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LECTURE I— PART L 

I RKOBST, Mr. Chairman, that mj observations have not 
aasamed a more definite form, but my impression is that a 
greater lapee of time would not bring them to anything 
more definite ; I mean,to*8ay, I do not think that any addi- 
tional accumulation of cases or of figures would bring me to 
any other result or conclusion than that to which I have 
arrived, because I am constantly impressed with the con- 
trary results of figures as compared with the uniformity 
of conclusions drawn from individual impressions. In 
the matter of statistics there are so many elements to be 
taken into account, that it is impossible to speak of the 
results in a didactical way. I imagine, gentlemen, what 
seems so difficult and complicated to us, would assume the 
form of simpUcity when we come to treat the individual 
cases and take into account all the conditions under 
which the patient may be placed. For example, how is 
it possible^ in the statistics, to fiirnish us with the condition 
of the patient., whether he was suifering from scurvy or 
not ? How is it possible to be informed concerning all the 
•details of nursing and treatment ? We are not informed as 
to whether there was any special sufibring ft'om tedious or 
difficult transportation — in a word, we have nothing but the 
mere results. On the other hand impressions are pretty 
uniform, and before I read what I have to say upon the 
subject, I would Uke to criticise some of the statements 
made by Dr. Erackowizer as to the result of figures, but 
I should regret if certain impressions already made upon 
the profession should be disturbed. First^ as regards pri- 
marr compared with secondary amputations. Since the time 
of Hunter and Fauer, except those gentlemen in Paris in 48, 
surgeons have advocated secondary in preference to pri- 
mary amputations in field practice. That was not neld 
practice va '4d. The fight was simply in the street; a 
street fight, if you please, among citizens, and not soldiers 
worn out with campaigning. After they were wounded 
they were carried at once into the best hospitals in Paris. 
The practice was essentially dvil practice, and it is not sur- 
prising that these conclusions ^ould be at variance with 
the generally received opinion. In our own Astor Place 
Riot^ which was also a street fight, the same result was 
noted, and for the same reason,— every case operated upon, 
I believe, died. 

Next, I wish to take exception to the idea that we should 
not regard as a condition of saving the Umb the removal of 
splinters of bone. Whatever figures may show in support 
of such a view, the experience of almost every surgeon is to 
the contrary. I beHeve that the wound of exit should be 
explored and all loose splinters of bone be removed ; those 
that are firmly imbedded should be left. I consider this a 
condition almost essential to recovery. Lastly, I would 
object to the treatment of oases without apparatus. I 
beneve that a certain amount of retentive means, toother 
-with moderate extension and coapting spUnts, is requisite. 

I have a record of fifty-eight cases which were seen at 
times ranging firom iwenty-iour days to nineteen months 
lifter the oocorrence of the accident. Under three months 
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after the accident there are twenty-one cases, over three 
months thirty-seven cases, over four months twenty-two 
cases, over six months nine cases, over seven months seven 
cases, over ten months two cases, over nineteen months one 
case. I have made a careful observation in a few of these 
cases in reference to the discharge of fragments : in twelve 
there was a discharge of fragments) and in twelve there 
was none. Of the whole number eight have ceased to dis- 
charge and forty-nine have not As to the point of firac- 
ture two were situated in the neck of the femur, two in the 
trochanter major, five in the upper third of the shaft, twen- 
ty-three in the middle third, and nineteen in the lower third. 
The shortening is never less than an inch in any of the 
cases that I have measured, the greatest difference being four 
inches and a half. I think the average of shortening will 
be about two inches. The largest number are crooked, 
but a respectable minority are very nearly straight There 
are one or two cases in which the bone was merely pene- 
trated without being firactured. 

I will here give a brief summary of the cases in a tabu- 
lar form. (See Table on next ptige.) 

I will repeat my impressions, if it be proper that I call 
them my impressions, rather than conclusions. They are, 
L' That in compound gunsHot wounds of the upper third oif 
the femur amputation should never b^ performed. 11. In 
the lower fifth, or I might better say the lower eighth of the 
thigh, where there is a probability of the joint being in- 
volved, the patient should have the chance which ampu- 
tation offers to him in preference to any attempt to save the 
limb. Any attempt to save the limb may be followed by 
destructive inflammation of the joint III. Between the 
lower eighth and upper third I wovild only say^lthat you 
must be governed by the circumstances which would ordi- 
narily govern you anywhere else. If, for example, your pa- 
tient is scorbutic, I do not think that it is best to attempt to 
save the limb. If you knew the patient had to be earned a 
long distance, and as is usual over rough roads, I should pre- 
fer not to attempt to save the Umb. If the patient were an 
officer he could, under the circumstances, receive more care 
and have a better chance. If the bone be very extensively 
comminuted, and that you may only judge of approximately. 
I would not attempt to save the hmb. Then if I should 
attempt to save the limb I should remove all loose spicula 
of bone through the orifice from which the ball emerged, 
for it is in that direction that you will find them if they 
are present I would make it a condition that the patient 
should have a comfortable shelter ; for instance, a tent I 
would require a certain amount of extension to the limb, 
such as may be obtained best by Buck's apparatus, and 
that great mligence should be exercised in dressing, and 
that the patient should be sustained, not by brandy and 
whiskey, but by good wholesome food, the stimulants being 
used only to promote an appetite. 



PENETRATINO WOUNDS OF FKHUR. 

Cask 1 — ^is an example of fracture of the femur, by the 
conical bullet used inODlt's large revolver. This man, flaw- 
kins, of the 4tb U.S. Cavalry, was wounded at Strasburg, 
Ya., June 1, 1862, and when I saw him in the Camden 
street hospital, four months after the injury was received, 
the wound was still discharging pus. The bone was unit- 
ed, but with much shortening, and very much bent 

Case 4. — James S. Mussy, private, 16th U.S.V., was 
wounded at Gaines Hill, v a., June 27, 1862, by a round 
ball, it is believed, which entered the right nates firom be* 
hindjpaasing entirely through the .right trochanter major. 
Dr. Hasson informs me that he could pass his finger 
through the hole in the bone, which was round and smooth, 
and the bone did not seem to be broken. 

When I examined this man, three months after the acci- 
dent, in the Camden street hospital, Baltimore, the wound 
still continued to disdiarj^e, from which circumstances I 
inferred that some necrosis existed at ths tims. The log 
was not i^ortened or deformed. 
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INTERESTING CASES OF GUNSHOT 

WOUNDS. 

By DB WITT 0. PETERS, Aasr. Suro. U.S.A. 

•OBttSOM XH GBABGB OT JABTV 0X20,. HOSPXTAL, BAIADCOSl, Xfl>. 

Ths following interesting cases are selected from a great 
number received in this Hospital after the battle of G^ettys- 
burg. Thej are presented on account of being somewhat 
noYel, and also to illustrate the fact that we may, on first 
inspection of a desperate wound, be prone to prognosticate 
its fatal termination or vice versa. 

Case I. Owuhot Wound of ItUesUnea and Bladder, — 
Private W. E., belonging to the 5th Mass. Battery, was 
admitted into the Hospital July 13, 1863. Patient states 
that on July 2, 1863, at the battle of Gettysburg, he was 
wounded, and was obliged to remain on the field several 
hours without attention. When received here his wants 
were properly attended to, and his wounds thoroughly 
examined. It was ascertained a musket-baQ (probably 
conical) had penetrated the soft parts of the right gluteal 
region, at a point that was midway between the right 
^«at trochanter and the corresponding sacro-iliac sympby- 
sifl. Its course was then upwards and across, maldng its 
exit jtisl above Poupart's ligament and near the external 
abdominal wing on the left side The abdomen was found 

geatly distended, tympanitic, and tender to the touch, 
is knees were drawn up. and his breathing was difficult, 
and mostly carried on by tne muscles of the chest, and not 
in the least was it aided by the diaphragm. Gentle pres- 
snre over the abdomen caused gas and faeces to escape 
freely out of the anterior wound, showing tiiat the ball had 
perforated the intestines. A catheter was introduced into 
the bladder, when a slight quantity of very offensive urine 
ooEed out) mingled with hquidatedf fisces. The pressure of 
the instrument caused intense pain and irritation, and on 
remoTing it the canal was found charged witb the faeces, 
thereby proving the bladder was also complicated in the 
injury. The patient was fast reaching a typhoid condition, 
had a quick, wiry pulse, ranging at about 100, while his 
expression was anxious, and his teeth and gums were com- 
mencing to^ be covered with sordes. Altogether his cast* 
was thought to be hopeless, and I so informed him, as I 
tiiought peritonitis of an aggravated form had set in. The 
treatment consisted in applying emollient poultices to the 
abdomen, injecting small quantities of fiax-seed tea into the 
bladder, allowing him the same to drink, administering 
enemas as they were required, and giving him full doses of 
q)ium until he was well under its influence, when it was 
leseened in quantity and kept up at regular intervals. The 
patient was ordered for his diet concentrated beef-tea and 
mutton-broth, and afterwards, as he improved, a more 
mixed diet He was kept very quiet, and most faithfully 
irarsed. At first the contents of the bowels escaped from 
time to time through the artificial anus, and were received 
by the dressings, which were dianged frequently. It was 
nnder the above indicated system of treatment, with the 
precaution of persisting in keeping the patient in a recum- 
bent position, f^MT a long time after his bad symptoms had 
kft him, that his wounds closed, and the functions of the 
intestines and bladder were completely restored. He was 
allowed a furlough to visit his home. Sept 18, 1863, and 
WM by OS then considered almost a well man. Since that 
date nothing has been heard of his condition, and it is pre- 
samei he is still recovering from his severe injury. 

Case II. Ounahot Wound of ihe Thigh, and Secondary 
Bmmorrhage. — Private A. R, 18 years of age, belonging to 
the 62nd ra. Vols., was wounded at Gettysburg, July 2, 
1863, and he was admitted into this Hospital about ten 
days afterwards. On examination it was found a conical 
musket-ball had entered the right thigh near the tuberosity 



of the ischium, and after passing about fourteen inches 
> through the deep muscles of^ the thigh, emerged outside of 
the femur four inches above the knee-joint He stated he 
bled very freely on the field ; and afwr he was taken to a 
neighboring house, there was a recurrence of the haemor- 
rhage lasting all night. 

The patient's general condition was yery unfavorable, as 
he was exceedingly feeble and anaemic, and his wounds 
looked unhealthy. He was ordered rest, stimulants, gene- 
rous diet, and mur. tinct ferri, in divided doses. The 
wounds were dressed with a solution of permanganate 
potassa, as they predisposed to sloughing. On July 17, an 
alarming haemorrhage occurred from both wounds. He wea 
seen immediately, and the bleeding arrested by the use of 
liq. ferri persulphatis, graduated compresses and bandage?. 
A firm compress and roller was also applied over the femo- 
ral artery. The patient was so mucn prostrated by the 
loss of blood that he required stimulants to be adminis- 
tered yery freely. July 19. — ^There was to-day a recur- 
rence of the haemorrhage, which was as profuse as the last. 
The same treatment was resorted to, and was followed by 
the same result July 23. — On examining the wounds it 
was found that a healthy reaction had been established, 
consequently the parts were dressed with cold water appli- 
cations, while moderate pressure was continued along the 
course of the wound. July 28. — ^Another haemorrhage as 
copious as the former one had taken place and was con- 
trolled by the pressure as heretofore. At a consultation the 
propriety of ligating the femoral artery, and even amputat- 
ing, was considerec^ but it was thought either would prove 
&tal, as the patient was so much prostrated. The source of 
the haemorrhage was a mystery, as it might come from a 
branch of the internal iliac instead of the profunda, and 
therefore ligating the femoral artery was an uncertain expe- 
dient and was not deemed advisable. The steady pressure 
by compresses and bandages was again resorted to, and 
over the femoral artery its force was increased. July 30. — 
The patient is rallying under the treatment, and there has 
been no haemorrhage. August 6. — Since tbe last date the 
patient has complained of considerable pain in the parts for 
the past twenty-four hours, and while examining the* 
wounds another bleeding ensued, which was followed by a 
discharge of sanious pus, and wnich is presumed to be the 
contents of an aneurismal sac. The use of the permanga- 
nate of potassa dressings is to be resumed. August 27.-^ 
There has been no further haemorrhage. The wounds have 
been discharging healthy pus, and are healing. Sept. 20 — 
The patient is convalescing rapidly. The wounds are 
healea, and the limb is gradually strengthening and regain- 
ing its use. He goes about on crutches. Oct 3.-^The 
patient is now Bble to walk about briskly on one crutch, 
and he was to-day transferred to a G^nersd Hospital in his 
own State, with the prospect of soon being entirely cured. 

Case III. Qunshot Wound of the Leg, and Secondary 
Hcemorrhage,—S . D., aged 21 years, a private in tlje 39th 
N. Y. Vols., was wounded at Gettysburg July 2, 1663, and 
was admitted in this Hospital July 15. 

On examination it was found a musket-ball had entered 
on the inner side of the right leg, at a point three inches 
below the knee-joint, and passing downwards and out- 
wardSj it emerged just above the external malleolus with- 
out iii^uring the bones. His general condition was good, 
and he stated he had not lost much blood on the field. He 
was ordered to be kept in the recumbent position, and sim- 
ple dressings were applied. The parts progressed favorably 
until August 12, when without any apparent cause the 
limb become much swollen. A lotion of opium and acet. 
plumbi was ordered to be used to the leg, which rested 
easily on a pitlow. Notwithstanding good attention the 
limb continued to enlarge, and the eudn to become tense, 
and when fluctuation was discovered on the inner side of 
the leg a counter-opening was made there^ although a trai - 
matic aneurism was suspected. From the opening thvs 
made there was discharged a large quantity of clottod blood 

nd very foetid pus, but no active haemorrhage occurred 
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until two days subsequeDtly. The loss of blood was so 
great and so copious at this time that be was almost pulse- 
less before it was arrested by compresses and bandages. 
The sur^^n searched for the wounded posterior tibial 
artery, but the parts were much disorganized, and it could 
not be detected. The patient's generai condition precluded 
any further attempt at an operation, and to sustain ^e 
man, he was obhged to resort to stimulants given both by 
the mouth and rectum. The stomach rejected all nutn- 
ment, and for several days he was supported by the injec- 
tions. Under this treatment the patient r^ied, and as 
quick as it was safe to expose the bleeding surface it was 
dressed with the permanganate of potassa in solution. The 
patient, as soon as he was able to retain his food, was 
ordered concentrated beef tea, chicken soup, and stimu- 
lants. He continued to improve, and his wounds to heal, 
and was considered entirely cured Oct 30, 1863, w|fen he 
was transferred to another General Hospital 

lUmarki, — The soL of permanganate of potassa has been 
used by us successfully m several cases where traumatic 
aneurisms were threatened. It was daily injected in a 
dilute solution along the tracks of the wounds. It acts bj 
exciting healthy inflammation, and has powerful siypUc 
powers, besides arresting ulceration and decomposition. In 
several hundred gunshot wounds we have tested its virtues, 
and are of the opinion that by its use we have prevented 
secondary hemorrhage from occurring in many instances 
where we had anticipated its taking place. 

Case IV. Gunshot Wound of Bead, Compound Fraehtre 
ofSkuUf Ball remaining within the Oanuim.— -Serg. W. It., 
aged 23 years, belonging to the 7th N. J. Vols. Was ad- 
mitted into this hospital July 10, 1863. 

The patient states that at the battle of Gettysburg, July 
20, 1863, he was wounded in Uie head^ by what he now 
supposes to be around musket-ball, and unmediately he fell 
and became insensible. The ball penetrated the skull near 
the right protuberance of the frontal bone, passed directly 
inwards, was lost tQ si^ht, and lodged somewhere on the 
membranes or in the bram substance. The opening through 
the bone was similar to the same if made by a trephine, 
and the track of the ball could be followed on ^e dura 
mater with a probe for a considerable distance, as that 
membrane was detached from its natural ocHinexions with 
the skull He is not able to say whether or not there was 
much hssmorrhage. When received the parts were still 
open, and in nuiking an exploration I readdy inserted my 
little finger through the fracture, but detected no jagged 
bone pressing inwards, and also found the membranes not 
lacerated at we seat of injury. I could distinctly feel the 
pulsations of the arteries of the brain, and am convinced 
that the ball had not rebounded or dropped out, but had fol- 
lowed a course towards the back of Uie skull, where it still 
remained concealed. He further informs me that on reco- 
vering his senses he was not in the least paralysed, and was 
able to converse, and that his surgeon said, " you cannot 
pnossibly live." After a few hours lie agidn became insen- 
sible, and remained so for two days, then nJlied and has 
been rational ever since. The patient, on admission, was 
able to sit up, stand, and also to walk, but he carried his 
head reclining backwards, resting between the shoulders. 
He complained of great pain and dizziness if he attempted 
to change it to an erect position. There was not any per- 
ceptible loss of power, motion, or sensation, on either side 
of his body, and his general condition was &vorable. He 
was directed to be put to bed and quietiy to remain there, 
and above all he was not to converse or read. His hair 
was then cut short, and cold water dressings were kept to 
his head. His diet for the first period of the treatment 
consisted of gruel and very weak soups. There was no 
arterial excitement, theremre the treatment was for the 
most part expectant. His recovery was r^id, and on the 
12th of August (about one month after he came here), at 
his earnest solicitation, he was granted a furlough to visit his 
home for fifteen days. At Uie ex{Hration of his leave 
of ibaenoe he returned, and it was found he had 



snSered no inconvenience from the journey. The wound, 
however, had not entirely closed, and since that daie seve- 
ral pieces of bone have exfoliated. The patient was ex- 
amined by the Invalid Board of Officers, authorized by the 
War Department a few weeks since, and was by them 
transferred into the Second Battalion of the Invalid Corps. 
He was cautiously tried on light duty at this hospital, but 
it was soon evident he was permanently disabled, and he has 
therefore been recommended by me for a discharge from 
the service. The patient at present labors under several 
dangerous symptoms. He complains of a constant duQ 
pain, which be locates in the back of his head, which never 
leaves him, and which, he says, is hke a dead weight At 
night he suffers from unpleasant dreams and haUucina- 
r tions, which sometimes cause him to wake in a state 
of great terror. His bowels are obstinately constipated, 
yet are readily relieved by a mild cathartic. He is also 
occasionally annoyed by nausea and vomiting after eatii^ 
his meals. I have thoroughly tested the mind of this 
patient, and am of the impression that it is not impaired to 
any peroeptible degree. I will add, however, that al- 
thou^ cautioned against the use of stimulants he did, on 
one occasion, unprudently indulge in a glass of ale while 
outttde the hospital grounds, and it came near costing him 
his life, fiw it quickly caused him to be very unruly, quar- 
relsome, and boisterous, far more so than was lus usual 
custom, as he afterwards informed me, for his previous 
employment had been that of a bar-tender, and he was 
accustomed to use intoxicating liquors freely. This slight 
debauch confined him to his bed for several days, and the 
pain in his head was greatly augmented, and was acconi- 
panied by some heat of skin and febrile reaction, but he is 
now well again. 

Bemarka, — Military writers have described several of 
these oases where the ball has entered and remained within 
the cranium until the death of the person, which may be 
delayed for months or even years. In a case reported by 
Mr. Guthrie, the patient lived over one year. In all c£ 
these imuries death ensued suddenly, probably resulting 
fix>m softening of the brain substance and the formation of 
an abscess. It would be almost useless to speculate on the 
exact locality of the ball in this case I have cited above, 
but that it is lodged either on the membranes of the brain 
or in the substance of the cerebrum is quite certain. The 
query arises — WiU it become encysted and hamdess? 
And this remains to be decided by time. 

HOSPITAL GANGRENE IN THE DECAMP 
GENERAL HOSPITAL. 
By W. C. PRTER, M.D., 

Bktwieh the 17th and 25th of July. 1863, there were 
admitted into the De Oamp General Hospital nearly three 
thousand prisoners of war, captured from the Confederate 
army, at the battle of Gettysburg. With but a few excep- 
tions these prisoners were suffermg from gunshot wounds 
received at some time between the 1st and 4th of the 
month already mentioned. From this large number of 
patients eighty of the more seriously wounded were ad- 
mitted into the pavilion then under my care, and shortly' 
after a division of tents was added to my charee, in whida 
were placed about one hundred of those sUghuy wounded, 
or wounded in the upper extremities only. 

(Hie great majority of these patients were subsequently 
the sul^ject of the sloughing process, commonly called hos- 
piUl gangrene ; and as this disease made its appearanoe 
under my observation in two epidemics, as it were, which 
differed somewhat in their general characteristics, it seems 
but proper that each of these forms should be considered 
separately. At the time of the admission of these patieiits 
their wounds had a healUiy appearance, and up to about 
the 1st of August all those not mortally wounded were 
rapidly convalescing. 

At about the time mentioned, however, the first epi- 



AiMrictti tf •dioa] Tlmea. 



PRYER ON HOSPITAL GANOREmB. 



^m. i,l«4L 5 



demic began among the patients in the pavilion ; those in 
the tents not being attacked until about ten days later. 

The disease would run its course somewhat after the 
following manner : — A patient, whose wound would be 
progressing to a favorable result^ would suddenly be seized 
by a chill, followed by a fever : that is, by heat of skin, 
frequency of pulse, headache, loss of appetite, a furred 
tcmgue, constipation of bowels, etc. No sweating stage, 
however, was observed. The wound, previously healthy, 
would assume an inflamed appearance, not immediately, for 
the constitutional symptoms would precede the local, by 
from twelve to twenty-four hours. The integument and 
subcutaneous areolar tissue surrounding the wound then 
became inflamed, and infiltrated with serum, afterwards 
with pus, and the sloughing would commence at the edges 
of the wound. The skin itself resisted the sloughing pro- 
cess longer than the subcutaneous tissues, and for that 
reason the edges of the wound would become undermmed 
for some inches beyond the open surface, and portions of 
sound skin would project beyond the general circumference, 
giving the wound a ragged appearance. 

The sloughing woula advance, both by eating away the 
edges of the wound and by penetrating deeper into the 
subjacent tissue ; but in no instance, during tne first epi- 
demic, did it involve anv structure deeper than the deep 
hscih of the part affected. 

In most cases the duration of the disease did not exceed 
ten days or a fortnight, at the end of which time the wound 
would again assume a healthy character, the exposed sur- 
face granulating very rapidly, while the appetite and gene- 
ral health of the patient would return. 

It will be noticed at once that the disease described has 
aH the characteristics of ordinary phlegmonous erysipelas, 
aD(^ in fact, with the exception of a few points to be 
noticed presently, it differed from that disease but little. 

Some of these points of difference were tiiese : — First, 
the sloughing advanced more rapidly than is usual in 
phlegmonous erysipelas, and involved a large surface. 
Second, the contagious properties of the disease were much 
increased : so much was this the case, that at one time 
fully one-naif the patients in the pavilion were affected by 
this sloughy condition. The third point of distinction be- 
tween this and ordinary phlegmonous erysipelas was shown 
in the fact, that in several instances patients lying next to 
one affected by the form of gangrene already oescribed, 
would take from him not this, but another form of the dis- 
ease, which will be spoken of when describing the charac- 
teristics of the second epidemia 

After this first epidemic had run its course, or had been 
diecked, the wounds, both in the pavilion and tents, as- 
sumed a healthy appearance, and so continued for about 
two or three weeks, when the second epidemic com- 
menced. 

In this the mode of attack was very different from that 
which has been descnbed. 

The chill, the fever, the sudden jMrostration, in fact, nearly 
all the symptoms of constitutional disturbance which usually 
mark the moeption of an acute disease, were about The 
first symptoms of gangrene were purely local, and would 
present themselves somewhat in this way. 

The wound, which yesterday presented a perfectly healthy 
itppearance, would to-day show in the midst of its healthy 
florid ffranulations, a small spot, perhaps a mere pointy of a 
greyish hue. From this point the doughing would com- 
menoe, the spot enlarging and appearing, as it were, to eat 
its way into the wound, the newlv formed tissue melting 
away as the disease advanced, until the wound had assumed 
kg former proportions. The sloughing, however, would not 
stop here, but would invade the old and healthy tissues, in- 
volving not only the skin and subcutaneous and deep fascias, 
bat all the tissues, including the bone itself. In fact, this 
second epidemic was more formidable than the first, whetlier 
it attacked a patient, who had previously suffered from 
sloughing, or one who had before remained unaffected. 

No deaths, however occurred from this cause among the 



patients under my care, but in all cases the sloughing finally 
ceased, and, as the dead tissue was removed, healthy granu- 
lations showed themselves underneath, and the healing 
process went on as before. It was certainly interesting to 
witness the readiness with which the patients recovered 
from the repeated attacks, and the rapidity with which 
the wound closed up, when once the granuhitions began 
to form. 

For instance, in one case, where a patient, suffering from 
an exsection of the elbow-joint, ana who had recovered 
from one attack of gangrene, was again attacked, the 
sloughing went on until the wound involved fully one-half 
the superficial surface of the posterior aspect of the limb, 
and the ends of all the three bonee entering into the elbow- 
joint were exposed and necrosed. 

Tet this patient ultimately recovered and went on his 
way to Dixie with a limb which promised to become ser* 
viceable. In drawing a distinction between these two forms 
of gangrene it is not intended to give the idea that they are 
different diseases, but simply to note the fact of the appear- 
ance of gangrene at different times, in different forms. In 
the first form the erysipelas appeared as the most prominent 
characteristic, while in the second this was entirely want- 
ing. 

In the first, the constitutional symptoms were very 
marked and preceded the local manifestations ; while in the 
second the disease began as a local disorder entirely, 
although the symptoms of constitutional irritation, of course^ 
presented themselves as the disease advanced. 

The fact, however, that one form seems to be able to 
produce the other, appears to establish the link between the 
two. 

TreatmenL^-^la the form of the disease first noticed, the 
treatment adopted was-^first, to clean out the alimentary 
canal, and to do this a mercurial (mass, hyd.) followed by 
oL ricini, was generally preferred. After this the patient 
was put upon a tonic course of treatment^ and in connexion 
with this the chlorate of potassa was made use of, and in my 
opinion the benefits cannot be overrated. 

The prescription was as follows: — R Potassa chloratis, 
3 ij. J TV. cinchonas c, Aq., aa, 3 iv. ; M. ; Table-spoonful 
four times a day. 

Stimulants were also used at the rate of four to sixtafen 
ounces per twenty-four hounk 

Locally the treatment was that of ordinary phlegmonous 
erysipelas at first Afterwards, as the sloughing commenced, 
creasote was applied pure, also a wash of creasote gtt. xxx. 
to aq. Oj. The edges of skin overlapping the wound were 
incised to prevent the burrowing of pus. 

The patients were separated as far as possible from the 
others, and those able to walk were ordered to remain out 
of the pavilion or tents in the open air, as much as they 
were aWe to do so. 

Each patient was supplied with a sponge, for his own use 
solely, and these sponges were washed out daily with hot 
water and Labarraque's solution. Chloride of Mme was also 
used freely. The treatment during the second epidemic 
was somewhat the same ; the points of difference being that 
more attention was paid to the local than to the constitu- 
tional affection. The constitutional treatment oonststed 
simply in supporting the patient by good diet, tonics, and 
stimulants. 

Locally, the application found of the most benefit was 
one of pure pyroligneous acid, applied once a day. In ocm* 
nexion with this, the wound was well syringed out mth 
Labarraque's solution, twice or three times a day, and 
dressed as often with oakum saturated with a wash mad* 
of pyroligneous acid 3 i. to 3ij. to aq. Oj. In som<e cam 
nitric acid was used, and when the skwgh following its 
use came away, the wound was dressed with ikie pyToli|[*> 
neons acid wash. Bromine was not to be obtained untM 
the gangrene had disappeared from among us, so that no 
trial of it was had. In reviewing the treatment adopted, 
it is proper to observe that it might be improved by substi- 
tuting for the sponges used in deaaing the woofids^ pieoet 
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of soft doth, or some snch material, not too valuable to be 
destroyed after being used a sinde tame. 

In this waj the wounds could be kept entirely free from 
contact with decomposing matters ana greater cleanliness 
thus insured, for, as far as my observation goes, the begin- 
ning and the end of the law of treatment of hospital gangrene 
is contained in the one word— cleanliness. 

Db Oamt Gsvxbal HoepxTAi., ) 
Datzd"! If LAjm, N. Y. H^ Nor. 88, 1868. f 



EXPULSION OF TAPEWORM. 
By A- M. VEDDER, M.D., 

SOBKISOrAVT, v. T. 

Thx following case of the expulsion of tapeworm by pump- 
kin seeds occurred in my practice, which I consider of 
sufficient importance to merit a place in your valuable jour- 
nal: — 

Mrs. y a married lady, set. 22 years, has been troubled 

with tapeworm since Sept 1862. Her medical attendant 
prescribed turpentine and castor oil &ft. | ss., none of the 
worms followed j subsequentlv santonine pills were taken ; 
same result. A few months after she again took turpentine 
S L without any material effects. She was then advised to 
take pumpkin seeds, which she took, none of the worm fol- 
lowing. In Nov. 1863, she was recommended to take the 
pumpkin seeds agiun, which she did, as follows : — On Satur- 
day morning, fasting, took three tablespoonfuls of the seeds, 
previously peeled, dried, pulverized, and mixed with sugar* 
half an hour after, took 3 ss. castor oil, which was repeatea 
several times during the day; on Monday morning re- 

eated the dose of the seeds, followed by the oiL On 
onday evening she passed at one stool the entire worm, 
measuring eighteen feet nine inches. She took in all five 
ounces of oil, fasting fifty hours. I ought to have men- 
tioned that she had also tried the male fern. To get the 
curative effect of pumpkin seeds, absolute fasting is a sine 
quAnon. 



PBSPABBD BY E. H. JAUES, M.D. 
OH THE TREATMENT OF RHEUMATIO FBVEB. 

The BrUiih Medical Jottmalj Aug. 1. contains an article by 
J. Birkbeck Nevius, M.D., in which tne following method of 
treating rheumatism is set forth; a course which he has 
pursued for the last fifteen years with better satisfaction 
then other methods from time to time adopted. The treat- 
ment is based upon the acknowledged periodicity of the 
disease, as shown by the general aggravation of the pain 
and other symptoms as nicht comes on; the copious 
sweating, &c. ; also upon the long continuance, and liability 
of the illness to return after apparent recovery ; and upon 
the great value of iodide of potassium in chronic rheumatism. 
The treatment consists in combining quinine with iodide of 
potassium and commencing their administration from the 
first, without any reference to acute pain or febrile excite- 
ment that mav exist The dose never exceeds two grains 
ai quinine with five grains of iodide of potassium four times 
» day. This causes Uie thick creamy fur to disappear from 
the tongue more rapidly than other methods. 

With a view to relieve plain and to secure rest^ he always 
leaves two or three doses of opium pills or Dover's powder 
irith the nurse, to be given successively, if the patient is in 
severe pain ; but the dose is seldom required to be repeated, 
owing to the next element of the treatment, which consists 
in ^^ the employment from the very first qf steam 5a^, even 
whenthe patiefU is sohelpless thai it is impossible to move him 
from the oed on which he is lying" A couple of common 
red brides are placed in an oven hot enough to bake bread, 
and k^ there for half-an-hour, when they are taken out^ 



and each folded in a piece of common flannel thoroughly 
soaked in vinegar, and laid upon plates and placed one 
about a foot from the shoulder, and the other about the 
same distance from the opposite leg — ^the patient's body- 
linen having been previously removed — ^the bedclothes aire 
then to cover the bricks and the patient closely round the 
neck. We thus obtain a most renreshing acid 6team-bath| 
which may be renewed by removing one brick, and replacing 
it with another hot one kept in reserve. In about fifteen 
or twenty minutes the beddothes and plates are removed, 
and the patient instantly mopped all over very rapidly 
with a towel wrung out of cold water, and then quickly 
rubbed dry. Dry, warm linen and dry beddothes are at 
once put on, and the patient is said to experience speedy 
relief, both from the severe pain and the exhausting acid 
sweats. The linen is easily changed by tearing the night- 
shirt open from top to bottom down the back ; the sleeves 
are then slipped over the patient's arms, and the torn edges 
gently tucked under his sides with but little disturbance. 
The weets are changed by fastening the comers of the dry 
sheet to those of the damp one, and as the latter is gently 
drawn from the patient the other follows it and is left in its 

Elace. During the fifteen years he has pursued this practice 
e has had to apply a blister over the heart only in three 
instances, and this because the patient complained of uneasi- 
ness in ^e chest, and not because of pericarditis, there 
having been not one case of distinct rheumatic affection of 
the heart. He has rarely found it necessary to g>7e two 
steam-baths in bed, the patient almost always being able to 
have the second whilst sitting upon a chair. The patient is 
to sit naked on a pillow or folded blanket on a cloee- 
bottomed chair, under which is a can contdning a couple of 
gallons of boiling water. Blankets are then K^lded round 
his neck, and made to surround him hke a tent readying 
the floor. The steam can be renewed occasionally by a red- 
hot brick put into the can. After about fifteen or twenty 
minutes the blankets are removed and a couple of quarts of 
cold water poured over his shoulders; or, when the patient 
is afraid of this treatment^ he may be wrapped from head 
to foot with towels wrung out of cold water. By this treat- 
ment he is said to be invigorated instead of weakened, and 
perspirations do not follow. These baths, followed by the 
cold douche, are continued after the patient is able to walk 
about, and if there is any great tenderness of any one par- 
ticular joint, an opiate embrocation, containing in addition 
either chloroform or tincture of aconite, shomd be gently 
painted over the part two or three times a day. These then 
are the essentials of the treatment: quinine and iodide of 
potassium from the first^ and the steam-hathf vnth the subse^ 
queni cold sponging ; and, as an adjunct, opium in small 
doses, when necessary to procure sleep." 

N.B. — ^In the remarks on the *' H»mostatic Treatment of 
Cholera," &a reference should have been made to an artide 
published in the Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medical 
Sdence, by Thomas A. Wise, MD., &c. This by some 
inadvertence was omitted. 



Dutch Tbanslatiok of Pbof. Gross's Surgery. — ^We have 
had an opportunity of examining the first volume of Dr. J. 
D. Sachse*s translation of Prof. Gross's Surgery, published at 
Nieuwediep the present year. This volume constitutes 
one-fourth of the whole work, so that the Dutch translation 
will form four volumes. The part we have seen is very 
degantly got up, and the publisher writes that it has 
been received with great favor by the profession in Holland. 
Vrot Gross has reason to be gratified at the superior style 
in which his work is offered to his brethren abroad and 
also with the flattering reception it has met with. — Medical 
News, 
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-SEW YORK CX)UNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

BXPOBT OF OaMMITTEB OK 8ARBA0EKIA PUBPUREA. 

Thb Committee on Intelligence submitted as their labors 
for the past month (see the following report as to the gene- 
ral character and medicinal properties of Sarracenia Purpu- 
rea) : — ^The Committee haymg had no opportunity to test 
this plant, as a medicinal agent^ themselves, submitted to the 
Society the following, as a resum^ of the communications 
in Tarious medical journals, respecting the remedial proper- 
ties and botanical characteristics pertaining to it. It 
appears from reliable authority that about 1752, Dr. Sar- 
razin, Regius Professor of Anatomy and Botany at Que- 
bec, Canada, sent to Toumefort this peculiar plant, who 
named it Sarraceira. This name was afterwards changed 
to Sarracenia, and the color of the i flower suggested the 
specific annex of purpurea. It is not certain that Drs. 
&rrazin, Toumefort^ or others, to whom it was at that time 
known, were aware of its medicinal properties ; nor does it 
appear that for nearly a hundred years was this plant used 
as a medicinal agent, except that the leaves had been em- 
i^yed as a cathartic, deobstruent, and tonic, by the 
^*i!clectic8." 

The Sarracenia has many common names, such as Indian- 
cup or pitcher-plant, side-saddle flower, huntsman-cup, fly- 
trap, trumpet-plant, or muc-ca-kem-ma-dos, i. e. frogs- 
lemn, — an Indian appellation. It is an indigenous peren- 
xual plant, to be found throughout the whole of If orth 
America and the Lower Canadian provinces ; its actual limit 
beinff fix>m the bleak coast of Labrador to the savannahs 
of Fbrida, and the shores of the Gulf of Mexico. The Sar- 
racenia belongs to the tribe of water-plants, and is only 
found in wet, marshy ground, but it grows in such places 
in great abundance. It belongs to the natural order, 
Sarraceniacee ; Sex. Sys., Polyandria monogynia. Dr. 
King, of Cincinnati, states^ that ^* there are several varieties 
found in the swamps of Mass., and in the Southern States, 
such as the S. beterophylla, S. rubra, S. flava. S. variolaris, 
aU of which probably possess similar medicinal virtues. The 
S. purpurea, however, is the only one of the species gene- 
rally noticed in Nova Scotia and the adjacent provinces. 
In the first volume of Transactions of the Am. Med. Associ- 
ation, published in 1848, occur several reports on indige- 
nous remedies. In one of these reports, by Dr. F. P. 
Porcher of South Carolina, an elaborate notice oi two species, 
viz. S. variolaris and flava, is given. The medicinal pro- 
perties and analyses of the root of these varieties are very 
thoroughly investigated. Specimens of the root were sub- 
mitted by Dr. Porcher to Professor C. U. Shepherd, for 
analysis, the result of which was as follows : — Lignin — 
coloring matter and traces of a resinous body, containing 
an acid salt of lime (the acid being neither the tannic nor 
gallic— possibly one altogether new), and a salt of some 
aOuEkMf related, perhaps, to dnchonia, which, should it 
prove new, may be called the sarraceniac Its general action 
on the system is minutely described by Dr. rorcber, who 
recommended it in dyspeptic cases. Prof. Cleaveland has 
pointed out its well marked efiects on the ganglionic sys- 
tem, and makes the following remarks : — " My experiments 
are confirmatory of the utiHty of the plant in cases where 
there is a sluegish or torpid condition of the stomach, intes- 
tanes, liver, Kidneys, uterus, and the various fiinctional 
derangements, and it must be evident that this plant po&- 
sesses valuable properties. It is even possible that a new 
salt) similar in importance to morphia or quinia, may he 
extracted from it, and thus a new and valuable remedy may 
be added to our materia medica. A proximate analysis of 
the sarracenia purpurea made recently by Theobald Froh- 
wein, a pharmaceutical chemist of this city, gives the fol- 
lowing result : — "Organic Elements. — Traces of volatile 



oil^ gum, starch, vegetable albumen, tannin, resin, bitter 
principle, with acid reaction and extractive matter. Inor- 
ganic Elements. — Sulph. lime, carb. add, sulph. acid, phosph. 
acid ; traces of lime, magnes., potass, ana sod., iron, and 
silicic acid. From this analysis it would seem that an alka- 
loid does not exist in the root of the S. purpurea, and it 
might be considered only a mild tonic, on account of the 
bitter principle which it contains. 

In uie year 1862, Herbert Chalmers Miles, Surgeon, 
Royal Artillery, Halifax, N. C, read a paper by proxy, 
beK>re the February meeting of the London Epidemiolo^- 
cal Society, on an Indian remedy for small-pox, in which 
he stated, that during an epidemic of variola at Halifax, in 
the spring of 1861, whicm was especially fatal amone 
the Indians and negroes, an old Indian Doctress had 
arrested the pestilence with a remedy of extraordinary 
power in this disease. So well establiehed was her fame 
with the Indians, that when sick they resorted to her 
rather than to the white doctors, whom they considered 
" no good." Capt. Hardy, of the Royal Artillery, stated 
that the old squaw's remedy had long been known among 
the Indians as an infallible cure for smail-pox. 

From the information gathered firom the Indians, the 
following observations have been carefully sifted: — 1st, 
In the case of an individual suspected to be under the influ- 
ence of small-pox, but with no distinct eruption upon him, 
a large wine-glassful of an infiision of the root of the sar- 
racenia purpurea is to be taken. The effect of this dose is 
to bring out the eruption. After a second and third dose, 
given at intervals of from four to six hours, the pustules 
subside, apparently losing their vitality. The patient feels 
better at the end of each dose, and in the graphic expres- 
sion of the Micmac, " knows there is great change within 
him at once." 2d. In a subject already covered with the 
eruption of small-pox in the early stage, a dose or two will 
dissipate the pustules, and subdue the febrile symptoms; 
the urine, from being scanty and high-colored, becomes 
pa^e and abundant ; whilst fi-om the first dose the feelings 
qf the patient assure him that " the medicine is killing the 
disease." Under the influence of the remedy^ in three or 
four days the prominent features of the constitutional dis- 
turbance subside, although as a precautionary measure the 
sick person is kept in camp until the ninth day. No marks 
of the eruption (as regards pitting, &c.) have been leH in 
cases examined that were treated by the remedy. 3d. 
With regard to the medicine acting (as is believed by the 
Indians) in the way of a preventive in those exposed to 
the infection, it is curious to note that in the camp when 
the remedy has been used, the people keep a weak infusion 
of the plant constantly prepared, and take a dose occasion- 
ally during the day, so as to keep the antidote in the blood. 

In a second paper of Dr. Miles, published in the London 
Lancet, March, 1863, he states that the foregoing observa- 
tions were borne out in every instance in which vie remedy 
was used among the Indians, and are thoroughly corrobo- 
rated in the case of a white person, a narrative of which is 
given. The most marked results of the administration of 
the sarracenia purpurea in persons already covered with 
varioloid eruption are, 1st, Rapid diuresis, with immediate 
lessening of the febrile symptoms, and more tardily it acts as 
an evacuant on the lar^ mtestines. 2d. Cn a repetition 
of a dose of the decoction (better after three or four hours 
than at longer intervals), the mitig^ition and obvious im- 
provement, should any symptoms of cerebral disturbance 
be present 3d. Its extraorainair effect (within a brief 

feriod) in altering the character oi the cutaneous eruption, 
t seems to arrest the morbid process, and induce a healthy 
instead of diseased action. The pustules i^pear simply to 
be deprived of their vitality ; they desiccate and fall away. 




ronto, who furnished a report of the corroborative case in 
a white person above referred to, states in his notes con- 
cerning it as follows: — "On the whole, I must conclude 
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that the effect produced by the sarracenia was most satis- 
factory and well marked. The disease eontinued very 
severe until it was administered, and became entirely 
changed in its severity after the administration of the third 
dose, the effect being due to it alone, as no other medicines 
were given after it was commenced. I am forced to the 
conclusion that the secondary fever was much controlled 
by it, and that desiccation took place much more rapidly 
than would have occurred otherwise. Although the erup- 
tion was confluent on the face, the patient recovered with- 
out being pitted." The Indian authority for its use asse- 
verates with peculiar emphasis that the root alone is 
efficacious in small-pox, and that preparations of the leaves 
are useless in this disease. The directions to prepare it for 
use are, that the root when fresh gathered should be at 
once slowly and thoroughly dried, the thin fibres around it 
pared away, and the nrm solid root alone used. The 
method of making the decoction is to slice from one to 
two ozs. of the dried root into thin pieces, place them in 
an earthen pot, add a quart of cold water, and permit the 
liquid to simmer gently over a steady fire for two or three 
hours, so as to lose one-fourth of its weight. It was 
repeatedly asserted that the fresh root was not so powerful 
as the dried root made into a decoction, as described. 

A Dr. F. W. Morris, Resident Physician of the Dispensary, 
Halifax, has given a statement of its remedial powers, 
which would imply that this plant must possess active 
principles of great potency. He says, " This humble bog 

Elant IS a remedy for small-pox, in all its forms, in twelve 
ours after the patient has taken it It is also as curious 
as it is wonderful, that however extensive or confluent the 
eruption may be, the peculiar action of this remedv is such, 
that very seldom is a scar left to tell the story of the dis- 
ease." He also adds, " that its introduction to the profes- 
sional and public service is due to Mr. J. S. Lane, to whom 
the Micmac Indians had given the plant, and the know- 
ledge of its virtues." 

He thus continues — " In 1861. when the whole province 
of Nova Scotia was in a state or panic, and patients were 
dying io the hospital at the rate of 12^- per cent, from 
May to August, Mr. Lane placed the sarracenia in my 
hands to decide upon its merits. Afler my trials then 
and since, I have been convinced of its astonishing eflicacy." 

The decoction is made with the powdered dried root, 
in the proportion of a dessert-spoonful to a pint of water, 
simmered down to half a pintj^ which is divided into two 
doses, the second dose being taken six hours after the 
first. Sugar should not be given with it The only func- 
tional influence produced apparently is an increased flow 
of urine, which becomes also more hmpid. The Sarr. pur- 
purea, I have reason to believe, is a powerfbl antidote in all 
contagious diseases, viz. Lepra, measles, varicella^ plague, 
typhus, and even syphilis. It is also a remedy in jaundice. 

In contrast to this panegyric of Dr. Morns, it appears 
that at a recent meeting of the Medical Society of JTova 
Scotia, held at Halifax, ttie subject relating to the medicinal 
virtues of the Sar. pur. in small-pox was discussed, and 
resulted in a resolution being passed that there were not 
any reliable data upon which to base a positive opinion in 
favor of its value as a remedial agent. 

Surgeon-Major Logie, Royal Horse-Guards^ Windsor, in 
a letter to the Jjondon Medical Times^ gives his experience 
in the use of Sar. pur. for small-pox, thus: — "I am 
happy to say that eleven cases of small-pox in our hands 
have recovered, under the peculiar influence of Sar. pur- 
purea. This remedy I consider a boon to the public, for 
this reason : it is so easily managed, any one can make the 
decoction or infusion of the rootlike tea. It is given in 
two table-spoonful doses every four hours, while the pa- 
tient is well nourished with beef-tea and arrow-root ; four 
of the cases have been of a severe confluent character, and 
they have, throughout the disease, all been perfectly sensi- 
ble, have had excellent appetites, been free from pain^ and 
have not felt weak. The effects of this medicine, which I 
have carefiJly watched, seemed to arrest the development 



of the pustules, killing, as it were, the virus fi-om within, 
thereby changing the character of the disease, and doing 
away with the cause of pitting. In my opinion all antici- 
pation of disfigurement from pitting may now be calmed, 
if this medicine is given from the commencement of the 
disease." 

(7b be O&tiMumtA.) 
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POSITION OF THE SURGEON-GENERAL. 

0ns of the most frequent questions now asked in profes- 
sional circles is. What is the present position of the Medi- 
cal Department of the Army ? Is Dr. Hammond Surgeon- 
General, or is he not ? If h^ is the properly appointed 
head of the Medical Staff, why is he not in his official seat, 
and engaged in the discharge of its responsible duties at 
this momentous period of our great national struggle ? 
These are perfectly legitimate inquiries, and we are glad 
to have them put, and trust they will be pressed to their 
solution. They are indicative of that growing interest 
which the profession in civil life feel for its co-ordinate 
branch in the military service, and which has during the 
war ripened into the intimacy of brotherhood. We have, 
indeed, abundant proofs that the profession at lai^ is 
beginning to feel a vital interest in all measures affecting 
the Medical Staff of the Army, and to regard them as 
having no small influence upon its own status. This is a 
most healthful feeHng, and is to be fostered, for it binds 
in fraternal bonds two sections of a single profession. 
Whatever degrades one will certainly degrade the other to 
the same, perhaps to a lower, level. 

From the inquiries to which we have alluded there is 
evidently a widespread and growing impression in our 
profession, that the Medical Department of the Army is 
not dealt with justly and honorably ; that it is subject to 
the caprices of superior officers ; that its operations are 
trammelled ; that its best officers are placed in subordinate 
positions, or even driven from the service. These impres- 
sions are not, we regret to add, without foundation. The 
Medical Department is to-day suffering under a humilia- 
tion which both the medical staff and the profession at 
large ought to resent with the most determined protesta- 
tions. In another column will be found a communication 
setting forth the grievances which Government should be 
called upon to redress. This circular is signed by some of 
the leading physicians, surgeons, and scientific men of the 
country, and we invite our readers to its careful perusal 
From this document it appears that the Medical Depart- 
ment has been placed under an espionage as discreditable 
to the appointing power as it will prove unjust to the 
department The pretence for this examination into the 
affairs of the medical Bureau is '* fraud." To a fair and 
honest investigation into the affairs of his department there 
was no objection by the Surgeon-General; he courted 
such an examination, and, if necessary, would have de- 
manded it But such an investigation should have been 
by impartial and disinterested parties. The books and 
accounts should have furnished the basis of the prosecu- 
tion, the Surgeon-General and his immediate assistants 
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riiotild hftTe been principal witnesses in the trial, and the 
testimony of contractors, agents, etc, should have been 
receired only as collateral and circumstantial Such should 
be the course of proceedings dictated by judicial custom, 
and by such an inrestigation only could real fraud be de- 
tected 

But 80 difibrent has been this investigation that the 
whole afiiur has the appearance of a secret and deliberate 
conspiracy against the Surgeon-General directly, and 
against the medical department indirectly. The Commis- 
sion is, in the first place, headed by a person known to 
be hostile to the Surgeon-General. This fact throws sus- 
picion upon the object of the investigation. Our doubts of 
fair dealing are increased when we find this Commission 
evading the real sources of information, and seeking it 
persistently where it was necessarily prejudiced and unre- 
liable. For, instead of commencing at the Surgeon-Gene- 
ral's Bureau, and extending their investigations from this 
proper point of departure, they have carefully kept aloof 
from the central office, and have gone to commercial towns 
where they could examine contractors, agents, etc. From 
time to time they have thrown a morsel of their accumu- 
lating evidence into the secular papers, to give the public 
a relish for the approaching feast, and firom these specimens 
we learn what will be the character of the final report 
It will appear that the Surgeon-General has patronized 
certain houses, and rejected the cheap bargains of others. 
This charge is true, and has its explanation in the fact that 
the former furnished pure, the latter adulterated, drugs, or 
poor hospital stores. Such, we venture to say, will be 
the character of the entire body of evidence, could it be 
sifted to its ultimate condition. If the same mode of in- 
vestigation into the business of the most successful com- 
mercial firms were pursued, it could be proved by every 
contractor of whom they did not purchase that the firm 
constantly and persistently defrauded itsel£ 

But it would not be surprising if frauds were detected in 
some of the wide ramifications of the business of this 
Department. We are in the midst of a war which taxes 
to the utmost the Medical Bureau. Our armies are operat- 
ing over immense territories, where great losses of material 
occur, requiring prompt supply from every available source, 
and at any existing price. To meet these oflen excessive 
demands Medical Purveyors are instructed to purchase 
without making requisitions. In the campaigns of McClsl- 
LAN, Gbakt, Rosecraks, and Banks, no earthly power 
could foresee the want, and provide for the ever recurring 
emergencies. But through the energy and perseverance 
of the Medioal Department these great armies were well 
provided in all their movements, though at a vast expen- 
diture of money. Undoubtedly a cavilling partisan com- 
mission would here find sundry items of expense that 
might have been curtailed, but a generous people, rejoicing 
in the glorious results, would spurn imputations of dis- 
honesty. Least of all can such suspected or discovered 
malfeasance attach to the Sitrgeon-General. On the con- 
trary, we believe that he has endeavored in every possible 
way to guard against fraud and corruption. Where irre* 
gularities have been reported, he has immediately institut- 
ed investigations, and has promptly corrected abuses. Nor 
has he stopped here. He has courted an examination into 
the affairs of his Department by the proper authority, re- 
quiring only that the investigation be thorough and iD^>ar- 
tiaL While he has evaded no responsibiUty, no duty, how- 



ever onerous, he has sought the ordeal of rigid scrutiny 
into all his official acts. 

The SuRGBON-G^icERAL IS to-day an exile from his official 
chair. While in the midst of duties of the utmost import- 
ance, and developing, maturing, and executing plans for 
the welfare of the army, and the improvement and ad- 
vancement of the medical staff, a summary order sends 
him forth to a subordinate service, and the department is 
committed to the charge of an officer inexperienced in its 
official details. For several months the Suroeon-General 
has remained in this anomalous position, " waiting orders." 
It is admitted on every hand that he has been eminently 
successful in the administration of the Medical Department 
No fault is found with his system of hospitals, with the 
promptness with which the armies are supplied, with the 
dispo»tion of the individual members of the staff, nor in- 
deed with any official act, and yet he is subjected to the 
insult of being compelled to "wait ord«s" in a distant 
department. The following, from a London contemporary, 
shows how a disinterested party regards sudi fireaks of au- 
thority : — 

" Appointed by the President, in spite of the old routine 
custom, over tho heads of many seniors, he came to his 
task full of vigor, in the prime of life, and capable of great 
physical endurance. Witn a bold hand he surrounded him- 
self with trustworthy subordinates, displacing many whom 
he did not think equal to the crisis, and proceeded energe- 
tically with his work. Large armies had to be provided 
for, a system of military hospitals to be organized, the exa- 
mining boards to be reconstructed, and an army medical 
school and museum to be founded. WeU, in these vast and 
useful works he seems to have succeeded beyond all expec- 
tation, and the confidence of the public in the new system 
of medical organization has been warmly expressea, and 
yet by the last accounts we learn that he has been sus- 
pended from his office, and ordered to a distant service, a 
commission having been appointed to inauire into the con- 
dition and management of^ his office. No charge against 
him or reason for the investigation has transpired." 

The conclusion of every rational person must be in the 
language of the circular: — "If Dr. Hammond has not 
forfeited his right to fill the position for which he had 
been selected by the President of the United States, ha 
should be reinstated immediately. If, on the other hand, 
his honesty or competency is questioned, it is due to 
the President, the Senate, and the People, that this should 
be made known by the results of a formal procedure, 
and not firom an investigation conducted by a secret^ e» 
parity and an anonymous commission. Let the accused 
have the same hearing as his accusers. Let the exami- 
nation be as severe and searching as you please, so that 
it is but fair and open." 

We are not wedded to men or measures. We advo- 
cated those changes in the Medical Department, whidi 
we had reason to believe would give ^it the£ greatest 
efficiency, without regard to personal or party interests. 
Begarding Dr. Hammond as combining the largest num- 
ber of qualifications for the office of Surgeon-General, 
we have supported him steadily in that position. Nor 
are we disappointed. He has filled the full measure of 
his official position with credit to himself and honor to 
his profession. He stands before the worid to-day the 
best representative of the two branches of the profession 
which we can present It is the duty, and should be the 
privilege of every physician, whether in civil or military 
life, to sustain by every influence which he can employ' 
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Suroeon-Gbnebal Hammond as the head of the medical 
staff of the army. Whatever prejudices may have been 
created by any of his official acts should now be laid 
aside, and a united effort be made to restore him to his 
legitimate position, or secure him a fair and impartial 
hearing. 



rAIBS FOR THB SAMITABT OOmOSSION. 

The method of raising funds for the Sanitary Commission 
by popular fairs is proving a very great success. Money 
flows into its treasury in a continuous and ever-enlarging 
stream. The first fiur was held at Chicago, and realized the 
enormous sum of $125,000. The second is in progress at 
Boston, and from reports we learn that on the first days 
upwards of $50,000 daily was received. A third fair is 
now opened at Cincinnati on a scale of grandeur far sur- 
passing the other exhibitions. The city and surrounding 
country are all absorbed in this great work, and evidently 
it is to be the most productive fair yet held. These suc- 
cessful efforts to replenish the treasury of the Commission 
have aroused the patriotic citizens of New York, and ar- 
rangements are in active progress for a great metropolitan 
* fair. The preparations are on a scale but little less exten- 
sive and comprehensive than the World's Fair, formerly 
held in New York. The preliminary meeting consisted of 
three hundred gentlemen, representing the various indus- 
trial, commercial, trading, locomotive, financial, and chari- 
table interestai of the city. Two hundred ladies, selected 
for their energy and talents, are enlisted in the work, and 
twenty-nine committees have already been formed for the 
different departments. The financial success of this fair 
may be considered as already secured. The institution of 
these fairs throughout the country is a wise and happy 
enterprise. They combine the useful with the benevolent 
The people still contribute their charities to the advance- 
ment of the good cause, but in a manner to realize more 
than ever those kindly reactionary influences which follow 
benevolent deeds. 

AN AMBULANCE SYSTEM. 

There are several gentlemen fix>m Boston now in Washing- 
ton to urge upon the Government the adoption of a uniform 
ambulance system. Their object is an excellent one, but 
they are a little too much disposed to push their own ideas 
to the rather uncourteous neglect of the at least equally 
intelligent convictions of others, and thus tend to diminish 
the weight of the influence of the profession with Govern- 
ment. Now, the organization of the ambulance system for 
the Army of the Potomac by Dr. Letterman, its Medical 
Director, promulgated and inaugurated in general order 
No. 85, August 25th, 1863, by Gen. Meade, is the best and 
only practical organization feasible; it has been thoroughly 
studied out and tried under the advice of the Surgeon- 
General and the Sanitary Commission, and all thal^ is now 
wanted is to secure its adoption at Head-Quarters at Wash- 
ington for the whole military force of the United States. 

IMMUNITT OF NEGRO TROOPS FROM YELLOW FEVER. 

There was wise forethought in our Government in organiz- 
ing negro troops for the occupation and defence of impor- 
tant military ports in the South. A moving army in that 
latitude may remain healthy though composed of troops 
from a much higher latitude, but when they become an 
army of occupation they are liable to be decimated by the 



diseases peculiar to the climate. We have already proved 
the comparative immunity of colored troops from tbe dis- 
eases of the South, as fevers, diarrhoea, dysentery, etc. It 
now appears that the colored troops sent to Mexico by the 
French have not suffered from Yellow Fever, while the 
white troops have been swept off in vast numbers. We 
shall soon be in a position to prove the truth of these state- 
ments by a large number of tJie most reliable statistics. 

80CIETT FOR THE RELIEF OF THE WIDOWS AND ORPHANS OF 

MEDICAL MEN. 

This Society recently had its anniversary dinner, at which 
the annual report was read. The Society is in a most 
prosperous condition. By the bequests of Drs. Harsen 
and Cammann it realized $20,000. It has now about 
$50,000, mostly invested in mortgages and in 5-20 U. S. 
bonds. It has but few pensioners, and these it supplies 
with a meagre pittance. The Society ought to give more 
liberally to those entitled to its funds. The dinner passed 
off with the usual ceremonies of toasting and speech-mak- 
ing. 



CIRCULAR IN BEHALF OF THE SURGEON- 
GENERAL. 

1863. 

Sir — ^Your attention is most respectfully invited to the 
present condition of the Medical Bureau of the War De- 
partment 

Under the Act approved April 16th, 1862, the adminis- 
tration of the Medical Department was intrusted to a 
Surgeon-Gheneral, with the rank of a Brigadier-Gkneral. 
An Assistant Surgeon-General was also appointed with 
undefined duties, eight Medical Inspectors and a Medical 
Inspector-General <marged, under the direction of the Sur- 
geon-General, witn " the supervision of all that relates to 
the sanitary condition of the army, whether in transports, 
quarters, or camps, and of the hygiene, police, discipline, 
and efficiency of field and general hospitals." 

It is fair to presume that, in selecting Dr. William A. 
Hammond for Surgeon-General, the President and Senate 
were governed by good and sufficient reasons. Among 
those was, no doubt, the knowledge that he was a man in 
the prime of life, of strong constitution,' and active and 
temperate habits; of liberal views and larse and varied 
scientific acquirements, and of universal good repute. 

Since the first of September, however, the Surgeon- 
General and Inspector-General have changed places; the 
latter is put in charge of the Medical Bureau, uncertain 
what day his plans and policy may be interrupted, while 
the former is, ostensibly at least, making long tours of in- 
spection in the more remote fields of military operations. 
Under ordinary circumstances, this might be of UtUe mo- 
ment, but the present case has peculiar features. 

About the nrst of July, 1863, a special Comnussion was 
appointed to investigate the conduct of the Medical Depart^ 
ment The precise objects of inquiry and nature of their 
instructions were not made known. It was an unfortunate 
circumstance that a person was placed at the head of that 
Commission whose relations with the Surgeon-General 
were known to have been unfriendly from a time when A. 
H. Reeder was one of Mr. Buchanan's Governors of Kan- 
sas, and certain land schemes in that unfortunate territory 
were exposed and thwarted by the late Senator Douglas, 
G«n. (then Capt.) N. Lyon, and Dr. Hammond. It was natu- 
rally expected that this commission would visit the Medical 
Bureau, inspect its books and records, examine the organi- 
zation of the department, and iiH|uire into its principles and 
rules of action ; and, furnished with this outline chart, pro- 
ceed to the investigation of the necessary details. This 
was not their course. They sedulously avoided the Sur- 
geon-General and his office, and the most important sources 
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of infbrmation. They visited other offices freely, where only 
arithmetical results were filed, and offered liberal compen- 
sation to one of the Second Auditor's clerks to furnish 
them with data unofficially in odd hours. The offer was 
promptly declined. They called for, and were furnished 
with, voluminous reports^ filling many hundred pages with 
mere arithmetical figures^ from which no idea could be 
gleaned, except what every one knew, that large supplies 
bad been bought and mucn money expanded. These re- 
ports might £ow that large quantities of a given article 
were bought from a particular person, l>ut did not show 
that the person in question was tn~ only one in the United 
States having that article for sale at the time. Vrst pur- 
chases were sometimes made suddenljv, and wit! unavoid- 
able appearance^ of precipitancy. The Surgeon-General 
should have an opportunity to show what connexion these 
had with the great victories of the West, the Peninsular 
campaign, the retreat of General Pope, or the battle of 
Antietam. So far as expenditure of money is concerned, 
the most extravagant and irregular disbursements are con- 
stantly and necessarily made under authority of Command- 
ing Gienerals after great battles. Such outlay has always 
been sustained by me Secretary of War, and the wisdom 
and justness of his decision we do not que? tion. But the 
Commission asked for no explanations, and repeatedly re- 
fused to listen to them when offered. In their secret ses- 
sions at Washington, and their visits to other cities, thev 
no doubt fbund enough of disappointed speculators to fill 
their willing ears with tales of their own wrongs, ani the 
frauds of rival dealers. What may be the iud^en^ of 
this Commission, after a session of five months, it is only 
permitted us to guess, but there is no reason to expect that ^ ^ 
It will be favorable. Already a portion of the public press, «• 
ever ready to bay fiom afar at the bark of a prominent t 
man, is attempting to prejudice the public mind by circulat- 
ing vague defamation. t 

In the midst of these investigations, as if to prevent the s 
possibility of interference or explanation, the Surgeon- * 
Qenenl was despatched to the South Atlantic and Gulf i 
Coasts, the Missii^sippi River, and the Cumberland, osten- ^ 
sibly to perform thoee duties for the sake of which the office | 
of Medipal Inspector-General had been created. Surgeon^ 
Joseph R. Smith, who had been for thirteen months his > 
principal aid, and was presumed to be familiar with all his <^ 
official acts, was banished to Little Rock, that he might not 
give testimony in his favor. 

The administration of Dr. Hammond fell in a period of 
great events and arduous labor. The armies under Gen. 
McClellan and General Pope claimed a large share of his 
attention, and often his actual presence, while permission 
to visit the field of Western operations was denied him. 
•Rie whole medical service of the United States forces had 
to be reorganised. The extensive hospitals throughout the 
entire field of military operations, of which those on the 
Chesapeake, at Washington, Annapolis, Philadelphia, and 
New York, may be taken as examples, were to be planned, 
built, organized, and supplied. Large purchases had to be 
made on the shortest possible notice, under circumstances 
which made the promptness of supply as important as the 
character of the vendor. Be it also remembered that he 
was often straightened for funds, and several times without 
a dollar at his command. For, however liberably Congress 
might appropriate money, none of it was at his immediate 
disposal It could only be reached by a complex system of 
requisitions, liable to be blocked and delayed at every step. 
Hence, he might sometimes be compelled to order pur- 
chases at a disadvantage. That in sudb a state of Uiings, 
men would occasionally arise, base enough to attempt to 
defraud the nation in the quality or the price of their wares, 
was to be expected — that they sometimes succeeded, is not 
improbable, although not proved. But thisproves neither 
incompetency nor corruption in General Hammond. On 
his appointment he found all the mechanism of supply 
adapted to a peace establishment Time and leisure were 
necessary to leam all its details, and discover its defects. 



Of those cases at which rumor now mostly points, some 
were coeval with the war, some were inevitable under 
existing laws, and others were instantly discovered and 
corrected by General Hammond. Should the records and 
correspondence of the Surgeon-General's office at Washing- 
ington ever be examined, it will be found that vigilance 
and impartiality presided there. It is known that the 
most stringent oraers were issued to Medical Purveyors in 
regard to the standing and integrity of the persons with 
whom they dealt, and the quality and pr..ce of supplies. 
Comolaints were met by investigations, and if found just, 
with quick and decisive remedies. When, in the fall of 
1862, malversation was reported in the Purveying depot at 
Philadelphia^ the Inspector-General, and subsequently 
Medical Inspector Coolidgd, were sent with ample powers 
and instructions to investi^te the whole subject of the 

Ejrchase and issue of s'lcphes. Other investigations were 
ad from time to time as occasions arose. 

The orders and reports m these cases are authentic docu- 
ments for the conduct of the Department. There are nu- 
merous instances where positive prders were given not to 
buy of particular houses, whose prices, or the quality or 
measure of whose goods was found objectionable; none 
will be found where patronage was restricted to favorite 
parties. But in these expositions of errors and Irauds by 
the Surgeon-General, and the chagrin of unsuccessfiil com- 
petition, a multitude of enemies were made, but too eager 
to tesfify before any tribunal Ghreat importance is attached 
to this element of disaffection, in accounting for the present 
state of affairs, and almost as much to a feeling of jealousy 
among some of the old officers of the regular service. It is 
not to be wondered at, that some of the latter, accustomed 
to regard length of past service more than present effi- 
ciency as constituting the only title to pron^otion, should 
feel hurt at seeing a man selected for knowledtge of military 
hygiene, and not past the meridian of Ufe, promoted over 
their heads, and thould therefore endeavor to spread their 
disaffection like a contagion. It is fully believed that in 
this way false representations have been made to the Secre- 
tary of War, which have preoccupied his mind with an 
erroneous impression of the facts. 

What is proposed, then, is very simple. If Dr. Ham- 
mond has not forfeited his right to fill the position for 
which he had been selected by the President of the United 
States, he should be reinstated immediately. If, on the 
other hand^is honesty or competency is questioned, it is 
due to the President, the Senate, and the People, that this 
should be made known by the results of a formal procedure, 
and not from an investigatiou conducted by a secret, esc- 
parie, and anonymous commission. Let the accused have 
the same hearing as his accusers. Let the examination be 
as severe and searching as you please, so that it is but fair 
and open. 

Your co-operation. Sir, is respectfully solicited in ob- 
taining this measure of justice. Be the decision what it 
mav, aH good uSen will Uien accept it without a murmur: 
and none with a better grace than the Surgeon-G«nerM 
himself. It is important that justice be done to General 
Hammond; but it is immeasurably more important that 
tlie habit of justice be maintained among the American 
people. 

Believing that Surgeon-General Hammond has admi- 
nistered the complicated affairs of the Medical Bureau with 
a degree of honesty, scientific ability, and success, that 
should challenge the admiration of Congress, the people, 
and the mediciu profession of this and foreign countnes, we 
desire to infuse into our appeal every principle which 
should actuate those who heartily wish to see a just record 
made, not only of our National military successes, but at 
the triumphs in military hygiene, and the highest forms of 
pure philanthropy. 

(signbd) 
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^rmj gWital |nttUijmt 

WAMmwTOV OiTT, DMtmber fl, IMH ) 

1. In cofneqnence of tbe amoant of other duties which 
he has to perfonn, Surgeon John F. Hammond, U A Army, 
is hereby relieved from duty, as President ot the Army 
Medical Board, now in session in New i ortc, for the exa- 
mination of surgeons and assistant-surgeons of colored 
troops. 

In relieving Surgeon Hammond from this responsible 
duty, the Acting Surgeon-General desires to express his 
gratification at tbe manner in which the du^ has been 
performed. 

2. The Army Medical Board, now in session at New 
Tork city, for the examination of surgeons and tssistant- 
surgeons of colored troops, is hereby dissolved. 

3. An Army Medical Board to consist of Surgeon Horace 
B. Wirtz, U.S. Army, Surgeon Alexander B. Mott^ U.S. 
Vols., and Assistant-Surgeon Havilah M Sprague, U.S. 
Army, will assemble in New York city on Monday, Dec. 
2dth, 1863, for the examination of candidates for the fol- 
lowing i^pointments : — Assistant-Surgeons of U.S. Volun- 
teers, Surgeons and Assistant-Surgeons of colored troops, 
Contract Physicians and Medical Cadet& 

4. Surgeon Horaee R. Wirtz, U.S. Army, will report to 
Surgeon Charles McDougall, U.S. Army, Medical Director, 
Department of the East, for duty, as President of the Medi- 
cal Examining Board at New i ork city, and for such other 
duties as he may assign him to. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General, 

C. H. Cranb, 
Surgeon U,8, Army. 

The Army Medical Board, dissolved by the above order, 
haS) up to the date of ceasing operations, examined forty- 
two candidates. Of this number six withdrew before com- 
pletion of examination. Six were non-graduates, and con- 
sequently were not eligible ; three were rejected for phy- 
sical disquahfications ; four were found qualified, and re- 
commended for the appointment of surgeon, have been 
appointed, and are now on duty. Six were found qualified 
for appointment as assistant-surgeons ; five of whom have 
been appointed, and are now on duty. 



Wab DaPAKTimrr, AMcrrAirr-GsivnAL's Omoi, I 
Waakhigt4)n, D.O, Dm. f, 1818. f 

Geniral Obdxbs, No. 391.— -Commanders of Departments 
are authorised to grant furloughs to enlisted men in the 
General Hospitals within the Umits of their command, upon 
the approval of the Medical Director or Chief Medical 
Officer. The dumber allowed to be absent at one time to 
be limited to five (5) per cent, and the period not to exceed 
thirty (30) days, and to be ^duated accordiug to the 
distance of the applicant fi'om his home. The good conduct 
of the appUcant to be made the rule of the Medical Officers 
in recommending the furloughs. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. TOWNSKND, 

Assistant Adjutant- GeMrciL 



OBDBRB, CHANGES, kc 

Th« foHoirlng nuned OfBoen bsTe bad Um permttsloii to deUy tw«iitj 
dftjt In r^oining tbeir reKimenta, ezt«od«d ten dftjs : 

AMistsnt-&nrg«oiw H. A. Oood«I«s tlst Mtehinn Volt.: F. CorfK l«t 
'VIscotwin Vote.; H. T. Woodruffe, 100th imnoU Volt.; A. J. Lary, Sd 
SMt Teii]i«w«e Volb.; J. T. Wftlton, lOSd PennsrlrADlft Vote.; Sanreons 
J. M. CM>k, Mth Ohio Vote. ; Jmdm K. Broteford, 74th Ohio Vote. ; 
Asst-Sorgeoo O. Nellls, 8d Vlrvinla GftTalrr; SurgeoM Heory J. Uerriek, 
17th Ohio Vote. ; WiWam a MoQ«Tran, Mth Ohio Vote. ; Henir J. Her- 
rick. 17th Ohio Vols. (2d •xtenston); Aotist-Sorgeons J. J. Sheldon, 45th 
Ohio Vote. : H. Orlswuld, Uth Micbinn Vute. ; Uargeoni Wm. Forrester. 
5th KentoekT Vole.; W. F. MoCortfy, 87th Penntjlrftnte Vols.; W. M. 
Hoatton, liid Ohio Vote.; J. W. Whitney, 18th MnsMehoMtta Vote.; 
AMtet-Snrgeon S. M. Howtend, Mth Ohio Voln 

Tbe folloirlnff Medloal OfDcen, reoentlj releafed ae prieonen of war 
from BiohoBond. Va., will Join their re^OMntab Permiaaion lo deli^ 
raportinc for tweotj daya te haraby granted tbam:— 



AariaUnt-8nT«aoaa D. 8. Clark, »th ilttnoia Votei; P. B. TheoBbii 
»th Illinoto Votei 

Tbe leave of absence mnted E. W. H. Beck, 8d Indtann OavBlry, te 
Special Ordera No. 22a. Deeember 15. 186B; from Headqoartera, Gariilfy 
Corpa, Army of tbe Potomac, is hereby extended fifteen daya. 

Tbe Board conyened by Special Ordera No. tia Joly ll IStt, from 
tbe War Department, **for the Ezaminfttion of Men at ConraleaeeBt 
Camp, Va., for admtealon into tbe Inralid Corpa»" hm bean diaaoWed. 

So much of Special Ordera Na 60S, Nov. lltb, 1862. aa honorably dla- 
ehar^ Aaafataat-Snrzeon Joaeph R Galer, Ust Wbconeln Vola.. baa 
been ao amended aa to read aa foUowa:— AaaiataBt-ttergecB Joaeph B. 
Galer, 81st Wisconsin Vote., bavinft tendered hte reaigcation, te hereby 
honorably dtecbarged the aerrice of the United States, on aoeonnt cA 
phyaleal diaability, with condition that be ahaU receire no final payment 
until be has aatiafied the Pny DepartOMnt that be te not indebUd to 
tbe Ooremment. 

The following named Ofllcera (poblidiad oAdally N^ir. SB, 1888). bar- 
ing failed to appear before the Military Commiaaioo, tnatitntod by Spadal 
Ordera Ko. 58, eorrent aeriea. from tbe War Department within tba 
prescribed time, are, by direction of the President, dismissed tbe serrlea 
of the United Statea, to date Nor. tt, 1888, for tbe eauaea aet oppoalia 
tbeir names: — 

Sargeon Pascal A. Qolnan, 150th Pannaylvanin Vote^, for abaenoe with- 
out proper aothority. 

Tbe reaignatlona of the following nanaa*! Offieera bare been ncoepted 
by the President, to take eflect from the datea aet <^Maite tbeir raq>ee- 
tire namea: — 

Surgeon S. F. EllSott, n.S.V.; Asaistant^uigeoa J. K. Bviday, U.S.V.; 
Hospital Steward J. B. Patteraoo, U.S.A., baa l»een discharged for ineoan- 
petency. 

Hoepltal Steward Ferdinand Weiler, TSd New Tork Votei ; Sergenata 
Wm. B. Tonne, let Wiaeonsin Caralry ; and Jamea Mingay, 115tb New 
Tork Vote. ; Privatea John A. Rodrigo, 5th New Jersey ; Henry E. 
Daniela, 184th Illinote ; Edward S. Fletcher, 18th Maaaachnaetta ; Tbomaa 
0. Wood. 79th New Tork ; OroTo M. WilJia, Ist Illinote Artillery ; John 
W. Smith, 18Ut Ohio; Kobert J. Strong, lat MinneaoU; Jamea M. 
McMasters, 87th Illinois; Lnetns Dille, 15th Indians Battery Light Ar- 
tlltery; and William Gardiner, a anbetltate for a drafted man, and now 
Actiu Hoepltal Steward at the Barracka ibr Drafted Men at Philadelphia, 
Pa., have Seen discharged with % Tiew to tbeir enlistment aa Hoaidtnl 
Stewards In the Army. 

So noueh of Special Ordera No. 618, Nor. tt, 1888, from tbe War 
Department, as assigned Assistnnt-Surgeon Charles H. Hood, U.S.V., to 
doty in the Department of the Sonth, te berfby revoked : and he wIU 
report in person without detey to the Commanding Qeneral Department 
of the Cumberland, for assirnroent to daty. 

Surceon B. B. Breed, U.S.V.. te authorized to delaycomplylnff with 
Special Orders No. 544, Deoember 8, 1868, from the War Department^ 
aasiffning him to duty in the Department of the Miaaonri, until he baa 
settled hte accounta as Medical Panreyw, Department of North Carolina. 
Permission to Tteit Washington for tnat purpose is granted him. 

Act -Aasiat -Surgeon A. VL Smith, U.S.A., baa been aaaigned .to Laa 
Cruoea, N. M. 
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Dbath OF Db. H. G. Olmstead— At a meeting of the 
Bellevne Medical UnioD, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted — 

Whsrea*^ It has pleased Provldenee to remoTo from our midst by peati- 
lential diseaae our late friend and colleague Dr. H. O. Olmatead : therefore, 
Bmohtd^ 1st That while we deeply recret the death of onr coUeagu«s we 
can yet rejoice that he died brawly at bis post, in tbe performance ci bin 
professional duties ; furnishing a noble example of tbe neglect of peraonal 
aafety^hile endeavoring to save others. 

8d. That in the death of Dr. Olmatead, we hare to lament a pleaaant 
companion, a aincere friend, and an accomplished physician. 

8dC That we most deeply sympathize with Dr. Olmatead*a ralatlTaa ia 
tbeir preaent great affliction. 

4th. That these resolotions be printed in the American Medical Tlmea, 
and a copy be aent to the frienda of deceaaed. 

FBANom DaLAFinj>. I 

W. SouTOwoME, Jb. V CoMiiimm. 

J. W. Ltov. ) 

Death op Dr. Mortimer F. Porter. — ^At a regut&r 
meeting of the Obstetrical Section of the Academy of 
Medicine held last evening, it was voted that a oopy of the 
following testimonial, which received the hearty approba- 
tion of fdl tbe members, be transmitted to The Amkrioah 
Medical Times for publication : — 

Whereas our lata aaaodate, Mobtxmxb O. Pobtkb, M.D., baa bean ra- 
moTcd by death, we, the members of the Obstetrical Section of tbe Aca- 
demy of Medicine, hereby expt«aa to hia frmily and frienda our aympatlnr 
with them in their bereaToment« and our aorrow tot his early loea ; an4 
whenaa, aa Secretary of the Section for nearly four yeara put, be baa 
moat creditably and fritbftally fhlfllled hia dutiea, for his moral worth, hia 
public uaefblaesa, and hia prufiBseional attalnmenta^ w« hereby put oa 
record thla arldence of oar high and siooere reapect. 

It is proper to add that several members ^ke most 
kindly and ieeUngl^ of the Doctor ; and by all his memory 
will be long and faithfully oherished. 

VswTdK,I>6aSM,16ai 
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PVBUOATIOHB RscsiTXD.— Oh Asthma, Its Pithologj ftod Trestinent, br 
Beniy Hazell Salter, ILD. : Philadelphia, Blanchard A Lea. 1861 A 
Manual on Kxtraotinir Teeth, bv Abraham Robertson, D.D.8^ M.D. ; Phila- 
delphia, LiDdsaj A Blakiston, 1868. On. the Treatment of STphilis and 
other Diseases without Mercory, br Charles B. Drrsdale, M.D. ; London, 
H.BaUii«i% 1868. 

DIED. * 

OuoTSAO.— At Belleme Hospital, Dee. 16, 1868, H. G. Ouistxad, MJO. 
Honae Physician of the Hospital. 

♦ 

MSTEOROLOQT AND KECKOLOOT OF THE WEEK IN THE OITT 

AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 

Abstract of the Offldal Report 

From the Slit daj of December to the 28th day of December, 1868. 

DmOa— Men, 104; women, 106; boys, 154 ; girls, 118 ; total, 48L Adnlts, 
908; children, 27S; males. 258; fbmales, 228; colored, lOi Infknts under 
two years of sge, 161.' Children born of native parents, 13; foreign, 178. 

Among the causes of death we notice :— Albuminuria, 4; apoplexy, 7; 
Inlkntile cou vulsiuns. 27 ; croup, 84 ; diphtheria, 81 ; scariet fever,^l ; typhus 
aad typhoid feversL 28; consumption, 76 ; small poz, ; measles, 7 ; aropsy 
in head, 9; inCsntile marasmus, 15; Inflammatiun of brain, 14; of bowels, 
8; of lungs, 86; bronchitis, 10; err^pelas, 4: dlarrbcsa and dysentery, 7. 
984 deaths occurrsd from acute diseattes, and 80 from violent causes. 806 
were native, and 175 foreign ; of whom llfl came frvm Ireland ; 84 died In 
the City Charities; of whom 28 were in BeUeme Hospital, and 18 in the 
Immigrant institution. 

Abetract of the Atroos^erical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, Mo. 67 Essex street. New York. 
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KsMAaaa.— 20th. Clear most of the day ; snow fttun 12^ to 1 p.m. 21st. 
arfahle a.m. ; clear altemoon ; cloudy evening, with light snow. 22d 
light snow early a.m. ; day dear, with fresh wind. 28d. Light snow earli 



Tarfahle a.m. ; clear altemoon ; cloudy evening, with light snow. 22d. 
light snow early a.m. ; day dear, with fresh wind. 28d. Light snow early 
A.M. ; day elear, with fresh wind. 24th. Yarlable day, with a ^e of wind. 



SSth. Tory fine. 26th. Fog A.M. ; variable day. 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 
New York County Medical Society. — A &ated Meeting 
of the above Society vHU be held at the College of Phyekiana 
and Surgeons^ comer of 23d Street and 4^ Avenue^ on Mon- 
day evening^ Jamwry 4^ at S o^dock. Alonzo Calkins, 
H.D., iM present a review of ike various modes of Judicial 
Executions for capital offences^ wOh suggestions to the medical 
profession. 

New York Academy of Medicine. — The New York 
Acadenty of Medicine will hold its regular meeting on Satur- 
day evening^ January 2d. The Annual Election uHU take 
place, after which Dr. Squibb wiU resume his remarks on the 
New United States Pharmacopoeia. January 20ihy Dr. J. R. 
Wood wiU read Jtis paper on Necrosis and the Reproduction 
ef Bone. 

Extract of Hamamelis Virginica, 

OB WrrCH-HAZLB. 

The attentlott of the Profession Is c^led to our elegant distillation 
from the young twigs of Witch-Uazle. 

For inflammatory condlti<Mis, such as excessive congestion of the 
eoBJunettva, varicose veins, hgmonrhoMs, all hiemorrbages, whether of 
the nose, uterus, or frt>m wounds, the extract of Witch-Haxle will be 
found invaluable. 
For sale in bulk or In bottles of 82 oz., 16 ox., 8 oz., 4 oz., by 

GA8WBLL. MACK A GO., 
J U nder F ifth Avenue Hotel 

Fuid Medicinal Extracts, &c. — Wm. 
B. PRINCE, Flushing, Long Island, N. Y., will supply Fluid and 
Itolld Extracts of the most important medicinal plants or American and 
Fovslgn origin. Also dried preparations of their roots, foliage, or flowers. 
A catalogue with their thacapeuHe eharaotan will be send to appUoanta. 
Band stamps 



BOWDOIN COLLEGE. 

MEDICAL DBPABTMEMT. 

The 44th Annual Course of Lectures in the Mkdioal School or M4nr«, 
at Bowdoln College^ will commence February 26th, and continue sixteen 
weeks. Circulars containing ftul information can be had on applicatioB 
to the SeoreUry, at Williamstown, Mass., or to B. 8. Conant, M.D., 27 
East 24th street, New York. 

P. A. CHADBOUBNE, M.D.. 

j3iO§ BmM'M. 

Bmnswiek, October 2, 1868. 

THE HIGH MEDICINAL CHARACTER WHICH 

EFFERTESCEMT SELTZER APEBIEMT 

Has obtained among physicians generally, has drawn from an eminent 
and very diatlngnished member of the medical profession of this (Aty 
the following testimonial of its merits. We omit his name, knowing it 
to be the wish of the profession, as a role, to avoid publicity in con- 
nexion with proprietary articles. 



MB. JAMES Tii^BANT. 

Bn:— I have carefoUy examined, and in many cases prescribed the 
medicine which you presented nie, and am h4>py to bear my testimony 
in its fovor. 

It has long been a desideratum with the profession to obtain a cathartic 
at once mild and pleasant, whi^ should combine also the properties 
which exist in 

TARRANT^ EFFERVESCENT SELTZER APERIENT. 

In those cases where there Is an excess of acid in the stomach and 
bowels, producing the usual concomitants. Flatulency, Heartburn, Gos- 
tlveness. etc, the S^Umw Ap^HerU In my hands has proved Indeed a va- 
luable remedy. Cathartics are generally obnoxious to <;hlldren, disguise 
them as you may; in many cases, however. In which I have administered 
your Apm4sfU to ehUdsea, they have readily taken it, and frequently 
asked me to repeat the dose. To persons visiting warm climates it will 
prove a medicine of much vahie. 

The facility with which it may be administered, and the elegant man- 
ner in which it Is offored to the publio, give It a claim to general notice 
which its Intrinsio merits fully support 

(Signed) , M.D. 

New York City. 

The Aperient is in the form of a powder, carefblly put up in flint glaaa 
bottlesi to keep in any climate, and merely requires water poured upon it 
to produce a delightftd effervescent draught 

Manoliftotnred only by 

TARBANT A CO., 
278 Greenwich, cor. Warren St, 

New York. 
For Sale by all Druggistt. 

VACCINE 

Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this ci^; put up In 
the best form for transmission tu any port of the world. Price*— single 
tube, 75 cts.; three, |2; single churge or eighth-day lymph.on pointed quiUa. 
16 cts; fifteen pointe, $1 ; single dmnre, on convex surttoe of section of 
quill, 20 ou. ; tea, $L Crusts ftt>ra $1 to $8 according to weight 

Address, Esstem Dispensary, 57 Essex Street New ToriL 

li uffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Jj A MONTHLY PEBIODICAL. 

The BoflUlo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthlr, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews. Cor- 
respondence, Army News, etc, etc ; including the usual variety of Medi- 
cal Periodical Publicationa. Specimen copies sent on applicatioB. Terms 
$2.00 a year, in- advanc*. 

' J. P. MINEE, M.D., 

- Editor Bi{giUo Med. and Swg. Jour.. 

Buffalo. N. T. 

^ew York Ophthalmic School. — 

JLl LectuMa on Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery will be delivered 
at the N. Y. Ophthalmic Hospital, corner 4th Ave. and 28th at, every 
Saturday, at fuur o'clock p.m., by Marcus P. Stephenson, M.D., one of 
the attending surgeons. The Lectures will be'illnsirated by Dissectiona, 
Models, PainilDgs, and by Delrympl^s mognlflcent engravings on the 

Pathology of the eye. Clinical Instruct on will also be given Tuesday, 
'hursday, and Saturdsy, ttom 1 to 8 o'clock p.m., at the Hospital to the 
members of the class. „ . .^ «__ . ^ . ^ 

Tickets for the entire Course wiU be fT. Examination and Diploma, 
IS. 
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6EOBOE TlEMAXfS A 00. 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 

OTTO A RBYNDBRS, 
Murafiketaren and ImpMten of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

Th«Tftriouf SpUnta for Morbus Coxaiios, Abdominal Snpportara, Shoolder- 
bracM, StookiDgs for YarlooBe Veins, Elsctrlo MachineSj Ear-Trumpets, 
Fractnre Splint^ Crutches. Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine CoUery, e tc 

tA rtiiicial Legs and 
-^ Armsw Selpbo's Patent The best sab- 
stitutes for lost limbs the worid of soienoe 
hss ever invented. (Established 94 years.) 
Gsn be had only of 
WM. SELPHO, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Send for pamphlet 616 Broadway. N. T. 
N.B.— A. Silver Medal Just awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Instl tnte for the best Artiflclal Limbs. 

"DISEASES OF THE TflSOAT. 

DR. ELSBERG, 

LSOnmXB ON the LARTNOOSOOPE and DISEASES OF THE 
LABTNX AND THROAT IN THE UNIYERSITT Or 

NEW TORE, 

Devotes himself speciallj to the Treatment of Diseases of 

THE IsARYNX 

and Neighboring Organs. 

OFFICE HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 FM. 

153 West 15th Street ^ 

The "Elixir of Calisaya Bark''— 

X was introdnced to the notice of the Facolty in 1880, by J, MUhau, Os 
9ol6 JniV^nior, None of those nnmeroas firms were in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, have f jond it more convenient with- 
in a few years to. appropriate the above extensively known title : it is there 
fore presamable that physicians in prescribing, as for over thirtv rean, 
have reference solely to the ariainal arUcU uuJe bv 4. Milrau & Sow. 

Also, the CHALYBEATE ELIXIR OF OALISAfA BABE (oopy. 
righted), being the above preparation with the addition of two grains of 
the wlSbT^xiS FyrophomaU <^ Jnm to each wineglassftal. 

Sole agency for Fssm ob AKnnoiAL Etbs from the leading Paris maaoilio* 
torsr. Binne eyes to order. Sets of 190 for ocolists. 

J. Milh4u a Son, 
Pmgglsts and Pharmacenttots, 188 Broadway, N.T.. near Cortlandt st 

Either agents for or Importers of all the French medicines and fine pre- 
p arations In rogne. 

ueru's Cod Liver Oil Jelly. — This 

Jelly has been improved by the N. Y. Academy of Medidne, and 

l^rs the fonowinff advantages over the liquid oil :— 

1 It can be swallowed withont imparting any oil to the palate. 

s! It Is digested by the most delicate stomachs, eyen by those which 
reject the oIL 

8. It win never operate as a cathartic 

4. Being entirely digested, the dose Is only one tablespoonfol ; It con- 
tains 85 per cent of oil, as L proved by operating before a cooimittee 
appolntea cui Aoo by the Academy of Medicine. For ssle by every dmg^ 

*^ Wholesale at the Office, 

86 Piatt Street. N.Y. 

ble Gelatine Capsules of Balsam 

of Copaib*! containing each 10 grains of Pore Bslssin. 
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RELIABLE CAPSULES OF BALSAM OF COPAIBA AND OIL 
OF CUBEB8, containing each 9 grains of Copalva and 1 grain of Oil of 

CobebSk 
One naln of OH of Cnbebs represents 18 grains of cnbebSw 
■^ PreoaredbyE. QUERIT, 

Chemist and Fharmaoeotlst 
I beg leave to olfer to the profession the above o^Mules ss perfectly 
reliable, and made of the best and carefully selected substances, and would 
respecmilly request physicians to compart these capsules with any in the 
manat. 
^^ J. L. M. qUERU, 

SeiiattStntt 



WADE ft FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK; BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITAL^ 

MannfJM^tore and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 

SYBINOES, BTO, 
85 FnWm itr^t, Nmd York, 
W. h F. begleave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which thev have airanged under 
the supervision of Dr. Jamks R. Wood, a toll description of which will b« 
forwarded upon application. AIso^ Dr. Lnwn A. Satbs's improved out- 
door Splint for Mobbits Coxjuuus. Directions for measurements will b« 
forwaraed when requested. 

J?^ere»cM.--^AMBS B. Wood, M.D., Lbwis A. Satbi, M.D., Sx BF t m i 
SmTH, M.D., B. F. Bacbb, M.D^ U.S.N. 
PRIOBD CA7AL0QUX3 WILL BE 8SNT 'SO AKY ADDRX8& 
QF~ Agents for Jewett's Artificial Lmibs, which are superior to all 

Sole Agents for "^ Ferminichs Irritation Instmmeat" Price $8.08. 




CHKISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S ! 

The CRAIO MICB08C0PE, with mounted ol^ects, con- 
stitutes a beaudfhl and appropriate HOLIDAY GIFT to old 
or young; oomblning Instruction with amusement ; magni- 
fying about 100 diameters or 10,000 times, being the power 
most frequently required for practical purposes, and yet so 
simple that a child can use it. It Is mailed, prepaid, for 
$2.95; with « beautiful mounted ol^ecta, $8 ; with 94 ob- 
jects, 85. Liberal discount to dealera. 

Address, 

HENRY CRAIG. 
885 Broadway, New York. 

The ''Fifth Avenue Pharmacy/' 

167 FIFTH AVE., BET. 91ST and 22d ST. 

J. P. FILER, Pbopbrtob, 

JOHN CANATAN, PnABMACBunsr. 

The Undersigned would beg to Inform the Medical Profession that h« 
Is sgaln in business at the above establishment, where, having the 
entire control of the Pharmaceutical Department, he will be enabled 
to carry on business as formerly for hlmselt 

Respectftilly, 

^ JOHN CANATAN. 

N.B.— Medicines at all hours, day and night 

An Anatomical Ball and Socket- 
JOINTED LEG, with lateral motion at the ankle, like the 
natural one. * 

Also: 

THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVT LEG. 

The latter Is fhmlshed to soldiers bv the U.S. Government, without 
charge, by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the following 

Elaces:— 858 Broadway, N. Y., Rochester, N. Y., Cincinnati, O., or St. 
louis, Ma 

A pamphlet of description and instructions sent on the receipt of a 
two cent postage stamp. 

TERMS O F THE AMEBICAy MEDICA L HUES. 

Citv and Canadian Subscribers, 88mM per annum, payable in advance. 

Mall Subscribers, 88 per annum, payable in advance. 

Remittances must aocompanv an oraer f(N* the JoumaL 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible for the loss of 
moneys inclosed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the 1st of Januaixand 
Jnlv ; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

Those who desire to have the series complete csn be suj^lled with tiie 
back numbers at the original subscription price. 

The last volume, nieehr bound in cloth, may be had at the <^ee, for ft 80 
and free by mail for 88.m; cloth cases for binding noay be had at the oiBoe 
for 95 cents, and free by mail for 84 centa. 

*«* Tub Mbdioal Timbs Is published every Saturday morning, and fa 
transmitted direct by mall throughout every section of tne countiy. As a 
medium for immediate communication with the medical profession of the 
United States, it offers unsurpassed fodlities to those desiring to advertise 
Medical Colleges and Schools. late Works, Suxgical Appllancea, Instruments 
of every klnc^ Drugs and Medicines, etc., etc. The foUowinc terms of 
tr&nslent advertisemenu may be modified by special contract for perma- 
nent insertion: 

yi column, or less, each Insertioli H 00 

V ** - 1 80 

w •• • 880 

1 •* - T 80 

A deduction of 10 per cent Is nsade for Insertions^ 

U ^ M W M ^ M 

U 3Q M U U 90 U 

M 85 u u u 5S •* 

Oommimlcations should be addressed ** Oflioe ABserlcan Medical TlmM^ 
440 Broadway, N. T.** BAILUERE BB0THEB8, 
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PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF OBSTETRICS. 

Including the Signs, Diagnosis, Diseases of Peegnanct, and Paetueition, together with 

the Management of the Lying-in Woman and her Infant. 

By gunning S. BEDFORD, A.M., M.D., 

Professor of Obstetrics, the Diseases of Women and Children, and Clinical Obstetrics in the University 
of New York, Author of " Clinical Lectures on the Diseases of Women and Children." Illus- 
trated by four Colored Lithographic Plates and ninety-nine Wood Engravings. One 
superb 8vo. volume of over 770 pages. Price $4.60 by mail, free of 
postage. Thu'd Edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 

WILLIAM WOOD, 61 Walker St., New York. 

The extraordinaiy sale of this work, in these troublous times, is far beyond the most sanguine hopes 
of the Publisher, having passed to a Third Edition in the brief period of thirteen months from the day 
of publication. As an evidence of its high appreciation, it may be mentioned that it has already been 
adopted as the Text-Book on Obstetrics in twelve of our Medical Colleges. The following extracts will 
indicate its enthusiastic reception by the Medical Press, both at home and abroad. 



From the New York American Medical limes. 

No treatise on obstetrics has ever received saoh high and nnlversal 
eominendatloii by the Medical Press of this ooantrj and of Europe. In 
matter and arrangement, in philosophic views, in elegance m well as elo- 
quence of expression, there is no work In the Engush language on the 
same subject which, in onr Judgment, can compare with It Dr, Bedford's 
fbrmer work on the ^ Diseabes of Women and Children,^ which received 
the high honor of a translation into the French and German languages, 
had already placed him among the mo6t saoceeafal authors in this depart- 
ment. 

From the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dr. Bedford has explored the whole of his ground In a thorough, lumi- 
nous, and systematic manner. It is a national woik, and should, uierefore, 
become the text-book In the medical colleges of the United States. It is, 
indeed, a book of unsurpassed abiliiy. The fHends of Dr. Bedford^s volume 
are not only of bis own household, but foreign nations have adopted the 
products of his mind. No one who reads this book can be surprised at the 
ju^e praise extended to it by some of the very beat foreign reviews and 
Junnuus. 

FVom the New York American Medical Monthly. 

We have read this book ft-om the first page to the Inrt, and, truly, it is an 
honor to our country. The work, the more we study It, i^s us the more 
to appreciate the amount of research and labor expended upon Its produc- 
tion. We mav proudly compare it with any similar foreign publication. 
The greatest fault we can find with the volume la, not that any portion of 
It 1h bad, but that some parts are so superlatively excellent that even the 
brilliancy of others is obscured. Hereafter, whether as student or practi- 
tioner, the obstetrician will need no other book, as instructor, guide, or 
authority, than Bedford's '* Principles and Practice.'' 

IVom, the Phila. Medical and Surgical Reporter. 

We have read no work on this subject for many years with so much 
unalloyed pleasure and profit The style Is plain, fresh— welling up from 
an exuberant fountain— compact The whole book exhibits the careful 
preparation of the successful Teacher. The plan and arrangement of the 
work are at once comprehensive, systematic, complete— and ftiUy posted 
to the existing state of the science. 

From the Edinbwgh Medical Journal 

The work is so good and so tax excels the generality of text-books on 
nbstatrios, that we wish onr readers to be impressed with a sense of Its 
aonndaeaa, readableness, and worth. We can, therefore, give Dr. Bedford's 
Tolume no higher praise than to say it is remarkable among its cotempo- 
rarlca, for soundness in scientific views, readableness as a IlteraiT comSo- 
aition, And worthy as a guide of practice. 

FVom the Glasgow Medical Journal. 

It was w«h opnside«*le interest that we opened the imporing volume, 
which Dr. Bedford has given to the world. It has caused its author many 
^ hour of tJwught and toIL which would otherwise, perhaps, have consti- 
tuted the leisure of a busy life. We have read the work wiSi neat nlea- 
Aure, and, as a praetlcal guide, it la unsurpassed. . 

lYom the British American Journal^ Montreal. 

We congratulate Dr. Bedford on the success he has achieved. It is 
more than a 8accea8<— it is a triumph. His book comes seasonably In, and 
^opplie* a want, as re«u^A ninnteneas ot practical detail, in which other 
works on this subsiect were deficient exoeiJing, possibly, but oertainlv 
riyalling, the great Treatise of KamsbethamT^ ^^ wruuniy 

From the Canada I^ncest^ Montreal 

W« do not wonder at Bedford's ." Principles and lyaeOee of Obstetrics '' 
being adopted by so many colleges as a Text-Book; It w,oold rather have 
flun&rlsed us had they not done so. We 4x>ngratuiate tjbeiwthor on his 
well-merited snce^aa. 

From the Lond. Brit and For. Med,- (Mr, Seview. 
This book is a complete, aystematic and pracUeal ti»atise u»ob oUte- 
titea, bMugbt up to the ^xJjitlng state of science, aud end)r%el5ttwijma^ 



tomy, physiology, and signs and diseases of pregnancy, parturition, and 
childbed. All these subjects, with the physiological disquisitions arising 
out of some of them, are discussed. Assuredly, so comprehensive a course 
was never, perhaps, before given. The volume is evidently the result of 
great labor and research, and contains a vast deal of information, and that 
of a recent kind, upon all subjects connected directly or indirectly with 
obstetric medicine. 

From the Gazette MediealCj Paris, 

A oarefhl perusal of this Book has impressed us with uneqntvocal 
respect for tne Author. The entire volume develops fine scholarship 
and abounds on every page with evidences of the most thorough research* 
The work is, indeed, an honor to American Medical Authorship, and may 
proudly take its place by the side of our best European standard books 
on obstetrics. 

From the Chicago Medical Journal. 

The author deserves the thanks of the profession for having produced a 
national work of such unequivocal value. It is systematic without beibg 
cramped or rigid ; it is comprehensive without being tedious ; it is learned 
and exact without being peaantio and finical. We predict that the vast 
labor, extensive research, enthusiasm, and ability, which Dr. Bedford has 
lavished on this book will give it the very first place in the estimation 
of the profession. 

From the Cincinnati Lancet and Observer. 

This treatise should be in the hands of every physician and student in 
the land. It has no superior, and few, if any, equals, in any country. 
Progress is plainly written on every page. The author has presented na 
an originality, which is quite refrefehmg in these days of flunkeyism aud 
imitation. 

From the Chicago Medical Examiner. 

Dr. Bedford has presented the profest«ion with a very superior work, and 
we are deceived if we be not uuiven«ally sustained in this opinion. It will 
be to the American practitioner on Interesting as well as a profitable com- 
panion. As an American work we are proud of it, and most cordially re- 
commend it as the Text-Book on Obstetrics. 

From the Cincinnati Medical and Surgical News. 

Dr. Bedford's book has had an unparalleled success which fpeaks volumes 
•for the intelligence of the profession, as the author, we think, has given 
us a work of more Intrinsic value than any other on the same subject 
now in existence. Any interruption while reading it is an annoyance, 
and we return to the mental feast as the himgry child to its intercepted 
meal. The pbvsieian who does not procure a copy of this admirable b<)ok. 
and read it, will not only be deprived of a treat, but shonld be oonaldered 
behind the times. 

From the Phila. North Amer, Medico- Chir. Beview. 

The skilful obstetrician wields a ready pen on every page. The book 
is a complete treatise on the subject it discusses, and is very full in 
matters which are but lightly dwelt upon in works on obstetrics. 

From the Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

A book of nnsuroassed excellence ; we know of no treatise in which 
the vast subject of scientific and practical obstetrics has been so tho- 
roughly discussed. It is the best work on obstetrics in the English language. 

From the Berkshire Medical Journal. 

This book comes from a high source. Dr. Bedford stands before th« 
profession with authority In his department Uls work displays, as wnuld 
be expected from such a source, a tliorough acqaintance witn the literature 
of the subject, past and present, down to the very latest expedients, and 
the extensive practical knowledge of a popular obstetrician. 

From the N. Y. Norili Amer. Journal of Homcsopathy. 

This book deals with accumulated fkct8,and profound generalizations. In 
which none but the clearest intellect, and the most critical observer can 
be perfectly at home in fulness of detail, lucidity of arrangement and 
philosophical analysis. Dr. Bedford's volume will long stend as a model 
work, and will become the favorite text-book in the schools, aa well aa 
the moat valued guide of the practitioner. 
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TO BXLI.BTUB HOSPITAL; LATK MEDICAL IKBtKO 

TOB, U.S. A. 

LECTURE I— PART IL 

Case 58.— Richard Merx, Corporal, 20th N.Y. Vols., was 
wounded at Fredericksburg, Va., May 4, 1863, by a ball 
which entered on the left side of the left thigh, and passed 
out through the groin, traversing in its course the tro- 
chanter major. Seven months after, when I saw this man, 
the wound was still discharging moderately, and several 
very small fragments of bone had escaped irom time to 
time, which evidently came from tiie trochanter. The 
trochanter was comminuted, I think, as it is now much 
expanded; but the limb was probably never shortened, 
indeed there was never a complete separation of the shaft. 

Case 5. — ^Henry Voger, private, 20th Mass. Vols., was 
wounded June 30, 1862, at White Oak Swamp, V., by a 
ball which entered the lower part of the femur, near the 
joint, in front, but it did not pass through, and has never 
been found. It probably remains in the bone. Three 
months after I saw the patient, and learned that only 
moderate inflammation had followed the injury, yet the 
knee was anchylosed. and the adjacent tissues somewhat 
thickened. The discnarge of matter had ceased. 

This was also a case of " perforation," the shaft of the 
bone not having been completely separated. My impres- 
sion is that the ball entered just above the epiphysis, and 
probably it was not broken through into the joint. 

Case 64.— Sei^ant Louis Morell, aet. 19, 119th N. Y. 
Vols., was wounded by a ball which entered on the outside 
of the left leg, within one inch of the joint ( capsule), and 
passed upwards and forwards emerging in front, but not 
entering the capsule of the joint. I saw this man four 
inonths aft^r the injury. The wound still continued to 
discharge pus. Two small fragments of bone escaped on 
the tenth day. The leg is flexed upon the thigh at an 
acute an^le, and fixed. He sits up and eats well, and no 
doubt wiU recover completely. 

This was an example in which the ball merely made a 
groove in the side of the bone. 

FRACTUBES OF ABOH OF FEMUR. 

Case 13.— -James T. Cone, Private, Tth Va. (Rebel)> 
was wounded, Sept 17, 1862, by a musket-ball at Antietam. 
I saw him in the General Hospital at Boonsboro, Md., 
twenty-foiur days after the accident. The ball had entered 
on the back of the right thigh, penetrating the arch of the 
femur. No splint haii ever been applied. The limb was 
shortened and everted, and there was a very copious dis- 
charge of pus from the wound. The ball was never found. 
The prospects for his recovery were not very good. 

Case 38. — Lieut. C, 4th Minn., wounded by a rifle ball, 
Sept. 19, 1862, at battle of luka. Ball entered just back 
of the right trochanter major, breaking the arch of the 
femur, and has not been found. 

I saw this oflBcer in the City General Hospital at St 
Louis, six months after the occurrence, at which time the 
limb was much everted and shortened, and the wound 
continued open. His general condition was not good, yet 
such as to warrant some encoura^ment of his final reco- 
very. 
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Case 56.— James Vanderbeck, wounded at batde of 
Chancellorsville, May 4, 1863, by a ball which entered 
nea^ the left trochanter major, and emerged in front, below 
Poupart.*s ligament. He was eleven days in the hands of 
the enemy, during which time he was urged to submit to 
an amputation at the hip-joint. 

He is now in the Fifty-first Street Hospital in this city. 
He says the wound had closed entirely within three months 
after he received the injury. No fragments of bone ever 
escaped. He is now perfectly well, but the leg is shortened 
an inch and a hal^ and everted. He cannot walk with- 
out crutches. 

RKLATIVE RESULTS WHEN BONE IS MUCH COMMINUTED. 

Cases 29 to 35 inclusive (seven cases) were all under the 
charge of Surgeon Finley, in charge of the Field Hospital 
at Murfreesboro, Tenn. They were all wounded by balls 
at the battle of Stone's River. My notes were taken four 
months after the wounds were received. Three were in 
the middle third and four in the lower third of the shaft. 
All had united; in three the suppuration had entirely 
ceased, in two it had nearly ceased, and in two it was still 
copious. In not one of these seven cases did any firag- 
ments of bone ever escape. 

Dr. Finley reported to me, however, six other cases in 
which fragments of bone did escape during the treatment^ 
and they all died. 

I have in my records several cases in which fragments 
of bone have escaped during the treatment, and yet the 
patients have recovered ; but the ipajority of such exam- 
ples end in death. 

There are many other cases of which I have made very 
full notes, but I do not feel at hberty to occupy the time 
by relating them in detail. 



®rijinal Cotnmimitatioiis. 

myESTIGATIONS UPON THE 

NATURE AND EXCITING CAUSES OF ASTHMA 

BBPOBT or inXIB GASBB, AND TWO OP DT8FBCBA BXBIllBLnfO ASTHMA. 

By D. D. HANSON, M.D., New Yobk. 

There must necessarily be great contrariety of opinion in 
regard to the pathology and etiology of a disease like asthma, 
which seldom terminates fatally, or leaves appreciable traces 
of its inroads upon the tissue it invades. Thus Sauvages 
says : " Asthma est morbus chronicus, cujus praecipuum 
symptoma est periodic^ recurrens spirandi difiicultas. 
Dispnoea est difficultas spirandi. unum symptoma, et non 
morbus.'* Dr. Dulcas (of Tours) quotes this negative defi- 
nition, and with some ingenuitjr completes it by the 
positive assertion that a herpetic diathesis exists ia all cases 
of true asthma, and that an irritation of this character re- 
flected upon the mucous membranes of the bronchial tubes is 
the " morbus," or in other words, asthma is a writhing of the 
bronchial muscles under the flagellation of herpes. He then 
describes the evanescent type of these eruptions as witnessed 
in urticaria, and aptly traces its striking analogy to those 
ephemerd shades of asthma usually considered nervous. 
Analysing erythema in like manner, he finds its analogue 
in the more permanent and aggravating forms which he 
considers a grade intermediate Ifrom the first, and another 
variety which is persistent and attended with copious 
mucous secretion. This last form of astlima he considers 
eczeraic. He concludes his remarks on the pathology of 
asthma thus : " If the preceding reflections are true, and 
to my mind they are incontestable, it is not in the nervons 
element, or in other words, an unknown one, that the 
cause of the periodicity of these attacks of asthma, and the 
intermission of its dyspnoea, are to be found. The dyspnoea 
is intermittent because the herpetic eruptions are naturally 
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intermittent and periodic." Again he adds : " Let us resume 
nil these considerations in repeating; asthma is an acute 
herpetic aflection of the respiratory passages." Of the 
nervous idea, M. Dulcos says : " The more I advance in the 
practice of medicine, the more my disbelief in neurosis 
increases ; so frequently the phrase, nervous accidents, is 
only an expression to conceal our ignorance." Therapeuti- 
cally, he finds corroboration of his views in the remarkaUe 
efl'eots of sulphur in two cases, though he admits its failure 
in others. 

Turning from the humoral idea of the nature of asthma, 
we find the more modern one, of its nervous character, 
pretty generally accepted by the profession of the present 
day Cullen places asthma in the class neurosis of his 
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proved that there is a herpetic 

asthmatics. I have also observed the same fact. * * * 
This theory of M. Dulcos explains, to a certain extent, the 
fantastic form of this species of asthma; but it does not 
afibrd an explanation of the intermissions and remissions 
of the dyspnoea, which still have to be accounted for on the 
supposition of its nervous origin." Dr. Salter amplifies the 
i)er\'ous theory of asthma at great length, and announces it 
to be the object of his monograph to prove " that asthma is 
essentially, and with the exception perhaps of a single class 
of cases (the humoral) exclusively a nervous disease : that 
the nervous system is the seat of the essential pathological 
condition." Considering the subject anidyticfuly he con- 
tinues : " The purpose of the muscular furniture of the 
bronchial tubes is, that they shall contract under certain 
circumstances, and on the application of certain stimuli ; and 
seen from this light, we recognize in asthma merely a morbid 
cKtivity — an excess of this natural endowment, ^he tubes 
faU into a state of contraction with a proneness that is morbid; 
the slightest thing wiU throw them into a spasm, the irritahdity 
of the muscle is exalted, the contractions violent, and continued, 
ihai becomes a stimulus to contraction which ^ould not be, 
and the nervous and muscular system is brought within 
ranj^ of courses of irritation apphed to distant parts as 
ordinarily in no way to affect them." After alluding to the • 
trifiing asthmatic phenomena which are strictly physiologi- 
cal compared vnth the same manifestations which are un- 
doubtedly morbid, he continues : " In what then does the 
peculiarity of the asthmatic consist? Manifestly in a tendency 
in the musculo-nervous system of the bronchial tubes to be 
thrown into a state of activity ; the stimulus may be either 
immediately or remotely applied, but, in either case, would 
iiot normally be attended by such a result. There is no pecu- 
liarity of the stimulus * * * nor probably is there any 
peculiarity in the irritability of the bronchial muscles; the 
pcculiArity is confined to the link which connects the two 
— the nervous system," &c. Here we learn the important 
Jfact I thAt we recognise in asthma a morbid exaltation of 
ihe ijrritAbility of the bronchial muscles, by which the 
.bronchial tubes M into a state of spastic contraction fi-om 
those slightest things which should not produce sudi results ' 
yet there probably is no such morbid irritabih'ty of the 
'bronchial ;nu&cle& the peculiar state existing in the nervous 
^yste;n." Dr. Salter Adds the following reflection : " These 
Considerations tend, J think, to rationtJize our notions of 
^t^miii and impart an interest and order to its phenomena." 
^ ^ have ijuoted SMfl5.cient from the text of each author to 
give A synopsis ^f their re^xective notions of the nature and 
origm of asthma, and these quotations will be found to be 
from the Airiest ^^ fullest expositions of the humoral and 
nervous thepries of this disease extant. The absurdity, 
contTAdiction, and obscurity inv.o)ved in each are sufficiently 
manifest, but the antagonism betjveen them is only apparent 
M. Dulcos and Dr. Salter mAy hoih be right according to 
the restrictions of their respecliKe 4efinitiona or they may 
hoih be wrong. The one sets aside afl those cases of 
4yspnaa excited by remote lesions, visojE^al engorgement, 
repletion^ and inflammatory thickening ^ tne mucous 
membranes of the bi onchial tubes, as unworthy of the nam^ 



of asthma. The other passes over all those cases of sup- 
posed humoral origin without extended comment. Both 
are disinclined to consider those phenomena which are 
inexplicable by their peculiar hypothesis. The distinctive 
and essential character of asthma is thus lost sight of b^ 
both. What we want is, to get at that peculiar pathogenesis 
by which asthma can be viewed in its individuality, disrobed 
of all its accidental associations and complications. To say 
with M. Dulcos " that asthnaa is an acute herpetic affection 
of the mucous membranes of the bronchial tubes," or with 
Dr. Salter, that it is " essentially nervous " with an important 
exception, does not reach the case. Asthma is not an irri- 
tation of a membrane, nor is it nervousness, nor is it, simply, 
dyspnoea; it is a peculiar kind of difficult respiration result- 
ing fix)m spasm oi Uie bronchial muscles. Dyspnoea without 
spastic action of these particular muscles is not asthma. 
M. Dulcos, then, confounds the disease with its occasional 
exciting cause. I say occasional, because every practitioner 
has witnessed precisely such phenomena as that described 
by M. Dulcos as "herpetic irritation of the bronchial 
mucous membranes," without the least trace of astiimatic 
dyspnoea. 

It remains, therefore, to find a rational explanation of 
the nature and essential elements of this distressing dis- 
ease, and we have only to analyse the phenomena of 
spasm, and see what organs and tissues are engaged in its 
production, to arrive at a demonstrative truth. It being 
conceded that asthma is a prolonged contraction of a par- 
ticular class of muscles, we have the whole facts before us, 
and the question is not what produces, or is the cause of 
the spasm, but what is the spasm itself? Is it a muscular, 
nervous, or musculo-nervous phenomenon ? That spasm, 
in itselr considered, independent of its exciting cause, is 
simply a muscular phenomenon, is self-evident, as no other 
tissue has the inherent elements pf contraction, and spasm 
is purely a prolonged and excessive contraction. If spasm, 
then, is an abnormal contraction of the muscles, and 
asthma is a spasm of a particular class of muscles, what 
fiirther evidence is needed to demonstrate the entire and 
exclusive muscular character of the disease ? Dr. Salter, 
indeed, in the very paragraph in which he attempts to 
demonstrate " that the nervous system is the seat of the 
essential pathological condition," with great force and per- 
spicuity declares that the normal irritability of the bron- 
cnial " muscles is exalted," so that " the tubes fall into a 
state of contraction with a proneness that is morbid," 
therefore, "the slightest thing will throw them into a 
spasm, * * '* that becomes a stimulus to contraction, 
which should not be," etc. Here we have the evidence 
that the asthmatic dyscrasia has its seat in the bronchial 
muscles, and that it needs only the "slightest thing" to 
give it the form of actual disease. Dr. Salter's subsequent 
assertion, that " the peculiar asthmatic condition does not 
probably exist in the bronchial muscles," is simply a con^ 
tradiction of himself, and a launching off from a safe pa- 
thology upon a trackless sea of coniecture. When he as- 
serts that the " essential pathological condition " of asthma 
has its seat in the nervous system, he ignores the elemen- 
tary principles of neurosis. The functions of the nerves 
are simply that of viaducts of communication between the 
brain and remote parts of the body. Disease of these 
electrodes can have no other effect than to subvert their 
conducting power, and thereby render communication im- 
perfect and interrupted. Paralysis would result from such 
lesion, and not spasm. Palsy, partial or total, of a limb 
from inflammation of its principal nerve, loss or derange- 
ment of sight from disease of the optic, of smell from 
catarrhal lesions of the olfactories, are familiar examples. 
Spasm, then, is a muscular phenomenon, and paralysis, 
nervous. That asthma is excited by remote disordei^ is 
proof of a normal condition of the nerves instead of les'ion. 
It is the office of the nerves to give warning to the brain 
of any source of systemic danger, and spread alarm to all 
parts of the body on its intrusion ; and that they report 
m this manner the "slightest thing," is the highest proof 
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of their perfect health. The spasmodic action of the bron- 
chial muscles, on the other hand, from " sources of irrita- 
tion applied to distant parts, as ordinarily in no way to 
affect them,'* points out in these tissues the most obvious 
departure from the normal condition. 

But it is upon the supposition of the muscular origin of 
asthma that a rational explanation of the remissions and 
intermissions of its dyspnoea can be reached. All muscu- 
lar activity is followed by exhaustion, more or less com- 
plete, in proportion as it is short or prolonged, moderate or 
excessive. Such exhaustion is followed by relaxation, and 
remission of asthmatic dyspnoea may result from partial, 
and intermission f^om complete relaxation. 

The analogy of the asthmatic dyscrasia of the bronchial 
muscles, and rheumatic phenomena in other parts of the 
muscular tissue, has long since been pointed out by close 
observers. Take, for example, rheumatic irritation of the 
heart; trifling influences, as mental emotions, a chill, 
quick exercise, fatigue, vascular repletion, engorgement of 
the digestive organs, meteorological changes, remote 
sources of irritation, etc., produce dyspnoea in the asthma- 
tical, and palpitation in rheumatism. This supposition is 
strengthened by the fact that some of the most efficient 
medicines in rheumatism are equally efficient in asthma. 

There can, however, be no conclusion so demonstrative 
as those drawn from clinical observations, and the follow- 
ing cases, copied from my note-books as entered at the 
commencement and during treatment, will illustrate, in 
part, the essential elements and habitation of the asthma- 
tic condition, as well as the various sources of irritation 
that sometimes give it the active form of disease. 

Case I. — R F. Moore, Norfolk, Conn., blacksmith, aged 
twenty-five, consulted me for asthma of several years' 
standing, Jan. 7th, 1857.-^Tall and spare, but chest well 
developed. No abnormal percussion sound, but loud 
asthmatic rftle. Each attack is heralded by coryza, con- 
fined at first to the nasal canals, but lately the irritation 
extends to the bronchia. The membranous excitement com- 
mences by a sense of dryness, itching, and violent sneezing, 
and is usually excited by colds. Dyspnoea soon follows, in 
a mild form at first, but intensifies as the catarrh extends 
to the bronchial tubes, and always in proportion to th^ se- 
yerity of the membranous inflammation. These attacks 
continue several days or weeks, according to circumstances, 
dyspnoea remitting with mitigation of catarrh, and recur- 
ring with each exacerbation. Finally the catarrh termi- 
nates by free expectoration, and with it the asthma. 

Case IL — Mr. E. M. Dean, Hartford, Conn., tobacconist, 
came under my treatment for asthma of eight years' stand- 
ing, Oct 1st, 1861. — Tall, muscular, chest full and capa- 
doua Slight percussion deadness, tenderness, and bron- 
chophony in upper part of right lung. Sibilant and sono- 
rous r^le, more abundant in right, but distinct in left side. 
Throat irritated, uvula relaxed, tonsils enlarged, and stud- 
ded with caseous matter. Digestive organs normal 
Djipnoea ushered in by precisely the same catarrhal phe- 
nomena as in the preceding case, but with fearful intensity 
and persistence, continuing from early fall to late in the 
spring. Remissions of catarrhal excitement followed by 
mitigation of dyspnoea. AiHr settled weather of spring the 
catarrh disappears, and with it usually the asthma, though 
a severe cough of an asthmatic character, with free expec- 
toration, Ungers later, sometimes inducing general prostra- 
tion. 

Case III. — Mr. G. M. Williams, Norwich, Conn., set. 60, 
consulted me Jan. 4th, 1857, for asthma, of several years* 
standing. Corpulent ; no abnormal percussion sounds, but 
asthmatic rftle loud in all-parts 'of the chest; no trace of 
membranous excitement, cough, or expectoration. During 
fall is seized with dyspnoea, but always preceded by a ful- 
ness and irritation in stomach, styled torpor of bowels, and 
other symptoms of engorgement of the digestive organs. 
He partially loses the appetite, and the tongue takes on a 
brownish coating. The asthma is mild at first, but increases 
in severity with the gastric disturbance — the food giviug 



distress from great distension, and he is finally confined to 
his room in great wretchedness. Towards spring he begins 
to get relief, and the summer is a season of nealth. 

Case IV. — Mr. Gkorge A. Smith, Morris, Conn.,'eet^ 60. 
applied to me Nov. 12th, 1858, for asthma of fifteen years 
standing. Corpulent; percussion sounds normal, but the 
asthmatic rattle full in all parts of the chest Asthma con- 
stant, year in and out, entirely incapacitating him for busi- 
ness; appetite poor^ and food occasions irritation in the 
stomach and distension of the epigastrium, greatly increas- 
ing the dyspnoea. The bowels are torpid, the urine scant, 
and throws down a lateritious deposit Remission of 
asthma always follows a decrease of gastric irritation, but 
quickly recurs upop its increase. • 

Case V.— S. Haslam, Jun., New Britain, Conn., con- 
sulted me Nov. 11th, 1860, for asthma of two yeais* 
standing. Short, spare, and ansemic, but not the slightest 
traces of functional disorder or lesion, aside from asthmatic 
dyspnoea and ifile. Attacks occur after a day of rest, as 
after Sundays, he being roused from his sleep near morn- 
ing, on Mondays, with a smart attack. Dyspnoea con- 
tinued without sufficient remissions to allow of sleep or 
exercise for thirty-six or forty-eight hours. The spasm 
finally relaxes, followed by a slight expectoration and 
quiet sleep, and he goes about his business in health until 
the next day of rest 

Case VI.— Mr. James Hunter, New Britain, Conn., comes 
under treatment for asthma of twelve years* standing, Dec. 
25th, 1860. Stout and muscular, and presents the highest 
type of health and endurance during intervals of attack. 
Alter a hard day's labor, which gives him unusual fatigue, 
he is roused from his sleep with a suffocating dyspnoea ; he 
bounds to the open window or door for relief, and for two 
or three days sufiers the most sufibcating dyspnoea, with 
trifling remissions. The attack finally subsides, he expec- 
torates a tough mucus, sleeps quietly^ and wakes in perfect 
health. These attacks occur once an one, two, or three 
weeks, according to circumstances. 

Case VII. — Theron Merrill, New Hartford, Conn., set 
20, consulted me April 1st, 1869, for asthma of two yeara* 
standing. Frail and ansemic; chest contracted, but per- 
fectly free from functional disorder or membranous lesion. 
No abnormal percussion sound, but faint asthmatic r&le. 
Dyspncea constant, from every fall to summer, but of mild 
type. Exercise, excitement, and fatigue at all times pro- 
duce the dyspnoea, but remissions usually follow absence of 
such exciting causes, unless he takes a severe cold, when 
the asthma is severe and constant 

Case VIII.-— Mr. George W. Webster, Wolcatville, 
Conn., set 61, tall and emaciated, came under my treat- 
ment Aug. 23, 1860, for asthma of long st^ding^ No 
cough or catarrhal irritation. Asthma cICQmences mid- 
dle of August, continuing till midwinter, when he is well 
until early spring ; he is then attacked again, and does not 
recover tul May or June. During these periods asthma is 
constant, or at least the intermissions are broken by exei- 
cise, so he is confined pretty constantly to his room, and at 
night to his chair for sleep. He losQS the appetite, emaci- 
ates, and the system is prostrated. The asthma terminates 
without expectoration ; the asthmatic wheezing and rattle 
are the only abnormal pulmonary sounds. 

Case 131 — ^Mrs. Cornelius v., Jun., Hartford, Conn., 
came under my treatment for asthma oi two years* stand- 
ing. May 26th, 1869. Short and obese ; dyspnoea constant, 
from the most trivial incident, emotion, exercise, or atmo- 
spheric change. During the night the sleep is abruptly 
broken, and she rushes franticly to the open window to 
assuage her suffocation. From colds she has long and 
severe attacks, lasting several days, or weeks even, confin- 
ing her to her chamber and to her chair. She has visited 
Texas, Cuba, and California, but gets no relief. No Qough, 
or irritation of the respiratory passages, ox expectoration, 






unless from colds. At these periods there is a trifling ^ %J^^<^ ^ 
asthmatic cough and bronchophony, but it soon di8appears»<; ^ \l\ % \ 
RAle asthmatique loud and full. ^ \ \p^% *. 
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In these nine cases we find two classes of asthma, or 
rather two stages of development. In the five first it is 
inchoate; it requires a co-existing organic or functional 
disorder to impart a stimulus for its active manifestations. 
In the four last cases its development is complete ; it is 
capable of overpowering the system, independent of adven- 
titious aid, and without extraordinary surrounding excit- 
ants. In the two first, an entirely dissimilar disease is 
necessary to arouse the asthma, and they fiimish excellent 
examples of M. Dalcos's " herpes." The third and fourth 
cases are examples of a numerous class of asthmatics 
where the dyspnoea is excited by engorgement and irrita- 
tion of the digestive organs. In the fifth case we have 
vascular repletion as excitant to spasm of the bronchial 
muscles. Mr. H. takes his usual rations on Sundays, but 
does not deplete the system by exercise. The four last 
cases furnish good illustration of that class of cases usually 
considered *' nervous." Yet in what do they differ from 
the first two, which are manifestly what M. I)alcos would 
call " humoral" The phenomenon of asthma is the same in 
both; the difference being simply, that in the one the 
asthmatic dyscrasia is so strong that spasm sets in firom 
trivial influences, while in the other the intervention of a 
stimulus from a dissimilar disease is necessary to bring the 
bronchial muscles within the sphere of such influences. 

Case X. — Mrs. Nathan W. P., Wolcatville, Conn., ap- 
plied by letter for treatment. Sept 15, 1860, for astnraa, 
which had affected her fi-om girlhood. Being a daughter 
of Mr. "Webster, and supposing her case similar, I sent her 
similar recipes, but getting but partial relief she consulted 
me personally. Stout and obese; dyspnoea excited by 
exercise, fatigue, and excitement, or strong emotions, and 
is obliged always to sleep with the head bolstered ; no 
eough, or irritation of the respiratory passages, or abnor- 
mal sound in the lungs ; respiratory murmur faint in left 
lung but normal in right; pulse 100, full and jerking; 
rhythm of the heart perfect, but its ictus gives a metalHc 
ring, audible in all parts of the chest. 

Case XL — Mrs. Israel J., Salem, Conn., set. 43, came 
to me December 4th, 1860, for distressing dvspnoea. Is 
obliged to sit erect in bed during the whole night. Ascend- 
ing a flight of stairs produces the most painful respiratory 
agitation ; the eyes are wild and anxious, the lips purple, 
and head giddy -twenty minutes lulls this tumult, so she 
can converse. JPulse 100 to 110, fiill and harsh; heart's 
rhythm perfect, but its sounds are metallic, deep, and muf- 
fled ; bowels torpid, urine scant, and deposits copious, late- 
ritious and albuminous sediment ; stomach distended, so as 
to prevent hooking the dress, which greatly increases the 
dyspnoea ; percussion deadness over both sides of chest, 
and murmur inaudible; no bronchophony or asthmatic 
r&le, cough, or membranous irritation. Menorrhagia, with 
hypertrophy of womb. 

In these two cases we have some asthmatic features 
which give them interest in this connexion, but the 
asthmatic element is wanting. The irritation is in the 
muscles of the vascular system, not in those of the bronchial 
tubes. Mrs. T. was permanently cured by anodynes and 
sedatives associated with tonics. Mrs. J. was promptly 

'•«ved by the same treatment, but soon leaving town I 
^t of her. 

•^ to the treatment of the asthmatic cases before 

♦ional course was directed to answer the 

^d by the peculiarities and complications 

^ two first cases, the catarrh was 

^rst appearance of its incipient 

^ »irtn cases, the engorgement 

'xns were removed, and 

-^am was ordered a 

y abstemious one 

s, the anaemia and 

.inia. The dyspnoea, 

/uchial muscles, wag 

Ach case. Chloroform, 

combined with the con 



centrated tinctures of stramonium, hyosciamus, conium, 
lobelia, &c., were directed four or five times a day by inha- 
lation; or, where a more stimulating and deobstruent 
impression was desirable, the tinctures of various essential 
oils, as cedar, hemlock, cajuput, oiiganum, sassafras, &c., 
were substituted for the narcotics. &me alterative, as hyd. 
potas., sulphur, or soda, was directed three times a day, to 
be continued two to four months. 

The result of this treatment leaves little to be desired. 
With the exception of the second, fourth, and eighth cases, 
the cure was complete and permanent. The majority did 
not have an attack aHer commencing treatment. This was 
the case with Mr. Moore, Mr. Hunter, and Mr. Merrill. 
Mr. 3iVilliams did not have an attack for three years, and 
then found immediate relief from his inhalant, and has been 
well since. Mr. Haslam has had two or three mild attacks, 
but none that has interrupted his business, or that do not 
yield readily to treatment Mrs. V. has been perfectly 
healthy the last two years, very seldom resorting to the 
inhalant. Mr. Dean obtained most immediate relief, and 
has had but two attacks since commencing treatment, both 
of which yielded readily. One of these occurred in August 
last, and he was advised to spend the winter in St Paul, 
which he did with entire freedom from asthma^ though he 
had one of the severest attacks of catarrh of his whole experience, 
Mr. Webster has an occasional attack, but controls it, as far 
as I am informed, so as to suffer no interruption of business. 
I think he did not have an attack for the first year after 
commencing treatment 

I have many other equally interesting cases, showing 
still other phases and complications of astlima, but as I have 
already exceeded my limits, they must be omitted. 



GUNSHOT WOUND OP ABDOMEN. 

By CHAS. H. RAWSON, M.D., 

OP DX8 MOXMUi IOWA. 

The following case is one of some interest, showing what 
nature will do towards prolonging life. August 6th, was 
sent for in haste to go eight miles into the country, to see 
Christopher Howard, who had been stabbed in an affray 
with a neighbor. I arrived three hours after the injury, and 
found a wound on the left side, commencing a half inch 
from the median line of abdomen, and one and a half above 
Poupart's ligament, running upwards and outwards four and 
a half inches, and penetrating completely through, so that 
the bowels protruded when he was carried to the house. 
The intestines were replaced, however, before my arri- 
val. From personal examination, and report of those who 
assisted in replacing the bowels, I concluded the intestines 
could not have been wounded, though the omentum was 
dark and congested, and had been slightly cut or torn. 

I brought the wound together with several interrupted 
sutures and adhtsive plaster, and applied cold water as a 
dressing. 

Thinking it not desirable to disturb the bowels with a 
cathartic, I put him under the influence of opium, suffi- 
cient to keep the bowels quiet, and relieve him from all rest- 
lessness, and kept him on beef tea or fluids exclusively. 
Everything progressed favorably up to the ninth dny, no 
constitutional disturbance indicating there was extravasa- 
tion of feculent matter, or inflammation of peritoneum. 
The external wound had healed by first intention, except 
the outer angle for half an inch. On the morning of the 
ninth day, very unexpectedly, feces began to pass from the 
small opening ; portions of undigested corn, and blackberry 
seeds eaten the day of the injury, now came away witli 
other material As the bowels had not been moved since 
the injury, I now thought it advisable to unload the lower 
portion, and give room for that above to pass down if 
so inchned. I ordered an enema, and superintended ita 
administration, and before half a pint had been thrown up 
it began to pour out of the opening above, showing the 
descending colon to be wounded. 
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With this state of affairs there were no constitutioDal 
symptoms iDdicating infiltration into the peritoneum. 

Still I thought it best to keep him fully under the influ- 
ence of opium, so as to perfectly control the bowels, giv- 
ing nothing but fluids for nourishment, and trust to nature. 
lu three weeks the external wound healed by granulation, 
mnd without an un&vorable oonstitational symptom from 
the beginning. 

The wou^ was inflicted with a large jack-knife, of not 
very sharp-pointed blade. * I think the outer coats of the 
colon must nave been divided at the ' time of the injury, 
and the mucous coat must have given way aflerwards, 
allowing the contents to pass out^ but during the nine days 
nature had prepared the parts by adhesion, so that no ex- 
travasation into the peritoneum took place, thus saving 
life. 



^f|orfe of fosjitals. 

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

CASE OF PERITONITIS 
FROM PERFORATION OF THE GALL-BLADDER 

Bt Obobox Ek«8, M.D., 6km. Assistamt. 

Jambs Morris, set. 30, bom in Ireland, a tailor, was admit- 
ted to the Hospital, in the service of S. Austin Flint, on 
Friday, Nov. 27th, 1863. He stated that he had been of 
intemperate habits, but that his general health had been 
good, until Wednesday, the 25th Nov., when, while at work 
in the morning, he was seized with a sharp pain in the 
epigastrium. He kept at work for about an hour, until 
wim the increase oi the pain, which gradually extended 
down the abdomen, he was obliged to ts^e to his bed. On 
Thursday vomiting took place, and was repeated during the 
da^ and night, whenever food or drink was taken. The 
pam bad been constant since its first accession ; the bowels 
had moved daily, with thin and watery dejections. On 
admission to the hospital the patient's countenance was pale 
and anxious, his nostrils dilated, and upper lip raised. 
The tongue was coated and vellow; pulse 120, small; 
re^iration 36, and costal ; decubitus dorsal, with the knees 
drawn up. He complained of constant but not very severe 
pain over the whole abdomen. The abdominal walls were 
rigid, tympanitic, and sensitive to pressure. Coughing 
gave severe pain. The urine was scanty and of high color. 

Treatment — ^Magendie's solution of morphia was ordered 
in sufficient quantities to produce freedom from pain ,- tur- 
pentine stupes to the abdomen, with a diet of^sssence of 
beef; milk and stimulus according to the pulse. 

The following is a tabular statement of the treatment by^ 
morphia: — 
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Monday, Nov. 30th. — Pulse 84 ; respiration 16. There 
have been bloody discharges from the boweb during the 



night. The abdomen is still somewhat tympanitic, and 
sensitive to pressure, but much less rigid. He has no pain. 
Morphia was continued in small quantities during the day. 
Tuesday, Dec. 1st. — ^Looks well; dysentery continues; 
abdomen bears considerable pressure. 2)^eatment — Opiun*, 
with sub. carb. bismuth and tr. opii by rectum. Wed., Dec , 
2d. — Dysentery the same ; pulse 88 ; abdominal respiration 
partly restored. Thursday, 3d.— Same. Friday, 4th. — Be 
appears weaker; the stools are frequent, but no longer 
bloody; pulse 100, and feeble; occasional vomiting. Oi- 
dered stimulants and antemetics. Saturday, 6th — Pul<-e 
104, small and weak ; the diarrhoea is not checked, and tl e 
stomach rejects nourishment. Sunday, 6th.— Diarrhoea and 
vomiting continue. He appears to be sinking. Died at 

10 P.M. 

Upon examination of the body thirty hours after death, 
the peritoneum lining the intestines and abdominal walls 
was found to be much congested. Its two surfaces and 
the intestinal convolutions were agglutinated by lymph. 
In the neighborhood of the liver the signs of inflammation 
were more marked : the lymph was in greater abundance, 
and on separating tne agglutinated parts with the finger, a 
quantity of bile was found in the peritoneal cavity. A 
careful inspection of the gall-bladder revealed a small quill- 
sized perforation near its upper portion. This was found 
to communicate with an abscess in the wall of the sac, 
which was about three-fourths of an inch in length by 
half an inch in width. The contents of the abscess were 
stained with bile, and semi-fluid in consistency. Another 
abscess of the same size existed near the first, and opened 
into the inner surface of the gall-bladder by a small ulcera- 
tion. No gall-stones were found. The mucous coat of the 
gall-bladder was reddened. Examination of the rectum 
and adjoining colon showed thickening of the mucous 
membrane, with numerous small patches of redness and 
depositions of lymph. 
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PCEBPSRAL 80ARLATTNA 



Is the subject of a paper read before the Dublin Obstetrical 
Society by Dr. Halahan, in which he gives a sketch of 
twenty-five cases, nineteen of whom died, and six reco- 
vered. Of the fatal cases, nine were in their first preg- 
nancy ; three in their third ; two in tlieir fifth ; one in her 
sixth; two in their seventh; and two in their eighth. 
The presentations were a half breech, a breech and heads. 
One was delivered by version ; one, at least, had scarlatina 
in her house ; three were ill of the disease on admission ; 
one had no sore throat; seven were unmarried. Three 
died on the second day ; one on the third ; two on the 
fourth ; six on the fifth ; two on the sixth ; three on the 
seventh; one on the eighth; and one on the fifteentli. 
Only two had rigors, which occurred on the second day. 
The treatment included anodynes, alteratives, diaphoretics, 
astringents, tonics, stimulants, cold lotions, and blisters to 
the shaved head or back of the neck, and in fact all reme- 
dies without avaU. Of the six who recovered, three were 
delivered with the forceps ; five were in their nrst, and one 
in her fifth pregnancy ; one was leeched ; one was unmar- 
ried ; the skm desquamated in all They all had stimulants 
freely administered. He believes that we are yet far from 
having arrived at the treatment best calculated to deal with 
this fearful malady, and strongly advocates, instead of con- 
tinuing to tread the beaten track of our predecessors, with 
a mortality of 75 per cent, as the result of our efforts, to 
give largely and freely, from the very commeneement of the 
disease, sHmukmU in tne shape of wine and brandy ; and, 
as a medicine, bark and carbonate of ammonia, unless con- 
tra-indicated. The influence that stimulants exert on the 
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pulse is thus illustrated in one of the fatal cases : On the 
fifth day the pulse was 130 ; she got twenty ounces of wine 
on this and the following day, and the pulse fell to 120. 
The wine was continued, with very slight diminution, till 
the eleventh day, when the pulse had fallen to 100. On 
this day she got but eight ounces^ and the pulse immedi- 
-ately rose in frequency, and she aied on the fifteenth day. 
Early resorting to stimulants, he believes, will give nature 
a better chance of overcoming the disease, and prevent 
sudden and irrecoverable sinking. He advises the same 
treatment in cases where the mind is in any way disturbed, 
as in the case of a woman who has been seduced ; or firom 
other causes where the disease is aggravated by a mind 
distracted by fearful forebodings. To such a patient he 
gave a pint of wine during the first twenty-four hours after 
delivery, with the effect of raising and sustaining the ner- 
vous system. This treatment, if employed from the first^ 
he says, cannot increase a mortality sufficiently alarming 
already, but believes will decrease it. 

THE SUBCUTANEOUS INJECTION OP QUININE. 

The success attending the hypodermic method of admi- 
nistering morphia, ^tropia, etc., has suggested the same 
method of employing quinine in the treatment of remittent 
and intermittent fevers. Dr. W. J. Moore of the Bombay 
• Medical Service (Lancet) claims almost invariable success 
in thirty cases of intermittent?, the case seldom requiring a 
second application ; and remittents subside after the fifth 
or sixth injection. Dr. Chasseaud, of Smyrna, also reports 
one hundred and fifty cases, and especially recommends 
the system where gastric symptoms render the exhibition 
of quinine by the mouth impracticable. The preparation 
used is a strong solution composed of thirty grains of qui- 
nine, eight or ten drops of dilute sulphuric acid, and half an 
ounce of water. Of this solution, from half a drachm to 
a drachm is injected. No other remedies are used except 
a httle sulphate of soda when the bowels are confined, or, 
when indicated, some of the preparations of iron. Dr. M. 
generally injects beneath the skin over the outer belly of 
the triceps extensor muscle, or over the deltoid. He has 
also injected with equal success on the thigh and calf or 
over the spleen when there is an enlargement of that organ. 
The instrument used is a small glass syringe with the screw 
action, and furnished with a sharp silver point, some half 
an inch in length. To avoid irritation, it is important that 
the instrument be perfectly clean, and that none of the 
alkaloid be left in suspension instead of solution. The 
best time to inject is shortly before the cold fit^ but if done 
during the first stage it will lessen, and sometimes stop the 
whole paroxysm. In cases of remittent fever, a good time 
to commence is during the remission, repeating the opera- 
tion at intervals of six or eight hours. Dr. M. thinks 
that four or five grains of quinine injected beneath the 
skin, are equal in their effects to five or six times that 
amount taken into the stomach, and that the effects are 
more certain and relapsing attacks less common. 



Joseph Henrt Green, F.R.S., F.RC.S.— This distinguish- 
ed member of the medical profession, of England, died on 
Sunday evening last^ at his residence, The Mount, Hadley, 
near Bamet^ in his seventy^second year. 

The annual public 8$ance of the Academy of Medicine 
has just taken place (Tuesday, Dec. 15th), under the presi- 
dence of Baron Larrey. The meeting opened with the 
usual report on the abjudication of the various prizes, 
which is always the chief feature of the meeting. This 
time a portion of the prix cfArgenteuil has been adjudi- 
cated to an English surgeon, Mr. Henry Thompson, " doc- 
teur en chirurgie de Londres." Mr. Thompson seems des- 
tined for honor abroad ; and the award or the Argenteuil 
prize for his work on Stricture and Diseases of the Blad- 
der, coming sp soon after his brilliant success with £jng 
Leopold, is almost like regilding fresh-mounted gold. 
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REPORT OF COmflTTBE ON 6ARRACENIA PUB^UBEiu 
{Ooneludtdfi<om %>age 8.) 

J. F. Marson, Surgeon to the -Small-Pox and Vaccination 
Hospital, London, gives the following report in the Lancet^ 
of a trial of the Sarr. purpurea, in fifteen cases : — " I tried 
the decoction of Sarr., made from the root^ by simmering 
an ounce in one and a half pints of water four hours, untu 
reduced to a pint and a quarter ; part was usually given for 
a dose twice a day, for two days or more. I also gave in 
some cases the hq. sarracenise, supplied by Messrs. Savory 
and Moore, agents of Dr. Miles, in London. In all, fifteen 
patients have been treated with the sarracenia, selected for 
their severity, such as I have described, as cases which 
would not get well under ordinary treatment, namely, 
malignant cases attended with haemorrhage from the mu- 
cous surfaces ; seventy confluent cases with great amount 
of eruption ; and those rather rare and nearly always fatal 
cases, which are characterized as the corymbosed variety. 
I^icy have aU died. 

" The cases were selected on admission in the early 
stage of the disease, on account of the severe symptoms 
manifested and because I felt it was of no use to try the 
efficacy of the Sarr. on mild cases or vaccinated cases, 
which I knew very well would recover without anything 
being done for them beyond the exhibition of ordinary 
care, the giving of salines (if required), occasional aperients, 
suitable diet, etc. 

*' I cannot say that the Sarr. had any effect whatever. 
It did not save life ; it did not modify in the least the 
eruption of small-pox; it did not influence any of the 
secretions; it did seem to act on the bowels in one 
instance only, and this seeming effect might easily have 
been ft'om other causes ; it did not increase the secretion 
of urine. 

" The particulars of the fifteen cases taken dtuly at the 
time of trial of the Sarr. are appended to the report. Two 
cases were admitted into the hospital that had taken a 
decoction of the leaves ^nd stems of the Sarr. before admis- 
sion. The first, a very mild case, having four vaccine cica- 
trices, was highly modified, I befieve, by the vaccination. 
The second case was confluent, and was wholly modified. 
They both recovered. The recovery might perhaps by 
some be attributed to the sarr., but I believe it had nothing 
to do with it. The vaccinated case was, as I have said, 
very mild ; due, no doubt, to the vaccination. As Uy the 
second case, about half our confluent unvaccinated cases 
recover with ordinary treatment. In conclusion, I may 
state that had I found the Sarr. do any good, I should 
have taken an earUer opportunity of reporting the fact to 
the profession. As it failed, I thought it well to delay this 
report that others might without bias try the plant during 
the present epidemic of small-pox, and favor us with their 
opimon of its reputed power of controlling the course of 
the disease in its severe forms." 

David Godyer, M.D., of Bradford, gives in the Lancet^ 
March No., 1863, notes of two cases of variola, treated 

with Sarracenia purpurea ; they are as follows : — " L 

aged 14 years; never vaccinated. When first seen, 
(Nov. 15th), the eruption of variola was in the papular 
stage, thickly spread over the face and extremities, pro- 
mising confluence ; less thickly over the trunk. Previous 
pyrexia, headache, and bilious vomiting severe. Ordered 
decoction of Sarr. purpurea, as prescribed by Dr. Miles, in 
the Lancet, Oct. 18th, 1862. The patient was seen daily 
up to the 21st, the eruption displaying the regular 
stages without unusual change, and becoming confluent 
upon the face. The secondary fever was severe, and 
attended with delirium, but desiccation of the eruption 
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thereafter proceeded favorably. There was no diuresis; 
diarrhoea was present from the fourth to the sixth day of 
the emption, and was succeeded by constipation, for the 
relief of which castor oil was ultimately ordered. By Nov. 
26th the boy was convalescent. The diet was of diluted 
milk and farinaceous food throughout 

" B , aged 3 years ; never vaccinated. Was first seen 

on October 28, when the eruption was papular, just form- 
ing in the skin. A diaphoretic mixture nad been ordered, 
which was continued till the morning of the 30th, when 
the eruption had reached the vesicular stage, the vesicles 
being full and prominent The eruption was so thickly 
n>read and universal, and presented such an evident ten- 
dency to confluence that it appeared a good case to test 
the Sarr. purpurea, which was accordingly at once sup- 
plied, and given in tablespoonful doses. Oct. 3l8t — Con- 
siderable febrile disturbance ; vesicles becoming pustular : 
has had the bowels freely moved, and passed a good deal 
of urine. Nov. Ist — Child exceedingly restless ; cannot 
be prevented from rubbing its face, and denuding the pus- 
tules of their coverings ; parts of the face so rubbed are 
quite raw; those portions which are untouched, as the 
forehead and the pustules upon the neck and cnest, are 
much flatter than usual, and the skin around them has lost 
its previous inflammatory blush, and become pale. 

^^ Considering, therefore, the statement in page 430 of the 
Lancet, under the head 'Observations,' that, 'after the 
second or third dose given at intervals of from four to six 
hours, the pustules apparently lose their vitality;' and 
again : ' the pustules appear simply to lose their vitality ; 
they desiccate and fall away ; ' and further considering that 
among the alleged salutary efiects of the sarracenia, ' rapid 
diuretic action and power of evacuating the large intes- 
tines ' are cited ; it was believed, notwithstanding the 
restlessness, that the results of the trial were so far con- 
firmatory of the good effects of the new remedy. 

"Nov. 2d. — On visiting the residence of the patient, 
the child was found to hftve died late on the previous 
night" 

Query. — ^To what were the flattening of the pustules 
and the disappearance of the inflammatory areola due? to 
retrocession or the ^sarracenia ? The latter got the dan- 
gerous and delusive credit assigned to it till it was too late 
to pour in stimuli to rouse the sinking vital powers. 

The mother of this child asserted, that from the moment 
the first dose of the new medicine was g^ven, the child 
began to change for the worse. 

Thus much for some of the recorded experience in Nova 
Scotia and England. There have not been as yet in the 
United States, recorded many observations of the medicinal 
action of the Sarr. purpurea in small-pox. There have, 
however, appeared two brief articles in the Ah. Medical 
Tims respecting the trials of this remedy in small- pox. 
The first was a letter to the editors from ^muel Mitchell, 
MJ)., Cameron Mills, pubUshed July 18th, 1863, in which 
be gives the notes of the following case: — "May 18th, 
1863, was called to see W. C, a young man aged 23 
years, strong and vigorous constitution ; found him with 
all the premonitory symptoms of variola, the lumbar 
pains being particularly prominent He had been exposed 
to that disease eight or ten days before. Does not remem- 
ber ever having been vaccinated. Tuesday, 19th. — Fever 
higher and pain more severe ; eruption beginning to ap- 
pear. I gave him the usual treatment, but without going 
OTer an uie details of the case, suffice it to say, that on 
Saturday, the 23d, there was a copious eruption of pustules, 
about the size <^ small split peas, diffused over the whole 
body, particularly on the hands and face — the latter was so 
swollen as almost to close the eyes, the eruption being so 
thick, even at this stase, as to look like one great pustule ; 
more or leas delirium during the night, and the severe lum- 
bar pains undiminished. It now occurred to me to give 
the Sarr. purpurea a trial ; as it was growing in abundance 
in a marsn near the house I sent out to procure some of the 
roots, and directed the nurse to give a teacup, two-thirds I 



full of the decoction, every four hours. Sunday night, 
24th, saw him again; had been delirious the night be- 
fore, but now calm; pulse slow; skin cool, and many 
of the pustules shrivelling. From this time the disease 
never advanced, but all the pustules dried up without 
maturing. There was no pitting. 'One swallow does 
not make a summer,' and I would not pretend to claim 
from this one case that the sarracenia is a specific in this 
loathsome disease." 

The second communication was from Q-. H. Olmsted, 
M.D., Physician, Small-Pox Hospital, Blackwell*s Island, 
in which he gives the full notes of a case of the confluent 
variety treated with the decoction of the Sarr. purpurea 
for a time ; but the symptoms increasing; in severity he was 
compelled to use other remedies in addition, such as stimuli, 
tonics, and anodynes. Notwithstanding the patient died. 
In conclusion he states, that the sarracenia purpurea 
was used in three other cases (one of rubeola), but with- 
out wearying one with the minuti», simply says : " the 
results obtained from it were like those in the case already 
described, viz. diuresis and diaphoresis. The latter cases 
recovered, just as they would have done if the remedy had 
not been administered — there having been no abridgment 
of the malady." 

Your Committee has endeavored to lay before the Soci- 
ety the history and recorded experience thus far in the 
use of the Sarracenia purpurea for the treatment of small- 
pox, and in conclusion would respectfully submit the fol- 
lowmg, as their deductions from the testimony here accu- 
mulated. Ist That the analyses already made of the plant 
do not give any active principle or elements which would 
indicate any great medicinal potency. 2d. That the dis- 
coverers and advocates of the specific remedial power of 
the Sarracenia purpurea over variola have given apparently 
too great credit to the " post hoc " circumstances, as being 
" propter hoc " influences (one reason for this latter infer- 
ence being suggested by the loose, unscientific, and eulo- 
gistic style of the communications). And 3d. That the re- 
hable recorded experience thus far, appears to preponderate 
against the remedial efficiency of this plant in those forms 
of the disease which do not generally recover under the 
administration of ordinary remedies. 

Charles Hekschell^ M.D., Chairman. 
John C Adams. 

A. S. PURDT. 

Joseph K' Merritt. 
Joseph S. Craite. 



The Graduated Compression Suspensory Bandage is de- 
signed for the relief, prevention, and cure of the various 
diseases connected with or in relation to the spermatic cord, 
the testes, and the envelopes. The illustrations are half 
the size of Jhe instrument 

This Bandage, invented by Dr. O. Miliano, of New 
York, has been so constructed and arranged as to make 
equal pressure upon the whole surface of diseased testes 
and their envelopes. 

The pressure can be graduated at the pleasure of the 
surgeon or the wearer, according to the circumstances of 
the case, by drawing sufficiently upon the braids so as to 
contract the bandage and compress the disease ; then cross- 
ing them at the back of the scrotum, at the perineum, and 
tying them in fi*ont under the penis. 

Or, to be more explicit when the bag has been put on 
and sufficiently contracted around the scrotum, the supe- 
rior or uppermost braids (A) must be drawn tightly around 
the neck of the tumor first and fastened together there, 
thus confining the entire scrotum within the bag ; then the 
middle and inferior braids (B C) should be drawn and tied. 

Without being crossed at the back, as above stated, afler 
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Tbis Bandagt^i irlitch is made large, light, and strong, 
is niaDufactured oT linen thread into a net, with silk or 
linen braids, and without any ludia-rubber material which 
would heal ths parts disagreeably, lose its elasticity by 
nse, and break in cold weather. It will be seen at a 
glance, that, by the use of these braids, it can be diminished 
to a email size ; and should it be required at any time to be 



made still smaller, as the swelling shrinks before it, it c 



be readily efiecled by inclosi 
of the bag within the ■ ' 
which reduces at 



>sing a portion of the inferior end 
I inferior braids, and tying them, 
size one-fourth more. It would 
thus fit any ciise, however small the tumor may be, and 
prove false the idea that lias been heretofore promulgated, 
that a cenain size bandage is required lo fit a particular 
case in each of the various diseasi 
thegenital organs. 
Thare are many ci 



a which the superior bruds will 



be all that are necessary to be used, in order to contract 
the instrument upon the disease wlliiin ; in which case the 



middle and inferior braids may be taken away without 
injuring the efficiency of the bandage. 



I^mtrian W^tVxal Cimts. 
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AN AMBULANCE SYSTEM. 
It has frequently been remarked that every branch of our 
military and naval service is making extraordinary progress 
towards perfection. The actual existence of war'teacbeu 
the defects of old systems, and supplies the stimulus for their 
reform. But there is one defect in our military organization 
which has become daily more and more apparent, and 
which, if remedied, would add gready to the eCBcicncy of 
every fighting army. Yet every effort at improvement 
has met with the most determined opposition in high 
official quartern. We allude to the want of a complete 
ambulance system. From every battle-Seld cornea up the 
sickening lale of the suffering of the wounded, who have 
lain for days where they fall, uncared for, and even 
unnoticed. The nation stood aghast at the dreadful sccnea 
of the first Bull Bun conflict, and a thousand questions 
were asked as to the possibility of averting the afler-horrora 
of the battle-field. But the same wmI of suflering has como 
up from every subsequent scone of strife, until at length the 
people seem to have become indifiTereut to these appeals of 
their brethren in tha army for prompt succor when stricken. 
A few have labored faithfully, but thus far ineffectually, to 
obtain a proper organization of an ambulance system for 
the armies of the United States, Foremost in thi'' noble 
work have been Surgeon-General Ham.mono, the members 
of the Sanitary Commiasion, and the profession of Boston. 
But as yet they have hibored in vain ; no amount of argu- 
ment or persua^on has moved the Commander-in-Chief; 
he clings to the old system with characteristic tenacity. 
In bis annual report for 1862 tlie Surgeon-General urged 
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the establishment of an ambulance corps in the following 
decided tenns : — 

" First among these is the establishment of a permanent 
hospital and ambulance corps, composed of men especially 
enlisted for duty in the medical department, and properly 
oflBcered, who shall be required to perform the duties of 
nurses in the hospitals, and to attend to the Fervice of the 
ambulances in the field. By the establishment of this corps 
several thousand soldiers, now detached as nurses, cooks. 
&C., would be returned to duty with their regiments, ana 
the expense now incurred by the necessary employment of 
contract nurses be obviated. A corps formed upon the 
basis of two men to each company in service, organized into 
companies of one hundred privates, with one captain, two 
lieutenants, four sergeants, and eip^ht corporals to each 
company, would reUeve the line of the army from all details 
for the medical department, and enable the department to 
render far more emcient service to the sick and wounded 
than it is capable of affording under the present system. 
The necessity of such a corps has been recognised by all 
European armies, and I am able to speak from personal 
observation of the great advantages to be derived from it." 

Meanwhile, one General commanding. Gen. Meade, has 
adopted a system first devised under tlie direction of Gen. 
McClellan, which has been put to the test in several of the 
battles of the Army of the Potomac, and has answered its 
purpose admirably. It has received the cordial sanction of 
the Surgeon-Gkneral, of the Sanitary Commission, and of 
many who have made this subject a special study. As 
efibrts are about to be made to obtain fi-om the present 
Congress legislation on this subject, we shall take occasion 
hereafter to publish the order establishing this organization. 
The leading features of this plan are presented in the fol- 
lowing communication in a daily paper by one familiar 
with its operation : — 

" First, the corps is the unit, and the supreme control of 
the ambulances, as regards their use, is confided to the 
Medical Director of the army corps. The ambulances are 
in the proportion of three to a regiment. Three men are 
assigned to an ambulance— one driver and two stretcher 
bearers. This gives nine men to a regiment, ,who are 
commanded by a non-commissioned officer, mounted. The 
above constitutes the regimental ambulance corps, which, 
consoUdated by brigades, are commanded by a Second 
Lieutenant The brigades are consolidated into divisions 
commanded by a First Lieutenant, who consequently has 
under his command two Second Lieutenants, fifteen Ser- 
geants, and one hundred and thirty-five men. The three 
divisions consohdated make the corps commanded by a 
Captain, under the immediate command •of the Medical 
Director. Add to the above one tight medicine wagon 
(Autenrieth's), and one four-horse supply wagon for each 
brigade, and you have the full ambulance armament inde- 
pendent of the regimental hospital wagons. 

" The ambulances encamp or park by divisions, and 
where there are efficient officers, the camp is formed equal 
to an artillery camp as to the order and discipline of the 
men, tl e grooming of the horses, and in all the appliances 
necessary to keep animals and wagons always effective. 
Minute inspections by the proper officers are made weekly ; 
negligence, slovenliness, or unsoldierly conduct, are pun- 
ished with the same rigor as in any other arm of the ser- 
▼ice. The drilling practice of the men is, of course, con- 
ducted with a view to their efficiency in their own depart- 
ment 

" When a movement is ordered, the sick are taken up by 
the train of their respective divisions, the regimental hos- 
pital waffons are ^ered to join the trains, and thus the 
whole of the hospital appUances of each division in one 
compact column, follows close upon its ovm division, under 
the command of the Ambulance Officer. Two medical 



officers, with steward and nurses, are detailed to accom- 
pany the train, and to take charge of the sick in it Upon 
halting, hospital tents to the number sufficient to accom- 
modate the sick, are pitched, a hospital is rapidly estabUsh- 
ed, all the aid necessary beine rendered by the ambulance 
corps. The train and hospit^Q are close to the camp of the 
division. This plan is continued day after day in a pro- 
tracted march. 

" The train, as above stated, follows close upon its divi- 
sion. When a battle is expected, and the division deploys 
into line, the train halts in the rear. Now comes the most 
difficult and trying time of handling an ambulance corps 
efi*ectively. Those who are interested in devising a system 
of ambulances must not forget in their theories without 
experience, this critical time ; must bear in mind that with- 
out competent and tried officers, without men held under 
the strictest mihtary rule, their finest scheme will prove a 
failure, at the time when the services of the ambulance corps 
are most demanded. The plan of handling the ambulance 
corps in an action I can present to them fix)m experience 
in all the battles fought since the present ambulance sys- 
tem was adopted. 

" In the first place, the stretcher-bearers march with the 
regiments to which they belong into the action. The Me- 
dical Director, with the Captain of the ambulance corps, 
is with the General commanding the corps at the front 
As soon as the positions into which the divisions in battle 
will be thrown are ascertained, the Medical Director com- 
municates with the Surgeon-in-Chief of division, designat- 
ing the places were the division hospitals are to be located. 
These hospitals are composed of the hospital tents in the 
division, together with a house or bam, if available. The 
ambulances are drawn up between the hospitals and the divi- 
sion in front, awaiting orders. One officer of the ambu- 
lance train is with the Division Commander, one non- 
commissioned officer with each brigade. The Medical 
Officers who accompany the regiments into action take 
position by brigades, in some sheltered location contigu- 
ous to their resp^ptive brigades. This position is known 
to the Sergeant watching the brigade, who directs 
the wounded with stretcher-bearers thither. The ambu- 
lances are ordered up to the same place, to take the 
wounded to the division-hospitals in the rear. 

'^ The officer at division headquarters, as soon as the 
action begins, orders up the ambulances, and designates 
the point to which they are to go. He learns from the 
Medical Director or Corps Officer the various positions and 
shifting of the troops, and acts accordingly. In this manner 
the operations of the ambulance corps are conducted 
throughout the action^ and subsequent to it, until all the ' 
wounded are removed from the field to the division-hospitals 
in the rear, where they receive professional and all other 
treatment necessary." 

The writer states, that firom more than a year's experi- 
ence in the hard-fought engagements of this army, he can 
affirm that he has not known wounded lie on the battle- 
field two hours after their injuries were received. In one 
instance he saw over one thousand wounded within the 
hospitals of our corps, two hours after the battle was over. 
There is one feature of this plan that must be insisted 
upon, whatever other details may be introduced, and that 
is, the ambulance corps must be composed of enlisted men, 
and must be under the strictest military discipline. No 
mere civilians can form any part of this corps vnth safety. 
The writer above quoted says : — 

'' I beg to assure men now interested in devising an 
ambulance system, that any scheme of theirs which will 
place men in an ambulance corps, not subservient to the 
strictest military rule, not bound to march as soldiers under 
fire, with their regiments, will prove a failure. Remove 
once from officers and men of this corps the conviction that 
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they are soldiers, bound to share the dangers of their com- 
rades in a fight, and the whole scheme — no matter how 
perfect in form and organization — will prove a disastrous 
failure, at the very critical time of battle." 

Since writing the above we have seen the bill introduced 
into the Senate by the Chairman of the Military Ck>mmit- 
tee, which is in its main features a transcript of the order 
of Ge5. Meade. It is of the utmost importance that this 
should become a law. The ambulance system of the Army 
of the Potomac, which has proved so serviceable, will then 
be extended to every army corps. Humanity and simple 
justice to those brave men who fall helpless upon the 
battle-field demand the enactment of this measure. It is 
a matter that concerns every loyal citizen, but to the 
medical profession we have a right to make an especial 
appeal. The efficiency of the Medical Stafi* in their mission 
of life-saving depends upon a perfect ambulance system. 
Let the profession in civil life use their efforts to secure 
this advantage to their brethren in the army. Petitions 
should be freely circulated and sent to Congress, and every 
proper influence should be brought to bear upon individual 
members. With united effort the bill can be carried 
through Congress, and when the spring campaign begins, 
each army corps may have its ambulance corps thoroughly 
organized. 



VENTILATION IN IROK-CLADS. 

Monitors and iron-clad gun-boats have undoubtedly ren- 
dered the American navy more formidable than the com- 
bined fleets of all other nations. But those hermetically 
armored engines of war and naval power must be more 
effectually ventilated, or there will be a fearful and need- 
less sacrifice of human life in the creH-s that man them. 
The suggestions made by our Washington correspondent, 
in this number of the Times, demand immediate considera- 
tion by tlie proper officers of the government. We like 
our correspondent's suggestion, that the vacuum or exhaus- 
tive method of ventilation be adopted. Why will not that 
writer seek a temporary release from other duties until he 
can devise and introdnce the very improvement he sug- 
gests ? We have a naval force of nearly sixty thousand 
men, and to secure the needed improvements of ventilation 
in our war-vessels, is sure to dxmiuibh the rates of sickness 
and. invaliding at least twenty-five per cent. Patriotism and 
humanity should inspire some mind to undertake this work 
immediately. 

REMOVAL OF SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

Mayor Gunther begins his administration of our city 
affairs with the recommendation that the slaughter-houses 
be removed from the city and island. This is one of the 
needed reforms in the sanitary ];olice of New York. He 
says: — 

" The establishment of Abattoirs, strongly urged by Mayor 
Woodhull in 1849, has been recently revived, and I am 
informed that a company is already prepared to offer a 
plot in the Nineteenth Ward to the City to be occupied for 
the purpose. I am opposed to locating them on the island, 
as its entire area must, before many years, be required for 
dwellings, when, if not now, the Abattoirs will be regarded 
a nuisance. All slaughter-houses must conform to the 
sanitary regulations of the city, and the occupants' own 
interest demands that they should not infringe such rules. 
The many complaints made in former years against the 
keeping of milch cows and dairies within the City, have 



driven them beyond these limits and on the lines of rail- 
road leading thereto. Along those roads and at a suitable 
distance, locations for the slaughtering of animals and the 
manufactories connected therewith will be found. An 
ordinance embodying all that is useful in the construction 
and regulation of the Parisian Abattoirs, with our abundant 
supply of water, would secure every needful reform with- 
out compelling the City to assume responsibilities best left 
to individual enterprise." 

BANrrART COMPANY OF METROPOLITAN POLICE. 

The Sanitary Squad of the Metropolitan Police are the 
only really effective health agents of New York. They 
accomplish more towards the removal of the causes of dis- 
ease than the entire force of the City Inspector's Depart^ 
ment. The Police Commissioners give the following sum- 
mary of the operations of this Squad of thirty-five men : — 

'* Uncleanly conditions are the chief sources of disease in a 
city. There are no laws of hygiene, nor any of the appli- 
ances of science that can make a filthy population healthy. 
The only plan to keep a metropolis healthy is expressed in 
these words: * Keep it clean.' The measures of this de- 
partment executed by the Sanitary Company in the inte- 
rest of cleanliness and health, are exhibited in the report 
of the Sanitary Company, from which it appears tliat 20,- 
942 Ciises of nuisance have been abated. 20,358 were 
filthy nuisances; 584 were dangerous nuisances; 20,823 
were cleansed by the owners on notice firom the depart- 
ment; 119 were cleansed by this department in default of 
the performance of the duty by the owner." 

BMALL-POX IN WASHINGTON. 

The President of the United States has just convalesced 
from small-pox, but Senator Bowden, of Va., his suc- 
cumbed to this disease. What a humiliating record is 
this, in the sixty-fourth year of the introduction of vaccina- 
tion into general practice in thb country ! Here is a dis- 
ease the most loathsome, contagious, and fatal in the whole 
catalogue, prevailing at the national capital so generally, 
that even Uie highest officials have become its subjects. 
This fact is a blot upon our civilization ; a stigma of the 
most disgraceful character. But these fearful lessons will 
not have been given in vain if they lead to the adoption 
of proper measures to protect the community firom the 
prevalence of this preventable disease. Washington is but 
a pest-house where small-pox and typhoid rage with un- 
diminished virulence the year throughout Congress 
should at once pass laws establishing an efficient Health 
Board for the District. A body of physicians and laymen 
acting in this capacity would soon reform the gross viola- 
tions of all sanitary laws, and the Capital of the nation 
would be rendered a proper residence for the members of 
Government. 

CENTRAL PARK HOSPTTAL, NEW TORK. 

By a recent order of the War Department, Assist Surg. 
J. W. S. Grouley, U. S. Army, has been relieved of the 
charge of this hospital. We have been personally familiar 
with the affairs of this institution during Dr. Gouley 's admi- 
nistration, and cannot let this occasion pass without notic- 
ing its management In all that relates to disciphne, clean- 
liness, economy, and efficiency in the treatment of the sick, 
he had rendered it a model hospital During the first six 
months, there was not a case of deafh in the hospital, 
though there was a large number of very sick. The con- 
valescence from severe wounds has always been remark- 
ably mpid. Wasting chronic diseases, as diarrhoea, have 
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also recovered with but little medication. The grounds 
surrounding the hospital have been cultivated by the 
convalescents, thus affording pleasant, healthful, and pro- 
fitable employment In no hospital have the sick re- 
mained less time, for complete recovery. As at present 
managed, the Central Park Hospital does honor to the 
Medical Department of the Army. 



(Lmtspnlmt 



WASHINGTON. 
Special Corretpondence, 

D. C, Dec Wth, 1868. 

The holidays, and the inactivity of the forces in the 
field, again permit me to spend a few days in Washington 
And I wish to say that firom the first battle of the Army of 
the Potomac until the present day, I have never visited 
the national Capital and its bureaux of office without be- 
ing confirmed in the opinion that the plain and unheralded 
honors and duties of a regimental or hospital Sur^on are 
far more desirable than any medical office of superior rank 
and note in the army. As the writer claims no special pro- 
ficiency in miUtary strategy or tactics, he is incompetent to 
judge of the merits of questions of military policy ; but 
unless the army surgeon is master of the art of war, and 
longs to become a ministerial combatant, he certainly will 
find the happiest and largest sphere of professional activity 
and patriotic service with the forces in tiie field, or in the 
duties of a surgeon in the military general hospitflls. 

Having watched with peculiar mterest the beginning 
and progress of the systematic and humane enlargement 
And working of the medical service of the army, the bold 
And manly policy that broke through all the obstacles that 
formerly hmdered its efficiency, the administrative skill 
that speedily brought up the sevend departments of the 
service to a standard of sufficiency, and which created a 
system and administration of hospitals hitherto unequalled 
in any war, we may justly claim that whatever relates to 
the honor, the success, or the management of the army 
medical department, most legitimated concerns the entire 
medical profession of our country. And military surgeons 
will not cease to thank the editor of the American Medi- 
cal Times for his manly and fraternal defence and advo- 
cacy of their best professional and official interests and 
rights. 

The good fortune of meeting with intelligent medical 
officers of the Navy has enabled the writer to compare 
notes upon important questions, that relate alike to military 
and to naval nygiene, and to the relative status of medi- 
cal officers in these two branches of national service. 
In this letter I will refer only to one or two of the hy- 
gienic questions. In a number of the Medical Times, 
some time ago, you rather sharply called attention to the 
sanitary condition of the Monitors and iron-clad gun-boats. 
The questions to which you then solicited official attention 
were at that time receiving the earnest and intelligent con- 
sideration of the best men in the medical ser\uce of the 
navy. Loyalty to one's country, no less than official loy- 
alty to a department of the war-power, forbids an unau- 
thorized publication of the fearful facts upon this subject, 
but we hazard nothing in asserting that the savant or the 
mechanical en^neer who will devise and put into success- 
ful operation a system of ventilation that will supply fresh 
air to the cabins, quarters, and berth-decks of the Monitors^ 
at the rate of from five hundred to one thousand cubic feet 
per hour, to each man of the ship's company, will confer a 
priceless boon upon the crews and officers of those new 
-war-vessels, and at the same time will do his country a 
pAtriotic service scarcely inferior to that rendered by the 
renowned Ebiobsok hiniself. 



Only think of the sanitary prospects of eighty or a hun- 
dred men shut up in a submerged iron encasement, with 
only about sixty-five cubic feet of air-space to each per- 
son, and that sepulchral atmosphere unchanged, except 
by the very imperfect process of " blowing" a feeble cur- 
rent from Uie " turret" According to our own* rou^ esti- 
mate, each man during battle, or in a sea at all rough, when 
scuttle** and hatches must be closed, would receive less than 
two cubic feet per minute of fresh air for respiration. Add 
to this the inevitable humidity and the excessive heat and 
darkness of tlie Monitors, and you have the elemental and 
inevitable causes of a fearfully high invalid-rate. 

Is there no iatro-mechanisi who will immediately devise 
the means for remedying this evil? We venture to offer 
the clue to the desired invention by saying that the ven- 
tilation must be secured upon the vacuum principle, or by 
suction of the foul air, and not by the present inoperative 
plenum or blowing method. Even for the ventilation of 
ordinary transport ships, the problem of effective ventila- 
tion depends mainly upon the means and certainty o( egress 
of foul air. No plenum blowing in a Monitor will ever ac- 
complish the desired result, except at the expense of the in- 
vulnerability of the war ship itself. Mr. Ericsson has pro- 
vided fans in the turrets, but it is -not pure fi-esh air tliey 
blow ; and even the broken current of the impure air they 
do control, is sent first down to the hold, then, after feeding 
the furnace fires, it slowly mixes with the yet impure air 
of the berth-deck and officers' quarters. 

Nothing is plainer than that there must be a specific 
method and power of egress for the foul air, and this fact is 
so well stated in a brochure just placed in our hands by 
the Sanitary Commisftion [MedicM Document S. ffinta 
for the Control of Infectious Diseases in Camps^ Tra/ts- 
portSj and Hospitals], that we beg leave to quote a para- 
graph relating to this point : 

*' The special improvements or works for ventilation in 
ordinary transports, consist mainly in greatly increasing 
the area and the places of egress for foul air. This is best 
effected, temporarily, by increasing the area of the win- 
dows and air-shafts at the stem, and, if admissible, else- 
where. The ingress offre/ih air is easily provided for, after 
establishing the channels and amount of outlet." 

After showing how egress may be given to the foul 
air of a ship^s decks, the author says that the methods he 
advises for employment in crowded transports, " will pro- 
vide 1,000 cubic feet of fresh air per hour to each man, in 
a vessel sailing five knots an. hour; but, if no special out- 
lets are provided, even twice the number of wind-sails, aU 
injecting, would fail even to supply at the rale of 100 cubic 
feet per hour," But the inventor of the Monitors has at- 
tempted to ventilate those remarkable gun-boats by the 
hopeless plan of hhwing down through the turret, which 
is like blowing into a bottle through its neck. 

In a future communication your readers shall have the 
results of some observations upon the ventilation of tents 
and barracks. Bellus. 



^rmj ^t)i\a\ lutcllijmt 

U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION, 

TO HIS excellency THE PBESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Sir : — The United States Sanitary Commission author- 
ized by the government to act as a Commission of Inquiry 
and Advice in respect to the Sanitary interests of the 
National Forces, have been for more than two years and a 
half close and careful students of the medical and hygienic 
affairs of the army. They ought to be, they are tnought 
by the people of the United States to be, they daim to be, 
better acquainted with the working of the Medical Depart- 
ment, whose deficiencies, mistakes, and necessities, it is 
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their solemn duty to discover and obviate, than any other 
responsible body of witnesses. Trusting in their discretion, 
zed, and works, the people of the loyal States have made 
them their almoners, to the extent of seven millions of 
dollars worth of Sanitary Stores, and a million of dollars in 
money. The disbursement of this immense charity has 
brought our agents into close and continual contact with 
the Medical Department, to whose steady and rapid im- 
provement from the imperfect state in which we found it, to 
its present degree of surprising and gratifying efficiency, 
we are able to lend a most indisputable testimony. We 
attribute this immense improvement to the fact that for 
two years the Medical Department has been directed by 
Dr. W. A. Hammond, Surgeon-General ; a man known to 
all impartial and competent judges, as thoroughly scientific, 
highly endowed, large-minded, and an energetic and con- 
trolling administator. He was selected for his office solely 
for fitnless, and in our calm and deliberate judgment, his 
administration has more than justified all the high hopes 
and expectations of those who reconmiended him for the 
place. 

We hear fi-om sources that do not permit us to doubt the 
fact, that cautious but systematic efi<)rts are now making 
to remove Surgeon-General Hammond fi-om office. In the 
name of some millions of constituents, in tlie name of the 
homes of this country, whose solicitude, liberality, and 
watchfulness, we represent, we respectfully and conscien- 
tiously protest against the secret tribunal, and the indirect 
methods, by which the good fame of the Surgeon-General 
has been already seriously, and we believe unjustly, aspers- 
ed. We protest, in our character of Experts, a body 
whose business it has been made, to inquire and advise on 
this very subject, that the removal of Dr. Hammond would 
be as serious a blow, at the lives, comfort, and efficiency of 
the army, as the enemy itself could inflict ; that the science 
of the country, the humanity of its homes, and the army 
itself, would resent it, as a cruel wrong and an alarming 
error ; and we feel ourselves bound, in the interests of the 
Soldiers in the field, and of those about to enter the ser- 
vice of the country, in the defence of our own principles 
and convictions, and in the name of the science, the cha- 
rity, and the fair-mindedness of the Nation, to beg that no 
further steps in this direction may be taken, without a full 
and fair trial of Surgeon-General Hammond upon the 
charges alleged to have been secretly made against him. 

Dec. 29, 1863. 

C H. W. Bellows, 
Wm. H. VanBuren, 
Signed < Wolcott Gibbs, 
Geo. T. Strong, 
[ C. R. Agnew, 

Standing Committee U. S Sanitary Commission, 



OBDEBB, CHANOEB, ^ 

The following extensions of leave have been granted: 

Surgeon A. CrlspelL U.9.V., twenty days. 

Assistant Surgeon WiUiam Spencer, 28a Indiana Vols., ten days. 

Sargeon OnstaTus A. Blngol, 52d New York Vols., ten days. 

Surgeon William H. Lemon, 82d Indiana Ynls., ten days. 

Surgeon Lneins J. Dixon, 1st Wisconsin Yolit., ten days. 

Assistant Surgeon A. II. Landia, 85th Ohio Vols., ten daya. 

Borseon L Marcus Bice, 85ih Mass. Vols., ten days. 

Assistant Surgeon A. A. Mann, 5ih B.I. Cavalry, fifteen days. 

Assistant Sargeon A. C. Norris, 25th Pa. Vols., twelve davs. 

Assistant Sargeon W. A. Camiichnel, 2d Ohio Vols., ten tlays. 

Assistant Surgeon D. D. Benedict, 17th Ohio Vols., ten days. 

Assistant Surgeon Joaiah L. Brown, 116(li Ohio Vols., ten days. 

Asaiatont Suiigeon Bamael £. Hobonan, 68th Indiana Vola., twelve 
days. 

Sargeon D. B. Wren, 79th Ohio Vola, ten days. 

The following promotions and appolutmcnts hare been recently 
mnde: 

Dr. Joel Learema, ot Boston, Mass., to be Assistant Surgeon of Vo- 
lunteers. 

Dr. Theodore Artand, Act Assistant Surgeon U.S.A., to be Assistant 
Sargeon of Volunteers. 

. Dr. «1oba B. McPherson, of Michigan, to be Surgeon, 19ih U.S. Co- 
lored Troops. 

Dr. Orenville M. Weeks, of New York, to be Sargeon, 8d U.S. Co- 
lored Troopa. 

Dr. John Bldcrkin, of New York, to be Assistant Sni^eon, 10th U.S. 
Colored Troops. 



Dr. Martin Phillips, of Washington, D.C., to be Aselstant 6arge(«, 
22d U.S. Colored Troops. 

Dr. John O'Donnell, of Washington, D.C., to be Assistant Sargeon, 
•th U.S. Colored Troops. 

Dr. Christian Miller, of Washington, D.C., to be Aasistant Sargeon 
8th U.S. Colored Troops. 

Dr. C. C. Tapliffe, of Massachasetta, to be Assistant Sargeon, 19th 
U.S. Colored Troops. 

Dr. Mills O. Carter, of Massachasetta, to be Assistant Sargeon, 19tfa 
U.S. Colored Troops. 

To be Hospital 8teward^ U.S.A.:— 

Private Francoia Brngoier of Co. G, Mh Artillefy, assigned to Dept of 
the Qnlf. 

Alvin L. Ponnstone, of Favette Coanbr, Pa. 

Alfred H. Oawler, of Wasnington, D.C. 

Thomas 0. Wood, of Baltimore, Md. 

Angnst F. Pletzker, of Colnmbua, Ohio. 

Jacob Bolnrd, of Crawford County, Pa. 

Lindsay Jack, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

George A. Herbert, of Chester, Pa. 

John T. Wilson, of New York. 

John P. Zane, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Private Oscar Jacoby, Co. E, 2d Artillery. 

Lleatenant Colonel William H. Massey, Medical Inq>ector, U.S.A., haa 
been granted permission to visit Washington City. 

The following named Hospital Stewards, U.S.A., will proceed without 
delay to Santa Fe, N.M., and report in person for duty to Sargeon O. M. 
Bryan, U.S.V., Medical Director ; 

Thomas Beed, Arthnr W. Mo<n^ John C. Bnssell, A. H. Johnson, Aa- 

Sstus Flynn, John A. Holton, Charles H. Thomas, A. C. Wateman, 
larles Enfield, and George S. Boyle. 

Sargeon Calvin Sfkinner, 106th New York Vols., harlng tendered hla 
resignation, has been honorably discharged the service of the United 
States. 

Medical Cadet John C. Minor, U.S.A., has been relieved from dn^ in 
the Army of the Cumberland, and will report in person withont delay to 
the Commanding General, Department of the Sasquehannah, for assign- 
ment to duty in one of the General Hospitals at Philadelphia, Pa. 

So much of Special Orders No. 445, October 6, 1868, as dismissed Sar- 
geon James C. Fisher, U.S.V., fh)m the service of the United States, haa 
been revoked, and he has been reinatated in his former position, with pay 
ft-om the date of dlsroiseal. 

Upon the recommendation of a Board of OfiSocrs convened |by Special 
Orders Ko. 294, Jaly 8, 1668, from the War Department, Surgeon William 
U. G<»minger. 16th Pennsylvania Cavalry, has been honorably discharged 
the service of the United States. 

Sargeon Lewis A. Edwards, U.S.A., in charge of Lovell HospiUl, Porta- 
mouth Grove, B.I., has received thirty days leave, on account of ill health. 

The Awol^tant Surgeon-General has ordered the closure of the Lawson 
General Ilt«pital, at St Louis, Mo. 

Sec(»nd Assistant Sargeon Albert L. Mitchell, 87th Masfachnsetts Volan- 
teen>, having tendered liis resignation while nnder cbarges of cowardice, 
misbehavior In the prewnce of the enemy, and disobedience of orders, 
has, by direction of the President, been dishonorably discharged the ser- 
vice of the United States, with loss of all pay and allow ancea, now due, or 
that may become due him. 

Bo much of Special Orders 419, current series, from the War Depart- 
ment, as honor&Dly discharged Assistant-Snrgeon Alexander Collar, 24th 
Michigan Vols., on account of physlcitl disability, and for absence with- 
out leave, is so amended as to omit the charge of absence without 
leave. 

Hospital Steward Edwin A. Calder, U.S.A., haa been honorably dis- 
charged the service of the United Slates, with a view to his acceptanca 
of a oommlsslon as 2d Lleuteuant 8d Bhode Island Cavalry. 

The leave of absi^nce heretofore granted Assistant-Surgeon A. Y. 
Ketchum, 88d New York Vols., has wen extended ten doys. 

Sargeon D. G. Brlnton, U.S.V., has been aardgned to dut> as Medical 
Director, 11th Army Corps, Army of the Camborland. 

Asaistant-Sargeon James Laing haa been relieved from duty at the 
Draft Bendezvouss Bridgeport, Conn., and has resumed his duty at 
Lowell Hospital, Portaniouth Grove, B. I. 

Surgeon 6. H. Oliver, U.S.V., has arrived at Santo F^ N. M» and la 
waiting assignment. 

Dr. N. S. ^axton, of Brooklvn, N. Y., has been appointed AseietaDt- 
Sargeon of Uie 28d regiment U.S. Colored Troops. 

Chirk Van Deursen, of New Brunswick, N. J., Moses E. Woodard, 
of Washington. D. C, and Joshna 8. Taylor, of PhiUdelphia, Pa., h«ve 
b^'on appointed Hospital Stewards, U.S.A. 

By SiH'cial Orders No. 114, Vicksburg, Miss., Issued by A^Jatant- 
Qeneral Thomas, December 1, 1868, Surgeon D. O. McCord, 9th Loui- 
siana Vols., of African descent, has been announced as Medical Director 
and Inspector of Freedmen in camps and on plantations within the 
Department of the Tennessee and the State of Arkansas. All Medical 
offici-rs baving charge of camps or hospitals for I'reedmen will make all 
their reports and returns through the Medical Lirector ot Freedmen at 
«uch times as he may designate, and other rcgulatiuns that he may 
pre«crlbe will be promptly complied with, subject to the npproval of 
Colonel John Eaton, Jr., S«pt»rintendent of Freedmen. Surgeon McCord, 
as Medical Director of Freedmen, is empowered to contract with citizen 
physicians, when necessary, under the same restrictions as the Medical 
Director of an army corpit; to approve ** requisitions for hospiUI sup- 
plies,^* ** pay-rolls of hospital attendants,** and enforce such orders as will 
ensure perfrct order throughout his Department. This order has no re- 
ference to the color^.d soldiers In the service of the United States, ex- 
cepting the regiments raised by Colonel Eaton to guard labor of Freed- 
meu in camps and on plant otions. 

Surgeon Lewis A. Kdwards, U.S.A., now in charge of the Lowell 
Genejal Hospital, at Portsmouth Grove, B. I., is aesigned to temporary 
duty as a mtmber of the Aimy Bctlring Foard, now in sesftlon at Wil- 
mington, Delaware, to relieve Surgeon Charles tJutherland. U.S.A. 

So much of Special Orders No. 481. Sreptembcr 28, 1868. fhim the War 
Department as accepted the ret«ignatIon of Hospital Chaplain Frederick 
H. Wine*, U.S.A., has l»ecn revoked. 

Peituission to visit Washington city, for the purpose of attending tha 
meeting of the NaUoniU Academy of Sclencea, of which he la a mamMr, ia 
granted Medical Inspector John L. Le Conte, U.SJk. 
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SPECIAL NOnCBS. 



Jm. 9, 18M. 



COMMUKICATIOiro HAVX BXZN BKOKIYED ntOM.*— Dr. EUPHALBT PlATT, 

Rhinebcck, N. T. ; Dr. Julius Hombrkobe, New York; Dr. E. P. Bkmnbtt, 
DftAbory, Conn. ; Dr. J. Mastin, New York. 

PrBuoATioifs Bkcuvko.— Appendix to the ProTost-Marsbal Oeneral^s 
B«port; Records of the Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Maine Medical 
Association ; Death : its Economy and Beneficence, an address delivered 
b^i>re the Medical Class of the University of Connecticut by Prof Skelby ; 
Medical Logic, a Lecture to th^ Medical Department of the University of 
Michigan, by Prot Abmoi. ^ 

DIED. 

Maksh.— At Kalamaxoo, Mich., Not. 17, Chabub P. Mabsii, M.D., aged 
85 years. 

Mazwbll.— At Johnston, Fulton Co., N. Y., Samitel Mazwbll, M.D., 
aged 80 years. 

Dkliblb.— At Montreal, Deo. 4, Alsxamdsr WiLumf Asthux Deublb, 
M.D., aged 83 years. 

♦ 

MSTEOBOLOOT AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN THE CITY 

AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 

Abstract of the Official Report 

Ywm the d8th day of December, 1 888, to the 4th day of January, 1884. 

2>s<«£Aa— Men, 118; women, 108; boys, 187; girls, 118; total, 476L Adu1t^ 
821; children, S55; males, 200; females, 826; colored, 9. In&nts under 
two years of age, 158. Children born of native parents, 89 ; foreign, 202. 

Among the causes of death we notice: — Albuminuria, 0; apoplexy, 4; 
Infantile convulsions. 29; croup, 21 ; diphtheria, 16; scarlet fever, 0; tvphns 
and typhoid fevers, 18 ; consumption, 75 ; small-pox, 1 : measles, 1 ; dropsy 
ln-heaa,ll; infkntile marasmus, 80; cholera, 2; cholera infantum, 0; inflam* 
mation of brain, 15; of bowels, 9 ; of lungs, 54; bronchitis, 10; erysipelas, 
8 ; diarrhosa and dysentery, 16. 254 deaths occurfed from acute diseases, 
and 40 from violent causes. 812 were native, and 164 foreign ; of whom 
106 came fh>m Irehmd ; 57 died in the City Charities ; of whom 18 were in 
Bellerne Hospital, and 10 in the Immigrant Institution. 
A.bstract of the Atmoroherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept In 
the Alarket Building, No. 57 Essex street. New York. 
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BxM Auca.— 27th. Sleet and rain a.m. ; cloudy p.m. 2Sth. liain storm all 
day. 29th. Clear. 80th. Clear. 81st Cloudy ; snow aft^r 4 vm. ; rain nit 
Bight 1st Warm rain earlv ; rariable midday ; evening clear, with cold 
high wind. 2d. Clear, wind fresh. 

Medical Department of the Univer- 
sity of Vermont— The next Annual Course of Lectures will com- 
mence the last Thursday, being the 25th, of February, 1864, and will oon- 
tinue sixteen weeks. 

Medical FaeuUy. 

REV. JOSEPH TOEREY, D.D., President 

8AMUEL WHITE THAYER, Jr., M.D., Burlington, Prof, of General 

and special Anatomy. 
WALTER CARPENTER, M.D., Burlington, Prot of the Theory and 

Practice of Medicine and Materia Medloa. 
DAVID 8. CON A NT, M.D., New York, Professor of the Principles and 

Practice of Surgery. 
JOSEPH PERKINS, M.D., Castleton, Prof, of Obstetrics and Diseases of 

Women and Children. 
STEPHEN ROGERS, M.D., Lecturer on Physiology and Pathology. 
HENRY M. SEELY, M.D., South Ononda^ N.Y., Prot of Chemlstiy 

and Toxicology. 
EDWAJLD B. NIMS, A.B., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

S. W. THAYER, Jr., Bnrlington, 

Dean of Medical FocuUy. 

CondiHone of Meniberahip. 

At the commencement of the Session, every Student is required to call 
on the Dean and enter his name and place of residence, and the name and 
l^aee of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, and pay all fees for the 
oourae. 

JVtfs.— Matriculation, $8.00; Dean's Certificate (entitling the holder to 
the Tickets of each Professor), $60.00: Graduation, $18.00. 

Students who have atten<led two roll courses In other regular Medical 
Instltntlona, will be admitted on payment of the Matriculation fee, and a 
fee of $10.00. Graduates of this and other regular Medical Schools are 
tnTlted to attend the Lectures, free of charge. 

TO Physicians. — A New York Phy- 
sieian, possessing a practice with an income of over $10,000 per 
annum, and increasing dailr, desires an associate of thorough edacatlon and 
fS^fA moral and professional character. Bonus $7000. Income guaranteed. 
Address L. U., Box 4142, P.O., New York. 
Only inqniriea accompanied with references will be aoswerod. 



T^luid Medicinal Extracts, &c. — Wm. 

J- R. PRINCE, Flushing, Long Island, N. Y., will supply Fluid and 
Solid Extracts of the must important medicinal plants or American and 
Foreign origin. Also dried preparations of their roots, foliage, or flowers. 
A catalogue with their therapeutic characters will be send to i^plicants. 
Send stamp. 

bowdodTcollegk 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

The 44th Annual Course of Lectures In the Mrdioal School op MAnnc, 
at Bowdoin Ct>Ilege, will commence February 26th, and continue sixteen 
weeks. Circulars containing full Information can be had on application 
to the Secretary, at Williamstown, Mass., or to B. S. Conant, M.D., 27 
East 24th street,. New York. 

P. A. CHADBOURNE, M.D., 

Seordary, 
Brunswick, October 9, 1S68. 

IQrj T indsay & Blakiston's Phvr 

10\/*Xs -U fticlans' VisIUng List for 1864. Now Ready. 

Prioo, prepared for 25 patients weekly, plain $0 68 

*» ** 25 ** »* tucks 100 

00 plain* ..................... . .7o 

00 tucKS ••••.......••••....•. J ^B5 

U U -InA U u M 9 AA 

J vn/ ...................... 9 y^g 

u »• 100 ** •* in two vols., Jan. to June, 

July to Dec 8 50 

THE INTERLEAVED EDITION. 

For 25 patients weekly, cloth ••••.... $0 75 

** 26 " " tucks with pocket 125 

" 60 »* *' cloth... - 100 

*» 60 " « tucks with pocket ! 160 

The publishers have made some improvements in their ** Visiting 
List^^ lor the coming year, which they hope will still further increase 
its value to the Medical Profession. 

Copies sent by Mail Free of Postage upon receipt of the Retail Price, as 
above. 

For sale in New York by Messbs. Wood, Baillikkx Bbothxss, and 
other booksellers. 

LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Publtshkbs, 
Phil adelph ia. 

DR. C. F. TAYLOR'S 

LOCALIZED MOVEMENTS, 

NO. 169 FIFTH AVBNUB. 



One block bblow 6th ave. botei. 



3SiUW YORK. 



-•-•- 



CHARLES F. TAYLOR, M.D. 



BENJ. LEE, M.D 
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VACCINE 

irus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 

most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this city; pat op in 
the best form for transmission to anv port of the world. Prices— single 
tube, Tflfcts^ three, ^2; single charge of eighth-day lymph, on pointed qnilis. 
10 cts: fifteen points, $1 ; single charge, on convex snrmce of section of 
qolU, 20 cts. ; ten, $1. Crusts fh>m $1 to $3 according to weight 

Address, Eastern Dispensary, 67 Essex Street, New York. 

1) uflfalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

JJ A MONTHLY PERIODICAL. 

The Buflhlo Medical and SnrgicalJonmal is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Unspitals, Editorials, Reviews, Cor- 
refpondence. Army News, etc, etc. ; including the osnal variety of Medi- 
cal Periodical Publications. Specimen copies tent on application. Terms 
$2.00 a year, in advance. 

J. F. MINER, M.D., 
Editor Bv^alo Med, and Si^ff. Jour^ 
BuflSslo. N. Y. 

MESSRS. BAILLIERE BROTHERS 

Beg to inform the 

MEDICAL PROFESSION 

And STUDENTS, that having purchased a stock dt the publications ot 

MESSRS. BLANCH ARD & LEA, LIPPINCOTT k 
CO., LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Etc. 

They are prepared to sell all the publications of these Houses at a tsbt 
UBRBAL DISCOUNT FOR CASH. Priocs Will be givcu on application and 
orders are respeotAilly isoUdted. 



Jan. 9, 1861 



AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER 



6E0K0E TIEMANN & CO. 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

No. 68 OHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 

OTTO A, RKYNDKRS, 
HanaflMtiir«n and Importere of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

TheTarioas SnllDto for MOTbns Oozarhia, Abdominal Supporters, Shoalder- 
braoee, Htoekinga for Varicose Yaina, Electric Machines. Ear-Tmrnpets, 
Fractnre Splints, Cmtcbes, Syringes, Enemas, Skel etons. Fine Cntlery, etc. 

ZT^ Artificial Legs and 

*^| -t\. Arms.- 8eIpho*s Patent The best snb* 
■ I stitotes for lost limbs the world of sclenoe 
WL I has ever invented. (Established M years.) 
m I Can be bad only of 
JU WM. 8ELPH0, 
* C«^^ Patentee and Inventor. 
Send for pamphlet 516 Broadway. N. Y. 
N.B.— A Silver Medal Jnst awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Insti tnte for the best Artifldal Limbs. 

"DISEASES OF THE TflBOAT 




DR. EL8BERQ, 

LIOTUREB ON THE LABTMOOSCOPS AST) DISEASES OF THE 
LABTNZ AND THROAT IN THE UNIVERSITY OP 

NEW TORE, 

Devotes himself specially to the Treatment of Diseases of 

THE LARYNX 

and Neighboring Organs. 

OFFICE HOUBS FBOM 4 TO 6 PaC. 

153 West 15th Street 

The ^^ Elixir of Calisaya Bark"— 

X was introdaeed to the notloe of the Facalty In 1880, by J. Milhau, ihe 
9oU Inventor. None of those nnmeroiu firms w^ire in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, have f jOiid It more convenient with- 
in a lew years to appropriate the above extensively known title ; it is there 
f<H« presumable that physicians in prescribing, as for over thirty veans 
have relerenoe solely to the original arUcU Ji^.le by J. Miliiav it Son. 

Alsn, the CHALYBEATE ELIXIR Oi^ OALI:$ArA BABK (copy, 
righted), beins the above preparation with the addition of two grains of 
the celebrated /VropAospAafe qf Iron to eaen wioeglAsaftal. 

Sole agency for Fbxmcu Abtipioial Eyks from cne leading Paris manufko- 
turar. Single eyes to order. Sets of 120 for oculUkts. 

J. MiLHAD ASoif, 
Druggists and Pbarmacentlsts, 188 Broadway, N Y., near Cortlandt st 

Either agents for or importers of all the French medicines and fine pre- 
peratlons in vogae. 

ueru's Cod Liver Oil Jelly. — This 

Jelly hss been approved by the N. Y. Academy oX Medicine, and 
oilers the following ad vantases over the liquid oil :— 

1. It can be swallowed wlthont imparting any oil to the tt:>l«te. 

2. It is digested by the mo»t deAcate stomuclis, even \iy those which 
Tfject the oil. 

8. It will never operate as a catbartie. 

4. Being entirely digested, tbe diise is only one tableapoonfol ; it con- 
tains 86 per cent, c^ oil, as I proved by operating before a cummittee 
appointea (Mi hoc by the Aeademy of Medicine. For sale by every drng- 

gist. 

Wholesale at the Office, 

9% Piatt Stroei, N.V. 

Eeliable Gelatine Capsules of Balsam 
of Copaiba, containing each 10 grains of Pnre BalsaraL 

ALSO 

KELIABLE CAPSULES OF BALSAM OF COPAIBA AND OIL 
OF CUBEB8, containing each 9 grains of Copaiva and 1 grain of OQ of 

Cubebs. 
One Krain of Oil of Cubebs represents 18 grains of cubebs. 
* I»ropuredbyE. QUEKU, 

Choml9t and Pharmaceutist 
I beg leave to offer to the profession the above capsules as perfectly 
reliable, and made of the best and cnrefully selected substAnces, and would 
respecmilly request physicians to compare tliese capsules with any in the 
market. 

J. L. M. QUERU, 

86 Piatt Street 



WADE & FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY H08PITAIA 

Mannfitcture and Import all kinds <rf 
8TTB0ICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 

BYKINGE8, no, 
85 Fulton atr'eet, Now York, 
W. ft F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to tbe latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have axranged under 
the supervision of Dr. Jamks B. Wood, a ftill description of which will be 
forwarded upon application. Also, Dr. Lbwib A. Satrb's improved out- 
door Splint for MoBBDS Co;uLmiiis. Directions for measurements will b« 
forwaraed when requested. 

i?^erefioi«;— Jajub B. Wood, M.D., Lbwu A. Satwl M.D., Bt kwuui 
Surra, M.D., R F. Baoub, M.D., U.S.N. 
PRIOED CA7AL00UK8 WILL BB SENT TO ANY ADDEE88. 

f0r Agents for Jewett*s Artificial Lmtibs, which are superior to aB 
others. 

Sole Agents for **■ Ferminichs Irritation Instrument'' Price $8.00. 
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S ! 

The CBAIO MICBOSCOPE, with mounted objects, eon- 
stitutes a beautifol and appropriate HOLIDAY GIFT to old 
or young; combining instruction with amusement; magni- 
fying about 100 diameters or 10,000 times, being the power 
most ftieqoently required for practloal purposes, and yet ae 
simple that a child can use it It is mailed, prepaid, for 
$2.25; with 6 beautiful mounted otijects, |8; with 84 ob- 
jects, $5. Liberal disoonnt to dealers. 

Address, 

HENBY CBAIO, 
885 Broadwsy, New YoriL 

The ''Fifth Avenue Pharmacy/' 

167 FIFTH AVE., BET. 21ST and 2aD ST. 

J. P. FILER, Pbopbibtob, 

JOHN CANAVAN, PnARMACximsT. 

The Undersigned would beg to inform the Medical Proftesion that be 
Is again in business at the above establishment where, having tbe 
entire control of the Pharmaceutical Department, he will be enisbled 
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Original f trtum. 

CLINICAL LECTUEES 

DELTVERED AT THE BELLEYUS HOSPITAL, 
Bt STEPHEN SMITH, M.D., 

Fsor. or PBDidPLaB or suBonTiXTiai BSLunniHomTALMBa ooLLaoK 
OONOUSSION or THS SKULL BONIS. 

QmMnLWMXK : — ^Tbe treatment of a case has just terminat- 
ed ia the surgical wards, which, though under observation 
for aeTeral months past^ presents so many points of interest 
that I shall occupy your time this morning in a practical 
review of its more important features. I hold in my hand 
a considerable portion of the cranium of a patient who 
during the past seven months has successively run through 
every phase of symptom consequent on a concussion of 
the skull-bones, from the first stunning effect of the blow 
to the final necrosis and separation of .the mass which I 
exhibit to you. It would be tedious, and indeed unin- 
strucUve, to repeat the history of the case in great detail, 
and I shall, therefore, present only those features which 
may prove most instructive. I have prepared the follow- 
ing aostract from a lengthy and complete history of the 
case drawn up by Dr. Raphael, House-Surgeon of this 
division : — 

Thomas Lauder, aged thirtj-four, single. Englishman, 
temperate, in the enjoyment of good health, with no here- 
ditary disease, was admitted December 24 1862. He 
states that he was struck on the head with tM edge of a 
riiovel, which stunned him, and produced a lacerated 
wound of the scalp, about two inches in lengthy over the 
left parietal eminence. He entered the N. i . Hospital, 
and after one week's treatment was discharged cured. In 
a few days, however, intense headache supervened, and 
the patient applied for admission to this hospitaL He was 
now sufi^ring, according to the record, fix)m severe pain in 
the head and intermittent delirium. These symptoms 
were relieved bv the application of leeches to the temples, 
and blisters to the neck. The relief was only temporary ; 
vomitiitg, and intolerance of li^t and sound occurred, and, 
finally, periods of stupor, alternating with delirium ; each of 
these symptoms lasting for about an hour ; as yet there 
was no paralysis. 

On Ums seventh day after admission I first saw him. The 
puke was 130 per minute, full and strong; ri^t pupil dilated ; 
left side paralysed ; skin hot and dry. At the seat of in- 
jury there was a large puffy tumor developed, involving 
the entire scalp over the parietal bone, and encroaching 
upon the forehead, having a crepitating feel as if emphyse- 
matous. . The case demanded immediate interference, and 
I accordingly at once proceeded to operate. On incision 
at the point of iQJury a large quantity of foetid pus escaped 
from beneath the soup. The bone was white and blood- 
lessy with a superficial necrosis. Gait's conical trephine 
waa applied, and on removing the disk of bone, a green- 
ish, dirty-looking pus, about half an ounce in quantity, 
oozed out from between the dura mater and cranium. 
The patient became conscious during the operation, and 
complained loudly of the pain inflicted. The pulse fell 
from 140 to 85 per minute ; the coma and delirium disap- 
peared ; he expressed himself relieved, and slept a little dur- 
ing the night On the following day coma reappeared, 
attended with puffing of the cheeks during expiration ; 
polae 100. Fearing a wider extravasation of pus I a^ain 
trephined the rijht parietal bone near the former openmg, 
but no pus was lound. As the dura mater pressed upwards, 
and seemed unusually tense, an explormg needle was 
passed throu^ it^ but no pus escaped. On the seventh of 
January patient was attacked with delirium and stupor 
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alternating; the panJysis, which had disappeared after tre- 
phining, haA agam mected the left side. These symptoms 
miproved with active cathartics. 

The subsequent progress of this case, extending over about 
nine months, may be stated in eeneral terms. January 12tlL 
he had recovered £N)m his parslysis, sensation perfect^ mina 
dear, pulse 84. January 13th and 14th, collections of pus 
were oetected over the firontal bone, and behind the mastoid 
process, and evacuated. January 17tb, another abscess was 
opened, relieving the symptoms of irritation. On the 20th 
he sat up in bed ; condition very favorable. Soon after this 
date he began to suffer firom headache, and this became one 
of his most prominent symptoms. He suffered from attacks 
of vertigo, with partial and temporary paraljrsis of left arm ; 
pupils both dilated, with dimness of vision; his appetite 
was variable ; he grew anssmic, and required active tonics ; 
the wound looked well, granulations springing up fit)m the 
dura mater in great proft»ion; meantime, on exploring with 
a probe, it was found that the pericranium was separated 
from the calvaria over a large surface. Little change took 
place until March 18di. when the patient had an epileptiform 
convulsion, pupils fully dilated, and puffing of cheeks in 
expiration. These convulsions were repeated from time to 
time for several months, but were seldom so severe as to 
deprive tlie patient completely of consciousness. They 
were not traceable to any speoisl exciting .cause, nor were 
they relieved by treatment They finally xjeased to recur. 
Meantime, the edges of the scalp-wouna had gradually 
undergone retraction, until a large portion of the parietal 
bone was exposed, while the probe detected a much larger 
separation or the pericranium. At length it was observed 
that the parietal bone was loosening from its attachments 
to the surrounding bones, first along the sagittal suture, and 
subsequently at its articulation with the occipital and tem- 
poral bones. The fragment of bone was firequently moved 
slightly, so as to hasten the process of separation. Finally, 
on the 3d of August, between seven and eight months from 
the receipt of the injury, the fragment was detached and 
removed throu^ the opening of the scalp. Some pus and 
blood flowed from the surface of the dura mater when the 
bone was removed. The dura mater had a thick layer of 
granulations on its surface, and cicatrization had already 
begun where the bone was deficient In tlie subsequent 
treatment, by dividing the adhesions (^ the contracted flaps, 
and spreading them over the dura mater, the exposed sur- 
fiuM of that membrane was reduced from five by eight 
inches to liiree by four inches. A few days since the 
patient left the hospital and returned to England. 'He was 
m a feeble condition, but able to be about the ward all day. 
The only permanent injuries which remained were partial 
contraction of the fingers of the left hand, and presbyopy 
confined to the 1^ eye only. 

The dimensions of the portion oi skull which he left^ and 
which I now present you, have been carefully estimated by 
Dr. Raphael as f^ows : — On comparison with a skull of 
about the same siae and age, it appears that the ]>arietal 
bone, separated in part at the sutures connecting it with 
the bones by which it is surrounded, viz : — At the sagittal 
suture from its fellow ; at the lambdoidal with the occipital; 
and at the squamous suture firom the squamous portion of 
the temporal bone. From this last suture an irregular line 
of separation is continued forward over the centre of the 
orbit, and striking off almost at a right angle, shooting up- 
wards, backwards, and outwards (inclining a little to the 
left), strikes the front parietal or coronal sutures of the left 
side, an inch and a quarter fit>m the sagittal suture. The 
frontal bone is thus divided into two unequal parts. The 
separated portion has its greater base at its junction with 
the greater wing of the ^henoid-bone, its lesser at the junc- 
tion with the parietal-bone. The right lower ande of the 
necrosed frontal portion, if continued downwards, would 
strike the upper margin of the right orbit in the centre. The 
ossa Wormiana, found in these sutures, are not found and 
have prQl>ably eso^ed with the discharge. Tha larger ones 
were removed wiui a foroeps when they loosened. The 
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frontal portion is adherent to the parietal, and, although 
somewhat movable at the coronal suture, it cannot be sepa- 
rated without fracturing some of the serrations formiug the 
suture. The length of the firontal portion is four inches, width 
two and a half inches ; but on account of its irregular shape 
it is difficult to give the very exact measure. Both bones 
together measure eight inches in length, and vaiying from 
four, four and a half, to five inches in width. 

ilbbe C<mcludecL) 
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GUNSHOT WOUND OF HAND, 

RESULTING IN APHONIA. 

By GEO. J. RICE, M.D., 

ACT. ASSIST. SURGEON I7AA., OKK. HOSP. MO. 1, MA8HTILLK, TKITK. 

James Heinbauk, Co. G, 84 Regt Ind. Vol. Inf., Con- 
nersville, Fayette County, Ind., age, 24 years, height five 
feet seven inches, hair black, eyes black, was wounded by 
the accidental discharge of a gun, on April 31, 18G3, 
at Little Harputt Bridge, near Frankhn, Ky., tlie whole 
charge of the piece passing through the palm of the 
leil hand, carrying away the middle third of the metacarpal 
bone of the second finger^ leaving a ragged wound of soft 
parts about two inches m length by one and a half in 
width. Admitted into Hospit^ No. 1 on May 5th, and 
came under my care on the 18th, at which time the whole 
appnearance of the wound was good ,* granulations were 
rapidly forming, with a free discharge of laudable pus. 
The extremities of the bone bore the appeaiance of having 
been chopped off with the pliers. 

Health at the time of accident good. He states that he 
had an attack of pneumonia in November, 1862, since 
which ke has not been able to do much duty. Upon exa- 
mination I find slight hepatization of lower lobe of lefl 
lunff. At time of my first examination his pulse was 
healthy, 18 per minute; appetite good; sleep sound and 
unbroken; bowels regular. Indeed, patient was only 
remarkable for evenness of temper and modesty of deport- 
ment; continued to do well with water dressing; hand 
supported by a splint until June 6th, when he was taken 
with a chill, followed by fever and severe pain in head and 
thorax, but no change in appearance of wound. Treat- 
ment^ quinia and iron. June 6th. — Heat of skin subsiding ; 
pulse 85 ; stiU complains of excruciating pain in head, and 
difficulty of breathing, for which no cause is discoverable 
upon physical exploration ; inclined to dulness of menttd 
piireeption ; almost soporific ; difficult to get an answer to 
quei^ons asked ; wound very tender to touch ; red areole 
mrouo4 adge, half an inch wide ; change in character of 
puB^ whMib is still in large quantity, but presents a peculiar 
curdy appeMTimce, as of coffee poured upon sour cream, 
and floats upon the surface in flakes, with a yellowish serum 
filling cup of wotifid, June 7th. — ^Patient comatose ; can- 
not be aroused to speak or take any notice, except that he 
wiU toka his wall hand to adjust the wounded one; occa- 
flion^lly turns from one sidg of bed to the other, but always 
carries iho wounded hand ; wiU swallow fluids when put 
between hi* lips; reepiration 30; no crepitation; pulse 
80, with a probnged, thriUing, stniggUng motion under the 
finger. Wound jnore iniOamed; tho areole an inch and a 
half wide, with dark purple edge ; woun4 Has extended to 
idmost double the size of yesterai^ ; ends of l^one protrud- 
ing ; pus very scant, presenting a jgireenish yellow surface. 
Esrpression of countenance anxious, with a continual mo- 
tion of lipa, aa though attempting to speak. Sensation 
very dull ; only shows signs of pain upon severe pressure 
upon wound; will suffer the ends of bone to be grated 
with forceps and manipulated without flinching; June 6th. 
—No change of pwlse, or indeed of any symp'om, except 



that he swallows with difficulty and is more restless ; coun- 
tenance more anxious, with a contraction of muscles, as 
though suffering pain ; wound entirely dry, with curdy 
matter on the surface. Treatment : iron, whiskey, beef- 
tea, and ulmus P. and charcoal appUed to the wound. June 
8Lh. — ^No change in pulse, except that it is softer j breath- 
ing easier, 20 to minute ; more freedom of motion ; face 
leas anxious ; takes food or medicine with less difficulty ; no 
change in wound^ except radii of inflammation extending 
up the arm to axilla. Continue treatment. Applied aee- 
tum nitri § j., aquae Oj., upon lint to surfece of wound. 
June 9th.— Symptoms ameliorating ; pulse 80, soft ; breath- 
ing 20, but easy ; wound has thrown off its creamy depo- 
sit and lost its purple color ; no suppuration ; extensive 
tumefaction ; very sensitive to touch. SensibiUty increas- 
ing ; will take a cup of water in his hand and carry it to 
his lips, but does not notice anything that may be said to 
him, even tiiough it may be spoken in a loud voice ; follows 
me with his eye with an anxious expression. June 10th. 
— Improving ; pulse 95 ; breatiiing 18 ; skin moist ; bowels 
regular ; can now sit up on his bed, and take what nourish- 
ment is set before him ; will reach and make clear what he 
wants, though he does not attempt to speak, or notice 
what may be said to him. Wound is less inflamed ; laud- 
able pus beginning to appear ; tenderness increasing ; tume- 
faction still great. June 11, 12. — ^No notable change. 
June 14th. — Tbe patient is still doing well, but has shown 
no indications of hearing or speaking ; this morning he has 
written upon a slip of paper that he can neither hear nor 
speak, that his tongue is stiff, and that he can move it with 
great difficulty. I have examined with care, and can dis- 
cover nothing abnormal about the tongue or larynx ; nei- 
ther about the ear, so far as an examination with a specu- 
lum is concerned. The wound is granulating, ana has 
taken on a healthy appearance, with a firee discharge of 
good pus. July Ist.— Patient doing well in every respect, 
except that he is totally deaf and dumb. I have subjected 
him to many tests, such as awaking him out of a sound 
slumber, and asking him questions. Twice I have fired a 
pistol behind him when he was not aware of my presence, 
without his sliowing any symptoms of starthng, when all 
the patients in his vicinity were quite alarmed by the re- 
port. Yesterday there was a serenade by a band ; all the 
men who could walk were at the window, while he sat 
still on his bed, but when his attention was drawn to the 
fact he seemed quite interested in looking at the perform- 
ance. I have watched' him during a severe thunder gust, 
when the crash of thunder was most terriBc ; he did not 
appear to be aware of it, only as he felt the jarring of the 
building. The wound is heahng rapidly, but his hand is 
permanenUy disabled. July 6th. — Still deaf. I am satis- 
fied that, beyond a doubt, he is entirely deaf) and can make 
no S(»und with his voice ; his papers have been made out 
for his discharge. In the meantime I shall observe him 
with vigilance to be sure that I am not deceived. July 
18th. — I have this day received his discharge papers, ap- 
proved. Wound is healed, but hand is still much swollen. 
The second finger will be permanentiy useless. Patient's 
general health is failing ; he is quite anaemic ; appetite is 
not good. There are indications of incipient phtnisis. I 
am still satisfied that he is entirely deaf and dumb. Au]^. 
20th. — I have received letters from him at his home ; he is 
StiU in the same condition, and is quite disheartened at Uie 
prospect of being permanentiy a mute. 

NOTE FROM PROF. HAMILTON. 

[To the Editor of the Amkbtcak Mxdioal Timsb.] 

Sni : — This report has been furnished to me by Dr. Rice at 
my request, I having seen the patient at various periods of 
the progress of the malady. I saw him before the occur- 
rence of coma, when the wound was heahng kmdiy. I 
saw him when he was comatose, and the tround was look- 
ing very badly, and I saw him again when a favorable 
changa had taken place in hisgeneral appearance, and in 
th? condition of tlie wound. He was stiU apparently deal) 
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and usable to make even simple sounds, but his mind 
seemed unimpaired. I think it very certain that he was 
not a malingerer, yet I would like to have had him placed 
under the influence of ether or chloroform, so that no doubt 
could have remained. The poor fellow was so thoroughly 
maimed by the wound that it would be difficult to conceive 
a purpose in malingering. 

By a letter received from Dr. Chitwood^ of Connersville, 
Ind., I learn that since his return home his voice has been 
gradually restored, and also hearing in the left ear, but not 
in the right 

Tours, etc., 

Frank H. Hamilton, M.D. 

44 K. Mth St., N.7. 



CASE OF SUB-ACUTE TRAUMATIC TETANUS. 

TBSATED BT MOBPHIA AND STIMULANTS.— BEOOYEBT. 

Bt JOHN DWTER, M.D., 

sumamoit H.T.t.T. 

Corporal James Meehan, 69th Reg. New Tork State Na- 
tional Guard, aet. 24, was wounded on the 30th January at 
tlie action of " The Deserted House," Suffolk, Virginia. The 
left arm was extensively lacerated by a frMnent of shell, 
a large portion of the deltoid and parts of the biceps and 
coraco-brachialis being torn away; the artery and vein 
escaped injury, as did also the bone, which was, however, 
nearly stripped of muscle. The wound was about five 
inches in length and four in breadtli, and engaged the upper 
third of the anterior and external aspects or the limb. The 
usual treatment was employed : cold water dressing for 
the first few days, anodyne poultices subsequently, up to 
Friday, February 13th, the patient progressed favorably ; on 
this day, fifteen afler the receipt of injury, he complained 
of a slight soreness in the jaws, which, on the l4th, in- 
creased to an inability to open the mouth widely. 15th. 
His symptoms were, trismus (the teeth could only be sepa- 
rated to the extent of half an inch), slight difficulty in swal- 
lowing stimulating liquids, stiffness in the muscles at the 
back of the neck, pain in tlie temporal muscles, suffused 
conjunctiva, and a peering expression of face ; ordered a 
purgative. 16th. The signs became more marked, and he 
was removed firom the hospital ward, which was full of 
other wounded men, to a room in another building adjoin- 
ing the Surgeon's private quarters. Given four ounces of 
milk punch every fourth hour and three grains of opium at 
night. 17th. Complains of pain along the spine, and at the 
ensiform <?artilage — this last "catching" him, he says, when 
he tries to take a full breath. To-day the '' risus sardoni- 
cus" is well marked. On the suggestion of Dr. Nolan, Sur- 
geog of the 155th New Tork volunteers, an assafoetida 
enema was administered. Milk punch and opium as before. 
18th. Bowels freely acted, no peculiar offensiveness re- 
marked, shght tendency to perspiration. MiUc punch as 
before; a grain of morphia at night substitutea for the 
opium. 19th. Says he had no rest last night, as when he 
fell into a doze the tongue protruded, and the teeth closing 
spasmodically, lacerated it; tongue is much bruised and 
swollen, had a cork gag made to guard against this. Milk 

funch as before, two ^ains of morphia at night 20th. 
^erspiration increasing^ its odor being very disagreeable ; 
ordered an assafoetida mjection, afler whidi he had a par- 
tial spasm, the limbs from the trunk down to the knees 
becoming perfectly rigid for a few seconds; complains 
principally of a pain between the shoulder blades ; at 10 
p. M. gave a second assafoetida enema. Diet beef tea, tea 
and toast (the latter reduced to a pulp and taken in the tea 
by means of a feeder) ; appetite fair, pulse full but quicker 
than natural ; muscles oi the trunk, abdomen, and thighs, 
to a great degree persistently rigid. Milk punch and mor- 
phia as before. 21st. Complains of want of rest, is very 
uneasy ; expresses a wish to have his milk punch changed 
Tor whiskey diluted with water. Ordered an assafoetida 
enema, a grain of morphia during the day and two at 



night; twelve ounces of whiskey. 22d, Rigidity of the 
muscles of the thighs well marked ; at intervals is seized 
with strong and pamful spasms in themj muscles of abdo- 
men nearly as bard as a board. Whiskey and morphia 
continued. 23d. Speaks of great pain in the loins ancf 
groins, chiefly the lefl one ; had tk general spBsm this morn- 
ing, which lasted a few seconds. Fifteen ounces of whiskey 
ana four grains (in grain doses) of morphia, in the twenty- 
four hours. 24th. irergpires profusely ; symptoms to-dajr 
are : trismus, rigidity of the muscles of the abdomen, rigi- 
dity and painfiil contractions of the psoas and femoral mus- 
cles (particularly of those of the left side), with pain be- 
tween the scapulce. The pain at the ensiform cartilage has 
ceased. Whiskey as before ; morphia, five grains to day. 
25th. Ordered purge of one drop of croton oil with four 
grains of the compound extract of colocvnth, as his bowels 
were obstinately costive. Suffers greatly from the sudden 
and frequent " catches" in thegroins and thighs ; his moans 
and cries are distressing. Wniskey twenty ounces; six 
grains and a half of morphia (a dose being one grain and a 
half at night). 26th. Is very irritable and keeps nis attend- 
ant constantly on the move ; screams loudly as the spasms 
catch him ; complains bitterly of the slightest noise ; sweat- 
ings persistent and most profuse; looks eagerly for the 
whiskey, which he takes in smaJl quantities at a time, 
largely diluted, and at freauent intervals. Twenty ounces 
of whiskey, six grains of morphia. 27th. Had tobacco 
poultices apphed to the abdomen twice to day. Sponged 
nis body with vinegar, which, he said, refreshed him much. 
Whiskey and morphia as before. 28th. To-day he is ex- 
tremely weak ; the offensively smelling perspiration lite- 
rally pours from him, he is steaming all over ; his cries and 
screams, as the spasms seize him, resound through the 
building and can be heard outside ; this condition lasted the 
entire ni^ht ; the case apparently hopeless ; we plied him 
with whiskey ad libitum^ and he had seven grains of mor- 
phia in the twenty-four homrs. March 1st This morning 
we notice he talks loudly and incoherently, and we con- 
chide the whiskey is beginning to tell on him and fear that 
we have administered it too freely, but ihe epdeme are nei- 
ther so violent nor of §o Jrequent occurrence. Decreased the 
whiskey to twelve ounces, and the morphia to four grain?. 
2d. Feels much easier, says the pain has lefl the groins 
altogether ; but he is still fretful and irritable, he complains 
now of the " catches" coming in the knees. 10 p. m. The 
pain is not nearly so severe, the spasms are not so fitjquent 
and the muscles of the jaw are partially relaxed ; the belly 
is still tense, and he is very weak. Three grains of mor- 
phia and ten ounces of whiskey. 3d. His bowels not 
having been moved since the 26th repeated the purge as 
above. The spasms are observed to-day to take him in the 
knees and great toes ; the abdominal muscles are partially 
rigid, those of the legs from the knee down, and or the feet 
perfectly hard; the knees and great toes of the lefl side are 
most affected. His countenance during the last four days 
has assumed a very haggard expression ; he has fallen off 
greatly in flesh, and his pinched cheeks and wasted 
limbs testify to the suffering he has undergone ; three 
grains of morphine, ten ounces of whiskey. From this 
time he gradually improved, the stiffness in tlie legs from 
the knees down remaining, however, for a considerable 
T>eriod, and for days be could not bear any one to touch 
his limbs, as doing so brought on a spasm in them. Mor- 

Ehia and whiskey were still given him. the doses of each 
eing decreased from time to time. On March 14th he 
was removed back to his old quarters in the hospital, 
and on that day his dose of morphia was one grain, and of 
whiskey six ounces. The following day there was a good 
deal of additional rigidity in the muscles of the abdomen 
and legs, but this soon passed off; the trismus had now 
nearly disappeared, and tne wound was healthy And slowly 
cicatrizing. Eariy in April he was able to walk about the 
hospital, he gained fle^ just as rapidly as he had lost it, and 
all his oompkints were that his left leg was a little shorter 
than his right, and that he could nut raise his wounded arm. 
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On April 15th, in compliance with an order from Dr. 
Hand, Medical Director (Suffolk being considered in 
danger of attack), he was sent with other sick and wound- 
ed of the regiment to the General Hospital at Fortress 
Monroe; he was then hearty and in ^ood spirits, and 
could walk yeir weU with the aid of a stick. The wound 
had nearly healed up. 

The following are a few points of interest connected 
with the case : — 

1. The absence of any modification of sensation or mo- 
tion in the forearm or hand, though not only the site of 
the wound, but the supervention of tetanus, would lead to 
the belief that some of the nerves of the brachial plexus 
had been injured. 

2. The mixed character of the attack, which was attend- 
ed with most of the symptoms of acute tetanus, but which 
on the other hand was distinguished from it by the partial 
nature of the spasms, by the muscles of the glottis not 
being engaged, and above all by its fortonate termination. 

3. The healthy state of the wound. 

4. The pecuUar course taken by the disease, which, it 
will be observed, affected the laws first, then the muscles 
of the back — ^the diaphragm — ^the abdominal muscles, the 
psoas, then the thighs and legs in turn, terminating literally 
by going " out at Uie toes." 

5. The screams and moans of the patient said to be usu- 
ally absent in tetanus — ^here they can be easily accounted 
for by the fact that the muscles of the larynx were not 
involved at alL 

6. The wounded side being more affected by spasm and 
pain than the other Talso noticed by Macleod in his 
** Notes on Surgery or Crimean War*), this was sub- 
sequently proved by the left leg remaining contracted even 
after convalescence — the right arm was never affected in 
any way. 

Three other symptoms, which Dr. Macleod had reoord- 
ed, were also present in this case — the " hawking up of a 
viscid spittle. '* pain darting firom the wound to the 
spine," and tne production of spasm in the limb by touoh- 
inff it. 

The assafoetida enema, though ^ken of by some as 
of great service, did not appear to luive the slightest effect 
in wis case ; neither did toe tobacco poultices. It may be 
said we did not give these a fair trial, but the patient had 
no faith in either, and strongly objected the irritation pro- 
duced by turning him for the purpose of administering the 
one ; and the exposure and wet entailed by the use oi the 
other, were objectionable. 

His diet dunnff the trismus was beef-tea, tea and toast, 
and eggs, these ne had chopped up fine, and he woida 
suck them through the feeder. As he became convalescent 
he was nourished with farina, com starch, etc., and before 
he left the hospital he was able to masticate a piece oi 
broiled meat for dinner. 

The quantity of morphia taken firom Feb. 18th to March 
3d, inclusive, was 65i grains, an average of nearly four 
grains per oiem, the greatest quantity taken in any one 
day being (on Feb. 2Sth) seven grains. 

202 ounces of whiskey were taken during the same 
period ; an average of fourteen and a half ounces per diem. 
Twenty ounces were tdcen daily three days in succession, 
and on Feb. 28th he must have taken thirty-two ounces. 

In conclusion^ it may be well to observe that the patient 
had the reputation of being always a sober man, and on 
more than one occasion between the thirtieth January 
and thirteenth February manifested a marked dislike to 
whiskey ; also, that no mistake could be made as to his 
having actually taken the doses of whiskey and morphia 
stated, as the case being of considerable interest, the treat- 
ment was conducted under the immediate eye either of 
myself or of Assistant-Surgeon John A. Spencer, of this 
regiment, who was indefatigable in his attention, and took 
ptfticular notes of the case daily. 



PARACENTESIS THORACIS IN EMPYEMA. 

By R p. BENNET, M.D. 
BAKBiTBTf Comr. 

As there is considerable difference of opinion in r^;ard to 
the deleterious influence of the air when admitted into the 
pleural cavity, I send the report of two cases of paracentesis 
thoracis for empyema. The first case was of a boy of 
about eight years of a^, who had suffered from pleuro- 
pneumonia, l^aracentesis was performed, and between one 
and two pints of pus discharged. No precautions were 
taken to prevent the admission of air into the pleural ca- 
vity, and it entered freely. A second puncture was made 
about a week later, when another pint was evacuated ; the 
opening so remained, and for several days the air passed 
freely out and in at every expiration and inspiration, yet 
no evil consequences followed, and tiie patient made a good 
recovery. The second was a child, eighteen months old ; 
the case was a severe one, and when, to aH appearance, 
the child was in arliculo mortis, I punctured the chest, and 
discharged a pint of thidc pus. Tfa^ puncture did not close : 
^e air passed freely out and in for several days ; the child 
immediately improved, and finalljr recovered, to the utter 
astonishment of^ many who saw hiuL I have often punc- 
tured the chest for empyema, and have always founa that 
when the opening did not dose up, and air was freely 
admitted into ihQ pleural cavity, the patient did best. 
Hence, I am led to conclude that tne fears of the profession 
on this subject are entirely groundless, and that all the 
instruments for withdrawing the fluid without the admis- 
sion of air are perfectly superfluous. This opinion is not 
based on the result of a single case, but of many cases dur- 
ing a series of years. 
JftDoaiy ^ 18M. 
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NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

BvATKD MxsnKO, 8«pt n, 1868. 

DB. D. & CONABT, PB£8ID£NT, IN THE OHAIB. 

BEMOVAL OP AN INCH Ain> A HALT OF COM MOV OAROTID ARTIRT 
ntOM THE SUBOTAHOI Gf A OAHOKROUS TUMOR — UGATION OP 
JUOnLAR VEIN — RECOVEBT OP THE PATIENT. 

Dr. Conant exhibited an inch and a half of the common 
carotid artery of a gentleman 70 years of age, residing in 
New Hampsnire. The patient, about two vears ago, had 
suffered firom a carbuncular inflammation of the right side of 
the neck, continuing for several months. Finally the 
diseased parts healed over, though it left the patient in 
rather feeble health. A few weeks after a little tumor 
showed itself on the right side of the neck, and appeared to 
be merely one of the enlarged cervical elands. This tumor 
continued to increase in size for nearly eleven months, when 
Dr. C. saw the case. He, however, merely prescribed an 
anodyne application, and some internal remedies. A few 
weeks subsequent to this the tumor seemed gradually to 
disappear. Indeed, for some months it was almost entirelj 
gone, when all of a sudden, during the last spring, it began 
to increase in size more rapidly than before, and on the 
I3th of June, when the patient was again seen, very strong 
fears of the existence of a malignant element in the tumor 
were entertained. The mass extended so far downwards 
that it gave rise to symptoms of pressure on the brachial 
plexus of nerves. In the course of the next &ve weeks the 
pain in the arm gradually increased, and superadded to this 
was considerable pain at the side of the neck. This pain 
had become so severe that^ in order to obtain sleep at mght, 
he was compelled to crowd his finger underneath the 
tumor and above the clavicle, in order to remove pressure 
from the nerves. By the 15th of July the tumor had 
increased so much in size as to fill a pint bowi. The 
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tndbea was crowded an inch to the left of the median line, 
the stemo-cleido mastoid muscle was thrust forward, the 
anterior edge of the trapezius was dissected up, while the 
lower portion of the tumor was &8tened down against the 
upper portion of the clavicle. The patient heing very 
anxious for an operation, and he being in a condition to 
warrant some surgical interference for ms relief Dr. C. con- 
sented. After the administration of ether an mcision was 
commenced on the posterior part of the deido-mastoid, and 
carried to the clavicle, then along the davicle to the trapezius. 
The flap being turned up, the tumor was perfectly smooth. 
The in&rior and posterior portion of the tumor was readily 
enucleated, but while dissecting underneath the stemo- 
cleido mastoid muscle it was found that the mass of disease 
had surrounded the common carotid artery and ju^lar vein. 
It was also found, in dissecting the upper portion of the 
tumor, that the parts were plentifully supplied by branches 
of the carotid; this was nrmly ligatured. The diseased 
mass was then gradually sliced down until the jugular vein 
was reached, when it was found to be fuU of matter, and 
hard. It was then discovered that the ligature had included 
the vein as well as the carotid and its branches. The arterv 
at the lower part of the tumor, about an inch and a half 
below this pomt, appearing to be very firagile, a second 
ligature was implied. As much of the tumor was removed, 
by dicing, as could be done, without taking out its inter- 
mediate portion, leaving arterv and vein intact, surrounded 
by a small portion of tissue. The case progressed verv well, 
■ubsequent to the operation, so that at the end of three 
weeks he was able to go alone to his bam and attend to 
minor affiurs about the farm. At the end of five weeks the 
wound had entirely healed, except at the point where the 
ligature came through. The upper ligature had not come 
awa^, and in withdrawing it ur, C. brought with it that 
portiop of the vessel (H inch) included originallv between 
the ligatures. The patient at last accounts was aoing well, 
thoujp there was still considerable discharge from the 
wound. The cervical glands again show a tendency to 
enlarge. The tumor was cancerous. 

Da. EuoT asked if it were usual for malignant tumors to 
decrease during any particular stage of theirtexistence. 

Db. Con ant rephed that such was so unusual that in the 
instance referred to he was inclined at one time to the 
opinion that the disease was not of a malignfmt charac- 
ter. 

Db. Clark remarked that vascular n)ali^nant tumors were 
very i^t to vary in size at different penods, according to 
the amount of blood that they circulated. In this connexion 
he referred to a case of cancer of the tongue, which was 
shown him some years ago by Dr. Buck. At one time the 
tumor decreased so markedly in size that Dr. Buck was 
inclined to give up his diagnosis, but in the course of a few 
weeks after the disease again took on a very rapid growth. 
Dr. Clark examined the tumor microscopically and proved 
it to be of a cancerous character. 

DOUBLE AMPUTATION. 

Db. Conant related the case of a severe railroad accident, 
which occurred on a train on which he happened to be a 
passenger. The patient was a newsboy, who fell from the 
train, and two cars passed over both his legs, severing one 
completely, and leaving the other hanging by a small strip 
of flesh. He performed a double amputation, one at the 

i 'unction of the upper and middle- thirds, and the other a 
ittle lower down. With the exception of the occurrence of 
seccmdary hssmorrhage from the detachment of the ligature, 

Sr another surgeon two days after, the patient did well 
e merely related the case for the purpose of illustrating 
bow important an operation could be performed by instra- 
ments which were carried in a case that could easily be 
placed in the coat-pocket. The cutting was supplied with 
an adjustable handle, and all the other re<juired instruments 
were packed away in the smallest conceivable space. He 
bad devised the case for the purpose of operating at the 
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Db. Conant also presented a small portion of the skull of* 
a patient whom he trephined under tne following circum- 
stances. Happening to be among the Adirondack Moun- 
tains, he was requested to see a young man who had 
sustained a severe injury of the head, and a fractured thigh, 
by being thrown from a wagon. For seven weeks flie 
patient had lain in a partiuly unconscious state. The 
thigh had not united, but around the seat of the injury an 
abscess had formed, which was constantly discharging a 
great quantity of matter. The patient would seem to 
notice to a ^ight extent what was goin^ on around him, 
and would take up a word from a question that would be 
asked him, and repeat it over and over again, each time 
louder, imtil he would be apparently exnausted. His 
hearing was so acute that he would even cateh at whispered 
words in the same manner. Dr. C. concluded from this 
circumstance that the grey substance of the brain was 
affected rather than any other part On examination at 
the seat of the injury no lesion of me skull could be detected ; 
still, the friends being anxious for the operation, Dr. C. con- 
sented to perform it. Having no trephine at hand he used 
a chisel and mallet for the purpose, carefriUy cutUng out a 
small button of bone. 

There was nothing particularly noticeable about the 
dura mater, except, perha^ that it seemed as if it had 
shmnk away, notwimstanding there were evidences of 
the existence of semm underneath. Dr. Conant in tliis 
connexion mentioned the fietct that he had witnessed a 
post-mortem examination in a case of typhoid fever, by 
Mr. Laycock of Edinburgh, in which this peculiar symo- 
tom of repeating words was a distinct feature, and that the 
gentleman maintained that it was due to trouble at the base 
of the brain, in the floor of the fourth ventricle. At the 
autopsy Mr. Laycock found a granular condition of the 
living membrane of the iter a tertio ad quartum ventricu- 

lum. 
Db. Olabk thought that such a point was a litUe too 

finely drawn. 



PROFESSOR RAPHAEL'S SURGIGAL CLINIC 

AT THE NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Rbpobted by J. H. THOJiPSON, M.D., 

GUNSHOT WOUND. 

J. S., aged thirty-two. bora in the* United States, wounded 
in the batde of Antietom, September, 1862, by a mini^ 
ball which entered the anterior aspect of the left leg, strik- 
ing the tibia exterior to its spine, passing through to the 
leg between the Ubia and fibula. The ball was extracted 
posteriorly after suppuration had revealed ite position 
under the integuments. Several sinuses have made their 
appearance «t mtervals, and more or less suppuration has 
continually been present The sinuses which now remain 
are discharging an ofienaive pus. Five or six small pieces 
of bone have been exfoUated, but none very lately. Ad- 
vised to dress the wound with the following ointment^ 
B. Bidsam Perav. 3 j., 

Simpl. cerat 5 j. . i. i ^ 

The next time he came, the wound not havme he^ed, 
he admitted that he had had gonorrhoea lately, and ^phiUs 
six years ago. PiHs, as follows, were prescribed, 
B. Mas6« hydrtirg. 3j., 

Pulv. opu, gr. V. M. et ft. piL No. xx.. 
One pin to be taken three times a day, and an omtment of 
hydrargyri nitratis 3 ij., et cerati simplids 3 rj., was given 

to dress the wound. ,^ , . , 

As the wound is very tardy in healing, and is also quite 
tender, the cicatrix being adhereut to the bone, he was 
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told to paint it dail^ with tinctura iodinii et spts. vini 
reot, in equal quantities. The last time he was at the 
Clinic he came to report himself as cured. 

PARONYCHU. 

Wm. Van A., aged fifteen, bom in the United States, 
bone felon on tne thumb of the right hand, which he has 
had for one week. Prof. R. remarked that this is one of 
the most painful affections, and as the matter is confined 
between the periosteum and the bone, and cannot find its 
way to the surface, if not interfered with, the result is 
necrosis. They may, however, frequently by dispersed by 
immersing the part affected in water or lye as hot as can 
be endured, when they first make their appearance, but as 
this one has aheady existed too long for such treatment, it 
was laid open through the periosteum to the bone, thereby 
givii^ vent to a considerable quantity of pus, and also 
affonfing immediate relief He was then' ordered to poul- 
tice it with hnseed meal for a few days, after which he is 
to dress it with simple cerate. 

PSORIASIS. 

Ann A., aged forty-five, born in the United States, 
chronic psoriasis, confined to both legs below the knees. 
Prescribed liq. potass® arsenitis, gtt z., three times a day, 
upon which sne improved, but complained that the mem- 
cine made her sick. It was therefore discontinued, and 
the following given, 
B. Pulv. rhei, 

Sodaa bi-carb., ft&, gr. xlvi\j., 

Pulv. ipec., gr. vj. 
To be made into zziv. pills. One to be taken three times 
a day. And an ointment for local application, made as 
follows : 

B, Hydrarg. rub. precip.. 

Terebinth. Venet», ft6. 3 L, 

Ung. simpl. 5 i- M. 
The patient subsequentiy presented herself at the Clinic 
completely cured. 

TBBTIABT STI^ILIS. 

A. C., aged thirty-three, bom in Denmark, sailor, tertiary 
syphilis. He had two chancres on the prepuce thr^e 
months before he presented himself at the chnic, which 
broke out several times. He now complains principally of 
pains in his bones and head, and also sore throaty in which 
there are some few ulcerated points. Some of the cervical 
glands are enlarged, and may easily be felt. He was put 
upon 

9 . Potassii tf>didi 3 ij., 
Tinct. cinchonae co., 
Ac^uso, aa. I ij. M. 
S. Two tetspoonfuls three times a day, 
and also 

B. Hydr. bi-chlor., gr. iv., 
\ Ammonise mur., gr. vj., 

Mice paniS) q. s , ft. pil xzzij. 
S. One pill three times a day. 
This patient is now entirely well. 

OmrOHIA MALIGNA. 

Patrick F., aged seven yeani bom in this city. This is 
a case of onychia maligna. Tne end of the middle finger 
of the left hand, which is the one affected, is much enlarg- 
ed, red, and exceedingly painful The nail has grown 
quite longhand is loose. He has had this sore about four 
weeks. Has always been a healthy (^ild, but is rather 
pale now. Lives down in a damp basement. 

Prof Raphael remarked that this affection frequentiy 
arises firom living in unhealthy localities, thereby inducing 
a cachectic condition of the system, and is also traceable 
sometimes to a syphilitic taint. The nail, which had be- 
come dark and shrivelled up, was removed vnth a pair of 
Ibre^ An ointment 



B. Aq. ezt^ opii, at. x., 
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was given to dress the finger with. He was also ordered 
to take five drops'syr. ferri iod. three times a day. 

The above treatment had entirely cured the boy the 
last time he presented himself at the clinic. 

INGUINAL HERNIA. 

Geo. W.^ aged twenty-two, bom in Ireland, inguinal 
hernia, strained himself two weeks before he presented 
himself at the Clinic. He now complains of a swelling in 
the right groin about as large as his fist He procur^ s 
tmss, and the hemia is not apparent now, but he says it 
comes down if he leaves off his tmss. 

Prof Raphael remarked, that in recent cases of her- 
nia tiie mere pressure of the tmss will generally create 
enough inflammation to cause a sufficient formation of 
lymph to block up the inguinal ring, and thereby care the 
hemia as radically as by an operation. But there is a good 
deal of skill required in the adjustment of a truss, and 
it should accurately fit the ring. He is advised to con- 
tinue to wear the tmss, allowing him to leave it off at 
ni^ht, beino; careful to support the part with the hand on 
arising in the morning until he gets his truss on. 

INOTSTSn TUMOB. 

Thos. R., aced fourteen, bom in New York, encysted 
tumor situated just under the left malar bone, noticed it 
about two years ago ; it has increased in size very slowly, 
and is now about the size of a black wdnut. Profl R. 
operated by transfixing the tumor with a sharp-pointed 
bistoury, and cutting outwards, making an opening of 
somewhat more than one inch in length, the contents of 
the sac, which were of a cheesy consistency and appear- 
ance, were pressed out, and the sac was then dissected 
out entire. One suture was put in the centre, and the 
remaining portions of the wound drawn together with 
strips of isinglass plaster, over which a compress was 
bound down with some more plaster. 

After evacuating the contents of the encysted tumor, 
the sac should always be removed, either in the manner 
here described, or as is frequentiy the case, it may be 
simply drawn out with a pair of fbrceps. Unless tnis is 
done they will be almost certain to fill up again, thereby 
rendering a second operation necessary. 

In this case but very litUe inflammation supervened, 
and the greater part of the wound healed primarily, the 
remainder closed up nicely after a few appUcations of ad- 
hesive strips, leaving a very slight cicatrix. 

ADHESION OF THB CHEEK TO THE JAW. 

Thos. J. McC, aged sixteen, born in New York, was 
salivated at five years of age ; the inner side of the right 
cheek is adherent to the gums of both the superior and in- 
ferior maxillary bones, which prevents him fjrom opening 
his mouth more than one-fourtn of an inch. He says he 
could open it wider three months ago than now, and that 
it has been gradually restricting the movement of his jaw 
for a considerable period. 

The adhesions were divided between the cheek and 
upper jaw, which gave him considerably greater mobility 
than he had before. He would not submit to having any 
further operation for the division of the parts fix)m the 
lower jaw ; and as nothing more could be done he was 
told to rinse his mouth with cold water frequently. 

TERTIARY SYPHILIS. 

Jas. J., aged twenty- eight, Irish, had syphilis eight 
years ago, and was salivated. Has had ulcers on his legE, 
and also a node on the sternum. The latter, however, has 
been removed by the use of the iodide of potass. His 
gums are sore now, for which he is ordered to use aa a 
wash B. TincL myrrh» §1 et Aquae Jiij., M., and also 
to continue the use of the potass, iod. 

The Chair of Chemistiy at Berlin, also that at Bonn, 
have been offered to Dr. Hofmann, of London. The Uni- 
versity of Bonn propose to place £20,000 at his disposal 
for the establishment of a laboratory. 
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PBEPABED BY B. H. JANES, M.D. 
OLTOERINS IN THE TREATMENT 01* DISEASES OF T&B BtlC. 

Two classes of preparations are introduced, called gly cer- 
ates and glyceroles ; the former, an unctuous substance made 
by associating glycerine with another substance, as starch, 
for example, and used as an excipient for different reme- 
dies with which it forms ointments, pomades, etc., while 
the latter consists Simply of glycerine associated with some 
remedy for which it forms a vehicle. The glycerate of 
starch is recommended by M. Debout as the best excipient 
for ophthalmic pomades, and is prepared by taking of gly- 
cerine bjr weight fifteen parts, and starch one part, and 
heating m a capsule over me flame of a spirit lamp stirring 
wit^ a spatula until complete hydration of the starch has 
taken place. This is free from the unpleasant odor of 
grease, does not become rancid, and instead of causing 
erythema, cures it when it exists. Owing to the solvent 
properties of glycerine, we are fi^e fi*om any mechanical 
irritation that might arise from the medicament not being 
completely dissolved. 

The following glyceroles are recommended by M. Foucher 
as collyiia : Pure glycerine, thirty grammes ; borax, two to 
four grains, or sulphate of zinc, one to three grains, or sul- 
phate of copper, one to four grains, or tincture or iodine, 
four to eight grains, or percmoride of iron, one to four 
ffrains, or tannin, two to four grains, or calomel, three to 
KMir grains, or Sydenham's laudanum^ two to four grains. 

These are to be used as each particular remedy is indi- 
cated, as for instance, the two first in ordinary conjunc- 
tivitis, whether palpebral or oculaf. The glycerole of 
laudanum for the reb'ef of photophobia. For chronic affec- 
tions the sulphate of copper, etc. The strength of these 
j^reparations may, of course, be varied to suit any parti- 
ticalar, or according to the views of the practitioner. If 
ointments are wanted, the following are proposed by M. 
Dxbout: — Glycerate of starch, fifteen grammes, sulphate of 
copper. 0*01 to 0.25 grain, or for chronic affections, glyce- 
rate or starch, fifteen grammes, bioxyde of mercury, 0*15 
to 0'50 grain, substituted for red precipitate ointment. In 
addition to these preparations there is the glycerate of 
starch in combination with the iodide of potassium, and of 
calomel and of nitrate of silver, and so on. Even glyce- 
rine alone has proved a remedy in many instances. It 
readily cleanses the eye from all purulent secretions, and 
aids other means, as scarification, cauterization, etc, and 
yet to obtain all the advantages, it is of the first importance 
that the article be genuine, and free from the impurities of 
commercial glycerine. 

Mr. B. Reynolds, of Leeds, has written a letter to the 
Pharmaceutical Society of London, in which he condemns 
in strong terms this adulteration, which he believes is prac- 
tised to a great extent in the preparation of galenical re- 
medies. While no harm would result from the substitution 
of methylated spirit in the compositions of liniments, etc. ; 
its cheapness when compared with alcohol, and the 
triumphs of chemistry in so far purifying it from its nau- 
aeous taste, that by slightly flavored additions it becomes 
indistinguishable frum similar preparations made from pure 
^iritS) so strongly tempts the cupidity of the not over- 
honest manufacturers that Mr. R declares, that ^*the 
medicines supplied to the poor are now all but exclusively 
methylated.*' He tells the society that its members would 
stand aghast could they know to what extent the manu- 
iactaring chemists enga^ in this business. He speaks of 
one house as using medicinally 12,000 gaUons of methylat- 
ed npirit per annum. From it is prepared *^ that impudent 
trash sold as Indian brandee, and gindee, and whiskee." 
He appeals strongly to the society to discountenance this 

ractice, not only by the allegiance due to the College of 

'hysidans, who have expressly forbidden it, bnt by the 



allegiance they owe to truth, and to the reputation of an 
honorable profession, while '^methylated spirit in phar- 
macy has become a gigantic lie." 

Sliiuriran SleMcal ^inm. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 1864. 



FEVER IN HOSPITALS, 
We have the melancholy duty of recording the death of 
another member of the resident staff of Bellevue Hospital 
Dr. Rows is the fifth resident medical gentleman who has 
died of fever contracted in tlie discharge of his duties in 
this institution within the last nine month& During the 
same period ten more of the staff have passed through the 
fever, and have recovered or are now convalescing. This 
is a startling record of mortality under any circumstances, 
but in the present instance is simply harrowing. Five 
young physicians in tlie vigor of early manhood, lingering 
still in this great practical school to give to their education 
that perfection of temper and firmness necessary to n^id 
success, fall victims to fever. In the death of such young 
men, highly educated, devoted to duty, and of noble aspi- 
rations for excellence, the whole profession sustains a great, 
an irreparable loss. It can ill afford to needlessly sacrifice 
on the altar of humanity those who are so eminently quali- 
fied to sustain its dignity and honor, and to advance the 
science of medicine beyond its present bounds. If these 
things must needs be, if suffering humanity demands the 
sacrifice, the victims are always ready to be offered. The 
noblest members of our profession have yielded their 
lives a willing offering to stay or mitigate the horrors of 
pestilential and epidemic diseases. Our hospitals bear 
ample testimony to the courage and heroic bravery of 
young medical men in the midst of danger fi*om the 
most fatal infectious and contagious diseases. No post of 
duty is deserted, and when one falls another instantly steps 
forward to fill the ranks. 

But however necessary it may often be for the physi- 
cian to take his life in his hand and go boldly into the 
midst of infection, and if need be incur the fearful penalty 
of death, the question recurs. Is it necessary to sacrifice so 
many valuable lives of young medical men in our hospitals 
to typhus or typhoid fever ? Are not these preventable 
diseases? What are the teachings of sanitary science? 
We earnestly put these questions to the Medical Board of 
Bellevue Hospital, and to the Commissioners of Charities 
and Corrections, as the constituted guardians of the sani- 
tary affairs of our largest hospitals. 

The spacious and liberally provisioned hospital buildings, 
with their thousands of comfortable beds, bear testimony 
to the beneficent and large, purposes of the governing 
Boards of these noble institutions, but if it occurs that by 
some failure to conform their administration in accordance 
with the inflexible laws of sanitary science and the require- 
ments of nature, the costly edifices and the richly furnish- 
ed wards are transformed into fever-nests, and furnaces of 
infectious and deadly disease, spreading death to all classes 
of patients, and secretly poisoning the faithful attendants 
and zealous young physicians who are on duty there, then 
we ore in duty bound to press the inquiry— Who is respon- 
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fiible for the needless sacrifice of these lives, and the official 
guar^ans of those institutions must ask, What does sani- 
tary science teach concerning such maladies? 

It is not our purpose to enter upon an elaborate diaous- 
sion of this subject, but it is manifestly necessary that 
instant and thorough reform should be effected in reference 
to the causes of endemic and infectious fevers in our hospi- 
tals. Though the localization of such maladies is an oppro- 
brium to any hospital, lamentable experience in a very 
large number of hospitals in our country has shown how 
very difficult is the task of eradicating the typhic poison in 
the wards and quarters where it finds a wonted nidus and 
hiding apot. Sanitary science teaches, and experience haa 
abundantly demonstrated, that typhus and typhoid fevers 
are absolutely preventable diseases, and that the typhio 
poison itself is not so incorrigible as to defy medical and 
police control But the virus of these fevers must be 
rigorously dealt with as a terrible foe. Its birth is in the 
crowded ward, the unventilated and densely packed hall, 
the filthy tenement, and where effete organic matter 
(dianoes to be accumulated or neglected. The essential fact 
relating to the processes of these fevers is, that they ra;>idly 
waste the organic elements of the human structure, and 
that in ordinary apartments with an atmosphere at all con- 
fined, as by closure of windows and open fire-places, the 
typhic poison is fearfiilly communicable or personally in- 
^tious and contagious. And these are the facts that 
demand attention from the governing Boards of our hos- 
pitals. 

Shall the present causes of the fever pestilence in Belle- 
▼ne and other hospitals continue because, forsooth, there is 
supposed to be an epidemic constxhUion of the season or of 
the atmosphere this year? The same fever tragedy is 
enaeted within the same walls, and fi*om the same prevent- 
able causes, year after year; and it will be repeated every 
winter until those causes are removed. Five of the 
choicest young physicians in a single institution killed by 
this stealthy enemy of our hospitals, during the past few 
months I More such sacrifices will rapidly follow, unless 
medical men come forward, and, with the redeeming power 
of sanitary knowledge, effect the needed reform. 

As a prelhninary step in that work of reform, let a rule 
be peremptorily ordered in all the hospitals of this city, 
that patients with typhus or typhoid fever shall not be 
allowed to remain in a ward where there are any oUier 
maladies, surgical or medical ; and, secondly, let there be 
such improvements in the ventilation of all the wards and 
hospital apartments as will effectually prevent the presence 
or the continuance of an en^^emic typhic condition. An 
abundant and <)onUnwd eupply o/freeh air dieeipaUs and 
destroys the typhic poison. 

Bat the windows will be dosed, the fire-places are 
already hermetically sealed in most wards, and, sad 
to say, nurses and patients alike cry out against fresh 
air ; they are not accustomed to such air; surgical patients, 
consumptives, dyq)eptic9^ and bed-ridden patients with 
organic maladies, will not endure and do not need such 
ventilation as the fever patients must have. For such, and 
for stronger reasons, the fever patients must be put into a 
domestic quarantine, and should be kept immersed and 
flooded in fi^sh air. And for fever wards there shogld be 
a specially rigid government, and spodaUy trained nurses. 
This can only be thorou^^y accomplished by estabhshing 



a fever hospital And we put the question to the Com- 
missioners : If they ought not to open on the spacious 
islands under their charge a separate building for the re- 
ception and treatment of fever ? A simple pavilion can be 
quickly constructed with full ventilation, which would 
insure a greater percentage of cures, and complete im- 
munity of attendants from this fatal disease. Such a fever 
pesthouse is as much required as a separate building for 
the isolation of small-pox. 

We know how vague and uncertain the practical know- 
ledge of these considerations is among medical men ; and 
because we are forced to witness most cruel and needless 
sacrifices of precious lives, in consequence of such inatten- 
tion to momentous facts, we speak thus iu*gently. And we 
pray our medical brethren to lend their aid to the work of 
rooting out the fever nests of our crowded districts. Let 
them insist upon the removal and proper surveiHance of all 
communicable sources of contagious fever, and soon we 
shall see each hospital establishing a separate and well iso- 
lated pavilion for the treatment of such .fever ; and not 
until such fever pavilions or " shanties '' are substituted for 
fever wards, or promiscuous wards for typhic patients, 
will fevers cease to burst forth in our large hospitals; 
and while the fever demon of the crowded hospital holds 
carnivals, noble young martyrs will swell the inmiortal 
group of faithful physicians whose heroism in duty enno- 
bles the history of the medical art^ and to whose names 
the profession affectionately points and says : — Hax mea 
omamenta sunt 



THB WOMAN S HOSPITAL. 

The annual meeting of this association was held Jan. 9, at 
No. 83 Madison avenue. Mr. Beekman, Chairman of the 
Board of GovemorSi thus iq>oke of the affairs of the Insti- 
tution : *' I have the pleasure to tell you that despite of 
delays which seem longer than they are, when the work 
accomplished is estimated justly, the hospital now possesses, 
by gift fix)m the city, the block of ground bounded by 4th 
and Lexington avenues, 49th and 50th streets, fi>ee of all 
debts or incumbrance. More than $50,000 have just been 
raised by donations, which entitle the Governors to receive 
$25,000 from the Comptroller of .the State of New York 
and as soon as a further sum of $50,000 shall be raised by 
donations, the State is pledged to pay to your Hospital 
twenty-five thousand dollars more. Seventy -five thousand 
dollars are therefore now secured ; the foundation of one of 
four paviUons has been prepared, and the construction of a 
portion of the edifice sufficient for many more patients than 
can at present be cared for, will go forward.** The report 
of the Treasurer showed the receipts of the year ending 
January 9th, to be $7,619 47, including $3,751 fi-om dona- 
tions, $597 30 from the State, $232 from subscrij^tions, 
$2,462 75 fit>m board of pay patients, while the expenses 
amount to $6,929 14. Dr. Thomas Addis Emmett, Sur- 
geon to the Hospital, reports that during the past year a 
number of patients have been readmitted, and discharged 
cured, cases which a few years ago had been deenaed incu- 
rable. Through the skill and care of Drs. Thomas and 
Swift, with Dr. Wins^n's assistance, the number of out- 
door patients treated auring the year has been increased to 
six hundred and ten cases ; the number treated in 1862 
being about four hundred, and during 1861 some two hun- 
dred only. This portion of the service has been under their 
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ezdnsiye chaige, each senriDg on a different day, and by a 
dinnon of labor it has become a most important feature in 
the institution. During the past year one hundred and ten 
patients have been under treatment in the Institution ; of 
these forty-one cases have been discharged cured. In addi- 
tion forty-two cases have been temporarily discharged as 
improved, but in fact are chiefly curable surgical cases, 
requiring several operations, and sent home to recuperate 
in the interval Two cases have been discharged as incu- 
raUe, and one death has occurred after the removal of a 
large fibrous tumor, but from an accidental cause, having 
no connexion with the operation, which was in itself a suc- 
060. On the first of January, 1864, twenty-three cases 
rsmained in the Institution ; five of these were at the time 
convalescing, and have since been discharged cured. Eighty- 
five surgical operations have been performed during the 
past year, the greater portion of which were of a severe 
^aracter. The Institution has been entirely firee from all 
epidemio complications so often following surgical opera- 
taoos in public and private practice. Whilst the aggregate 
mmber of patients admitted to the Institution has not 
increased, the fact must be offered in explanation that each 
year die cases admitted are found to be of a more difficult 
^pe ; as an example, forty-three cases of Yesico-Yaginal 
Fistula irere admitted. About two-thirds of these had been 
previously operated on by different surgeons. As the profes- 
■OQ becomes more fiuniliar vnth the operation, but few will 
seek admisnon, except those of a more hopeless character, 
requiring a long and tedious course for their reUeC 

▲ KIW HOSPITAL IN NIW TORS. 

Bt the win of the late James H. Boossvslt, Esq., about 
$900,000 have been bequeathed for the establishment and 
endowment of a hospital in New York. The testator 
gives the fimd in trust tx-offido to the President of the 
Society of the New York Hospital ; of the College of Phy- 
acians and Surgeons ; of the New York Eye Infirmary; of 
the Demilt Di^)en8ary ; of the New York Institution for tbe 
Blind, and four citizens, mentioned by name. No restric- 
tions are i^aced upon the Trustees in regard to the locality 
or diaracter of the hospitaL The fund being ample, we 
bope to see in New York a ho^ital which in every parti- 
onlar answers the latest requirements of sanitary science in 
hospital construction. As at present constructed and 
managed all our hospitals are great foci of contagion, grea^ 
pesthouses, and fever nests. They are too often located in 
thickly populated parts of the city, or have sought locali- 
ties where they are soon to be enveloped by a dense popu- 
lation ; they are constructed of bricks and mortar, with 
much concern about warmth, but no thought of fres^ air ; 
i fi seaa cs of various descriptions are crowded together with 
little regard to their reaction upon each other. This is 
radically wrong, and productive of more human suffering 
thai it relieves. Let us have one general hospital located 
and ooQStmcted with sole regard to the rapid recovery of 
its inmates. To accomplish this object it must be located 
vhere earth, air, and all the surroundings promote health ; 
and it must be so constructed aa to concentrate within its 
interior every health-giving influence. All experience 
proves that such a hospital should be located without the 
city limits, and should be composed of one or at most two- 
Mory pavilions, so arranged as to give the largest exposure 
X) sun and winds. We have one further suggestion to 



make, and that is : — Establish the precedent of paying the 
medical officers UberaUy for their services. 

A OOURT-lfABTIAL FOB THE SUBOBON-OlIfXRAL. 

It is stated that the President has summoned a eourt- 
martial to investigate the charges against Surgeon-Qeneral 
Hammond. We trust this investigation vrill be thorough 
and impartial. We have had many intimations that our 
recent strictures were just, so flar as they related to the 
thoroughly partisan character of the Commission which 
has been seeking official corruption in the Medical Depart- 
ment. Let this investigation be &ir and impartial, and if 
fraud exist let it be traced to its proper source, and let the 
punishment &11 upon tbe responsible party. 
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OuTLimBB or TBI Chikf Camp Diseasis or m XJirmD 
8tatbs Armie& as obsebvkd during thx Presbnt War. 
A Practical Contribution to Military Medicine. By 
Joseph Janvier Woodward. MD.« Assistant-Surgeon 
n.S.A. ; Member of the Acaaemy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia ; of the Pathological Society of Philadel- 
phia, etc, etc. 8vo., pp. 361. Philadelphia: J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co. 1863. 

The remarkable industry and energy, as well as the sol- 
dierly qualities of endurance and patient toil, which the 
better class of our military surgeons is exhibiting in the 
medical service of the Federal Army will be mentioned 
in all countries as an honor to our profession, and as testi- 
mony to the high and ennobling views which the true 
Shysidan takes of professional and patriotic duty. Dr. 
anvier Woodward, the author of this carefully prepared 
treatise on Camp Diseases^ is an Assif^tant-Surgeon m the 
army, and having been officially detailed to the work of 

Ereparing the " Medical History of the War," the duties of 
is appointment have brought before him for study and 
analysis all the official reports and special returns of the 
army medical service, both in the field and in hospitd^ 
That in the course of this important dutr as Mediod His- 
torian of the War, Dr. Woodward should have found a vast 
amount of practically important matter that should be im- 
mediately contributed to the medical literature of our coun- 
try, and that he should have found in ^e accumulated re- 
ports before him many evidences of a want of such a trea- 
tise as he has prepared upon camp diseases, was to be 
expected : but we confess that sucn a goodly volume as 
the one before us, at this hurrying period of the war, is 
scarcely less surprising than gratifying. 
In prefacing his treatise, the author states that — 

** The importance of the a£fectioDS referred to in the following 
pa^ «. the vast numbers of human lives exposed to them, and 
tbe Hi'^t that in this country, now makiug war on a great scale 
for the .°rat time in the present generation, camp dueases are 
in many Mipects new to those called upon to treat them, are 
oonsideratic ns which in themselves alone might justify this at- 
tempt to ffr% >le with the problem of the mortality of armies in 
America.'^ 

The sul^ecttf' i^onsidered in this volume, are arranged 
under the following heads :— 

Chapter I. — Introductory, and a Review of Questions 
relating to the Classifica*^ion and Statistics of Diseases in 
our Army. 

Chapter II. — Determining^ Conditions — Malarial In- 
fluence, Crowd Poisoning, the Soorbutic Taint 

Chapter IIL— Camp Fevers — :>pbo-Malarial Fever, 
Diseases that may be confounded wit: it. 

Chapter IV.— Intermittent FeversA -Simple Intermit- 
tents. Congestive or Pernicious Intermittt *t3. 

Chapter V.— Jaundice. v 
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Chaptbr V^-p-Camp Diarrhoea— Simple Diarrhoea, Acute 
Enteritis, Acute Dysentery, Chronic Diarrhoea. 

Chapter VII. — Camp Diseases. 

Chapter Vni. — Catarrh. 

Chapter IX. — Pneumonia. 

Chapter X. — ^Pseudo-Rheumatic Affections. 

Though Dr. Woodward treats these subjects mainly 
from the stand-point of a skilled and logical analyst of the 
accumulated experience and reports of medical officers on 
active service in the camps and hospitals, he also writes 
from personal observation, and in his chapters upon the 
leading maladies of our camps as observed by himself dur- 
ing the Peninsula campaign, viz. the Scorbutic Taint^ 
Typho-Malarial Fever^ and Camp Diarrhosa^ he writes 
with great force and clearness. 

Under the head of malarial influence the author makes 
a statement which, though not new, is particularly worthy 
the more exact and rigid inquiries of practitioners in theu: 
study of the phenomena and the etiological causes of the 
blending and transformation of types in fevers. He says — 

" iDtermittents may pass into remittents, and remittent fever 
may become continued in the same patient and during the same 
attack ; the frequency of this transformation increasing in south- 
em latitudes, and the reverse also taking place, continued fevers 
passing into remittents, and these into intermittents, especially 
when patients suffering from them are transported to a more 
northern climate." 

"Crowd-poisoning" is justly recognised by the author 
as one of the most perilous and widely acting sources of 
fatal fevers in camps ; and, acting in connexion with the 
ecorhutic taint, and bad camp-police, he regards it as a con- 
stant element in the production of the typhoid fever of tlie 
camp. 

" During the present war the number of cases reported under 
tlie head of typhus and typhoid fever has prodigiously increased, 
22,801 cases having been reported during the year ending June 
30th, 1862, in an annual mean strength of 281,177 men, being 
81' i cases per thousand of mean strength, or about 8 per cent. 
It is true, as will be seen hereafter, that the great majority of 
this host of cases were far from being merely tlie simple uncom- 
plicated enteric or typhoid fevers of civil life. They were 
variously complicated with malarial or scorbutic phenomena or 
both, and this oftentimes to such a degree as to compel the re- 
cognition of a mixed type of disease deserving even a new name. 
Yet in general adynamic characters, and in the nature of the in- 
testinal lesion, the camp fevers of the army have presented so 
many analogies to typhoid fever as to show that the causes 
which produce that affection in civil life were operating in full 
force, although the resulting pathological condition was modiffed 
by the operation of other morbid influences. 

** These causes are especially to be sought in overcrowding, 
imperliect ventilation, and want of cleanliness, or — as it is 
characteristically termed by army surgeons — bad police. * These -^ 
three conditions are usually associated, and may be designated i 
by the single term * crowd poisoning.' " I 

A striking illustration is given of the fatal, power of 
crowd-poisoning in crowded transports, a source of evli 
that should no longer be left to the caprice of quarter- 
masters and army contractors, as has hitherto Ik fen the 
case in all our great coastwise expeditions. 

" Surgeon J. IL Brinton, U.S.V., has informed the author 
that in March, 1862, a few weeks after tl»e capture of Fort 
Donelson, the army of General Qrant embarked ia some seven- 
ty steamboats of every size, under command, c^ General C. F. 
Smith, to ascend the Tennessee River. fVom deflciency of 
transportation they were crowded into tht^ boats with but little 
regard to sanitary precautions. CircT;*Qstances compelled this 
force to remain some ten days or tw(^ -weeks. During this period 
the fever cases increased greatly i** numbers, and assumed a 
degree of severity which cau8e<^ -^eunsiderable uneasiness to the 
medical ofiBcers of the expediriion. Immediately after their dis- 
embarkation, however, ihff^ fever diminished materially in both 
the number and severity of the cases Facts of this class might 
be multiplied to an/^ extent, but this single illustration must 
here suffice." 

The scorhiUiic taint, that lurks like a demon in all great 



armies when campaigning, has sorely smitten our brave 
forces during several of their more important campaigns, 
but no army of equal numbers, probably, has suffered less 
or been so promptly and so generously rescued from such 
peril. And in this good work of hunting the demon of 
scurvy from the Federal camps, the people of the North 
have taken an intelligent and most generous interest 
Had the Sanitary Commission no other claim to public 
confidence and gratitude, this alone is sufficient, for, wher- 
ever it has discovered the dangerous foot-prints of this 
Protean enemy of the soldier, it has quickly and at any 
cost rushed to the rescue with sovereign specifics from the 
vegetable gardens of the people. Dr. Woodward says he 

*' Is well satisfied, from personal observation, that both as a 
distinct affection in its early stages, and as a complicating in- 
fluence, affecting the other camp diseases of the army, scurvy 
has hitherto played a large part in the phenomena of disease in 
the Eastern armies and conversation with many of the leading 
medical officers of the armies of the West has satisfied him that 
the phenomena there presented have been in this re.<?pect so 
precisely similar that if his interpretation is correct for these it 
must apply to those. *' 

Like all other practical men who have had to deal with 
the Boorhutic taint in the management of all classes of 
patienta and diseases affected by it, our author recognises 
no other certain remedy than that which removes the 
ruling cause, viz. sameness of diet, and ahserux of fresh 
vegetables. Potash-salts, chalybeates, and lime-juice are 
but palliatives, not remedies and preventives. We thank 
Dr. Woodward for very plainly stating the material and 
the official cause of the suffering to which our troops have 
been exposed from scurvy ; for it is so customary for public 
men and military ofi^ciaLs to boast of the excellence and 
excess of the aimy ration, that to reform the defects and 
evils actually imperilling the best armies in the field, re- 
quires no small degree of intelligence and determination.. 
We can bear testimony to the truth and the vital import- 
ance of the following statements upon this subject: 

" It is true that, by tlie act of Congress improving tlie ration 
during the present rebellion, it is ordered that one poimd of 
potatoes per man shall be issued at least three times a week if 
practicable; but difficulty of transportation and many other 
causes, some of them perhaps unavoidable, have interfered with 
the complete execution of this wise provision. It may be 
unhesitatingly affirmed that the issue of potatoes has hitherto, 
as a general rule, been rare and incomplete, not only with 
troops on the march and in remote posts, but in tlie g^reat 
encampments of the largest armies, even so situated that want 
of transportation was no available excuse. 

** The potatoes, thus imperfectly supplied, are the only fresh 
vegetables directed by law to be furnished to the troops, and 
although tlie commissary department has availed itself of the 
general provision, which authorizes that the equivalent of any 
of the ingredients of the ration may for convenience or neces- 
sity be substituted, and furnished onions occasionally instead of 
potatoes, yet the issue of onions has been still more limited than 
that of potatoes. 

'* Desiccated vegetables, it is true, have generally been availa- 
ble and furnished in sufficient quantities ; but at the best these 
are only an imperfect substitute for the fresh articles, and a 
want of care in cooking them has caused them to be regarded 
with dislike by the men, who often neglect to use them when 
furnished, so that even the benefit which they are capable of 
producing has not been enjoyed. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

" The general criticism, then, which may be made upon the 
ration of the American soldier, is that, as practically issued, it 
is deficient in fresh vegetables, and that in view of this defi- 
ciency it is not surprising that a certain amount of slight scor- 
butic disease exists among our troops. That it has not done so 
to a greater extent Lb due to the liberal character of the ration 
in other respects, especially in the allowance of fresh rneat^ 
which has been freely used, — cattle being driven with our 
armies in all their large movementa In fact, while criticising 
what he believes to be the chief deficiency of our ration, the 
author is freely willing to acknowledge it to be in many respects 
the most liberal and best constituted army ration in the world. 
The full allowance of meat and of bread is even peihapj too 
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liberal, and mijiht be economized to advanlnge for the purpose 
of supplying vegetables. This point is insisted upon because it 
is believed that the surgeons of regiments in the tield, with the 
cooperation of the line officers, can do much to effect an im- 
proTCDient in this respect, and to preront the outbreak of scor- 
butic affections, even under existing laws, and without any 
alteration in the present ration." 

The army surgeon, anH, in fact, all practising physicians, 
wiU read with profit our autltor's chapter on tiie scorbutic 
taint; and with scarcely le^s interest will they study the 
elaborate and very practical discussions which this treatise 
contains upon the Jk/pho-Malarial or Camp Fever^ the 
most fatal disease of our armies. We attempt no analysis 
of the sections which the author has devoted to tliis 
most important and composite malady, as eveiy phy.^i- 
cian is liable to be burdened with the responsibility of 
treating hngering or non-convalescent cases of this fever 
in soldiers on leave at home as well as in hospitals, and 
for this reason, if for no otlier, should read this chapter 
of tlie book for himself. 

Though tlie autlior has deemed it expedient (and hap- 
pily we think), to give to the prevailing fever of our 
camps a new and significant name, he states the etiologi- 
cal facts clearly and in familiar terms when be says: — 

'* On the one hand, typho- malarial fever is not to be regarded 
as a new disease in the ordinary acceptation of the term, that is, 
as an affection characterized by some new pathological element. 
Kor, on the other hand, is it just to look upon it merely as a 
modiffed enteric fever, since the malarial and scorbutic pheno- 
mena which accompany it are predominant in many cases — 
perhaps, on the whole, in the greater number. Much rather 
•hould it be considered simply as a new hybrid of old and well 
known pathological conditions, in which the exact train of 
^mptoms is as variable as the degree of preponderance attained 
by each of the several concurring elements." 

A malady that is a'cknowledj3:ed to produce one third 
of all the deaths from disease in our armies, and which 
certainly is preventable, is abundantly worthy the extend- 
ed notice which it receives in the treatise before us. 
And this remark applies with relative force to the au- 
thor's chapters upon the diarrhoeal diseases of camps, and 
to measles, pneumonia, and rheumatism, all of which ttre 
treated in an exceedingly practical and suggestive way. 



0BDEB8, CHANGES, Ac 

Surgeon B. A. Clementa, U.S.A.. now on duty with the Army of the 
Potntnae, to report in person to the commandlDg Oeneral, Department I 
of Uie Kast, to relieve Asststant-Sareeon J. W. 8. Gonley, U.S.A., in ' 
charge of Central Park General Hospital ; Surgeon Goah'/ to report for 
datj to the commanding General Army of the Potomac 

Aeslstant-Sm-geon W. H. Forwood, U.S A., on account of a severe 
wound, fa relieved from dn^ in the Army of the Potomac And will report 
la person without deby to the commanding General, Department of the 
Snaqaebanna, for assignment to duty In the Satterlee General Hospital. 

Sttrgettn SflTanns D. Freeman, U.S.Y., la relieved tnxm duty in the 
Middle Deportment, and will report In person to the commanding Gene- 
ral, Department of the North- West, for assignment to duty. 

tivrgeon L. U. Holdea,, U.S.A. has been ordered to proceed without 
delay to Wilminston, Del. and repurt in person for examlnutiim to Mi\Jor 
G«ieral McDoveU, President of the Betiring Board, convened by Special 
Orders No. 807. Juiv 11, 1868, frum the War Department 
' U<MDitaI Steward N. Hunter, U.^.A.. has been relieved from duty at 
Lowell General Hofplta*, PortsmouUi Grove, R. L, and will repurt In per- 
son to tbe cummandiDg General, Department of the PaciAo, for assignment 
lodmtj. 

Surgeon John H. Eanch. U.S.Y., now on duty in the Department of the 
GuU^ as Medical Director, Idtli Aruiy Corps, is relieved (rum duty In that 
Department, aud will report In person withonl delay to tbo borgeun- 
GeLcnd of the AruiT, at Washington, D. C, for orders. 

Surgeon James C. Fisher, U.8.V„ recently restored, will report In per- 
son to tbe commanding Genet^ Department of the Gnlf^ for assignment 
to duty. 

Surgeon Gideon S. Palmer, U.S.V., now waiting orders at Carlisle Bar- 
taeka. Pa., will report In person wiihoat delay to the commanding Gene- 
nlM tbe Department of the MlMonri, and by letter to Assistant Surgeon- 
General Wood, at Louisville, Ky. 

A«MaDt-Snigeon Joel Leavema, n.S.y.. recently appointed, will report 
wttboot delay, by letter, to tbe cummandLig General, Dei artment or the 
East, for duty at Fort warren. Boston. Maaa. 
Assistaiit-euigeou George* L. Cornell, Ist Ulobl^an Sharpshooters, hav- 



ing tendered his resignation. Is honorably dlseha'-ged the serrlee of the 
United States, upon oondiM«>n that his record shall be cK-ar upuu the No- 
vember nnd December rolls of his rc^ment, and that he snail reoeire 
no final payineiils until he has satisfied the Pay Department that he ia 
not indebted to the Gt.vernment 

At the reque&t of the Governor of New Jersey, Asslstant-Sni^geon 
William W. llowlby, 2d New Jersey Cavalry, is honombhr discharged 
the service of tbe united States, to date Deoeniber 4, 18^, to enable 
him to accept an api>ointment as an officer in another regiment. 

The feliowlce oflicers examined by a Military Board, and an adverse 
report thereof in their rehpeetive oases having been approved by tbe 
President, are disebarged the service of the United States in acoordanee 
with Section 10, of the Act of Congre&a. approved July S2, 1681 :— 

Surgeon B. Bettlohelm, 106th Illinois Vohi. 

Surgeon D. W. Kobinson, 40ih Iowa Vols. 

Medical Inspector R H. Coolidge, U.S.A., will at once repair to 
Knoxville, Tenn., and examine into and report upon the sanitary con- 
dition of the U tiled btates Troops, at or near Knoxville. Upon the com- 
pletion of this duty. Medical Inspector Coolidge will at once return to thia 
city, and report in person to the Suigeon-General of the Army. 

Leave of absence for fifteen days haa been granted burgeon C. N. Cham- 
berlain, U.8.V. 

So much of Special Orders No. 564. current series, from the War De- 
partment, as discboi^od Surgeon John J. Marks, iSih Pemisylvania Caval- 
ry, for physical disability and absence without leave, la so amended as to 
omit the charge of absence without leave. 

The following chtiDKes have been nuulo In the Purveying Department : — 

Surgeon Ghiu'ies MoCormlok, U.S.A., Medical Director, Department of 
Ya. and N.O., assumes the addiUonal datiea of Medical Purveyor of that 
Department, relieving Assistant Surgeon J. H. Franta, U.S.A., who re- 
lieves Surgeon E. P. Morong, U.S.V^ as Medical Purveyor, at Newbem, 
N. C; Surgeon Morong to report for duty at Hea^lquartert when relieved. 

Surgeon Henry A. Martin, U.S.V., Is relieved frum duty at Pilot Knob, 
Mo., and «lll proceed without delav to Fort Monroe, Va., and report in 
person for duty to Maior-Generol Butler, U.S.V., Commanding Depart- 
ment of Virginia and North Carolina. 

Surgeon Gustavus Stegman, 6th U. 8. Colored Troops, la relieved flrom 
duty in the Department of the Cumberland, and will report to Uie 
Surgeon-General of the Army in this city, for orders. 

Surgeon S. G. J. DeCamp, U.8.A^ haa baeu relieved from duty at 
Watervliet Arsenal, N. Y. 

An extension of ten days has been added to the leave heretofore granted 
to Assist.-Surgeon A. M: Parker, 1st Maine Cavalry, and Surgeon L. 
Holbrook, 18th Connecticut Vols. 

Upon the recommendation of a Board of Officers, convened by Special 
Orders No. 8S6, Jnne 87, 1868, from the War Department, Aot-Astdst- 
Surgeon Alexander B. Tablock, 4ih Tennessee Vols., is honorably dia- 
cbiirged the service of the United States, on account of physlou dia- 
ability. 

Surgeon D. W. Hartshorn, U.8.Y., recentiv In charge of the Gayoao 
Hospital at Memuhis, Tenn., Is on leave of absence at Urbana. Ohio. 

In addition to nis duties as Heolth Ofiloer. Surgeon Heni^ J. Church- 
man, U S.Y., haa been assigned to duty as Poit-Surgeon at Ylckaburg, 
Miasouri. 

Assistant* Surgeon J. Q. Adaroa, U.S.Y., has been relieved from duty 
at Las Cnioes, N. M., and assigned to Fort Cummlngs, Arizona. 

Surgeon J. £. Herbst, U.S.V., Surgeon-in-Chief. 3<1 Division, ISih Corpa, 
Army of the Cumberland, h.is withdrawn bis resignation, and ia on leave 
of absence at Uagerstown, Md. 

Surgeon Henry Bncknnaster, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty as 
member of the Board for the examination of Surgeons and Assistant- 
Surgeons of Colored 'I roops. 

Dr. Mills O. Carter of Massachtisetta, has been appointed Assist -SuTge<Hi, 
19th U. S. Colon d Troops; and Dr. C. Miller of Waahington, D.O, Assist.- 
Surgeon, 8th U. S. Colored Troops. 

AssisUiut-Surgeon J. W. Applegate, U.S.Y,, baa been assigned to tbe 
Field Hospital, Murria Island. B. C. 

ABslstant-Burgeon Samuel Hart, U.8.Y., has been relieved from duty with 
the 16th U. S. Infiihtry, and placed in charge of the 11th Division, General 
Hospital Murftvesboro\ Tenn. 

General Hospital, No. 1, Ylcksburg, Miss., haa been dosed; 8urge<Hi L. 
C. Bice, recently in charge is awaiting orders. 

Surgeon A. P. Meylert, U.S.V., lately on duty as Medical Purveyor, at 
Louisville, Ky., haa tendered hia reeignation, and is on leave of abeence at 
Soranton,Pa. 

Surgeon Howard Culbertaon, U.S.V., has assumed chane of the Harvey 
General Hospital at Madison, Wisw Assistant- Surgeon Francis L. Towit, 
U.S. A., recently In charge, has been ordered to report in person at tbe 
Office <tf tho Aselst-Surgeon-Cheneral, at LouiaviUe, Ky. 

Surgeon J. L. Teed, U.S.V., haa been relieved from General Hospital 
No. 1, and assigned to General Huspltal No. 4^ Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Surgeon Jamen McComiick, U.S. V., baa arrived at Fort Monroe, Ya,, and 
entered upon bis duties as .Medical Director, Department of Virginia and 
North Carolina. 

Surgeon Jabez Perkins, U.S.V., ia In charge of Genaral Field Hospital, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Asslstant-i»urgeon Charles F. Brl.«bane, U.S.Y., haa been assigned to duty 
with the lat U. S. Cavaky, Uet»«rve Brigade, Army of tbe Potomac 

Surgeon J. H. Taylor, U.8.V., to duty in charge of General Hospital, 
Summit House Philadelphia, Pa. 

Surgeon F. N. Burke, U.S.V., haa been transferred from Jefferson 
Hospital Gatoyoso Hospital at Memphis, Tenn. 

Snrgeon-General William A. HammondL, U.8JL, in stepping into hIa 
carriage at Nashville, Tenn., on the point of departing thence to Knox- 
ville, Tenn., slipped on the steps, and fell, severely Injuring bis spine. 
He was confined to his bed when last heard from, hia loww limbe be- 
ing partially paralysed. 

Surgeon Enoch Pearoe, U.B.Y.. absent on sick leaTC luM been ordered 
before tbe Board In session at Cincinnati, Ohio, for the examination of 
sick officers. 

Assistant-Surgeon William A. Banka, U.8.Y., absent on alek leave has 
been ordered bi'fore the same Board. 

Burgeon William Yarian, U.8.Y., ia on leave of absence at Hampton, 
Conn. 

Snufeott O. F. II. Campbell, n.S.Y,, is on sick leave at PbJladelp'iia. 
Pa. 
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Sorgeon Jna E. MoDonald, U.S.Y^ Is on tlok loave at New ToA 
city. 

A. P. Eflselborn, of CiDcinnatJ. Ohio, and CborleB E. Sanborn, of Bos- 
ton, Maas., have been appointed Medical Cadets (J.8.A. 

William Gardiner, of Philadelphia, £dward 8. Fletdier, of Boston, 
Mass., James Blakey, of Kan8a^ Frederick Johnson, of Pennsrlyanla, 
Albert Gray, of Penn^lvanla, Charles C. Bailey, of Massaobnsetts, Lonis 
H. Nesmith, of New Ham|>shire, and Frederick Higman, of Louisiana, 
hay*) been appointed Hospital Stewards, U.S.A. 

SuMfeon George H. Oliver, U.S.V., has been asiMgned to duty at Me- 
ailla. N. M., to relieve Sni^geon William H. McKee, 6th Inbntry Cali- 
fornia Vols., as Medical Pur vej or of the District of Arizona. 

Surgeon 8. D. Tumey, U.8. V., has reported for duty at NmhvUle, 
Tenn. 

Sunfepn H. A. Schlaefflin, VAY^ is in charge of the Eruptire Fever 
lIoq»ital, BaKm Bouge, La. 

Sureeon Geo. 8. Oourtright, UJ3.V., has been assigned to duty at 
Fort Sumner, N. M. 

Act. Assistant-Surffeon J. 0. H. Hobbs, U.8.A., has been appointed 
Surgeon of the 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry. 

eureeon A. C. Schwarzwelder, U.S.V., has been directed to report to 
the Medical Director, Louisville. Ky. 

Surgeon D. G. Brinton. a.6.V., has been assigned to duty as Medical 
Directoi^ llth Armv Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 

The U.S. General Hospital and Convalescent Camp, at Camp Nelson, 
Ky., will hereafter be known as the Nelson General Hospital and Nel- 
son Coovalescent Camp. 

Surgeon L. C. Bice, U.S.V., has been ordered to report to the Assis- 
tant burgeon-General at Louisville, Ky. 

Surgeon 8. W. Gross, U.8.V., is on leave of absence at Philadelphia, 

^^5r^?L^- ^- ^*rt«hom. U.S. v., has been ordered to report to the 
Medical Director at LouisTllle, Ky., Ibr temporary duty while awaltins 
acceptance of his resignation. . * ^ • 

Surgeon J. M.Bobfnson, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty as 8nr- 
geon-fn-Chief; 9d Division, forces in Western Virginia. 

Surgeon George 8. Bose, U.8.V., has arrived at Santa F6, N. M., and 
reported for du^ to Brig.-General Carleton, commanding. 

Surgeon B. B. Breed, U.S. V., has received permission to remain at 
Lynn, Mass., while settling his accounts as Medical Purveyor of the De- 
partment of North Carolina. 

Surgeon J. H. Buter, U.aV., has been relioTed ftom duty in the Camp- 
be 1 General Hospital, in this city, and will report in person wlihoS 
deUy to the Provost Marshal-General of the United StateN for special 
duty with Invalid Corps, relieving Medical Inspector K. H. Coolldjfe, 
U.8.A., who win thereiq>on report to the Acting Surgeon-General for 

The foUowing assignments of medical officers hare been made :~ 
Surgeon Cyrus N. Chamberlain, U.S.V.. to report to the commanding 
S^o^m/^Py, si *^ Potomac, to relieve Surgeon Charles O'Leafy, 
U.S. V^ Medical Director, 6th ArmySCorps. Surgeon O'Leary, on being 
wUeved, will report to the commanding General, Department of the 
Susquehanna, fur duty. 

Sureeon Charies L. Allen, U.8.V„ to be relieved fro^^dnty as mem- 
ber of the Army Medici^ Board, now in session at Washington, D. C, 
and to report to the MiOor-G«neral commanding Army of the Potomac 
to relieve Surgeon Thomas Sim, U.aV. Suivoon Sim, on being re- 
S*!?^' « report to the commanding General, Middle Department, for 
duty In Genersl Hospital at Baltimore, Md. r— •» 

wf*'?*!^!!!^*?!. VT- ^.?*^ V**-^-* »«^ <« <^nty •* Baltimore, 
Md., to report to the Mi^-General commuiding Army of the Potomac; 
to rellev^ Burgeon George L. Panouast, IT.S.V., MedJoalDirector, Cavahr 
Corps. Smmon Panooast. on being relieved, will report in person to 
the Surgeon-General for ordersw 

Assistant-Surgeon A. B. Chspln, U.8.V., now on duty at General 
Hospital, Annspolls JwMUon, Md, to report to the MiOor^«neral oom- 
man^g Departaient of Vliiinia and North Carolina, to relieve Assla- 
toat-buigeon tt C. Parry, U.a.A. Assistant Surgeon Parry, on being re- 
lleTed, to report in person to the commanding General, Department of 
the Susqaehanna, for hospital duty. i—^-^* 

Surgeon Geum Suokley, U.8.V., wUl prM^eed at once te Louisville. 
Ky^ and report in person to Lieutenant-Colonel 8. H. Lathrop. AssU- 
taut Inspector-General, 98d Army Corps. President of the Boilrd con- 
▼enedby Special Orders No. 41i, September Ifi. 1868, from the War 
memWof Slid BoSy ^'^■■'■**^^"^«<>»* ^^^n T. EeUy, U.aA., as a 

Assistant-Surgeon EeUy. on being relieved, will report in person with- 
out delay to the oommanding Genersl of the Department of Missouri 
for assignment to duty with the Army of Arkansaa. and bv letter tA 
Asslatant Suigeon-Genersl Wood, at LouisvUle, Ky. 

Surgeon Thomas McMUlin, UA A., wUl report in person without delay 
to the commanding General, Army of the Potomac 

A Board, to consist of Colonel William H. Brown, Inralld Corps, and 
Surgeon J. H. Baxter, U.8.V., is appointed to meet on the 6th iMt at 
Convalescent Osmp, near Alexandria, Va., for the purpoee of examinins 
all men sick at said Camp, with a view to their being sent to their 
reciment^ transferred to the Invalid Corps, discharged, o? sent to Gene- 

. %!P*^" ^K be proper. The Board will be governed by Gene- 
ral Orders No. 112, Adjutant General's Office, of 1868, and in their 
selecOon of men and organlaation of Invalid Companies by such special 
Instmatioas ss th^ may receive from the Provost Msrshal-GeSoeral 
The oommandiuff officer of the Convalescent Camp will afford to the 
Board every focllity in his power, in selectiog and organising Invalid 
pomnanies. Such enlisted men as may be found by the Board unfit 
for field service, or not proper subjects to be sent to General Hosnital 
for treatment, and unfit for the Invalid Corps, will be discharffST bv 
the Department Commander on surgeon's certlflcaU of disability. All 
men found fit for field servloe wiU be at onoe forwarded to their rosi- 
ments. ^^ 

A Board of Officers Is convened to assemble In Washington, D. C on 
Taesday, Januarv 12, 1864, at 10 o'clock, AJt, or as soon therafter as 
practicable, for the examination of Officers of the Invalid Corns, and of 
candidate s for appointment into the Cerpa. The Board will U goremed 
by such regulations and instrucUons ss may be prescribed by the Pro- 
^MwntaX^Gmnl DetaU for the BsMd, Pigeon J. ^H Baxte^ 



It^Mcal Urius. 



DEATH OP DR. EUGENE 0. EOWE, M.D. 

DxpAnrmBKT or Public CnAurrncs axi> Cobskotiov, I 
No. 1 Bond Stbxxt, New Tosk, Jan. 12, 1864. f 

At a meetiDg of the Commisdoners of Public Charities and 
Correction, held this day, at the Office— present, Commis- 
sioners Draper, Bell, Nicholson, and Qrinnell— the follow- 
ing resolutions were adopted : — 

J?s«o{tMtf, That the Commissioners of Public Charities and Correction 
learn with deep sorrow the death of Dr. E. O. Bowk, House Surgeon at 
Bellevue Hospital, and tender our sincere sympathies to his fonuly and 
Mends. 

Jit9olved^ That a copy of the foregoing be trsnsmltted to the fomfly of 
the deceased. 

Extract flrom the minutes. Josuua PmLUPs, CUrh. 

Bellevue- Hospital Medical Coixeoe. — At a meeting 
of the Class, held in the College Hall of the Bellevue Hos- 
pital Medical College, on Wednesday, Jan. 13, 1864, a 
Committee was appointed to draft resolutions, of which 
the following is a copy : — 

B. C. Goodrich, Jr., Secretary, 

Bkluetvk CoLLxoi, Jan. 18, 1864. 

TTA^reas. It has seemed good to Almighty God to call trook llfo^ whl]« 
in the earnest performance of his duties, Da. Ehokhb O. Rows, member 
of the graduating Class, and connected with the Medical Staff of Bellevue 
Hospital ; therefSiire, we, the members of the Class. In token of the hf«rt- 
felt respect and appreciation in which we hold his memory, do hereby 
resolve, 

Ist, That we are called upon to mourn the loss of one whose ran ta]enta» 
whose zeal and industry, and whose cnthnslastic love of science had already 
borne fruit in an opening career of usefulness, and who, had lifs been 
spared him, promised to stand in the fcuvmost rank of the profession ot 
his choice 

id. That in his death we recognise and applaud the rare fidelity with 
which he devoted himoelf to his duties, the unselfish vp\tM which mada 
him ever ready to watch and labor for the sick and suffering, and the 
Christian heroism which rendered him indifferent to his own danger while 
contributing to the relief of others. 

8d. That we offer our warmest sympathy to the bereaved fiunUy of tbe 
deceased. 

4th. That, as a last tribute U req>e«t to bis memory, we wUl attand his 
ftaneral in a body. 

5th. That a c(»pv of these rpsolotlons be sent to tbe family, and that ther 
be furnished the AjcnaiOAK MnniOAi. Tina and the daily iwpersfor pnbll- 
caUon. Wm. a Hakkisok, Jb., OKaUmMi. 

W. T. LusK, 1 
J AMIS T. Touii«, \Oomm4tU9, 
L. L. TosucB, J 

At a meeting of the Bellevue Medical Union, oompoeed 
of the Hospital Staff, held Jan. 13, 1864, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : — 

Whsreat, It has pleased God. through pestilential disease, to deprive us 
of the kind presence of our dear friend and colleague, Dn. Euonme O. Hown. 

J?esoAM(CThat we bear witness to his superior talents, his cultivated 
mind, and the high sense of honor which prompted him to sacrifice his life 
in the performance of professional duty with tue cheerfblness of <me who 
did not fear to die. 

Pesolved^ That we shall ever love to remember tbe endearing qualities 
ot truth, manhood, and gentleness which blended to form hl» character. 

RMoleedLt That we desire to express our warm sympathy with the fkmlly 
of our dear friend and brother, feeling that their loss is onrs, and praying 
that they may find consolation in Him who is sble to bind up that whira 
hath been D^ken. 

Emuo TS. Mola, M.D., ) 

B. D. Wauswobtb, MJD., VCommUiM, 

Obobgx £mos, M.D., ) 

DEATH OF DR. JAMES W. DICKIE. 
At a meeting of the Medical Staff of the De Camp Gkue- 
ral Hospital, at David's Island, N. T. H., held on the 
evening of January 6, 1864, the following preamble and 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : — 

Whernu, It has pleased Almighty €k>d te remove by death oar late 
associate Dr. James W. Dickie, a member of the Medical Btaff of this 
Hospital, therefore be it 

JU9ok>ed. That in his death we feel that this Hospital baa lost a 
most efficient medical ofllcer*; the profession an enthusiastle and untir- 
ing disciple; and the medical staff a friend, whose memory we «h^ii 
cherish with feelings of profound respect 

J?ssolee(2, That we do hereby tender to the afllicted Ihmlly c# thn da- 
ceased our heartfelt sympathy in their bereavement 

BetohmL^ That the members of the Medical Staff of this Hospital, as 
a public testimonial of regard and respect for the memory oi our da- 
oeased friendLwsar the usnsl badge of^ mourning for ten days. 

Xe90lved, That a copy of these resolutions be transmittea to the ba- 
reaved fiiroily, and, also, that they be inserted in tbe New Tork Msot- 
OAL Turn. On behalf of the Staff, 

OaoaOB Badosi. M.D., ) 

A. NoBTON Bbockwat, M.D.. >{ 
W. C. Pavita, M.D., J 

Dn Camp Obvbbal Hospital, January «, 18M. 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 
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COVMinnCATIOlCS HAVB B«BK RIOBTVKD FBOlf I— Dr. 8. C. FOSTSR, of 

New York ; Dr. P. J. Farnbwortu, Lyone. Iowa ; Dr. £. M. Smow, of 
ProTidence« R. I. ; Dr. 8. D. Willard, of Albftny N. Y. ; Dr. £. P. Brk- 
XSTT, of Danbiii7f Ct ; Dr. N. M. Dobran, of Memphis, Tenn. 



PiTBucATioKs BROCTTSD :— Statement of the Object 
Banitary CummlasioB, Now York. 



id Methods of the 



MARRIED. 

Flaqo — BooART. On Wednesday, Janoary (J, by the Ber. P. P. Irrlng, 
Bamvbl D. Flaog, Jb^ M.D., United States Navy, to Mart C, daoghter 
«r Dr. S. N. R. Bogart, of New Brighton, SUten Itflaod. 

Caldwbix— LoRB. On Tnetdsy, Januanr ft, by the Rev. Dr. Hawks, in 
Baltimore* Surseon Jna J. Oaldwbll, of MoDougall OenenJ Hospital, to 
Miss Akka R. Lobr, of Baltimore. 

Bmitblt-Barb.— On the S4th ot December, at the residence of the 
bride's Cither, near Waynesboro', Pa., by the Ber. W. R. H. Deatrich. L N. 
Baively, M.D., of Chambersbnrg, Pa., and Miss Alice B. Barr, eldest daugh- 
ter of A. Barr, Esq. 

HiTTonnrs— Prltow.— In Ponghkeepsie, N.Y., Dec 16th, by Rey. J. L. 
O. M*Kown, Alexander Hatchina, M.D., of Bmoklyii, L. I., late 8nrgeon 
in U J9. Navy, and Uary, daaghter of 0. £. Pelton, Esq., of Ponghkeepsie. 

BooBRft— LBwis.~On Tuesday, Dec 22. by Rev. A. B. Hart tT. H. 
Sogera. M.D., of the City of New York, and Miss Jnlla A. R., daughter of 
temoel Lewis, of Ctoshen, Orange County, New York. 

Tarbow--Obai« — At Oraee Church, Phila.. Dec 99, 1868, by Rev. Wm. 
Bnddards, D.D., Thos. J. Yarrow, M.D., and TUlie, daughter of Thoa. H. 
Craig, Esq.. aU of that dty. 

OsTBAXi>KB— WiLUAMSOir. Ou Wednesday, January 18, at the North 
Dutch Reformed Church, comer of Fulton and Wiluam streets, by the 
Bev. Dr. Hardenburgh. Ororor A. Obtramdrr, M.D^ of Brooklyn, to 
Mabia W., daoghter of Stephen H. Williamson, Esq.. New York. 

Qriinnr— Skbdbk. At Grace Church, on Tuesday, January 18, by Rer. 
Francis Tinton, D.D., Dr. Oborqr A. QirufBY, M.D., of Monistown, N. J., 
to Mart Qamblb, eldest daughter of John Bneden, of Brooklyn, L. L 

DIED. 

DicxiB.— At the De Camp General Hospital, DaTid's Island, N. Y. H. 
on the morning of January 4, 1864, Jambs W. Diokib, Act Asslstant- 
Bargeon UjS.A. 

Chbw.— In Baltimore, on Dec 9B, Profl Samuel Chew, M.D., Professor 
of Prinoiplee and Practioe. 



MITBOBOLOOY AND KIOROLOOT OF THK WEEK IN THE CITT 

AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK* 

Abstract of the OfBcial Report 

FhMD the 4Ui day of January, 1 864, to the 11th day of Januaiy, 1864 

I>etf«yi— Men, 114; women, 116: boys, 126 : glrla, 181 ; total 487. Adults 
StO; children, SbT: males, 840; females, 847; colored, 8. Inlhnts under 
two years of age, 164. Children born of native parents, 87 ; fbreign, 818. 
the eaoses of death we notice :— Albuminuria, 7; ap«>plexy, 7; 



JidkBtlle e(nivQlslona.48; croup, 28; diphtheria, 18; scariet fever, 8t ; typhus 
and typhoid fevers, 26; consumption, 74; small-pox. 0; meaales, 8; dropsy 
tn head, 18; infkntile marannua, 22 ; Inflammation of brain, 8; of bowels, 10 ; 



■•■ •■^»^»««f «^r 9 »»"«^»«»M^ ■■■wi ^wM^jaiBB^ ms9 ■ saaiiiwBii ■■■— <>**^»A ^r* arc eaaaai < 

id lungs. 50; bronchitis, 18; dlarrluea and dysfutery, 7. 258 deaths oc- 
enired from acute diseases, and 40 (Vom violent causes. 811 were native, 
and 176 Ciweign ; ot whom 116 came firom Ireland ; 46 died in the City 
Charttlea; of whom 15 were in Bellerue Hospital, and 1 in the Immigrant 
liMtltiitton. 

Abetraet of the Atmomherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, Nc 57 Essex street New York. 
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Mostly clear. 4th. Cloudy, with fresh wind ; light snow 
si Bight 5th. Light snow A.M. ; sleet at noon ; clearing at sunset 6th. 
dear, witii ftesh wind. 7th. Clear till 8 p.m ; sunset obscured ; snow at 
B%ht 8th. Bnow early; about five inehes on alerel; day mostly clear 
with l^esh wind. 8th. Clear with Areeh wind. 

HotB. — When the outdoor temperature is fireezlng, the degree of evspo- 
latkMi is calculated with dilnte alcohol. 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 
SionoN OF Theory and Practioe and Medical Pa- 

TBOLOOY OF THE NeW YoRK AoADEMY OF MedIOINE.— A 

Stated Meetinj of this SecHon wiU he hfld at the hovee 



of the Chairman, Dr. H. D. Bulklby, Ko, 42 JEkui 22d 
SLy on Thursday neoct, 2Ut inst^ at 8 o'ciock PM, The 
usual discussion of cases of interest 

The New York Academy of Medicine wHl hold its 
Regular Mteiing on Wednesday Evening, January 20, ai 8 
o'clock. Dr. J. E. Wood wHl read his Paper on Necrosis 
and Reproduction of Bone. Dr. J. T. Metcalfe wiR pre* 
sent a Paper on some points in Practical Medicine. 

Extract of Hamamelis Virginica, 

OR WITCH-HAZLE. 

The attention ot the Profession Is called to our efegant dlstlllatioii 
from the young twigs of Witdi-Usale. 

For inflammatory conditions, such as excessive congestion of the 
conjnndtiva, varicose veins, hemorrhoids, all hamorrhages, whether of 
the nose, uterus, or fh>m wounds, the extract ot Witch-Haxle will be 
found invaluable. 
For sale in bulk or in bottles of 88 os., 16 os., 8 os«. 4 oi., by 

CASWELL. MACK St CO., 
Under Fifth Avenue Hotel 

Medical Society of the State of New 

iU> YORK.— Pursuant to Statute the Finy*Seventh Annua] MeeUng 
of the Medical Society of the State of New York will be held in AI- 
bahy, on the first Tuesday in February (8d proz.), 1881 

Tlie Society will be in session Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 
the 8d, 8d. and 4th prox. 
f Punctual attendanoe is requested. 

SYLTESTEB D. WILLARD, 

Secretary. 

Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 
self to the investigation and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly qualified as well by his 
scientific attainments as by bis great exp^enoe to apply it in the most 
effectual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the proftssioa. Pa- 
tients sent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remain 
under the charge of their attending physicians. Ula business is tno 
trom all charlatanism and quackery. 

141 FOITETH AVENITE. 

Medical Department of the Univer- 

.iU- sity of Vermont— The next Annuel Course of Lectures will oom- 
menoe the last Thursday, being the 85th, of February, 1864, and wHl con- 
tinne sixteen weeks. 

Medical Faculty. 

REV. JOSEPH TORREY, D.D., President 

SAMUEL WHITE THAYER, Jt., M.D., BuiUngton, Prof: of Geneial 

and Special Anatomy. 
WALTER CARPENTER, M.D., Burlington, Proi: of the Theory and 

Practice of Medicine and Materia Medics^ 
DAVID S. CONANi; M.Dn New York, Professor of the Prindples aad 

Practiee of Surgery. 
JOSEPH PERKINS, MJ)., Castleton, Prof, of Obstetrics and Diseases of 

Women and Children. 
STEPHEN ROGERS, M.D., Lecturer on Physiology and Pathology. 
HENRY M. SEELY, M.D., South Onondaga, N.Y., Prot of Chemistiy 

and Toxicology. 
EDWARD B. NIMS, A.B~ Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

S. W. THAYER, Ji^, Burlington, 

Decmi^Medioaliy/etMy. 

CondUUms ^f Mtmberthip. 

At the commencement of the Session, every Student is required to call 
on the Dean and enter his name and place of reiAdenoe. and the name and 
place of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, ana pi^ all fees for the 
course. 

^MS.— Matriculation, 88.00; Dean's Certificate (entitling the holder to 
the Tickets of each Professor), 160.00: Oraduatton, 818.00. 

Students who have attended two rail eonrses In other regnlar Medical 
In^titutions, will be admitted on payment of the Matriculation fee, and a 
fee of 810.00. Graduates of this and other regular Medical Schools aro 
invited to attend the Lecture^ free of charge. 

"Pluid Medicinal Extracts, &c. — Wm. 

JL R. PRINCE, Flushing, Long Island, N. Y^ will supply Fluid and 
Solid Extiacts of the most important medicinal plants or American and 
Foreign origin. Also dried preparations of their roots, foliage, or fiowera. 
A catalogue with their therapeutic characters will be qend to appUcanta. 
Send stamp. * 

BOWDOIN COLLEGE. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

The 44th Annual Course of Lectures tn the Mkdioal School or Maihv, 
at Bowdoln College, will commence February 86th, and continue sixteen 
weeks. Circulars containing full information can be had on applicatioB 
tn the Secretarv, at Willlamstown, Mass., or to B. S. Conant, M.D., 87 
East 84th street, New York, 

P. A. CHADBOURNE, M.D., 

SeereUtry. 
Brunswick, October 8, 1S68. 
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QEOKOE TIEMANN A CO. 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

i" MENT8, Ac 

No. 68 CHATHAM STRECT, NEW YORK. 

OTTO A UEYNDKRS, 
Manufacturers und linporters of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

The TirlouB Bplinta for Morbus Coxarfus, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- 
braoes, Stockings for Varicose Veins, Electric Macliinea. Ear-Trumpets, 
Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes. Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, etc 

^> Artiticiai Legs and 

^^ -LX. Arms. Selpho^s Patent The best sub- 

m stitutes for lost limbs the world of science 

M has ever invented. (Established 94 years.) 

« Con be had only of 

\X WM. selpho, 

r «i^ ^ Patentee and Inyentor. 
Send for pamphlet 616 Broadway. N. T. 
N.B. — A SilTer Medal Just awarded at the late Fair <ti the American 
Insti tute for the best Artiflctal Limbs 

~BIS£ASES OF THE TBKOAT. 
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DR. ELSBERG, 

LECTURER OX THE LARTNOOSOOPE AND DISEASES OF THE 
LARTNZ AND THROAT IN THE UNIVERSITY OF 

NEW YORK, 

Devotes himself specially to the Treatment of Diseases of 

THE LARYNX 

and Neighboring Organs, 

OFFICE HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 P.M, 

153 West 15th Street. 

The "Elixir of Calisaya Bark"- 

X was introduced to the notice of the Paenlty in 1880, by J, JiWiau, 
9oU Inventor. None of those numerous firms were in existence, who. rather 
than give a new name to a new article, ha^e f.mad it mure convenient with> 
In a few years tu appropriate the aboTe extensively known title : it Is there 
fore presumable that physicians in prescribing, as for oyer tntriy years, 
have reference solely to the ortginal article jiu 1e by J. Milrait & Son. 

Alsn. the CHALYBKATE KLIXIK OF OaLI^AFA BARK (copy- 
rlghtedl being the above preparation with the addition of two grains of 
the ce\ebrt^t^ Pyrophoejikate qf In»\ to eaon wineglassfhl. 

Sole ogencv for Fbbkcb Abtifioial £tv8 from tne leading Puis manuliM- 
turer. bingle eyes to order. Sets of 190 for oculists. 

J. MiLHAU ft Son, 
Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 188 Broadway, N.T.. near Cortlandt st 

Either agents fmr or importers of all the French medicines and fine pre- 
panrtlons in To<tu«. ^ 

Queru's Cod Liver Oil Jelly.— This 
Jelly has been approved by the N. T. Academy of Medicine, and 
•irers the following advantages over the liquid oil :— 

1. It can be swsllowed without imparting any oil to the palate. 

2. It is digested by the most deucate stomachs, even by those which 
reject the olL 

8. It will nerer operate as a cathartic 

4 Being entirely digested, the dose is only one tablespoonfhl ; it eon- 
tains 85 per oenL of oil, as I proved by operating before a committee 
appolntea ad hoc by the Academy of Medicine. For sale by every dlrug- 

Wholesale at the Office, 
^ 8g Piatt Street. N.Y. 

1) eliable Gelatine Capsules of Balsam 

XL of Copaiba, containing each 10 grains of Pure Balsam. 

▲lAO 

BELIABLE CAPSULES OF BALSAM OF COPAIBA AND OIL 
OF CUBEB8, containing each 9 grains of Copaiva and 1 grain of Oil of 
Oabeba. 
One grain of Oil of Cubebs represents 18 grains of cnbebs. 

Prepaid by K OUERU, 
Chemist and Pharmaceutist 
I beg leave to offer to the pntfession the above capsules as perfectly 
reliable, and made of the best and carefhlly selected substances, and would 
respectnilly requeat physicians to compare these eapsnles with any In the 
market. 

J. L. M. OUEEU, 

86 Piatt gti^t 



WADE & FOED, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITAL^ 

Manu&ctnre and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLUNCE8, 

SYRINGES, rra, 
85 Fulton etreet, y&w York. 

W. A F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faonlty to the latest and 
rooet COMPACT general operating case, which they have arransced under 
the supervision of Dr. Jambs R. Woop, a full description of which will be 
forwarded upon application. .\lso, Dr. Lewis A Satbk^ improved out- 
diKM* Splint for Morbus CoxAsnis. Directions for measurements will be 
forwarded when requested. 

Be/ereneeef'^fAUtB R. Wood, M.D., Lnwis A. SAvnn, M.D., BTBPnsH 
SMrrH, M.D., B. F. Bacio, M.D., U.8.N. 

PlilOED 0A1AL0GUE8 WILL BE 8BKT TO AITT ADDRK8S, 

C^ir* Agents for Jowett's Artificial Iambs, which are superior to aU 
others 

Sole Agents for "*• Fermtniohs Irritation Instrument^ Prloe $8.00. 



CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S! 

The CRAIG MICROSCOPE, with mounted olt)ect^ con- 

stitutes a beautlfhl and appropriate HOLIDAY GIFT to old 

or young; combining instruction with amusement; magnl* 

fying about 100 diameters or 10,000 timet, being the power 

most fiiequently required for pn^oal purposes, and yet so 

simple that a child can use it It is mailed, prepaid, /br 

$2.26; with 6 beautiful mounted oljects, $8; with 24 ob* 

Jects, |5. Liberal discount to deiUers. 

Address, 
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TREATING GUNSHOT WOUNDS OF THE CHEST 

BY " HERMETICALLY SEALING.*'* 

By T. LONGMORE, Deputy iNSPEcrroR-GEmcRAL, 

PBOmSOB OP MZLITAST SUBflBmT, ABUT lOEDIOAL SOHOOL. 

A PLAN of treatiDg chest wounds has been lately brought 
to notice in the .^ierican Medical TiMEsrf by Dr. B. How- 
ard, of the United States Army, which is called by its 
author the " treatment by hermetically sealing ;*' and the 
editor states it to be understood that at the next engage- 
ment of the army of the Potomac an hospital is to be 
organised, imder diarge of Dr. Howard, for the sole pur- 
pose of treating gunshot wounds of the chest by the seal- 
ing process. Dr. Howard advocates the propriety of this 
treatment for all penetrating wounds of the chest by gun- 
shot He also describes it to be applicable to penetrating 
wounds of the abdomen, whether made by gunshot or 
stabbing instruments. 

The following is a description, in Dr. Howard's own 
words, of the manner in which tne operation of hermeti- 
calhr sealing is to be practised : — 

"All accessible foreign bodies having been removed, 
introduce the point of a sharp-pointed bistoury perpen- 
dicularly to the surface just beyond the contused portion, 
and, with a sawing motion, pare the entire circumference 
of tne wound, converting it into a simple incised wound of 
Ml elliptical form. Dissect away all the injured parts down 
to the ribs, then bring the edges of the wound together 
with silver sutures, deeply inserted, at not more than a 
quarter of an inch apart; secure them by twisting the 
ends, which are then cut off short and turned down out of 
the way. GarefiiDy dry the surface, and with a camel's 
hair pencil apply a free coating of collodion over the 
wound ; kt it dry, and repeat it at discretion. 

" For greater security, shreds of charpie may now be 
mmnged crosswise over the wound, after the manner of 
warp and woof; saturate it with collodion, and when dry 
rqxMt the process, until the wound is securely cemented 
oyer. As a still greater protection, a dossil of lint may 
then be placed over the part and retained with adhesive 



If thgre be a tendency to undue heat in the part, it 
may be sept down with cold afiusion ; should any loosen- 
ing of the dressing occur, an additional coating of collodion 
may be a{^ed. The sutures must not be removed until 
heuing bv first intention is complete. 

" Should suppuration occur, so as to occasion distress- 
ing dyspnooa, proceed to treat it in all respects as a case of 
empyema, introducing the trocar at the most dependent 
point, and taking special care to avoid the admission of 



Dr. Howard describes particularly three advantages 
which are gained by this perfect closure of the wound. 
Isi. Haemorrhage is controlfed. At the worst, he says, the 
amount <^ blood lost after the operation cannot be more 
than would suffice to fill up the unoccupied space remain- 
ing in the pleural cavity ; the elastic clot resulting fiimish- 
ing a styptic jMir eooeetienee for the wounded vessels of the 
yielding lung. 2d. Dyspncea is immediately relieved upon 
removiu of we atmospheric pressure, dd. Su|)puration, if 
not prevented, is greatiy diminished by shutting out the 

' * BfliBf part of » Jutbtam detiverMl at th« Army Medical 8«bool on 
the abrtMnth of Deeamber, 1861 

t Treatment of Onoflhot and Paoetratliiflr Woands of Cheat and Ab- 
i wi at i i br Henneticallr BealiBg. Br B. Howard. M.D., AsaistaDt-Sor- 
K»on U.bJL, Snifaon-m-Ctaiei; Artillery Brigade, Fifth Oorpa, Army ef 
the Potomac. Gamp on Bappahannoafc Va , Sept 14, 1868. In acom- 
■mloaUoB to the Amtriean MtdiealTknm, No. 14, vol. vil., p. IM. 

Ax. Med. Tiiofl, You YIII., No. 4. 



constantly renewed currents of atmospheric air, and its 
character is very favorably modified. "Indeed, if the 
wound were closed soon enough," says Dr. Howard, " I 
deem it possible that the slough of the track through the 
lun^, with the limited amount of attendant pus, might be 
entirely disposed of by absorption and expectoration. 

As a proof of the successful results of the sealing plan of 
treatment. Dr. Howard mentions that some cases upon 
which he operated were six days in the ambulances beiore 
reaching a General Hospital, part of the road travelled 
over being of the worst description ; on the fifth day all 
but one of these so treated were able to walk comfortably. 

In considering the proposed treatment, what first at- 
tracts notice is the absence of any limitations in its appli- 
cation, and the assumption that healing of the wound b^ 
the first intention can be secured in all such cases. It is 
the unqualified manner in which this plan of treatment is 
put foi-th that makes me think it important to notice it ; 
for if put into practice as described, I feel certaui it must 
lead not only to much disappointment, but occasionally do 
considerable harm. The wounds of the chest to which it 
is to be applied are simply designated "penetrating 
wounds," but it is obvious from Dr. Howard's remarks 
that he includes perforating wounds, and indeed a^ wounds 
in which the cavity of the chest is opened by gunshot, 
with or without wound of the lung. As I have already 
explained, the variations which are constantly found in the 
accompanying circumstances of a number of wounds of the 
chest by gunshot involve corresponding variations in their 
degrees of gravity and probable issues. The difference be- 
tween an ordinary penetrating wound by gunshot, and a 
perforating one, is immense ; in the one case the proiectOe 
IS probably lodged'; in the other it has passed out Again, 
in either a penetrating or a perforating wound, most im- 
portant differences arise in the nature oi the injury and the 
effects of the treatment, according as the lang is pene- 
trated or not; and serious differences also depend upon the 
part of the lung penetrated or traversed by the ball. All 
these circumstances should be noted and taken into account 
in estimating the value of a special plan of treatment in a 
given number of cases. If a ball passes through or near 
the root of the lung, it is scarcely possible to prevent a 
fatal result by any plan of treatment ; if the track of the 
bsJl has been limited to the periphery of the lung, and the 
constitution of the patient and opportunities of treatment 
be fisivorable, we have a right to expect a favorable cure in 
a considerable proportion of cases under the mode of treat- 
ment which has hitherto been in ordinary use of late years, 
and which I have already described to you. 

The surgeon's efforts to secure healing by the first inten- 
tion in the way named in gunshot wounds wDl, I think, be 
attended with success in only a very small proportion of 
exceptional cases. It is the rule of practice among armr 
surgeons to close completely, by sutures, compresses, ad- 
hesive plasters, and bandages, all wounds of the chest — 
such as incised and stabbmjr wounds — ^in which there is 
thought to be a probability of union by the first intention 
being obtained. Not only the relief to the breathing by 
rendering more complete inflation of the lungs practicable 
— which is the immediate effect of this operation in an 
incised wound of the soft parietes of the chest and peri- 
phery of the lung,— but the arrest of the haemorrhage (if 
this complication exist), tbgether with the prevention of 
subsequent extended pleuritis and pleuro-pneumonia, are 
sought to be obtained by these means. And as in many 
cases the urgent symptoms have gradually abated under 
this treatment, and eventually respiration in the woimded 
lung been re-established, it has been rendered evident that 
the wounds had become closed by the adhesive process. 
You will find sudi cases fully recorded in the works of 
Guthrie. Larrey, Hennen, and others. But in treating 
cases of incised wounds we cannot rely upon obtaioinff 
healing by adhesion even of the external onfice, although 
this may be uncomplicated with injury or cartilage; and 
we should be prepved to meet these abortiTe attempts by 
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Other definite plans of treatment. The restlessness of the 
patient, the natural movements of the chest in respiration, 
inflammatory action, cough, weakened health, habits of 
life, and special conditions of the tissues, may thwart our 
attempts to effect this object "When to these sources of 
failure we add continued hsemorrhage at the seat of injury 
in the parietes, and torn cartilage or divided ribs — sudi 
frequent concomitants of these injuries, — the difficulty of 
obtaining healing by the first intention is still further in- 
creased. 

"When we leave incised wounds and approach those of 
penetrating gunshot wounds — at least those inflicted by 

Erojectiles as large as ordinary musket-balls, — the proba- 
ility of^btjiining healing by the first intention seems to 
be altogether absent ]3ere not only all the ordinary 
sources of prevention of this desired result which I have 
just mentioned exist in an aggravated degree, but, in addi- 
tion, a rib, when struck, is not simply divided as by a 
sword, but is contused and splintered, and the soft parts 
around the opening made by the ball, for a distance vary- 
ing according to the size and shape of the projectile, and 
its amount of momentum, are bruised, and their vitality 
and reparative tendency proportionately diminished. To 
remove this sphacelated surface and surrounding bruised 
structures by incision, and then to force the edges of this 
enlarged opening together by sutures (for it is to be re- 
membered, even in cases where ribs and their cartilages 
have escaped, the intercostal muscular tissues and pleura — 
not merely the integument — are contused and torn), ap- 
pears to involve the necessity of such a strain as would 
prevent all probability of cohesion by first intention, even 
if such further impediments as costal movements, sudden 
impulses by coughing, and symptoms of inflammation aris- 
ing, were not in existence. Experience has hitherto taught 
that in these injuries provision must be allowed for the 
escape of sloughs and suppurative discharges from the 
parietal wounds — not to mention other circumstances ; and 
that to pen them up by closed compresses is to thwart 
nature's plan of attempting cure, and to aggravate the 
evils which have been aheady inflicted. Hence the rule 
has arisen in all cases of ina'sed wounds of the chest, 
whether haemorrhage be present or not, to dose the 
wound by suture and compress as early as possible, and 
to seek for union by adhesion; but in gunshot wovnds, 
not to close by suture, and only to make accurate closure 
a matter of necessity where they are accompanied' by 
active haemorrhage. 

Baron Larrey, in his memoirs of the Egyptian cam- 
paign,* has given an excellent explanation of the manner 
m which the urgent symptoms of an incised wound of 
the lung with haemorrhage, when the haemorrhage arises 
wholly from the pulmonary vessels, are frequently caused 
to cease, if the wound in the chest be accurately closed. 
"While the woimd is open, the inspired air, finding a 
ready way of exit by the opening in the lung, constantly 
opposes the cohesion of the margins of this opening, at 
tne same time that its escape in this way prevent* the 
distension of the air-cells of the surrounding lung-struc- 
ture, which would lessen the arterial flow, and accelerate 
the return of the blood by the pulmonic veins. "When 
the wound in the chest hes been accurately closed, after 
allowing the blood already effused in the pleura to escape 
through the opening by favorable position, the air intro- 
duced into the lung by breathing, not finding the same 
way of issue, fills more completely the smaU bronchial 
tubes and air-cells, facilitates the return of blood to the 
heart, causes the divided lung surfaces to approach each 
*other. favors the contraction of the orifices of the wounded 
vessels, and assists by these means, as a consequence, the 
adhesive process. But in the case of a contused and ragged 
canal being opened through the lung by a projectile pass- 
ing into or through it, all the circumstances are manilesUy 
changed : if bleeding is going on fVom its surface, neither 
the passage of tlie air through the wound in the chest-wall 
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nor its restraint can exert influence upon it^ for the track 
of the ball will remain patulous under all cucumstances, so 
far as the act of respiration is concerned. 

Let me briefly consider the three advanta^ which Dr. 
Howard advocates for the hermetically sealmg treatment 
in gunshot wounds. Dr. Howard states the causes of 
fatality in gunshot wounds of the lungs to be haemorrhage, 
dyspnoea, and suppuration ; and that these may be restrain- 
ed and modified, if not prevented or removed, by the 
simple operation already described. 

Boemonhoge^ Dr. Howard rightly places first aaaongst 
the causes of fatahty. It is the symptom which of all 
others alarms the surgeon; for he cannot but feel how 
much the power of nature to arrest the flow of blood, and 
how much the result of his own endeavors to aid nature in 
her efforts, must depend upon accidental circumstanceB 
connected with the course of the projectile and the injuriea 
it has inflicted, which it is entirely out of his power to 
control. The track of the bullet is out of sight ; the injury 
it has done to the lung is out of reach. It may be judged 
that vessels of the largest size have not been divided as it 
traversed the viscus, or death would have been nearly in- 
stantaneous : a surmise may even be made of the part of 
tlie lung .wounded by the situation of the aperture of 
entrance, or, if two openings exist, by a supposed line con- 
necting them. But such surmises are often proved to be 
erroneous by post-mortem inspection ; even the source of 
the haemorrhage, whether it be wholly pulmonic or 
wholly parietal, or the two combined, cannot oe diagnosed 
with certainty in these comphcated wounds. It is not to 
be wondered at, then, that under such circumstances of 
doubt and consciousness of helplessness, surgeons, though 
. recognising the differences between a gunshot and an in- 
cised wound of a lung, should nevertheless, almost in- 
stinctively, stop the gap through which the life-blood of 
the patient is seen to be flowing. Although the surfaces of 
the wound in the lung cannot be brought into contact and 
coaptation, there is still the hope that as the blood accumu- 
lutes within the pleura, it may exert such a pressure upon 
the wounded lung, and, perhaps, so plug up the mouths of 
the open vessels, as to stay the flow of blood, and procure 
time for the saving processes of nature and the application of 
remedial measures on the part of the surgeon that may lead 
to the recovery of the patient And the most experienced 
army surgeons have long recommended this course under 
circumstances of gujishotwounds with profuse hcemorrhage. 
" Hermetically sealing," thus applied, is only a new term : 
the practice is not new. Immediate closure of the wound 
is, at the present day, the general practice of all surgeons 
in such cases. The difference in the treatment between the 
practise of closure and hermetically sealing is, that in the 
one no attempt is made to obtain healing of the wound by 
the first intention, which it is not expected can be obtain- 
ed in openings made by gunshot ; and, secondly, that the 
continuation of the closure is made subject to other con- 
tingencies wWch are not unlikely to follow the injury. It 
frequently happens in such cases that the flow of blood, 
after the closure, is not arrested until the accumulation on 
the wounded side is so great that the pressure exerted 
upon the heart and sound lung is strong enough to threaten 
death from asphyxia. It is manifest under such circum- 
stances that the wound cannot be kept hermetically 
sealed; it must be reopened, some of the eflfiised blood 
allowed to escape, and there still remains the hope that the 
weakened state of the circulation, and the usual condition 
consequent on loss of much blood, with the aid of proper 
remedial measures, may favor the prevention of rarth^ 
haemorrhage. If we persist, under these circumstances, in 
maintaining the hermetically sealing of the chest, — if Vr, 
Howard*8 injunction that the sutures are not to be removed 
until healiLgby the first intention is complete, is attempted 
to be carried out,— I fear the risk will be run of causing 
the death of the patient by suffocation. 

Dyspnoea is a gymptom^hich may depend on several 
caueet. It may be induced by the very circumetance I 
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have just described, after closure of the wound — viz. con- 
tinued hiemorrhage and accumulation of blood in the cavity 
of the chest, and sealing will not then afford relief: if it 
depend upon the interference with natural respiration such 
as has been described to exist in incised wounds of the 
hing, hermetically sealing might afford relief if there were 
no complication, and the seahng could be maintained long 
enough. This continued sealing, however, it is believed, 
the circumstances connected with the discharges, and other 
consequences of gunshot wounds, will not admit of. But 
supposing that for the relief of this symptom the chest has 
been hermetically sealed, an irregularly torn lung, or a lung 
with the open track of a ball through it, will almost cer- , 
tainly give rise to pneumothorax, and the continued escape 
of air into the cavity will cause such compression on all the 
contents of the chest as to aggravate the dyspnoea ex- 
tremely, and cause imminent danger to life from suffocation. 
In such a case, again, the wound must be reopened, or 
another opening practised by the trocar, to afford relief. 

Lastly, Dr. Howard advances that suppuration is greatly 
dimini^ed, if not prevented, by shutting out external air. 
This is doubtless the case with incised wounds, but can we 
expect it to be with penetrating gunshot wounds ? An 
uncomplicated wound of this kind, without haemorrhage, 
wiUiout lodgment of foreign bodies, is unfortunately rare 
indeed, and such complications can scarcely fail but lead to 
pleuritic efifusion and empyema. If the haemorrhage be 
slight, the blood may be absorbed : but if it be in its usual 
quantity, and not evacuated, it will irritate the serous sac, 
and produce the same effects as other foreiprn bodies. Mr. 
GKithrie*s experience in the Peninsular War led him to 
state, that in cases in which there was not a free commu- 
nication between the wound in the parietes and the cavity 
of the chest, pleuritic effusion was the principal danger to 
be feared. "When the external wound," Mr. Q-uthrie 
SKySy " has been closed, or is so partially closed as not to 
allow the escape of the effused fluid, it is commonly the 
immediate cause of the death of the patient. Its secretion 
and early evacuation are, therefore, the most important 
points to be attended to in wounds of the chest.'** 

I have thought it right to consider this subject at some 
length because I fear, if penetrating gunshot wounds of the 
chest are treated indiscriminately by hermetically sealing 
the external wound or wounds, a fatal termination will be 
indaced in some cases which might terminate otherwise 
under the more ordinary methods of treatment. But if my 
fears in this respect should be proved to be groundle^, and 
practice shall bring to light an improved method of treat- 
ing these serious injuries, militaiy surgery will be greatly 
indebted to its author; tor it is undoubtedly unhappily 
most true tiiat hitherto, in all campaigns, the proportion of 
&tality in really penetrating and perforating wounds of the 
chest has always been excessively large. I believe the pro- 
portion of fatality would even f^pear greater than it does 
m some tables if the diagnosis were more accurately made 
in the various hospitals from the combined returns of which 
such tables have been composed. Easy as one might at 
first suppose to be the diagnosis of a musket-ball wound of 
the diest, idiether penetrating or non-penetrating, expe- 
rience shows that it is not so. Partial circuits of balls oe- 
neath the integuments and the muscles of this region, be- 
neath the scapula, perhaps complicated with great bruising, 
fracture, haemorrhage, and attended with dyspnoea, haemo- 
ptysis, and iaintness, deceive the unwary at once into the 
Mief thai the chest must have been opened and traversed 
by the ball when the plenra has escaped entire. The cir- 
enmstances of field hospitals for some time after a battle 
too often add to the chances of inaccurate diagnosis of par* 
ticalar wounds, and errors, once made, are not likely to be 
changed in the tabular returns, although the nature of each 
case may be more truly arrived at in the secondary or 
general hospitals, through which the patients subsequently 
pass. I have repeatedly seen cases returned as pene^ofin^ 
womidt, in whicn I have been able to demonstrate satisfac- 
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torily that the cavity of the chest has not been exposed at 
all. You will find several such cases described by me in 
the last volume of the " Army Medical Reports, * under 
Wounds of the Chests If, as has been stated, a field hos- 
pital should be established in America for the reception of 
gunshot wounds of the chest, and the cases be submitted 
to the treatment I have been commenting upon, it is espe- 
cially to be hoped that the diagnosis in each case shall be 
in the first instance established and defined as accurately 
as possible, so that the value of the observations made on 
the effects of this treatment, and of the tabular deductions 
as to its final results, may not be impaired by any doubts 
as to the nature of the series of cases which have been 
subjected to it 

No pains appear to be spared by the authorities in Ame- 
rica to encourage professional investigations of this nature ; 
and under the able direction of the energetic Surgeon- 
General, Dr. Hammond, and from the observations of the 
hundreds of medical officers who are laboring in the im- 
mense field of campaigning practice which is now afforded 
in that country, we have every right to expect that ^at 
advances will be made there in the science of military, 
surgery. 
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THE 
IKDICATIONB FOE THE USE OF STlkULANTS IN THE 

TREATMENT OF TYPHOID FEVER, 

BEING AN ABSTRACT OF REMARKS MADE 
By HANBURY SMITH, M.D., 

AT ▲ XXXTDIO or TBI KXW TOXK OOUKTT MSDIOAL BOOIXTT, DSO., 1868. 

• 

DisoLAiMiNO any recommendation of routine practice. Dr. 
Smith thought that every experienced physician would 
gladly welcome any ready method which should save his 
so often outwearied mind, if it were ever so little, of the 
laborious exertion which conscientious individualization of 
cases demands. He therefore ventured to call the atten- 
tion of the Society to the researches of Stokes, and the 
rules founded tiiereon, especially as simplified by Huss. 
Was surprised not to have heard mention of these rules 
during the discussion, either to dispute their correctness or 
to corroborate them ; the more especially as the admission 
seemed to be universal, that the pulse and the general 
condition were faDacious guides in some cases. After 
twenty years of experience in their application, the Doc- 
tor considered the rules proposed as not only safe guides 
in general, and even in other diseases beside the typhous 
fevers, but as great labor-savers, especially valuable in- hos- 
pital practice and in epidemics, assisting mdividu^sm, but 
by no means rendering that duty superercrgatery. 

As long ago as 1839, Stokes published his researches on 
the use of wine, and the state of the heart in fever; as a 
result of which he lays down the rule, that " in the pro- 
gressive failure of the impulse, in the diminution and ex- 
tinction of the systolic sound, in that condition of thfe heart 
in which its sounds resemble those of the foetus in utero, 
we have distinct and easUy ascertainable indications for the 
use of wine, and an assurance that in most cases the reme- 
dy will be successfiiL" Stokes also expresses his belief 
that attention to the commencing failure of the heart's 
power, as revealed by auscultation, will enable us to anti- 
cipate the general prostration by freely resorting to wine, 
even when the strong pulse, urgent thirst, and vivid red- 
ness of the maculae would seem to counter-indicate the 
remedy. It is not asserted that the heart always shows 
signs of loss of power in exact ratio with progressive ady- 
namia; on the contrary, it sometimes remains unaffected 
in extreme casee, yet where stimulants freely administered 
prove eminently useful. So also there occur cases of ex- 
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treme adynamia with violent excitement of the heart, but | 
in these cases stimulants, however freely administered, are 
of no avalL This last singular exception, Dr. Smith sug- 
gested, may possibly be due to an anomalous condition of 
the blood, which some postrmortem examinations have 
shown to be inspissated, or Sickened, instead of, as more 
conmionly found, " dissolved," or unnaturally fluid and 
defibrinated. The collapse stage of Asiatic cholera, in 
which there is extreme inspissation of the blood, affords us 
a somewhat analogous state of things, where also the too 
free use of stimulants only the sooner exhausts the powers 
of the already overburdened heart. What is wanted in 
such cases is the discovery of some mode of treatment 
which shall restore to the blood a density more nearly 
normal, and Dr. Smith puts the query if it be not exactly 
in such cases that the saline treatment of Dr. Stevens is 
indicated ? It is difficult to believe that Dr. Stevens, and 
others, have been entirely deficient in powers of observa- 
tion, however faulty the theoretic grounds on w4iich they 
founded their practice ; and it is quite probable that 
certain salts, or combinations of salts, may possess the 
property of, at least for a time and in transitu^ as it 
* were, altering the consistence of the circulatory fluid for 
the better. If so, a temporary improvement would be 
likely to follow their adnunistration, and while they can 
hardly be supposed to exert any curative influence, in the 
true sense of the term, least of all in self-limited diseases, 
yet just in such cases imere prolongation of the struggle 
against death renders more probable tJiie victory of life. 
Dt, Stevens's treatment deserves, therefore, a new trial, 
but only in the anomalous forms of fever above alluded to, 
where, with progressive adynamia, there is increased vio- 
lence of the heart's action. Dr. Stevens gave seven grains 
of chlorate of potassa, twenty of chloride of sodium, and 
thirty of bi-carbonate of soda, in half a tumbler of water, 
about evei^ two hours. Dr. Smith would consider it fiir 

S referable m fever cases to give the chlorate only, in arti- 
cial highly effervescent Vichy water, which contains twen- 
ty-five grains of carbonate of soda in the pint, and to give 
it in smaller doses, more firequently repeated, at least as 
often as every hour^ in fact as often as practicable, without 
exhausting the patient by too much disturbance. Seltzqr 
water, containing seventeen grains of common salt, six of 
bi-carbonate of soda, and one of phosphate in eadh pint, 
would be hkely to prove the best of vehicles for stimulants, 
or might in some oases be substituted for the Yichy. 

The proposition of Huss, founded on ind^>enaent and 
tery extensive observation, is, that as soon as the first 
sound of the heart is shortened, so as to resemble the 
second, the pulse at the same time losing its fiilness, stimu- 
lants are positively required ; and their doses and tre- 
Suency of exhibition are thenceforward to be regulated by 
le state of the heart alone. If under their appropriate 
administration the first sound recovers its normal pro- 
longed character, the necessity for stimulants diminishes as 
It does so. But if, on the other handj after having been so 
shortened as to be indistinguishable m character fi*om the 
second — thus closely imitating tlie sounds of the foetal 
heart — ^the first sound graduaOy ceases to be heard alto- 
gether^ the pulse in the meantime becoming thready, the 
necessity for stimulants in increasing quantities, and at 
diorter intervals, becomes, more and more imperative. 

These signs of progressive weakening of tie heart's ac- 
tion, probably comciaent with a progressive softening of 
its substance, sometimes proceed so far that neither first 
nor second sound is audible, the pulse, though excessively 
feeble, bemg commonly perceptible. The case is still not 
hopeless ; no case of fever is while life remains. 

In hospital practice Huss did not use alcoholic stimuli to 
any extent^ but relied mainly on medicinaJ. Thus with 
commencing adynamia, he prescribed diluted phosphoric 
acid in doses of twenty drachms and upwards, as soon as 
the first sound of the heart began to shorten. When that 
sound became indistinpiishable firom the second, and both 
feeble, one or two grams of camphor, always in emulsion, 



may bp appropriately combined with the phosphoric acid 
aforesaid, or, where there is considerable diarrhoea, infu- 
sion of ipecac. Finally, on the entire suspension of the 
first sound, when the pulse will be barelv perceptible, the 
patient plucking at the bed-clothes, with mumbling deli- 
rium and suhsulius tendinum, musk is indicated, not in the 
trifling doses too often prescribed, but from tnree to five 
grains, with one of camphor, every two hours, until heart- 
sounds and pulse return, when it may be gradually sus- 
pended. 

A pupil of Hubs, and practising among the wealthier 
dasses of a people in the habit of very freely indulging in 
alcoholic stimulants. Dr. Smith early recognised the neces- 
sity of not suspenaing too suddenly and completely the 
habitual drams, and found the rules just mentioned of the 
greatest practical value as guides in administering them. 
As regards choice of liquors, Dr. Smith thought the fol- 
lowing rules deserving of consideration. When the pa- 
tients have not been in the habit of using distilled liquors, 
wine fihould be used so long as it is tolerated by the sto- 
mach, good Forty not too old, being probably the best, as 
being rich alike in tannin, sugar, and alcohol Efferves- 
cing wines, Uke champagne^^owable as the first form of 
alcohol, soonest disagree. When the stomach no bngw 
tolerates wine, the distilled Uquors come into play, or may 
sometimes with advantage alternate with wines. If the 
patient have habitually used considerable quantities of any 
particular form of alcohohc drink, that one is best for him 
so long as moderate doses produce the desired effect; but 
when it begins to lose power another form may be substi- 
tuted, with the important advantage gained of effecting 
the same amount of stimulation with less injection of alco- 
hol, just as changing from one salt of morphia to another 
enables us to keep up the narcotic influence with a smaller 
expenditure of the active base. 

Alcohol npt being food, but a stimulation of those vital 
changes causing waste, the more urgent is the necessity to 
rephwe that waste, lest the solid organism be called upon 
to supply more than it can afford, without damage to its 
integrity ; hence the positive necessity of the regulated 
administration of food, which Dr. Smith considered as not 
second to any other consideration in the treatment of the 
typhous fevers. Dr. Smith argued also that if too litUe 
variety in diet will, under certain circumstances, impair 
the digestive vigor of the strongest, how mudi more must 
the weak stomach of the fever patient suffer from the dos- 
ing at regular intervals with the imchangmg mawkish 
gruel, or panada. Variety of well-cooked and savory 
fluid, or semi-fluid food, is absolutely essential At the 
same time, commencing with the simplest forms, it should 
gradually increase in concentration of alimentajy princi- 
ples, yet carefiilly preserving its digestibility as Jlie vital 
powers decline, reserving the extractum carnis, Liebig s 
beef-tea, gravy of underdone meat^ etc., as the last resorts 
of dietetics, alongside of the heroic use of akjohol, mosk, 
and camphor. 

Alluding to the very interesting experiments of Chossat 
on inanition, Dr. Smith thought Uiat his results were sus- 
ceptible of many mdications of great practical value in the 
dietetic treatment of disease in general, and therefore 
worthy of consideration, perhaps, on this occasion. Ohos- 
sat found that when msufficient food was given for a 
length of time, the animal gradually hst the power of di- 
g€$Ung even the smaM amount aOowecL a part being rejected 
by vomiting, or passing off by diarrhoea; the vital power 
being reduced too low to form an efficient gastric juioe, or 
the materials being deficient, or both. This e3q)1iun8 the 
loathing of food in prisons and poor-houses with an insuf- 
ficient diet-scale, often punished as unnecessary fostidioua- 
ness— a very grim joke indeed. Nor should we k)Be sight 
of the cause of predifi^)osition to disease, as well as reduced 
power of recuperation from it 

In addition to the temporary loss of digestive power, 
Chossat found that after a certain persisftenoe in msuffie*^ 
feeding, the stomach could never recover tie power of di- 
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ffestingj however carefully nursed with gradually increasing 
portions of food, death ensuing. But from another series 
of experiments it appeared that artificial warmth restored 
the dying animals even from a state of insensibility and 
want of muscular power, to comparative activity. Their 
temperature rose, they flew about the room, took food, 
and, if not again starved, most recovered. If left to them- 
selves too early, however, digestion was not performed, 
and they died. The secretions were renewed, but the 
power of generating heat did not return until digestion 
nad actuaDy taken place, often many hours after the injec- 
tion of food. 

Although many hints for the dietetic treatment of fever, 
and especnally convalescence therefrom, may be taken from 
these results, Dr. Smith had rather dragged them into the 
discussion, because of the painful illustration they are daily 
receiving in our midst ; whether our soldiers be too long 
reetricted to " short rations," bo deprived of wholesome 
not to say necessary variety, or. miserahile dictu I be slowly 
starved to death as prisoners of war. From the preceding 
observations it is but too evident that while noUiing but 
abundance and variety, together with ample artificial heat, 
can save numbers from certain death, that fate too surely 
awaits those who may too late receive the former, unless 
accompanied with the latter. 



ULCERATION OF THE STOMACH. 
By GEORGE BAYLES, M.D., 

ACTDfO AMT. SXTSe. V.8JL, OHBBAPKAinB 6KRSEAL nOBPITAX., FOBT 

VQNBOK, TA. 

HosEA Case, »t. 19, private, Co. E, 16th Conn. Regt, was 
attacked with the typho-malarial or " Peninsular fever," 
while with his command on ikne march to " White House 
Landing." Patient was sent to Fort Monroe, and entered 
Chesapeake Hospital, July 2d- 1863. Although extremely 
prostrated by the fatigue of tne journey, made under such 
disadvantageous circumstances, he rapidly recovered, and 
on the 26th July was sent into oonvalesoent quarters for 
duty, with the hospital guard. He remained thus on duty 
until Oct 2d, wnen he reentered his former ward for 
treatment for diarrhoea. His malady yielded readily enough 
to treatment^ although it kept recurring from time to time, 
at short intervals, which might possibly have been owing 
as much to indiscretions in diet — surreptitiously enjoyed — 
as to any peculiar irritability of the bowels. SVom about 
the 24th of Oct to Nov. 17th, patient was comparatively 
weD, at an events quite convalescent, and was looked upon 
as one neariy ready to resume his duties in the field. 

On the evenmg of Nov. 17th, patient had a paroxysm of 
retching and vomiting, which was regarded as simply the 
sickness of indigestion, and treated accordingly. On the 
18th patient had several attacks of vomiting, and a saline 
laxative and topical palliatives were employed. For days 
the emesis continued, lasting for about two minutes at in- 
tervals of an hour or two. The vomited matter wus watery, 
and had the appearance of dirty dish water, though not a 
great deal was ejected at a time, perhaps not more than 
three ounces. On the 22d, as the vomiting had not ceased. 
or even abated, more vigorous efforts were made to control 
it Opium in pill form was given, and occasiontdly creasote 
in mucilage was administered, whidi seemed to moderate 
somewhat the anti-peristaltic action. After a period of 
laborious and exhausting retching, I administered on the 
23d the following preparation, with much apparent bene- 
fit:— 

K. Chloroform. 5ij- 
Tinct Aconiti 3 iss. 

" Opii camph. J ss. 
Aaufls Jiij. M. 
Posts. Cochl. mod. omni horA, si op. sit 
fiw the intervals of rest became more frequent, and of longer 
duration. Warm fomentations were placed upon the epi- 
gastrium to relieve the muscular soreness arising from tbe 
protracted emesis, and which began now to be very sen- 






sibly felt and much complained of. The patient was kept 
upon a strictiy low diet, composed chiefly of thickened 
milk, gruel, and " essence of beer.'* Stimulation was allowed 
through the medium of milk punch, which he seemed to 
tolerate better than any other preparation of liquor. 

On the 24th patient seemed much better, and the above 
described treatment was continued without deviation. At 
the evening visit to mv ward, on the 26th, the nurse ac- 
quainted me with the fact that patient had had, about an 
hour previously, a violent attack of nose-bleed, but that bv 
a little mana^ment, such as elevating the head and shoul- 
ders, pediluvia and cold to the spine, it had been easily 
checked. A little of the syrup of the iodide of iron was 
then, for a time, administered, but was so constantiy re- 
jected that it was discontinued, and the former remedies 
resumed. The epistaxis never recurred, however, but on 
the 26th I discovered in the vomited matter and sputa, 
traces of blood, having a bright fresh appearance^ also some 
httle clots having a duller color. This I was mdined to 
attribute to the supposed fact of some slight haemorrhage 
from the nasal passages. The patient would cough occa- 
sionally and expectorate, and blood stains would collect 
upon the bedding, making a frequent change of clothing 
necessary, in order to preserve cleanliness. 

On the 27th blood stains still showing themselves, and 
more abundantly, while the hemorrhage from the nose had 

entirely subsided, I invited Dr. W to examine the 

case with me, the stethoscope being used in view of ascer- 
taining the precise condition of the lungs. These organs 
were, after a careful examination, thought to be sound and 
healthy. The pain which was now complained of was 
traced to its limits, in all directions, and was found to be 
embraced within the epigastric and left hypochondriac 
regions. These parts had now become exceedingly sensi- 
tive to pressure. On consultation it was decided to con- 
tinue the opium pills, and the sulph. morph. in doses of 
one-eighth of a grain in soL, together with the " spoon 
diet," and the use of pellets of ice to be swallowed very 
firequentiy, aUowing them to be dissolved in the stomach. 
It was also deemed advisable to exhibit two grains of 
tannic acid, with water, every hour. 

We now felt that beyond a doubt we had an ulceration 
of the mucous lining or the stomach to deal with. 

On the 28th. patient complained of weakness, and some 
pain in the abaomen. Bowels moved fireelv ; and although 
the stool was of a dark and blackened color, as was also 
the villous coating of the tongue— owing principally to the 
tannin— jet no traces of blood were discovered in the 
fseces. Vomiting was less frequent this day than for four 
days previously, and occurred at the time of taking nou- 
rishment, which was as often as six times in the twenty- 
four-hours. On the 29th patient was much the same, per- 
haps weaker. Stimulants for two days past had been 
avoided, as they seemed incompatible with the hemor- 
rhagic condition of the stomach ; and although tried occa- 
sionally — experimentdUy — with the hope oi reviving the 
fiaeging strength, were finally discontinued. Even the 
mildest stimulants, be tiiey what they may, evidentiy in- 
creased the pain, hssmorrhage, and spasmodic action of the 
stomach, and tnus indirectly excited the patient to an 
inmioderate degree. 

On the 30th the tonguei}cgan to look parched and dry ; 
the pulse was soft;, irregular, and rapid ; and the breathmg 
a Uttle hurried. Patient complained of great weakness. 
The excitement and pain whicn vomiting caused was ex- 
cessive; and although constantiy inclined to vomit, he 
struggled manfully to repress the movement Ice was 
given fireely ; the tannin increased by one-half a grain to 
tiie dose. Stimulating and nourishing enemata were admi- 
nistered, and the opium steadily continued. 

During tiie night of the 30th patient vomited only twice, 
and on neither of these occasions were blood-streaks found 
in the ^ecta. On the nioming of Dec. 1st, patient was 
extremely prostrated. His language was almost inarticu- 
late, and somewhat incoherent No change in the appear- 
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ance of the tongue or beat of pulse. Between daylight 
and the hour of his death he vomited once, and a trace of 
blood was discovered. At 10 o'clock a. m. the pulse could 
haxdly be felt ; the eyes became fixed and glassy ; the 
breathing irregular and laborious ; and a mucous r41e in the 
throat combined to announce approaching dissolution. 
Patient died at 11 o'clock a.m., Dec. 1st, 1863. 

Autopsy was made four hours after death. The exter- 
nal appearances were not noteworthy. The stomach was 
dissected out, and opened along the fine of the lesser curva- 
ture. This organ retained its normal position, form, and 
size before removal,^ and contained about five ounces of 
dark greenish grumous fluid, but nothing that resembled 
disintegrated aliment. The contents being turned out, and 
the inner surface washed, the whole pathological anatomy 
of the organ was revealed at a glance. From a point two 
inches distant from the pylorus, within and upon the poste- 
rior surface of the stomach, to a point an inch distant from 
the pylorus and entirely around the inner surface of the 
duodenum, irregular and confluent patches of the inflamed 
muscular tissue of the organ were observed almost entirely 
denuded of its mucous and cellular coatings. The eroded 
surface exhibited a bright pinkish hue, whiJe beyond, upon 
the more healthy surfaces, the complexion was of a pale yel- 
low, or ashy grey. Little threads of purulent matter and 
little points of coagulated blood were to be seen upon 
the ulcerated surface. The mucous membrane was very 
much thickened — the rugso not so well marked as they 
should be — and the blood-vessels were greatly distended. 
With the exception of the tissues so completely eroded, qo 
specially interesting pathological appearances were ob- 
served ; and looking, as we were, for a verification of our 
diagnosis, the exammation was not extended. 

iam persuaded that this lesion is of more frequent oc- 
currence than is commonly supposed. The character of the 
ulcerations being the same as that found in camp diarrhoea, 
in the intestines, may not this lesion be a cause of the dis- 
ease rather than a sec[uence ? Post-mortem examinations 
always reveal this lesion in diarrhoea and camp dysentery, 
and the local lesion bears no constant relation to the seve- 
rity of these symptoms, 

OASB OF 

GUNSHOT WOUND OF ELBOW-JOINT. 

Bt J. FARNSWORTH, M.D., 

OF LTOVS, IOWA. 

JoHK Mters, a young man of 18, of good constitution, was 
wounded in the battle of Antietam, Sept 17, 1862. In 
raising his left arm, to hold his musket to his shoulder, a 
bullet passed in at the superior portion of the olecranon 
process, passing through the elbow-joint, and making its 
exit at the lower condyle of the humerus. He says 
that it bled profusely, as he fell back to the rear. 
He met a surgeon who applied a compress to each 
opening, and put around it a tight bandage, and directed 
him to the hospital. The next afternoon the bandage 
was removed, and a lint and water-dressing applied. He 
was then placed in the cars with the other wounded and 
transferred to Harrisburg. At Harrisburg the arm became 
very painful, and a fever setting in, the surgeons agreed to 
pocr^ne amputation, which th^ had already decided on. 
The fever subsided, and he overheard one surgeon say that 
the arm might be saved, and therefore he resisted any at- 
tempt at amputation. The arm was then kept in poultice, 
and not much attention given to it. After remaining in the 
hospital nearly two montns he was given his discharge. He 
travelled to Chicago, where he had it dressed, and th«n came 
here (a hundred and thirty miles further), and called on me 
for a new dressing, Nov. 17th, just two months from the 
battle. The ,elbow-joint seemd a mass of corruption. I 
passed a gum catheter through the joint, in the track of the 
ball, and removed a large fragment of bone from the internal 
condyle. He told me that many fragments had been from 
time to tune taken out. A large abscess had formed at the 



upper end of the ulna, which had been opened. I placed the 
arm, as I found it, on a splint reaching from the hand to the 
elbow, washed the openings, and syringed them out with 
soap and water ; bandaged the hand and forearm, and took 
him twelve miles into Uie country to his father. I directed 
him to dress it in the same manner, with the addition of 
putting a poultice on the joint, until he was tired of it, and 
then to come in and I would amputate it for him. In four 
weeks he came to town to be examined for a pension. The 
examining-surgeon gave him a certificate of total disability, 
and urged him to have the unsightly sore removed. 

From that time I heard no more from him, until yester- 
day he walked into my office to show his arm. It was 
entirely well ; the elbow-joint was of course completely 
anchylosed, and bent at a right angle, but he had a useful, 
strong hand, and a serviceable arm. He told me it had been 
well for three months, and, though a httle tender, was 
strong enoueh to allow him to do any kind of labor. Being 
his left arm he was hardly incapacitated from military du^. 
He was on his way to a recruiting station, to re-endist He 
resented the idea of joining the invalid-corps, as he was 
anxious to pay for the old score. 

When he first came here, two months after the battle, 
there seemed no chance of any benefit even from resection; 
nor was there a month after, when examined for a pension. 
It seems to me now that an operation niight be performed for 
an artificial joint, but he is too anxious to nave another 
brush with the reoels, and prefers to wait for such an opera- 
tion until the war is over. 

I think this a good case of conservative surgery, in which 
a useful limb has been saved, with very little assistance from 
art 
LTOKt, lows, Not. 18, 1868. 



A LABOR, WITH 

PROLAPSE OF THE FUNIS AND TRANSVERSE 

PRESENTATION, 

TBXATm BT P08TURB AND MAmPULATlOM. 

By JOSEPH MARTIN, M.D., 

or iraw tobx. 
On December 18, 1863, 1 was called in great haste to at- 
tend Mrs. M., in labor with her second cnild. While she 
was standing on the floor the membranes were ruptured 
during a pain, and the liquor amnii was suddenly discharg- 
ed. On examination per vaginam I found a loop bf the 
umbilical cord protruding from the os uteri, which was 
high up, and only sufficiently open to receive the point of 
the middle fin^r. By some effort the finger was carried 
through the thick and unyielding os, until the sharp e<te<e 
of the right tibia of the foetus was distinctly felt On 
making an external examination I ascertained that the 
head was resting upon the left iliac fossa, with the face 
turned downwards, the occiput being easily distinguished 
through the parietes of the abdomen. 

As the umoilical pulse was natural, and the tendency to 
a breech presentation decided, I considered the chances o£ 
saving the child about the same that they would be in or- 
dinary cases of the kind, and accordingly pressed the head 
up to the fundus of the uterus with one hand, and held 
the buttocks at the pelvic opening with the other, until the 
labor pains had fairfy engaged the breecL But upon then 
examming per vagmam I found that the pulsations of the 
funis were frequent and very feeble during each pain, that 
the buttocks presented, and that the os uteri was thin, and 
dilated to the size of a dollar. The amount of the cord 
expelled from the uterus was yery much increased, and 
that portion of it which depended from the umbilicus of the 
child passed down between the thighs; but ih» part con- 
nected with the placenta, which was attached to the fun- 
dus of the uterus, was on the outside of the right femur, 
near the hip, so that at each recurring pain it was pressed 
against the brim of the pelvis at the left acetabulum. The 
c^so of the feebleness of the pulsations in the cord then 
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became evideDt And it was equally evident that the child 
could not be bom alive while in that position, if the labor 
was permitted to advance, and that no amount of dexterity 
in the employment of the usual artificial means could pre- 
vent the fatal effects of pressure upon the cord. 

My first effort to effect a safe delivery was an endeavor 
to pass the outer portion of the cord over the right knee, 
when, I had reason to believe, there would be no danger- 
ous pressure upon the cord until the head reached the su- 
perior strait. Tailing in this expedient, I determined to 
try the effects of posture and external manipulation. Hav- 
ing placed the patient upon her knees, with her left side 
near the edge of the bed, and her face upon the pillow, I 
passed the left hand to the fundus of the uterus, in the 
absence of pain, and brought the head of the child back to 
the left iliac fossa, while, with the right fingers, the pro- 
lapsed funis was kneaded into the os uteri. As the head 
leh the fiindus the breech receded from the os, and the 
cord glided into the uterus. I found no difficulty in placing 
the head at the pelvic opening, with the occiput in relation 
'with the left acetabulum. 

^ Then, by encouraging my patient to remain in that posi- 
tion for some minutes, and by pressing the uterus and its 
contents upwards with the left nand imder the fundus, par- 
ticularly during labor pains, I directed the bead of the 
child into the pelvis, until it became so much engaged as to 
prevent a return of the cord, when she was turned upon 
her back. And at twelve o'clock, three hours after I first 
saw her, the child w^ bom, with a vertex presentation in 
the left ocdpito-anterior position, as if there had been no 
complication nor malposition. 

The principal point of interest in this case is, that it illus- 
trates the importance of gravitation in the treatment of 
labors with prolapse of the umbilical cord. By no other 
operation could the child have been saved. It may also be 
remarked, if experience in the management of a single 
case will justify the forming of an opinion, that the posture 
in which the patient was placed will facilitate external 
manipulation whenever it is desirable to change the posi- 
tion of the foetus, or to convert a presentation which may 
cause delay and danger into one that is more favori^le to 
mother and child. 

Here, too, I will suggest that labors occur with other 
malpositions of the chud, in which the practice adopted in 
the case related above may prove equally successmL Of 
these, the most important, because Uie most fatal to mo- 
thers and infants, is the arm presentation. The only treat- 
ment of such labors, when the child is alive, recommended 
by writers on obstetrics, and adopted by the profession, is 
turning. This operation is very simple when the mem- 
branes are intact, because, as Tyler Smith says, " the foetus 
is moved as easily as a boat in water." " But," he adds, 
^' when the patient has been in labor, the liquor amnii dis- 
charged for twenty-four or Jbrty hours, the shoulder 
jammed into the pelvis, and held as in a vice, turning is one 
of the most, if not the most difficult operations in mid- 
wifery." 

Dr. Lee relates 59 cases of this description of labor, and 
oat of that number, records the deaths of eleven mothers, 
and 32 infants. 

I will now endeavor to show the probable results of 
"Postural Treatment " in such a labor, with an antero-dorsal 
ann prasentation, the head being at the left iHac fossa, as 
we mid it illustrated in the wowi-cuts of the text-books. 
After the patient has been placed upon her knees, with her 
hce upon her pillow, and her left side brought to the edge 
of the bed, the operator would find but little difficulty, 
during the absence of pains, in moving with the left hand 
the head of the child towuxis the fundus of the utems, 
while with the riffht hand he would gently press the pro- 
truded arm into the body of the utems. And then, by the 
proper extemal manipulation, the head would be placed in 
the occipito-anterior position, with the vertex presenting, 
as was done in the above case. 

I will venture further to suggest^ as it is admitted by all 



practitioners of midwifery, that one of every three infants 
IS lost in pelvic, knee, and footling cases; that where circum- 
stances do not demand immediate delivery, a great saving 
of life might result from this conversion into vertex presen- 
tations by extemal manipulation. 
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KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL, NEW TOEK. 

SYPHILITIC 

NECROSIS OF BODIES OF CERVICAL VER- 
TEBRA. 

FATAL RESULT. — AUTOPSY. 

By CHAS. R. SANDERSON, M.D , 

AB6T.-PHT8XCIAH. 

F. S., a^e twenty-eight, had a sloughing chancre on glans 
penis eighteen months ago, in consequence of which one 
third sloughed away. Entered Beilevue Hospital March, 
1863, and left July following improved. Soon after leav- 
ing Beilevue felt a stiffness in his neck, which gradually 
grew worse. Admitted to Bangs Co. Hospital August, and 
left September 10 improved. Took cold, and returned. 
Sept 17. — Coughed up anterior arch of atlas two-thirds of 
an inch in length. Oct. 8 — ^And occasionally other small 
pieces of necrosed bone afterwards commenced, being 
paralysed in both arms, Oct. 1. Progress of case, Nov. 10. 
— Paralysis increasing, considerable swelling of the neck 
in the region of the cervical vertebra, great soreness of 
throat, and constant hawking; neck stiff: face turned 
somewhat towards the left chm ; unnaturally prominent ; 
severe pain in. region of neck; pulse 60; is taking iod. 
of potassium and wine. In consultation witb the resident 
physician. Dr. Turner, a blister to the back of his netk 
was ordered. Sol. of morpL, and tliroat sponged with 
arg. nit 3ss., aqu» Jj. Nov. 15. — Pain in neck removed 
by blister and morph. ; moves arms better; grows weaker; 
ordered tart of iron and potassa with comp. tr. gentian : 
pulse 80. Nov. 20. — Has better use of his arms; still 
grows weaker, and more emaciated ; dysphagia increasing; 
some rigidity of muscles of back; bowels constipated; 
pulse 90; ordered milk punch, and bowels opened by 
enema. Nov. 25. — ^Dysphagia increasing from swelling 
and soreness of throat ; emaciation and debility increas- 
ing; passes urine with difficulty; has still better use of 
anns ; pulse 94. Nov. 27. — ^During forenoon he perspired 
profusely, and died at half past eleven a.ii., whilst con- 
versing with another patient 

JSeeHo Cadaveris iwenty^two hours after Dtath, — Con- 
siderable emaciation ; a greater prominence than natural 
posteriorly over third and fourth cervical vertebrae ; incision 
made from occiput to third dorsal vertebra, and all of cer- 
vical vertebra removed; anterior arch of atlas wanting 
transverse processes ; sup. artic surfaces and posterior arch 
healthy; odontoid process and bodv of axis necrosed; 
bodies of third and fourth cervical vertebm sloughed 
away, and body of fifth somewhat necrosed; an ulcer 
the size of a quarter dollar communicating between dis- 
eased vertebra and pharynx ; spinal cord to all appearances 
healthy. 

Banarhs, — This case is interesting, 1st From the fiict 
that with the above amount of disease he should walk to 
the closet daily until a few days before his death ; 2d. That 
the upper extremities should be paralysed, and not the 
lower luso ; 3d. That he should improve in reference to his 
paralysis from Oct 10 up to the time of death, whilst Rul- 
ing so rapidly in other re^>ects. 

#<» • 

They have a "Cripples' Union" in Brooklyn, N.T., 
which consists only of^persons who have lost a limb or its 
permanent use in the service of the United States. Its 
object is benevolence. 
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%tpxis of Roddies. 

NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Statsd MsxTmOf Oct 14, 1868. 

DB. D. 8. OONANT, PKESIDKNT, IN THE CHAIE. 

OVARIAK TUMOR, WITH TWISTING OF THB PEDICLE. 

Dr. Finkell presented a mass of ovarian disease removed 
from a married woman twenty-two years of age. She 
dated her iUness back three years, at which time (she 
was then unmarried) her menses became suppressed 
from sudden exposure to cold. For some days after 
she suffered from severe pain in the abdomen. Her 
menses did not appear for several months, when her 
abdomen began to enlarge to such an extent that many 
thought her pregnant Four different physicians gave it as 
their opinion also that pregnancy existed. On the 4th of 
June, 1861, Dr. Nceggerath satisfied himself by an examina- 
tion that the enlargement of the abdomen was only due to 
the accumulation of fluid, and proposed the operation of 
paracentesis abdominis as a remedial measure. The opera- 
tion was performed, and a large quantity of serum was 
drawn off. Her general health then very much improved, 
and the enlargement did not show any tendency to recur. 
About a ^ear ago she married. Some time subsequent to 
her marriage Dr. Finnell saw her and found that an 
abdominal tumor existed, which he was of the opinion 
was ovarian in character. About two weeks since Dr. F. 
was requested to see her, with a view of relieving her of 
the accumulated fluid in her abdomen. A trocar was 
passed in at one side, and about three quarts of bloodv fluid 
were evacuated. Sne experienced such great relief from 
this operation that a few days after she requested that it be 
repeated. Dr. Finnell accordingly introduced a trocar on 
the other side and drew off Ave quarts of fluid. She was 
also tapped a third time through the first opening, and in 
that instance the quantity drawn off was four quarts. 

Notwithstanding the immediate relief experienced after 
such operation, she was gradually worn out, and died on 
the 13th instant. 

The autopsy took place on the 14th. The pedicle 
was found to be very narrow, and attached to the right 
Fallopian tube. On t^e opposite side of the tumor from the 
pedicle there was attached to its surface a small slip of 
omentum ; this process, together with the pedicle itself was 
twisted several times in a given direction, leading to the 
inferenoe that the tumor, while on the cavity of the 
abdomen, had revolved upon itself. There were numerous 
adhesions throughout the whole anterior and superior sur- 
faces of the mass, bnt this was evidently a very recent 
affair. On section the tumor presented a dark, bloody, 
honey-combed gelatinous appearance, which was more like 
cancerous than ovarian disease. 

Dr. Peaslbr thought that inasmuch as five quarts were 
drawn off from the first tapping, the fluid came from 
the abdomen ; and Dr. Conant thought that the turning of 
the tumor, in the manner described, could be best accounted 
for on such a supposition. 

Dr. Clark remarked that the twisting of the broad liga- 
ment by one circuit was not an uncommon occurrence in 
these tumors, and that the half-turning was very common. 
These phenomena he explained by intestinal adhesions. 

Dr. Markoe stated that there were cases on record 
where the pedicle of the tumor was twisted sufficiently to 
cause the tumor itself to become gangrenous ; and he recol- 
lected having seen such a case in the practice of Dr. Cock- 
rofL In that case peritonitis was induced by the said 
mortification of the diseased mass. 

SEXOYAL OF OVAEUN TUMOR, OOMPLICATED WITH EPIPLOCELE, 
ADHSSIOK, HJBMORRHAOE, ETO. ; OPERATIOK LASTING nVE 

HOURS ; THE oAvmr or the perttoneum washes out for 
A period op six weeks ; perfect reoovert. 

Dr. Peaslee also presented an ovarian tumor, which he 



had removed by ovariotomy six weeks before from a wo- 
man 39 years of age. The specimen was only interesting 
in connexion with the difficulties which had attended the 
operation. The operation lasted for a period of full five 
hours, but the greater part of the time was spent in explo- 
ration. Dr. Peaslee undertook the operation with very 
little expectation of completing it, at the solicitation of the 
patient, she having understood the unfavorable prospect of 
the case. He assured the patient that the probability 
would be tliat he could merely succeed in evacuating the 
contents of the sac. After, however, meeting with all pos- 
sible complications he determined to remove the mass. 
The sac weighed thirty-six pounds, and was adherent 
everywhere on its anterior surface to the omentum. The 
patient had suffered from an epiplocele for the last six or 
eight years. The gmentum was adherent to the umbilicus. 
As the tumor was developed the omentum had to slip up 
behind the tumor, consequently that portion of the organ 
engaged in the hernia became elongated and very vasomar. 
It was half an inch in thickness, and looked very much 
like a muscle. The original incision into the abdominal 
walls had to be subsequently enlarged, so as to make it at 
least eighteen inches in extent. In the thickened portion 
of the omentum fifteen vessels were tied. In this way a 
great deal of time was necessarily taken up. The heamor- 
rhage, however, still continued from various points in tiie 
omentum, and Dr. Peaslee was forced to spread that or^an 
on a warm wet towel, and consume an Lour and a half 
longer in the endeavor to secure the remaining open ves- 
sels. After tying all the vessels that could be reached he 
lastly applied cold, with the desired result She was 
kept unaer the influence of ether during the whole time of 
the operation, and after its completion required but fifteen 
minutes to be restored to consciousness. She suffered 
from no collapse or unpleasant symptoms for about six 
days, when symptoms of the absorption of decomposed 
blood began to manifest themselves. The wound was then 
opened in part, and two C[uarts of warm water injected into 
the cavity. This operation was repeated three times the 
next day, and as often for three weeks following. If the 
interval between the injections was during that whole time 
greater than two hours, severe constitutional symptoms 
would be developed, and a bright band would show itself 
in the centre of the tongue, ^o blood appeared in the 
washing after the first injection. At the time of reporting 
the case, six weeks after the injection, the patient was 
doing well, the injection being performed but once a day. 
At first the washings were very foetid, but this condition 
was corrected by the subsequent introduction of a solution 
of chloride of soda, in the proportion of a drachm to two 
ounces of water, and allowing it to remain in the abdo- 
minal cavity. 

Dr. Peaslee remarked that the case was the most un- 
promising one with which he ever had to do, but its pro- 
gress since the operation had been most gratifying. In the 
case which he reported a year ago to the Society, where he 
was compelled to wash out the peritoneum, he had per- 
formed the injection over one hundred times for nfty- 
eight consecutive days. That patient, when last seen, had 
increased in weight from 100 to 140 lbs., and was in the 
enjoyment of perfect healtli. He stated, in conclusion, 
that he had never left the pedicle outside oi the wound, but 
was in the habit of tying it with a double ligature, and 
returning it within the abdominal walls. On removing the 
tumor Dt, P. found the disease commencing in the other 
ovary, and removed that also. 

ovariotomt: remark abtjc rbootert. 

Dr. Conant related the following case of ovariotomy : — 
The patient first noticed an intumescence of the abdomen 
in September, 1861, since which time, according to her 
account, she had been a great sufferer. The tumor gradu- 
ally increased until the 28th April, 1862, when she was tap- 
ped, 20 lbs. of fluid being drawn off; three weeks subse- 
quently twenty-five more were tijcen. Dr. 0. first saw 
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her while in Burlington, Vt She was then enormously 
swollen ; fluctuation in the abdomen was very distinct, 
and there existed a large umbihcal hernia 4 inches in dia- 
meter, which was raised 2 inches from the free surface of 
the surrounding parts. There was also a very marked 
swelling: and distinct fluctuation in the situation of the 
right labia majora. She returned to her home in West- 
port subsequent to this, and had 20 lbs. of fluid drawn 
off. Dr. Conant thought that the case was a favorable one 
for an operation, and with her consent proposed toper- 
form it The operation was performed June II, at West- 
port. An incisioD was made from the umbihcus to the 
pubes ; about three piiits of fluid were evacuated from the 
peritoneal cavity. A trocar was then plunged into the 
tumor, and about a pailful of fluid in all was drawn from 
the different sacs. Tnere were points of attachment for the 
tumor all over its upper portion, and they were not very 
extensive. It was found that a fold of peritoneum had 
been pushed down into the labium through the abdominal 
ring, foRning a pouch for a quantity of fluid. The perito- 
neum was exc^dingly vascular, and presented a varicose 
appearance. In oraer to discover the points of attach- 
ment of the tumor superiorly, it was necessary to enlarge 
the indsion to 16 or 17 inches in length. These attach- 
roenifl proved to be large portions of the omentum 
which ran into the tumor j eight or ten Hgatures were 
passed around these, and their connexions severed. In the 
course of the examination the Hver, stomach, spleen, and 
intestines were all seen. After cleaning out the cavity of 
the peritoneum the pedicle was secured by three silk liga- 
tures, and left hanging out of the wound, which in its turn 
was closed by sixteen silver sutures. The operation was 
about two hours in duration. The patient made a rapid 
recovery. In five weeks firom the time of the operation 
when Dr. Conant called to see her again, she had taken 
her team, and had ridden five miles among the mountains 
to pick blackberries; the ligatures not having yet oome 
away. The tumor weighed about forty pounds. 

Dr. Conant expected trouble with the peritoneum on ac- 
count of its varicose condition, but Dr. Peaslee thought 
that the immunity firom inflammation was due to the 
thorough deansings which the parts had received previous 
to the sewing up of the wound. 

{Tfb6 (kmHmued.) 
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** lilt a ootioMble foot tJtuA the gretUast physioiaDt hare ftlways bean the 
beat wrtteiB among pbyeldaDib**— ZuoamiiAiRr. 

Thkre is an anecdote current that a New York physician, 
recently travelling abroad, met a distinguished Parisian 
surgeon, to whom he spoke in somewhat laudatory terms 
of his preceptor, a well known American surgeon. ** What 
has he done ?** was the prompt inquhy of the foreigner, 
adding, "I don't remember to have read any of his 
writings.*' "It is true, he has never written anything," 
replied the puzzled American, "but then he has a very 
large business." " And is that the standard by which you 
estimate professional excellence?" retorted the surgeon, 
with look and gesture expressive of contempt 

There is in this incident a worid of meaning. It sets 
forth vividly a national trait in our profession, which dis- 
graces us individually and as a body. We are proud of 
being called practicid, having no time to write, on account 
of the severe pressure of our business engagements. The 



young man, who, after being located half-a-dozen years 
in practice, still goes on foot, is set down as a failure. 
There is no hope of his ever rising to a level with the 
aristocracy of his profession. It matters little what may be 
his scientific attainments or his moral worth ; he is an object 
of pity, if not of contempt Men in high and influential 
positions frequently boast of their incomes, and exhibit 
their list of daily calls, or their bank-books, as an evidence 
of success. Half of the gossip in professional circles relates 
to the income of individuals. 

These false ideas of professional success have taken deep 
root among us, and are bearing bitter fruits. The recent 
graduate is driven to seek business as the first great 
desideratum. He abandons the pursuit of special studies, 
for which he may have a predilection, because they will not 
immediately ^*pay." He cannot afford to labor patiently 
in the pursuit of knowledge, and let business come as its 
sweet reward. Like Ortugal, he demands that *'the 
golden stream be quick and violent" If patients do not 
immediately seek him, he goes out into the highways and 
bywa3rs and compels them to come in. At all hazards he 
must have the appearance of business. Urged on by this 
infatuation, he assumes all the externals of success. His 
mode of living, and his equipage, are often far beyond his 
income, but he lives in the hope that these glittering baubles 
will advance his business, and in the end reimburse his 
outlay. He may attain the summit of his ambition, and 
acquire the largest practice in the community ; but it is not 
improbable that he will sadly fail. But, whether he succeeds 
or not, he is lost to the science of his profession. He may 
seek positions in hospitals, schools, and societies, as collateral 
aids to success, but in every position he is a nonentity. His 
name may be trumpeted throughout the world, but no man 
of education will even recognise it He dies, and leaves 
behind liim no memorial but the perishable marble. A 
short generation passes from the stage, and his memory 
is swept for ever from the earth. 

It is time the profession of this country set up a higher 
standard of merit than that now so generally adopted. We 
should pay homage only to genuine worth. The palm of 
excellence should be given to him who has the profoundest 
practical knowledge of the science and art of medicine, and 
who makes that knowledge available to others. 

As a profession we should not only cultivate science, 
but we should also cultivate hterary taste. History and 
observation prove the truth of Ztmmermann's remark — that 
the greatest medical writers of any age were the best 
physicians. We have no right to ridicule the man who 
frequently communicates his views to the profession. 
Wldle it is true that too many write who have nothing 
worthy of publication, it is sadly true that many who fill 
high places withhold altogether their experience from 
theur brethren. There are in this and other communities 
too many of this latter class. They are intellectually and 
morally worthy of the confidence of the profession, and 
capable of being the leaders in the department of practice 
to which they are especially devoted. By virtue of true 
merits they have obtained responsible positions in our 
hospitals, schools, and associations, and are qualified by 
long experience and sound judgment to instruct It is to 
them that the profession look for sound instruction in prac- 
tical medicine, surgery, and obstetrics, and for a just esti- 
mate of the value of Uie more recent improvements. But 
they are sealed books that give no information. Iliey are 
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quick to turn every advantage which official position may 
have given them to their personal and pecuniary account, 
but they make no return to those who have raised them 
to power. They will have their reward iu that utter 
oblivion which is hereafter to cover their names. 



MEDICAL SOCIBTY OF THE STATE OP NEW YORK. 

The first Tuesday in February, the 2d prox., is rapidly 
approaching, which is the period fixed by statute for the 
annual meeting bf this time-honored institution. For seve- 
ral years past the meetings have been well attended, and 
the papers that have been presented have elicited a cordial 
interest With the development ot' the literary and scien- 
tific institutions of our State the Society has kept pace. 
It has grown with the growth of our institutions of phi- 
lanthropy and charity, with whose interests it is nearly 
allied. It has grown from a handful of medical men to a 
number larger than our State Legislature. Its reputation 
is no longer confined to the State capital, but is known and 
honored throughout the land, and on the other side of the 
ocean. It has become an index to the strength, learning, 
ability, and high standing of the medical profession of the 
State. To be a permanent member of it is reckoned a high 
honor. The distinguished position which the Society has 
gained can only be sustained by an earnest co-operation of 
all ita members. It is incumbent on them to attend the 
meetings, and to come with papers suitably prepared to 
add to the character of the meetings. Ko member should 
excuse himself from a contribution on the ground that 
there wiU be a sufficient number without his. Every com- 
mittee should be prepared with a report No Delegate 
should allow trifles to prevent his being present There is 
more necessity for exertion at a time when so many hun- 
dreds of the profession are absent — honorably absent in the 
service of our country. Let those attend who are not 
delegates, for they will be invited to participate in the 
dehberations of the Society. The reception of delegates 
by courtesy from sister State societies is becoming a pleas- 
ing feature in the meetings. Last year New Jersey and 
Ck>nnecticut were represented. There will be a much 
larger representation at the next meeting, and the influence 
that representatives bear away must be to increase our 
good name, and to give vital stimulus to their institutions. 
With the patronage of the State which we enjoy, we have 
no reasonable excuse if we fail of more distinguished at- 
tainments. Several papers of interest have been promised 
among which is a surgical memoir by Surgeon John A. 
LiDELL, now in charge of the Stanton Hospital, Washing- 
ton, D.C. ; one from Prof J. V. P. Quacelenbush, of Al- 
bany, on some subject connected with his specialty in the 
department of obstetrics ; while Dr. Wilbur, the Super- 
intendent of the Asylum for the Instruction of Idiots, pr 
his teacher, Dr. Ed. Sequin, who was the first to system- 
atize the instruction of idiots in France, and who has for 
two years past been practising medicine in this State, 
will read a paper on the Management and Instruction of 
Idiotic Children. Dr. Charles Fatbtte Tatlob has a 
paper with the homely but practical title, " Causes of Back 
Ache among American Women'* It is proper to remark 
that authors should carefully inspect their own papers, and 
see that they are written in a clear, open hand, with pro- 
per and technical names in every case distinct ; the copy 
should be on one side of the sheet only. 



SOCnCTT FOR THE REUEF OF WIDOWS AND ORPHANS OF MEDICAL 

MEN. 

The Secretary of this Society believes that we have done 
injustice to a usefiil charity by expressing the opinion that 
the annual allowance to these beneficiaries is not suffi- 
cient This statement is founded on the present necessities 
of the beneficiaries, and the abihty of the Society. The 
depreciation of the currency and the high rates of living 
require a much larger advance, and the income of the 
Society now warrants a more hberal allowance. The 
Society has an investment of nearly $50,000, yielding a per- 
manent income of upwards of $3,000 'annually. Its policy 
is to give as little as po^ble from the income, and add to 
the principal. Aside firom the illiberaUty of such a course, 
it impairs the prosperity of the Society. We do not 
merely express our own opinion in this matter, but it is 
shared by many contributors, and by several of the Direc- 
tors, to whose opinion the Secretary attaches so much im- 
portance. If, however, we are to be governed by the 
opinions of those who have had experience in the manage- 
ment of similar organizations, let us refer to the two Lon- 
don Societies. The Society for the Relief of Widows and 
Orphans of Medical Men (London) expends about two- 
thirds of its annual income. The Medical Benevolent 
Fund expends nearly if not quite its entire income. The 
Secretary writes as follows : 

" My attention has just been called to an article in your 
Journal of the 2d inst, referring to the New York Society 
for the Relief of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men. 
This article being calculated to injure a most valuable cha- 
rity, requires correction, both as to its facts and opiniona 
I. The Society received no bequest fi*om the late Dr. 
Cammann. It did receive $10,000 Qeas the legacy duty) 
firom Dr. Harsen's estate. 2. Whether or no the allowance 
granted to beneficiaries is a ' meagre pittance ' or not, is of 
course a matter of opinion, as is also the remark made in 
such an authoritative, ex eaihedrd style, in the next sen- 
tence, viz. that * the Society ought to give more liberally 
to those entitled to its funds.' That the opinion of the 
writer of the paragraph is not that of the Board of Mana- 
gers, is evinced by a nearly unanimous vote at a recent 
meeting. This board, composed of some of the most 
judicious men in the profession (as the Editor of the Tdieb 
must be aware), actine in the hght of the experience of 
similar organizations, decided adversely to a proposition to 
increase the allowance beyond the present advanced rate, 
which, it may be stated, is fifty per cent more in the case 
of widows, and one hundred per cent more in the case of 
children than in former years. No doubt the amount will 
be fiirther increased as soon as circumstances will warrant 
it It should always be remembered that the Society does 
not undertake to support, bt^t only^ as its name imphes, to 
relieve those who call upon it for aid.*' 

TBBATMEMT OF GUNSHOT WOUlCnS OF THE CHEST. 

The great interest attached to the treatment of gunshot 
wounds of the chest has induced us to lay before our army 
surgeons at the earliest moment the very candid critidBm 
of Db. Howard's method by Prof. Lonomore, of the Bri- 
tish Army Medical School, published in the London Ixtncet 
The method of Dr. Howard has not as yet been very fre- 
quently practised, but in the instances related by Dr. H. it 
proved very successful The limitation of the practice to 
the class of cases selected by Prof. H. would render it 
nearly inoperative in the present vrar. Wounds of the 
chest, as we meet with them, are for the most part of the 
kind to which he takes exception in its application. But 
its value can only be determined by practice. 
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OuTLnCES OF THE ChtEF CaMP DISEASES OF THE TJnITED 

States Armies^ as observed during the Present War. 
A Practical Contribution to Military Medicine. By 
Joseph Janvier Woodward. MD., Assistant-Surgeon 
U.SA. ; Member of the Acaaemy of Natural Sciences of 
Philadelphia ; of the Pathological Society of Philadel- 
phia, etc., etc. 8vo., pp. 361. Philadelphia: J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co. 1863. 

{Oandudtdfrcm page 8A. ) 
Though our notice of these chapters is imperfect and 
hasty, we cannot forbear an allusion to the satisfactory and 
decidedly advanced views which the author's excellent 
skill in microscopy has enabled him to present, in reference 
to the histological phenomena of the special enteric lesions 
that are found in fatal cases of typho-malarial fever, and 
in chronic diarrhoea. Avoiding technicalities and details, 
we understand Dr. Woodward to state, the anatomical 
lesion of " Peyer's patches," in patients dying of typho- 
malarial fever, to be essentially identical with the changes 
that occur in pure typhoid lever, but differing from the 
typhoid ulcer m this, that in typho-malarial diseases the 
tumefaction of the agminated patch has not been observed 
to rise so abruptly from a constricted base as sometimes 
8cen in the typhoid mass. But our author regards the 
essential pathological elements and changes as being iden- 
tical in the camp and the civic forms of the typhoid mala- 
dy. Under his microscopes the typhoid material and ulcer 
are defined as follows : 1, An abnormal multiplication and 
massing of the connective tissue cells [connective tissue 
corpuscles of Virchow], commencing in and surrounding 
the agminated follicles^ and thereby constituting the plaque 
or typhoid mass. This hasty cell multiplication is most 
prolific and rapidly abortive at and near tho central point 
of inflammation, Uie cells being multinuclear, multifissile. 
and quickly degenerated at that point, and as the inflamea 
line of cells recedes from that point, or from the ulcerated 
surface, the process of cell development appears more and 
more normal. But the inflammatory process tends to dip 
deeply into the intra-muscular connective tissue, and as 
the process of inflammation goes on from the diseased 
patch, perforation of the intestine may occur. 

In the fatal diarrhoea of the camp Dr. Woodward finds 
an analogous histological process or morbid and degenera- 
tive cell-multiplication preceding and attending upon the 
ulcerations that take their point d^appui from the " follicles 
of Lieberkuhn;" the connective tissue cells becoming 
rapidly multi-nucleated, go on '* multiplying by division 
imtfl the intercellular spaces are encroadied upon, and 
until follicles and normal tissues are all overwhelmed and 
broken down by a wasted and extravagant cell-life, or 
hyperplasia of normal tissues, that ends in ulceration. 

Thuait will be observed by the reader, the microscopy 
of Dr. W oodward in a new field and for the most practi- 
cal of purposes, adds fresh confirmation to the new doc- 
trine promulgated by Virchow, but which doctrine, as 
respects the histology of typhoid material, that pioneer of 
acience very hesitatingly opposed to the accepted teaching 
of Rokitanski.* The practical importance of this ad- 
vanced step in the pathological knowledge of typhoid ma- 
terial and the ulceration of Peyer's patches, will be seen 
when such knowledge is made distinctly tributary to a 
wisely directed and rational therapeia that shall rescue a 
larger percentage of lives from the typhoid malady. Al- 
thoogh this view of the nature of intestinal ulceration is 
not yet widely known, we believe Dr. Woodward's mi- 
croecopical definitions of the actual changes the clearest 
(hat have been made ; and they are entirely harmonious 

• 8m yir«lKm*t «*CeUnkr Pafholosy," p. UO, Am. Editloa; and Bokl- 
iaaikPt ** Ftt^loglMl ABiloBX," Ail TypA^iM /VocfM, etc. 



with the observations of Bennett* and of Simon, the latter 
of whom says that the earlier forms of increased teztural 
germination give rise to cell growths that rigidly undergo 
degeneration ^ and that later successions of the same germi- 
nal act fiimish pus-cells, and that these abnormal processes 
are but " one common result of tumultuous textural over- 
growths, "t 

Dr. Woodward's description of the morbid anatomy of 
the intestinal canal in camp diseases may, therefore, be 
regarded as strongly confirming Virchow's views of hyper- 
plasia, while his observations, and the practical conclusions 
to be derived from them, are more definite than anything 
that has preceded them. 

In the treatment of camp dysentery and diarrhoea the 
author has not given prominence to the popular and very 
eflfective preliminary employment of the alkaline cathartic 
that the veteran Dr. Tripler so strongly recommends in 
his little treatise on army practice, and which has most 
deservedly won the repute it enjoys among military offi- 
cers, and scarcely less in civil practice. In the manage- 
ment of pneumonia, also, our author manifestly hesitates 
to adopt the simple rational treatment which is rapidly 
finding able advocates, but which certainly must seem to 
be perilous practice until each medical observer witnesses 
for himself the results of such a non-medicating method. 
In the case of intestinal inflammation or ulceration, 
it is claimed that the intestinal canal, afler having 
been eflectually cleared, and all morbid secretions swept 
away by the magnesian cathartic, may most safely be left 
to the healing influence of absolute repose ; and, in the 
latter case, that of pneumonia, it is with much reason be- 
lieved, that when uncomplicated, the inflamed organ has 
best chances of speedy and certain recovery when all the 
conditions of greatest possible quietude, and the absence 
of all special sources ox local irritation, are insured to the 
patient, and, as in the management of acute intestinal 
mflammation, permitting no unnecessary perturbation of 
the diseased part,^or of the normal functions of the system. 

We are glad to'see Dr. Woodward's strong expressions 
of disapprobation of the over-active and perturbing treats 
ment of all these maladies, and wish he had gone fiirUier 
and dissuaded from the use of various therapeutical agents 
which he allows. But in writing not 'for eclat, but for 
the purpose of specific and much needed instruction in 
matters of detail, such questions in therapeutics are inevi- 
tably discussed by an author, and Dr. Woodward is for- 
tunate in not having plunged more deeply into the esoteric 
method of discussing such questions of daily practice. 

We cannot lay aside this book without an allusion to 
the valuable chapter on Measles in Camp, Every medical 
officer should read it, not for any light needed upon 
(](uestions of medical treatment, but for stronger convic- 
tions respecting the moral and professional obligations of 
the army surgeon to do all in his power to prevent or 
arrest the prevalence of measles in the camps. And if any 
physician is disposed to fold his hands in view of the un- 
proved and very improbable fact, that an innocent |>eni- 
ciUium fungus in straw beds has been reported as the ori- 
ginating cause of this pest of camps, our author's crucial 
experiments with the s^tihfungi, his nice microscopy, and 
his keen logic, will dispel such illusions. The fact is, that 
experience and science plainly teach that measles and the 
other exanthemata should be regarded as preventable mala- 
dies, which, even under the influence of epidemic influence, 
ought never to become prevalent where there is proper 
sanitary administration and police authority. 

Our author states that notwithstancjjng the great defi- 
ciencies in regimental medical reports during the first year 
of the war, he finds 21,676 cases and 551 deaths from 
measles were reported during that year ,* and he very truly 
remarks that, ** the number of deaths represented by these 
figures far under-estimates the mortality proceeding from 

• Bennett^t " Clinical M«didn«,'' Am. ed.. p. 874. 
t 8m ** EiMj on Inflimipitton,** by J. Simon, In Bolmt^i ** Sjttom of 
Bnifory, 1^ 91. 
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this cause. In fact, the disease was rather fatal in its 
eequelfld than in itself." 

He makes the following statement concerning the pre- 
valence of measles in the armies : 

*' Epidemic measles generally made its appearance at an early 
period in the history of each regiment, frequently in its first 
encampment, and swept through the ranks, attacking all who 
had not previously had the disease, and occasionally even these 
did not escape. Frequently from one-third to one-half of the 
effective strength was attacked, and the disorder continued its 
ravages until all who were susceptible had suffered. » » • 

'* Frequently fatal in itself this epidemic was, however, espe- 
cially to be dreaded on account of the disorders which followed 
in its train. Severe bronchitis, often of considerable duration ; 
typhoid pneumonia, which frequently proved fatal ; and a gene- 
ral exhaustion and prostration, in which ordinary incidental 
diseases assumed severe and adynamic characters) were among 
the most formidable sequelse. 

" No part of the army escaped. The new levies on the Paci- 
fic slope suffered as well as the great armies of the central basin 
and the Atlantic coast. The disease, however, was most for- 
midable, and produced the greatest mortality in the valley of 
the Mississippi and its tributaries. 

** In this region, and especially in Missouri, and in the army 
of the Ohio, measles very f^^uently assumed a typhoid diarac- 
ter, and petechial spots made their appearance, constituting 
what was generally designated as black measles, a condition 
which was comparatively rare on the Atlantic coast ** 

The chapter on pseudo-rheumatic afiTections is deserving 
the special attention of miUtary surgeons. During the 
first year of the war there were some 44,000 cases of rheu- 
matism reported ; and inasmuch as pseudo-rheumatism is 
one of the indices of the scorbutic taint, it demands some- 
thing more than the trivial notice of an entry upon the 
sick-register, by a misnomer, and tlie neglect to wnich the 
sufferer too often is doomed. As in a large proportion of 
the more than 200,000 cases of diarrhoeal affections in the 
camps every year, so in the cases of pseudo-rheumatism, 
the scorbutic taint is the most important and most obsti- 
nate pathological element. ^ 

Dr. Woodwaro closes his treatise with an explanatory 
appendix, designed to interest and aid the young medical 
ofiaoer in the statistical records prescribed by Hie regula- 
tions of the Medical Department In every chapter, and 
upon every page, we discover the same commendable and 
unambitious design of utiUiy and helpfulness, and for this 
the medical profession and the friends of humanity will 
justly feel ^tefuUy indebted to the talented author, who, 
like the distinguished Chief of the Medical Bureau, Sur- 
oiON-G-XNERAL HAinioin), has not hesitated, during the 
incessant pressure of ofllcial duty in bureau service, to 
devote hours which would otherwise have been passed in 
restj to the noble and much needed work of preparing spe- 
cial treatises upon the most important subjects that relate 
to life-saving in our armies. Like Dr. HAinioMn's excel- 
lent volume upon Army JBygiene. this treatise of Surgeon 
Woodward should be found in the hands of every medical 
man in civil as well as military life. 

OBDEBS, CHANGES, Ac 

Tlie restgnatloii of WillUun H. U. Mnasey, Medlotl Intpeetor U.8.A., 
has been aooepted hj the Preddent, to date January 1, 1864. 

Bo much of Special Orders No. 675, panignq>h 23, series of 1868, firom the 
War Department, as diaeharged Sunreon B. J. Bettelheim, 106ch Illinois 
Vols., is revoked, and Sorseon Bettelnelm is discharged the senriee of the 
United States by reaignation, as of the date of the aforesaid discharge. 

Surgeon Michael D. Benedict, 75th New York Vols, (published omelally 
Beoember 14, 1868), baring flUled to appear before the Militarsr Cemmls- 
Bion, Institated by Special Orders No. U, series of 1868, from the 'War De- 
partment, within the proscribed time, is by direction of the President dis- 
missed the serrice of the United States, to date December 14, 1868. 

Surgeon William H. Palmer, 9th Miohifcan Vols., has been dismissed 
the service of the United StoUs by direction of the President, for con- 
duct pr<it)ndidal to good order and military discipline. 

Hospital Steward Peter Qabrielson is honorably dlsoharged the aer- 
Tice or the United StaAea, to enable him to accept the appointment of 
Aasiatant-Surgeon la the lat Minneeota Tola. 



Aseistaot-SoTgeon d 8. De Oraw, U.S. A., is reliered from duty In the 
Campbell General Homital, Washington, D. 0., and will report in por- 
son without delay to the commanding General, Department of the Ten- 
noesee, for assignment to duty with the Ist Battalion, 18th U.S.I. 

The U.S. General Hospital at Bedloe's Island, New York harbor, will 
be disoontinned, the medloil and hospital property turned over to the 
Medical Purveyor, New York, and the pavilion wards oonverted Into 
barracks for oonvalescenta, and men returned to duty, fkxMn General 
Hospitals in and near New York. The ocnnnuuidlug officer at Fort 
Wood will receive, take charge of^ and expedite the transportation to 
their resiments of all men sent to the Oonvalescent Barraoks on Bed- 
loe's Isumd, by the Medical Director of the Department of the East. 
Medidnea and Medical attendance will be ftimlshed by the Post- 
Surgeon. 

Hospital Steward Daniel W. Jacobs, U.8.A.. will report in person 
without delay to Surgeon B. H. Alexander, U.S.A., Medical Director at 
New Orleans. La. 

Hie following assignment of medical officers is hereby made:— 

Assistant-Surgeon William Carroll,. Uii.V., now on duty at Cumberiaad 
Hospital, Nashville, Tenn., to report to the oommandine General, Army 
of the Potomac, to relieve Aasistant-Surgeon Horatio B. Buck, U.8.Y. 
Assistant-Surgeon Buck, on being relieved, to rq»ort to the Medical Di- 
rector, at Cindnnati, OhiCLfor dutv. 

Afliistant-Surgeon W. w. Wythea, U.S.y., now on duty at General 
Hospital, Nashville, Tenn., to report to the General commanding Depart- 
ment of the Ohio, to relieve Assistant-Surgeon Edwin Freeman, U.S. Y. 
Assistant-Surgeon Freeman, on being relieved, to report to the Medical 
Director at Cincinnati. Ohio, for duty. 

Assistant-Surgeon Charles F. Hayne^ TSA.Y^ now on duty at Cumber- 
land Hospital, Nashville, Tenn., to report to the General commanding 
the Army of the Potonoao, to relieve Assistant-Surgeon Franklin Gmbe, 
U.S.y. Assistant-Surgeon Grube, on being relieved, to r^KMt to the 
Medical Director at Cincinnati, Ohio, for duty, 

The resignation of Surgeon D. W. Hanahom, U.8.Y., has been accept- 
ed by the President, to tale efllsct January 8, 18M. 

Surgeon Matthew McEwen, 2d West Yinrinia Cavalry, dismissed by 
Spedu Orders No. 427, fh>m this Office, is hereby restored to his com- 
mand, with pay tmrn the date on whlcn be joins his regiment for duUr, 
provided the vacancy has not been filled, evidence of which must be 
obtained fh>m the Governor of West Yirginia. 
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N. Y. Pathological Society. — ^At the last meeting of this 
Society, held Jan. 13. the annual election was held, resulting 
in the choice of the following officers for the ensuing year : 
— Dr. A. Jacobi, President ; Drs. H. B. Sands and J. Lewis 
Smith. Vice-Presidents; Dr. Gko. F. Shrady, Secretary; 
Dr. W. B. Bibbins, Treasurer. Delegates to the American 
Medical Association : — ^Drs. Sayre, Noyes, Shrady, Eliot^ 
Bibbins, Hamilton, Gonant, Sairds, Krackowizer, and Yosa. 

Mortality of Providence, R. I. — Dr. Snow, City Regis- 
trar, reports that the number of deaths in Providence in 1863 
was 1,215, an increase of nearly 33 per cent, over the num- 
ber in 1862. The deaths in 1863 were more than in any 
year since 1854 ; but in proportion to the population the 
mortality was not large. We estimate the population of 
the city at the present time to be at least 55,000, which 
would ^ve one death in 45.27 for the year 1863. In the 
whole list of causes of death only 8 show a decrease firom 
the year 1862. From the class called zymotic diseases 
there were 358 deaths in 1863, or 29.4 per cent of the whole 
number from known causes. In 1862 there were 196 deaths, 
or 20.3 per cent 

St. Louis Medical Jomui al for 1864. — ^We are glad to 
learn that this excellent journal is to be revived under the 
editorial supervision of Professors Linton and White. They 
state : — " The publication of the St. Louis Medical Journal 
was suspended three years ago. To continue it during the 
throes of a gigantic revolution seemed a bopdess task. Its 
subscribers were scattered and dispersed with the rest of 
the population — some rushing to uie fields of danger and 
battle, others to places of real or fancied safety, all absorbed 
by other thoughts than those inspired by the sciences and 
arts of peace. Danger, disgrace, and deatn — glory, renown, 
and success — ^ihese exciting themes occupied the thoughts 
of men. The g^eat question of the day was not thnKigh 
what avenues, and by what means, intellectual pleasure, 
scientific advancement^ and material amelioration should be 
sought, but * to be or not to be,' this was the question. 

^' The ensuing volume will be issued in numbers each 
alternate month, commencing January, 1864, and will con- 
tain ninety-six pages," 
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Statea Army are tf rnllar to thoee of the armlea of the Crime* : the mlea 
and preaorlptlong given In the book will, Iheretors, be fouwl perftetly 
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BuLunI BtOTHTU, 440 Broadway, S. T. 



MESSRS. BAILLIERE BROTHERS 

MEDICAL VrOFESSION 

And STCDEHTS, that luTlng pnrcbaiad a atock of the pnMleMhma of 

MESSRS. BLANCHARD & LEA, LTPPINCOTT & 
CO, LINDSAY A BLAKISTON, Etc. 
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GEOBGE TIEMANN A CO. 

Ifanufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

iU- MENT8, Ac. 

No. 68 CHATirAM STREET, NEW YORK. 

OTTO A RJBYNDERS, 
Mflimfactorere and Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

Tlie various Splints for Morbus Ooxftrlas, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- 
braces, Stockings fbr Varicose Vein^ Electric Machines. Ear-Tnunpets, 
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^i Artificial Legs and 

^e ' --tl- Arms. Selpho^s Patent The best sub- 
^ stitntos for lost limbs the worUl of science 
m has ever invented. (iCetabUshed 24 years.) 
V Con be had only of 
fX WM. BELPHO, 

V.^i O » Patentee and Inventor. 

Send for pamphlet 516 Broadway, N. Y. 

N.B. — A Silver Medal just awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Institute for the best Artificial Limbs. 
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DISEASES OF THE TBBOAT. 



DR. ELSBERG, 

LE0TX7RSR ON TUZ LARYNGOSCOPE AND DISEASES OF THE 
LABTNX AND THROAT IN THE UNIVERSITr OF 

NEW YORK, 

Devotes himself specially to the TreatmeDt of Diseases of 

THE LARYNX 

and Neighboring Organs. 

OFFICE HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 P.M. 

153 West 15th Street. 

The "Elixir of Calisaya Bark''— 

JL was introduced to the notice of the Facalty in 1880, by J.Jtilhau, th* 
$oU Jnnentor, None of those numeroos firms word in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, have fooiid it more convenient with- 
in a few years to appropriate the abore extensively known title : it is there 
fora presumable that physicians in prescribing, as for oTer thirty yean, 
have reference solely to the original arUcU aidiJe by J. Milhav & Son. 

Also, the GHALYBKATE ELIXIB OF OALISAfA BABK (eopy- 
righted), being the above preparation with the addition of two grains of 
the celebrated ^ropAcMpAafs qf Iron to each wineglassfkil. 

Sole agency for Fkkncu Artutioial Etbs from the leMlng Paris mannJko- 
tax«r. binglle eyes to order. Sets of 120 for oculists. 

J. MiLHAu k, Soir, 
Druggists and PharmaoeQtist^ 188 Broadway, N. Y.. near Cortlandt 8t 

Either agents for or importers of all the French medicines and fine pre- 
parations in rogue. 

Quern's Cod Liver Oil Jelly.— This 
Jelly has been approved by the N. Y. Academy of Medidne, and 
•iTerB the following advantages over the liquid oil : — 
L It can be swallowed without imparting any oil to the palate. 
8. It is digested by the most delicate stomachs, even by those which 
reject the oil. 
8. It will never operate as a cathartic 

4. Being entirely digested, the dose is only one tablespoonfhl ; it con- 
tains 85 per cent, of oil, as I proved by operating before a committee 
•ppointea (uf Aoo by the Academy of Medicine. Fmr sale by every ^brng- 

^ Wholesale at the Office, 

86 putt Street. N.Y. 

eliable Gelatine Capsules of Balsam 

of Copaiba, containing each 10 grains of Pure Balsam. 
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RELUBLE CAPSULES OF BALSAM OF COPAIBA AND OIL 
OF CUBEBS, containing each 9 gimins of Copaiva.and 1 grain of Oil of 
Onbabii 
One grain of Oil of Cubebs represents 18 grains of cubebs. 

Prepared by E. QUERU, 
Chemist and Pharmaceutist 
I beg leave to offer to th« profession the above capsules as perfectly 
roUabie, and made of the best and carefully selected substances, and would 
tospe^iny request ^ysldans to compare these ei^siiles with any la the 
market 

J. L. M. QUERU, 

U Piatt Stre^ 



WABE & FOBB, 
Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVtJE, AND CITY HOSPITAM^ 

Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL IHSTBUMBNTS, APPLIANCES, 

SYRINOE8, n^, 
86 FuUon itrsei^ New York, 

W. A F. begleave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arrsoiged under 
the supervision of Dr. Jamxs R. Wood, a ftill description of which will be 
forwarded upon application. Also, Dr. Lbwis A. Sayks's improved out- 
door Splint for Morbus Coxabius. Directions for measurements wiU be 
forwarded when requested. 

J^^ersnees.*— Jamxs B. Wood, M.D., Lxwis A. Satbx, M.D., SriPHnc 
Smitil M.D., B. F. Baohb, M.D., U.S.N. 

PRICED OAIALOQUES WILL BE SSKT TO ANY ADDRESS. 

G^ Agents for Jewett's Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
others. 

Sole Agents for ^ Fermtnichs Irritation Instrument** Price |8l00. 



CHKISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S ! 

The CBAIG MICBOSCOPE, with mounted objects, eon- 
stitutes a beautifhl and appropriate HOLIDAY GIFT to old 
or young; combining instruction with amusement; magni- 
fying about 100 diameters or 10,000 times, being the power 
most frequently required for practical purposes, and yet so 
simple that a child can use it It is mailed, prepaid, for 
$3.S5; with 6 beantt^il mounted objects, $8 ; with S4 ob- 
jects, $5. Liberal discount to dealers. 

Address, 

HENRY CRAIG, 
885 Broadway, New York. 
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n Anatomical Ball and Socket- 

LEG, with lateral motion at the ankle, like the 



JOINTED 
natural one. 

Also: 

THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG. 

The latter is fhmlshed to soldiers b: 




the U.S. Government wldiont 
charge, by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the following 
places :— OnS Broadway, N. Y., Rochester, N. Y., Cincinnati, O., or Bt 
Louis, Ma 

A pamphlet of description and instructions sent on the receipt of a 
two cent postsge stamp. 

St. Kegis Water, from Massena 
SPRINGS, St Lawrsnce Co., N. Y. These waters are richly im- 
pregnated with medicinal salts, possessing singular virtues as remedial 
agents in the treatment of the following complaints : — Cntaneona Erup- 
tions, Rheumatism, Scrofhla, Aifeotions of the Kidneys, Hysteria 
all Female Irregularities, Constipation, Piles, etc. 

McCORD dE PIN 

na, N. Y. 

General Agency, 868 Bowery, cor. Fourth st, N. Y. dty. The bottled 
waters may be had frt>m all respectable Druggists. 
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Mall Subscribers, $8 per annum, payable in advance. 

Remittances must accompanv an order for the Journal 
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moneys inclosed in unregistered letters. 
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Julv ; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

Those who desire to have the series complete can be suj^lied with the 
back numbers at the original subscription price. 

The last volume, uicefy bound in cloth, may be had at the office, Ibr |8 00 
and free by mail for t2.ra ; cloth cases fur binding may be had at the ofiBoe 
for 25 cents, and free by mail for 84 cents. 

%* Tub Mkdioal Tuixs is published every Saturday morning, and la 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of the eountiy. As a 
medium for immediate communication with the medical professloik of the 
United States, it offers unsurpassed facilities to those desiring to advertise 
Medical Colleges and Schools, hue Works, Surgical Appliances, Instruments 
oi every kin(t Drugs and Medicines, etc, etc Toe foUowins terms of 
ttuisient advertisemenu may bo modified by special oontraot for penn*- 
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THB HIGH MEDICINAL CHARACTER WHICH 

EFFERTESCElfT SELTZER APERIElfT 

Has obtained among pbyileUinB gpntenRji bas drawn from aa emliieilt 
and very dlstingaiBhed member of the medical profcBslon of this oltj 
the following testimonial of its merits. We omit his name, luowing it 
to be the wish of the profession, as a rule, to avoid poblicity in con 
nexion with proprietary articles. 

TSSTIMOlflAL. 

MF. JAMES TAREANT. 

Sib:— I have carefiiUy examined, and in many cases prescribed the 
medicine which yon presented me, and am happy to bear my testimony 
in its fkvor. 

It has long been a desideratum with the profession to obtain a cathartic 
at onoe mild and pleasant, which should combine also the propertiee 
which exist in 

TARRANTS KPPBRVESCENT SELTZER APERIENT. 

In those cases where there is an excess of acid in the stomach and 
bowels, producing the nsnal concomitanta, Flatulency, Heartburn, dM- 
tirenesB, etc, the SelUsr Aperient in my hands has proved indeed a va- 
luable remedy. Oathartics are generally obnoxtons to children, disguise 
them as you may; in many cases, however, in which I hare administered 
your Apsri&nt to childreUf they have readily taken It, and frequently 
asked me to repeat the dose. To persons risiting warm climates it will 
prove a medicine of much value. 

I'he fISclUty with which it may be administered, and the elegant man- 
nnr tn whioh it is elTered to the pabHc, give it a claim to general notice 
which its intrinsic merits fully support 

(Signed) , MJ). 

New York City. 

The Aptrimd is in the form of a powder, carefully put ap in flint glass 

bottles, to keep in any climate, and merely requires water poured upon It 

to prodnoe a delightful eflSerresoent draught. 

Manufactured only by 

TAKRANT A CO., 

its Greenwich, cor. Warren St., 
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The ''Fifth Avenue Pharmacy, 

157 FIFTH AVE., BET. 21ST and 22d ST. 

J. P. FILER, PioPareroB, 

JOHN CANAYAN, PnABMACXcnsx. 

The Undersigned would beg to inform the Medical ProftesloB that he 

is again in business at the above establishment where, hsrlng the 

entire control of the Pharmaceutical Department, he will ba ansbled 

to carry on business as formerly for himseH 

Respeotftilly, 

JOHN CANAYAN. 
N.6.— Medicines at all hours, day and night 

New Yord Ophthahnic School. — 
lectures on Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery will be delivered 
at the N. Y. Ophthalmic Hoepital, corner 4th Ave. and 88th at, eyery 
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the attending surgeons. The Lectures will be illustrated by Dissections, 
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CLINICAL LECTURES 

DELIYSRED AT THE BELLEVUE HOSPITAL, 
By STEPHEN SMITH, M.D., 

or PBOrOIPLXS of ftUXOBT W THB BXLUTirS HOSPITAL XSD. OOLLXOX. 
OOVTTUSION OF THE SKULL BONES.* 
{C(melud4d fiwn pag4 88.) 

Although miuriea of the head not attended with fracture 
are among the most frequent accidents which we meet in 
practice, contusion of the bones of the skull is of compa- 
ratively infrequent occurrence. The great" majority of 
injuries to the external parts of the head result in rapid 
recovery, or terminate in unimportant local affections. But 
contusion of the cranial bones is exceedingly liable at-some 
not very remote day to prove fatal. In the case just nar- 
rated, a ciasacal example of this latter form of injury we 
have the various stages of the local changes inducedf well 
inarked by symptoms and sequela. It wffl prove instruc- 
tiye, therefore, to review the principal features of this case 
with a view to discriminate between contusion of bone 
aad other injuries of the head not attended with fracture. 

Fhfst, what is meant by contusion of the skull-bones 
wd what are the changes which follow ? The nature of 
the injury is that of a bruise of the bone, affecting espe- 
cially the external teble and diploe. During the week fol- 
lowing the receipt of the injury the patient remained quiet, 
and the external wound closed. But the injury to the 
hope was not so easily remedied. Inflammation of the 
oiploe had been established, and was doubtless in progress 
at the time the patient was dismissed cured. This inflara- 
nifttion extended slowly to the external and internal cover- 
ing of the bone, and both were at once implicated. Then 
waa set up that train of symptoms which the patient ex- 
hibited on entering this hospital He was ^uflfering from 
tnfiammation of the dura mater and pericranium. Pus 
formed between these membranes and the bone, giving us 
wrtemally the puffy purulent tumor, and internally a col- 
leetion above the dura mater, and creating sufficient pres- 
■ore on the brain to cause coma, and finally hemiplegia. 
The separation of the pericranium and dura mater Ted to 
the death of the bone as far as the nourishmg coverings 
were detached, which in this case was of remarkable ex- 
tent. The (^ration performed was designed to evacuate 
tbe pus accumulated between the dura mater and bone and 
Ifaus relieve one of the most dangerous symptoms. 'The 
pointa of interest, then, in the pathology of severe contu- 
aon of the sknU bones are : That in&mmation is esU- 
blisfaed in the diploe, which, extending, involves the peri- 
enaninm and dura mater: these membranes separatmg 
from the bone, necrosis foMowa to the extent to which 
theae coverings are detached ; pus also forms between the 
dni» irn^T and bone, causing dangerous pressure upon the 
btmin. It must be understood that the internal inflamma- 
tion is not always so hafmilyhmited, as in this case, to the 
dnr» mater. Frequently it extends to the arachnoid and 
pa mater, leading to the formation of purulent collections 
beiK*th the dur» mater, either in the cavity of the arach- 
MMd, or still more deeply. This latter dass of cases ahnost 
mvariably prove fiitaL 

Let us now examine a little in detail the features of this 
•wo which are the most characteristic and instructive. 
We first notice the nature of the instrument with which 
tbe miwj was inflicted. It is stated to have been the 
margin of a shovel, that is» an instrument with a dull edge. 
»ow, this is an important feet Blows deah with such 
veapoos are more ^>t to prodnoe contusion of bone than 
ri)erp inslrumeatB, hke a heavy kni fe, or sword, or 
* Omtmakm^ mlipiriiittd coammKoa 1a the praoedinf niunbor 
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very blunt instruments, like a club, are employed. Sharp- 
edged weapons may penetrate the bone, but they will 
incise its structure ; while blows with a club will either 
bruise the scalp, or, if greater violence is used, fracture the 
skull, with or without serious injury to the brain and its 
coverings. This latter fact was remarkably illustrated 
during the riots last summer. A large number of persons 
were brought to the hospital suffering from injuries of tbe 
head, the result of blows with clubs. Frequently the 
injuries were inflicted by the pohcemen's clubs, which are 
round and smooth. In many cases the injuries were 
limited to the scalp, and ultimately did well. In others, 
however, the skull was fractured by these wessons, ana 
oftentimes to a remarkable extent In none of theee 
cases was there a train of symptoms developed like that 
you have heard. But frequently a patient enters the wards 
with only a slight scalp wound, inflicted perchance with a 
butcher's cleaver (a fiivorite weapon), or the edge of a 
shovel, or some similar instrument, and though there are 
no local appearances or general symptoms to indicate futux« 
trouble, the case is one that should from the first excite 
grave apprehensions. 

Again, let us note the immediate effect of the injury. 
The wound is described as a lacerated scalp wound, about 
two inches in length. Now, such a wound, in itself, is not 
suggestive of any more serious results than an ordinary 
lesion of the scalp. But taken in connexion with the 
nature of the instrument employed, and the stunning effect 
produced, we have good grounds to fear the develop- 
ment of more important symptoms. Under such circum- 
stances we should proceed on the supposition that the vio- 
lence has been expended direcUy upon the bone, and re- 
motely upon the brain and its coverings. It is further 
stated, also, that this patient immediatelv entered a hospi- 
tal, where he remained a week when he was discharged 
cured. But was he cured ? Certainly not The wound, 
it is true, was healed ; there was only tenderness at the 
seat of the injury ; there were no local or general symp- 
tonas. And yet he left the hospital at the most critical 
period in tbe historv of the case. An inflammation was 
impending in bruised structures, both hard and soft, which 
required onlv the stimulus of physical and mental excite- 
ment to be developed with fatal violence. 

With a knowledge of the nature of the injury, and of 
the subsequent changes which it effected, what are the 
indications for treatment at this stage of the case ? Long 
continued rest is undoubtedly Uie most important saf<^uard 
against subsequent evils in every severe contusion of the 
soft or hard parts. While incised wounds heal rapidly, 
with UttJe tendency to inflammation, bruised tissues, frt>m 
the partial disorganization produced by the injury, recover 
slowly, and witli strong predisposition to suppurative in« 
flammation. In every bruised tissue there is doubtless 
some local death produced ] some total loss of molecular 
vitality suddenly superadded to the normal waste of the 
part. There ia also a disturbance of the circulation ; blood- ♦ 
vessels are more or less contused, lose their vitality, and 
become merely enlarged channels in which the blood cir^ 
culates freely^ or stagnates. Here are two conditions 
strongly predisposing to inflammation— -an enfeebled vita- 
lity of tissue and a languid or internq)ted circulation. 
Rest, mechanical and physiological, is imperatively required 
to relieve the injured part as &r as possible of additional 
tissue-changes, and of the local determination of blood. 
It was equally important that the mind should be at rest, 
for the remote effects of the injury were expended upon 
the brain and its meninges at die point of contact The 
patient should be placed upon an unstimulating diet, aad 
rest enjoined for two or three weeks. The period of 
greatest liability to the supervention of inflanmiation is 
between the eighth and sixteenth days. I cannot impress 
upon ^our minds too stronigl^ the importance of closely 
watching your patient at this tmie. It is the only occasion 
when you can be certain that your remedies will aviul 
anything towards the sucosssftd issue of the case. 



60 ▲iDMfeiuiMtdiodTim.t. MILES ON GUNSHOT FRACTURES OF THE E:NEE40INT. 



Jan.M,18ML 



When the patient entered this ho^ital, you will recol- 
lect that his symptoms were severe pain in the head^ fever, 
intolerance of light and sound, and finally, after several 
days, delirium, aftemating with stupor, and soon after well 
marked hemiplegia. Meantime there had arisen at the seat 
of the injury a puffy tumor, which gradually extended over 
the parietal and part of the frontal region. The severe 
pain clearly indicated that the inflammation developed in 
the bone had involved the dura mater and pericranium at 
the period of his admission. The subsequent symptoms 
show its progressive extension, the separation of both 
membranes from the parietal bone, and the formation of 
pus between them and the bone. That which accumulated 
externally formed, together with gases, the pufify tumor 
of the scalp, and that^ collecting above the dura mater, 
caused the symptoms of cerebral compression. At the 
first svmptom of inflammation the treatment should be 
severely antiphlogistic. Not only is rest now positively 
required, but constant derivation of saline cathartics should 
be early secured and long maintained. Venesection was 
formerly always recommended, and in many cases is a 
useful remedy. Comparison of well authenticated cases 
phows that in injuries of the head, involving inflammation 
of the meninges, much the largest percentage of cures fol- 
lowed repeated venesections. It is not a measure to be 
discarded, but should be employed judiciously where the 
patient is of a iuU habit. But in hospital practice we have 
in veratrum virido an arterial sedative which in general 
answers every purpose, without the permanent depression 
which follows venesection. In the use of this or any other 
drug in these cases, we should be careful to avoid inducing 
vomiting. If these symptoms yield, the period at which 
the patient is allowed to resume his business must depend 
upon circumstances ; he should return to it cautiously and 
gradually, and it is unsafe for him to become actively em- 
ployed, especially mentally, under many months. At the 
first symptom of cerebral disturbance he should again 
resume the treatment just presented. At the period at 
which I first saw the patient there was evidently a separa- 
tion of the pericranium, and a formation of pus beneath it, 
over the entire parietal bone. Pott, who first described 
this disease, regarded this " pufiy, circumscribed, indolent 
tumor of the scalp, and a spontaneous separation of the 
pericranium fit)m the skull under such tumor," as good 
evidenoe of the accumulation of pus between the dura 
mater and skull It was certain that an efiusion had taken 
place upon or within the Inrain, giving rise to the symptoms 
of compression, but experience proves that it is not always 
located above the dura mater, when the puffy tumor exists. 
But with all the uncertainty of being able to reach the 
efiusion and relieve the compression with the trephine, the 
surgeon has but one course left to pursue, and that is an 
operatioD. If the pus is above the dura mater, as in this 
case, great and permanent relief may follow. If immedi- 
ately beneath the dura mater, indicated by the non-pulsa- 
tion of this membrane, and its tendency to protrude at the 
opening, it is safe to evacuate the pus by incision. In the 
subsequent treatment of the case, no rules can be pre- 
scribed ; symptoms should guide in the use of remedies. 
The case will probably terminate fatally when it has passed 
to the stage of formation of pus within the cranium. 

The amount of bone separated in this case is very unu- 
aoal, yet it has been exceeded. A case was reported in a 
Qanad i an medical journal several years ago in which a large 
P|Ortion of the top of the cranium separated without any se- 
rious ill effects Mowing, A case is reported in which the 
entire skull-cap came bodily away two years after the 
receipt of a blow. 



The death of Jobxph Hsivrt Gexeh, President of the 
Medical Council, is announced in the Si^lii^ journals. He 
occupied a position in the profession only second -to that of 
9rodie, 
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BE3CARES OK THE 

CONSERVATIVE TREATMENT OF GUN-SHOT 
FRACTURES OF THE KNEE-JOINT. 

Bt B. B. miles, M.D. 

▲omra Assv-sinMSON, u. b. ▲. jamyib axx^i. ■obpral, baliixobx. 

These injuries, always numerous in warfare, offer manj 
subjects for the consideration of the military surgeon. Mo 
class of wounds includes so many cases that fiEta under his 
prolonged care. This war has established the fiict that in 
all forms of gunshot fractures, and especially fractures of • 
the long bones, the position of the wounded limb is of the 
greatest importance ; and that extension and counttf-ez* 
tension are our true resources. 

As a general rule, primary amputation should nevei: fol- 
low ordinary fractures below the knee-joint from rifle-balls; 
and in gunshot fractures of the thigh in the upper third, 
the danger attending amputation is so great that the qoee- 
tion is open for discussion, whether it is safe to endeavor to 
save the limb or to amputate. In our imperfect know- 
ledge we are not always justifiable in operating, while afl 
will agree that it is more ^important to save the limb than 
to amputate. During the Crimean war, particular attentioa 
was oirected to this question, and it was generally ocm- 
ceded that the advanced experience in conservative sur- 
gery would lead to many such cases terminating favorably, 
with preservation of the limb, which would previously 
have been amputated. In the surgical history <k the Cn- 
mean war we learn that 14 out of 174 cases of compound 
fractures of the femur among the men, and 5 cases out of 
20 among the officers recovered, and those were selected 
cases for the experiment of preserving the limb intact. 
Amputations of tne thigh were very faUl in their resalts^ 
the recoveries among Uie men being in the upper third 
43.3 per cenl of all treated. Among the officers it was 
more favorable. In considering the results of gunshot 
fractures of the femur, the situation of the injury is of vaet 
importance in regard to the chances of recovenr, either 
with or without amputation ; as for amputation it has heea 
abandoned, except when large blood-vessels and nerves are 
impUcated. To this practice our surgeons have been 
guided by the accumulation of the records of the present 
war. In the Surgical History of the Crimean war this 
feet is shown in the results of amputations ; but there is ao 
record of those cases without amputation. Dr, Madeod 
was able to discover only three cases of compound firaotnre 
of the upper third of the femur that recovered without am- 
putation. 

The Femur is the most powerful and most compact in 
its structure of all the long bones of the body, ana when 
fractured, the lesion is generally rendered compound by 
the direct contact of the missile with the bone ; bat the 
fracture is sometimes simple when caused by indirect pro- 
iectiles, such as stones and spent balls. These iojuiies are 
liable to become further aggravated by the fracture extend- 
ing into the joint \ and again, joints may be opened hf 
missiles without f^parent lesions of any portion of the bone 
extending into their structure. In compound firacturesthe 
periosteum is generally torn from the bone, and the medal- 
uury membrane is either crushed, or involved in inflamma- 
tion to a certain extent, and in a minority of cases necroe» 
is limited by the extent to which these membranes are 
torn away : and it is here that the subject of py» mi a shoul d 
be mentioned, as met with in gunshot injuries of bones, and 
especially those of the Ions bones in whidi the canal is 
opened and splintered. The probable oanaee of thia ax% 
1st the prolonged supparative stage; 2d. the irritation 
caused by the sharp edges increased by transpcatatiGn ; 
3d. the thrombosis m t^ bone leading to. the veins being 
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itB local source : 4tb, depressed vital powers (which are not 
uncommon to our soldiers) ; 6th, exposure to impure at- 
mo^heric air so frequently found by the congregation 
in our wards, of patients with suppurating wounds ; and 
6th, the depraved constitutional condition of our sol- 
diers with a tendency to scurvy, prediq>osing to the ab- 
•orplion of pus by the veins, l^ese are me principal 
agents favorable to its development and course. My ob» 
serration has led me to believe that certain individuus are 
more predi^)08ed to pyesmic poisoi> than others in similar 
drcnmstances ; for instance, in a gunshot wound of the 
ftmur in whidi there was no fracture or splintering, but 
only a small portion of the periosteum torn off, and the 
sbalt contused by the ball, severe inflammation followed, 
the medullary canal became fiUed with pus, and the patient 
died from pysmia. This case occurred in this hospital 

Aiter a battle, when the arrangements will admit of it, 
the wounded should receive surgical attention previous to 
being tranq)orted to the regimental or general field hospi- 
tals. A slight dressing and judicious directions to the Utter- 
bearers may be the means of saving many a soldier's life. 

It now becomes the duty of the surgeon to explore the 
womidfl, and of all instruments for conducting this examin- 
ation the finger of the surgeon is most appropriate. 1st 
The direction of the wound can be ascertained without any 
disturbance of the structures involved. 2d. If any bones 
fi^M^red, the length, position, shape, number, and 
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looseness, may be ascertained. 3d. The nnger will detect 
more readily the presence of foreign bodies. Particular 
attention should be paid to the exit of the ball After the 
removal of all loose and detached portions of bone, all fur- 
ther examination riiould be regarded as meddlesome inter- 
iBvence which may cost the pat^t his life. 

There is much discussion prevailing respecting the unit- 
ing of fractures of the femur vnthout riiortening, and from 
the time of Hippocrates down to the present date the pro- 
ftsBion has been divided ; one side declaring tliat shortening 
of the limb may be prevented, and the other positively 
denying it Now, in the study of the arrangements of the 
mnadee of the lower extremity we are convinced liiat tiie 
api^ication of extension is of the greatest service when the 
mnb is in a horiaontal position, and in the anterior suspen- 
wory apparatus, or Buck's apparatus. When Uie former 
iptmt is properly ^plied with two stationary bandages at 
ekoh extremity and an independent bandage with suit- 
able cords, it is all that is absolutely necessary to complete 
the apparatus. The dangers attending wounded joints are 
influenced by a variety of circumstances. In young per- 
■ODS such wounds are attended with less severity than at a 
■Kve advanced age, and a good constitution is more favor- 
able for the conservative treatment than one broken down 
hj prolonged debauchery. In the treatment of wounded 
jomts it is of the highest importance to proctu^ if possible 
immediate union, and to prevent or check the spread of 
inflammation. The size of the wound, and the degree of 
Tiolence which has been inflicted on the joint^ also demand 
our attention. 

The limb must be carefully secured on a splint, and fixed 
in that position which will be most advantageous to 
tbe patient ; and as perfect immobility is of the greatest 
impG^tance, the splint must be so ^pUed as to prevent any 
•rtKolar motion. There is no sphnt, in my opinion, so 
peifeotly adapted to all the requirements of an injured 
joint as the anterior suspensory i^paratns. The immediate 
and oootinued irrigation with cold water is of the greatest 
advantage in subduing inflammation. When matter has 
been formed, its free exit must be afforded by enlarging t^e 
original opemngs. Now all that remains to' complete the 
core is more experience, patience, andperseverance. 

Cm L — Oompamtd vonrnmuied Iradure of^ Thighj 
mmed hy a MinU jM7.— Private Wm. W. Sands, aged 
87 years, belonging to the 24th Regt Michigali Vols., was 
-woonded at the battle of Qettjrsburg^ July 1st 1863. The 
bafi itnidc the outer side of the right thign, passed ixL 
li a ctiHad and oommtmited the right femur, and passed 



directl;^ through the limb. The fracture of the femur was 
at the junction of the middle and lower thirds of the bone. 
The patient states that the amount of hsdmorrhage was 
great, but that the shock to his constitution was slight; he 
at first only experienced a sharp, stinging pain in the right 
thigL It was early in the day when he was wounded, 
and after the fire had slackened he was carried off the fiela 
to the General Hospital, and his thigh placed in the anterior 
sui|pensory apparatus. The suppuration is described as 
being copious, and yet laudable in color and consistency. 
The wounds caused by the entrance and exit of the ball 
healed kindly, and rendered no floiher annoyance. At the 
end of two months from the time of receiving the injury, 
the splints were removed, and it was found that the frag'* 
ments had united firmly, and he was accordingly allowed 
to move about on crutches. He was transferred to this 
hospital November 11th, 1863. By actual measurement of 
the limb, and comparing it with its fellow, it is ascertained 
that the shortening amounts to three-quarters of an inch, 
with almost perfect use of the hip, knee, and ankle-joints. 
Since his admission to this hospital the general condition <^ 
the patient has improved rapidly, and ne is now movinff 
about freely. Many small pieces of bone were removed 
as they beoune detached, and Ms case bids fair to be most 
happy in its result 

C/A8E 11. — Compound ComminuM Fraetwrt ofihe Thigh 
hy a MinU jajS—Private Richard E. Arthur, aped 23 
years, belonging to the 3d Regiment Michigan vols., waa 
wounded at the battle of Gettysburg July 1st, 1863. The 
ball struck the outer side of the nght thigh, passing in, 
fiinctured and comminuted the right femur, and passed on 
and lodged under the sartorius muscle, over the femoral 
artery. The fracture of the femur was at the junction of 
the middle and upper thirds. The patient states that the 
amount of h»morraa|?e waa small, and that the shock to 
his constitution was euight ; he at first experienced only a 
sharp, stinging pain in the thigh. It was late in the day 
when he was wounded, and consequently it was niriit b^ 
for^ he was carried to the General Hospital fie was 
transferred to this hospital July 10th, and an examination 
with the finger found no loose fragments, and the Hmb 
was placed in the anterior su^nsory apparatus. The sup- 
puration was copious, yet laudable in color and consistency. 
The ball was removed August 4th, and the wounds caused 
by the en^imce of the ball and the knife healed kindly, 
and rendered no further annoyance. At the end of six 
weeks fix>m the time of receiving the injury, the splint was 
removed, and it was found that the fragments had united 
firmly, and he was accordingly allowed to niove about on 
crutcnes. By actual measurement of the limb, and com- 
paring it with its fellow, it is ascertained that the shortenh^ 
amounts to one inch, with useful joints ; in fact, I think 
they are equally as good as those of the opposite limb. 
His general condition has improved rapidly, many small 
pieces of bone have been removed, and his case promises 
to be most happy in its results. 

Case IH— Uompowid Comminuted Fracture ofihe Thigh, 
eauaed hy a Mxnii JfeiS.— Private R. Pettit, aged 18 y ear^ 
belonging to the 82d Regt New York Vols., was wounded 
at the battle of Gettysburg, July 1st, 1863. The ball 
struck the outer ade of tiie left thigh, passinjf on. fractured 
and comminuted the left femur, ana passed directly through 
the limb. The fracture of the femur was at the junction of 
the lower and middle thirds. The patient states ^lat the 
hssmorrhage was slight, and that the shock to his constita- 
tion was very severe; he at first experienced a sharp, 
stinging pwn in the left thigh. It was early in the evening 
when ne was wounded^ and he was not carried off the 
field until dark, when he was placed in the General Hospi- 
tal The thigh was placed in the anterior su5)€n80i3r H>- 
paratus. The suppuration is described as being copkras. 
yet laudable in color and consistency. The wounds caused 
by the ball healed kindly, and rendered no further annoy- 
ance. At the end of two months fit>m the time of receiv- 
ing Uie injury, tlie splint was removed, and it was fbond 
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that the fragments had united firmly, and he was accord- 
ingly allowed to move about on crutches. He was trans- 
ferred to this hospital July 9th, 1863. By actual measure- 
ment of the limb, and comparing it with the other, it is 
ascertained that the shortening amounts to one-half of an 
inch, with ahnost perfect motion of the joints. His gene- 
ral condition has been good ; many small pieces of bone 
came away from time to time, and his case bids fair to be 
most happ^ in its results. 

Case Iv. — Compound Comminuted Fracture of the Thigh 
caused by a Minik BaU. — Private D. Adams, aged 31 years, 
belonging to the 19th Regt Indiana Vols., was wounded at 
the battle of Gettysburg, July Ist, 1863. The ball struck 
the inner side of the lefl thigh, passing on, fractured and 
comminuted the left femur, and made its exit four inches 
below Poupart's ligament. (The wound of the thigh was 
received wnilst lying on his back with his knapsack under 
him from wounds through the right leg and left side.) The 
fracture of the femur was in the upper third of the bone. 
The patient states that the amount of haemorrhage was 
small, and that the shock to his constitution was slight. 
He was wouded in the morning, and he remained on the 
field five days without any attention, before he was carried 
to the general hoi^ital. The thigh was placed in the ante- 
rior suspensory apparatus. The suppuration is described 
as being copious, yet laudable in color and consistency. 
The wounds caused by the entrance and exit of the ball 
liealed kindly, and rendered no further annoyance. At the 
«nd of one month and a half from the time of receiving the 
iogury the splint was removed, and it was found that the 
fragments had united firmly with a slight lateral curvature, 
and he was accordingly allowed to move about on crutches. 
He was transferred to this hospital November 17th^ 1863. 
By actual measurement of the hmb, and comparing it with 
its fellow, it is ascertained that the shortening amounts to 
one indi, with almost perfect use of the hip and ankle 
joints. Since his admission into this hospital the general 
oondition of the patient has improved rapioly, and his case 
bids fair to be most happy in its results. 

Case y. — Ghinshot Wound of the Knee- Joint ccmsed by a 
Mmii BaU {supposed), — Corporal J. Zweifel, aged 23 years, 
belonging to the 6th Regt. Wisconsin Vols., was wounded 
at the batUe of Gettysburg, July 1st, 1863. The ball struck 
the outer side of the right leg, in a line between the outer 
tuberosity of the femur and external tuberosity of the tibia, 
passing in, fractured and comminuted the right patella, and 
pMsed out directly through an opening ov^ the patella, 
l^e patient states that uie amount of hsemorrhaee was 
small, and that the shock to his constitution was slight ; he 
experienced no pain until the day afler. It was between 
eleven and twelve o'clock in the day when he was 
wounded, and, according to his statement, he managed to 
crawl half a mile to a house, where he remained two days 
without any surgical treatment ; he was then carried to the 
general hospital, and simple dressings applied. He was 
tnmsferred to this hospital July 19th, 18^ ; and an exa- 
.imnaticm with the finger found seven small pieces of loose 
fragments, which were removed, and the limb was placed 
in an anterior suspensory apparatus. The suppuration was 
copious, yet laudable in color and consistency ; the wounds 
are heiding kindly. At the end of five months f^om the 
time of receiving the injury the ^lint was removed, and it 
was found that the thigh and leg had not emaciated, and 
that there was a very slightly perceptible di^erence be- 
tween the sound and injured jomts. Bj actual measure- 
ment of the limb, and comparing it with its fellow, it is 
aaeertained that there is no shortenm^. His general condi- 
tion is and has been very good, and m a short time he will 
iMkve a venr serviceable limb. 

0a8B VL Chmr§kot Wound of Enee-Joint^ eaueed hy a 
Bound jBd^— Sergeant Mahoney, aged 19 years, belong- 
kig to the 15th Keriment, Massachusetts Volunteers, was 
wounded at the batUe of G^tt^sburff, July Ist^ 1863. The 
ball struck the outer side of the left Icnee-joint, passing 
through «nitered the right knee-joint^ and paased on fhko- 



turin^ the patella^ external tuberosity of the tibia, and 
styloid process of the fibula, and lodged. He was also 
wounded in the fece by a ball entering just above the right 
Ky^omatic process, and passing transversely across, made its 
exit at the lefl ala of the nose, carrying away several teeth. 

The patient states that the amount of hesmorrhage was 
small, and the shock to his constitution was slight; he 
at first experienced only a sharp, stinging pain in Uie face. 
It was early in the day when he was wounded, and he was 
removed almost immediately to the General Hospital He 
was transferred to'^his hospital July 15(h, 1863, and on 
examination the ball was foimd at the styloid process of 
the fibula. When it was removed, on introducing my 
finger I discovered fragments of loose bone, which were 
removed, and proved to be the styloid process of the fibula, 
a portion of the external tuberosity of the tibia, and seve- 
ral pieces of the patella. The right limb was then placed 
in the anterior suspensory apparatus. The suppuration 
was copious and laudable m color and consistency. The 
wounds have healed kindly, and render no further annoy- 
ance. At the end of four months from the time of receiv- 
ing the injuries the splint was removed, and the limb was 
found by actual measurement to be of the same length as 
its fellow, though emaciated ; but there was no perceptible 
difference in the knee-joints. His case promises to be most 
happy in its results, and a very useful and serviceabls 
Umb. 

His general condition has improved rapidly. 

LETTER FROM DR. PETERS. 

[To the Editor of the Ahxbioaf Medical Taas.] 
Sir: — ^In connexion with the very interesting cases re- 
ported above by Dr. Miles, I take the liberty of adding my 
recent hurried observations in examining twenty-five gun- 
shot compound firactures of the femur. 

The men were all rebels, and were wounded at the bat-* 
tie of Gettysburg. They had been treated till recently in 
the neighborho(m of the field, and were sent to a hospital 
in this city used for prisoners of war, and were on their 
way to be exchanged. I had but a short time to examine 
their individual cases, and consequently cannot give details. 
The men were Iving side by side in one large ward, and 
presented a sight rarely met with in military surgery. 
JSach case was accurately measured by me, and the greatest 
amount of shortening was found to be four inches, while 
the smallest amount was about one and a quartor inches. 
The average was over two inches, and in only one instance 
was there no lateral or backward bowing of me thigh. At 
least three-fourths of the cases had more or less lateral 
bearine at the seat of injury, and in the remainder the 
union had taken place in a zigzag manner. In one of the 
cases a vast amount of new bony matter had been thrown 
out, causing an immense bony callus, larger than I had 
ever before witnessed in similar cases, inclining me to con- 
sider it an involucrum, containing a sequestrum. My time 
was so limited that I was enabled to look at only a few of 
the wounds, but they were all (six months after the injury) 
still open, and were discharging various quantities oli pus. 
It was thought that in several of them there was no more 
dead bone to come away, and that the wounds were dos- 
ing. Not one of the men was able to get out of his bed, 
altnough, after considerable eflfort, the minority could raise 
their limbs and exercise them unanisted, showing the 
firagments had united. Three or four of the oases, ic ap* 
peared to me, would eventually have to submit to ampnti^ 
tion, as their limbs were useless from deformity, ana ex* 
tensive diaease of the bones at the seat of the firactures. I 
noticed that in two of the cases the femond artery had 
been ligated in Scarpa's space, in order, as the patients said, 
^ to 6top the bleeding," which was secondary. At least 
one half of them had been wounded in the lower third of 
the limb (these were the most favorable cases), while the 
others had their fractures located at the middle and upper 
thirds (these last were the most seriously wounded). The 
general condition of all the men was &r above my expee- 
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tatioiss of finding tliem, considering they were piisoners of 
war, and liable more or less to nostalgia. They were cheer- 
ful, and freely expressed the hope that their limbs would 
be saved and that they would prove of service to them. 
The treatment they had received was, in my opinion, in 
conformity with the laws of conservative surgery, yet it 
seemed to me had a little more care been given to exten- 
sion and counter-extension there would have been less 
diortentng and deformity. In no surgical cases are the 
sorgeon's exertions more taxed than in these, and he must 
be an expert dresser if he desires favorable results. We 
are taught 'by these and similar statistics how much repara- 
tive power nature truly possesses under even mental 
depression. 

Dewitt 0. Peters, 
Assistant Swrgeon U, & A. 



EPILEPSY OP RETINA, 

AND nS CONNEXION WITH GLAUCOMA. 

By JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D. 

Iw tho first part of the fourth volume of the Royal Ophthal- 
mic Hospital Reports will be found an article by Dr. J. 
Hughlings Jackson, of London, entitled: "Observations on 
Defects of Sight in Brain-Disease." The caption which I 
employ for the present communication^ though it may well 
strike as a novelty the minds of thinkmg members of the 
profession, partially finds its justification in that article ; and 
ita appropriateness will, I hope, become patent on a careful 
consideration of the subject 

Before entering on its discussion, I must bring to the 
notice of my readers two of the more recent doctrines of 
pathological neuro-physiology. These doctrines, it is true, 
•re at the present moment still merely hypothetical, but 
emanating fix>m two physiologists of such eminence as 
Brown-S^uard and Donders, they rightfully claim our 
respectful attention, of which they will yet become more 
worthy if further researches and direct experiments prove 
the practical connexion which I shall endeavor to establish 
between them. Should future observation confirm a rela- 
tionship in the pathogenesis of epilepsy and glaucoma, or 
rather show these two diseases more than analogous, i. c. 
identicai as affecting the visual apparatus, this fact, with 
the two theoretical propositions made by the physiologists 
named, mdependentiy of each other, will be most fruitful for 
the advancement of neuro-pathology. 

Donders supposes that the iimuence of certain nerves 
IMwduoes an increase of secretion of the fluid contents of the 
ej^)aU, and that such influence gives rise to that peculiar 
form of ocular disease called ^ucoma simplex. Before 
XXmderB propoimded this theory, glaucoma was considered 
a n inflamma tory disease causing intra-ocular pressure, and its 
nnmeroos symptoms — dilatation of the pupil^ loss of sensi- 
tiveness of the cornea, excavation of the optic nerve, per- 
cep^e pokation in the retinal arteries, etc., etc., were 
aoeoTOted for as depending upon such pressure. To tiiis 
latter qrmptom particularlv I draw the reader's attention for 
my p resent purpose. This hypothesis of Donders^ that 
nervooB inAoenoe is the canse of an increase of secretion in 
giaacomay it will be seen hereafter must be somewhat 
modified. I intend to show that nervous influences produce 
contraotion of the branches of t^e retinal artery, and that by 
the diminution of the quantity of blood in the vessels, or by 
the diminution of lateral pressure in the arteries, a partial 
▼acoum is prodnoedi wfaidi in its turn induces hypo-secre- 
tioa of the dwroid. "^ 

The tension of the fluids of the eye is in the normal state 
moeh less than that of the arterial blood. A considerable 
preflsure may be exerted on the eyeball without interfering 
with its artfloial circttlation ; only after the pressure becomes 
80 ^eat that with the appearance of the arterial pulsation 
daraw ths diastole of the heart the arteries of the papilla 
renam M ea d-e topty, the tension of the fluids of the eye 



becomes nearly equal to that of the blood. If, as direct ex- * 
periments have shown, an increasing pressure is exetted on 
a normal eye, the moment arterial pulsation appears, as 
shown by the ophthalmoscope, the visual functions are im- 
paired. The effects of manual pressure on the eyeball are 
thus shown to be identical with the periodic impairments of 
vision in glaucoma simplex, for it is immatenal whether 
nervous influence or pre^^ure from without^ by causing con- * 
traction of the retinal arteries, produces a lessening of the 
circulating blood. 

Brown-S^quard's theory referred to is, that during epi- • 
leptic attacks the loss of consciousness is coetaneous With 
contraction (relative emptiness) of the blood-vessels of the 
brain. The cause of this contraction must, I take it^ necea- 
sarily be sought in nervous influence. 

Now, J. Hughlin^ Jackson, in the article already referred 
to, suggests for visual disturbances preceding epileptic 
attacks, or occurring idi(^thically — ^in which he has found 
emptiness of the retinal vessels—the term epilepsy of the 
retina, and I regard this designation an exceedingly happy 
one. With him we may arguo "just as the man (a case of 
epilepsy mentioned by him, in which blindness was one of 
the symptoms) had had epilepsy and loss of function of the 
brain, so we might say he had temporary epilepsy of the ' 
retina or optic nerves." 

The following case is related by Dr. Sackown as an instance 
of epilepsy of the retina : — " One morning Julia W.. a middle- 
aged woman, came to me, saying that for five whole minutes 
she was blind. She was at the time seated, peeling potatoes. 
Her blindness came on suddenly. It was not total darkness, 
but * dark,* which was the word she used herself in describ- 
ing it It was not from failure of accommodation. I asked 
her to look through a very strong convex-glass. It was not 
hke tiiat, she said. It was not spots, nor specks, nor clouds, 
nor colors. When I saw her a minute afterwards, she 
could read well with each eye, and the fundus of each, as 
seen by the ophthalmoscope, was normal. She had head- 
ache across tne forehead, which continued the next day. 
She said it felt * tight' across the forehead. She had no 
giddiness. She was regular, but subject to dyspepsia." 

I have myself had three attacks of this trouble, of which 
the first particularly alarmed me very much, and will always 
be visibly remembered. At the time they occurred I con- 
sidered them as the consequence of temporary choroidal- 
hyperssmia. Now I do not hesitate to call them attacks of 
retinal epilepsy. In May, 1861, while lying on a lounge at 
home, on the southern side of the street, with a large garden 
opposite, reading a newspaper of small print, I suddenly saw 
a cloud passing between me and the paper, which, within 
a few moments, expanded and enveloped me in a kind of 
semi-obscurity of a dark grey-greenish color. I could not 
see my hand before my eyes, the obscurity was uniform, 
whether I turned my head against the window, or towards 
the background of the room. I remained lying on the 
lounge for some minutes, the cloud changing neither in 
color nor in extent, when suddenly — ^my eyes were widely 
open — the figures of the carpet appeared indistinctiy before 
me. and soon the other objects in the room became gradually 
visible — the visual field enlarging from downwards upwards. 
In a few seconds the whole trouble had disappeared, and I 
could resume my reading. My right eye is amblyopic 
(aouteness of vision ^j) in consequence of a rii^t diverging 
strabismus, my lefl one myopic (,»j). The right eye does 
not participate in the " common act of vision." Twice 
since, in August and September, 1861, I s^xn had similar 
attacKs, which lasted about as lone as the first^ and ended * 
always in a clearing up of the doud bom the lower part of 
the field of vision. The third attack took pfece while I waa 
walking in the street The attacks were not attended br 

Eain, or any sensation in the head or eyeball. My healtn 
as always been perfect, and I do not know of any prbnary 
cause to which I mi^t attribute the trouble. 

There is no doubt that suoh cases have been frecttien^ 
d^aeribed by patients to physicians and ephthahnie surgeons, 
and were considered by the latter either as momentM^ 
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Bymptoms of congeetioD, produced by general disturbaoces, 
or as the consequence of dazzle, or as troubles of accommo- 
dation. The absence of inflammatory symptoms in the eye, 
eyen when examined with the ophthahnoscope. the com- 
plete recovery of Tision after a very brief penoOj and the 
m<)uent exaggeration of the symptoms of disease by 
patients, are the reasons why these temporarily occurring 
attacks of blindness have not attracted the attention of 
oculists, particularly since the invention of the ophthalmo- 
scope and the scientific determination of the different 
anomalies of accommodation and refraction have directed so 
many industrious workers towards the elucidation of these 
the most oomphcated derangements known in medicine. 

{To he Ckmiimmed.) 



LIGATURE OF THE SUBCLAVIAN ARTERY. 

PXBJPOBMSD BT PBOF. AB1I8BT, OF ALBAHT. 

Bt M. R. PECK, M.D., 
or flUENira FALia. 
Mb. John Furousoit, of Glenns Falls, Warren Co., N. Y., 
had his right arm shattered, by the accidental discharge of 
a cannon, on the 7th day of July, 1863. He was twenty- 
eight years of age, of sound health, and of large robust 
frame. Gangrene commenced on the 2d day, and on the 
3d I amputated near the shoulder, assisted by Drs. Holden, 
Fereuson, Sternberg, and LittlefiekL 

The stump healed kindly, and on the 12th day after the 
amputation, he was able to go out, and soon after resumed 
his usual active business pursuits. 

His health remained good until September, .when he 
began to have pain and swelling of the stump, which con- 
tinued until the 10th day of November, when I detected 
the pulsation of an aneurismal tumor. It increased rapidly, 
elevating the bones of the shoulder, the pectoral muscles^ 
and filling the axilla. The skin soon after gave way, and 
he lost^ by a sudden and rapid hsemorrhn^, between two 
and three quarts of blood. He fainted, and became nearly 
|>ulseless ; the opening was closed by compress and adhe- 
sive plasty The only chance now of saving his life, was 
by liiature of the subclavian artery above the clavicle, and 
Br. James H. Armsby of the Albany Medical College was 
requested to perform the operation. 

The operation was performed on the 19th of Nov., 1863, 
assisted by Bra. Ferguson. Sternberg, and myself of Glenns 
Falls, and Br. Little, of Fort Edward, and Mr. Armsby, of 
Albany. The patient was placed on his back, with his 
&ce turned to the left. The first incision was about half 
aa inch above, and parallel with the superior border of the 
clavicle extending from the stemo- mastoid to the trapezius 
muscles, and enosing the superficial cervical fascia and the 
}>latV8ma-mvoide8 muscles. The second mcision was ver- 
tical along the posterior border of the stemo-mastoid, inter- 
secting the first at the margin of this muscle. In elevat- 
ing the superficial fascia and the platysma-myoides, it 
became necessary to apply a hffature to the external jugu- 
lar vein, and divide it, as it could not be sufiiciently retract- 
ed without danger of laceration. Three branches of the 
supra-scapular and deep cervical arteries bled profusely, 
and required hgatures. The clavicular attachment of the 
stemo-msstoid was unusually broad, and one-half of it had 
to be divided, to reach the scalenus-anticus at its attach- 
ment to the first rib. The deep cervical artery was held 
upwards the supra-scapular artery, and die subclavian vein 
carefully depressed, and the great subclavian artery fully 
exposed, as it emei^ fit)m between the soaleni muscles. 
In separating the artery from the fceai veins, whidi oover- 
ed and incbsed it, a slight g[urg^g sound occuired, as if 
air was entering the circulation. This was a moment of 
intense anxiety, as such an accident might have been in- 
stantly &taL A bit of ^nge was pressed against the 
part, and as no constituUonal disturbance followed, the 
operations proceeded. The artery was found in a healthy 
state, and the ligature was oast around it with Mott*a 



aneurismal needle. The situation of the artery was un- 
usually deep, from the elevated position of the shoulder, by 
the tumor ; but every person present had a distinct view of 
it, before the hgature was tied. 

The chief difficulties and dangers of the operation con- 
sisted in the following circumstances. The great size of 
the tumor thrusting upwards the bones of the shoulder ; 
the distension of the surrounding parts ; the great size of 
t^e veins which covered and enveloped the artery; the 
large nerves of the axillary plexus liaole to be included in 
the ligature, and the danger of the introduction of air into 
the circulation. The pulsation in the tumor ceased as soon 
as the hgature was drawn, and the patient improved rapid- 
ly under the use of tonics. The sac gradually diminished 
until the 19th day after the operation, when it became 
more painful, and the skin or a portion of it gave indica- 
tions of sloughing. Br. Armsby was again sent for, open- 
ed the sac, and removed nearly a quart of coagulated blood. 
The case has progressed fitvorably ; the hgature came away 
on the 29th day, and the recovery has been rapid and com- 
plete, so far as the operation is concerned. There is 
a dight watery discharge from the sac, which is rapidly 

diminishing. 
QLBfHB Faixb, "Wammme Co^ K. T., Jan. M^ IBtL 
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BB. D. B. CONAJirT, FBE8IDSNT, IN THX CHAIS. 

SNLABOED PROSTATE. — PUKOTUBE OF BLADDER. 

Br. Buck exhibited a specimefi of enlargement of the 
prostate, with hypertrophy of the bladder, which he bad 
removed from an old gentleman, 70 years of age. The 
patient had suffered for many months on account of diffi- 
cult micturition. Of late he had suffered from retentioil, 
and when Br. Buck first saw the case he found that the 
bladder was distended as high up as the umbilicus; the 
patient, however, suffered no pain or inconvenience. An 
attempt was made to afford relief with a good-sised cathe- 
ter, but the instrument, after passing as frir as the prostate 
gland, was turned very deadedly to the left side, and 
Sightly rotated on its axis. The fenestra of the instrument 
became clogged with blood, and it was thought that the 
difficulty was occasioned by that circumstance. At a later 
visit Br. Buck went provided with a flexible instrument, 
which followed the windings of the urethra, and succeeded 
in reachingthe bladder and evacuatinff it The third day 
after, Br. ^uck was called afain to the patient to rdieve 
him the same way, the attending physician having in the 
meantime made a similar attempt and £uled. At that 
visit the bladder was still moje distended than form^y ; 
still there were no symptoms of constitutional disturbance 
evident Br. Buck also failed to reach the bladder, and 
after using a smaller instrument was forced to tap the 
organ through the rectum. An exploration per reotum 
discovered a symmetrical enlar^ment of the prostate, bat 
this of course gave no indication of the condition cf the 
gland within the neck of the bladder. The patient conti- 
nued to be reUeved by means of the instrument (which 
was of extra length) throuffh the rectum, but did not snr^ 
Yive the operation more than four or five days. In per- 
forming the operation it was necessary to advance the 
point of the instrument beyond where the finger oould 
touch. The trocar being withdrawn within the canuk, 
the instrument was conducted on the finger as far as poeat- 
ble, then the point was pressed firmly upwards, aiming it 
in the direction of the umbilicus; urine tlvm flowed 
through the instrument 

The bladder was hypertrophied and dilated, and tbec« 
was very considerable enlargement of the proetitt. Xhii 
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glADd was developed more on the left than right side, 
which explained the reason why the instrument was de- 
flected to that side when introduced. The enlarged portion 
ia sessile, and is not pedunculated. The usual enlargement 
of the g^d is such that the middle lohe, acting as a valve, 
places the obstruction directly in the median line. The 
bladder was free from peritoneum for an inch above where 
the puncture was made. 

Dr, 8aki)8 related a case of puncture of the bladder in 
m patient of Dr. Parker. The bladder was enormously 
distended, and a trocar was introduced through the rectum 
and thrust in the direction of the bladder, and yet no urine 
followed its introduction. On re-introducing the instru-r 
ment^ and directing the point higher up, the resistance 
gave way, and the urine escaped. Dr. S. was disj^osed to 
think Uiat Uie instrument in me first instance entered the 
|>rostate instead of the bladder. The patient lived some 
time afterwards, and eventually died oi perineal extrava- 
sation of urine, though no mischief directly followed the 
diT tap. 

Db. Pabkxr referred to the case of an old man who suf- 
ibred from retention of urine, ai^ had such an enormously 
enlarged prostate that it was impossible to introduce the 
trocar by wa^ of the rectum. He then had recourse to 
the supra-pubic operation for puncture^ with a good result. 
In Uie course ot a few days the patient passed his urine 
through the natural passage, and lived many years afler- 
-wards. Dr. Parker asked Dr. Buck if he nad ever per- 
formed a similar operation. Dr. Buck replied in the nega- 
tive. He, however, related the case of a boy in that con- 
nection, upon whom the operation had been performed on 
aoooont ot an impassable traumatic stricture, occasioned 
by falling fix)m a lofl astride a barrel The patient was 
admitted into the hospital for the purpose of having^ an 
c^ration performed, and at that time was in the habit of 
emptying his bladder by means of a small reed, whittled 
down, and introduced into the opening. An operation 
iras performed upon the stricture with complete success. 

Db. Krackowizer stated that in Vienna no surgeon ever 
thinks of tiding the bladder through the rectum, but 
always above the pubes. He thought it was altogether the 
beat plan. 

Db. Conamt saw a boy suffering fit>m traumatic stricture 
caused by falling astride a fence, who had been tapped 
£fty di£Eerent times through the rectum by Dr. Thayer. 

DrrBBlSTINO OJlSE of ▲ 8UPP0SSD AB80K8S COMMUNICATING 

WITH THE BLADDBR. 

Db. Glabk presented a small quantity of yellovrish colored, 
cudy fluid, which was passed by a gentleman having the 
following history : — The patient was 70 years of age, and 
had suffered from that peculiar affection of the nervous 
system which compeHed him to run when he wanted to 
walk, his mind beii^r dear. He gradually lost his ability to 
walk about through the occurrence of certain symptoms like 
diziiness and cerebral oppression, and took to his bed. 

After a little while, bem? a patient of Dr. Vandeveer, Dr. 
CHark was invited to see him. The patient's face being 
swollen, his mind not entirely clear, with slight swelling 
tboQi the limbs, Bright's dis^ise was suspected, but the 
examination of the nrine failed to detect the presence of 
casts. The urine, however, was albuminous. The symp- 
toms remained about the same for a couple of weeks. The 
patient then had retention of urine. The Dr. passed a 
common catheter vrithout difficulty two or three times, and 
at length found all of a sudden, without any circumstance 
that be was able to remark, thoiig^ he could pass the instru- 
ment aa before, no urine flowed. He had succeeded in 
emptying the bladder on Monday momine; on Friday after- 
noon he brought Dr. C. a material whi(£ looked very like 
cmtOed milk after rennet has been added, and stated that 
it had escaped through the catheter. On microscopical exa- 
mination it was found to be composed almost entirdy of 
flbriUsted matter, vnth a small proportion of pus. Dr. 
Taaderear was of course deairoiia to know what it oould be, 



as no urine had flowed since the Monday morning befbfe. 
Dr. Clark met the Doctor in consultation the next day ; in 
the meantime an attempt had been made to pass the cathe- 
ter, and had, as before, failed to draw off any urine. During 
the day, though a considerable quantity of the curdy 
material was passed, some of it had escaped upon the thigh, 
while more was saved for inspection which hiul been passed 
on a towel while at stod. It beinff considered a surgical 
case. Dr. Buck was called in on Uie evening of that day 
(Wednesday). Dr. Buck attempted to pass a large catheter, 
and was unsuccessful. The next day Dr. Buck came pre- 
pared to pimcture the bladder, but first attempted to pass 
the catheter, and succeeded. The bladder had risen neariy 
to the umbilicus and ^read to the sides. At this time, 
immediately on the catheter coming home, about half a pint 
of this material seemed to be forced out oi the catheter wiUi 
a good deal of facility, and afterwards urine flowed to the 
amount of a quart and a pint, and then the catheter was 
closed again by a blood-colorea curdy material A lamr 
instrument was then used, and this became dogged ateo* 
The Doctor then thought it advisable to desist in his attempts 
until the next day. Dr. Clark did not see the patient 
again, he having died in the course of the next day. No 
autopsy could be obtained. Now the question arose as to 
what was this curdy material. A conjecture was expressed 
that in neither of these instances did the catheter pass fairly 
into the bladder^ but into a sac made by an abscess, and 
that the urine flowed only after the sac had been emptied. 
Dr. Clark's belief was that the instrument did enter the 
bladder, but that that organ was the receptacle of the pus 
discharged from an abs^ss which emptied into it. Thia 
matter, being of greater specific gravity than the urine, 
filled tne lower portion of the bladder, and was consequently 
first drawn off tnrough the catheter, and afterwards followed 
by the urine. There were, however, no symptoms of 
abscess during life, and Dr. Buck's finger introduced into 
the rectum laued to make out anything extraordinary. In 
answer to a question from a member in relation to the 
patholo^ of the nervous trouble with which the patient 
was afflicted Dr. C. stated that he was unable to give the 
pathological anatomy of the disease. It most probably had 
Its seat somewhere in the brain. The symptoms which 
marked its presence were characterized by a snuffling eait, 
vnth a leamng forward of the body, a continuance of which 
for a given time compelled the patient to run. 

Dr. Peaslee agr^ vrith Dr. Clark in his view of the 
condition of the genito-urinary organs, and Da Conant was 
di^osed to favor the idea that the pus had its origin in the 
kidney. 

peritonitis — n?TU9-SUSCEPTI0N. 

Dr. Clark also presented portions of intestine removed 
from a gentleman sixty-five years of age, a patient of Dr. 
HenschelL About five weeks ago this gentleman ate seven 
or eight peaches down town, and immediately afterwards 
drank a quantity of iced Seidlitz water. He was soon after 
seized with vomiting and colic, and went home. He suf- 
fered from these symptoms several days, and Dr. Henschell, 
who was called to him, found that the bowels were very 
tympanitic, and that the intestines could be seen in large 
cylinders tnrough the abdominal walls. There was also a 
certain degree of dulness on percussion in the right iliac 
fossa, and some tenderness elsewhere, but not enough for 
peritoneal inflammation. On the sixth day of the attack 
Dr. Clark was asked to see the case, but by some mistake 
Dr. Henschell did not meet him at the appointed time. Dr. 
Clark, however, found that new symptoms had developed 
themselves since the Doctor's visit, in the shape of vomit> 
ing of fflscal matter. This symptom had shown itsdf 
twice ; in the first vomiting tnere was ejected nearly a 
quart of fssces, and in the second nearly a pint. Dr. Clark 
met Dr. Henschell at eight o'dock that evening. The Doc- 
tor then said that he hiul given cathartics and imectionsy 
and had obtained some movement of the boweb from the 
latter. He had inflated the intestines also by means d car- 



56 AmerieM VMleal Tfane*. 



HEALTH AFFAIRS OF NEW YORK 



Jan. 80, 1864. 



bonic add gas. The apparatus, which was a very ingeni- 
ous one, was so contrived as to allow a given quantity of 
water to find its way to a dry mixture of tartaric acid and 
bicarbonate of soda. The carbonic acid thus generated 
was conducted by means of an india-rubber tube and rectal 
pipe into the rectum. No benefit had resulted h*om this 
prooedure. The next day, towards night, it was concluded 
to try again the efficacy of the carbonic acid injection. 
This was done for an hour at a time, afler which the gas 
escaped at the side of the tube. Directly after this a pretty 
large injection of warm water was used, and when this 
came away, a considerable quantity of gas only was dis- 
charged. From that moment the patient did not vomit any 
more stercoraceous matter. A small movement of the 
bowels was efifected in the course of the evening. The 
next morning a full dose of castor oil was given, which 
caused four movements during the day. From that time 
also there was no trouble with the bowels. A few days 
after vomiting occurred, but not of stercoraceous material, 
and litde by nttle the patient lost strength, until be finally 
died. 

A carefnl inquiry was made at the second visit of Dr. 
C^rk as to the existence of any previous peritonitis, but 
elicited nothing. As there was no hernia the diagnosis 
rested either upon the existence of an intus-susception or 
of an internal strangulation, the result of a bridle of false 
membrane. In this examination the caput coli was found 
underneath the liver ; the ileum came off from it, and de- 
scending and passing backwards where the c^yut coH 
usually is, was apparentljr constricted by bands of mem- 
brane. Rising out of Uus iliac fossa it passed upwards 
across the median line, and under a bridle formed between 
two knuckles of the ileum. This latter was the strangu- 
lated portion. 

The idea concerning the relief of pain bv the inflation 
was, that the inferior portion of the strangulated intestine 
had by some means been looped over again, leaving a sort 
of knot. That portion of the intestine was reduced nearly 
to the size of the end of a blowpipe. 

EMOHOKDBOMA OF OS BRAOHU — ^AMPUTATION. 

Dr. Kraokowizer presented an arm which he had 
removed by amputation at the shoulder-joint, a week 
before. The pauent, a very muscular man, had fractured 
his right arm at the junction of the upper and middle third, 
somewhat more than two years ago, and was treated at the 
New York Hospital There seems to have been some 
trouble in getting the fractured portions in apposition. In 
about five months after the accident he could use the arm 
as well as ever. Ahout one year ago, while wrestling with 
a comrade, he struck his arm against an unresisting body, 
and fractured it. He was again treated in the New York 
Hospital, and was compelled to wear an apparatus fbr an 
unusual length of time before he could use it well In 
about four or five months after, the arm commenced to 
sweU, and continued to do so gradually until before the 
amputation. The swelling was principaUy confined to the 
lower extremity of the os brachii, was pyriform in shape, 
and just above the elbow at its largest circumference mea- 
sured twenty-six inches. The surface of the swelling was 
more or less irregular, and at the points of the greatest pro- 
taberance there was elasticity and fluctuation. The skin 
covering the tumor was natural^ with the exception of 
beinff plentifully supplied with veins. The motion in the 
shoulder-joint was n^e, although thepatient had evidently 
not Uie power to elevate the arm. Tne upper limit of the 
tunor ended rather abruptly in the situation of the latis- 
shnus dorsi and pectoraUs major muscles. The right fore- 
finger was very much disfigured by an irregular knotty 
substance, although its motion was ffee. This condition of 
the finger had existed from boyhood. The patient pre- 
sented no general cachectic appearance. Dr. Krackowiser 
viewed the case as one of encnondroma of the os brachii, 
and proposed amputation at the shoulder-joint, which was 
consented to. 



The muscles were found stretched over the mass in thin 
longitudinal bands. The disease had evidently commenced 
in the medullary substance of the bone, and pushed the 
cortical portion before it At the point of fracture the 
periosteum only was displaced, and formed a thin bony 
case for the tumor at that point Throughout the who£e 
extent of the tumor, from tne spongy surface of the head 
of the bone almost down to the elbow, were large spaces 
filled with a soft material. On microscopical examination 
the specimens taken from the more solid parts presented 
the true characters of young cartilage ; the other structure 
was granular, and somewhat fibrillated. There were also 
seen empty cells, looking very much like cartilage cells, but 
with very large nuclei, and having drops of oil in their 
interior. * 

A similar growth had commenced to show itself in the 
third phalanx of the finger alluded to, showing a tendency 
to the formation of such tumors throughout the body. 

Dr. Krackowizer lastly presented the tibio-tarsal articu- 
lation removed by amputation from a patient thirty years 
of age, who had suffered from anchylosis since boyhood. 
The amputation was performed in consequence of recent 
periostitis. The specimen showed exceedingly well the 
stalactitic formations which served to obliterate the joint 
The joints in Ghopart's line were unusually mobile. 

The Society then adjourned. 
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HEALTH AFFAIRS OF NEW YORK. 

The recent grand expose of the fraud, corruption, igno- 
rance, and inefficiency which reign in the New York 
City Inspector's Office, by Mr. Gars, one of the highest 
officials of the Department, created no surprise among our 
citizens. Though that chamber, where presides one head 
of our city government, has hitherto been as silent as the 
grave, and its affairs as impenetrable to the public gaze 
as the future, yet the humblest dtizen has long regarded 
it as the very sink of official malfeasance. Trite as is 
the subject of the public health, we cannot let this re- 
markable paper pass unnoticed. It is the most extraor- 
dinary document ever laid before the Gommon Gouncil, for 
it is the complete turning inside out of a branch of the 
city gov<»mment hitherto hermetically sealed. It is a frank, 
full, and candid confession of " guilty " to l^e charges so 
frequently brought forward by the fnends of reform. 

Mr. Garr*s first letter is a searching and scathing criti- 
cism of the Gity Injector, and a full and impartial revela- 
tion of the firauds practised by the Ghief and his subordi- 
nates. It also contams many most valuable suggsstioDS 
with reference to the great quesdons of reform. Mr.Gaiir 
is evidently a man of good sense, with sound pracdcal 
ideas. We cannot better give his views on the more ma. 
terial questions whieh interest those who have made th« 
sanitary wants of the city, and the present health orgaaisft- 
tion a study, than by quoting some portions of his fint 
communication. 

Mr. Garr very justly remarks at the opening of his let- 
ter, " that we have no Sanitary Department in the dty at 
all commensurate with what the name implies. Beyond 
even tins pretence, the dty is as barrtn of all means to 
goard against disease, pestilence, or contagion, as if so^ 
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emergency bad never been provided for. Unsuccessful as 
have been previous City Inspectors in charge of this depari- 
ment) he believes that it is now far worse under the admi- 
nistration of the present incumbent In the first place, he 
adds, the present incumbent lays no claim to the possession 
of those literary qualifications which are, to a great degree, 
necessary to the intelligent discharge of his duties as a cus- 
todian of the public health. This being the case, how is it 
possible that duties calling for the use of a peculiar intellec- 
tual experience can be faithfully performed by tliis officer ? 
With these admitted disqualifications, it is impossible that he 
can intelligently direct those under him, and from a conse- 
quent unwillingness to take advice from those who, fi*om 
experience, are competent to advise, nothing is done, and 
the health of the city is left to take care of itself. This is a 
sad Mate of things," he continues, " but the description is by 
no means an exaggerated one. Under other circumstances 
the propriety of these remarks might be questioned ; but 
heie their introduction is unavoidable ; for it must be un- 
derstood that the success of our sanitary system depends 
more upon the intellectual qualification and capacity of the 
CHty Inspector to clearly understand and direct affiurs than 
on any other r6le. From his personid knowledge, Mr. Carr 
states, " that for the last six months not a sanitary measure 
has received attention beyond the cleaning of the streets. 
For all practical purposes," he adds, " it had been as well if 
no Sanitary Department were in existence, and yet the city 
pays for this neglected duty $113,000 annually for salaries 
and $20,000 for contingencies, which latter is purely an 
election fund. $60,000 taken from this $113,000, properly 
applied, would be all-sufficient to give full efficiency to the 
hboTB of this department. And yet^ with this immense 
fond at command, and yearly expended, the startling fact 
presents itself that at least two thousand lives are annually 
sacrificed in this city owing to the absence of all system in 
our sanitary regulations. Besides, there is a greater amount 
of sickness in this city from year to year, population con- 
sidered, than in any city in the Christian world. The fact 
cannot be concealed, however it may be varnished over ; 
and it is the knowledge of these facts that gives a certainty 
to the expression that this state of things, bad as it is, will 
yet be worse, if the health of the city remains to be tam- 
pered with by an irresponsible, indififerent, and selfish body 
of pditidans. Qualifications or fitness to office, so &r as 
my experience extends, are the very last considerations 
vrith these men. The Board of Aldermen still claim the 
right to appoint and remove, and this right is cheerfully 
acceded by the City Inspector. PoHtical and personal con- 
sideration are the only guarantees to success, and the use- 
fulness of the parties thus selected to discharge the respon- 
sible duties intrusted to them can be readily conceived. 

" The present City Inspector is impressed with the one 
idea, that if the streets are kept dean there is nothing more 
to do, and, under the present management, nothing more can 
be expected. On an examination of the annual sanitaiy 
reports of England or France, the mind is astonished by the 
yastness of research, investigation, and scientific elaboration 
which these reports contam, and yet, strange to say, street- 
cleaning, instead of being the all-absorbing feature of these 
documents, is not even mentioned. But with this depart- 
ment, of late, it is the only consideration, inasmuch as it in- 
volves the expenditure of hundreds of tiiousands of dollars 
annually. Take from it the work of street-cleaning and all 
control over the cleaning of the streets, confining it simply 



to sanitary affairs, and it would be the least sought after by 
our politicians, or any of the departments of the city. And 
to this complexion it must come at last, if the health and 
hves of the community are worthy consideration.'* 

Mr. Carr gives at length the proofs of the truth of his 
statements, and concludes as follows : — ** The department 
should be converted into a purely sanitary one, and be re- 
moved as far as possible from the influence of politicians. 
The wonder is not that the mortality of the city is so great, 
but that it is not greater, considering the little attention it 
is permitted to receive by those intrusted with its keeping. 
Until the sanitary affiiirs of this city are placed beyond tiie 
reach and influence of politicians, aldermen, and speculators, 
no reforms are to be expected." 

In the paragraphs above quoted Mr. Cabb has struck the 
key-note of sanitary reform. We must have a clean Board 
of Health, free from all partisan influence. It must be 
composed of men of ]arge intelligence, ample knowledge of 
sanitary science, and of well known reputation for honesty 
and executive capacity. Such a measure should be brought 
forward without delay, and the opportunity which this 
thorough dfting of the City Inspector's Department hag 
created, be seized to urge it through the Legislature. We 
see in this stunning blow at official corruption in the City 
Government the bold and determined hand of Mayor 
GuNTHXB. We hope he will not rest here, but that with 
efficient measures he will supplant the corrupt and worth- 
less apology of a Health Department which now disg^aaea 
our city. 



AimXTAL REPORT OF THE CITT IKSFIOTOR OF KIW YORK. 

The returns of marriage.*^, births, and deaths, made in 1863t 
show : marriages, 3,272 ; births, 6,426 ; deaths, 26,196. The 
report of births and marriages is so defective and imperfect 
as to be of no importance. It is to be regretted that medical 
men do not conform to this law. Our vital statistics will 
never be really valuable imtil they do so. The increase 
of deaths, as oompared with 1862, is 3,952. This increase 
of mortality is regarded by the City Inspector as less than 
might be expected, when considered in relation to the 
actual population of New York in 1863. The resident po- 
pulation he estimates at one million ; and the floating popu- 
lation at two hundred and fifty thousand. To the influx of 
strangers, which has been unprecedented, is attributed a 
very large number of deaths. A large number of sddiers, 
who have been discharged from the army as invalids, and 
incapacitated for further service in the field, have died in 
this dty. During tlie sunmier some 40,000 soldiers were 
encamped in our city and in our public parks, and by creat-> 
ing a great deal of filth, and closing these parks, necessa- 
rily tended to increase the ordinary ratio of mortality. 
Emigration to this Port was unusually great in 1863, 
amounting to 160,000 — dotible that of 1862. Another pro- 
minent cause of increase of mortality, was the filthy condi- 
tion of our streets at midsummer. And finally, the riots 
of July led to numberless deaths of ill and feeble people, 
whose nervous systems were worked up by the alarm 
created by these riots, and which tended to accelerate their 
death. Taking all these conditions, the City Inspector con- 
cludes that it is a fair and reasonable condusipn, that the 
actual mortality among residents of this city, compared 
with former years, would show a diminution, and not an 
excess. The entire exemption of the city from all 
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epidemic diseases during the season is attributed to a 
benign Providence, and the care taken by the Health De- 
partment in regard to the cleanliness of the streets, and 
enforcing obedience to established sanitary regulations. 

The City Inspector brings forward the usual statistics to 
prove that New York is the healthiest city in the world. 
In these calculations, the population of New York is as- 
sumed to be one-fifth greater than given by the census, and 
all other cities are limited to their census-population. The 
incorrectness of such reasoning requires no comment. 
In subsequent portions of the report, the City Inspector 
calls attention to the necessity of im{»*oved sewerage, re- 
moval of slaughter-houses, restrictions in the building of 
tenement-houses, etc. 

AtTTHORITT OF lOLrTART COHMAKDEBS OVER OEITEBAL 

HOSPITALS. 

The case of Assistant-Surgeon Warren Webster, U.S.A., 
tried for disobedience and conduct prejudicial to military 
discipline, embraces the following facts : — General Canby, 
commanding the city and harbor of New York, ordered 
General Brown, commanding the post at Fort Schuyler, to 
arrest and send to Gt)vemor's Island a soldier represented 
to be at that post The man being not at the post, but in 
tlie McDougdl General Hospital, General Brown ordered 
Dr. Webster, of the regular service, in charge of hospital, to 
arrest the soldier and send him as before mentioned. The 
man was at the time confined to his ward by the results of a 
serere surgical operation just performed, and could not be 
removed with safety. The surgeon in charge reported to 
Gen. Brown that since Gkneral Hospitals were under the 
control of the Surgeon- General he considered it his duty to 
remove patients only when orders came through the Medi- 
cal Director; and for this report he was put on trial. Orders 
heretofore given had been through the Medical Director 
or the Surgeon-General The court-martial found Surgeon 
Webster guilty, and sentenced him to " be confined to the 
limits of l\is post for six months, and to be reprimanded in 
General Orders by tlie general commanding the depart- 
ment." General Dix modified the sentence, confining him 
to his post for sixty days. This case raises some nice points 
affecting the position of Surgeons in charge of hospitals. 
We shall notice them more at length at some future day. 

SURGSON-OSNERAL HAMMOIO). 

Wb are glad to learn that the severe injury which this 
gentleman received by a fall at Nashville, is not likely to 
produce permanent ill effects. At first he was deprived of 
the use of his lower limbs, but the most serious symptom 
baa in some measure disappeared. It is now confidently 
anticipated that his recovery will finally be complete. 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

There are abundant indications that the next meeting to 
be held in New York, in June, will be one of the largest 
ever held. From all parts of the country we hear the note 
of preparation. The profession of New York have for 
some time been making arrangements to render the meet- 
ing in the highest degree a success. Societies throughout 
the country should appoint delegates at an early day, to 
give ample time for preparation. 



Wm. D. Murpht, M.D., has been appointed Commissioner 
of Health of New York, by Mayor Gunther, in place of 
Dr.JedediahMiUer.\ 



VIRGINIA STATE LUNATIC ASYLUM, 
WILLIAMSBUBGH. 
[To the Editor of the Axxbioax Mkdiqai. Tnm.] 
Sir — ^Thinking that some of the facts observed by me 
respecting the Virginia State Lunatic Asylum might prove 
interesting, perhaps useful, I take the liberty of forwarding 
to you the foUowing extracts from notes which I made 
when on duty in the vicinity of that institution. 

I found the buildings situated in the best part <^ the ctbr. 
of imposing appearance, surrounded by a most beautimi 
park of upwaras of eleven acres in extent; beautifiil flower 
gardens, through which, in proper weather, the inmate 
patients are allowed to exercise, that is, those of them 
whose phvsical and mental condition will admit of their so 
doing. The buildings themselves are fairly adapted for 
their purpose, the rooms for the most jpart l>eing lai^j^ and 
airy, the patients thus having plenty of air both in and out 
of doors. 

The entire number of inmates in the asr^lum is 282, divided 
as follows : 230 are lunatic patients, lo are white nurses 
and attendants, 34 are colored servants. 

In years gone by, this was the best institution of the 
State, forty thousana dollars having been annually appro- 
priated for its support ; some vears, indeed, the appropria- 
tion reached as high as sixty thousand. All of the inmates 
are citizens of Eastern Virginia, their families being without 
exception rebels. 

During the early days of the present rebellion the State 
cut down the appropriation for its support, and, as our 
army made its nrst advance up the Peninsula, the rebels 
retreating before it, after ^e battle of Williamsburgh, so 
gloriously won by Generals Hooker and Hancock, this 
mstitution was deserted bv its rebel surgeons and most of 
the nurses, thus falling helpless in our hands ; and, as our 
lines passed on inclosing it, the asylum became a pauper, 
very proper for us to support Our Government at once 
appointed a surgeon as superintendent, attendants and 
nurses were procured, and we full care of the instituUon 
and its inmates was at once assumed. 

Soon after Western Virginia formed its own State 
Constitution (since admitted mto the Union), the Governor, 
Mr. Pierpont, visited the asylum and assumed its charge ; 
he appointed a surgeon^ attendants, nurses, &c^ in place of 
those previously appointed by tne U. S. Government, 
relieving (partially for a time) the United States of its care. 
During the disastrous retreat of McClellan from before 
Richmond it was thought that the entire peninsula would 
be abandoned by us ; me new appointees of the Western 
Virginia (Jovemment^ being loyal Virginians, all fled, fear- 
ing death if thev fell mto the hands of the reoels, notwith- 
standing their humane care of the poor lunatic& Conse- 
quently, and for the third time, the care of the institution 
(Pangea hands, and for the second time the U. Sw Govern- 
ment assumed its charge, which it has ever since retained. 
Dr. Peter Wager was f^pointed (and is now in charge) as 
surgeon and superintendent, during the month of March 
last Upon the occasion of one of my visits, I visited the 
kitchen of the asylum, just as the dinner was beii^ served — 
^ood soup, fresh beef, pork, potatoes, a fine articfo of bread 
m abundance ; some of the rebel attendants were chagrined 
at my finding so good a meiJ prepared. The foUowing 
articles I found on hand, and being issued daily to the 

Satients : — Fresh beef, salt beef, pork, bacon, wheat bread, 
our, com meal beans, potatoes, rice, salt, molasses, tea. 
and cofiee, besides a vanetv of vegetables ; it was statea 
that all of the above were of'^good quality. 

Gn the recommendation of Major-UeneralKeyes, approved 
by Major-G«neral Dix, there were bemff sent up to the 
institution two-third rations, which were round quite ampler 
the £ekct bein^ well established that the fuU ration as issuea 
to oxir army is more than sufficient for the heartiest of our 
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soldiers in the field even when nndergoine the most severe 
labor and exposure ; if for a moment we tiuce into considera- 
tion that most of these patients are quite aged and feeble, 
and quite one-half are females, while Doue perform severe 
labor, or out-of-door work of any kind^ we can at once see 
the utter impossibility of any starvation, or suffering for 
food. 

Dr. Wager, who has been in charge nearly or (}uite a year, 
considers the rations good and sufficient; he denies that any 
suffering has ever occurred from lack of food or clothing. 
Dr. Todd, of the 5th Penn. Cavabry, who has had temporary 
charge occasionally, has always found the allowed food 
abundant, and the dothing quite ample. 

I have myself visited the Asylum on three different 
occasions, and have always found the rations ample and good, 
the patients being as well cared for as is usual in our own 
hospitals. I have on several occasions furnished them with 
supplementary supplies. Sanitary Commission wines, bran- 
di^ chocolate, and condensed milk, hospital clothing, dried 
fruit, etc., etc, such as the Commission fumi£^ee our mili- 

n hospitals, 
nfortunately the former derk of the Asylum, an un- 
scrupulous fellow, named Moore, was retained (I believe at 
the mstance of certain disloyal dtizens of Wilhamsburgh), 
and from him I find many &se reports have started, as to 
lack of food, etc. Aided by a lew rebel nurses he con- 
stantly circdated such reports. What reliance is to be 
placed upon his word may be easily judged ; at first he 
was a noisy rebel then he took the oath of allegiance to 
the United States Government, thereby retaining his posi- 
tion. When General Wise made his raid into and took 
possession of the dtj of Wilhamsburgh, this man, Moore, 
stole a large quand^ of food, clothing, ho^ital stores, etc., 
etc, property furnished for the lunatic patients, and getting 
safely away with them has since opened a store, a few 
miles within the rebel lines f At one time he took up- 
wards of twenty boxes well filled with valuable stores. 

While the rebel General Wise was in possession he 
actually sent to General Eeyes asking that he (Eeyes) 
would still continue his care of the Aff^lum, as he (Wise) 
could not feed them f His wish was complied with, and 
the roectacle was presented of our own wagons, loaded 
with union stores, going within the rebel lines under a flag 
of truce, to feed tne poor lunatics. The eood care hereto- 
fore exerdsed towards this institution and its inmates still 
continues. 

Yours, etc., 

Julius Nichols, M.D. 

Waisibotov, D.C^ Jul S, 1864. 



INCORRECT DIAGNOSIS OP SYPHILIS. 

[To the Sdltor of the AjfxaicAN Msdiojo. Tntm.} 

Bib :«-Permit me to inouire^ with regard to the case of 
'^Necrosis of Bodies of Cervical Vertebiw," reported upon 
IMge 43 of the present volume of your journal, by what 
right or what shadow of reason, it is denominated "svnhi- 
HOcr ^^ 

We are told that the patient had a " sloughing chancre 
on glans penis eighteen months ago, in consequence of 
which one-third sloughed away." We are not informed 
that there were subsequent secondary symptoms, or any 
well marked tertiary manifestations to inmcate that the 
necrosis was really dependent upon syphilis. The words 
above quoted constitute the only venei^ history vouch- 
safed us. Are we then to believe that a man may have 
** akMighin^ diancre" — ^a sore now known to have in most 
cases^ nothmg to do with syphilis, and to be not a true 

chancre but a chancroid , and eighteen months after 

may cough up the anterior arch of his atlas as a conse- 
quence of syphilitic infecUon and vrithout intervening 
^mptoms? A case so extraordinary is unique in the 
aonaUof soistti^l 

Now, Mr. £ditor, allow me to protest in the name of 
New York surgery against such shiolow reasoning pott hoc 



ergo propter hoCj and to express the opinion that if this 
case has been correctly and fully reported, the vomiting.of 
the atlas had no more connexion with the precemng 
sloughing sore than it had with the breakfast which the 
patient ate or did not eat the previous morning. The 
notions generally prevailing witn regard to 83rphilis are 
already confused enough, as everybody knows. Pray let 
us not have them worse confounded by the report of cases 
so ill digested and misnamed as this. 

I would also call your attention to a manifest error in 
diagnosis in the first case (that of A. C.) headed " tertiary 
sypnilis" upon page 80 of your issue of Jan. 16th, in 
which the short period (three months) elapsed since the 
development of the chancre, the '* sore throat virith ulcerat- 
ed points,*' and the cervical glandular engorgement, shows 
that the " pains in the bones and head" were we rheumatoid 
neuraleia, so-called, of eariy secondary syphilis, and did 
not belong to the tertiary stage of this disease. 

Yours, etc, 

Aliquis. 

New Youc, Jan. tS, 1868. 
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JOHN C. DALTON, M.D., of Lowbll, Mass. 

The Medical profession of Massachusetts, and to a certain 
extent that of the whole country, have met with a great 
loss in the death of John C. Dalton, M.D., of Lowell, who 
died on Saturday, January 9th, 1864, in the sixty-ninth 
year of his age. Very few medical men who have not 
been connected with medical teaching or authorship have 
made themselves more generally known, and still fewer 
have been as highly esteemed as Dr. Dalton. He was, 
indeed, the type of the medical gentleman, honorable in 
character, courteous in manners, of integrity that no man 
doubted or could doubt: amiable and affectionate in all 
the relations of life. Sucn men the medical profession can 
ill spare. True, he had attained a good old age, and 
we might deem that his work was done, and weU done ; 
still his living example was an influence for good to all 
around him. Such and so useful was the life, the termina- 
tion of which we now deplore. Dr. Dalton was bom in 
Boston, May 30, 1795: entered Harvard College in 1810, 
and graduated with nigh honors in 1814. Among his 
classmates were Judge Merrick, Rev. Dr. Walker, after- 
wards President of the CoUege, and the historian Presoott 
It was a trait in the character of Dr. Dalton, marking the 
steadfiistness of his kindly feeUngs. that he retained to the 
close of his life his interest in his class-mates ; his yery last 
act previous to the accident that robbed us of him was to 
hand to a clacBmate in Connecticut the recently published 
memorial of Prescott. 

Having adopted medicine as his future profession, he at- 
tended his first course of lectures in the Mass. Medical Col- 
lege, his second in the University of Pennsylvania, where 
he graduated in 1818. He commenced practice in Chelms- 
ford in 1824, but removed in 1831 to Lowell, where he con- 
tinued in active business for twenty-six yeans, commanding 
the best practice of the city^ and the highest place in the 
confidence of his fellow-citizens and his bretnren of the 
medical profession. For several ^ears he was one of the 
councillors of the Mass. Med. Society, and president of the 
District Society. Ho was often chosen delegate to the 
National Med. Association, and attended its meetings with 
an interest which never flagged. In 1857 he left Lowell, 
and took up his residence m Boston, retiring as much as 
possible from practice, but still called upon by many old 
friends. His interest in his profession continued to the last, 
and he took an active part m the organization of the new 
City Hospitd, of which he was Chief of the Medical ^baff. 
Dr. Dalton was twice married, and left five children ; two 
of whom have embraced the medical profession, and have 
already given proof that they are not onnundnil of what 
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that profession has a right to expect from the aoos of 8uch 

a father. 

Dr. Dalton had to the last so much the appearance of 

fine health that his friends might well hope that many years 

of usefulness were still before him : Sed aUier visum 

est A fall upon the ice produced an internal injury, on 

which pneumonia supervened, and proved fatal on the 

fourth day. 

** Peace to « good maii^s memory.** 

0. R. G. 



COUBT-MARTIAL ORDERED IN THE CASE OF 
SURGEON-GENERAL HAMMOND. 

The following order has been issued from the War De- 
partment : — 

Wab Depabtscsxt, ADJUTUfT-GurnuL^B Omos, ) 
Wasbimotom, D.C, Janu«rj !•, 186L ) 

SPECIAL OBDEBS, No. 94. 

[Extract.] 

19. Bj direction of the President, a General Court- 
Martial is hereby appointed to meet in this city at 12 
o'clock M. on the 19th day of January, 1864, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable, for the trial of Brig. G«n, W. A. 
Hammond, Surgeon-General U.S.A., and such other pri- 
soners aa may be brought before it 

2>€UMJbr th4 Oowri, 

Mi^r Oeaena B. J. Ogleebr, U.S.V. 

Brig; Gen. W. 8. Harney, U.S.A. 

Brig. €^n. W. S. Keteham, U.8.Y. 

Brig. Oen. G. 8. Oreon. U.S.V. 
. Breret Brig. Gen. W. W. Morris, Colonel Sd U. S. ArtUlerr. 

Brig. Gen. A. P. Howe, U.8.V. 

Brig. Gen. J. P. Slongh, U.B.V. 

Brig. Gen. H. E. Paine, U.S.V. 

Brig. Gen. J. C. Starkweather, U.8.V. 

Miyor John A. Binffham, Judge AdTooate|, Jndgv Adrocate <tf the Conrt 

No other oflBoers than those named can oe anembled wilhoot manifest 
Injury to the serriee. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. TOWKSKKD, 

AstUtafU A^^uUml-Otneral, 

Wab Dxpaytvbkt, ArjDTAifT-GKionAL'a OinoB, ? 
Wabbwqtoiv, Jannaiy 8, IBM. f 

GSNEBAL 0BDEB8, No. 8. 

The percentage of men allowed to be absent at one 
time xmder the authority given in General Orders No. 391, 
4si 1863, to grant furlough^ to enlisted men in iKNspitals, is 
changed from five to twenty per cent. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. TOWNBEND, 

Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral 

Wab DiPAiTifSirr, ANUTA|rr'^«imAi.*B OfnoB> ) 
Wabhimotoiv, January 4, 1864 ) 

GENEEAL ORDEBS, No. 9. 

The Hospital and Ambulance Fla^ of the Army are 
established as follows: For General Hospitals, yellow 
bunting 9 by 5 feet, with the letter H, 24 inches long, of 
green bunting, in centre. 

For Pos«t and Field Hospitals, yellow bunting 6 by 4 
Ibet, with letter H, 24 inches long, of green bunting, in 
centre. 

For ambulances and guidons to mark the way to field 
Hospitals, yellow bunting 14 by 28 inches, with a border, 
one mch deep, of green. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. TOWNSKND, 

Assistant Adjutant- General, 
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WAiKixeTOK, D.a, Jaaoaiy 14, 1861 
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The Board of Medical Officers, assembled at the City of 
Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models fubmitted to them for an Artificial Arm, hayinf 



reported in favor of Selpho's Model for cases of amputa- 
tion below, and the Lincoln Model above the elbow joint, 
you are authorized to order ariiBcial arms, from these ma- 
nufacturers, for 8<^diers who may be entitled to receive 
them, under the same instructions as heretofore published 
for artificial limbs, the price not to exceed fifty dollars 
($50). 

In compliance with the recommendation of the Board, 
when a soldier may desire to purchase '' the more elegant 
and expensive arm of Palmer, fifly dollars will be allowed 
towards payment for the same, upon a written application 
to that effect to a Medical Director, who will satisfy him- 
self that the transaction has been carried out in good faith. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon General : 

C. H. Crakb, 

Surg. U.JSLA. ' 



ORDERS, CHANGES, An, 

A Board of Inspection to oontist of Colonel Oeoiigo D. Ennletf A. A. D. C 
and Surgeon B. B. MoCay, U.S. A., U appoloted to inspect the men at tbo 
Draft Hendezvoiu, Mason's Island. D. C., and report bj name those nnflt 
for serriee at the time they were aeoepted, together with the caase and 
degree of disability. 

M^or O. A. Mack, A.D.a, and Captain 18th U.S. Infimtiy, la assigaad 
to dat7 as Secretary and Treasnrer of the Soldiers* Home. Ue will 
report to the Oovemor of the Home In person, and relieve Asetotant-Snr- 
geon B. King, who will torn oyer to him all the records, fhnda, and pro- 
perty pertaininff to the Home, in his charge. 

The leaye of absence granted Assistant-Burgeon J. T. Brown, Mth New 
York: Vols., in Special Orders Na 860. cvrrent sariea, Uead<|Qartert lak 
Army Corps, has been extended ten days. 

Leave of absence has been granted Surseon "W. P. Johnson, 18tb 
Ohio Vols., to enable him to attend the Legtslatiire of Ohio, of which bo 
is a member. 

The resignations of the following oiBcMS have been accepted by tba 
President, to take effect as follows :— 

Bnrgeon A. P. MeylerL U.8.V., Janaary fi, 1861 

Hospital Chaplain Ed. D. Neill, U.S.An January 4, 13M. 

John A. Roderigo, of Pennsylvania, James M. McMasters, and Ororo 
M. Wniis, of lninoi^ Oharles Bedfleld and Wm. T. Evans, of Marr- 
land, Thomas Brown, 4ih U.S. Artillery, Oeorge BUnkhorn and Jas. jEL 
Dunbar, of Pennsylvania, Henry J. Anderson, of New York, and Clark 
H. Griggs, of ConnecUcnt, have been appointed Hospital Stewards In 
the U-STa. 

Bo mach of Special Orders No. 488, series of 1868, fhim the War De- 
partment, as disnonorably mastered ont of the service of the United 
States, Surgeon Ooorge w. Avery, 11th New York Artillery, has beea 
revoked, and he la honorably dtsehanjed, to date from the consolldatloB 
of the regiment to which he then belonged, and the disability for his 
reappointment is removed. 

As8isunt.Surgeon Slnion 0. Sanger. 6th New York Carslry, dlsmisaed 
by Special Orders Na 516, series of 1868, from the War Department, ia 
restored to bis former position with pay from the date at which he 
rejoins his raiment for duhr, provided the vacancy has not been filled 
evidence of which must be obtained from the Governor. 

The leave of absence granted Chaplain W. C. Smith, U.S.A., from 
Headonarters Department of the Ohio, December 81, 1868, has been «z« 
tended ten days^ 

The permission to delay reportinff to his regtanent^ heretofore granted 
Assistant-Sargeon E. B. ThomlM, 89th Illinois vols., a releaaed prisoner 
of « ar, is extended ten days. 

Surgeon John McDonald, U.S.V., now on sick leave at New York 
elty, has been ordered to report to the Board for the examination of 
6i(k officers, now in session at Cinciinatl, Ohio. 

So much of Special Orders Na fi, of Jaooary S, ldl4k from the War 
Department, as directed Surgeons Cyrus N. Chamberlain and Charlea 
L. Allen, and Asslstsn^8urgeon B. W. Pease, U.8.T., to report to the 
MaJor-General commaodioff Army of the Potomac, to relieve 8iirgeon« 
Charles O^Leaoy, Thomas Sim, and George I* Pan<M)ast, U.S.V.. respeo- 
tively, is so amended as to direct Surgeons Obamberiain and Allen, and 
Assistant-Surgeon Pease, to report to the MiO<»^Gener«] .oommanding 
Army of the Potomac for assignment to duty, and to rellere SnrgeonI 
O'Lelary, Blno, and Pancoast 
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The New Jersey State Medical Society held its annual 
meeting at Camden, on Tuesday last. 

Dr. Satrk, Resident Hiysician of New York, baa re- 
ported the Park Barracks in a disgustingly filthy oonditioii. 

Dr. Baxter, late Health Officer of Brooklyn, has yielded 
his claim to that position, and Dsu Jovss succeeds to th» 
office. 

The Oourt-Martial of Surgeon-Gkn. Hammond is now 
progresnng. Th6 Ooart nti with open doort. 
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CoMMiTisiCATXOKS HA.TK BEjcx BXOKmtD FROM :— Dr. Alez. J. C. Skftno ; 
Dr. James Brran, of Brooklyn, N.T. ; Dr. John Bomaiw. of New Orle&ot, 
La.; Dr. S. Conant FoBter, of New York; Dr. H. H. Oardnerf of Naah- 
▼lUe,Teiui. 



MARBISD. 

Bai>6XB~Ckosbt.— In thla city, on Thursday, Jan. 81* at tke Cbnreh of 
the Incarnation, by the Rev. P. 8. Chaancey, D.D., williaai Badoeb, 
3£D., C.S.A., to Mabt Exilt OBoeBT, danghter of the late Bev. A. H. 
Croeby. 

DIED. 

Yah Absdalb.— At Morriatown, N. J., on Monday, Jan. 85, Hbitbt Van 
Absoalb, M.D. 



MBROBOLOGT AND NSOROLOOT OF THS WEEK IN THE OTTT 

AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 

Abstract of the Offletal Beport. 
From the 18th daj of January, 1864, to the 26th day of Janaar7,186A 

2>MtA«.— Men, 181 ; womeiLlSS; boys, 168 ; girls, 118 ; total, 686. Adalt% 
856; children, 870; males, 888; females, 848; colored, 14. Infants under 
two years at age, 166. Children bom of native parents. 44 ; foreign, 201. 

Among the causes of death we notice : — Albuminuria, 8 ; apoplexy, 8 ; 
inJSuitlle con vulaiona, 88 ; croap, 84 ; diphtheria, 88 ; scarlet fever, 84 ; tvphus 
and typhoid fevera, 87 ; consumption, 77 ; smallpox, 1 ; measles. 8 ; aropsy 
In head, 18; infantile marasmus, 16: cholera, 0; cholera ineuitum, 1; 
inflammation of brain, 9; of bowels, 16; of lungs, 84; bronchitiB, 20; ery- 
8ipelaa,8; diarrhoea and dysenten^, 7. 804 deaths occurred from acute 
diJMwes^ and St fkom yiolent causes. 846 were native, and 181 foreign : 
oT whom 118 came from Ireland: 61 died in the City Charities; of 
whom 10 were in BeUevue Hospital, and 16 in the Immigrant Institution. 
AbitiBot of the Atmospherical Becord of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No. 67 Essex street, New York. 
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Bemabks.— 17th. Foff A.1I. ; clear evening. 18th, Wog and rain all day; 
about one Inch fell. 19th, Bain earlv ; variable day. 80th, Variable. 81st, 
Yariable day ; cloudy nicrht 8Sd, Fog, with Ughc rain a.m. ; clear even- 
ing. 88d, ttuj early; clear day. 



The New Tork Academy of Msdioins tviU hold its 
Regular Meeting at 8 o'clock on Wednesday evening^ Feb, 
3(2. in consequence of ihe teTnporary absence (/ Dr. Met- 
0A&1S, fm paper wiU be postponed to some futwe evening. 
Db. S. SL Gobdom vfiB read a paper upon the Non-Bpecifio 
Character of Oonorrhosa^ after which Dr. Squibb wiU re' 
Mcme hia remarks vpon the new U,S, Pharmacopma, 

New Tork Ootwty Medical Society. — A Stated Meet- 
mg of the Society wiU he held at the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, comer of 2Zd Street and Hh Avenue, on 
Monday evening next, February let, ai 7 o'clock precisely. 

The various Standing Committees are respecifuUy request 
ed to be early in attendance with their respective reports, 
Db. Leamino wiU read a paper on the Therapeutics of 
Chloride of Ammontum, Dr. 0. F. Tajlob will read a 
paper on Spinal IrritaUon^ or the Causes which tend to 
produce Bach-Ache in American Women, Dr. Sayrb w&l 
read a paper on the Surgical Management of Membranous 

Crovp, 

^smmi^eaBBBmBmammBBBaaBaBaaBaaaaB^BBaBBBSBm^am 

A Treatise on Pharmacy, — Designed 
aa a Text-Book fi>r the Btudent. and as a guide fbr the Physician and 
PlMrmaeeatist. Containing tha ofllcbal and many unofllclnal ibrmuhuk 
tad nomeroaa ezampleft of extemporaneous prosoiptiona. By Edward 
fMSh. SdBdlClon. 8n>. 1864. Price |S.00[ 

Per Bak hy BAILLIBBB BBOTHBBS, 440 Broadway. 



Extract of Hamamelis Virginica, 

OB WITCH-HAZLE. 

The attention of the Profession is called to our elegant distiUatioB 
firom the young twigs of Witch-Hazle. 

For inflammatory conditions, such as excessive congestion of the 
conjunctiva, varicose veins, hemorrhoids, all ho-morrhsgea, wheUier of 
the nose, uterus, or from wounds, the extract of Witch-Hazle will be 
found invaluable. 
For sale in bulk or in bottles of 88 ox., 16 ox., 8 oz., 4 ox, by 

CASWELL, UkOK is CO., 
Under Fifth Avenue Hotel 

Medical Department of the Univer- 

-iU- 8ity of Vermont— The next Annual Course of Lectures wilt o<nn- 
menoe the last Thursday, being the 86th, of February, 1864, and will con- 
tinue sixteen weeks. 

Msdical racuUf, 

BEV. JOSEPH TORRET, D.D., President 

SAMUEL WHITE THAYER, Jb., M.B., Bmrllngton, Prof, of Oenend 

and Special Anatomy. 
WALTER CARPENTER, M.D., Burlington, Prot of the Theory and 

Practice of Medicine and Materia Medico. 
DAYID 8. CONANT, M.D., New York, Professor of the Prindples and 

Practice of Surgery. 
JOSEPH PERKINS, M.Dn Castleton, Prof, of Obstetrics and Diseases of 

Women and Children. 
STEPHEN ROGERS, M.D., N. Y., Lecturer on Physiology and Pathology. 
HENBY M. SEELY, M.D., South Onondaga, N.Y., Pro£ of Chemii^ 

and Toxicology. 
EUWARD B. NIM8, A.B., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

8. W. THAYEB, Jb., Burlington, 

Dean </ MMieal Faeui^, 

Conditiona of Methberahip. 

At the commencement of the Session, every Student Is required to call 
on the Dean and enter his name and place of residence, and the name and 
place of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, and pay all fees for the 
course. 

J^eee.— Matriculation, 18.00; Dean's Certificate (entitling the holder to 
the Tiokets of each Professor), 150.00: Oradaafelon, $18.00. 

Students who have attended two rail courses in other regular Medical 
Institutions, will be admitted on payment of the Matriculation fee, and a 
fee of $10.00. Graduates of this and other regular Medical Schools are 
invited to attend the LectureSt free of charge. 

VACCINE 

Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this city ; put np In 
the best form for transmission to any port of the world. Prioea— eingle 
tube, 75 cts.; three, $8; single charge of el^th-day lymph, on pointed quiua, 
15 cto; fifteen points, $1 ; single charge, on convex suiihce of section or 
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PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF OBSTETRICS. 

Including the Signs, Diagnosis, Diseases of Peegnanct, and Paetubition, together with 

the Management of the Lting-in Woman and her Infant. 

By gunning S. BEDFORD, A.M^ M.D., 

Professor of Obstetrics, the Diseases of Women and Children, and Clinical Obstetrics in the University 
of New York, Author of " Clinical Lectures on the Diseases of Women and Children." Illus- 
trated by four Colored Lithographic Plates and ninety-nine Wood Engravings. One 
superb 8vo. volume of over 770 pages. Price 14.50 by mail, free of 
postage. Third Edition, carefully revised and enlarged. 

WHiLIAM WOOD & Co., 61 Walker St., New York. 

The extraordinary sale of this work, in these troublous times, is far beyond the most sanguine hopes 
of the Publisher, having passed to a Third Edition in the brief period of thirteen months from the day 
of publication. As an evidence of its high appreciation, it may be mentioned that it has already been 
adopted as the Text-Book on Obstetrics in twelve of our Medical Colleges. The following extracts will 
indicate its enthusiastic reception by the Medical Press, both at home and abroad. 



From the New York American Medical Times, 

No treatise on obstetrics has ever reoeiyed each high and Qniversal 
commendation by the Medical Press of this conntry and of Enrope. In 
matter and arrangement, in philosophic views, in elegance as Mr-cllas elo- 
quence of expres^on, there la no work in tha. English htngnoge on the 
same subject which, in our judgment, can compare with It iJr. Bedford's 
former work on the "Diseafees of Women and Children,** which receiyed 
the high honor of a translation Into the French and German languages, 
bad already placed him among the most succesaful authors in this depart- 
ment 

From the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dr. Bedford has explored the whole of his ground in a thorough, lumi- 
nous, and systematic manner. It is a national work, and should, Oierefore, 
become the text-book in the medical colleges of the United States. It la, 
indeed, a book of unsnrpassed abili^. The friends of Dr. Bedford's volume 
are not onlv of his own household, Dut foreign nations have adopted the 
products of hit mind. No one who reads this book ean be surprised at the 
large praise extended to It by some of the very beat foreign Kyiows and 
jaonuua. 

From the New York American Medical Monthly, 

We have read this book ttom the first page to the last, and, truly. It Is an 
honor to onr country. The work, the more we study it, leads us the more 
to appreciate the amount of research and labor expended upon Its produc- 
tion. We may proudly compare it with any similar foreign publication. 
The greatest fault we can find with the volume Is, not that any portion of 
it is bad, but that some parts are so superlatively excellent that even the 
brilliancy of others Is obscured. Hereafter, whether as student or practi- 
tioner, the obstetrician will need no other book, as instnictor, gmde. or 
•Qthorlty, than Bedford's "^ Principles and Practice.** 

lYom the PhUa. Medical and Surgical Reporter. 

We have read no work on this subject for many years with so much 
unalloyed pleasure and profit The style is plain, fresh— welling up ttom 
an exuberant.fouDtain— compact The whole book exhibits the careful 
preparation of the succesafUl Teacher. The pUn and arrangement of the 
work are at once comprehensive, systematic, complete— and fully posted 
to the existing state of the science. 

From the Edinhwgh Medical Journal 

The work is so good and so far excels the generality of text-books on 
obstetrics, that we wish our readers to be Ininressed with a sense of its 
soondnesa, readablenesa, and worth. We con, therefore, give Dr. Bedford's 
Tolnme no higher praise than to say It Is remarkable among its cotempo- 
raries, for soundnees In scientific views, readablenesa as a literary compo- 
slUon, and worthy as a guide of practice. 

From the Glasgow Medical Journal. 

JJ f ^ with considerable interest that we opened the imposing volume, 
which Dr. Bedford has given to the world. It has caused Its author many 
an hour of thought and toIL which would otherwise, perhaps, have consti- 
tuted the leisure of a busy life. We have read the work with great olea- 
snre, and, as a pimctical guide, it is nnsurpassed. 

From the British American Journal^ Montreal. 

We congratulate Dr. Bedford on the success he has achieyed. It is 
more than s success— it is a triumph. His book comes seasonably in, and 
Bupplles a ivant, as regards minuteness of practical detail, in which other 
works CD this subject were deficient excelling, possibly, but certainly 
rlTalllng, the great TreaUse of Kamabotham. *»*'■'' ' 

IVom the Canada Lancet^ Montreal. 

We do not wonder at Bedford's ** Principles and Practice of Obstetrics** 
being adopted by so many colleges as a Text-Book ; It would rather hare 
surorlsed us had they not done sa We congratuhite the author on his 
weO-merited sQceess. 

From the Land. Brit and For. Med.-Chir. Review. 

^J^^t^^d^X*^X}*^'?^^^?^^ ^^ practical treatise upon obste- 
trics, bnragiit np to the existing state of science, and embracing the ana- 



tomy, physiology, and signs and diseases of pregnancy, parturition, and 
childbed. All these subjects, with the physiologic disquisitions arising 
out of some of them, are discussed. Assuredly, so comprehensive a course 
was never, perhops, before given. The yolume is eyiaently the result of 
great labor and research, and contains a yast deal of information, and that 
of a recent kind, upon all subjects connected direotiy or indirectly with 
obstetric medicine. 

From the Gazette MedicalCj Paris. 

A carefVil perusal of this Book has Impressed us with unequiyooal 
respect for the Author. The entire volume develops fine scholarship, 
ana abounds on every page with evidences of the must thorough researchi 
The work is, indeed, an honor to American Medical Authorshin, and may 
proudly take Its place by the side of our best European standard boots 
on obstetrics. 

IVom the Chicago Medical Journal, 

The author deserves the thank s of the profession for haying produced a 
national work of such unequivocal value. It is systematic without being 
cramped or rigid ; it is comprehensive without being tedious ; It is learned 
and exact without being pedantic and finical. We predict that the vast 
labor, extensive research, enthusiasm, and ability, which Dr. Bedford has 
lavished on this book will give It the very first place in the estimation 
of the profession. 

From the Cincinnati Lancet and Observer. 

This treatise should be in the hands of every physician and stndent In 
the land. It has no superior, and few, if any, equals, In any oountry. 
Progress Is plainly written on every page. The author has presented na 
an originality, which Is quite refreshing in these days of flnnkeyism and 
imitation. 

FVom the Chicago Medical Examiner. 

Dr. Bedford has presented the profession with a very superiOT work, and 
we are deoelved if we be not nnlversally sustained In this opinion. It will 
be to the American practitioner an interesting as well as a profitable com- 
panion. As an American work we are proud of it, and most cordially re- 
commend it as the Text-Book on. Obstetrics. 

From the Cincinnati Medical and Surgical News. 

Dr. Bedfbrd*s book has had an nnparalleled success which speaks volomea 
for the Intelligence of the profession, as the author, we think, has glveD 
us a work of more Intrinsic value than any other on the same subject 
now In existence. Any interruption while reading it is an annoyances 
and we return to the mental feast as the hungry child to its intercepted 
meal. The physician who does not procure a copy of this admirable M>ok. 
and read it, will not only be deprived of a treat, but should be considered 
behind the times. 

From the Phila, North Amer. Medico- Chir, Review. 

The skllftil obstetrician wields a ready pen on every page. The book 
Is a complete treatise on the subject it discusses, and Is very flill in 
matters which are but lightly dwelt upon In works on obstetrics. 

From the Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal 

A book of unsurpassed excellence ; we know of no treatise in which 
the vast subject of scientific and practical obstetrics has been so tho- 
roughly discussed. It is the best worx on obstetrics in the English language. 

From the Berkshire Medical Journal. 

This book comes fW)m a high source. Dr. Bedford stands before the 
profession with authority in his department His work displays, as would 
be expected f^om such a source, a tnorough acqaintance with tne literature 
of the subject, past and present, down to the very latest e3q>edient8, and 
the extensive practical knowledge of a popular obstetildan. 

From the N. T. Nortli Amer. Journal of JHomcsopaihy. 

This book deals with accumulated facts, and profound generalizations, in 
which none but the clearest Intellect, and the most critical observer can 
be perfectly at home in fulness of detail, lucidity of arrangement and 
philosophical analysis Dr. Bedford's yolume will long stand as a model 
work, and will become the favorite text-book in the schools, as ^ell i^ 
the most valued guide of the practitioner. 



HedMTimefl. HAMILTON ON GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE HEAD. 



F«b. 6,1864. 61 



driginal f frfum* 

LECJTURES ON 

GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE HEAD. 
By frank H. HAMILTON, M.D., 
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LECTURE I— PART I. 
GnnniEN— Bdbre entering upon the consideration of 
gonshot injuries of the head, I must call your attention to 
certain anatomical peculiarities in those parts whose lesions 
we are about to study. 

The intej^uments of the scalp are dense, firm, inelastic, 
composed m a great measure of cellulo-fibrous tissue, 
which bind them very firmly to the occipito-frontalis ten- 
don over the top and sides of the head; they are highly 
vascular, and lie expanded upon a broad, smooth, and 
convex surface of bone. The scalp is covered with hair, 
whose bulbs project far into the subjacent areolar tissue. 

The occipito-frontalis tendon, broad, firm, and fibrous 
— «>read out between a large portion of the integument 
and the skull— is united, as we have seen, to the slon very 
closely, but to the pericranium very loosely. 

The cranium, invested immediately by the pericranium 
npcm its outer side, and by the dura mater upon its inner 
side, is composed in the adult of two plates, an extwnal 
and an internal plate, with an intermediate diploic struc- 
ture. The external plate is thin and tough ; the internal 
plate is thicker but more brittle. The diploe is vascular, 
and abounds e^ecially in venous sinuses. Between the 
two periosteal membranes, the pericranium and dura 
mater, there is an intimate vascular communication. The 
dura mater is finnly adherent to the inner plate in early 
life, but much more k)osely in middle life. The inner sur^ 
&oe of the skull is grooved at various points by arteries 
and venous sinuses; and sometimes the arteries, as for 
example the arteria media meningea, course in a complete 
canal formed in the walls of the inner table. 

The brain is invested by three separate membranes, each 
possessing a distinct anatomical character, namely the dura 
mater^-a fibrous membrane, and which has been already 
moitioned as the internal periosteum — the tunica arach- 
noides a saxws membrane, and the pia mater a vascular 
membrane. 

The brain itself, of a most delicate and firagile structure 
supported by various duplicatures of its membranous enve^ 
lopes, occupies all of the remaining space within the skull, 
^ept that which is necessarily occupied by its numerous 
affierent and efferent nerves ana vessels. 

The brain is the organ of the mind, and one of the great 
foimtains of life. !flbere are three principal sources or 
centres of animal existence, namely, the cerebro-spinal 
centres, the lungs, and the h«urt^ and of these the cerebro- 
spinal axis seems to be the chief; it is that which especially 
presides over all the others. 

Manv of the peculiar results consequent upon injuries 
of the head will find an expkmation in the anatomical con- 
ditions which I have now briefly declared. Some of these 
peculiar results I will attempt to indicate. 

When the integuments of the scalp have been severed, 
and have once been withdrawn from each other at the 
pofart of separation, they are not easily replaced; and if an 
attempt is made to replace them and maintain them in 
position by sutures^ the tension will <^n cause the sutures 
to cut out, and will greatly increase tiie tendency to in- 
flammation in the adjacent tissues. 

When vessels which have been divided, have been 
allowed to retract within this dense structure, it will be 
difficult to seize and secure them : but compression can be 
^)plied much more effectually here than elsewhere, on 
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account of the breadth and smoothness of the bony struc- 
ture underneath. 

The fact that the scalp is prone to erysipelatous inflam- 
mation, is probably due to the dense fibro-cellular charac- 
ter of its structure. 

Slight wounds bleed fireely, for the reason that its ves- 
sels, although not large, are very numerous. 

The compactness of the skin, together with the firmness 
with which it is bound down to the occipito-frontalis ton* 
don, explains the peculiar form of the swellings caused by 
slight blows upon the head, and in which the skin is not 
broken. The olood-vessels, lying exposed upon this flat or 
convex surface, and being very superficial, are easily rup- 
tured ; and when the blood has escis^)ed from the vessels, it 
cannot pass readily from one point to another in the areo- 
lar tissue, but the extravasation becomes limited, and the 
tumor which is found is round, abruptly defined, and elas- 
tic ; indeed, it resembles very much a common encysted 
tumor. It is very unlike similar efiusions in most other 
portions of the body. For example, if a blow is received 
upon the arm, and blood is efiused, the swelling is difiused ; 
and the same is the fact, usually, in all other parts except 
where a bone lies immediately subjacent to the skin. 

The facility with which these blood-vessels are ruptur- 
ed, will enable us to understand that we cannot always 
I'udge of the amount of injury, or of the force of the blow, 
by the degree of swelling. 

The depth to which the bulbs of the hiur are projected 
into the skin causes them to project sometimes upon the 
under-surface, when the scalp is torn up ; and in a few in- 
stances I have seen them drawn fairly through upon the 
under-surface, in such a way that if the scalp was laid down 
before their removal they would be found to act as foreign 
substances and prevent union by first intention. They must 
therefore be seized by the forceps and drawn ouL and this 
can only be done by taking hold of them from below. 

If blood is efiused under the occipito-frontalis tendon, 
between it and the pericranium, when the cellular tissue is 
very loose, it is very broadly diffused generally, and in this 
way mav be easily distinguished fix>m efiusions of blood be- 
tween the tendon and the skin. The truth is, however, that 
few vessels lie in this situation, and bloody effusions under the 
tendon are comparativelv rare. But at a lata: day it is not 
very uncommon to find here ef^isions of pus, which dissect 
up the aponeurosis extensively^ and do great mischief be- 
fore they reach the surface. OccasionaBy these abscesses 
are misti^en for fractures accompanied with depression, 
pus having been poured out, but being limited by fibrinous 
effusion around the margins of the purulent deposit This 
outer fibrinous wall is high and precipitous on its inner cir- 
cumference, but gradually inclines downwards on its outer 
circumference to the level of the adjacent sound sldn, so 
that when the finger is slid across the scalp it rises imper- 
ceptibly to the summit of this inclined plane, and there falls 
off abruptly as from the edge of a crater. The fibrinous 
elevation is mistaken for the skuU, and the solid bone at the 
bottom of the soft purulent deposit is supposed to be a frag- 
ment of the skull depressed. 

Even a collection of half-fluid blood, after the lapse of 
two or three davs, when the parts have become innamed 
and swollen, will sometimes lead to the same error. 

If pus forms under the pericranium it is again circum- 
scribed ; indeed, it is in general more circumscribed than is 
the primary emision of blood outside of the aponeurotic 
tendon of the occipito-firontalis. 

Blood is very rarely found effused between the pericrar 
nium and skiilL The formation of pus at this point is indi- 
cated by the following circumstances. After the lapse of 
severiU days from the receipt of the injury a small puffy 
swelling appears, accompanied with considerable tenderness 
and some pain. The original injury may have been ye^y 
slight, or more severe, and the pain with tenderness pc^ay 
have persisted fr^m the moment of the ^receipt of the ii^jury, 
or it may have beei^ fycsp nqticed at the period of the forma- 
tion of thp n^atter. What eq>Q(aally characterizes the 
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formation of matter at this point is the occurrence of the 
swelling at a late date, and its circumscribed form ; and, if 
the pus continues to accumulate, or if the disease pro- 
gresses, that portion of the outer plate of the skull irom 
which the pericranium is separated, wiU die and exfoliate ; 
eventually also the capillaries, which establish a communi- 
cation between the outer ana inner tables, will convey the 
inflammation inwards, and pus will be deposited between 
the dnra mater and skull. In this way sometimes apparently 
trifling accidents prove ultimately fatal 

In other cases the order of events appears to be reversed, 
and the inflammation, with the consequent suppuration be- 
ginning within the akull but outside of the dura mater, is sub- 
sequently propagated to the pericranium. The tumor which 
forms under the scalp has tne same form and general cha- 
racteristics, but it is preceded by signs of irritation or of 
compression of the brain, such as dilatation of the pupils, 
strabismus, restlessness, partial paralysis of one or more of 
the extremities, convulsions, coma, &c 

Let us now, gentlemen, make a brief synopsis or resumd 
of these epicranial tume&ctions, and at tne same time 
notice briefly the various indications of treatment to which 
they give rise. First^ effusions between (he skin and ocdpito- 
JroniaMs tendon, of which there are three kinds ; thus 
a swelling occurring immediately after the receipt of an 
injury, distinctly circumscribed in its form, round,abrupily 
elevated, elastic, sometimes of a bluish color, is known to 
be an emision of blood between the skin and the tissues 
immediately subjacent This is the form of accident which 
happens so ofl^n with children, and which you have seen 
illustrated in the case of the man brought into my division 
at the Bellevue Hospital a few days ago. He has upon his 
head two of these sweUinffs, one of which is upon his fore- 
head, and quite large. The accident was the result of the 
fidl of a pile of wood upon his head. He received a mo- 
mentary concussion of the brain, but soon recovered his 
senses completely ; under the apphcation of cool water 
lotions continued three or four days, these swellings have 
entirely disappeared. This is the onW treatment which I 
recommend to you in similar cases. The blood is in gene- 
ral speedily absorbed, but not while it lies accumulated in 
mass. Gradually it becomes difiused into the surrounding 
tissues, and as me diffusion occurs the absorption slowly 
takes place. 

A second form of tumefaction, having the same anatomi- 
cal relations, occurs a little later, and is the result of inflam- 
mation. This is composed of serum and fibrin, and its 
diaracteristics are too well known to require a more spe- 
cial description. Occasionally, also, llie primary blood 
swelling or the later inflammatory swelling may result 
in the formation of pus. In either case the matter points 
readily, and its evacuation by the knife is easily accom- 
plished. The surgeon is ver^ likely to be deceived, how- 
ever, by certain changes, which sometimes occur in these 
primary blood swellings, by which he is led to suppose that 
suppuration has taken place, when the fact is otherwise. 
In consequence of the gradual separation of the serum from 
the fibrin, which latter is deposited with the clot around 
the circumference of the cavity, the tumor grows soft and 
fluctuates in its centre, giving to the touch a sensation retj 
much as if it contained pus j but in general, the diagnosis 
zna^ be corrected by ascertaining whether the present con- 
dition has been preceded by much soreness, pain, and 
throbbing ; and especially by observing that if pus has 
formed, ue tension of the skin has been steadily increasing, 
while, if it is onlf blood and serum, the tension has been 
gradually diminismng. 

Second. Effusions between the ocdpUo-fronUilis and 
j>ericranium,'^PTunsTj effusijons ot bloody I have declared 
to be rare at this point ; swellings firom inflammation are 
more common, and their resul^ namely, suppuration and 
sometimes gangrene, are very destructive. Juoth tiie pri- 
mary eflbsions of blood and th^ efi^ons of pus at a Uter 
period may be mistaken for fracture -fnth depression. All 
forms of effusion at this point are charapt^z^ \)j difliisipn. 



The treatment first and imperatively demanded in 
either case is early and free incisions ; after which, cool or 
tepid water fomentations to control the inflammation. Of 
course, the surgeon will not neglect such constitutional mea- 
sures as bleeding, cathartics, low diet^ and absolute rest^ 
according as one or the other may seem to be required. 

Third, fusions between the dura mater and ekvU, — Here 
we seldom notice a swelling except as the consequence of 
the formation of pus, the tumefaction occurring as late as 
the 7th, 8th, or even I4th day ; being preceded, accompa- 
nied, or followed by pain, tenderness, and signs of cerebral 
disturbance ; the latter always indicating that the brain or 
its meninges is implicated. 

The treatment consists in the early evacuation of the 
pus by opening freely to the bone ; and if there is reason 
to suppose that pus lias formed underneath the bone, the 
trephme must be appUed, although it will be admitted that 
very litUe encouri^ment can now be given that this, or 
any other operation, will save the life of the patient. 



^riflinal Commnnkations. 

THROMBI IN CARDIAC CAYITIES. 
By W. M. DORRAN, M.D., 

ACT. AMStn, BUB«BOV VAA^ fiATOtO BOtPRAl, XMMPBtti TBOt, 

While on dut^ as Ward Surgeon at the Union General 
Hospital, in this city, during uie past summer and faU, I 
met, in making post-mortem examinations, with several 
cases of thrombi in cardiac cavities. Perhaps the follow- 
ing particulars, although imperfect, may be suffidently 
interesting for publication. I propose referring to eight 
cases, only three of which belonged to my ward, and one. 
No. 7, also came under my charge a week before death. 

Oasi I. — H. H. Whitney, pnvate, Co. D, 63d Mass. 
Vols., a discharged soldier (I believe), on his way home 
from New drleans, being imable to proceed further, was 
admitted into Union Hospital, August 15th. He was 
quite a youth, of slight build, hair and eyes light-colored. 
He had been in hospital, but had convalesced and was a 
good deal improved when he started from New Orleans. 
On the second day of his journey he became very ill On 
admission he was found very much prostrated, and present- 
ed symptoms of typhoid, with diarrhoea. On the second 
day after adnoission, left; parotid gland became mndi in- 
flamed ; third day, he complained of pain in the breast; cre- 
pitation was detected on the left side anteriorly. He died 
on the fourth day. 

Autopsy made ten hours after death, — ^Half-pint of serum 
found in each pleural cavity ; the two layers of right pleura 
rather firmly adherent; recent deposit of coagulaBle lymph 
on left pleura, connecting both lobes of the lung. Inferior 
portion of superior lobe of left lung hepatized Thrombi 
were found in cardiac cavities, and they extended into the 
vessels connected with the heart The liver and sf^een 
were found enlarged and very much congested Peyer*8 

Eatches and the sohtary glands were diseased, preaenting 
lack dots Hke recentiy shaved beard 
IL — Gkorge A. Spriggs, private, Co. C, 119th Hlinoia 
Vols. I first saw him four days previous to death. He 
was much prostrated: mind very dull; countenance 
flushed ; temperature or the surfiice not increased ; tongue 
coated; bowels sluggish: heart beats 110 per minute, 
sounds muffled, action labored; pulse weak, the stroke 
appearing double; dyspnoea very great; sibilant and 
sonorous r&les all over both lungs ; crepitation over the 
right lung anteriorly ; resonance somewhat diminished all 
over, especially where crepitation existed. He died the 
eighth day after admission. 

Autopsy twelve hovre after death, — ^Lungs congested, but 
spongy, except the lower portion of the upper lobe of the 
right ^ung, which was hepatized Broncnial tubes cott- 



MadkalTlmw. 



DORRAN ON THROMBI IN CARDIAC CAVITIES. 



Feb. «, 18<i, 68 



teined a large quantity of mnoo-pnrulent matter, and their 
lining membrane was mnch congested, giving evidence of 
inflammation. Pericardial sac contained I ij. of serom. 
Thrombi in the cardiac cavities, extending into the vessels; 
the thrombus in the pnlmonary artery was branched, cor- 
re^nding to the branches of the artery. The liver 
weighed over six pounds, and was of a blue color; spleen 
w^faed twenty-three ounces, was dark blue. 

m.— James Martin, Co. 0, lldth Illinois admitted 
into Ward A (not mme)^ Oct. 16th ; was then affected with 
diarrhoea and hsBmorrhoids, but not seriously. 26th. — ^Ab- 
domen became t3rmpanitic and painful ; dysuria existed, 
for which the catheter was usedj turpentine stupes 
and emplastrum cantharidis gave considerable relief in the 
coarse of twenty-four hours, but the symptoms recurred 
asain next day with greater severity, and ^e pain extend- 
ed up into the thorax ; dyspnoea and orthopnoea became 
severe ; pulse became weak and frequent. He died No- 
vember IsL 

Autojmy iweniu hours after deoGi, — ^Both layers of pleura 
on the right side firmly adherent; lungs congested, but 
spongy; pericardial sac contained four ounces of serum. 
llirombi m cardiac cavities, extending into vessels ; Hver 
eoDsideraUy enlarged ; spleen eighteen ounces. 

rV. — ^A patient in Ward A, November 5th, became 
affected with double pneumonia; the dyspnoea was 
vei^ painful He died November 7th. He had been 
an mvalid for about one year ; was affected with diarrhoea 
and intermittent fever at different times during that period. 
He was pale and somewhat emaciated, and had diarrhoea, 
not severe, just previous to the attack of pneumonia. 

Auioptjf sixteen hours after death. — ^There existed a 
depodt of coagulable lymph, nearly half an inch thick 
in some places^ on the rignt pleura; posteriorly the 
upper portions of the pleural membranes adhered quite 
firmly. No effusion into pleural cavities. The whole of 
the nght lung, except a portion about tbe size of a man's 
fist at the apex, was completely hepatized; indeed, the 
inferior lobe was more solid than tne tissue of healdiy 
fiver; inferior half of left lung hepatised, remainder •con- 
gested ; lobes adherent by coagulable lymph. Pericardial 
sac contained three ounces of serum. Cardiac cavities 
contained thrombi similar to previous cases. laver about 
six and a half pounds in wei^t ; spleen eighteen ounces. 

V. — John <>amer, private^ Co. A, 118th Illinois, in 
June last had an attadc of bihous fever, and subsequently 
had intermittent fever (he says). On admiasion. S^t 28th, 
be presented a waxy paleness of the skin, haa oedema of 
the lower extremities, torpidity of the renal function, and 
some diarrhoea. In the course of a few weeks the diar- 
ihoea yrwB rdieved, but abdominal dropsy began to develop. 
DioreticB were tried^ but the kidneys could not be stimu- 
lated to action. Diarrhoea returned, and he lingered on. 
About Nov. 1st the stomach became very irritable; he 
vomited his food frequently, became prostrated, and 
an his symptoms were aggravated. About Uiis time he 
bemn to complain of soreness of the throat in the lami- 
geal region. Stupes and counter-irritation were inemca- 
dooa. In a few nays dysphagia supervened. He became 
affected vrith a severe cough, and had copious viscid 
sputa ; a cardiac murmur exited, heard most distinctlv at 
the apex. His symptoms increased, and he continued to 
■nk until 8th November, when he died. 

AMtop0^ sixteen Jumrs after decUh. — The epiglottis, glot- 
tis^ and vocal cords were hypertrophied. so that the en- 
tranee into the glottis and the rima glottidis was dimi- 
nidiad neariy one-hal£ The mucous membrane of the 
larynx and trachea^ and of the bronchial tubes, was much 
congested, showing signs of inflammation. The right 
pleual cavity contained two pints, the 1^ one pint of 
ssroQS fluid : the lungs were congested, but not hepatiaed. 
The pericaroial sac contained about four ounces of^serum. 
Gardiao cavitiea of the left side of the heart contained 
thrombL Edges of the mitral valve were thickened, to 
of which a thrombus was adherent. The mucous 



membrane of the ilium, coecum, and colon, was inflamed. 
The lower portions of the colon and rectum were hyper- 
trophied, the canal was narrowed, and the glands were 
much enlarged. The mesenteric glands were hypertro- 
phied. The abdominal cavity contained about three quarts 
of serum. The kidney indurated; liver would weigh 
about five pounds ; the spleen twelve ounces. 

VI.— Georce W. Gully, private, Co. F, 120th Illinois ; 
was a convalescent ttom bronchitis in Ward C (not my 
ward). He was able to walk about and go out for a few 
weeks previous to Nov. 15th, but on that day he was 
attacked rather suddenly with thoracic difficulty, attended 
with pain and dyspnoea. The ward surgeon was unable 
to come to a positive diagnosis, for physical exploration 
revealed to him no positive symptom. Anodynes were 
prescribed, and gave some rehef temporarily. He died 
November 17th. 

An Autopsy was made ten hours after. The lungs were 
healthy ; about two ounces of serum in pericardial sac ; the 
heart cavities were found to contain very large thrombi ; 
the thrombus found in the right heart weighed six 
drachms; a ribbon-shaped thrombus extended from the 
left ventricle into the aorta, measuring about twelve inches 
in len^ ; tiie liver was hypertrophied, about six pounds 
in weight, and quite fiiable, so that the texture was 
easQy boerated or torn by me fingers; the spleen was 
about twenty- seven ounces. 

Vn.— Alvey M. Black, private, Co. C, 62d IDs., admitted 
November 14, with chronic diarrhoea of two months* stand- 
ing. He was very pale from anemia ; had lost flesh ; was 
much debilitated, and his bowels moved eight to ten times 
in twentv-four hours. In the course of a couple of weeks 
his diarrhoea was somewhat relieved, but he stall continued 
very weak: after another week the diarrhoea increased 
again, and ne continued to sink until December 11, when 
he died. For thirty-six hours previous to death his hands 
and feet were numb and cold. For ten days previous to 
death a systolic murmur was audible, and the first sound 
of the heart was of a muffled character ; whether or not 
this existed previously I cannot say. 

An AtUopsy was made ten hours after death. The lungs 
were found to present a bloodless appearance, and were 
not more than half the sise usually presented after death 
by men of his size j the lung tissue was spongy and firee 
from tubercles; pencardial sac contained about two ounces 
of serum; the cardiac cavities contained thrombi, those 
in the right heart being the larger ; the thrombus, which 
extended from the right auricle through the auricmo-ven- 
tricular opening, was attached to the tricuspid valvea and 
extended into the ventricle, so as almost completely to 
obstruct the blood on its onward course ; the tnrombi in 
the right heart were small, and attacjied to the mitral 
valves ; the lower portion of the ilium, the coecum, and the 
colon were in a morbid condition, being very easily torn, 
and the mucous membrane was very mpon ulcerated; 
extensive destruction of it had taken place, and where it 
was not destroyed, it was much thickened; tne mesenteric 
glands were veir much enlarged, and many of them 
indurated ; the kidneys were nypertrophied. and of a 
pale color * itte liver was enlarged, and woula weigh six 
pounds; the spleen about twelve ounces; the hq>fttic tis- 
sue was very friable. 

YHL — Owen Gilgin, Q. M. Department^ admitted into 
Union Hospital, November 21, with orchitis. About De- 
cember 1 he came under my charge ; the testicle had nearly 
returned to health ; next day he was attacked vnth dysen- 
tery : had twenty-four stools in twenty-four hours; passed 
blood each time; he became greatly prostrated; i^petite 
completely gone; tongue covered with a thick brown ooat; 
tenderness in the course of the colon. Counter-irritation to 
the abdomen was tried; all the vegeteble astringents were 
prescribed one after the other in various combinations ; tur- 
pentine emulsion was persevered in for several days; the 
lead and opram pill v^as tried, also injections of the power- 
ful astringents, and anodynes were firequently given; opium 
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was largely used per mouth and rectum, but all to no pur- | 
pose, for the dysentery could not be checked, and blood 
continued to be passed with every stxxd ; the patient became 
more and more prostrated, although stimulants were given 
as much as the stomach would bear ; he could get neither 
rest nor sleep, and died December 14. 

An Autopsy was made twelre hours after death. The 
lungs were healthy ; the cardiac cavities contained very 
large thrombi ; the lower portion of the ilium was congest- 
ed; the coecum and colon were extensively diseased. 
The condition of the mucous membrane from the ileo-coecal 
valve to the anus, was indescribable ; to say that it was 
very much ulcerated, that it was honey-combed, gives but 
a faint idea of its morbid condition ; two-thirds of Uie mem- 
brane were destroyed by ulceration; the one-third that 
remained was changed and very much thickened; the 
muscular, cellular, and peritoneal tissues of the colon were 
ux. times their normal thickness ; the walls of the g^t were 
increased by hypertrophy to such a degree, that Sae canal 
was not half its natural dimensions ; the mesenteric glands 
were very much hvpertrophied, and many of the largest 
were indurated; the liver was not much larger uum 
the normal size ; the q>leen was rather below the normal 
size. 

In reference to the thrombi themselves, it might be said 
that they are of a whitish color, not unlike fatty tissue, but 
fine and smooth. The substance is firm and elastic : a por- 
tion placed in alcohol for a week was capable ot being 
stretc&ed to double its length, then contracted like India- 
rubber. It could be torn into fine fibres longitudinally, 
like white fibrous tissua These bodies were wider in 
the auricles than in the ventricles. They usually occupied 
the cavity of the auricular processes, and interdigitated 
with l^e columme pectinatas. In the auricles thev are usu- 
ally one to one and a quarter inch in diameter, of a circu- 
lar or oval shape about a quarter of an inch in thickness. A s 
they descend they become narrower ; in passing through 
into the ventricle they usually adhere to the valves ; then 
at the apex of the ventricle they are again attached to the 
column® camese, and interdigitate vrith them ; then pass 
upwards out of the ventricular cavities into tne aorta, or 
pulmonary artery. In one case I found it attached to one 
of the semilunar valves, and the valve was torn. The por- 
tion contained in the ventricle is usually about one-haa of 
an indi wide, and is fiat. They usually occupy the pul- 
monary veins near the heart, being a continuation from 
the left auride, and also the venes cavi^ especially the 
descendens, in which it is generally much longer than in 
the ascending vena cava. 

That these bodies are not of post^mcMrtem origin may be 
quite oondusively inferred from the fact^ that they adhere 
80 closely to the endocardium, and also that they inter- 
digitate quite minutely with tne columnsB camese, which 
they would not be likely to do if these latter were at rest 
dunng their deposit The portions in the cardiac cavities 
are always firmer and whiter than portions which extend 
into the vessels. The distal extremities in the vessels are 
softer and more colored, more nearly resembling ordinary 
dot, yet difiering from clot in that it is more resisting and 
tenadous, and the probability is, that it required only 
time for that portion to become white and firm by destruc- 
tion of the red blood corpuscles entangled in the material 
dT which thrombi are composed. What that material is, 
and what the cause or condition is which produces it^ 
are questions for consideration. 

In the eight cases referred to, the liver was affected 
either by increase of tissue or by increase of blood, or by 
botii ; it was increased in size ; in some cases very much so. 
In two cases it was C[uite finable ; in two it was of quite a 
Mazarin blue color ; m seven of the eight cases the sple&a, 
was either much or very much hypertrophied ; and its 
texture friable in one case ; and mudi bluer than normal in 
two cases ; but in one case it was not increased in size. 
This proves that they may exist without enlargement of 
the spleen. The size of the thrombi did not oorrespond 



with the size of the liver, yet the existence of eidargement 
of that organ, whenever they are present, is a significant 
fact. Cases in which they are found were, as a general 
rule, ancemic patients. Bennett has established the fact, 
that " Leucocythsmia*' is caused by diseased sj^een ana 
liver. Yirchow has established the fact, that whenever the 
lymphatic glands are affected, either by inflammation in 
^emselves or in organs with which they are connected^ 
there will be hyperinosis (and also leukssmia of the blood), 
that is, an excess of fibrin forming material present in the 
blood. This is an important £b^ in the consideration 
of thrombi, for in each of the cases above mentioned 
there was either enlarged liver and enlarged apleen, or 
enlarged mesenteric ghmds, or enlarged bronchial glands : 
which conditions, according to the highest authority, would 
give rise to leucocythsemia and hyperinosis ; and uiese are 
the materials most probably, namely : colorless blood-cor- 
puscles (in excess), and fibrin, or fibrmoid (in excess), of 
which thrombi are composed. Now, when the blood con- 
tarns these elements in excess, the patient will probably be 
ancemic, and deposits will form on rough surfaces. Sudi 
blood passing through the heart finds a favorable con- 
dition m the cavity of the appendix auricularis. There 
are the columnce pectinated, which offer a conve- 
nient nidus for the adhesive material in the blood; 
for, adhesive it is, as shown by its dose and firm attach- 
ments when attempts are made to remove it after death. 
The foundation of Uie thrombus once laid, a continuation 
of its development, by deposits from the blood, is a 
natural consequence ; and wnen the deposit is first made, 
a good many red as well as white blood corpusdes may be 
entanded, but^ according to Yirchow, the red corpusdes 
lose their color^ and Ij^come disorganized after a time 
under such oonditions. 



PERSULPHATE OF IRON IN DIPHTHERIA. 
By p. J. FARNSWORTH, M.D., 

OF LTOM8, IOWA. 

A OABM of diphtheria occurring in my practice not long 
since, in whicn a blister had been applied to the chest pre- 
vious to the attack, the diphtheritic membrane appeared on 
the denuded surface. 

The throat symptoms were not very severe, but the 
blister became intensely painful, and all the constitutional 
symptoms of a severe form of the disease appeared. 

Qrkye tonics and stimulants, as usual in such cases, and 
made a topical application of nitrate of silver. Found that 
the caustic did little towards removing the external mem- 
brane, from its forming an impenetrsS)le covering by coa- 
gulating the albumen. Tr. of iodine seemed more effectual, 
but produced pain wherever it came in contact with the 
denuded sur&ce; implied powdered alum, which seemed 
to act like the nitrate of silver. Hydrochloric add removed 
the membrane ; but it reappeared ; besides, tiie acid was 
painful in its implication. 

Next tried tiie preparations of iron. Made a solution of 
tr. fer. mur. 3 j. ad aquas Ijf^ sweetened with a Utde honey, 
to be given every two hours, in teaspoonful doses. At the 
same time made an application of the solution of persul- 
phate of iron (reduced one-half) to the external membrane. 
This gave less pain than any of the previous appHcations ; 
and, after two or three days, removed the membrane per- 
manentiy. My patient made a good recovery. 

While several cases of diphtheria were pending, I acd- 
dentally burned the back of my forefinger m>m the second 
to the third joint. It was only slight^ burnt, and I paid 
littie attention to it for several days; when I awoke one 
morning with a severe pain in my £u3ger, my hand swollen, 
and soreness of the axillary glands. Uncov^ng m^ finger, 
I found the injured part covered with a diphtheritic mem- 
brane. Made an explication of the solid nitrate of silver, 
and applied a poultice. It seemed to grow worse. Next made 
an ap]pication of the fer. persulphas, which had a solvent 
power over the membrane, and, after a few applications, tb« 
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8ore became healthy in appearance, and the inflammation 
sabsided. 

Since the above occurred I have bad but four cases of 
diphtheria, and in each have used no other remedies than 
the tr. fer. mur. and a topical application of the fer. per- 
sulphas. All recovered quickly. Wo are often called to see 
cases of diphtheria which are wholly beyond the reach of 
the physician's art from the beginning; but I think that in 
the curable cases we possess, m the above preparations of 
iron, as near a specific as we have for most diseases. 

I do not mean to say that stimulants or other tonics are 
to be discarded; but I know of no other article that 
possesses both the properties of a solvent of the membrane, 
and is at the same time so valuable a tonic as the sesqui- 
ehloride or persulphate of iron, and would rather trust 
them alone against the disease tnan all the other remedies 
yet tried. 

Ltons, Janosry 1, 18M. 

RESECTION OF THREE INCHES OF THE UPPER 
THIRD OF THE FEMUR— 

RESECTIONS OF THE SHAFT OF THE HUMERUS. 

By JOHN HOMANS, JR, Asst. Surq. U.S.A. 

Private James Reid, of the 162d New York Vols., was 
admitted a patient in St James's United States General 
Hospital, July 3d, 1863. A few days previously he had 
been wounded at Springfield Landing, near Port Hudson, 
during an attack upon that post by the rebels, sustaining a 
compound gunshot fracture of the right thigh at the upper 
third. Oti entrance the thigh was but slightly swollen; 
the shortening was about an inch and a half. The bullet 
had entered on the anterior it^ce of the limb, about four and 
a half inches below Poupart's ligament, and had passed out 
at a point about four inches below the great trochanter ; 
paeamg just outside the femoral artery (which vessel was 
unharmed, imd lay towards the median line of the body as 
compared with the track of the ball), shattering the femur 
in its passage. I determined to make an effort to save the 
limb, for experience had taught me how much conservative 
surgery can accomplish in gunshot fractures of the thigh. 
A Smith's anterior splint was applied, but it was soon 
removed, as the patient was uncomfortable ; and the limb 
was placed on a double inclined plane. The orifice of 
entrance soon healed, and pus, which soon began to be dis- 
charged quite freely, flowed out through the lower open- 
ing. On the 29th of July, as the patient's condition was 
fiivorable for operation, I determined to remove all the 
necrosed bone possible, and, if necessary, to resect a por- 
tion of the shah, of the femur. The patient was placed 
under the influence of chloroform, and an incision two and 
a half inches long was made from either side of the orifice 
of exit in the dim^ion of the long axis of the limb. Seve- 
ral pieces of necrosed bone were removed, and the end of 
each fragment of the fractured femur was turned out and 
sawn off with a chain-saw beyond the point where the 
bone was bare. The periosteum along toe course of the 
linea aspera was carefully preserved and peeled off from the 
bone, or rather the bone was gently torn away from the 
periosteum. About three inches of the femur were thus 
resected. No untoward symptoni followed for more than 
two months, and in Octob^ the limb could be raised by the 
he^ and onion was quite firm. About this time he was 
attacked with erysipelas, which seemed to be caused by 
the whitewashing of the ward in which he lay ; but the 
attack was slight and soon passed off. In November he 
oould walk about on crutches, and bend his knee sUghtly. 
I noticed that union took place first and mainly along the 
inner side of the bone ; and as the periosteum here was 
preserved entire, there was not so much shortening as 
woold otherwise have resulted, it being only three and a 
half inches. In December he was discharged from service 
and sailed for New York. How useful a limb he will have 
cannot yet be determined, but amputation would have 
killed hun. 



RESfeCTTONS OF THE SHAFT OF THE HUMERUS. 

Capt. John Cook, 91st New York, 62 years old, was 
wounded at Port Hudson on the 27th May, 1863, and 
entered St. James's Hospital, New Orleans, on the 29th, 
He sustained a gunshot fracture of the right humerus at the 
lower third, and on the 31st May two and a half inches of 
the shaft, irom the condyles upwards, were removed by 
Doctor Avery of the 9th Conn. Vols. He recovered and 
went home in July, at which time there was no union. 

Barnet Swope, 6th Michigan, entered on the 29th of 
May, having been wounded at the same time as Capt. 
Cook. On June 2d five inches of the right humerus were 
removed by Doctor Avery in fragments and by means of 
the saw. The periosteum was preserved entire; union 
was firm three and a half months afterwards, and he can 
now use his arm without splints, and can write. The 
shortening is three inches. 

Nxw OsLSANS, La., Jan. 1861 



^^orts of ^uitim. 

NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Btatid Mjamre, Oct. 28^ 1861 
DE. D. 8. CONANT, PSSSIDElTr, IH THE CHAIB. 

WOUND OF OABOTID ARTERT — ^USE OY PEBSULPHATE OF IROX — 

AUTOPSY. 

Dr. Markoe presented a specimen of the common carotid, 
external and internal carotid, and part of the subclavian ar- 
teries, taken from a patient who was received into the New 
York Hospital August 17, two days afler having received 
a peculiar wound of the neck. In a fit of mental aberration 
he stabbed himself with the small blade of a pen-knife, in- 
flicting two wounds, one in the median line, and one two 
inches to the right of the median line. The precise posi- 
tion of the median wound was over the trachea, about 
three-quarters of an inch above the top of the sternum. 
About an inch to the right of this was the other, which 
was about one-half of an inch above the clavicle. The 
position of these wounds was not important in reference 
to the injury of the artery. There was a little difiuse 
swelling in the lower part of the neck, and a little emphy- 
sema ; otherwise the patient's condition was pretty good. 
The emphysema was referred to the slight puncture of the 
trachea. On the twentieth instant, three days afler admis- 
sion, Dr. Markoc*s attention was called particularly to the 
case ; he then found that the region of the outer wound 
was the seat of a difiuse indurated swelling, which mani- 
festly pulsated. The inference was^ that a large artery had 
been wounded, and that a traumatic aneurism had formed. 
Ice was applied to the part, and the result was awaited. 
On the day following, the ice having had some good effect 
upon the enlargement, it was hoped that afler all no large 
artery had been injured. On the twenty-second it was, 
however, evident that the tumor was increasing, having 
encroached considerably upon the deeper structures of the 
neck, at the same time the trachea was being pushed to 
the opposite side, causing dyspnoea. The patient said that 
the wounds were inflicted by striking upwards. At the 
time a consultation was called, the distension of the neck 
was so great that the external wound was elevated con- 
siderably above the clavicle, so that some of the gentlemen 
got a wrong impression of the location of the stab. There 
was a great deal of doubt as to the precise situation in 
which the artery (the carotid) was wounded. Dr. Markoe's 
impression was that the seat of injury to the vessel was 
far down near its origin. There were two lines of action 
open ; one to cut down through the aneurismal swelling, 
and secure the artery at the bottom by a ligature; the other 
was to try and secure occlusion by the distal operation. 
The ^tai operation was, however, finally detenoined 
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iqK>Bj and Dr. Markoe applied a ligatare upon the oommon 
carotid, and also on the internal carotid, in order to secure 
the recurrent circulation. This, however, had no good 
effect^ for the dilation increasea, and dyspnosa became 
more marked. Forty-eight hours afler the operation the 
Doctor resolved to tr^ the efficacy of ike injection of the 
nersulphate of iron directly into the cavity of the sac A 
nne trocar was accordingly introduced, when a jet escaped 
with considerable force, showing what an extent of pres- 
sure there Was behind. Twenty-five drops of liie iron 
were thrown in, and a coagulum of considerable size was 
the result — ^but this had no effect in retarding the dilata- 
tion. The day following forty drops were thrown in 
with the same result About two hours after the second 
operation one of his severe paroxysms of dyspnoea came 
on, and he succumbed to it 

At the autopsy the tissues of the neck around the 
wound were found enormously swollen, and the trachea 
p^ushed strongly to the left side. A mass of coagulum, con- 
siderably larger than the fisty was scooped'out In this mass 
were two egg-shaped bodies of brownish color, and crum- 
bling, which were the coagula made br the iron. One of 
these, the last made, came so near the artery that the 
effects of the injection were visible through its coats to the 
extent of causing a slight amount of ooaffulation in the 
blood contained in the artery itself Throwing aside these 
dots, the track of the common carotid was seen, and this 
arteiy was found wounded on its side about an inch and 
three-ei^ths firom its bifurcation. 

OAPILLART BROKOHinfl. 

Db. Ehos presented the larynx, trachea, and bronchial 
tubes taken from a child who died this morning of ci^il- 
lary bronchitis. This history is painfully brief and interest- 
ing. The padent was a healthy, robust, and active boy, 
about four years of age : he seemed to have had liie symp- 
toms of an ordinary cold for a few days. Yesterday he 
was playing about the floor ; in the evening he began to 
breaine nurriedly, and the couffh was more hoarse and 
oroupy. I first saw the child last evening about ten 
o'clock. The mother had given him an emetic of ipecacu- 
anha, and he had just thrown up his dinner ; this, toge- 
ther with a warm pediluvium, had apparently caused a 
profuse perq)iration, m which I found him lying ; the smv 
taoe was warm, and the color good ; the respiration was 
hurried, and the pulse rapid 120 to 130 : tiie cough was 
too slight for me to tell whether he had Uie croup, as the 
parents had supposed; the breathing appeared to be 
obstructed about the larynx. In answer to some questions 
the voice was such as led me to infer there was no mem- 
branous obstruction in the larjrnx. As he was in this pro- 
fuse perspiration, and lying quietly, I did not deem it best 
to disturb him, in order to make a carefiil exploration of 
the chest In case he should become hot and dry, or 
oroupy, I recommended nauseating doses of tart antim. et 
pot and ipecacuanha. I left rather expecting to find the 
child better in the morning^ he appeared to be in no pain, 
and his mind was dear. T was sent for about five o*dock 
this morning, and when I arrived the child was dead. I 
learned that he continued to perspire freely through the 
night, with color and warmth good till near the last He 
was not croupy, and did not cough much. Just before 
death the mucus increased rapidly. Some very slight 
spasms were observable ; the respiration grew &ster and 
faster till death dosed the scene. 

Po&t-MorUm £koaminatUm, — ^The mucus was seen swell- 
ing from the mouth ; the air-passages were filled with this 
ftothy mucus — particularly the smaller bronchial tubes 
throughout both lunss. On washing this off the mucous 
membrane was seen highly injected, and in a state of acute 
inflammation, in the laiynx, tradiea, large and small bron- 
dual tubes; no diphtheritic or croupous deposit was to be 
seen ; the tracheal epithelia were not removed : the lungs 
were not inflamed — their color was natural, ana they were 
oreftttant throughout, except a small portion of one which 



was hypostatically congested ; the head was not examined, 
as there had been no symptoms indicating cerebral trouble ; 
the heart, liver, kidneys, and all the other organs were 
healthy; there was a slight effusion of serum in the peri- 
cardium ; no other evidences of disease were found. 

Death appeared to have been caused by the sudden and 
copious exudation of mucu^ into the small bronchi, thus 
obetructing their calibre ahready diminished by the turgid 
lining membrane. The blood, in consequence, fiuled to be 
properly aerated, and death was the result 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1864. 

TRAINING OP RECRUITa 

With the i^proach of spring the tocsin of war again 
rings through the land, and the people are called to fill up 
the ranks of our wasted armies. There are many indica- 
tions that the end of this terrible dvil strife is approaching- 
The Gbvemment it evidently about to put forth strength 
adequate to overcome all opposition, and terminate in a 
single campaign a war that has already lingered too long. 
An army of a million of men, the febidlous tale of Xerxes, 
ia about to be realized on this continent In this final 
onset upon rebellion, nearly every household in the land is 
to be represented. The loyal people have already given 
their Josephs to their country, and now they are called upon 
to give their Benjamins. And we do not doubt the kind 
of response which the people will make to this final sum- 
mons of the President A million of men will gather at 
his bidding within the appointed time. 

But we cannot contemplate this organization of new 
armies on such an enormous scale without sad reflections 
upon the unnecessary waste of health and life which is to 
follow. What a lurge proportion will never go to the 
battle-fidd? What a vast number will go fit>m the 
camp of instruction to the hospitals, and fi*am the hoe- 
pitali win return to their homes invalids for life I How 
many will never even go beyond the place of ren- 
dezvous I Deariy has experience taught us that the 
people cannot be diverted suddenly fi'om the healthful 
occupations of peace to the privations, &tigue, and hard- 
ships of vrar, without the immediate sacrifice of a large 
percentage of the aggregate number. Yiewed in a proper 
light, the dangers of the battle-fidd are slight compared 
with the perils of the camp. For one who recdves a &tal 
wound in a battle, a htmdred are crq>pled or die fVom dis- 
ease. Thus is lost to the country a large share of the 
effective strength of our newly-formed armies. Not only is 
the Government a great loser by this fidlure of the health 
of its recent recruits, but the country at large is thereby 
deprived of perhaps a skilled artisan or laborer. 

But is this fruitless expenditure of the health and lifb 
of the people who go forth from their homes to fight oar 
battles necessary? We aver not This waste is the 
merest extravagance of thoughtless or conceited authority. 
The diseases of camp are almost wholly preventable by 
proper sanitary regulations. Diarrhoea, dysentery, fever, 
scorbutus, and all those allied diseases which so thm the 
ranks of recruits, are the direct result of errors of diet or 
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HTing which maj b« corrected, and which should never be 
allowed to exist But to presenre the health and life of 
the recruit) and transform him from a sturdy laborer into 
a stalwart soldier, requires the skilled knowledge of the best 
medical minds of the country. It is in this transforming 
process that our milituy authorities make a most &tal mis- 
take. The recruit is taken from his comfortable home and 
wen filled table, and without the slightest gradation in the 
oiange, is at once put upon the coarse &re and stinted ra- 
tion^aad subjected to the fatigues and exposures of the vete- 
ran soldier. Thousands who might have been educated to 
Midore the hardships of soldier-life succumb to these ex- 
treme changes, and sweU the ranks of hoq>ital inmates 
instead of the army. 

The reform needed is, that the places of rendezvous of 
recruits should be made the transition state from civil to 
military life. Here the recruit should find proper food, 
well cooked, and in sufficient variety and quantity. He 
should not be supplied with an army ration, either in quan- 
tity (m: in kind ; the cooking should be thorough, and by 
skilled persons ; his clothing should be warm ; his sleeping 
apartment well ventilated, dry, and comfortable ; his exer- 
cise should be cautiously adapted to his physical condition. 
These are simple truths, and their importance is recognised 
by every candid person. But they will never have a prac- 
tical ap^cation except at the hands of skilled sanitarians. 
We h&ve not the ^ghtest confidence in laymen. The 
larger number of depots for recruits have been managed in 
violation of every law of health. They have been located 
in nnhealthy situations. The soil has been wet, thorough 
drainage impossible, and winds and sunlight shut out by 
the slope of the land. As a consequence, rheumatism and 
diseases of the lungs have been early developed. Again : 
the barracks have been damp and poorly ventilated, the 
bonks huddled together and filthy, the water-closets un- 
covered, and sinks in dose proximity to the quarters. The 
food has generally been poor in quality, deficient in quan- 
tity and variety, and so cooked as to be rendered impala- 
table and indigestible. The sudden change of food which 
the recndt suffera, leads to a diairhosa or dysenteiy of an 
obstinate type. 

The result of all this official mismanagement is, that the 
recruit is either completely invalided, or finally enters the 
ranks physically incapacitated. The loss to the Govern- 
ment has thus been inconceivably great at every attempt 
to recruit its armies. Thousands, who with proper early 
training would have become capable and efficient soldiers, 
have fiiUen victims to the diseases induced by the sudden 
and violent transition from a life of well ordered and sys- 
tematic labor, and a table teeming with various and well 
prepared foods, to the wants, privations, and exposures of the 
camp. We have seen regiments, while waiting in these 
oampe, waste away firom the maximum strength to a mere 
skeleton. This negligence is the more inexcusable because 
dieir places of rendezvous are generally located in rich 
&rming districts, where every necessity can be readily and 
cheaply supplied. 

We Appeal to our military authorities to heed the expe- 
rience of the past in the large levy of troops now about to 
be made. Let the places of rendezvous be made more 
homeHke in everything that relates to the comfort of the 
recruit. Let him be trained like the pugilist, by slow de- 
grees, departing gradually from his former habits, and slowly 
aocostoming him to severer discipline. The man who car- 



ried the ox had to begin with carrying the cal£ Wikship, 
who now lifts with ease two tons or upwards, began by 
lifting a light weight So may nearly the entire body of 
recruits be gradually trained to endure, with impunity, the 
privations, fatigues, and exposures of the soldier's life. 

0TATI HBDIOAL SOOimEfl. 

Wi publish in this number the proceedings of the State 
Medical Societies of New Jersey and New York. The 
Medical Society of New Jersey has nearly reached its 
centenary anniversary, and is maintained with all the vigor 
of the most recent organizations. The Medical Society of 
the State of New York is rabidly growing in interest and 
influence, and promises to become one of the leading 
medical societies of the country. The late meeting was 
attended by nearly one hundred members. The State 
Societies, generally, manifest equal activity. This must be 
taken as an indication of a most hefdthful condition of the 
profession of the country. 

MORTALmr or omxs or 1863. 

Dr. E. M. Snow, the distinguished Sanitary Officer of 
Providence, R. L, states that — '*The year 1863 was marked 
by an increased, and in some Tespeats remarkable, mor- 
tality throughout the country, in the rural districts as well 
as in cities. There i^pears to have been no general or 
wide-spread epidemic ; but a general increase of mortality 
from aU causes. In some sections of New England and in 
other States, there were severe epidemics of diphtheria^ 
scarlatina, typhoid fever, and spotted fever; and during the 
present winter there is existing a general epidemic of in- 
fluenza, commonly, but improperly, attributed to ' taking 
cold.' This has largely increased the mortality of aged 
persons, and in some places has proved fatal to many of the 
middle-aged." He gives the following interesting table : 



N«w York, 
PhiladelpUft, 

BO0t(Hlj 

Newark, IT. J., 

ProTldeno«, 

Hartford, 



EstliDftted 

Popnlation. 

900,000 

010,000 

1M.000 

85^000 

66,000 

82,000 



Deathti Of popnlatioa 

ISae. One In. 

t6,lM tCT 

6i.M0 48.0 

4.dP8 4LS 

1,068 4A.6 

1,814 4M 

668 618 



The increase in 1863 in the number of deaths, over the 
previous year, was as follows : 

New York, increase 3,952, or 18.60 per cent. 
Philadelphia, increase 691, or 4.57 per cent. 
Boston, mcrease 578, or 14.02 per cent 
Providence, increase 300, or 32.82 per cent 

The population of the cities is given at an increase of 
about 10 per cent on the population in 1860. The sta- 
tistics refute the shallow statements of the City Inspector 
in regard to the health of New York. With a just allow- 
ance for the increase of population. New York appears at 
even l^ss advantage than in former years. Its death-rate 
for 1863 is 1 in 35. 

VALTTI or SANITABT lOASimn DT ARMIES. 

In the British army we have the most striking illustratioDS 
of the value of sanitary surveillance. The fi*ightful mor- 
tality from diseases in the Crimean war aroused such noble 
and philanthropic persons as Lord Hbbbibt and Miss 
NiOBTiNOALB to the importance of inaugurating sanitary 
regulations in the Army, and the happy effect was not only 
then soon evident, but it is still seen, in the greatly reduced 
mortality in the British army in all parts of the worid since 
that period. The following recently published statistics 
present the mortality of that army at different points before 
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and since the Crimean war. In Jamaica it has fallen in the 
1000 from 260 to 20 ; in Trinidad from 106 to (in 1800) ; 
in Barbadoes from 58 to 6 ; in St. Lucia from 122 to 1 ; in 
British Ghiiana from 74 to 6 ; in Canada from 16 to 10 ; ia 
Nova Scotia from 15 to 7 ; in Newfoundland from 11 to 4 ; 
in Bermuda from 28 to 8 ; in Q-ibraltar from 11 to 7 ; in 
Malta from 15 to 10 ; in Ionia from 15 to 7. Such a re- 
markable yet uniform improvement in the health of troops, 
following the introduction of health measures, should con- 
vert the most sceptical to the wisdom of the most stringent 
sanitary regulations. 

THE NEW BRITISH PHARMAC0P(EIA. 

This work has at length appeared. It is said to have been 
produced at an incredible cost of time, labor, and money. 
Its cost in money is estimated at $30,000, though it is but 
an octavo volume of four hundred and forty-four pages, 
printed in large type. By an Act of Parliament this Phar- 
macopoeia is substituted for all other similar works through- 
out Great Britain and Ireland. It will therefore have a 
large sale. It consists of two parts and an appendix, the 
first relating to Materia Medica, the second to preparations 
and compounds, and the appendix to articles made for che- 
mical processes in the second part, and not used in medical 
practice. The Materia Medica contains every definite me- 
dicinal substance so far approved in practice as to be 
entitled to a place, each artitle being fully described. Al- 
terations affecting the strength and doses of dangerous 
medicines occasioned much anxiety. An attempt has been 
made to assimilate the strength of preparations of the same 
pharmaceutic form in order that they may be prescribed in 
similar doses. This would, if thoroughly carried out, pre- 
vent accidents. Thus tinctures made of dangerous ingre- 
dients are, with few exceptions, brought to one standard 
of strength, so that an ordinary dose is from fifteen to 
twenty-five minims. The work has employed much of the 
best pharmaceutical talent of England for six years. 
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The Crimean War, the British Army, and Miss Niohtin- 
OALE. By Charles Shrimpton, M.D., late Surgeon-Major 
(French Army), late Surgeon in Chief of Field Hospitals 
and of the Military Hospital, S^tif, Algeria. Paris : G-er- 
mer-Bailiiere ; New York: Bailli^re Brothers. 1864. 
8vo. pp. 64. 

Dr. Shrimpton, the author of this interesting sketch of 
Miss Nightinoale's labors, in their relation to the pro- 
gress of reforms in militanr hygiene, has endeavored to set 
forth the radical sources of those official and departmental 
defects of the medical and administrative service of the 
British army that induced the terrible woes and losses 
which that army suffered in the Crimean campaign. Being 
himself an enlightened hygienist and a retired medical offi- 
cer of special experience and skill, the views of this writer 
command our attention. 

The magnitude and the far-reaching influence of Florence 
Nightingale's labors for the health and happiness of soldiers, 
cannot be over-estimated, nor will the inqmries and reforms 
which she has initiated cease to bless the worid until the 
heart of philanthropy ceases to have its sympathies called 
forth by sufferings of mankind from preventable diseases 
and uncared for distress. Very justly does Dr. Shrimpton 
say: — 

** It is one of th« greatest characteristics of the present age, 



that the cause of humanity is become identified with the strength 
of armies. The history, then, of a war can no longer be confined 
to bare details of the plans of battles, and of the manoeuvres of 
armies : we must refer to other elements, and principally to the 
sanitary condition of troops, as the causes of our victories, or the 
reasons for our disasters.. The historian, in following soldiers in 
their campaigns, sliould note everything that may he favorable 
or unfavorable to their sanitary condition ; and consequently be 
should not neglect any opportunity of exposing every error that 
may be committed on this important pomt, from whatsoever 
source it may spring. There are, particularly, two important re- 
sults to be obtained from this scrupulous care in compiling the 
history of a war. The first is, that of reducing to less than half 
the mortality of those brave soldiers who so generously shed their 
blood for their country; the second, merely a corollary of the 
first, that by reducing the mortality of soldiers, the strength of 
armies will be proportionally increased, and thus very oi^n. the 
fortune of war decided." 

Dr. Shrimpton pays a just tribute to the good services of 
the " Times Correspondent " in the Crimea, and he believes 
in the utility of fair criticism, even in war times, as a safe 
and sure means of securing necessary reforms. He says, 
" The authorities being obliged to see and know things as 
they really were," found that this was the great step 
towVds tie remedy. ^ 

The writer takes up the following questions : — 

'* Why the fine troops, which left England in such admirable 
condition that the highest hopes were legitimately formed of 
their success, should have been exposed to such difficulties and 
privations from the very beginning of the expedition, that they 
were almost swept away by disease and death, even before they 
came in presence of the enemy ? 

"Secondly, we shall inquire, how the presence of Miss 
Nightingale in the Hospitals of theBritish army could so promptly 
assuage so much suffering and so effectually stop the ravages of 
those frightful diseases, the focus of which was in the Hospitals, 
carrying off all the inmates. 

" We shall endeavor, thirdly, to point out the causes to which 
we must attribute the happy change that took place in the sani- 
tary condition of the English troops towards the end of the war 
— a change so vital as to insure their complete immunity from 
typhus fever, at the very time this dire disease raged with the 
utmost violence amongst the French and Sardinian troops en- 
camped in their immediate vicinity." 

He plainly shows that a criminally defective s^tem, or 
rather no-system, of administration in army affisurs, and a 
hampered routineism in the medical services, gave rise to 
the locking sacrifice of life and health that was suffered in 
the Crimean campaign ; and he takes occasion to present 
the pecuhar advantages of the French system of managing 
the purely administrative or material afl'airs tmder aa '' /«- 
iendant bfeiieraU* 

^ There was no shelter or comfort of any kind for the eddc, 
which had been foreseen by Mr. Alexander, but what could the 
efforts of an isolated medictd officer avail in an army ? It must 
not be supposed that this pamful disorder existed only on the 
first landing of the troops. Difficulties and privations of all 
kinds increased, on the contrary, in the British army, as the 
troops landed, whilst the French had no difficulty nor any kind 
of privation to meet, because everything had been provided and 
settled for them by then: • Intendant G(5n^raL' The 'Train dea 
Equipages Militaires ' took charge of their baggage and aU the 
stores they required. As there was no special service of this 
kind in the British army, they had to wait until ' Arabas,' a mi- 
serable kind of cart, eoiild be procured at great expense and with 
much difficulty. After all this delay and trouble, there was 
nothing but oonf\]8k>n and disorder. The distribution of provi- 
sions was so irregular and so difficult that oft^i the men oould 
not get any meat at all. The soldiers of the 93rd were obliged 
to kill the oxen which had brought their baggage on the 
' Arabas ' to procure meat for themselves." 

Coming down to the events of the first winter, Dr. 
Shrimpton says : — 

" Everything was supplied in abundance, and it will i^pesr 
strange to a person unacquainted with what an Administratioa 
should be, that the army should still have been in want of 
everything. Things wore not within reach when required, and 
when they were within reach, so many formalities were required 
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that the arm j had to suffer the torture of Tantalus. T?ie Admir 
nutraUon had no inUicUive power^ it was nothing more than a 
dispensing instrument. Such as it was, however, it was allowed 
to do its best The functionaries, with all their zeal and activity, 
oould not oTeroome the radical defect of their organization, but 
ererj kind of assistance possible was given them. This was nol 
sufficient, for we w^re soon to see another administrative power 
rise, which, without interfering at all with the original Adminis- 
tration, aided and assisted in supplying many great deficiencies 
which the regulations had not provided for. This was the mis- 
sion of Miss Nightingale, who came, in her sublime vocation, to 
work out the most wonderful reforms in the British Hospitals m 
the East" 

The condition of the sick and of the military hospitals, 
md what occurred to midce the rate of mortality finghtful, 
are graphically set forth by our author. Of toe famous 
Barrack Hospital at Scutari he says : — 

** It is impossible to describe the state of the atmosphere in the 
wards, particulariy during the night. The air was vitiated in 
the highest degree-— there was no drainage for the water and 
filth — no possibility of escaping the horrid smell firom the privies, 
which filled the passages and entered the wards. The floors 
were always wet and satiu'ated with filth — the walls and ceilings 
were also saturated with putrid animal matter ; rats and vermin 
swarmed everywhere, and, as there were no night vessels, large 
tubs were placed in the wards to supply their deficiency ! After 
such an account of the interior, it is scarcely worth while to 
speak of the exterior of the hospital. The same want of care 
reigned everywhere." 

Claimicg that this state of confusion and insufficiency in 
the British army hospitals inevitably resulted from the ab- 
sence of a distinct and independent system of military or 
material administration, Dr. Shrimpton enforces his argu- 
ment by stating that — 

"In the French army everything connected with hospital 
management belongs to the Department of the Administration. 
The medical officer has nothing to do with anything but his pro- 
fessional duties, transmitting his prescriptions to the ' officitr 
d'administraUon compiaUt!' Thus the French medical officer is 
enabled to attend to 300 patients, more promptly and efficiently 
than the medical officer of the British army can attend to 80." 

The marvellons genius and administrative skill of Miss 
Nightingale, by the high commission of Sir Sidney Her- 
bert, beoime for the time the much needed supplementary 
power of an " Intendant OeneraX' for the hospital service. 
And Dr. Shrimpton has rery delicately presented a huni- 
nons and instructiYe sketch of that noble woman's history 
in respect of her long and thorough course of preparatory 
training for such work. Though no other woman since the 
world began has had such a preparation for such a work, 
her recoil is one that many of our countrywomen may 
profitably study. Indeed it is a subject for instruction to 
the medical profession. The sketch which the author has 
given of this lady's work, and of her providential and earn- 
est trainuig for it, renders his book peculiarly attractive. 

In reference to the causes that were concerned in re- 
forming the sanitary afiairs in \h» Crimea, the author 
says: — 

** We may perhaps be expected to specify the causes, to which 
we attribute the happy change which took place in the sanitary 
state of the British army. First, then, the victualling became 
more easy, and the supplies more abundant ; for this we have 
only to refer to what has already been said. Secondly, better 
arrangements were made with regard to hygienio measureSi 
Here some fiirther explanations may be necessary. 

** Two questions naturally arise from this subject, — ^the first is, 
bow better arrangements oould exercise so great an influence on 
the sanitary state of the British army. This is easily explained. 
By|dndning the camp and carefully carrying off everything firom 
which unwholesome emanations could arise, by providing a more 
healthy and convenient lodging for the soldier, by preventing 
the crowding together of the si(3:, and by the establishment of a 
good system of ventilation, all causes of evil were remoyed." 

As Dr. Shrimpton is himself one of the very best author- 
ities who has written upon the subject of special ventila- 
tion and special construction and management of fever- 



wards, we appreciate his judgment upon the points above 
stated. The point also that he makes concerning the im- 
portance of having in every army a separate system or 
bureau of Administration cannot fail to command attention. 
He concludes his remarks upon that subject by saying^-* 

"When an army goes forth to war, the country should be 
assured that everything is provided for its success. Troops, that 
are not alvjays prepared for vrar, are nothing better than an iso- 
lated band of soldiers. It is the Military Administration that 
makes them an efiective army ; this Military Administration 
should always, then, be prepared for war. Are not soldiers 
formed by discipline and exercise in time of peace ? Should not 
the Military Administration be studied and perfected in all its 
branches in time of peace also T 

Certainly the importance of reforming the c^minigtrative 
service of armies cannot be too strongly uro^ed, and as 
respects the Quartermaster's and Commissariat departmenta 
the French system is far betteS' than the English or the 
American system ; but it is a grievous fault in the French 
military service that the surgeon has no ranky and the Me- 
dical Department is made dependent upon the Intendant 
Department. M. Baudens bears testimony to the peculiar 
advantages that were enjoyed by the British medical offi- 
cers in the Crimea during the last year of the campaign in 
eonsequence of the military authority which their system 
enabled them to exercise over the sanitary affairs of admi- 
nistration, etc. ; and some of our readers will recollect an 
instance in which a French surgeon in charge of several 
hundred sick and wounded soldiers departing by transport 
from Civita Vecchia, bound to a French port forty-eight 
hours distant) ascertained to his consternation, on getting 
out upon the Mediterranean, that the Intendant in com- 
mand of the company had not deemed it necessary to pro- 
vide either subsistence or hospital supplies: and, as the 
medical officer had no military authority, the cruel and 
blind caprice of the Intendant forbade the ship to put into 
port for relief. 

Dr. Shrimpton's record of Miss Nightinoale's labors, her 
special qualifications for them, and the occasions that called 
tnem forth, condusively show that in her were united the 
qualities, tne fnnctions, and, by force of her own will and 
the sanction of Lord Ilerbert, the power, which should en- 
dow the Sanitary Inspectors and Medical Directors of our 
own army. 
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SOCIETT FOR THE RELIEF OP THE WIDOWS 
AJ^D ORPHANS OF MEDICAL MEN. 

[To thtt Editor of thtt Amekioan Mbdioal Tune.] 

Sir : — The article in your Journal of this date in regard 
to the N.Y. Society for the Relief of Widows and Orphans 
of Medical Men, seems to call for a few further remarks 
from me. 

And first let me say, that as the Times is the only me- 
dium through which I can address the public in reply to 
its own editorials, you do tJie Society and me something 
less than justice when you suppress an important part of 
my first communication. I do not now allude to the clos- 
ing sentences of my note, the withholding of which leads 
me to infer that you considered them personally sarcastic, 
though they were intended only as a bit of pleasantry. 
But I also stated in that note that the number of benefi- 
ciaries was increasing, and must be expected to increase 
hereafler in almost geometrical ratio. A knowledge of this 
fact was necessary to the formation of an intelligent judg- 
ment in regard to the action and policy of the Society. 

I have spoken of the Society as a " charity." It ought 
rather to be regarded as a species of hie insurance asso- 
ciation, with a benevolent object. But unlike the ordinary 
life insurance companies, it does not exclude, but rather 
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seeks and welcomes to its membership and to prospective 
participation in its benefits, the infirm and the diseased. 
But in order that these benefits may h9 certain to come if 
needed, it is necessary that a large rand should be created; 
and it was the intention of the original founders, and is 
now, and has ever been the object of the Board of Mana- 

fers, to accumulate such a fimd. Unless that object were 
ept continually in yiew, there is no reason to doubt that 
the Society would soon fall into the condition of a similar 
one in this city, which, with more generosity than judg- 
ment, began oy atiowing to the destitute widows of its 
members $800 per annum, and now is able to grant them 
onl^ $50. It is the policy we have all along pursued 
which enables us now to pay out to beneficiaries more 
than double the amount received from annual subscriptions. 

The question is not, what portion of the present actual 
income of the Society is paid out to beneficiaries, but 
what proportion do those benefits bear to the amounts paid 
into the treasury of the Society, which have secured them. 
Not having at hand the statistics of the London society of 
the same name, which you have spoken of in comparison 
with ours, I am not able to contrast the two in this parti- 
cular ; but I may without impropriety state some facts in 
rewd to our own. 

The total amount paid into the treasury of the Society 
since its foundatioxi, b^r and in behalf of those whose fistnu- 
lies are now receiving its benefits, is less than $300, while 
the sums paid out to these beneficiaries are more than ten 
times that amount It would not be proper to give names 
•Qd particulars here, but I ma^ mention that in one in- 
stance, where only $40 were paid into the treasury by a 
member, his family have received already over $2000 from 
the fund, and the allowance is still running on. There 
•re other cases not less striking. 

But let us compare the position of the London society 
with that of ours. The London society is over eighty 
years old. Ours is but little over twenty years. The Lon- 
don society depends in a very large measure upon contri- 
butions fix>m persons out of the profession (hence it may 
more properly be regarded as a c?iarUy), Ours has re- 
ceived in all less than $1000 from such persons. The Lon- 
don society finds it even now very difficult to meet the 
demands jopon it, and has to make appeals to the public 
for aid. We have thus far had no occasion to make such 
appeals (though perhaps we might have to do it if we pur- 
sued the course which those who have not well considered 
the matter would indicate). The history of the London 
society in its early years is the same as ours, viz. at first 
no applicants ; afterwards one or two ; and then increasing 
in a ratio so n^id as to make it difficult to meet its want^ 
a condition which we hope to avoid. Lastly, the London 
society is only able at the present time, and afler drawing 
for eighty odd years upon the benevolence of the commu- 
nity at large, to allow to the widows of its members the 
sum of £40 per annum, exactly 25 per cent more than 
we allow after existing one fourth of tne time, and receiv- 
ing contributions to its funds (with the small exception I 
have named, a considerable portion of which came fi^)m 
one man) firom the profession alone. 

I miffht go into this matter in j;reater detail, and brin? 
forward other arguments, but I think what I have said wiU 
be sufficient to convince almost any one that the Society 
is pursuing a wise and iudicious course. I will therefore 
only give one or two additional &ctB. Already the deaths 
among members of our Society have reached about 18 per 
cent of its membership. One-^ixth of these, or nearly 17 

eir cent, have required and received aid from its funds, 
oreover, there has been, so &r as is known, no instance 
of actual penury ; but in several instances where, for a 
time, there was an urgent need, the case has been met by 
qpedal ^propriations from the funds, in addition to the 
annual allowance. 

Yours, eta, S. Cokant Foswr, M.D., 

Secrttary 0/ the Society, 
U Km tin eramt^ Haw Tobs, Jaaucy IB, 1864. 



NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY, FIFTY- 

SEVENTH SESSION. 

[J^p4e4<U (hrr€9p^nd0me4.'] 

The 57th Session of the New York State Medical Society, 
organised this morning (Tuesda^r, Feb. 2), at eleven o'clock, 
in the Supervisors' room of the City Hall Dr. Daniel P. 
BiBSXLL, of Utica, President, in the chair. The session was 
opened with prayer by the Bxv. Db. Wtckoft. After which 
tne President delivered in a brief and very impropriate 
manner, his Inaugural Address. Among the important 
points sug^sted in this address were, that hereafter two 
V ice-Presidents be chosen^ and that, in view of the onerous 
duties attached to the position of Secretary of this Sodety, 
a salary be connected with his office. 

The President then proceeded to appoint the following 
Committee on Credentials, vis. Dbs. Howard Townbend, 

N. C. HUSTED, S. D. WiLLARD. 

On motion of Dr. B. B. Staats, the President's Inan- 
g^ural Address was referred to a select committee of three, 
vis. Drs. Staats, Blatohford, and Doolittle. 

Dr. J. y. Cobb, of Oneida, offered Uie following resolu- 
tion: 

M4toUMdt ThatfheChtlrappoiiitaoomiDtttMofthrMtoeztttDdaalBTi- 
teti<m to moh members of the LeglslAtare m belong to the Medloel Pro- 
fession, to attend the meetings of this Soeiety daring its present session. 

The chair appointed as such committee, Drs. Corb, 
Saunders, and Corlis. 

Dr. Cobb announced the death of Dr. A. Blair, and pre- 
sented a memoir. 

Dr. Hasbrouok, of Rockland, presented the Annual Ad- 
dress delivered before the Kockland County Medical 
Society, which was referred to the publishing committee. 

Dr. Furman, of New York, presented the following com- 
munications from the Medical bociety of the County of New 
York : 

1st. A paper on the True Indications for the Employment 
of Stimulants in Continued Fevers, by Hakburt Smith, 

2d. A paper by Jas. L. Browk, M.D., on the Action of 
Mercury upon the Liver, with a report thereon, by the 
Committee on InteUi^nce of the above mentioned Society. 
Said Committee consisting of Drs. Chas. Henohel, Chairs 
man] John G. Adams, A. S. Purdt, Jos. L. Crane; J. 
King Merritt, Secretary^ 

3rd. A review, by Alonzo Calkins. M.D» entitled " Judi- 
cial Executions tor Capital Crimes ; tneir History, Offensive 
Features, and their Corrective," with suggestions to the pro- 
fession. 

4th. A paper on the Then^utical Properties of the 
" Chloride of Ammonium," commonly called the Muriate of 
Ammonia, by J. R. Leamino, M J). 

6th. A paper on Spinal Initation, or the Causes which 
tend to produce Badc-Aches in American Women, by C. F. 
Taylor. M.D. 

6th. " Remarks on the Sumcal Management of Mem- 
branous Croup," by Lewis A. Satre. M.D. 

7tL An Annual Report from the SodetVs Committee on 
Diseases. Said Committee, oonsistiDg of Drs. H D. Bulk- 
let, Chairman ; E. R. Peaslee, D. S. (5)nant, J. P. Garruh; 
and Wm. H. Thomson, Secretary. 

8th. An Annual Report from the Society *s Committee on 
Meteorolofi^j The Committee consisting of Drs. J. P. 
LoiNES, UMurman; Ben j. Drake, Wm. F. Thomas. 

These communications were aooepted, and referred to 
the publishing committee. 

Dr. Squibb presented a commwiication from the Kings 
Co. Medical Society, on " Disinfectants," by A. N. Bsll^ 
M.D. 

The President introduced Dr. Wm. MoCullum, of the 
Vermont State Med. Soc., and Dr. S. W. Butler, from 
Philadelphia. Both gentlemen aclmowledged the nonor. 
Dr. Butler remarked that last week he hwl the pleasure 
of bein^ present at the Med. Soc of New Jersey, and 
spoke m flattering terms of its " liveliness," but added 
that the present assemblage ezoelled the former. 
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Dh. SamBB presented a report from the Committee ** On 
Revision of the U. S. Pharmacopoeia." Ds. Squibb was 
requested to read, at a suitable time, such portions of the 
report as he mi^ht select, whidi would not exceed fifteen 
minutes in reading. 

The Committee on the Merit Cash Prize Essay, re- 
ported that they have received three papers on the subject 
presented, namely, " How complete is the Protection of 
Yaocination, and what are the dangers of Communicating 
other Diseases with the Vaccinia?" They have read them 
an carefully, and while each contains much that is valuable, 
the one marked 101 is considered a very superior paper, 
and its circulation calculated to do good. The Committee 
are unanimous in recommending tiiat paper for the prize. 
Agreeably to the suggestion of the Secretary, and aHer con- 
sultation with other members of the Society, the Committee 
have consented to present in their report a competitive sub- 
ject for the coming year, hoping that its early announce- 
ment will secure a wider competition. The subject chosen 
is the following: *' The Pathology and Treatment of Chro- 
nic Diarrhoea, contracted in Camps and Malarious Re^ons," 
illustrated by cases ; competitors must be citizens of this 
State, and they are rec^uiied to hand in to either member 
of the Committee their essays by the 15th of Dec, 1864, 
at latest, and as much earlier as convenient, that sufficient 
time may be given for examination and consultation. 

The report was accepted, and the Secretary broke the 
seal, and announced Db. A. N. Bill, of Brooklyn, as the 
successful essayist 

It was then resolved to append to the essay of Dr. 
BxLL the paper on vaccination, published by the XT. S. 
Sanitary Commission. 

1%e secretary presented invitations from Dr. March, 
for this evening, and one from Dr. Qxtaokxkbos, for Wed- 
nesday evening, to a social gathering at their residences, 
which were unanimously accepted. 

The President then announced the Committee on Nomi- 
nations as follows: — Ist District, Edward R. Squibb; 
2d District, E. H. Parkir; 3d District Aldin March; 
4Ui District B. Howard ; 5th District, J. V. Cobb ; 6tii 
District, J. G. Crton; 7th District no representative; 8th 
District J. T. WnxiAiis. 

Dr. £. S. Ltmamb presented a communication from the 
Medical Society of Chenango. 

Dr. Pbrot gave an abstract of a paper prepared by him 
for the society, on "The Food of Cities." The matter 
principally brought before the society was the diseased 
condition and innutritions qualities of the milk and meats, 
from an im als fed at the distiUery dairies. He gave many 
i n st -anoes of disease produced in individuals by this milk, 
and cases of immediate sickness from swill-fed beef. He 
also mentioned cases of malignant pustule, and evident in- 
yasion of JHchina spiralia in swill-fed bee£ The remarks 
made by him brought out several other members, giving 
their experience on this subject 

Cn motion, it was resolved. 

That a CommlttM of Three be ^potnted bj thli Sodefy, to reqvett Uie 
State Legteletnre to appoint a oomnrittee, to meet with tbem. and deTlte 
•one law tbat wlU oompletelj pataftop to theaale of awlUinllk. 

The President i^pointed Drs. Percy of New York, 
Whitnbt of Queens, Wiluams of Chautanque County. 

Dr. Satrb, of New York, made some remarks upon the 
mupcal management of membranous croup, chieny advo- 
caUng a change of position in the fenestra of the tracheal 
tube, and that the same should be limited to the external 
tube only. Also advised that sudi patients should breathe 
constantly a moist atmosphere, of a high and uniform de- 
gree, with a view to dissolve the accumulated exuda- 
tion. 

Dr. Towuer read a paper entitled "An Analysis of 
Blood Stains a Means or detecting Crime,'' of which the 
following is an abstract He observed that the paper was 
shnply the report of an investigation of certain blood- 
stains found on the pantaloons of a certain Seaman Simons, 
accused of the murder of one Van Gulden. The prisoner 



had asserted that the blood-stains had been caused by the 
blood of an ox which had exuded from the ox's nose by 
the irritation of an iron ring that had been forcibly removed 
from this organ. 

The first part of the analysis consisted in obtaining from 
the cloth a red dust, by disintegrating the cloth. 

The second part was to prove this red dust to be that of 
dried blood, which he did as follows : — 

Ist A solution of these red particles vras red. 

2d. This solution had an alkaline reaction. 

3d. When boiled a reddish-grey coagulum was formed. 

4th. The coagulum was soluble in caustic potash. The 
resultine solution had a greenish hue when viewed by re- 
flected tight, and a redmsh hue when viewed by trans- 
mitted tight 

5th. A small portion of the powder was dissolved in pure 
hydrochloric acid, and then tested with sulphocyanide of 
potassium, which produced a deep red stain indicating 
iron ; but nematin contains iron. 

Dr. T. observed tiiat all these tests were so many links 
in the chain that lead to the conviction that the red powder 
was blood. 

He concluded, too. from certain appearances in the doth, 
that the blood must nave been arterial blood. 

Making use of Schmid's table, in whidi this author 
exhibits the average size of the diameters of the blood- 
corpuscles of various mammalia, as also the maximum and 
Tninimnm sizes of Said diameters, Dr. Towler showed, by 
drawings taken directly from the restored blood discs of the 
wooUen cloth, as compared with the drawings of an ox's 
blood-corpuscles, in which there was an apparent ratio of 
four to three nearly, that the blood-discs obtained from the 
dried blood could not po$sibly be those of an ox. He in- 
formed the Society that tiie prisoner had been found guilty 
of murder in the first degpree; and that since the announce- 
ment of the verdict the murderer had acknowledeed his 
guilt, and fiirthermore, that the blood-stains were those of 
a human being. 

Dr. Bates presented a memoir of the late Dr. Robert 
a. Prary. 

Adjourned to meet at 3.15 p.il this afternoon. 

{IbbsOtmtUtmsd.) 



NEW JEESBY STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

(JSpsoial Corrmpondtmo4,) 

Thk 9dth Annual Meeting of the New Jersey State Medical 
Society was held at Camden, on Tuesday and Wednesday 
the 26th and 27th of January. There was a large repre- 
sentation of the profession of the State. Dr. Variok, 
of Jersey City, occupied the chair, and, as president 
detivered the opening address. His subject was '^ Mental 
Conditions as affecting the Treatment of Disease." In a 
concise and interesting manner he traced the various reU^ 
tions of psychological and phy siolo^cal phenomena. A copy 
was requested for pubUcation. 

Dr. Condiot addressed the members on the importance of 
their favoring the establishment of a Hospital for Inebriates 
in this State, and interested the society much in this respect 
A committee was appointed to urge upon the state author- 
ities attention to the matter. 

The morning session was opened with prayer by the Riy. 
Dr. Garretson. After the usual preliminary business the 
scientific essay was read by Dr. Abraham Colis, of Newark ; 
the subject was " Hospital Gangrene." It was an able pre- 
sentation of the whole theory and practice in reference to 
the disease. Not assuming to settie questions which have 
always puzzled careful observers, it plainly declared the 
clearest indications as to treatment In purity of style and 
conciseness of reasoning, as well as in the well arranged 
accumulated facts, it was a model paper. 

The report of the standing committee was read by Dr. 
Weikis, its efficient chairman. It was an admirable, well 
condensed statement of the various idedical facts and statis- 
tics afforded by the reporters of the district societies. Nine 
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or ten of the members of the profession in this state have 
died during thepast year. A bnef notice of each is appended 
to the report. Diphtheria, fever, measles, and hooping-cough 
are designated as the most prevalent diseases of the year ; 
malarial influences have been more impressive than usual, 
and miasmatic diseases have occurred in many localities. 
We must refer for the valuable accumulation or interesting 
medical information to the printed report^ which will be 
found well worthy of a careful perusal A case of monstro- 
sity, consisting of two male children united from scapula to 
pelvis, was referred to in the report; and the specimen ex- 
hibited by Dr. Tomlinson, of Shiloh, in whose practice it 
occurred. 

The general essay, hj Dr. Cullen, of Camden, treated of 
the "Medical Profession as affected by the War." It 
reviewed the conduct of certain high medical officials 
towards Dr. Swinburn, of Albany, N. Y., in the case of 

Colonel J and expressed fears that the ethics of the 

profession would suffer from the training to which medical 
men become accustomed in the camp. Many of the points 
made by Dr. Cullen were well presented, and a word to 
the wise ought to be sufficient. We believe the civil and 
military surgeons will still feel themselves brethren, and 
that the latter will not, on their return to private medical 
life, attempt any display of medico-military tactics. 

The Medical Society of New York State was represented 
by one of its most honcfred members — Dr. Blatchford, of 
Troy ; and that of Pennsylvania by Dr. Thomas. A special 
hour was set apart for hearing delegates, and each of them 
favored the society with a brief and felicitous address. 
They were responded to by the President on behalf of the 
Society. A pleasant letter of regret for unavoidable absence 
was received from the Connecticut delegates, and a con- 
tinuance of correspondence requested. 

A free discussion was held among the members as to 
various methods of promoting the increasing interest and 
efficiency of this venerable organization. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted as 
follows : — 

President^ Dr. Ezra M. Hunt, of Middlesex Co. 

1st Vice-Presidenij Dr. Abraham Coles, of Essex Co. 

2d " Dr. B. R. Batkman, of Cumberland. 

Zd " Dr. D. Johnson, of Warren, 

Corresponding Secretary, Dr. T. J. Corson, of Mercer. 

JRecording Secretary, Dr. Wm. Pierson, of Essex. 

treasurer J Db. J. S. English, of Monmouth. 

Chairman of Standing Committeej De. S. Wickes, of 
Essex. 

The usual number of delegates was appointed to the 
American Medical Association and to the various Societies 
in correspondence. Dr. Blatn made the report in behalf of 
the delegates last year to Chicago ; and reports were also 
received from the Delegates of New York, Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut, and Massachusetts. After the transaction of 
various other items of business, the society adjourned to 
dine together at English's Hotel. 

The delightful weather, the pleasant entertainment, the 
provisions made by the committee of arrangements, the 
scientific and practical interest manifested, the warm inter- 
change of professional and personal friendship, all united to 
render this one of the most agreeable anniversaries of the 
Society. 

The next meeting is to be held at Burlington on the 4th 
Tuesday in January, 1865. M, 



We are informed that Dr. J. Parigot has collected a large 
amount of information relative to the Insane Asylums of the 
West during his recent tour, which he intends giving to 
the profession and the public in a course of Lectures before 
the Medical Colleges in Cincinnati and St. Louis. We 
hope arrangements will be made by which he will repeat 
the Lectures before the Academy of Medicine of this 
pity. 



UKADQUAmTEBB FOKT SCSIXTLXS, 

Janoarj 94^ 1864. 

Copy. 

SPECIAL OBDEBS, Na 21. 

Acting Assistant-Surgeon Frank H* Hamilton, Jr.^ hav- 
ing reported for duty, will take charge of the hospital at 
McDougall Barracks, and will immediately fit it up tor the 
occupancy of the sick. 
By order of Brevet Brigadier-General Brown, 

B. C. Woodruff, 

1st Lieut. 7th U.S.L, 
Poet'Acifi^kint 



0BDEB8, GHAHGES, fte. 

So much of Special Orders Na 0, of January 6, 1864, from the War 
Department, as directed Burgeon C. L. Allen, U.S.Y., to report to the 
ConunaDding General Army of the Potomac, Is revoked, and he will 
report in person without delay to the Commanding Genoral, Army of 
the Sonth, for asplgnment to doty. 

Surgeon A. Crispellf U.S.y^ ia relieved from duty in the Department 
of the South, and will report In person without delay for duty to Mi^or- 
General Dix, U-S-Y., oouomanding Department <rf the East 

Burgeon M. K. Uogan, U.S.Y^ will report in person withoot delay 
to Surgeon Thomas Antisell, U.S.V., President or the Army Medieal 
Board, now in session in Wasbtngtonf D. C^ for duty aa a member of 
that Board, and to Burgeon B. O. Abbottj^ U.S.A^ for duty attending 
sick and wonnded officers in Washington, D. GL 

Burgeon Joeiah Curtis, U.S.Y., is relieved from dnty in the Department 
of the Bnsqnehanna, and will report in person without delay to Aisittaat 
Bujveon-Genoral Wood, at Louisville, Ky.. ** for du^ In the field.^ 

The McDougall Hospital at Fort Schuyler, N. Y., haa been turned over 
to the Quarterraa8ter''s Department. 

The following assignmcDts of Medical Officers have been made :— 

Burgeon Henry Buckmoster, U.8.Y., now on duty as member of the 
Army Medical Board in session at St Louis, Mo, to report to the Mijor- 
General Commanding Department of Kansas, for duty aa Medical Direo- 
tor of that Department 

Assistant Surgeon J. 8. Smith, U.S.A., now in oharse of David^a 
Island General Hospital, New York Harbor, to be relievea from dnty in 
the Department of the East, and to report to the Commanding General, 
Army of the Potomac. 

Assistant Buiveon T. H. Hclsbey, U.S.A., to be relievad from dutr In 
the Armv ot the Potomac, and to report to the General Commanoing 
the 6th Army Corpsj for dutv in the Middle Departmant 

Surgeon Burkitt Cloak, U.8.Y., is relieved fVom duty at Camp Den- 
nison, Cinolnnati, Ohio, and will report in person without delay to Aasiat- 
ant Surgeon-General Wood, U.S.A., at Louisville, Ky., for aaaignment to 
duty. 

The following named Hospital Stewards are relieved fit>m duty in 
Washing^n, and will report In person without delay for dnty to Burgeon 
Ebenezer Swift, U.S.A., Medical Director. Department of the South: 
John Cross, G. W. Cunmilngs, W. H. Bricker. The Quartermaster^ 
Department will famish the neeessary transportation. 

bui^geon Enoch Pearce, U.S.Y., now in Hospital at dndnnatl, Ohio, will 
report in person withoot delay to Assistant Surgeon-General B. C Wood, 
U.S.A., at Louisville, Ky., for assignment to dnty. 

Surgeon J. B. Porter, U.S.A. (retired), is relieved from duty at Chicago, 
lUinoia. 

The proceedings, flndinga, and sentence of the Genersl Court Martial, 
convened by virtue of Special Orders No. 100, Headquarters MiUtary 
District of Washington, July 11, 1868, in the case of Burgeon WiUlam 
H. Thayer, 14th New Hampshire Yols., are disapproved, and he ia dis- 
missed the service of the Uolted States, to date from January 8, 1894. 

Bo much of Special Orders No. 8W. September 6, 186S, as dinnisaed 
Assistant-Surgeon James Moore, 17th Pennsylvania Cavalry, is revoked, 
he having been previously discharaed, upon tender of resignation, by 
Special Orders No. 107, series of ISdS, from Cavalry Cinpa, Army of tbo 
Potomac. 

At the request of the Governor of Massachusetts, Aasistant-Surgoon 
William Thorndike, 84th Massachusetts Yols.. ia honorably dischsfged 
the service of Uie United States, to enable nim to accept an appoint- 
ment as Surgeon of the 89th Maamchnsetts Yola. 

The resignation of Burgeon K. Crosson Stiles, U.S.Y., has been to- 
oepted by the President, to take eflbot January 18, 1864. 
^ Burgeon William C. Bennett U.S. Y., is performing the dutiea of Medical 
Director of the 12th Army Corps, during the illness of Surgeon John 
McNulty, U.B.Y. 

Burgeon Henry Janea, U.S.Y., is on leave at Waterbnnr, Yt 

Assistant-Surgeon Henry Eversman, U.S.Y., is on dufy in the Office of 
the Medical Director, Louisville, Ky. 

Buivcon W. S. Thompson, U.S. v., has accompanied the 10th Regtmaat 
Invalid Corps, from Harrisburg. Pa., to Elmira, N. Y. 

Burgeon J. H. Baxter, U.S.Y., is on duty as Chief Medical Offloar, 
Provost Biarshal-General^s Office,- Waahlngton, D. C. 
• Surgeon £. B. Dal ton, U.S. v., has n» turned from leave of abaeneei, 
and resumed his duties aa Burgeon-in-charge, Balfour Hoq>ltal, Ports- 
mouth, Ya. 

General Hospital No. & Nashville, Tenn., haa been oloeod. In ooa« 
sequence of the want of friel at Nashville, all the patlenta whose owi- 
dltion warranted It, have been sent North for the winter. 

Burgeon B. B. Mulford, U.S.Y., la on leavo of absence In Naw York 
city. 

Surgeon B. B. Taylor, U.S.Y., ia on leave of absence (sick) at Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
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IRRATA IN LASnr NUMBER. 
P. 08, 1st eolti2im,9th line from bottom: for A^spo-MordMofi^ read hyptr* 

9d oolamii, 96th line from top : for SaekouM retd Jackson. 48d line 
from top: for viribiy read vMoUy. 



CoMMTinoATioKs HAYB BXKN BsoxxYXD fbom:— Dt. Ezra H. Hunt, 
N. J. ; Dr. H. C. May, Tenn. 



DEATH. 

Msnx.— On Tneeday, February 2, Oaju. Thsodob Mxibr, M.D., aged 
fifty 'three years. 
Db. Msoeb was one of the Sorgeons of BeUeyae Hospital. 



METIOBOLOOT AND NECROLOOT OF THE WEEK IN THE OTTT 

AND COUNTY OP NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report 

; From the 2Sth day of January, 1864, to the 1st day of Febmary, 1864. 

DtfoMd.— Men, 184 ; women, 109 ; boys, 131 ; girls, 184 ; total 498. Adalts, 
243; children, 255; malea, 255.; females, 248; colored, 17. InDuits under 
two years of age, 165. Children born of native parents. 26; foreign, 208. 

Among the causes of dea^ we notice: — Apoplexy, 8; infimtUe 
eonvulsions,86: croap,25; diphtheria, 29; diarrhoea and dysentery. 6; eiy- 
aipelaa, 1 ; sou^et fever, 20 ; typhus and typhoid fevers, 81 ; whooplng- 
eoDgh, 7 ; inflammation of brain, 14; of bowels, 18 ; of lungs, 42 ; measles, 
2; albaminuria, 6; consumption- 64; dropsy. 7; dropsy in head, 18; 
infimUlo marasmus, 10. 268 deatns occurred from acute diseases, and 48 
from violent causes. 828 were native, and 175 foreign; of whom 119 
came from Ireland; 58 died in the City CharitieH; of whom 12 were 
in Bellerue Hospital, and 16 died in the Immigrant Institution. 

Abstract of the Atmo^herical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Marliet Building, No. 67 Essex street, New York. 
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BuABKS.— 24th. Hazy, a.m. ; damp; variable: clear evening. 26th. 
S6th, 87th, and 28tii, dear. 29th, Fog early AJi. ; clear all day ; fresh wind 
at night 80th, Clear ^.m. ; very Ught rain pjc. Slst Very light rain 
nearly all day. 



DR. &• B. SMITH'S 

SENSATIONAL, DIRECT, AND TO-AND-FRO CUR- 
RENT ELECTRO-MAGNETIC MACHINES FOR 
MEDICAL PURPOSES. 

*^The arrangement of the direct circuit in 8mith^8 apparatus gives a 
much stronger physiolosical effect than I have seen from any other 

3pparatns. The Induced Current is extremely intense.^— J?. SuUmai\ 
r, Professor of General and Applied Chemistry, Yale College, Ct, July, 

The so ealled 8ix Otirrents made by different eomhinaUcns cff thre* 
dUtuict hMcM^ were made many years ago by J. Jewell 4c Co., Bristol, 
Ct The 8ix Currents, so called, were made by myself some years be- 
fore Jewell & Co. I called it the Toipedo Magnetic Ma^h^nA^ from its 
giving out shocks from all parts of it like the torpedo. 

^ I bare had one of Dr. 8. B. Smith's Torpedo Manietio Machines in 
my possesion ten years. Six shocks or more may be obtained ;from It^ — 
(Dr. L. V. Newton is proprietor of the •* Druggi^" Oireuiar:') 

I never applied for a patent fbr this six current contrivance. All these 
six currents can be obtained from my Direct and To-and-Fro Current by 
means of a bit of small wire, five inohes lon^ attached according to the 
directions in my pamphlet 

PBICE $14, $15, & $17. EXTBA OFFICE SIZE, $25. Sent to aU 
parta. 
Payment can be made to Express Agents on delivery of goods. 

ADDBESS, 

DR* S, B. SmTH« 
429 Broadway, K. T. 

* I oonld give the testimony of hundreds of physicians and others, but 
I adduce that of Prof. 8111iman alone, as all'Sufilcient for my purpose. 

Private Instruction in Auscultation 
AND PEBCUSSION.— Professor Flint will give a Course of twen- 
ty-five lessons in the practice of Auscultation and Percussion during the 
months of March, ApriL and May ; two lessons to be given weekly in the 
wards of Bellevue and Blackwelrs Island liospltaL^ 
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o the Medical Profession. — Dr. J. 

PABIGOT, late Commissioner in Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
fessor of the University of Brussels, offers to consult with Qentlemen 
of the Profession, and to g^ve advice on Mental Disorders and Medico- 
I^egal Cases. 
Correspondenoe can be addressed to the care of 

Bailliebx BaoTOKaa, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 

r. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 

self to the investigation and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly qualified as well by his 
scientific attainments as by his gr^t experience to apply it in the most 
effectual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the profession. Pa- 
tients sent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remain 
under the chai^ of their attending physicians. His business is fr«e 

ftt)m all charlatanism and quackery. 

141 FOTTRTH AYENTTE. 

Medical Department of the Univer- 

•lU- stty of Yermont— The next Annual Course of Lectures will com- 
mence the but Thursday, being the 25th, of February, 1864, and wHl con- 
tinue sixteen weeks. 

Medical FaoviUy. 

KEY. JOSEPH TOBREY, D.D., President 

SAMUEL WHITE THATEB, Jm., M.D., Burlington, Prot of eenenl 

and Special Anatomy. 
WALTER CARPEirrER, M.D., Burlington, Prot of the Theory and 

Practice of Medicine and Materia Medica. 
DAYID 8. CONANT, MJ)., New York, Professor of the Principles and 

Practice of Surgery. 
JOSEPH PERKINS, MJ)., Castleton, Prof, of Obstetrics and Diseases of 

Women and Children. 
STEPHEN ROGERS, M.D., N. Y., Lecturer on Physiology and Pathology. 
HENRY M. 8EELY, M.D., South Onondaga, N.Y., Prot of Chemistry 

and Toxicology. 
EDWARD B. NIMS, A.B., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

8. W. THAYER. Jr., Burlington, 

J>6an of Medical FaeuUy. 

CondttUme of MemSberehip. 

At the commencement of the Segsion. every Student Is required to call 
on the Dean and enter his name and place of residence, and the name and 
place of residence of his Preceptor, in the Register, and pay all fees for the 
course. 

j'0««._Matriculation, $8.00; Dean's Certificate (entitling the holder to 
the Tickets of each Professor), $50.00: Graduation, $18.00. 

Students who have attended two roll courses in other regular Medical 
Institutions, will be admitted on payment of the Matriculation fee, and a 
fee of $10.00. Graduates of this and other regular Medical Schools are 
invited to attend the Lectures, free of charge. 

CONCEIfTBATED FT^riD HAGRESIA 

Is earnestly and confidently recommended to those who appredato a 
superior sjrticle. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen grains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. • Whilst possessing vastly increased 
medicinal properties, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
article of Formgi^ or domestic mannfttcture. As a corrector of aeidtty, an 
invigorating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
It is without a rival, and haa elicited unqualified approbation. 

PYLE ^ BROTHER, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
FOR SALE BY 

JA8. B. A8PINWALL, 86 William St., N. Y. 

SCHIEFFELIN BROTHERS A CO., William, ©or. Beekman St, N. Y. 

CASWELL, MACK A: CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, R. L 

HE6EMAN & CO., Broadway, N. Y. 

JOHN MEAKIM, 6T» Broadway, N. Y. 

F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Ste., Brookljn, N. Y. 

J. H. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Vanderbilt Avenpes, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

F. BROWN, cor. Fifth and Chestnut Sta., Philadelphia. 

H. C. BLAIR, cor. Eighth and Wohmt Sts., Philadelphia. 

WYETH A BROTHER, U12 Walnut St, Philadelphia. 

And by Drusa^sts generally. 

The "Fifth Avenue Pharmacy/' 

157 FLFTH AVE., BET. 21ST and 22d ST. 

J. P. FILER, PBOParrroa, 

JOHN CANAVAN, Phabicacbutibt. 

The Undersigned would beg to inform the Medical Profession that he 
la again in business at the above establishment where, having the 
entire control of the Pharmaceutical Department he will be enabled 
to carry on business as formerly for himseUl 

Respectfully, 

JOHN OANAVAN. 
N.B.— Medicines at all hours, day and night 

BOWDOIN COLLEGE. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 
The 44th Annual Course of Iiccturcs in the Mkdioal School op Mahtb, 
at Bowdein College, will commence February 26ih, and continue sixteen 
weeks. Circalars containing full information can be had on application 
to the Secretary, at Wllliamatown, Mass., or to D. S. Conant, M.D., 27 
East 24th street, New York. 

P. A. CHADBOURNE, M.D., 

/Seoremry. 
Brunswick, Octobar 9, 1868w 
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OEOBOB TIEMANlSr A CO. 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

iU- MENT8, Ae. 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET. NEW YORK. 

OTTO A RBYNDBRS, 
HAnaftotaren and Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

The varlons Splinto for Morbus Coxarins, Abdomlnsl Supporters, Sbonldeis 
braces, Stookings fbr Varicose Veins, Blectric Machioea, Bar-Tnimpets, 
■Fracture Splints, Cmtches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutle ry, etc 

tA rtificial Legs and 
•A Arms. SeIpho*s Patent The best sub- 
stitutes for lost limbs the world of science 
has ever iuTented. (Established 24 year&) 
Can be hsd only of 
WM.8ELPH0, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Send for pamphlet 616 Broadway, K. T. 
19.B.— A Silver Medal Just awarded at the late fair ct the Amerioan 
Insti tnte for the best Arttfldal Limbs. 

'DISEASES OF THE THROAT. 




DR. ELSBERG, 

LBOTUBBB ON THE LARTNOOSOOPE AND DISEASES OP THE 
LABTNX AND THBOAT IN THE UNIVEBSITr OP 

VfiW YOEK, 

Devotes himself specially to the Treatment of Diseases of 

THE LARYNX 

and Neighboring Organs. 

OFFICB HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 P.1C. 

153 West 16th Street. 

The "EUxir of Calisaya Bark^— 

JL was tntroduced to the notice of the Faculty in 1880, by J. Milhau^ IJU 
§oU ItyMnUor, None of those numerous firms we r« in existrace, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, hare found it more conrenient with- 
in a nw years to aroropriate the abore extensively known title : it is there 
ifxn presumable that physicians in prescribing, as for over uiir^ years, 
Iwve reference solely to the oriatnal arUcU mZie by J. MxuiAxr A Son. 

Also, the OHALTBEATE ELIXIR OF OAJLISArA BARK (eopy- 
rlf^ted). being the above preparation with the addition of two grains of 
the ceiwnlt^ J^jfropKomaU iff Iron to each wineslassftil. 

Sole agency for Fbsmoh Asnnoi ai. Etbs from the lesolng Paris mannftMh 
tnrsr. Bifigle eyes to order. Sets of 190 for oculists 

J. MILH4U A Son, 
Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 188 Broadway, N. Y.. near Cwtkadt st 

Either agents for or importers of all the French medicines and fine pre- 
parations in vogue. 

Aueru's Cod Liver Oil Jelly. — ^This 

Vu J«Uy has been approved by the N. Y. Academy of ICedidne, and 
•flSrs the fbllowinff advantages over the liquid oil : — 

1. It can be swallowed without imnarting any oil to the p^tsu 

S. It is digested by the most delicate stomachs, even By those which 
reject the oil. 

8. It will never operate as a eathartia 

4. Being entirely digested, the dose is only one tablespo(Hifti] ; it oon- 
t«lns 85 per cent of oil, ss I proved by operating before a committee 
M>pointea ad hoe by the Academj of Medidne. For sale by every drug- 

Wholesale at the Office, 
^ 88 Piatt Street^ W. Y. 

"P eliable Gelatine Capsules of Balsam 

Xli of Copaiba, containing each 10 grains of Pure Balaam. 



* RELIABLK CAPSULES OF BALSAM OF COPAIBA AKD OIL 
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LECTURE I— PART IT. 

Thb phenomeDa attending concussion, conQ)ression, and 
infiammation of the brain have already been indicated to 
you in a preWous lecture ; and I will now proceed at once 
to a more precise consideration of gun^ot injuries of the 
head. 

First, I would remark that you may have an injury of 
the scalp of au exceedinglv trivial character, which may in 
the end prove fatal A ball may sknply tear off the hair 
of the scalp, and create a very slight abrasion of the skin, 
yet the bone being so near, and the brain so close to the 
bone, it is very probable that serious mischief has been 
dona The bone in that situation may be so injured as to 
lead to necrosis, or a sufficient shock may be given to the 
brain and its envelopes to bring on inflammation. I will 
mention a very remarkable illustration of this fact. Colonel 
Famham, after the death of Colonel Ellsworth, took com- 
mand of the Ist Zouave Regiment At the battle of Bull 
Run, July 21, 1861, he received an injury of the character 
referred to, and which I examined myself. It was a very 
alight and superficial wound, which seemed to have taken 
off very little more than the hair. He was transferred 
from the field to the Washington Infirmary, where he was 
reported as doing very well, the wound bemg considered 
aa a very alight and insignificant one, but, notwithstanding 
all this^ he kept his bed. He did actually seem to be 
improvmg until about the ninth day after the reception of 
the wound, when grave symptoms suddenly supervened, 
and m a day or two aft»r he died. I should notice that 
during all the time he was in the hospital he was very 
easily disturbed by visitors, and it was his desire to be left 
alone, showing that there was some cerebral disturbance. 
I ought also to mention that he was ill before he received 
the wound, and was unfit to perform duty at the time the 
battle took place, but being a gallant officer he was deter- 
mined to lead his regiment to the charge ; but his previous 
condition I do not think had much if anything to do with 
hia death, which, in my opinion and in the opinion of 
many other surgeons who saw him, was due du*ectly to 
the apparently slight wound which he received during the 
figpht 

Tou win find a good many similar cases related, some in 
which death has taken place after a few days, and others 
in which nothing of the sort being at first apprehended, 
the external table has eventually become necrosed ana 
exfoliated. The bone has been concussed simply, and 
necrosis has been the result. And, indeed, there are some 
cases related in which this has occurred where there has 
been no external wound at all, Uie passage of a large shot 
aeroes the skull impinging sufficiently to produce a tem- 
porary concussion of the bone. I mention this that you 
may not regard these slight injuries as insignificant If 
jou see the track of a ball upon the scalp you may safely 
infer that the brain has received some concussion, and it is 
your duty to watch over your patient carefiiUy, and be pre- 
pared for serious trouble. 

Pursuing this analysis of the subject, I will next call 
joor attention to those examples in which the ball has 
passed under the scalp. A round ball impinging upon the 
Bcalp somewhat obliquely, is very likely to pass under the 
skin and idong for a considerable distance. I have seen 
two marked examples of this. One during the first battle 
of Bull Run, in which a man received a ball behind the 
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mastoid process, and it was found above and in fi*ont of 
his ear. When I first examined the case my suspicion 
was that the ball had actually entered the head, but on 
examining the case carefully I oetected a swelling in front of 
the ear, and discovered that the ball was lodged there. It 
was easily removed by a counter-opening. In another 
case the ball had entered above the ear, and passed back- 
wards, and was found lying under the skin at the back of 
the neck, firom which point I removed it by a counter- 
opening. Both of these balls were very much flattened. 
I never saw either of the men afterwards, and cannot state 
the result, but I think it very probable that some exfolia- 
tion of bone took place. 

Such examples are not unfi^quent I should notice that 
if you find a hole in a man's scalp, and he is alive and not 
insensible, you are pretty safe in assuming that the ball is 
somewhere underneath the skin. When you find it, aU 
that is required for its removal is a counter-opening ; this 
method of procedure, the cut being necessarily a superficial 
one, is much to be preferred to the extraction of the mis- 
sile through the original wound. But you will observe 
that you are still quite certain to have necroms of the bone, 
at least of the outer [^te. I have seen frequent examples 
of necrosis fi*om such a cause. The patient will say that the 
surgeon cut the ball out, and that, after a few weeks, sup- 
puration took place, and that sequestra were in due time 
exfoliated. The cure may be very tedious, but if the 
patient be treated properly, if he is kept fi^e from all 
excitement, and his bowels kept soluble, he will get well 

Next you may have the ball entering and breaking the 
skull, but not absolutely passing through the bony wall. 
These are, however, not so fi*equent as the first class of 
accidents. If the skull yields at all you will find that now 
and then the ball has entered just sufficient to produce a 
slight depression ; sometimes it imbeds itself^ but it is more 
likely to bound back. In these cases you have the si^s 
of concussion more marked, the patient generally bemg 
unconscious for a greater length of time. K he comes 
under your observation some time afterwards, vou will pro- 
bably find that he has suffered a good deal from more or 
less paralysis of the opposite side of the body, that he has 
had more or less coma, but especially that he has had con- 
vulsions. If you see this case immediately after the occur- 
rence, the question arises at once, whether you shall tre- 
phine. I bnng you to this point at once because there is 
nothing else that you can think of doing. 

AU that I can say about such examples is this: if the 
depression is slight, and there are no signs of irritation or 
of compression of tiie brain, if you have reasons to believe 
there are no spiculae of bone projecting into the brain, then 
do not trephme; the patient's chances of recovery are 
better if you let him alone, than if you proceed to operate. 

The difference between this accident and similar mjurias 
occurring in civil practice, where in most cases the fracture 
has been caused by other substances than bullets, is very 

great 

This poor man lying in the hospital to whom I have 
already referred, has been injured by the fall of a load of 
wood upon him. Now, imagine the difference of effect 
which such an injury would produce upon the brain com- 
pared with that which a bullet would inflict. The baU, 
even when its velocity is nearly expended, impinges upon 
the skull with a dead and sohd weight. Hence you can 
easily understand how, when the external evidences of 
iiyury are comparatively slight, the brain may be seriously 
compromised. When a piece of wood has fallen upon the 
head, although the aggregate weight of the mass may be 
very disproportionately great, the momentum is compara- 
tively inconsiderable. , « • 

The danger from gunshot injuries of the skull is not so 
much due to depression of the skull as to concussion of the 
brain, and it is observed that in trephining you will cause 
sufficient additional injury to turn the balance in the scale 
i^ainst recovery. The proper local treatment, then, con 
£ts in applying ctoths wet in cold water to the head; 
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while the constitutional treatment consists in placing the 
patient in a hospital, in keeping him on a low diet, keeping 
his bowels open, and perhaps bleeding him. I believe, 
gentlemen, that venesection is very much underrated, 
and that in these affections, of the brain especially, we do 
not' sufficiently understand its value, more especially in 
patients of full habit. It is true that we cannot deplete 
the brain as much as one would at first suppose^ but still 
we can accomplish a great deal of good by diminishing the 
force of the neart. The brain is peculiarly situated in a 
firm, bony, and unyielding casement, and by the laws of 
hydrostatics we cannot expect much blood to be drawn 
from it ; when you bleed the lungs or liver, the envelopes 
of those organs contract upon the blood-vessels ; in the case 
of the bram this cannot occur, you can only rarify the 
blood within the brain. 

Venesection, I think, should be practised in a pretty 
large proportion of these cases ; but more important than 
all this, are, I think, the cathartic medicines ; it not only 
serves to increase the drain upon the system, but creates 
an irritation over an immense extent of surface. The 
patient, too, should be kept upon the smallest amount of 
nourishment which will supply his wants ; in other words, 
he should be restricted to a low diet All these thin^ are 
necessary, and must not be omitted, if you wish to give to 
your patient the best chances for recovery. 



(firijgitial Comnrnnkations, 

EPILEPSY OF THE RETINA, 

AND riS CONNEXION WITH GLAUCOMA. 
Bt JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D. 

(OonHmt^ from page 61) 
The study of the theory of Donders on c'laucoma simplex 
directed my attention again to these attacks. I had almost 
aocustomed myself to consider them as the first symptoms 
of glaucomatous disease, though neither touch nor ophthal- 
moscope revealed any of the symptoms of intra-ocular 
pressure. I was justified in this supposition, for I found in 
Donders* remarks on glaucoma simplex for the first time a 
description of total blindness of short duration, with com- 
plete return of vision, and without a symptom of inflamma- 
tory or congestive action. I could not find a more suitable 
explanation for my past troubles, and for want of one I 
considered myself glaucomatous, or on the way to becojoae 
so. 

J. Hughlings Jackson's striking term of " epilepsy of the 
optic nerves " i^eminded me of my hypochondriacal misgiv- 
ings ; and even before I had read the above related case of 

Julia W J I construed my case into one of epilepsy of the 

retina, a construction in which the description of J. W.'s 
retinal epilepsy has since confirmed me. 

This is the origin of a chain of speculations, in which I 
have indulged since Jackson's article came to my knowledge. 
After some deliberation, the idea presented itself that the 
typical form of glaucoma (glaucoma simplex) might be 
etiologically related to epilepsy. It may oe assumed that 
the same effects are produced by the same causes that 
the emptiness of the cerebral vessels and of the ophthalmic 
ones depends on the same nervous derangements, it having 
been demonstrated by Jackson's experiments, that the eye- 
ffround is relatively bloodless (and arterial pulsation deve- 
u)ped?) in epilepsy ^ as it ahead v was known to be in glau- 
coma simplex. The case of Iscbsemia Retinae, described by 
Alfi*ed Graefe in the Archives of Ophthalmology, confirmed 
me in the explanation presented. It is reported in the 
American Journal of Ophthalmology ^ vol. i., p. 32. 

"A child 5J years of age was brought to Dr. Graefe for 
total, suddenly produced, blindness. The child had been 
always perfecUy well before. A pale color of the face, 
large pupils, had caused the father, who is a surgeon, to use 



anthelmintics, and several times ascarides had been thrown 
out. The patient had, except this, never suffered from 
cramps, haemorrhages, or headache. 

A week before she was brought to Dr. Graefe's Clinic, she 
went perfectly well to bed, and the following mornine, 
when she wanted to get up, her mother noticed the blind- 
ness. She could not^ on that morning already, distinguish 
light from dark. 

On the day of her presentation^ there was the following 
siaitis prassens : Eyes wide open, aimlessly wandering, as in 
amaurosis ; color of face and skm pale ; the mucous mem- 
branes exceedingly pale. All functions regular. The pulse 
very smaU; frequency one hundred and sixty. No sign of 
inflammatory action in any part of the eyes ; conjunctiva 
very pale; pupils large, without any reaction on light 
Moderate contraction of the pupil by instillation of tincture 
of opium (irritation of the superficial ramifications of tlie 
trigeminus) and very slight augmentation of the dilatation by 
atropine. No symptoms of an augmentation of intra-ocular 
pressure. 

Ophihalmo9copic ExaminaUon, — Refracting media per- 
fectly clear. The principal branches and ramifications of 
the arteria centralis reiincB thin, as eaptUary vessels. Veins 
of the retina uncommonly serpentine ; comparatively much, 
but not uniformly, filled. The limits of tlie papilks nervi 
optici appeared indistinctly marked; otherwise normal. 
The chorioidea normal. 

There was no sign of quantitative perception of light 

The pulse show^ a frequence of 124 on an average. The 
heart was normal Digitalis, used durine two days, had no 
influence on the pulse. Bleeding near the temples, suppu- 
rating blisters in the neck, irritating foot-bath, large doses 
of ciuomel, and the application of Heurteloup's artificial 
leech, did not produce any changes in the condition of the 
disturbed functions. 

The supposition of an intra-eranial process was least jus* 
tified, the author says, in his remarks on the case, which 
enter fortunately in every detail, so that every detail may 
be appreciated. If there had been an inter-cranial disease, 
it would have been impossible to explain the sudden attack 
of blindness, as the result of paralysis of the optical nerves, 
without the presence of any other symptom, indicating a 
disease of the brain. An apoplexy, the rupture of a cyst or 
an abscess, seemed improbable, or rather impossible, for the 
same reasons : the isolation of the symptoms. 

There seemed no doubt the cause was a disturbance of 
circulation. In favor of this hypothesis was the suddenness 
of the attack, the local nature of the affection, and the 
enormous difference in the injection of the retinal vessels. 

The supposition of an embolus had to be gj^^i^ ^P) on 
account or the bilateratity of the affection. The embolus 
would have to be looked afler in the next principal artery, 
common to both the art centrales retinse, i, e., the arcus 
aortsB, or it would have been necessary to suppose that em- 
bolic impediments had simultaneously become localized in 
the a. centrales retinss or a. ophthalmic®. The improba- 
bility of the first case is clear enough ; the second supposi- 
tion would be absurd, as no disease had existed which 
would give a disposition to emboly of the arteries. 

Just as little probable is the h3rpothesis of a hydrocephalus 
intemus and a pressure, exerted by it on the basis cranii, 
bilaterally near tne ductus arteriosus WiUisii, consequent to 
which the retinal arteries should have lost their permea- 
bility. Exudations and neoplasms are not likely to produce 
these symptoms ; the reasons why are already contained in 
the preceaing. 

Even if the permeability of the arteries had been based 
on such a cause, the pressure would have acted on the art 
ophthalmicee ; but then the circulation of the chorioidea 
would necessarily have suffered as much as that of the retina, 
while the ophthalmoscope showed a normal circulation in 
the choroid. The author does not go on to extend this 
well defined diagnosis by exclusion, to all those causes 
which might be possibly drawn into consideration ; he is 
convinced that local condUians in the eyes have been the 
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motiyes of such an interference in the circulation of the 
arterial blood ; thus the functions of the retinas had been 
destroyed. 

The nature of the impediment was not known to the 
author, but he was firmly satisfied that, as already stated, 
the disease was local and isolated. 

Ten days the patient had been without quantitatiye sen- 
sation of light The author resolved to try to remedy the 
arterial ansmia of the retina by lessening the tension of 
the globe, to produce a stronger injection of the vessels ex 
vacuo. 

The 19th of December a large iridectomy (upwards) was 
executed on the right side ; on the left, a paracentesis of the 
Anterior chamber. 

Twenty hours after this, the anterior chambers of both 
the eyes were normally filled ; the pupils were decidedly 
sensible to light. TJie little patient dieUnguished very wSt 
day and nighty and/oUowed even the movements of the handy 
wUh good JkcatUm, 

It was farther found that the vision had only returned on 
the eye where the iridectomy had been made, and that the 
movement of the pupil of the lefl was merely sympathetic. 
The following day, the child counted fingers at a distance 
of two feet, and the field of vision seemed entirely or almost 
free. The left eye was yet totally amaurotic. Iridectomy 
-was performed on it the same day, and the perception of 
li^t had returned, when the bandage was removed— just as 
in the other. 

The fifteenth da^ after the operation on the second eye, 
the child could distiDguish the number of very small points, 
i mm. distant from each other. The field of vision was 
normaL The ophthalmoscope showed, when first used the 
third day after uie operation on the second eye, the arteries 
of normal size. There seemed only to exist yet some irre- 
grularitv in the injection of the veins. The case (interesting 
in itself) became, we think, a triumph of science, by the 
splendid success of the operation. We believe, with the 
aothor, that it would be superfluous to extend scepticism, so 
far as to speak of a spontaneous cure, coinciding with the 
c^rations. 

The success, remarks the author, proves that I was ri^ht 
to exclude intra-cranial disease and extra-cranial stoppme 
of circulation. There were certain local conditions, which 
were the cause of the blindness. In glaucoma, the aiminu- 
tion of intra-ocular pressure effected by iridectomy has been 
much more palpable as the effect of paracentesis. The 
causes of the influence of iridectomy on the intra-ocular 
pressure are not yetperfedUy eoopkUneiy but this cannot be a 
wei^ty objection to the existence of undeniable facts. 
The negative effect of paracentesis is attributable to the 
difference of intensity of action of the two modes of 
procedure. 

It seems evident that the iridectomies performed in this 
case effected a diminution of intra-ocular pressure, as in 
glaucoma ; that by the production of a relative vacuum, a 
stronger iniection of the arteries was effected, and that so 
the ophthalmoscopic appearance of an ischssmia retinse, as 
well as the consecutive functional disturbances, were brought 
back to a regressive staffe. 

The next question is^ how such an abnormal condition in 
the filling of the arteries could be produced, as there were 
no symptoms of an augmentation of intra-ocular pressure ? 
The author thinks that this misproportion between intra- 
ocular pressure and ' lateral pressure ' * of the a. centralis 
ietm» may be produced in a double way. The changes of 
circulation in gtameoma are the consequence of a mispropor- 
tion between intra-ocular and lateral pressure. It would 
be difficult to decide whether the quick destruction of sight 
in glaucoma depends more on the direct pressure on the 
nervous elements of the retina, or on a disturbance of circu- 
lation in the a. centralis, in consequence of the augmented 
inira-ocular pressure. While in cases of augmented intra- 

* Tb« prMSore which the bI«od exerts on the walls of the arteries. 
This preiNre Is the eipres il op of the force bj which the Uood is drtvea 
Bto the artery by the Wut. 



ocular pressure the circulation of the artery is diminished by 
the action of the pressure on the entrance of the central 
artery of the retina^ a similar misproportion ensues when 
the lateral pressure in the artery is diminished, although the 
intra-ocular pressure is normaL 

The cause of the frequency of the pulse could not be fband. 
The paleness of the face ana mucous membranes allows the 
diagnosis of a certain degree of anssmia. The hypothesis 
of me existence of local anssmia in the arteries of the eyes 
is therefore justified. The disturbance of the function of the 
retino. has to be attributed to the relative misproportion 
between the (normal) intra-ocular pressure and the (dimi- 
nished) lateral pressure in the central artery. 

To ascribe the frec^uency of the pulse to the existence of 
helminthiasis and irritation of the sympathetic nerve would 
not clear up the case much. More important is the fact 
proved often, and lately by Einbrodt,* that the lateral pres- 
sure in the arteries is greatly diminished with an auemented 
frequency of the action of the heart. The arterial blood of 
the retina is solely provided by the central artery, the 
angular entrance of which in the interior of the eye seems 
to be favorable to disturbance of the circulation, while on 
the other hand, no anastomotic collateral cinmlation is 
possible. 

It might be possible that the contraction of the walls of 
the artery by irritation of the vaso-motoric nerves, through 
the sympathicu8,t was the cause of the local anismia, 
though various reasons do not make this supposition very 
probable. 

Three months after the operation^ the eyesight of (he child 
UHU absolutely normaL" 

Dr. Graefe would, I think, not have attributed this caae d 
blindness to a local disturbance of circulation only, but cer- 
tainly have broufi^t it in relationship with Donders' type of 
glaucoma simplex, had the scientific world then Q8G2) 
been acquainted with the results of the labors of the Dutch 
ophthalmologist. Nothing is more justified than now to 
consider this case of " iscbiBemia retina "t as one of " glau- 
coma simplex*' unattended by inflammation, in which 
some of the symptoms of intra-ocular pressure (/. i. excava- 
tion of the optic nerve) had not yet beien developed, or bet- 
ter to consider the case as an attack of retinal epilepsy. 






CASE OF STRANGULATED FEMORAL HERNLA 

m WHICH THE 8TBICTURE WAS DITIDEO SXTXKNAL 
TO THK SAC, BESULTINO IN 

INTESTINAL FISTULA. 
A SECOND CASE, 

IN WmOH THE INTESTINE WAS FOUND TO BE OANORXNOUB ; 

RESULT TATAL. 

By JAMES L. LITTLE, M.D., 

OF KBW YORK. 

On May 18th, I was called to see Mrs. L , in 61st 

street, in consultation with Dr. Church, her attending 
physician. The patient was a delicate-looking woman, 
forty -seven years of age, married, and had children. She 
had for the past ten years been subject to a femoral hernia 
of the right side, for which she had never worn a truss. 
On May 14th the hernia became strangulated, attended by 
the ordinary symptoms — pain, vomiting, and constipation. 
She refused to call in a physician until the evening of the 
17th. when she sent for Dr. Church. He made an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to reduce the hernia by taxis while she 
was under the influence of chloroform, and advised an 
operation. 

* Untonnchabgen znr Nfttarlehr«, her. r. Ifoleiobott. ISM. YoL tU. 
t £zp«riment« of Bernard aad Brown-B^nard. Scbmldt^s JaArbtkehsr^ 
Bd.104!. 
t Thm the dJawwehMbeea called by Dr. Graefa. The word ^laehmnla" 

{toj(atitta) meaoe a local or partial anrinla, and waa latrodiiced hy Yir- 
dhow, (PalhologtsL Vol. L) 'He wanted " to diipenae with the nsual ezpres- 
■looa, Anemia, OHfcmia and Spanvmia,** aa theaa were oaed to ftip te»a 
both geMtal aad looal dletarbaaeMi 
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Her condition at the time of my visit was as follows : — 
Pain in the right groin, and in the region of the umbili- 
COS] constant vomiting and constipation. On inspection, 
a sh^t sw^ng could be seen in the right groin, and, on 
manipulation, a tumor, tender on pressure, about the size 
of a nen's egg, could be felt just below ana to the inner 
side of Poupart's ligament, and a smaller tumor situated 
above the ligament. This last, she stated, had exist- 
ed for about a year, and during that time had been irre- 
ducible. The larger tumor was slightly resonant on per- 
cussion. 

Without any further attempt at taxis, patient was ether- 
ized, and, assisted by Drs. Church, CampbeU, and J. L. 
Smith, I proceeded to operate. 

Operatton, — An incision about four inches lonp was 
made in a line parallel to, and nearly over Poupart^ liga- 
ment. A second incision was then made, commencing 
from the middle of the last, directly downwards, a little to 
the inner side of the tumor, for about three inches, thus 
forming a T incision. The different layers of tissues were 
then carefully divided over a director, until the sac was 
exposed, and the finger could be carried up to the femoral 
ring, and Gimbemars ligament could be felt. A hernia 
knife was then introduced, and directing the edge of the 
instrument upwards and inwards, the fibres of the ligament 
were divided. Slight manipulation over the tumor caused it 
to recede, leavine behind a thickened sac, a portion of 
which extended above Poupart's ligament, and had become 
adherent, forming the irreducible tumor before mentioned. 
These adhesions were broken down, and the finger passed 
around the neck of the sac. breaking down some old 
attachments. The sac was tnen pushed back within the 
abdominal ring, the wound closed by sutures, and a com- 
press and spica bandage applied. 

May 10th, ten a.m., sixteen hours after the operation. — 
Patient vomited occasionally during the night, but has not 
done so since eight o'clock this morning; pulse 92; no 
pain around the wound ; she however still complains of 
some pain about the umbilicus, though not so severe as 
before the operation. Ordered warm flaxseed poultices to 
the abdomen, and patient to be kept moderately under the 
influence of opium- May 20th. — Patient doing well ; no 
return of the vomiting ; slight distension of the abdomen. 
An enema was admmistered last evening, which caused 
several evacuations of faacal matter during the night. 
Wound dressed ; union of the edges by primary adhesion 
seems to have taken place. As me patient complains of 
some tenderness on pressure over the risht umbilical and 
inguinal regions, a blister was applied. Opium and warm 
applications to tne abdomen continued. 

At ten o'clock this evening, fifly-two hours after the 
operation, symptoms of strangulation returned ; vomiting 
of stercoraceous matter, with severe pain in abdomen ; 
pulse 96 ; no increased swelling about the wound. Ordered 
opium, one grain every two hours. May 21.— Vomiting 
still continues ; tympanitis increasing ; pulse 120, small ; 
extremities becoming cold. Two o'clock p.m. — ^Patient in 
a state of collapse ; pulse hardly perceptible ; skin cold, 
and covered with a clammy sweat; hiccup; and every 
symptom seemed to indicate that gangrene had taken place, 
and that the patient was near her end. Brandy ordered 
to be given finely. May 22d. — Patient still alive ; pulse 
120, and more perceptible ; skin warmer, and her counte- 
nance much improved ; considerable tympanitis, but less pain. 
23d. — Better: pulse 100; suture removed from wound; 
union good. From this time the patient began to improve. 
Injections were administered at various times, but without 
any results. It was considered improper to administer a 
purgative, as the symptoms had indicated Uiat gangrene of 
some portion of the intestine had taken place, and it was 
feared that increased peristaltic action of the bowels would 
do more harm than good. Opiuin in small doses was 
therefore administered, with a view to keep the bowels 
quiet and give nature time to repair the mischief 

On the seventh day after the operation, the wound re- I 



opened and discharged a considerable quantity of decom- 
posed blood with pus, which had a strong fsecal odor. The 
discharge continued, and on the elevenm day a purgative 
was administered, which caused a .free evacuation of the 
bowels. A considerable quantity of ftecal matter at the 
same time made its escape from the wound. 

From this time there was a constant discharge of a thin, 
yellowish material from the wound, and no natural move- 
ment of the bowels. The discharge from the wound seem- 
ed to increase in quantity, and ^e wound itself to grow 
larger, until it was nearly half an inch in diameter. 

rressure by means of a compress and bandage was 
applied, but could not be borne by the patient The 
wound remained in about the same condition for nearly 
three months, when the patient died from phthisis, from 
which she had suffered for the past year. 

It is to be re^tted that an examination of the body 
could not be obtained. 

This is the second case reported in this Journal of an 
intestinal fistula occurring after an operation for strangu- 
lated femoral hernia, by tiie division of the stricture with- 
out opening the sac. 

The first was a case reported in Vol. VI., p. 147, by Dr. 
Henry B. Sands. In his case there were no unfavorable 
symptoms after the operation. The wound reopened on 
the ninth day, and discharged ^cal matter, which at first 
increased in quantity ; the bowels, however, continued to 
act with natural regularity. About three weeks after the 
operation the discharge began to diminish, and when pa- 
tient left the hospital it was so slight as to be scarcely per- 
ceived. 

Since the above was written the following case has come 
under my notice : 

On January 31st I was called to see a patient suffering 
from strangulated femoral hernia. The history of the case 
is as follows: — Patient is sixty-seven years of age, and has 
suffered from a femoral hernia of the left side for the past 
two years. Eight days ago it became strangulated, accom- 
panied with the usud symptoms, viz. vomiting, constipa- 
tion, and severe pain around the umbilicus. She sent for 
a Gferman doctor who. did not comprehend the case, 
although his attention was called to the hernia. Purga- 
tives, injections, etc., were given without any good result. 
Dr. J. Lewis Smith was at last sent for, who at once 
recognised the trouble, and placed the case in my hands for 
operation. Patient was etherized, although in a very feeble 
condition, and an incision was made over the tumor (which 
was situated above Poupart's hgament), and continued 
down until the sac was reached. This was opened, and 
the intestine was found in a gangrenous condition ; perfora- 
tion had already taken place ; no fluid was found between 
the sac and the intestine. 

The intestine was freely opened, the stricture overcome, 
and a free discharge of faecal matter from the wound was 
the result The corners of the wound were brought toge- 
ther, but space enough was left to allow the contents of 
the intestines to escape from the wound. 

The patient recovered from the ether readily, and she 
was left to all appearances as comfortable as usual after 
such an operation, although very feeble. In less than an 
hour after I left the house she died. The cause of death I 
cannot account for except from exhaustion. No post- 
mortem examination was aUowed. 

The point in this case is this. The external condition of 
the sac, which was very much thickened, did not at all in- 
dicate the serious condition of the intestine within, and I 
opened the sac because the strangulation had exi^ted so 
long, and the symptoms of the patient were so severe. 

S6S Wmt 42o St., N. Y., Feb. 8, 1864. 



Dr. C. B. White, Assistant-Surgeon, U.S.A., formerly 
Surgeon-in-Chief of the ArtiUery^ Reserve, Army of the 
Potomac, is now on duty as Medical Purveyor for the U.S. 
forces in Texas. 
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SARRACENIA PURPUREA IN VARIOLA. 
Bt NOAH C. LEVINGS, M.D., 

, or XXW TOBK. 

DiJBiNo the last month (January), I had the fortune to 
have under my care four children, in one family, sick with 
Tariola. Considering tiiis to be an unusually favorable 
opportunity to decide upon the merits of the sarracenia as 
a " specific '* for this disease (the children never having 
been vaccinated), I obtained the contused root of the sar- 
racenia purpurea direct from Major Lane, of Halifax, the 
Jutative father of the " specific." I also requested Dr. 
aoobi, of this city, to see the cases until their termination, 
independently of myself and then to give me his opinion 
on the remedy. 

The following is the history of the cases : — The first 
one, a boy, three years of age, unvaccinated, commenced 
Tuosday morning, Jau. 12th, to complain with the usual 
symptoms of variola. On Thursday, the third day, the 
eruption appeared. We concluded to allow the disease to 
get under full head before commencing the use of the 
" specific." So, upon Monday afternoon, the infiision of 
sarracenia purpurea, an ounce to the pint, was given ac- 
cording to published directions, that bemg tlie fifth day of 
the eruption, which was now aistinctly pustular. The fol- 
lowing afternoon, twenty-four hours after conmiencing 
the remedy, there was no increased flow of urine, no flat- 
tening nor shrivelling of the pustules, as we expected. 
Wednesday, the seventh day, no change in the symptoms 
or eruption, except a lessened fever, fuller pustules, and 
the central depression more positive. The eighth day, of 
course, the puiitules began to scab, and some to break and 
crust. By the tenth day one-half the scabs on the face 
had fallen off j but on the trunk and h*ml» the peculiar 
pustules were advancing through their usual course with- 
out at all being modified by the medicine. 

The second case, a boy of eight years, unvaccinated, 
taking the disease three days later than his brother, went 
through exactly the course of unmodified smali-pox. - 

We have the same history for the third case, an infant 
of seven montlis, the eruption being preceded by convul- 
sions, and no modification of the disease or symptoms, 
though administering the medicine from the commence- 
ment. 

In each of these three cases the pustules went through 
the invariable course, being on the trunk three, and on the 
iirobs six days later than on the face. 

The fourth case, a sister of the others, ten years old, 
irhom I vaccinated, the vaccination taking the precedent 
of the variola by two days, was changed to a very mild 
case of varioloid, having but eight or ten pustules on the 
face. This one was about the house each day, and had no 
medicine. 

Presuming to know the natural course of variola, and 
having three cases neither modified, nor the sequence of 
the symptoms altered by the free use of the infusion of 
Barracenia purpurea. Dr. Jacobi and myself consider the 
sarracenia as without any medicinal virtue whatever in 
shortening the period of variola, or " causing the pustules 
to wither or fall off " before the eighth day. 
86 AiOTT St., February 6, 1864w 



Health ik the British Armt. — In the English infantry 
the average number of sick is about 60 per 1000 men ; in 
the English cavalry a little less ; in the Royal artillery a 
little more ; and the military train and depot battalions, at 
most 7,000 men, furnish about 1400 admissions per annum, 
on account of these two corps being chiefly composed of 
old and young soldiers. Striking an average in the British^ 
army the number of sick is nearly 65 per 1000 of strength ; 
in the French army 46 ; in the Prussian 47 ; and in the 
Austrian 48. The average time in hospital is 17 to 20 or 
21 days ; in the French army it is 16 days ; in the Prussian 
army it is 16 days; and in the Austrian army it is 17 days. * 
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ON DISLOCATIONS OF THE THUlfB, 

J. 0. Wordsworth, Esq., reports three cases (^ this didoca* 
tion, in the Med, Times and Ocmette, showing that the diffi- 
culty of reducing them arises from the ma^>oeition <^ the 
tendon of the long flexor. The first was a compound dis* 
location of the first phalanx of the thumb, produced by a 
fall on the extended hand, the phalanx being on the dorsum 
of the metacarpal bone. A wound extended across, and 
opened the joint on its palmar aspect. After faihng to effect 
its reduction by simple extension, a close scrutiny of the 
wound showed the tendon of the long flexor between the 
ends of the bones, having passed round the ulnar side of the 
end of the metacarpal bone, and by traction been drawn 
across the joint. Attempts to remove the tendon firom its 
new position being unsuccessfiil, it was divided with a bis* 
toury, and reduction easily accomplished, no displacement 
recurring. The second case was a simple dislocation up* 
wards and backwards of the first phalanx of the thumb, 
with no displacement of the tendon ; it being easily recog- 
nised stretcning over the metacarpal bone, and dravni away 
from the first phalanx by the altered position of that bone. 
In this case reduction^ was effected by simple extension, 
only slight force being necessary to restore the bones to 
their proper position. The third case was a simple disloca- 
tion of the first phalanx upon the dorsum of the metacarpal 
bone. No trace of the tendon could be discovered. Attempts 
to reduce the dislocation by extension were made, and 
renewed, but failed. He now endeavored to replace the 
tendon by the following procedure, which he had previously 
devised : " The wrist being fully bent, so as to rebuc the long 
flexor tendon, let the surgeon take tne thumb in one hand 
and abduct it from the nngers, while with the other he 
steadies the metacarpal bone. He then is to rotate the 
thumb, so as to make the tendon retrace its course /oruHirdli 
and inwards around the lower end of the metacarpal bone, 
using the first phalanx as a lever in this intention. If this 
do not succeed, let him hyper-extend the first phalanx, so 
as to stretch the flexor tendons, rotate the phalanx atUtvards. 
and then carry it round the inner tubercle of the metacarpal 
bone, so as to dislodge the tendon fi*om between the ends 
of the bones." By adopting this course, the tendon was 
readily replaced, coaptation restored, and no tendency to 
displacement left. Since his attention has been directed to 
these cases, he has had reason to believe that dislocations of 
the fingers at the metacarpo-pbalangeal joints are also com- 
phcated by ^e malposition of their tendons ; and has suo- 
ceeded in reducing them by more manipulation after con- 
siderable fbrce had been vainly applied. 

ON the treatment of diarrhcea and dysentery. 

Professor Skoda places a strict regulation of the diet 
before everything ; especially is this the case with reference 
to every solid article and warm fluids, allowing only luke- 
warm soups or other drinks, and that only by a spoonful at 
a time. These stringent rules do not apply to those cases 
of mild diarrhoea, in which the patient* continues to eat fruit 
and the hke, and still soon gets well ; but to very obstinate 
diarrhcea and dysentery, where the intestinal canal is in such 
a state that almost any substance introduced into the stomach 
acts mischievously, and where a few spoonfuls of warm 
soup, or a mouthful of cold water, are immediately followed 
by severe colics, and soon afterwards by evacuations; 
though in all cases it is prudent at the commencement to 
cut off the supply of food as far as possible, especially those 
articles Ukely to augment the disease. 

He regards opium as the most valuable medicine in diar- 
rhoea, for it keeps the sphincter in a state of permanent con- 
traction, which is often propagated to the large intestines, 
the small intestine not bemg able to propel its contents with 
sufficient force to induce the irritation which causes their 
expulsion ; and these contents being retained, their amount 
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may become considerably diminished by the absorption of 
the fluid, though frec^uently the canal is so diseased as to 
prevent such absorption; there the diarrhoea will continue 
m spite of the opium and the contraction of the sphincter. 
If opium or morphia does not suffice, it must be aided by 
astringents, by far the best of which, and the most easily 
supported, is the sulphate of zinc. He does not think tannin 
in its separate state either so useful or so easily borne, but 
that it acts better when employed in the decoction of those 
substances from which it is obtained. He regards alum of 
no use whatever in diarrhoea, but lead approaches zinc in 
efficacy, though less certain. The dose he recommends is a 
quarter of a grain, repeated every two or three hours, and 
at most every hour. If these means do not suffice we may 
have recourse to starch enemata, combining with them opium 
or zinc In the most obstinate cases we must have recourse 
to cauterization ; but this is only the case when there is a 
diseased condition of the lower part of the rectum. Yery 
obstinate cases of blennorrhoea confined to the anus may be 
completely cured by the application of nitrate of silver in 
substance as high up as it can be passed. 

DiaiTALIS IN THX TREATICKMT OF BPILEPST. 

A. young child, not quite two years of age, was brought 
to Professor Clark's Clinic on the 24th of September last, 
to be treated for " fits,'' from which it had suffered for the 
last twelve months, occurring every three or four weeks«— 
limited to one in a day, though on one day it had seven. 
The child was nursing; took no other nourishment; its 
bowels were generally costive. AHer questioning the 
mother closely m regard to the symptoms exhibited during 
the attack. Professor Clark was convmced that the* character 
of the discHise was epileptic, or at least epileptoid, as most of 
the symptoms of epilepsy were manifested in a greater or 
less d^^ree. Acting upon a suggestion previously made by 
a medical friend, rroressor Clark determined to give the 
digitalis a trial, and the child was accordingly put upon one 
drop of the tincture three times a day, with directions to 
increase the dose gradually as circumstances might indicate. 
No attack occurred, however, since commencing with the 
tincture, one drop of which had been taken regularly three 
times a day until January 14th, when the chud was again 
presented at the clinic, nearly four months having elapsed 
sinoe the last attack. The Professor remarked that if this 
was the result of the treatment, '^e might well sing tiie 
praises of digitalis; but as *'one swallow does not make a 
summer," we cannot well judge fi*om a single case whether 
the child's present &vorable condition is the efliect of Uie 
remedy administered, or a remarkable coincidence. Other 
remedies have from time to time been recommended, and 
been attended with success for a time, and afterwards fitiled 
to effect the cure ; the sulphate of zinc is one that has borne 
a high reputation. 

Professor Yan der Kolk has had some success in the treat- 
ment of epilepsy, by applying cupping-glawes with scarifi- 
cation or leedies to the back of the neck, followed by seton 
or issue, with the view to moderate the exalted sensibility 
of the medulla oblongata, and prescribing internally the in- 
flision of digitelis with small doses of tartar emetic, if the 
patient can bear them without nausea, to moderate stiU 
further the excited vascular action ; but says he never suc- 
ceeded in curing a case with digitalis alone, though he 
believes it contributes much towajrds promoting the cure. 
Whatever may be our future experience with this remedy, 
this case of Professor Clark seems of sufficient importance 
to claim the attention of the profession, and to secure for the 
digitalis a further trial in the treatment of this troublesome 
disease. 

NoTB. — Some errors are noticed in the Progress of Medical 
Science on p^^ 31, where the word grains should read 
grammes. The closing paragraph in that article ^ould have 
iH;)peared in connexion with the article on Wood Spirit, &c., 
on page 88, vol. vil It was mislaid, and by some mistake 
was afterwards inserted in its present connexion. 
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HEALTH REFORM IN NEW YORK. 

Abottt twenty-five years ago the citizens of London became 
Alarmed at the state of the public health of that city. It was 
found that one in every thirty-six of the population was 
dying annually. The diseases prevalent were small-pox, 
scarlatina, measles, fever, etc., diseases which almost entirely 
depend for their existence upon the neglect of sanitary 
regulations. ' The city had an old health organization whidi 
was ruled by the politicians. It absorbed a vast amount of 
money, but did nothing to promote the health of the city. 
A few energetic citizens determined to rescue the city from 
the £^a^ of ignorant partisans, and place its sanitary interests 
under the management of an enlightened Board of Health. 
They at once met the most determined opposition firom all 
the officials who held office under the old organizations. 
The politicians held public meetings, and loudly dedared 
that the ** city of London, for health, cleanliness, effi^vQ 
drainage, lighting, and for supply of water to its inhabitants, 
cannot be surpassed." The friends of reform replied by bring- 
ing forward the tables of mortality, and demonstrating that 
5000 names of dead citizens stood recorded therein, which 
would not have found a place in the mortuary record were 
these statements true. They went boldly to Parliament and 
demanded reform. In the language of the Registrar- 
Gkneral they could assert : " Instead of death coming upon 
our people like a sleep when the flAculties are dulled by age 
and slow decay, it convulses tender infancy, falls with burning 
fevers upon man in his prime, snatches away the mother 
with the babe still upon her breast" ** The disease-mist, 
arising from the breath of two millions of people, fi'om open 
sewers and cess-pools, graves and slaughter-houses, is con- 
tinuaUy kept up, and undergoing changes ; in one season it 
is pervaded by cholera, in another by influenza; at one time 
it bears small-pox, measles, scarlatina, and hooping-cough 
among your children; at another it carries fever on its 
wings. Like an angel of death it has thus hovered for cen- 
turies over London. The plain truth is, 134 persons die 
daily in London, and the great majority are untimely deaths. 
Children, fathers, mothers, in the prime of Ufe; at least 38 
die daily in excess of the necessary rate of mortality. 38 
persons are destroyed every day in London by local causes. 
If these deaths took place on London Bridge, would any 
sensible man in the city oppose any reasonable measure 
devised by a minister of the crown to put a stop to the 
frightful sacrifice of life ? If this generation has not the 
power to call the dead fix)m their graves, it can dose thou* 
sands of graves now opening. The poisonous death-vapora 
may yet be cleared away from London, and some of the 
sunshine, pure water, firesh air, and health of the country 
may be given to the grateful inhabitants by the legislature." 
The result of this agitation was that the proper legislation 
was finally obUined, and the old and corrupt health organi- 
zations were supplanted by a Board of Health, whose juris- 
diction extended beyond the city limits, and embraced all 
the immediately ac(jacent parishes. " The $anUary police is 
composed (under this oentral board of health) of one prin- 
cipal medical officer (at present one of the most distinguisbed 
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surgeons of tlie realm), subordinate to whom are 32 medical 
men, who haTe the direct supervision and execution of sani- 
tary matters in their respective districts. Under the laws 
prohibiting cellar residences, licensing lodging houses, 
removing nuisances, requiring ventilation of tenements, 
etc., etc., that city has, under the administration of this 
medical corpe, from being one of the most unhealthy, 
become one of the most salubrious." The death-rate has 
gradually diminished, until the mortality is not greater than 
that of all England. Truly did Parliament, by the creation of 
are^Kmsible Health Board, whose jurisdiction extended to 
every source of disease in and around the metropolis of the 
kingdom, give to its grateful inhabitants the health of the 
.country. 

Kew York is the only city of considerable magnitude in 
the civilized world that is without any efficient sanitary 
police. Truly has Mr. Carr, the late Superintendent of 
Sanitary Inspection in the City Inspector's Department, in 
his scathing exposure of the corruption and inefficiency 
of that organisation, said : *^ We have no Sanitary Depart- 
ment in the city at all commensurate with what the name 
implies. Beyond even this pretence, the city is as barren 
of all means to guard against disease, pestilence, or con- 
tagion, as if such emergency had never been provided for." 
From his personal knowledge, Mr. Carr states, " that for 
the last six months not a sanitary measure has received at- 
tention beyond the cleaning of the streets." " For all prac- 
tical purposes," he adds, ''it had been as well if no 
Sanitary Department were in existence." During the pre- 
valence of such epidemics as cholera, this fact, so tersely 
expressed by Mr. Carr, becomes patent to every citizen. 
The Sanitary Committee of the Board of Health report in 
rdation to the cholera, as it prevailed in New York in 1849, 
of which committee £x- Governor Morgan was an active and 
efficient member : "The labors of your committee during 
the past appalling season of sickness and death, and the 
awful scenes of degradation, misery, and filth developed to 
them by their reoearches, have brought into full view the 
fact that we have no eatUtary police worthy of the name; 
that we are unprotected by that watchful regard over the 
pfoblic health which common sense dictates to be neces- 
sary for the security of our lives, the maintenance of the 
city's reputation, and the preservation of the interests of 
the inhabitants." Why this &ilure of New York, the 
metropolis of the western world, the centre of commerce, 
of education, of arts, and sciences, to have such health 
regulations as are dictated by common sense ? Is our city 
natxMdly so healthy that we may safely dispense with dl 
sanitary supervision of the people ? Most certainly not 
We may with great propriety repeat what was formerly 
stated: " An examination of the sanitary statistics for the 
year just past, not only confirms all that has been alleged 
respecting the condition of the public health of the city of 
New York for the past ten or twenty years, but demon- 
strates fiirther that it is still on the descending grade ; that 
in comparison with many of the other principal cities on 
this c6ntinent, it is in a worse condition than any." Had 
the mortality of New York been in the same ratio to the 
population as Philadelphia during the year just passed, 
4,266 inhabitants of the former city, now resting in their 
graves, would be living. Are these unnecessary and pre- 
ventable deaths anything less than murder I 

But can any reduction in our annual mortality be made ? 
Let the pubUc authorities of Paris, London, Liverpool, 



Philadelphia, Boston, and Providence answer? Their unani- 
mous verdict is, that an intelligent commission, with proper 
authority, can render any city as healthy for the poor as 
well as the rich, as the average of the rural districts. And 
why should not this be true ? The excess of deaths in 
every town is due to preventable diseases. Fever, scar- 
latina, measles, scrofida, diarrhoea, and allied diseases, 
which are so prevalent in cities, are surely under the con- 
trol of sanitary measures. Take, for example, small-pox. 
This disease, one of the most loathsome in the whole 
catalogue, is unknown in Providence, R. I., and in Boston, 
except as it is imported from New York. What is true of 
small-pox is true of the great mass of the most fatal dis- 
eases in those cities. They have been reduced to a mini- 
mum in frequency and fatality. It has been well said that 
" One fact alone would appear to show that New York 
city is utterly abandoned to the unchecked sway of dis- 
ease, and this is, that small-pox has. prevailed here without 
interruption or official interference, firom the year 1822 to 
the present hour, although in that period it has destroyed 
the lives of about 9,000 persons ; and as it is fatal in only 
one in ten of those attacked with it, it follows that there 
were about 90,000 cases of it within that time, and yet we 
hear of no official effort to arrest its progress." 

The causes of our great mortality are accurately pointed 
out in the report of the City Inspector for 1861. He 
says : " The causes of this excessive mortality must be 
sought for in this city, and are readily traceable to the 
wretched habitations in which parents and children are 
forced to take up their abode ; in the contracted alleys, 
the underground, murky, and pestilential cellars, the tene- 
ment house, with its hundreds of occupants, where fimiilies 
cook, eat, and sleep in a single room, without light or ven- 
tilation, surrounded with filth, an atmosphere foul, foetid, 
and deadly, with none to console with or advise them, or 
to apply to for relief when disease invades them." He 
asks with great pertinency, " How is this state of things, 
which marks with shame the great city of New York, to 
be remedied ?" Let those who believe in our present sys- 
tem mark well his reply. He says : " The power of remedy 
does not rest in me, nor in the department over which I 
have the honor to preside." 

What resource, then, have the people of this city, but In 
an appeal to the Legislature to create a Health Depart- 
ment that has " the power of remedy ?" None whatever. 
The appeal has again been made, and for the sake of suffer- 
ing humanity we hope it will be heeded. 



REPORT FROM A REBEL HOSPITAL. 

The London Lancet is so fortunate as to have received » 
report from the General Hospital of Camp Winder, near 
Richmond, Va. It was forwarded by " Inspector A. J. 
Semhes, M.D., Confederate States Army." It is stated 
that this hospital is constructed for 3,000 patients, and that 
in June last it contained 2,500, most of whom were wound- 
ed May 3, at Chancellorsville. The hospital is composed 
of five divisions, each division being under the charge of 
a surgeon with six assistant-surgeons acting under him. 
The report of cases is very meagre, and, as fiir as published, 
of little value. The first is a case of ligature of both caro- 
tids, with an interval of six days, for hssmorrhage following 
a gunshot wound of neck Patient survived thirty-eight 
hours. PRor. Lonomore, who performs the evidently 
grateful office of editor of the reports, falls into the error 
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of Stating that the ligature of both carotids within so short 
a period is unexampled: A London authority, Mr. Erich- 
fiEK, could have corrected him. Mott tied both carotids 
with an interval of fifteen minutes, and Langenbeck ligated 
them both at the same time. The second case was a gun- 
shot wound of abdomen, and recovery. The patient was 
under Surgeon Chahbliss. The report, thus far, is a most 
iminteresting detail of cases, and proves but too plainlj 
that our Southern brethren are not making progress. 

SARRAOENIA PURPUREA IN SMALL-POX. 

The Sarracenia has finally been submitted to a trial, which 
would seem to prove conclusively that it has no specific 
virtues in small-pox. The cases related by Dr. Levinos in 
another column, where the article was obtained from Ma- 
jor Lane himself, are too accurate to allow a doubt of the 
fairness of the trial. It is time the profession put an end 
to the pretensions of those persons who are endeavoring 
to palm upon the community a remedy of no value. 

THE BIRTH OP A PRINCE. 

The birth of an heir to the British Crown has given rise 
to the usual .amount of congratulation in courtly phrases in 
the English papers. The extremely commonplace circum- 
stances, however, attending the birth, have not failed to 
call out a certain degree of vulgar comment. The Pxince 
of Wales and his wife were in the country, and she was 
engaged on the day of her confinement in skating. Her 
accouchement was not anticipated in two or three months, 
according to the regular order of things, dating from the 
period of marriage. She had felt some pain in the morn- 
ing, but it was not ascribed to the true cause. Towards 
evening the symptoms became unmistakable, and then the 
scene began. There was no preparation for the coming 
event; the accoucheur was in London, and was imme- 
diately telegraphed ; there were no attendants worthy of 
the occasion. Meantime, the progress of events showed 
that the denouement of the h^ ir was more rapidly ap- 
proaching than the accoucheur, and it became necessary 
to call in Dr. Brown, a plain country practitioner, who had 
the honor of officiating at the birth. The physician- 
accoucheur, Dr. Farre, arrived from London just too late. 
The child was wrapped in cotton in the absence of all baby 
clothing, and fi*om a neighboring infirmary plain Mrs. 
Connor was selected to wet-nurse the infant. The medi- 
cal attendants issued a bulletin announcing the happy 
delivery by the Princess of a Prince. Thus ended a scene 
in high fife, not at all unlike that which often occurs in the 
humblest cottage. The Saturday Review^ in a very sar- 
castic vein, ridicules the court customs on such occasions, 
and takes the medical attendants to task for announcing 
the birth of a Prince, as though a Prince could be bom, 
and states that it was their duty to declare simply whether 
the child was a boy or girL 



Two new medical dictionaries have been announced as 
in course of preparation in France. The first is to be 
called the " Encvdopsediacal Dictionary of Medical Sci- 
ences," and will consist of twenty volumes octavo, of 
about 800 pages, each, and be issued in half volumes. The 
contributors comprise the names of the most prominent 
old and young celebrities. The second will be ciSled " The 
New Dictionary of Practical Medicine and Surgery," con- 
sisting of twelve or fifteen volumes, of 800 pages each. 
The contributors are about thirty in number. 
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MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW 

YORK. 

{ConHnutd from page 71.) 

The Society met at 3.15 pjl The President^ Dr. Bissell, 
in the chair. 

The following permanent members and delegates firom 
New York and Brooklyn were present : — 

Dra. Joel Foster, Yioe-PresJdent ; N. C. Hosted, J. F. JenUna, J. K. 




(lowing Hew Yorkers were' also In attendance : Drs. Loois A. BaTie, 
C. F. Taylor, Alonio Galkina, and A. N. Qonn. 

Dr. Howard Townsend read a paper upon the Glycogenic 
function of the Liver, which he made introductory to an 
experiment to prove to the Society the development of 
sugar in the human liver, which, though well established by 
the investigations of Prof Bernard, an opportunity does not 
often occur to prove — ^because of tne difficulty of obtaining 
a human Uver in a perfectly healthy condition to experiment 
upon. Dr. T. explained the physiology of the liver and its 
cell action, so far as is at present determined, and illustrated 
the subject by diagrams. He gave a svnopsis of Pavy's 
views, as set forth in his work lately published in London, 
wherein he controverts Bernard's idea of sugar being deve- 
loped, though agreeing with Bernard in reference to the 
glycogene l^ing developed in the liver, but gives it another 
name. 

The liver-juice which Dr. T. exhibited was from the liver 
of a man lately killed in an affray in Albany — a man in full 
vigor of health, dying almost instantaneously. 

Into a small amount of the juice from this hver he dropped 
some of the cupro-potassio test, which immediately threw 
down the red protoxide of copper, because of the liver sugar's 
affinity for the oxygen of the deutoxide of copper. The lung- 
juice produced no change, because in it there was no sugar, 
the bme color persisting. In order to corroborate this test, 
Dr. T. dropped some of the test (Kletzinski*s) into a solu- 
tion of ordinary glucose, when the red protoxide was 
inmiediately formed, just as it was in the Uver-juioe. 

Dr. Towler, in reply, stated that he had found sugar in 
the human Uver on two occasions. 

Dr. Seouin read a portion of his paper on idiocy, which 
was accepted and referred to publishing committee. 

Dr. Armsbt read a paper on " Ligature of the Subdft- 
vian Artery," which was disposed of in like manner. 

The Treaiaurer read his annual report The chair appointed 
a committee to examine the same and report thereon* Both 
reports were accepted. 

Dr. Staats, on behalf of the censors of the eastern district^ 
reported that they examined during the past year ten gen- 
tlemen, and recommended them to diplomas. 

Dr. Swinburne, chainpan of a committee to confer with 
the Governor and the Legislature to procure additional 
means for the aid of sick, wounded, and indigent soldiera, 
read his report — ^which was acceptea. 

Dr. Elsbero read a paper entitled "On the Means of 
Diagnosis of Diseases of the Larynx," which was referred 
to publishing committee. 

Dr. Furman presented the following from the New Yoric 
County Medical Society ; 

** At a regular meeting of the New York County Medical 

Society, held January 4, 1864, the following resolution was 

passed: — 

** Ae«o/«Ml,— That in Tfew of the nnsettled itato of opinion among nMdt- 
col praoiltionera, oonoerning the propriety of adTertinng * Speeialtiee ^ la 
meolcal or other journals, the delegates of this Society be instmcted to 
bring this salidect before the Medical Sodety of the State of New York at Ha 
next roeetinfff with a Tlew to the establishment of some doflnite regalatioas 
concerning It'' * 

As one of the delegates of that Society, Dr. P. mored 
that a Conmiittee be appointed to consider this subject and 
report before the adjournment of this meeting; the chair 
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appointed as euch committee — Drs. Bbinsmade, TowNsnn), 
and FuBMAN. 

Dr. Wtllabd presented a commmiication from the Med. 
Society of the Comity of Albany, being an address by Dr. 
HowAiu) TowNHiND. llefcrred to publishing committee. 

Dr. SwiifBURNE ready on behalf of Dr. Otis Q-. Badlaws, of 
Clarendon, N. T., a paper on ^* Extra Uterine Foetations." 
Accepted and referred to publishing committee. 

Dr. Dowvs read a paper entitled. ^* On the Mutual 
Antidotal Properties of Opmm and Belladonna,'' with j;ases 
and quotations. Accepted and referred to publishing 
oomnuttee. 

Db. Merrttt read a communication from the New York 
County Medical Society entitled, "On the Action of Mercury 
upon the Liver,*' by James L. Beown, M.D., of New York. 
Cm motion the paper was accepted, and it waslresolyed that 
the subject of it be discussed to-morrow, after the reading 
of the regular papers. 

An invitation was received from His Excellency Gk)vemor 
Sbtmoub, inviting the members of the Society to visit him 
at his residence on Thursday evening ; which was accepted. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock Wednesday morning. 

MoBKiNO Session — Second Dat. 

The session opened at ten o'clock, with a very large 
attendance. Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. Pohlman. 
The Secretary announced that Dr. H. F. Stevens, delegate 
from the Vermont State Med. Soc., Dr. M. C. Edmunds, 
delegate from the Connecticut River Valley Medical 
Association. Dr. Henry L. Sabin, a honorary member from 
the Massachusetts State Medical Society, and Dr. Beck- 
with, of the Connecticut State Medical Society, were in 
attendance. 

Dbs. Sabin and Beckwith responded to their introduc- 
tion briefly and in a very happy manner. 

Dr. Thomas M. Blatchford, a delegate to the State 
Medical Society of New Jersey from this Society, pre- 
sented his report, which was accepted. 

Dr. S. D. Willard presented the following papers: 
" Mortality of the City of New York," by Dr. Ramsay ; 
" Regimental Surgeons of the State of New York in the 
War of the RebelUon, from 1861 to 1864," by Dr. S. D. 
Wniard ; " Memoir of Dr. Abijah G. Benedict,'^ by Dr. S. 
D. Willard ; " Mortality of the City of Rochester, N.Y.," 
by H. H. limgworthy. Health Ofl&cer. 

Also a communication from the Medical Society of 
Oneida County, entitled, ^* Belladonna as an Antidote to 

S^iam, alter entering the Circulation," which were all 
erred. 

PLASTIC operations ON THE FACE. 

Dk. GimnoH Buck, of New York, presented a male 
patient who had been the victim of an extensive destruc- 
tion of the face by gangrene, and read a paper in relation 
to the same, entitled, " A Case in which several Plastic 
Operations were successfully Performed, for the Restora- 
tion of the Right Hidf of the Upper Lip, and adjacent Por- 
tioos of the Cneek and Nose." I)r. B. stated that on the 
admission of the case into the New York Hospital, on the 
thirty-first day of December, 1862, the patient s right eye 
was destroyed and sunken. The right half of the upper 
Up, the right ala of the nose, and the adjacent portion of 
the cheek, besides the entire right superior maxillary bone, 
is gone, which left an extensile opening directly into the 
cavity of the mouth and right nasal fossa. To rectify this 
deformity, the patient was subjected to five separate ope- 
rations at as many different times. Dr. B. presented pho- 
tographic views of the patient's face before the first ope- 
ration, one showing the result of the first operation, and 
ooe showing the result of the second operation. Also 
plioiographs showing the final results, one giving a fi*ont 
view, one a right side view, and one giving a left side 
view. The superior maxillary bone is now in the anato- 
mical museum at Washington City. 

The statements of (he case were listened to with the 



most marked attention. A vote of thanks was tendered 
to Dr. Buck for his very interesting paper and the exhibi- 
tion of his case, and a resolution adopted requesting Dr. 
Buck to furnish a copy for publication. 

Dr. Willard, from the Committee on Credentials, in- 
troduced to the Society Surgeon Charles A. Tripler, late 
Medical Director of the Army of the Potomaa 

BACK-AOmC IN AMERICAN WOMEN. 

Dr. C. F. Tatlor read a paper entitled, " Spinal Irrita- 
tion, or the Causes which tend to Produce Back-Ache in 
Americaii Women," illustrated with many drawings. 

Dr. William Manlits Smith read a report of two cases 
of poisoning. Bothpapers were referrea. 

Dr. Swinburne offered the following resolutions : — 

Heeolred^ That this Society eanse to be printed one tbontaod copies 
<rf Dr. Percj^s paper on tbe Food of Citiea, for the nee of the Benate and 
BepreeentatiTea of the State Leglelatare, and for memben of this So- 
ciety. 

Bfolotd^ That the Committee already appointed to confer with tha 
Legialature be empowered to cany the resoiatlon into eifect. 

Which were adopted. 

Dr. Charles A. Lee presented a communication entitled 
''Remarks on the Management of Lunatic Asylums in 
Great Britain and France, with some Suggestions for the 
ImproTement of our own.' 

Dr. Ororonaux, on hehalf of the Committee on the 
" Prize Essay," made some remarks in relation to the same, 
and brought the subject of vaccination up, requesting Dr. 
Sayre to give his views on the matter. 

Dr. Corliss moved that a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to confer with the Legislature relative to some 
action for the more perfect protection from small-pox. 
Adopted, and the following committee appointed for that 
purpose : — ^Drs. Satre, Ordronaux, Corliss. 

Dr. Saunders moved that the same committee be au- 
thorized to memorialize the Congress of the United States 
to enact a law for the more perfect protection from small- 
pox in the District of Columbia, the several States, and in 
the army and navy, which was adopted. 

Adjourned, to meet agam at three p.m. to-day. 

Afternoon Session. 

The Society convened at the hour specified, and were 
called to order by the President. 

Dr. Corliss presented a communication from the Wash- 
ington County Medical Society, entitled, " Liaugural Ad- 
dress, by Dj^. White." Referred. 

STATS BOARD OT BXABONERS. 

Dr. Charles A. Lee presented the following : — 

XTKiraBsmr or Bitfpaijo, 
Medical DiPABTimrr. 

Om motion of Prot Charles A. Iioe, seconded by Prof. James P. White, 
itwaa 

Muol/9^ That the New Toik State Medical Society be reqneated to 
appoint a committee to consider the expedi^pcy of^ and report, a plan 
for the appointment of a State Board of Sxaminera for the degree d 
Doctor of Medicine, and to report at the next meeting of the Sode^. 

J7«m4v«<2, That the same committee be Instructed to bring the sahject 
before the next meeting of the American Medical Association, and that 
the Delegates of this Society be instructed to urge the general ad(^tion 
of the same plan In the other States of tbs Union. Carried nnanl- 
monsly. 

THOS. F. BOCHESTEE, Secretary. 

SAvnroiU) EAtniAir, Dean of the Faculty. 

BuTVALO, Feu. %t 1864. 

Dr. B. p. Staats moyed: That the resolutions be adopt- 
ed by ^e >Sooiety, and Uiat the same committee be m- 
structed to bring the subject before the next meeting of 
the American Medical Association, and that the delegates 
of this Society be instructed to urge the general adoption 
of the same plan in the other States of the Union. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

Dr. £. R. Squibb presented the final report of the Com- 
mittee on the subject of the revision of the, United States 
Pharmacopoeia. 

Dr. Perot moved that the thanks of the Society be 
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ErsKnted to Br. Squibb for the efficient muiaer in which 
e baa discharged die laborious duliea asngoed to htrn ; uid 
that a copy of tbo resolution be truiamitted to him bj the 
officers of the Bociety . Adopted. 



TRIHHPOBIATION 



oompouhd rBAoruitu or Tsion. 



Dr. SwiNBtTRHB read a paper on " Compound Fractures 
of the Thigh, and Means lor TranaportatioD," and exhibited 
a drawing of an army stretcher prepared for the treatment 
of compound fracture of the thigh upon the field. 

Thereadiseof the paper was fbUowed by complimentary 
remarks by Surgeon Tripleri of the U.S.A., Drs. Green, 
of MasBachusettB, and Sayre. of New York. Dr. Cor- 
liss, of New York, auggeBtea the wiadom of sending a 
load of straw into the field as a substitute for newfangled 
Splints and similar contriTances. The discuaaion ended 
in the following resolutloii by Dr. Kennedy, which wsa 
adopted: "That the paper by Dr. Swinburne, and tb« 
recommendationa therein contained, and the instrument 



Dit. 0. Wktb presented br title the "Report of a Case 
of Impalement through the Vagina." 

Adjourned, to meet at eight o'clock this evening. 
Etbsdio Sesbiok. 

The Sodety met at eight p.h. in the Awembly Chamber, 
the Vice-President, Dr. Joel Foster, preBidin^. 

Dr. D. p. Bissell, the President of the Society, delirered 
the annual addres^ as required by statute. After which a 
resolntion of thanks was passed. 

UosNiKo Sksiok — TmBn Dat. 

The Society was called to order by the Pre^dent, and 
the Ber. Dr. Tatlock ofiered a prayer. The following is a 
list of the gentlemen's names registered : — 



M. Dalunstsr, Utnrr Muidi, "W. ti. KlebudHm, II. V. Bnmi, AibMl 
P«RT, ArcUt)^ flow, U. L. Bibiini, J. B. PnMoB, H. B. Cku, K. K. 
Benin, Dulel Uijrbtni, A. N, OasD, Om. W. Llulc, TboL E. Bnrt- 
•ML Chu. V. TnloT. L. Q. Wurnn. F. ». Lows. Lan MeLwDc, B. B. 
OiuiD, Aikar Wright, H. B. Hnybu. Oeo. V. Bur, W. Q. Blilov, A, 
CdUni. M(klii|inpr»aaUtloDoriU. 

Dr. N. C. HtfSTKD read " A Case of Molar Pregnancy." 

De. J. Gt. Ortoh presented a report from the standing 
committee on " Met&cal and Surgical Statistics," which 
was accepted, and, on motion, the Committee was requested 
to continue its labors. 

Dr. Ortom also read a paper on the use of bi-chmmate 
of potassa in the treatment of diphtheria. 

Dr. Eubro presented several instruments — with re- 
marks connected with his specialty. 

The Committee on the President's Inaugural Address 
reported against the application for an amendment of the 
statute BO as to proTide for the election of more than one 
Vice-Presidrat. The Committee approved the recommen- 



dation of the Freudent relative to compensating the 
Secretary, and urged the propriety and justioe of providing 

ibeiefor. 

Tba Gommlttee rauDuaabdtd thM hcrakftAr th« atiiarj ot th* R*cnt*rJ 

■litll be • , ud tbit uma oompuHtloD iluH be gnuileil him tor ler- 

Tj«* ilrendj to ftltbTallj' renderM ; tli*l in order to meet Che Bmeewiy 
fliHOM, if the report ihonld be adoplad, the CoDUDlttee reeomnMndad b 

Mtr-lmpoead tu on eMh uuDber, pgmiBaDt ud dalegeta, of | . 

The report was accepted and adopted. 
Db. Staatb moved to fill the first blank with two hun- 
dred asd ^y. Adopted. 
Dr. Staats moved that the check for $100, retamed'to 
'omas delivered by 
e aervices rendered 



Dr. Eihubot moved that a Committee be appointed to 
equalise the tax on aoi^etJes, with a view to meet the fore- 
going resolutions, and report at the next meeting of thd 
Socic^. Which was adopted, and the Chair appointed 
Dbb. Kebkidt, BRiKSKAnK, and Wolcott. 

Dr. BsiMBKAns presented the following report and re- 

soluljons : — 

•Ph. ""^enlniad, nipalDlpd a Special ConmUtae te rFixnrt npon • 
.._.t_ u.j._, a_ ..u. r. — ^ o/SawToittn 



ratolDtlon uuMd by tbe If edlral Sucletr of the Coon^ of Saw Toifc, tn 
relltlon IS the propriety of medical pnciJUooon KlTartMBg their "Spa, 
BlaltF"ln Diadlctl ar other ioornila, and refirred lo tlilt Boelatrfor dad- 
don, bw ler— -- -^- "- >~" — ' '— 

tballmltaiU 



flfertb* follow 



B4tBlTed, That adrarllHinii 



tlDg looatlo 



BthlA 



to patrouga, ab 



Bttahtttl, That bereafte 
daeniad dlupillflAd u aD 
and If alreedr a delante 
iDblectlbrdiKlplInc 

Seioind, That thla Bodelr reooinmi 
etale of »*w York to adopt the faregolD 
bllah the troa dignity of our prof^lon. 

Bttottta, That tba roragolng raiolat 



nedlral praeUtloner, » offiBdlnf, elull b« 
■ to or An membenhlp of thU Bodatv; 
meinber tbiraoi; ihaU be dotoad ■ at 

mde all medical iodallM In tba 



ruHBlttad to tba Ab* 

JiU!.« an eipnaidan a 

tbaeplnlDDDrthaUadiialSadetr ofthe Stale of New Tott, and tbatlkr 
thla purpCrie a Commlttea of FraientatioD be appvlnted. 

Blgned : Tnoa. a Bl 

Qumo Fciii 

The report was accepted, and on motion of Dr. Iek- 
KiKB, the subject was made the apecial order tor the second 
day of the next annual meeting at twelve k. 

Dr. Ortoh, Secretary of the Nominating Committee, 
presented that Committee's report, and the SodetT elected 
the following offieeis, censors, permanent and nonorary 
members, delegates, committees, etc 

Prttidoni, pRicn. Htde, M.D. 

Ftce-iVen<fc»(, Geo. J. Fibhse, M.D. 

Secntary, S. D. WiLLABn, M.D. 

IVwrerer, J. V. P. Qdackekbitbh, M.D. 

Gommiltte of PtibliaUion.—Dn. 3. " 
Vanderpoel, Samuel H. Freeman. 

Cetucn ; — Southern District: Drs. H. D. Bulkley, N. C 
Husted, John Ball. Eastern District: Drs. B. P. Staats, T. 
C. Brinsmade, Peter McNaughton, Middle Diatriet : Dr& 
M. M. Bragg, C. B. Coventry, A. F. Doolitile. Western 
District: Drs. Alex. Thompson, C. M. CrandaU, Sdward 
Hall. 

Commitlee on CormptindeTict : — Ist DbL, Dr. Onido 
Furman; 2d, John Ordonaux: 3d. James H. Armabr; 
4th, James Ferguson ; 5th, J. H. Bturdevsut; 6th, Jtmn 
G. Orton ; 7th, A. B. Shipman ; 8th, James P. White. 

At Permanent Membei$; — Ist Dist, Dr. J, C. Hntdtin- 
son, S. A. Purdy ; 2d, Peter Moullon, Charles HcUillcB ; 
3d, W. H. Bailey. A. D. Hull ; 4th, J. U. Beynolds, J. H, 
Chubbuck : 6th, Joseph S. Whaley, Samuel Q. WolcoU; 
6tb, Wm. H. Fiah, E. M. Alba; 7tli, J, Towler, S. Arety; 
8tb, John Root, Solomon Barrett. 



. Willard, a 0. 
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EUgibU to Permanent Membership: — Ist Dist., J. K. 
Merritty New York ; R L. Beadle, do. ; James Kennedy, 
do.; Conielius R. Apiew, do. 2d, John V. Hoir, Ulster 
Co. ; Darling^ B. Whitney, Queens. 3d, John Ferguson, 
Dmyenportw^Dekware Co. ; Henry B. Salme, Columbia Co. ; 
Peter P. Staate. Albany. 4th, E. W. Howard, Warren 
Co. ; M. L. Fincn, Saratoga Co. -Thompson Burton, Mont- 
gomery Co.; Griffin Sweet, Herkimer; Blauvis, 

Washington • Louis Elsberg. 5tli, John D. Cky, Oneida 
Co. ; Jacob Hunt, do. ; J. E. Casey, Herkimer Co. ; Qt. 
Botsford, Q-reene Co. 6th, S. H. Harrington, Broome Co. ; 
De Witt White, Chenango Co.; M. M. Wood, do. 7th, 
B. W. Bottom, Wayne Co. ; Darwin Colvin, do. 8th, J. 
T. Williams, Chatau<me; Sanford Eastman, Erie Co. 

Hon. Memben :'--Dts, William W. Rutherford, Penn- 
sylTania : James A. Allen, Michigan ; 0. P. Hubbard, Har- 
Tard College ; W. J. Sloan, U.S.A. ; Steven Wicks, Orange, 
N. J. ; JamesjCouper^ew Castle, Del. 

I\}r EUMOiiy to Hon, Membenhip :— Dr. C. S. Tripler, 
Surgeon, tJ.S JL ; Prof. Smith, of Dartmouth Medical 
School 

Recommended to the Regents of the Unworsiiy for the 
Degree of Dodor of Afedidne .-^Brs. Leonard G. warren, 
of Albany Co. ; R. Spencer Chapin, of New York City. 

Ikiegaies to National Quarantine and Sanitary Conven- 
tion : — ^Drs. John G. Adams, R. L. Allen, Elisha Harris, T. 
0. Brinsmade, John H. Ghiscom, Alden March, T. L. Mason, 
G. W. Bradford, John Boardman, Joel Foster. 

Ddogaies to State Hedieal Society, Connecticut ;— Drs. T. 
a Pinnell, H. D. Bulkley, S. 0. VanderpoeL 

Delegates to State Medical Society of New Jersey .'—Dn. 
Lewis A. Sayre. E. S. F. Arnold, John BeU. 

DdegateB to State Medical Society of Massachusetts /—Drs. 
A. L. Saunders, John Ordronaux, J. M. Armsby. 

Ddegates to State Medical Society of Vermont :^I>tb. 
Joeeph Bates, W. P. Seymour, John Swinburne. 

Delegates to State Medical Society of New Hampshire ;— 
Drs, Samuel Hart, J. V. P. Quackenbush, Hiram Corliss. 

DdegaUs to State Medical Society of Pennsylvania .'—-Drs. 
D. P. Bissell, N. C. Husted, John E. Todd. 

Delegates to American Medical Associaiion,—T)n, J. M. 
Minor, B. P. Staats, J. F. Jenkins, Wm. Govan, H. A Car- 
rington, T. W. Blatchford, G. W. Bradford, J. M. Pruyn, 
D. P. Thomas, A Van Dyke, A F. Doolittle, D. Colvin, 
Predk. Hyde, J. P. White, OUver White, Philander Stew- 
mrt, A. L. Landers, Wm. Taylor, Wm. Manlius Smith, 
James 0. Pond, John Ordronaux, John Swinburne, Au- 
gustas Wiflard, C. L. Mitchell, R. L. Allen, C. M. CrandaU. 

On motion of Dr. B. P. Staats the " Merritt Cash " Prize 
Committee of last year was continued for the present year. 

On motion of Dr. Vanderpoel, Drs. 0. White, Jr. C. 
Hosted, and Jos. Kin^ Merritt were appointed a Commit- 
tee from New York city, to submit some plan at the next 
annual meeting for expediting the business of the Society. 

Dr. Parker moved that $3600 from the funds of the 
Society be added to the " Merritt Cash " prize fond, to 
make it $7000, and that the same Committee be continued, 
irhlch was adopted. 

Dr. Ordronaux moved that the " Cash Prize " Commit- 
tee be authorized to bestow a medal of the same value as 
the prise, and in lieu thereof, upon the successful compe- 
titor, if be shall so choose to receive it. 

On motion of Dr. Staats a vote of thanks was passed to 
the retiring President, the Secretary, and to the Clergy 
who had ofllciated for their service. 

On motion the Society adjourned sine die. 

The retiring President's address was spoken of in flat- 
tering terms. The members and delegates of the Society 
were the gueets of Dr. March on Tuesday evening ; of Dr. 
Qoadcenbosh on Wednesday evening ; and his Excellency 
the QoveTDoT, on Thursday evening. ^ 



NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

[To the Editor of the AuMtinAW If bdioal Timm.] 

Sir : — ^The late meeting of the State Medical Society in this 
city suggests some reflections. Whoever has regularly 
attended these annual gatherings must have noticed the 
growing interest manifested in them b^ the profession 
throughout the State, as evinced in the mcreasing assem- 
blages from year to year. So far as the country represen- 
tation is concerned, both by permanent members and dele- 
gate^ there is a disposition to send the best men in the 
profession. And the tone of elevation in this respect is 
markedly i^parent While I would by no means disparage 
the representation from the larger cities, the absence of very 
many gentlemen who, by their attainments and position in 
the profession, would confer an additional dignity to the 
body, is painfully apparent 

It was gratifying to see Dr. Buck at the meeting; but 
where were Drs. Willarcl Parker, Alonzo Clark, Jas. R. 
Wood, Flint) Hamilton, Draper, J. M. Smith, Stephen 
Smith, Markoe. and many other representative men in your 
city ? Is it rignt for such ^ntlemen to stay away because 
the proceedings have little mterest for them ? This Soci- 
ety should be, as it is intended, the representation of the 
b^t Medical talent of the State. 

The volumes of Transactions, which are now widely dis- 
seminated, should be the exponent of the medical status 
for industry and research. Can we truly say they take 
that standard? There are men in the profession in this 
State who rank second to none in the world. The very 
extent of the State, its varied climatic influences, should 
stimulate the largest inquiry and bring about larg^ results. 

There is one way to elevate the standard of tms Society 
to the point which it should attain, and that is by the best 
men coming regularly to its gatherings, and making the 
Transactions the organ of their studies and experience. 

Another point to notice, is the manner m which the 
meetings are conducted. When the assemblage was small, 
and the papers presented few in number, it was feasible 
and desirable that each should be read and discussed, thus 
developing from members their own ideas upon a subject. 
This course is now utterly impracticable. From the in- 
creased size of the gatherings, lind the number of pi^rs 
presented, it is impossible in most instances to read more 
than a mere abstract, and any discussion of the merits is 
out of the question. The paper is at once referred to the 
publishing committee, upon whom devolves the onus of pub- 
lishing, it may be, an indifierent communication, or, it re- 
jected, of incurring the personal animosity of the writer. 

Irrespective of this, there is another objection. The 
varied tastes of the members render it tedious to sit and 
listen to communications in which they have little interest. 
If, after the transaction of general business, the Society 
should resolve itself into sections, communications could 
receive a more impartial consideration, debates upon the 
merits and views of the paper would be evoked, new or 
suggestive ideas started, and a universal feeling prevail that 
time thus spent was profitable. A committee composed of 
Drs. White, Squibb, and Husted, was appointed to con- 
sider this subject and report at the next meeting. 

One other point is the volume of Transactions. These 
should comprise the " cr4me de la cr^me" of thought on 
medical topics during the year. Each Medical Society and 
Association throughout the State should send to the State 
Society such papers as are really worthy of preservation. 
In Uie city of New York alone a rich mine of material is 
annd&lly elaborated. The County Medical Society, the dif- 
ferent sections of the Academy of Medicine, the Patholo- 
gical Society, should be only so many fields firom which 
materials should be sifted and collated for this gamer. 
Were this so, it seems to us a true impetus would be given 
to the influence of this Society. The Transactions would 
be sought for^ as they truly can and may be, as the expo- 
nent of medical progpress in this country. Such a course 
would in no way interfere with that o;ber indispensable 
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outlet, the medical journals. They should represent the 
current literature of the day ; nor would it deprive them 
of giving, as at present, abstracts or resum^ of valuable 
papers. They cannot be expected to treat of any topic 
exhaustively, as may be done in papers for the Transac- 
tions. 

Pardon me for this discursive letter. Should it tend in 
any way to increase an interest in the Society, or stimulate 
to exertion in its behalf the best intellect of the profession, 
I should feel amply repaid. 

Yours, etc., 

8. Oaklbt Yamderpoel, M.D. 

Albaxt, Fsb. C, 16M. 



I^rmj HijMtal Intrilijtntr* 



CIBCULAB, Na «. 

Wabhihqtok, D.C, Januaiy 19, 1864. f 

The attention of Medical Officers in charge of U.S. 
Hospitals is called to the imperative necessity for more 
strict comphance with Paragraph 1286, Revised Army 
Regulations, 1863, regarding Descriptive Lists of soldiers 
leaving hosnitals. Whether a soldier be transferred from 
one hospital to another, to his regiment, or to any other 
point, his complete and certified descriptive list must be at 
once transmitted to the proper officer. 

Hereafter, failure to comply with this regulation will be 
considered disobedience of orders, and as such reported to 
the Secretary of War for his action. 

Jos. K. Barnes, 
Acting Surgeon- Oeneral 



Medical Society of the 2d Divtsion, 3d Armt Corps, 
Arict of the Potomac — The medical officers serving in 
the 2d Division, 3d Corps, now in camp near Brandv Sta- 
tion, Va., have organized a medical society with the fol* 
lowing named officers: — President, Surgeon Charles R. 
Irwin, 3d Excelsior Regiment^ and Surgeon-in-Chief 2d 
Brigade ; Vice-President, Asst-Surgeon J . Theodore Cal- 
houn, U.S. A, Surgeon-in-Chief of the Division ; Recording 
Secretary, A8st.-Surgeon Charles F. J. Lehlbach, 7th New 
Jersey Vols.; Corresponding Secretary, Asst-Surgeon 
Thomas Crozier, 16th Mass. Vol. Inf. ; Treasurer, Surg. D. 
W. C. Hough, 7th New Jersey Vols. The society holds 
weekly meetings, at which essays on military medicine and 
surgery are read by some member appointed for that pur- 
pose, the subject of the essay afterwards being discussed by 
the members generally. 

0BDEB8, OHANOES, Jto. 

SQrfteon 8. W. OroM, U.S.Y., has returned from l«tTe to Morris Island, 
8. C, and reeamed his dnttes as Bnrgeonin-Cbiet 

Assistant-Surgeon H. 0. Boberts is on duty at Norfolk, Ya., as At- 
tending Sargeon, Fort Norfolk and the City^ Jail. 

Surgeon Lewis D. Harlow, U.B.Y., has been relieved from doty at Gene- 
ral Hospital No. 8, NasbTille, Tenn., and assigned to Qeneral Hospital 
No. 8, Cbattanoosa, Tenn. 

Surgeon C. A. Cowglll, U.8.Y., has been relieved ftrom dn^ as Superin- 
tendent ot Qeneral Hospitals, District of North Carolina. 

Surgeon Daniel Meeker, U.S.Y., has relieved Sni^eon Shlppen, XJ.6.Y., 
In charge of General Hospital and Convalescent Camp, Gamp Nelson, Ky. 
Boivceon Shippen has been ordered to Knozvllle. 

Surgeon James Leete, U.S.V., has been relieved from duty In Balti- 
more, Md., and assigned to Wilmington, DeL 

8argeon D. P. SodIUl U.8.Ym is on leave of absence at Springfield, Mass. 

Burgeon Lincoln B. Stone, U.S.Y., has been relieved lh)m duty in the 
Office of the Medical Director, Department of West Yirgtnia, and bas re- 
lieved Acting Assistant-Surgeon J. K. Bell, U.S.A., in charge of the Gene- 
ral Hospital, Gallipolit, Ohio. 

Assistant-Surgeon H. L. W. Burritt, U.8.Y., is on duty with 1st Divi- 
sion, 9th Corps, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Leave of absenee for twenty days, with permission to apply for fyrtj^ 
days^ extension, has been granted Surgeon J. B. Ludlow, tf.s.Y. 

(burgeon J. E. Herbst, U.S.Y., has been relieved from du^ with the 12lh 
Army Corps, and assigned to Cumberland Hospital, Nashville, Tenn. 

Assistant-Surgeon Kobert McGowan, U.S.Y., to duty at General Hon>i- 
ial No. 4, Knoxville, Tenn. ^^ 

Assistant-Burgeon A. B. Chapin, U.8.Y., has relleYod Aaslstant-Burgeon 
Henry a Parry, U.8.A., at Portsmouth, Va. 



General HosplUls Nos. 1, 2, and 8, New Albany, Indiana, Branch IS of 
General Hospital No. 1, and Branch 10 of General Hospital Na S, at 
liouisville, Ky.. have been dosed. 

Camp Distribution, near Alexandria, Ya^ wHI be broken up as soon as 
practicable, and Camp Convalescent, at Alexandria, Ya., will hereafter l>e| 
and be known as, **■ Bendezvous of Distribution, near Alexandria, Ya.,^ 
and the place from which all men fit for field service, arriving in the De* 
partment of Washington, will be distributed to their regiments. In ftitnre, 
none but men fit for flela service, and deserters, will be sent to this ren- 
dezvous. The Surreon-Generol will 6ee that all men In General Hoepitala 
are transferred to the Invalid Corps, discharged, or retained for treatment 
until fit for field service, as may oe proper in each caso, unless otherwise 
disposed of by proper anthoritv, and not forwarded to this camp until they 
are fit for field service, as has heretofore been Uie custom. 

Medical Cadet Joseph Welsh, U.S.A., hfs been sentenced by Court Mar- 
tial to be dishonorably discliarged the service of the United States, for 
obtaining money from soldiers on promise of procuring their discharge. 

Surgeon Josiah Curtis, U.S.Y^ has received permission to visit Wsabiuf- 
ton, for the settlement of his accounts. 

Surgeon James D. Strawbridge, U.S.Y., has been relieved ttom duty as 
Ezamlninff Surgeon of Becruits at Philadelphia, Pa., and will report in 

gerson wittiout delay to Lieut Colonel J. Y. Bomford, 10th U.S. Infisntry, 
uperintendent Yolunteer Becmiting Service at Harrisburg, Pa., for du^ 
as Bxunlning Surgeon of Yolunteer Becruits at that place. 

D. D. Hitchcock has been mustered into the service of the United 
States as Assistant Surgeon, 8d Indiana Begiment, to date March 1, 186S. 

Hospital Steward Charles Thomas,.U.S. A., has been honorably dischaived 
the service of the United States. 

Surgeon William A, Conover, U.S. Y., has been assigned to duty as Sur- 
geon in Chief; Sub-district of Pamlico, Headquarters at Washington, N.a 

Surgeon Thomas A. Worrall, U.8.Y., now on duty at Depot for Drafted 
Men, Biker's Island, New York, to report to Assistant Surgeon-Genersl 
B. C. Wood, U.S.A., at Louisville, Ky., for assignment to duty. 

Surgeon Alexander H. Hofl^ U.8.Y., now on duty in charse of Hoq[>ital 
Steamer Charles MoDougall, at Louisville, Ky., to report to the Command- 
ing General, Department of the Bast, for assignment to duty, as soon as 
his presence before a Court Martial now In session in this city ean be dis- 
pensed with. 

William Storer (alias William Brown), a rocruit of the General Service, 
U.S. A., will, upon the ground of minority, be discharged the service of tlie 
United States upon the receipt of this order, at the place where he mav 
be serving. The expenses Incurred in the enlistment of said recruit 
will be deducted fhim the pay of Acting Assistant Surgeon B. A. Martin, 
Examining Surgeon at Hanisburg, Pa. 

Surgeon Henry Jane^ U.8.V., is hereby relieved from dntv In the 
Army of the Potomac, and will report in person without demy lo the 
Conunanding General, Department of the Susquehanna, for assignment to 
duty. 

Upon the recommendation of a Board of Officers, instituted bv Special 
Orders ^a ^ July 8, 1868, tnm the War Department, the following 
named officer is hereby honorably discharged the service of the United 
States on account of physical disability, with condition that be shall 
receive no final payments until he bss satisfied the Pay Department 
that he is not indebted to the Ch>veroment:— Assistant Surgeon H. C 
Steadman. 87th Penn. Yols. 

So much of Special Orders No. 45, of 18«8, from the War Department, 
as dismissed A'sslstant Surgeon W. H. Wiser, Sd New York Yolunteer 
Artillery, has been revoked, and bo is dlsohaiged by resignation, as of the 
date of the aforesaid order of dismissal. 

So much of Spedsl Orders No. 618, November «1, 1868, from the War 
Department, as nonorably discharged from the service of the United 
States, on account of physical disability, Assistant Surgeon David H. Sil- 
ver, 111th Ohio Yola, has been revoked, upon recommendation tit his 
Commanding General, and he is restored to his command, with pay fkona 
the date on which he relolns his regiment for duty, provided the vacancy 
has not been filled, evidence of which must be obtained from the Go- 
vernor. 

Surgeon Levi U. Holden, U.S.A.. will at once resume his dutlea In 
the Department of the Mononsahela. 

Surgeon W. F. Edsar, U.S'A., has been detailed as member of a 
Board of Officers ordered to convene at Fort Schuyler, New York 
Harbor, on the first day of February, 1864, to examine into the physi- 
cal ability, moral character, qualifications, and general fitness fur pro- 
motion of certain officers of the U S.A. 

Surgeon W. S. Thompson, U.S.V., now on dutv with the 16th Bagl- 
ment Invalid Corps, at Elmira, New York, has Seen assigned to duty 
as Post Surgeon at that place. 

Assistant Surgeon Samuel Adams, U.S.A., has been relieved ttom 
duty with Surgeon-General William A. Hammond, U.S.A., and wiU 
report in perso i to the Acting Surgeon-General, Washington, D.C. 

Surgeon Ferdinand Y. Hayden, U.S.Y., has been relieved from dnt^ 
in the Department of the South, and will report In person for duty te 
Lieutenant Colonel A. C Hamlin, Medical Inspector, U.S.A., Depart- 
ment of Wosliington. 

Surgeon Edwoid W. Owen, Sickles Covalry, New York Yolunteer^ 
having tendered his resignation, is honorably discharged the service ef 
the United States, to enable nlm to accept a similar position in tha 
16th New York Artillery. 

The leave of absence granted Surgeon W. P. Boell, IStst New York 
Yols., in Special Orders No. 2, Headqusrters, Department of the GuU^ 
is extended twenty days. 

Assistant Surgeon Charles F. Haynea, U.S.Y., Is authorized to visit 
his home in ]£iine before reporting to the General Commanding the 
Army of the Potomac, in compliance with Special Orders No. 14, War 
Department, January 11, 1864. the delay and absence <^ Assistant Sur- 
geon Haynes not to exceed fifteen days from January S6, 1864. 

The leave of absence granted Surseon J. B. Ludlow, U.S.Y., in Spe- 
cial Ordera Na 8, January 6, 1864, m>m Headquarter!, Deparbnent of 
the GnU; has been extenaed forty days on Surgeon's oertmcate of dla- 
abillty. 

Permission to visit Washington Citv, In order to attend to the set- 
tlement of public business connecteo with the Medical Department, 
18th Maine Yolunteers, of which he was formerly Surgeon, has been 
granted Surgeon James H. Thompson, U.S.Y. 

Assistant Surgeon W. Y. Cowan, 84th Ohio Yols:, has been honorably 
discharged the service of the United States to accept a new commission. 
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___ iTi!>. In W«bnrD, Mmi, Jin. T, bT Rbt. J. B. Ken- 

Bud, Dt. Suidu. W, Abbotim, U.S.N, ud UlH Uimu W. Bdlu- 

Qinn— Fdh-Owkili. In rbllidslpliU. Ju. 18, bf Ber. I>r. Dn- 
acLel, Dl Johh Piitl Qdutr, C.S.V., ud Emily, rouDgeit dnghUi 
or P. Penn-Oukall, Eai. 

■ ■ MidiHD, N. J„ Jin. 1», bj Rev. J. M. 
1, Alt. AuIiL-Snrgeoa D.bX, ud UiLn 



Taotmon—Oatn — _ 
JohBKin, Bdwth B. Tuokm 
K Obboui, of B«1alt, Wli. 



Miaaa*. — In hasill 

lUM L. HiuuR, UTD^ _.._ _ _ 

ComnoT.— SuddBDlr, In Jei«r tJn. on Sandif, fsb. 

SIOT, U.D, Id the flftj-ulnth jm of hli ■((. i 



Baton IlDn«i, I^ on PHdiT. Jin. 1 

— Yoric, In liieflhy-Siorti Te» of bli 

- -■ --— - --■,. f, Bu^ i, 



E^.^^rvl^^i'^i^-, 



Di. C. B. WbLle. A 



ordn B«y, Tout ; Dr. J. B. Cilhoun, Ai»t.-Bnrs«n, tJ.t 
Ion, Yl i Ih. C. K. DiTli, ladluoU, low* ; Dr. J. P. Fi 



o!s.A 
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MvraoBOLOOT AND mcBOLooT or thi wkez n thi onr 

AHD OOUNTT or HEW TORK. 

AbMncI of the Oflldil Beporl 

Tnm tb* lit du of FehmirT. 1»H, to the Bth diT or FebmirT, IBM, 

0«>ul«^llu,lifl;iraDen.lW:b^i,lBI; glill, lOt; toU^MS. AdolO, 

Ml; childnn, tg*; nulea, MS; fenulei, £tlS; oolcnd, 11. Infknl* nndar 

two jnrt of (ge, IW. 

*iM»a the aniei of deith ve noUeo : — AlbnmlnorlL 4 ; Apoptekr, 4 : 
bAatlliooDTnlalont, K; eronp, 1*; dipbtherlle, 18; xwlet ATir, U; 
tophu ukd trphoM r«nri,Si; eonuiniitlon, H; gmnll-poi, a; dkwIh, 
4; drain la bad, U; lobnttle numamu*,!! ; InBunnutloD c« bnln, IS; 
•r howeli,Wj ot Iwua, 41; bnuMliltii, II: diurhiH ud djuntwr, T. 
^n death* ooHimd froDi aont* dleeaiea, and 80 from violent eansea 
>n -wne natlTa, and MT tnnlgn ; of irikom US came from Inluid ; 
Tt died la the City Ohiritjei; of whom » *«• In BalloTD* Hgqilul, and 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 
Tas Niw ToRK Acadkut o» Mbdioihb wtU hold iU 
Regidat MteUng Wtdnnday Evening, EA. 17. Db. Bdck 
wia arhiiiit lh« patient, Btrgtn, in whose eate an exUruive 
deatrueiion of ffie /ace by gangrene ha» been rmtored by 
jiteutie op«ralion3, after which Db. Markob mli open the 
DitcMMtion on the DiMOte* of the Redum, followed by Dbb. 
Bakkk, HcTcawox, J. R. Wood, Post, Buck, Pabkir, 
W. H, Vak Bxmmi, E»o», Saibk, and others. 

Nut Tork Aoadeut or Midiodib (Sictiom os Ob- 
FiKTBica ADD DiaiABES OF Coildreh).— .d Stated Meeting 
</ the above Seeiiott will he hdd at the houu of Da. J. P. 
Oarsisb, No. 40 Weft 21>( *t, on Monday the ISA imt, at 
a^t o'dodc, P.M. Butiaets of the Evening— ROati^ of 
Guet. 



Private Instruction in Auscultation 
AND PEBC08SI0N.— Proft! 
tr-«nlMasii«lntli*Tnr ' ' 
BWBIha of Hanh, April, 






id BliotwelTi Iiland Hoqiltnl. 



The Three Best Tonics, 
IRON, PHOSPHORUS, CALISATA, 

Sklirully ud 'elegantly combined In an ambiMoloTed cordial, ' 

to the eye, dallcToas to tbe tmila. and acAeptibt* to [he lyitei 
The Profeulon araroqoutad to axamlno ow boaottfal oo 



BatnplH tent on applteaUon. 
Bemembar the ntoie. 

CASWELL, MACK & CO.'S 
FERRO-PH09PH ORATED ELIXIR OF CALISAVA BARK. 

CASWELL, UACK A CO., FanllT ChemliU, 
Under Flhh ATeane Hotel. 



D' 



T. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 

UENT AT FLOReNOB, MABS ' " -' ' " ' 

L, and ooldeet ^franllo water. Shad 
tett af coiered 



Ideal dieclpl. 
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edical Department of the Univer- 

*Ily of Vermont.— The next Annml ConrH of Lectnrei will mm- 
■DCDce the lut Thnnday, being tha Kch, of Felsiury, 1BC4, and will eon- 

JThMcoI raeuUt. 
HEY. JOSEPH TORRET, Il.D., PrealdenL 
BAMUEL WHITE TIIATEB, Ji., M.IJ., Bortlngton, Pro! sT Genard 



1 SpecUl AnaK 



DAYIDB. COKAHT, M.D., Mew York, FrofMaor of the Prindple* and 

Pnctico of Bnrgory. 
JOSEPH PEEKrNS.M.D„Cu(leton,Prof. otObaEetrin andDIieaiHaf 

Womon and Children. 
E. CREStSAN 8TILE9, M.a, N. T., Prnfeaaor PhyHology and Pithology. 
BENRY U. BEELY,M.D., South Onondaga, K.V., Pml ofChemlMir 

and ToilcDlogT. 
XUWAKD B. NIKS, A.B-DemonatnUr or Anatomy. 

, a, W. THAY8S. Jt, Borllnglon, 



OwfWant 0/ IfmAtnlitp. 



itndeBt l> isqslred to call 



^,,t.— HatilcnUtlnn. |8.M ; Dean'i CerUfleate (antitUng ths holder t« 
th« Tleketi of each Prurcuor). ISCW; Qndiiallon, I1S.0O. 

BtsdaDt«wlK> have attonded two tall eonnai in other refnlar Uadloa 
Initltatlou. will be admitted on payment of the UatrJCBlatloii fe*. Mid a 
fH of tlO.Oa Ondoatei of Ihli and other ragolar Medlaal Schoola an 
iBTl lad to attend Ihe Loctnrea. I rea of ehir ge. ^^ ^ 

To the Medical Profession. — Dr. J. 
PARIGOT, lite CommlMloner in Lobacy. and HoDonry Pm- 
biaoi of the Cnlieiatty ot Btutaeli, oETen to enninlt with Gentlemen 
of the PioTetalon, ud to give advloa as HanUl Slaocdera and Medlsu- 

■Comtpondenae can be addrtiaed to the cara of 

BiiLLuaa Bwmiaaa, 440 Bmdway, S. T. 



Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 
Mlf to (he iDTeatlgalton ud application of Eleotrldty u a remodl*! 
agent fBi the lail Ihlrtnoi yeara, ud being duly qnallflMl aa wall by hti 
adi'Otlflc allalnmenla aa by hit great eipirlepoe lo apply II In the moat 



141 70UBTH ATENPE. 



The "Fifth Avenue Pharmacy," 

IM FIFTH AVE., BET. aiBT and aan ST. 

J. P. FILER, FioFnaroa, 

JOHH CANAYAS, PBAaaicainnr. 

Tbe TTndaralgned would beg to Inftimi the Medical Prohiaion that h* 

ii Boln In botlnew at the above eitabtlabmeni, wher& having <ha 

entire eonlrol of the Pharmiiceiitlcal Dspaitment, h* win be enabled 

to oany on bnilneu at tunoerly for hlmiatt 

Beepectfttlly, 



lit honn, day and nlghb 



JOOH OANATAIT. 



R.a— Medklnei 

"W'ew York Academy of Medicine, — 

-i.' T^anaaotlon^Yol. I. Bvo. cloth, t4.W- Vol. U. (reuly In a 
diy>).tt.Ea BubacTlpUoni rpcrlved for the Truiactloiia at |1.U 
volume. BoUelln. Yol. I., 1361-ffi. Sro. cloth, fa.oa. ir eoot by ou 
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OEOBGE TIEHANN ai CO. 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

iU- MENT8, Ae. 

yo. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 

OTTO & RBYNDERB, 
Manolkotaren and Importen of 

Surgical, Or;thope(iical, aud Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New Tork. 

ThevtrioaBSpliBts f<Nr MoiboB Oozarias, Abdomiiu] Snpportera, Sboalder- 
braoea, Btockinga for Yarfcoae Velna, Elactric Machinea, Ear-Tmmpeta, 
Fractnre Splinta, Cnitchea, Syiingea, Enemaa^ Skeleton^ Fine Cntlery, e to. 

tA rtificial Legs and 
-A Arms. 8elp|ho*a Patent The best sub- 
stitates for lost limbs the world of sdeooe 
has ever Invented. (Established 84 years.) 
Can be bad only of 
WM. 8ELPH0, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Bend fur pamphlet 516 Broadway, N. Y. 
N.B.— A Silver Medal Jnst awarded at the late Fair of the Amerlean 
Instl tPte for the best Artificial Limbs. 

DISEASES OF THE THROAT. 



DR. ELSBERQ, 

LICTUBSB ON THE LARTNOOfiCOPE AND DISEASES OF THE 
LABTNZ AND THROAT IN THE VNIYERSITr OF 

NEW TORK, • 

Devotes himself specially to the Treatment of Diseases of 

THE IsARYNX 

and Nei^boring Organs. 

OFFICE HOUBS FBOM 4 TO 6 P.K. 

163 West 15th Street 

The '^EHxir of Calisaya Bark^— 

JL was Introdaoed to the notice of the FacaUy in 1880, by Jl Jtitkau, the 
9oU JmntfKtOT. None of those nnmeroos firms ware in ezistuiee, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, hare f jond it mwe convenient with* 
in a WW years to approiuiate the above extensively known title : it is theie 
fore presamable that physicians in prescribing; as for over tnirtv years, 
have reference solely to the original arUole JuJe by J. Milhav a Bom. 

Alsrs the CUALTBEATE ELIXIR OK OALIdAfA BABK (copy- 
ril^ted). being the above preparation with the addition of two grains of 
tlM eeiehnibd Pvropkotphate qflron to each wioitfflassftil. 

Boleamcv for Fuekoh Abtipiolu. Era from the leading Paria mannlke- 
torsr. Dingle eyes to order. Sets of 190 for ocnlists. 

J. MiLHAU & Bom, 
Droggists and Pharmacentists, 188 Broadway, N.T.. near Cortlandt ft 

£ither agents for or importers of all the French roetUdnes and fine pre- 
paratioos in vogue. 

COIfCElfTRATfiD FLUID JVAGMJESIA 

Is eamestlv and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
snpertor article. Every floid ounce contains fifteen srains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vastly incraased 
medicinal properties, it is fomished at a lower price than any similar 
article of Fortig% or domestic mannfltctnre. As a corrector of acidity, an 
invigorating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
tt Is withool a rival, and has elldted onqualifled approbation. 

PTLEdiBBOTHEB, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. T. 
FOR SALE BY 
^AS. 8. A8PINWAIX, 80 WiUlam St, N. Y. 

SCHIEFFELIN BB0TUEB8 A COTWillUm, cor. BeekmaaSt, N. Y. 
CASWELL. MACK di CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, K. Y., and Newport, B. L 
UEOBM AN di CO. Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, m Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sta., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Yanderbilt Aveqaes, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, cor. Fifth and Chestnut Sts^ Philadelphia. 
H. C. BLAlk, cor. Eighth and Walnut Sta., Philadelphia. 
WYETH dc BBOTH£B,1418 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
And by Drucstste ceneraily. 



Hospital Construction, with Notices 
of Foreign MiUtSry Hoapltala. Bt CHABLEB A. LEE, M.D. 
8vo.;Cloth. PrfeeOOoenta. ^^ 

Bauxibu BsonoM, 410 Broadwiqr, N. Y. 



WADE & FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW TOEK, BELLEVUE; AND CIIT HOSPFTAia^ 

Manofkctnre and Lmport all klnda of 

SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APFLIAN0B8, 

SYRINGES, XTO, 

85 FulUm Hreet, ilTeto York. 

W.ScV. begleave to call the attention of the Faealty to tlia btest aad 
most COMPACT general operating case, which thev hava arranged nnder 
the supervision of Dr. Jamxs R. Wood, a foil desonption of which will b« 
forwarded upon application. Also^ Dr. Ltwn A. Satu^ improved cot- 
door Splint for MoBBua OozAXiua. Direottona for meaaoramenta will b« 
forwarded when requested. 

B^enesB^^AMm R. Wood, M.D., Liwu A. Satu, M.D., iltMaaa 
Smni, M.D., B. F. Baohb, MD^U.S.N. 

PRIOED OA7ALOOUE8 WILL BE 8EKT TO AITF ADDRESS, 

BV Agenta^or Jewett^s Artificial Limba, which ara soparior to all 
others. 

Sole Agents for **■ Ferminlchs Irritation Instrument** Price ISwOO* 




CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S ! 

The CRAIG MICROSCOPE, with naounted ol^ects, con* 

stitates a beautifhl and appropriate HOLIDAY GIFT to old 

or young; combining instruction with amosement; magni- 

fying about 100 diameters or 10,000 times, being the powar 

most frequently required for practical porpoaea, aad yat ao 

almple that a child can uae It It Is mailed, prepaid, for 

$S.85; with beautlfbl mounted ottfecta, |8; with S4 ob- 

Jeota, |R Liberal diaooant to dealers. 

Address, 

HENRY CRAIG, 
886 Broadway, New York. 

The Anatomical Ball and 
Sooket-Jointed Leg^. 

with lateral motion at the ankle, Uka the natnial ona. 

Also: 
THE U.S. ARMY AND NATY LEG. 

The latter la ftimiahed to soldiers bv the U.S. Government wlthoat 
chanm, by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the following 
nhuJa^-^KTBroadway, N. ^ Rocheatar, N. Y., CinclBBatI, O., or K 
Lonla. Mo. 

Address DR. BLY, as above. 

MESSRS. BAILLBERE BROTHERS 

Beg to inform the 

MEDICAL PROFESSION 

And STUDENTS, that having purchased a atoek of the pcblteatlona «f 

MESSRS. BLANCHARD & LEA, LIPPIN(X)1T As 
CO., LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Etc. 

They are prepared to sell all the publicationa of theae Honaea at a rwKW 
UBKKAL DiaoovxT FOB OASH. Pricca Will be givcA on applkattoa aad 
orders are reapectAilly solicited. 




TKEMS O F THE AHgBICAH MEDICA L MMB^ 

Ci^ and Canadian Subscribers, 8Sw90 per annum, payable In advaneau 

Mail Sabacribera, |8 per annum, payable In advance. 

Remittances must accompany an oraer tor the JoumaL 

Hie Publishers will not luud themaelvea reqxwaible for the loaa of 
m<Hieys Inclosed in unregistered letters^ 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the 1st of Jtmmtj aad 
^nly ; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

lliose who desire to have the series complete can be aappUed with tha 
back numbers at the original aubacription price. 

The laat volume, nice^ bound in cloth, may be had at the office, for ft <M 
and free by mall for $S.88; cloth caaea fur binding may be had at the oltt«a 
for 95 centa, and free bv mail for 84 centa. 

%« Tun Mbdioal Tuibs is published every Saturday morning, and \m 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every aectlon of the conntiy. An % 
medium for immediate communication with the medical mofeaaUm of th« 
United Statea, It oflTers unsurpassed foeilltles to those desiring to adrertia* 
Medical Collegea and Schools, late Works, Surgical AppUancea, Inatramenta 
of every kin<!^ Drugs and Medidnea, etc, etc The foUowlns tenna of 
tn;nsient advertlaemenu may be modified by special eontraot for ~ 
nent Insertion: 

W column, or less, each Inaertlcn $1 80 

M**...... *• 180 

w • • 8 80 

r « •* T «• 

A daductlon of 10 par cent la made for 6 iissHlnnii 
** 25****»* 18 •* 

M ^ M U U ^ U 

w 80 ** ** ** M ** 

Communications should be addreaaed *» Office Amerieaa Madlaal 
440 Broadwa/, N. Y.** BAILUBRB BROTHBB8, 
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A TREATISE ON HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY: 

Designed for the use of Students and Practitioners of Medicine, 

By J. C. D ALTON, Jr., M.D. 
Third Edition, revised. 8vo., Cloth. $4.50. 

For sale hj BAiLUXsn BBorana, 440 Broadway, H. Y. 
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440 Broadway, N.T. 



AITKEN, W.— The Science and Practice of Medidne. 2d edition. Beyiaed and Be-writteiL 2 Vols. Sra London, 18«L 
$15.00. 

BAUIlENS, L.— On Military and Camp Hospitals, and the Health of Troops in the Field. 12mo. $1.25. 

BAUER, L. — Lecturea on Orthopoedio Surgery, with numerous illustrations. 8vo. 1864 $1.50. _ 

BENlfETT, J. H.— Clinical Lectures on the Principles and Practice of Medicine.* 2d American, from the laat Edmburgh Edition. 
Sra Slieep. 16.00. 

BUM8TEAD, F. J.— The Pathology and Treatment of Venereal Diseases: including the Results of Recent Investigations npoQ 
the Subject. 8va $4.00. 

CHAVASSE, P. H.— Advice to a Mother on the Management of her Ofispring. 19ma 60 cents. 

CHEW; S.— Lectures on Medical Education, or on the Proper Method of Studying Medicine. 12ma 1864. $1.00. 
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LECTURES ON 

GUKSHOT INJURIES OF THE HEAD. 

Bt frank H. HAMILTON, M.D., 



LEOTDRB ir.— PART L 
Qtmuum — I piopoee U reotpitulate « noBll portion of 
mj last lectiiK, commenciiig with gunshot injunea of the 
hesd. In my general remarks upon gunshot iojuries I 
called jour fttteiition to an occasional accident upon the 
field which had b«en supposed by some of the older sur- 
geona, and bv the soldjere generallj, to be produced by the 
wind of a but. I shall take this occaaion to relate to you 
two case« where the injury waa inflicted upon or near 
the head, and to explain to you, as far as I am able, the 
remlting phenomena. 

After the battle of Blackburn's Ford, on the eighteenth of 
July, 1B61, I saw a man by the name of Wenzel who waa 
lying down slightly inclined to sleep, but not comatose. I 
obaerred that the right side of the bee and both of the 
a[^)er eyehds were reddened. The account which he 
gave of himself waa this : — I was in the front ranks 
when I saw a cannon shot or shell approaching; I imme~ 
dialely dodged to the left, and for a moment I waa unable . 
to see or to bear. When I p^^ i^P f°y head immediately 
dter, I foand that a man behind me had been struck in 
the lower extremities by the same ball." The man to whom 
be referred sufiered double amputation as a consequence. 
This was a very intelligent man ; therefore I interrogated 
him very particularly in regard to the character of the in- 
jury. It was Tery plain that the ball had not hit him ; I 
asked him if he had not buried the bruised side of his face 
in the aand. and he said that he did not, but that he bad 
fitlleR upon the opposite side. The following day I saw 
him agaiu, and found h!m in very much the same con- 
ditioD, exciept that the ude of his face and his upper lids 
were a little more swollen, and there waa a slight mJam- 
matory action of the conjunctiva, and cotering the surface 
of the skin there were email dark-colored petechia. This is 
■U of the history of that case. The man continued to do well 
fiom that time, and finally recovered. One naturally asks 
— What could baTe produced thia result? It is my impres- 
Mon that it was the rough passage of the cap over the side 
of the face which wia struck by the ahoL In the abaenoe 
of any o&er mode of explanation of the injury, I am forced 
to adopt thia. 

I wm cite another inatance. On th^ tame occamon John 
Hays lost his right ear by a cannon shot. I saw him 
Ainfij aftar the injury was in&icted. He, too, was partlr 
eomatoee and inclined to sleep, but waa easily aroused, 
niere was not the slightest abrasion upon the side of his 
&c* ; noUiing but the injury to the ear which was palpable 
to the aensea. It waa very eyident that he had received a 
dMwk ; be was inclined to skep, but not profoundly. The 
(mlr expIanatJon that I could oiler of hia case was, that the 
ball impinged upon the cap, and that the cap protected the 
ikin from abrasion, while at the same time (he force of the 
misRle waa safflciently gt^at to produce a slieht amount of 
concOBsion and tear off his ear. The eifuanation may 
not be Tery satisfactory ; but when you see examples 
in irhicb a cannon ball haa taken away a sword whidihad 
been aecnrety bstened to the side, or knocked a gun out of 
tba hand^ or takan awa^ portions of the clothing or of the 
cap, aod in other cases inflictjng severe injuries t)y cutting 
olf large portions of the body and leaving the rest of the 
mdiTidoal unharmed, you roust certainly arrive at the con- 
ehiyioa that the mere wind of the ball can do no injury. 

In my general r«maikt I dtad an iiil«r«ttia| om* or the 
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passage of a ball over the bodv of a man which had pro^ 
duceda fatal result, and in whicn it waa not apparent tbkt 

it had impinged upon the skull or upon any other part M 
the body. This was the case of a man who was injured « 
Harrison's Landing during the severe bombardment m 
July, 1862, which continuwi incessantly for an hour or _*o. 
The account of the sergeant, who saw the man at the timi 
of the injury, was, that the shot struck the ground in front 
of where the 'man was sitting, and, rebounding, rolled ovSt 
him, and that he fell back dead. Upon examining Ihft 
man afterwards we could not find the slightest iiyuij 
upon his person. Thia was a very queer case, but there U 
every reason to suppoae that the man was struck after alL 
Lar^, round bolls, during their passage through the wr and 
when their force is nearly expended, are revolving upoA 
their own axes, and are, therefore, not so hkely to fear tfl* 
tissues against which they strike. Death, if it occurs, & 
produced by concuseion ; and the falsi result is so instaa- 
taneouB that no extravasation of blood is hkely to result 
"^ '1 ahoold K>tt 






'e than in a dead body if a ci 



Next, I called your attention to 
■calp produced by smaller misules; I 
rifle-ball had wmply impinged upot 

scalp, producing a slight abrasion of t 
accident is usually accompanied by sc 
uon, either to the skull, to the mei 
to the brwn itself, and which, I have 
regard as trivial accidents. Althougl 
seem to have suffered any severe inji 
pate that sooner or later there may b 
the track of the ball, or that there t 
meningitis, or cerebritis, and that 
mately die. And 1 died aa an illi 
this class the case of Colonel Fam 
the command of the Ellsworth Zoua 
Colonel Ellsworth. He received i 
choiacter, which was exceedingly alij 
saw him myself, and examined hin 
that wos visible was a very trivial sc 
token into a hospital in Washington, 
agwn at the expiration of seven or 
then very irritable, and had been 
friends alt thought that his recovery 
or four days after this, if I remembe 
toms became more grave, and he 
the iniuriea wluch his brwn had received 

1 Uien called vour attention to a clsffl of 



and "hes" some distance from the point at which it haa 
entered resting perhaps against the occipito-frootaha ten- 
don, the pericranium or the skull itself, in nearhr all of _ 
whKdi examples you will find the ball very much flattened 
I told Tou also that if you find a hole in the head whii»i 
does not penetrate the skull, tlie ball will generally ha 
found underneath the scalp. JVbl oZwayi, howiwr, for th* 
missile may rebound and escape ; but, as a rule, you wfll 
fijid it aomewhere under the scalp more or less remote 
from its entrance; and I cited two example* to illoatrate- 
this statement. 

Now, these acddents, but alight in appearance, ai» rerj 
apt to be followed by serious results ; first, there Is danger 
lEat you will have necrosis of the outer pSate of Uie skull; 
next, Wiere is danger that the padent wQl suffer from con- 
cussion or from inflammation, which may ulLmately prove 

I remarked to you, alao, that injuries of the skull on d» 
battle-field are by no means as innocent as ipjuriei which 
may at first seem equally grave received mcivil h»; «nd I 
cited to you the example of a man m the horoitaL wha 
received a blow upon the head by the end of a aftok of 
wood. There was a thrombus from which we antjCipaua 
nothing serious, because the missile was an elaaUo body, 
and wookl rebound, and conaeqnently not prodoo* that 
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Bevere concussion of the brain that would be produced by 
a piece of lead — a solid, heavy, unresisting, inelastic body. 
So you are always to look upon these injuries as cases 
demanding attention, and whicn may give rise to serious 
complications in the end. 

Finally I mentioned those accidents in which the ball 
has struck upon the skull and made a slight mden- 
tation ; and upon this point, I believe, I was not fully 
understood. In these accidents you have graver symp- 
toms of concussion ; the concussion is more severe than in 
either of the others that I have named ; there is more to be 
apprehended from the subsequent irritation and inflamma- 
tory action of the brain and its meninges, as well as a 
flpreater likelihood of exfoliation of more or less of the skull. 
These injuries may be produced by a round ball, a conical 
ball, or a fragment of shell ; and I have before me a young 
gentleman who has received an injury of this sort. This 
young man, John Tucker, belonging to that famous regi- 
ment, the 14th Brooklyn, which has been in nearly all me 
engagements in connexion with the Army of the Potomac, 
was wounded at the battle of Gettysburg on the first day 
of July, 1863. He was standing in the front ranks when 
he received a wound from a fragm^ent, which, in all proba- 
bility, exploded from behind, the missile having previously 
passed over his head. He suffered from temporary con- 
cussion, but recovered after a few moments, and walked 
off the field himself. There was considerable destruction 
of the integuments, but no signs of fracture at the time 
visible ; it is not precisely, therefore, the case in pointy but 
sujfficiently near to impress upon you the principle which I 
wish to illustrate. 

After the lapse of several weeks or months, suppura- 
tion having taken place, the bone was discovered to be 
necrosed, and gradually exfoliated a fragment^ separating 
to the extent probably of three and a half inches in 
length by two and a half in breadth. This diagram repre- 
sents the size and shape of the fragment that was re- 
moved. The inflammation which invaded this portion of 
the bone, as a consequence of the concussion, extended 
along the periosteum, and perhaps along the surface of 
the bone for several inches to the opposite side of the 
occipital bone, and there have been several fragments 
exfoliated from this point also. This case is interesting 
in another point of view, showing that the injury, though 
suf&cient to occasion such an extensive destruction of 
the bone, has never given rise to any compression of the 
bridn, paralysis, or convulsions; in short, he has not 
had any grave cerebral symptoms whatever. What I 
wish to state more particularly is, that, if a ball has im- 
pinged upon the skull, and made a slight indentation, 
you have a great deal to anticipate in the mture ; you may 
have compression and paralysis ; you may have convul- 
sions ; you may have inflammation of the brain ; all these 
results are very likely to follow, and yet it is the general 
opinion of army surgeons that you are not to trephine. 
l%iat is the point, gentlemen I 

Many of tne old army surgeons taught that, if a ball 
impinged upon the skull, it was your duty to trephine 
in anticipation of results; and that, if a ball nad produced 
a fracture either with or without depression, it was still 
more imperative. Now, it is this doctrine which we anta- 
gonize in military practice, and which the experience of 
the present day has proved to be incorrect. We never 
make the operation for trephining in anticipation of any 
result; but, on the contrary, we avoid aH surgical inter- 
ference, in the behef that by so doing we give the patient 
the best chance. The head of the patient must be shaved, 
wet cloths applied, quiet enjoined, his bowels kept open, 
and his diet must be simple. The brain has received a 
severe concussion, and when signs of compression are not 
present, it is proper to infer that concussion is the main 
injury : it is not of depressed skull that the patient is now 
BO hsely to die* He is infinitely in more danger trom the 
concoasidb, which is so apt to result in inflammation. 
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During the past six months, from July 1st, 1863, to Jan. 
1st, 1864, ninety-three cases of fever have been received 
and treated in the male fever ward of Bellevue Hospital. 
Of these by far the greater majoritv were cases of typhus, 
there being occasionally a case of typhoid. Out of this 
number eleven have died, or 11.82 per cent. A daily 
record of nearly all the cases has been preserved with con- 
siderable care ; and, as their review presents manj points 
of interest, it may not be uninstructive to consider the 
general principles arrived at by the clinical interrogation of 
&e disease. 

The access, in almost every instance in which it could be 
ascertained with any degree of certainty, was sudden, the 
patient stating that be felt perfectly welT up to a certaia 
period from which it is ususd to date the invasion ; while 
the precursory symptoms, described b^ most authors as the 
prodromata, and consisting of a disinclmation to bodily and 
mental exertion, a feehng of languor and malaise for a period 
ranging fi-om a lew days to a month and even longer, were 
so infrequent that they were regarded as exceptions to the 
rule, ^veral of the patients were so situatea, at the first 
manifestation of the fever, that a mistake in this respect was 
well nigh impossible, they being already inmates of other 
wards m the hospital, and subject to the daily observadoD 
of their medical attendants ; and the fever in all such casei^ 
that occurred in my own service, first announced itself by 
chills, headache, etc. The initiatorv symptoms of whicA 
the patients almost invariably complained, were chills and 
headache. When questioned as to the origin of their sick- 
ness, some would answer, " I felt cold all over f some, " I 
caught cold;" while others would say, "I got an awful 
trembling iCnd shaking ;" this sensation of cold, firom slight 
chilliness to distinct rigors, was of short duration, and 
generally preceded the headache, which also assumed every 
gradation of severity at its onset; but, happily, did not 
continue so for a longer time than one or two dajrs, giving 
place at the end of that time to a feeling of dizziness and 
uneasiness— especially when the patient occupied the sitting 
posture ; but. when in the recumbent, no inconvenience 
was ordinarily felt from cerebral svmptoms. 

Either accompanying, or quickly following the cbUI and 
headache, were pains in the back and extremities, accelera- 
tion of the pulse, furred tongue, anorexia, thirst, constipa- 
tion, mental stupor, and almost always loss of stren^ ; 
then the eruption by the fifth or sixth day; and if the patient 
is to recover, convalescence takes place in about a week 
after. 

The headache, however, does not always subside in the 
manner described, but occasionally becomes more and more 
aggravating, sucn patients being almost always very- 
anxious, and frequently asking whether they are expected 
to die or not My experience has taught me to dread these 
cases ; for, from this morbid anxiety, they are apt to pass 
into an active delirium, requiring force to keep them 
in bed, refusing to take their food and stimulants : and in 
this condition they soon succumb, either from asthenia or 
in a comatose condition. I greatly prefer to have my 
patient go into typhus fever, dull, stupid, and indifferent, 
than to nave him anxious and deeply concerned as to the 
issue of his case. 

The pulse is generally accelerated in proportion to the 
gravity of the disease ; so that, as long as it remains below a 
hundred beats in the minute, you will feel no immediate 
anxiety. Indeed, a pulse at from 100 to 112 is a good fever 
pulse, and, unless the other symptoms are out of proportion 
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to ibis, you may treat the case with the most encouraging 
prospetls; but when the pulse rises above 112, the patient 
must be watched very carefully ; it was almost an every- 
day occurrence to find some patients in the ward who had 
arrived at the acme of the disease, with a pulse firom 120 to 
130, and then pass into convalescence; but^ always, a 
patient with over 120 cardiac impulses per minute, was an 
object of much solicitude. The most frequent pulse noted 
in any case which recovered was 140 per minute, while 
many recovered from a pulse of 136. The rule above stated, 
that the frequency of the pulse denotes the severity of Uie 
disease, is W no means invariable, for it sometimes happens 
that you wOl find a slow pulse throughout the disease, while 
the other symptoms are of the gravest character, such as a 
dark; dry, and fissured tongue, sordes on the teeth and 
gums, subsultus tendinum, great stupor, eta This^ or any 
other incongruity in the symptonos. is usually regarded as 
inauspicious ; notwithstandmg whicn, three of our ninety- 
three cases had this pulse anomaly and recovered. 

There are other characters of the pulse which deserve 
attention, such as the irregular and intermitting. When a 
patient, starting out with a regular pulse, is overtaken with 
either of these varieties, the general rule is that he will die : 
for, associated with this irregularity of the hearths action, will 
be symptoms of the most serious nature, which soon preci- 
pitate uie fatal issue. But, in our service, we had two cases 
ID both of which an irregular and intermitting pulse was 
present for several days, and this symptom followed by 
convale^icence. In one fatal case the piuse was bisferiens, 
the undulations being distinctly recognisable the moment 
the artery was felt In nearly every case of severity, and 
especiallY when prostration was a prominent feature, the 
first sound of the heart was diminished in intensity, and 
sometimes very indistinctly audible. 

After the pulse, the next most important and uniformly 
available guide in the case, is the condition of the tongue. 
At the commencement it is more or less furred, but moist ; 
as the disease becomes more developed the tongue becomes 
less and less moist, until at length, according to the gravity 
of the case, it will have passed tnrough the successive grada- 
tions of dry, dry and brown, very dry and dark, fissured, 
and bleeding. In the latter condition it is with difficulty 
protruded, uie patient making several efforts before he is 
able to command the organ, and then it often is but partially 
thrust out with a tremulous motion, and now the same 
difficulty is experienced in withdrawing it. The appearance 
c^the tongue, which is so usefiil to indicate the advance of 
the disease, may be as valuable in marking its recession ; for, 
when after it has been dry and brown for any length of 
time, the edges begin to moisten, you may accept this as one 
of the most trustworthy harbingers of convalescence. 

Constipation is the rule in typhus, though many of our 
patients nad looseness of the bowels, but never any tym- 
panitis; and it was often a question whether this moderate 
diarrhoea was spontaneous or the efiect of the beef tea, 
which is well known to produce a laxative effect upon the 
bowels. 

From Uie beginning the nervous system appears to be 
unstrung, or in a state of partial collapse, as mdicated by 
the concomitant mental inactivity and muscular prostration, 
which advance together with the disease, and retract in the 
tame order when the fever is broken and convalescence is 
established ; all the special senses are liable to become per- 
verted and benumbed, and more or less aberration of the 
mind exhibits itself generally in a delirium of a low grade 
of activity, the patient fancying himself engaged in his 
accostomea avocations, in conversation with his friends, or, 
as often happens, will talk incoherently. Moreover, the 
delirium is characterized by a peculiar sobriety or melan- 
choly, so that it is exceedingly rare to see the patient smile 
during the graver periods of the disease ; and when we are 
able to excite a smile, it is hailed with delight as one of the 
valuable precursors of approaching recovery. In one of our 
ninety- three cases, a patient, naturally reserved and taciturn 
when in health, was affected throughout the disease with a 



joking diathesis. He would not only say comical things 
spontaneously, but would hit upon clinical questions asked 
him by his physician, as the occasion for some of his 
witticisms. 

The muscular prostration is indicated by the decubitus of 
the patient, which is pretty generally dorsal, so that you 
will,on approaching the bedside of a newly admitted patient, 
be tolerably safe in concluding him comfortably sick shoula 
you observe him lying upon his side. 

The eruption, as a rule, made its appearance within the 
first week after the commencement of the headache. chiUs, 
etc. ; in two cases, transferred from a general medicm ward, 
it appeared respectively in three and a half, and four and a 
half days ; it was the most copious upon the abdomen and 
upper part of the thighs, but spread from these parts with 
varying degrees of extent; so that, in no inconsiderable 
number of cases, the entire surface of the body— the hands 
and face excepted — was completely maculated with the 
pecuhar maho^emy non-disappearing eruption^ 

In one case a patient was affected witn a double parotid 
swelling, appearing first in the left gland, producing in one 
night a hard, brawny tumor, which was tense and shining ; 
and in two days the other side was similarly affected, so 
that now the patient presented a most hideous aspect. The 
parts were poulticed to facilitate the expected suppuration ; 
but, contrary to the rule, the swelling on both sides gradu-, 
ally subsided, and resolution was completed within a week 
after the appearance of the first swelling. During the. 
summer of 1862 I saw in the General Hospital Army of 
the Mississippi, near Corinth, about one hundreo and nfty 
cases of typho-malarial fever, and the parotid abscess 
occurred in about ten per cent of these patients^ and was 
double in about five per cent * they almost invanably sup- 
purated if the patient lived long enough, for they were 
regarded as a ver^ grave complication, and indicative of an 
un£etvorable termination. Those patients who recovered 
from fever with parotid abscesses were very slow in regain- 
ing strength, and the discharge from the gland was kept up 
for a long time. In one only of the ninety-three cases did 
any secondary abscesses form during convalescence, and this 

Eatient was a man of good constitution and habits. As he 
egan to improve, two abscesses developed themselves, one 
in the posterior fissure of the nates, and the other in the 
upper and inner aspect of the thigh ; they discharged and 
healed without difficulty. 

But by far the most interesting thing noticed in con- 
nexion with these ninety-three cases, was the presence of 
albumen and casts in the urine. During the earlier part of 
my service in the fever ward, I was induced to examine the 
unne of some patients who were then very sick, and was 
not greatly surprised to find that in many of these cases 
albumen was present in qu^tlties v&rying from a slight 
trace to absolute solidification ; for this observation had been 
made before — that is, every now and then a patient would 
be found sick of fever whose renal excretion gave evidence 
of the presence of albumen ; and this albuminuria was sup- 
posed to render the prognosis exceedingly grave. Owing 
to the developments made by these early investigations, I 
continued to test the urine of my graver cases from time to 
time, and from the very frequent occurrence of albumen, be- 
gan to think that it deserved more attention as a symptom 
or complication than had usually been accredited to it, and 
accordingly resolved to study its natural history as asso- 
ciated with typhus fever. Thereupon a specimen of the 
urine of each patient was tested daily with heat and nitric 
acid, from the date of his admission till death, or an advanced 
convalescence resulted ; and, from a steady pursuance of this 
practice to the end of my fever service, I am enabled to state 
that the urine of nearly every severe case contained albumen 
for a longer or shorter period, corresponding to the acme of 
the disease. And by a severe case is meant, when the pulse 
rises to 120 beats per minute, with dark dry tongue, sub- 
sultus tendinum. etc. The albumen would commonly mani- 
fest itself as follows : while the disease was in its incipient 
I stages, and yet advancing, its presence was exceedingly 
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rare ; if the attack proved a mild one. and the pulse remained 
befow 112, no albumen would be found throughout the 
disease; but when the pulse became as rapid as above 
lifientionedf 120 per minute, with symptoms of correspond- 
ing gravity, albumen would begin to appear in small quan- 
liues at nrst, increasing part pcusu with the disease, and 
diminishing as soon as the crisis was passed ; so that, when 
convalescence was fairly established, the albumen would 
entirely disappear, and never in any case was found again 
while the patient remained in the hospital. Nearly every 
fatal case had albumen in the urine after the symptoms 
became alarming ; but casts were also discovered in this 
albuminous urine. Hitherto the presence of casts in the 
prine of a person sick of fever, sealed the prognosis and 
Roomed the patient, as he was supposed to be laboring under 
spme of the incurable organic lesions known under the head 
of Bright's disease. Doubtless the vast majority of those 
affected with antecedent and confirmed Bright*s disease 
wotdd succumb to an attack of typhus-fever j but that alL 
or a large proportion of those sick of typhus, in whose renal 
excretion casts are found, will die of the attack, is a propo- 
rtion too comprehensive and too thoroughly disproved to be 
ac;aip credited. In our cases the appearance, continuance, 
abd final disappearance of the casts seemed to be govemea 
by about the same laws which regulated the albumen in 
these respects, with this exception : uiat tibe albumen almost 
constantly preceded the casts by a day or two, and the casts 
in turn would be found, by prolonged examination, for a few 
days after the disappearance of the albumen. 

The casts were or the granular variety, of large size, and 
were found in every case that died, and in all such severe 
cases as contained albumen beyond a mere trace ; and these 
casts entirely disappeared as me patient began to recover, 
and in no case were known to reappear, although the urine 
was patiently examined with the microscope for weeks 
a|\er in many cases, and in all, till health was so thoroughly 
re>established as to demand the discharge of the patient 
" These facts^ in relation to albumen and casta in typhus 
^ver, are entirely novel to me, as I am unable to find any 
pul^lished account of either, occurring so frequently as abov^ 
described. That these patients had organic disease of the 
Iddney before the attack of fever was morally impossible, 
f6r in no case were casts and albumen present during the 
earlier stages of the disease, and in none could the history 
01 previous Bright^s disease be traced ; moreover, the well 
developed muscular system, the thicKened cuticle of the 
hand, and the bronzed hue of the face^ presented by many, 
unnlistakably evidenced a degree of yiffor and physical en- 
durance thoroughly incompatible wiu the existence of 
Bright's disease ; add to this the recovery and subsequent 
g[ood health of the patient, and the evidence is demonstra- 

In the present state of our knowledge of renal pathology, 
albumen and casts are supposed to indicate structural changes 
in the kidney. Why may not typhus fever produce an 
acute Bright's disease as well as scarlatina ? wny may not 
a condition, analogous to that described bv Dr. Johnson as 
acute desquamative nephritis, obtain in this disease ? Dr. 
Johnson supposes that tne causation of the lesions sustained 
by the kidneys during and after scarlet-fever, exists in the 
extra labor of eliminating the materies morbi whidi they 
are called upon to perform vicariously for the skin when its 
excretory functions are impaired. 

In the critical stages of typhus^ the stru^ling system is 
•eeking to rid itself of the fever poison, and all the excretory 
organs are probably brought into requisition ; but now the 
bowels are slow, the skin either hot and dry, or sluggish 
and atonic j at best its functions are partially suspended ] in 
diis condition the kidney is caDed upon, as in scarlet fever. 
to relieve the oppre%ed organism, and, in its benevolent 
exertions at exorcising this subtle typhus agent, becomes 
itself diseased, as shown by the casts and albumen in its 
excretion. 

The treatment of most of these cases was novel in this 
bospHal, so £Eur at r^teato the medi<miltl part ofit ; butbefbre 



entering upon this, we will say a few words in relation to 
the general treatment. Free ventilation was insisted upon 
as the sine qud non. together with perfect cleanliness of the 
body and bed-clotnes; next food, at once nutritious and 
easy of digestion, such as eggs, milk, and beef-tea — which 
were the only articles upon which we depended — and of 
these, eggs and milk are by far the more reliable in cases 
requiring much support by alimentation ; the eggs were 
found to agi'ee best with the taste and stomach, when their 
albumen was slightly coagulated by boiling, and the milk 
was generally given wit£ whiskey. Stimulants were ad- 
mini^red in ooses graduated to the severity of the case ; 
many patients required but very little, and a few not any 
at all, while others took whiskey in large quantities: 
twenty-four ounces per diem was not an unusual allow- 
ance. The largest quality given daily to any patient that 
recovered was thirty-six ounces ; in short, alimentation and 
stimulation constituted the whde treatment aside from the 
special medication to which allusion has already been made. 
And this consisted in the employment of the acid plan so 
much advocated by Dr. Chambers of London. Dr. Chambers 
gives dilute muriatic acid with the idea of combating Uie 
" sub-acidity " of the blood, which is caused by the great 
increase of the destructive metamorphosis of the tissues, 
ffiving rise (according to Dr. Richardson) to a condition or 
" super-alkahnity *' of the blood. Of this treatment Dr. 
Chambers says : " The draught is usually approved of even 
for Its taste, but is still more approved of even for its bene- 
ficial eflfects. I have now used it in every case of law fever 
for four years, and have not lost one of those patients who 
have taken it for thirty-six hours.'' Although unable to 
report such absolute success as this, still we are forced to 
the conclusion that the mortality among our fever patients 
wais very materially diminished by the exhibition of the acid 
after the manner proposed by Dr Chambers, except thaty 
instead of muriatic, we gave sulphuric acid. Our prescrip- 
tion was as follows : B. Acid, suipb. dil. 3 xi. ; syr. aurantii, 
aquss aa Jviij.; mix a tablespoonful every two hours. 
The patients relished the mixture ; and, in order to arrive at 
a proximate appreciation of its therapeutical agency, the fol- 
lowing facts have been collated. It is proper to state, before 
proceeding further, that all of the cases which we admit 
into the following account are those which remain after the 
elimination of all such as died within forty-eight hours after 
admission (for which we are not responsible), together with 
those immediately transferred to other wards, the diagnosis 
of fever being disproved. After such elimination, there were 
treated in the male fever-ward, from January 1st to July 
1st, 1863, seventy cases of fever, fourteen of whom died, or 
twenty per cent: none of these patients had any acid, out 
were treated in tne usual way by food and stimulants. 

From July 1st, 1863, to January 1st, 1864, there were 
treated in the same ward ninety-three cases of fever ; of 
these eleven died, or 11.82 per cent Fifteen of these ninety- 
three cases occurring during the month of July, were treated 
in the same manner as the seventy patients already men- 
tioned. Three cases out of these nfteen died, or twenty 
per cent., being the same ratio of mortality as occurred in 
the seventy patients. The remaining seventy-eight patients 
took, in addition, to the food and stimulants, the sulphurio 
acid as above prescribed, and of this number but eight died, 
or 10.25 per cent 

Now, the type of the fifteen cases which were treated 
during the monUi of July, was in no req)ect different from 
that which obtained in the seventy-eight cases immediately 
preceding ; and, with the exception of the acid, the treat- 
ment was precisely the same in both ; the nursing being 
attended to by the same Orderly, whose efficient and in- 
telligent exertions will be gratefully remembered by many 
patients. 

The seventy cases occurring during the six months pre- 
ceding July, 1863. although not seen by us, were, accord- 
ing to reliable autnorinr, f3>out the same in character as the 
ninety-three which followed; they were certainly no 
grayer. 
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Here^ then, is an aggr«gate of one hundred aad sixty- 
three catee: eight j-five Mnt treated with food and sti- 
■iiilanta without any acid, witn a lom of twenty per cent, 
and the remamiiig twenty-eight with food and stimulus, 
but with the addition of about nineteen minims of dilute 
sulphuric add every two hoursL with a mortality of 10.25 
per cent, being a difference of 9.75 per cent After what 
nas already been said of the type and treatment of these 
one hundred and sixty-three cases, we will leave the 
reader with the facts to make his own deductions as to the 
relative eflficiency of the two methods of treatment 

In conclusion, we will make a few rettarks upon the 
eontagiousness of typhus fever, and the effects of fever 
among medical men. It is well known to the readers of 
tiie Amkrioaii Mcdioal Times, that Dr. A. Loomis was 
appointed by the New York Academy of Medicine, as a 
committee to investigate the ori^n of the present epi- 
demic of typhus fever in New York dty ; and that he 
reported his success in tracing it to a httle girl in Mul- 
berry street, recently landed fix)m an emigrant vessel, sick 
of typhus fever ; and that it was communicated fh>m her 
to other families within the same tenement, and from 
this house to others adjacent; and from tms vicinity 
was transported to various parts of the dty ; thus con- 
finning the doctrine held among us, that typhus fbver 
is never indigenous in this countrjf ; never springs up de 
novo, but always, when occurring here, is snipped fh>m 
some foreign, usually British port Were other evi- 
dences needed of the contagious nature of typhus, they 
niigfat be furnished in the fact, that often withm this hos- 

S'bil we have not only several members of the same 
nily sick of fever, but trustworthy accounts of its having 
been given to them by some friend, sick of fever, who 
eame to their house to stay during nis illness; and since 
the f^ver has prevailed to any considerable extent, and the 
fever wards of Bellevue Hospital have been filled with 
patients, the building has become a propagator of the poi- 
•OD, so that within one year nearly one hundred cases of 
fever have originated within the hospital. 

Within the past year ten members of the resident hos- 
pital staff have had fever, and of these five have died, or fifty 
per cent ; beddes these, another medical gendemen whose 
ooties required his daily attendance at the hospital for 
•ereral hours, also contracted the disease and died; so that 
the mortality amon^ medical men has been fetffbl, which 
corresponds to previous experience. 
BsuBVua BntmjAt Jul SI, 1861 
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It baa been my practice during the present war to record 
A few notes or hmts on each branch of the medical service, 
M I saw it in my own experience ; and in accordance with 
tfats habit^ I proceed to say a few words on the important 
dstiep of an " iSxamining Surgeon for Volunteer Recruits." 
'Without this examination, according to'Uie regulations, no 
private soldier or non-commissioned ofScer can enter the 
anny of the United States. The surgeon's signature is 
fBomBj considered of sufficient authority to ^ pass ** a man 
mto the service ; yet the '* regulations call for the pre- 
MDce of the mustering officer at this examination, and I 
liave been in the habit of insisting upon having a commis- 
iioBed officer always present on the occasion. There is a 
strong disposition, while holding the surgeon responsible 
fer aU errors and mistakes, to leave the matter entirely 
ia hk hands. This should not be. For ^e protection 
of the service and of the surgeon, the regulations should 
be rigidly complied vrith. 
There are two conditiona under which a surgeon may be 



called upon to examine men for the serviice. The ffrst is 
that in which (whether associated with bounties or not) 
men offer themselves, or are offered as volunteers. ' 

Secondly, He examines men who are drafted, and decider 
whether ttiej are qualified, physfcaBy, intellectoany, and 
moraUy. or not, to perform the duties of private soMiera. 
In the nrst case, at the present time, when the bounties 
fit>m different sources are so lar^, it is deddedly to thd 
interest of the volunteer, or of his JHenda^ that he should 
pass the inspection of the surgeon. In the second case no 
bounties are offered nor received, and a certain percentage 
of persons fix)m all classes of society, provided t^ey 
pass this inspection, are liable to be sent to the army to 
perform mihtary duty. 

The wishes and interests of this class are frequently 
opposed to the wishes of the Gk>vemment, and every im- 
pediment will be thrown in the way of the surgeon to pre^ 
vent his verdict in favor of their soundness ; the Surgeon 
consequently has to guard himself against imposition in th^ 
way of feinied diseases. Of this piart of his duty I duA 
not speak further on the present occasion. In reference to 
his duties with the first cu«s, the fiiends of the recruit, <ift 
the recruit himself vrill, in order to secure &e bounty, 
attempt to impose upon the surgeon in various ways, 
one of the most common of which is, pretending to be 
younger than he is. To do this it is not uncommon to 
have nis hair, whiskers, and mustaches dyed : to wear arti- 
ficial teeUi, an artificial eye ; to conceal a hart or lameness, 
by walking upright, and to exhibit a flexibility and mobi- 
lity of his limbs generally^ which are forced and unnatural. 
The assistance of alcohol is often invoked to carry out the 
deception. On the other hand, boys who are eviaently not 
more than fourteen or fifteen years of age, will affirm that 
they are eighteen or nineteen. I have known boys to be 
drmed in men's clothes to make them appear older. 
Strong efforte sometimes are made to conceal a partial 
paralysis of an arm, a leg, or both. When a candidate is 
excessively modest, and objects pertinaciously to the ex- 
posure of his person, I have learned to Bu^>ect the pre* 
sence of a hernia^ a hydrocele, or some other afiection in the 
region of the genital organs. Even varicose and other chronic 
ulcers of the legs are found concealed by the clothing. 
Some of them trf to hide their defects by rapid motions m 
Uieir limbs or body, in this way deceiving the eye of the 
surgeon. The repeated assertion before an examination, 
either by the man himself or his friends, that he is perfecUr 
" sound,'' should always be taken *' cum srano salk." A 
blind eye will sometimes be dexterously shaded by a lock 
of hair, and many other defecte may be thrown mto the 
shade by a dexterous position of the body. 

MODI ov xxAiinmra- ▲ bxobuit. 

1st Have him entirely undressed, leaving not a particle 
of clothing on bis person ; let him stand b^re, ana facing 
the surgeon, at a distance of from three to five feet, wi^ 
the light shining upon his face and the front part of his 
body. Let him stretdi both hands and arms out before 
him, opening and shutting his hands to their fullest extent : 
Uien let him flex his fore-arms upon his arms, and extend 
them again ; then let him raise his hands and arms over 
his head, striking the backs or palms together. Let him 
grin, and open his mouth to show his teeth. Let him cough 
repeatedly and strongly, while the surgeon carefully exa- 
mines the ingnuinal regions. Let him bend his legs upon his 
thighs, one luter the other ; let him then turn his back to 
the surffeon, bendinc^ his head and body downwards^ till 
his hands touch the floor ; let him then stand up, and walk 
off some fifteen or twenty feet Turning his face to the 
surgeon again, and standing still, the surgeon presents to 
his eye a playing card, and asks him to tell at that distance 
the number of spote on the cnrd ; if he answers correctly, 
the attending officer then covers the left eye of the recruit^ 
while the suigeon changes the card, and asks the same 
question as before ; a handbill or other paper containing let- 
ters Af differentaiias will answeribe dM^ potpoee of teit- 
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ing the sight and ability to read. Occasionally various 
gymnastic exercises, as running, iumping, or going through 
the manual with the musket, wiU be necessary, to deter- 
mine the strength and agility of the man. 

DI8EA8I8 MET WITH IN A REORUITINa OFFICE. 

Those of the eye, which we have met with, are, corneal opa- 
city, corneal specks, contracted pupil, cataract, amaurosis, ir- 
reRolar pupU, strabismus, collapse of the eye, total loss of the 
baU, and excessive myopia. It is necessary always that the 
right eye be a good one. Deafness, with chronic discharges 
from both ears ; loss of teeth, particularly in the upper jaw ; 
torticollis, curvature of the spine, with consequent mallbr- 
mation of the chest, with or without tuberculosis; ab- 
dominal dropsy ; consumption, and diseases of the heart ; 
stilliddium urinae ; all forms of inguinal and scrotal hemias: 
one case of undescended testicle, varicocele, hydrocele, ana 
sarcocele ; haemorrhoids, and prolapsus ani ; varices of the 
thighs and legs ; chronic ulcers of the latter, of all varieties, 
specific and other; sub-luxation of the shoulder-joint; par- 
tial anchylosis of the elbow-joints ; luxations of the upper 
end of the radius. The loss of one or more fingers, also of 
the thumb ; femoral fistula not involving the joints ; sdflf- 
ness and anchylosis of the knee-joints; do. do. of the ankle- 
joints; elephantiasis of the thigh; loss of all the toes of 
both feet by frost : bunions, over-lappings, and other de- 
formities of the toes. 

The condition of the mental and moral faculties is some- 
times difficult to determine. The great prevalence of alco- 
holic inebriation, with its stupifying effects, makes it pjecu- 
liarly so. The minimum height to which the recruiting 
officer is restricted by ^e ^gulafcions in his selection of 
men for the service, is five feet Uiree inches, but we some- 
times find persons who are otherwise strong and vigorous 
who do not come up even to this standard. The requisi- 
tion, " competent knowledge of the English language," 
must be rendered by a free translation, in many cases 
where the German, French, or any foreign language is the 
only one spoken by a recruit. According to the Regu- 
lations, sd] recruits are subject, after leaving the rendezvous 
and before final acceptance, to a second examination. This 
is doubtless for the pur^se of correcting any mistakes 
which may have been made by the recruitine officers. Suf- 
ficient time is thus allowed to intervene for the exposure of 
deceptions, and for the development and more perfect ob- 
servation of concealed diseases. As this is a regular pro- 
cedure, to meet these unavoidable difficulties, no special 
blaine should fall upon the recniiting officers, when these 
unintentional accidents are thus exposed and corrected. It 
is only when the number and character of the cases present 
indubitable evidence of carelessness or neglect on the part 
of these officers, that anything like punishment should be 
inflicted upon them. They are supposed to be loyal men 
and gentlemen, have taken the oath to support the Gov- 
ernment, and are not interested in sending worthless men 
to defend it I will close my remarks on this subject, by 
recommending my fellow officers to follow strictly the Re- 
gulations, and the various "orders" from head-quarters. 
And whenever a difficult or doubtful case occurs, to call in 
the aid of other officers, and in (iR cases decide for the in- 
terest of the Government. 

I may mention, in passing, that some of the finest physi- 
cal forms that I have examined, have been those of the 
n^oes. They are, moreover, less afflicted with hernia and 
several other diseases than are the whites. They appear to 
be almost free from scabies and other afiectious of the skin, 
80 common among the white brethren. These facts have 
reference only to the pure black, and not to the mulatto. 

At the suggestion of Surgeon-General Hammond, the 
question was a^tated" in Ck>ngress to restrict the period of 
enlistment to the ages of 20 to 45. The practice at pre- 
sent, however, substitutes' the 18th for the 20th year ; 
aud the recruiting officer is daily importuned by boys of 
sixteen and seventeen, to be admitted to the Army on the 
assertion, and even oatn, that they are eighteen years of age. 



EPILEPSY OF THE RETINA, 

AST) ITS CONNEXION WITH GLAUCOMA 

By JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D. 

{Continued from poffe 75.) 

The circumstance of the absence of intra-ocular pressure, as 
stated bv Dr. G., does not speak against such a supposition 
as Cocaus* (and also cases of my own) strongly argue 
against the invariable existence of intra-ocular pressure in 
some cases of simple glaucoma^ and as, besides, the palpation 
of the bulb as hitherto practised, is so imperfect a means 
of physical diagnosis, that its results cannot be considered 
as very reliable, and certainly not as infallible. 

It was my intention to give in the above, some cases 
which seem to me analogous as to their pathogenenesia, 
and which seem to justify my attempt to combine epilepsy 
and glaucoma as kindred diseases, produced by identical, or 
kindred nervous influences. These influences seem to be 
the catuaproxima of an irritation of the vaso-motory nerves, 

{)roducing contraction of the vessels of the brain in epi- 
epsy, contraction of the vessels of the optic nerve in glau- 
coma. Epilepsy might be called the glaucoma of the brain, 
glaucoma the epilepsy of the retina. 

If we consider the comparative emptiness of the retinal 
vessels as the consequence of nervous irritation, and as the 
cause of the defect of vision, which may also be produced 
by mechanical pressure on the eyeball ; if we suppose that 
in glaucoma simplex, the defect of vision disappears as soon 
as the temporary nervous irritation of the vaso-motory 
nerves ceases, in the same way as vision returns as soon as 
the pressing fineer is removed from the normal eye sub- 
jected to me &0Ye quoted experiment of Bonders and 
Moll ; if we regard the increase of intra-ocular pressure in 
inflammatory ^aucoma as the consequence of an increased 
secretion of the humors of the eye, produced by the rela- 
tive vacuum in the vessels, in the same way as we produce 
such a partial vacuum for therapeutical purposes by the 
artificial teeth, I believe we have satisfactory combination 
of the hitherto recondite links of that chain of symptoms 
which has been called glaucoma. 

Furthermore, it seems certain that the more rapid and the 
more considerable the contraction of the vessels are. the 
more violent must be the secretory functions oi the 
secretory membranes. The choroid and ciliary body re- 
spond bv a slight increase of secretion to a slight decrease 
of the blood in the retinal vessels, while, if the decrease of 
blood in the latter is considerable (which is identical with 
a powerful irritation), and if the contraction produced by 
the irritation is lasting, a resorption of the hypersecretion 
and osmotic exchange becomes more and more difficult or , 
impossible. Then the symptoms of inflammation and high 
intra-ocular pressure set m, giving to the disease the character 
of inflammatory glaucoma. I am well aware that some of 
the opinions which I put before my readers may soon prove 
untenable, and that many conclusions may not be true. 
. On the other hand I think that others may know better 
than myself to derive truth from various points which serve 
as the .base of my arguments. I did not wish to delay the 
publication of tliis article, because it cannot fail to remind 
many physicians of cases, like those quoted, and my own, 
of epilepsy of the retina, and to eHcit the record of (heir 
observations. I am of the opinion that the disoovery of 
the cause of contraction of me blood-vessels in epilepsy 
will be identical with the discovery of the first cause of 
glaucoma, and vice-versa. 

Finally, I solicit for my remarks the attention of both 
physicians and ophthalmologists, and crave their indulgence 
if scientific zeal should have carried me too far into barren 
fields of speculation. 

* 8e« ArehtTM ofOpbtluImolopj, Vol. IZ Part I. poceS. Tbe worfu 
of CoccIu8 are : ^Tbo tension which iindoiibte<lIv ojcists In manj ea«M of 
•imple kIm>«odm iein othsr9 to tiights itartlcnlanj In the oommenoement 
of tbediw«M« that U hat not tujfflcod iooaUtfy mo thatUnoton •• tho^m- 
damonial oymptom in glaiueoma oimploB\ as Jkmdoro thinko^^ 
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REPORT OF A CASE OF DIPHTjetERIA. 

AUTOPSY. 

By p. a GARVIN, Asbt.-Suko. 40th Mabs. 

Pkitatb W R , Co. F, 40th MaasachnsetU Vols., 

was admitted to Hospital December .31, 1863. He had 
}ii|:h fever, foetid breath; tongue coated with yellowish 
thick fur; great swelling of tonsils, with ash-colored 
pat^es upon each. 

The patient was very much alarmed, several deaths hav- 
ing occurred in the regiment from diphtheria. His throat 
was ^nged with ai|». nit. BiL, aq. Ji., and the following 
prescription was admmistered : — R. Quinise 3 i., Op. caps., 
&&. gr. vi. M. Ft. pulv. in ch. vi. div. S. One every four 
hours. This treatment was continued with apparent bene- 
fit to the patient until January 4, when he was found to 
have nM>re fever, was more stupid, and in reply to the 
question : "How do jou feel? answered, "I m better," 
immediately relapsine mto sleep. In addition to the above 
treatment, mi^. sulpb. 3 ii* was administered every four 
hours, to relieve constipation ; increasing foetor of breath 
was corrected by garg. potass, chl. Jan. 5. —The disease 
assumed a typhoid cnaracter, and the patient had a low, 
V mvttering delirium. The throat appeared dusky upon the 
iaside, and a livid hue extended over the countenance. The 
patient declared himself better, had considerable coma, but 
was easily reused. During the afternoon there was rapid 
increase of lividity ; pulse 120 to 130, with great increase of 
mucus in the throat He was unable to expectorate at 
six P.M., and died an hour later. 

AtUop&y was performed by Surgeons Smith and Garvin 
at ten am* of the sixth. Rigor mortis well marked ; there 
were recent adhesions upon the left side ; grey hepatiza- 
tion ; a dark mottled appearance of the lungs ; and at the 
base of the right lobe were black patches, also one upon 
the anterior edge of the middle lobe. A false membrane 
(thin and a^di-colored) commenced high up in the trachea, 
and increasing in thickness as it descended, completely 
fiDed the right bronchus, rendering that lung entirely use- 
less; here the exudation was mingled with matter of a 
muco-purulent character, which with forceps could be 
drawn out in long shreds. In the left bronchus the mem- 
brane was firmer, being of the thickness of filtering paper, 
mod, when removed, retained to some degree the tubular 
form; the trachea was intensely inflamed; the heart nor- 
mal 



Cold Applications to the Throat. — ^To prove that this 
practice is not new, the Editor of the Canada Lancet 
quotes from the literature of the subject as far back as 
Mason Good, where we learn that as long ago as 1822 
croup was treated with cold implications. The same has 
been recommended bv various writers at difierent periods 
to the present time. The editor says that his own experience 
in the use of cold applications to the throat for croup is 
decidedly favorable; in no instance have they failed to 
produce a mariced good effect on the breathing. He now 
oonatantly orders pieces of ice to be held in the mouth, and 
the cold water to be swallowed in all inflammatory affec- 
tions of the throat 

The same number of the Lancet contains a letter from 
M. M. Taylor, Surgeon U.S.V., to Prof N. P. Davis, of 
Chicago, in which the writer states that for the last four or 
five years his practice has been to apply ice to the throat 
externally in the treatment of inflammatory and spasmodic 
croup, diphtheria, tonsillitis, laryngitis, oedema of the glot- 
tis, and, indeed, all inflammatory affections of the throat 
not connected with the eruptive fevers. It exerts a power- 
ful sedative effect, both general and local, and though it 
may not arrest^ it always modifies the morbid action. He 



says : " My mode of application has been to secure a piece 
of ice, the size of a hen's egg, so shaped as to adapt itself 
to the form of the neck, upon each side of the larynx, or as 
near the seat of inflammation as practicable; and for ton* 
sillitis, immediately to the sub-maxillary region, npoa one 
or both sides, as the case might require. I nave generally 
adjusted the ice by enveloping it in a single t^claiess of 
oiled silk, so that it could not slip from its proper place, 
then, placing it saddlewise over the larynx, I next enve- 
lop the whole neck with several tiiicknesses of flannel, 
with the view of preventing the temperature of the sur- 
rounding air from contributing to any extent in dissolving 
it. When the ice seems to be no longer required, the 
moderate application of cold water will prevent too great 
reaction, and the lighting up anew of the morbid action." 
This treatment is not solely relied upon to the exclusion of 
other remedies, but is considered a valuable auxiliary to 
such other medication as the circumstances of any particu- 
lar case seem to demand." 
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DuRiHO the past week an instance of the poisoning of a 
whole &mily, and the death of one member caused by 
eating a ham, was reported in the city papers. The case 
was investigated by Dr. Schnetier, who found the ham 
full of the "trichina spiralis," and did not hesitate to attri- 
bute the poisoning to this parasite. 

Considerable attention has recenUy been attracted to 
the hal^its of the trichina spiralis, and the diseases arising 
from its diffusion in the human system. The trichinss have 
long been known to exist in the muscles of hogs, coiled in 
a spiral form, and inclosed in chalky capsules. In 1836 
Prof. Owbn first distinguished them in the human body. 
The iq>eckled condition of human muscle previously no- 
ticed, was found to be due to "white specks in the 
muscles, and seem to be cysts of an eUiptical figure, 
with the extremities in general alternated, elongated, or 
more opaque than the body (or intermediate part) of the 
cyst, which is in general sufficiently transparent to f^ow 
that it contains a minute coiled-up worm." Subsequent 
observers have described this worm more minutely, and 
from their researches it appears that " the fully developed 
trichina is a distinct filiform worm, occupying the ali- 
mentary canal, and giving birth to young Uichinss, which 
pierce the walls of the intestines, and, on reaching the 
muscles, become capsulated." According to Leuokasrt, 
the trichina, which he regards as a nematoid in an early 
stage, attains sexual maturity two days after its entry into 
the alimentary canal. The young pierce the intestinal 
waU, and, guided by the intermuscular connective tissue, 
reach the interior of the muscular fasciculus, where they 
attain their full size within a fortnight The muscular 
fibres become granular, and when the creature is full 
grown, the sarcolemma becomes condensed. Vibohow, in 
his experiments upon rabbits, never found the trichiiUB 
in the brain, heart, lungs, liver, kidney, or blood. 

It is now well established that the development of this 
worm in the human subject Is due to the ingestion of pork 
which contains the animal or its embryones. In very 
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/ many cases the disease has been directlj traced to the 
feeding upon pork which has been found to contain the 
trichinie. They have also been developed in the rablnt by 
introducing them into the stomach. Gamob has recently 
written om tins subject, aiid notices the fact that parasites 
abound in the domestic hog, and are especially abundant 
in the swine of Ireland. Turnib thinks this parasite is 
more frequent in man than is generally belieyed ; he found 
it in between one and two per oent. of the bodies in the 
disseoting room. The disease which the tridiina produces 
in man is due to its development and wandering to distant 
points. The disease resembles typhus fever, and is often, 
doubtless, mistaken for it. It is not confined always to a 
single individual, but may assume all the characters of an 
^miemic. Dm. Mun^unt, of Homburg^ Germany, states 
that " in Hettstaedt, a small town of Prussia, containing 
about 6,000 or 6,000 inhabitants, a veritable epidemical 
propagation of trichinae commenced in the middle of Octo- 
ber last, in consequence <^ the infected person having 
eaten a kind of sausage (not thoroughly cooked) made of 
pm'k in which were trichine.*' 

The symptoms of the disease during this epidemic are^ 
thus given by Db. Muilleb : — 

" According to the information I obtained on the spot, 
the disease begins a Tew di^s after eating the meat in 
which there were trichinss, with loss of appetite, and in- 
most without exception wiui diarrhoea and fever ; oedema 
of the eyelids ; also pain, or at least painful sensation of 
weakness, in the limbs ; oedema of the joints ; diffioolty hi 
moving the tongue; profuse olammy per^iration: and 
those patients who do not become convalescent, die either 
unoonscious with symptoms of typhus fever, or, in a few 
oases, remain conscious to the end, complaining of inability 
to breathe freely. The only important symptom of typhus 
absent in the disease is the enlargement of Uie spleen^ BBd 
it is very probable that some of the so-called epidemics of 
typhus &ver in former days were caused by the propaga- 
tK>n of trichinae in the himian body.*' 

Other writers speak also of excessive and singular mus- 
cular pains generally tiuroug^ the body, bat especially in 
the calves of the legs, which become hard and swolleo. 
TmiOBL thus describes a ease occurring in a sailor:-— 

*^ The patient suffcired flt>m diarrhoea, with pain in the ab- 
dwnen. To those symptoms were subsequently added loss 
o£ api)etite, headache, and violent pains in the limbs, espe- 
cially in the legs. The skin was hot and perspiring * tne face 
red ; the pulse very frequent ; the legs, especially the calves, 
seemed rather tense ; the skin generally was very tender 
on pressure. At a later date, disturbance of consciousness 
set m ; the features became collapsed ; there were freouent 
invohuitacy alvine evacuations ; the breathing became labo* 
nous 2 the cutaneous teademess continued. As the loss of 
consciousness and the collapse increased, the temperature 
and the frequency of the pulse fell ; the voice became weak 
and somewhat hoarse. The patient died in a state of un- 
consciousness." 

The diagnosis of this disease may be poatively made 
out during life by harpooning the muscles and examining 
the portion removed under the microscope. Frudreioh thus 
speaks of a case diagnosticated during life: — " The muscles 
(calves of the legs) were harpooned several times. The 
first time was about twenty or twenty-one days after the 
commencement of the attack : although a piece of muscle 
only about the size of a hemp-seed was taken out, no less 
than seven trichinae were found. Ten days later other har- 
pooning showed no trichinae ; but seven days afler this a 
living, but not encapsuled trichina was found ; and four 



days after this an encapsuled worm was discovered. Seven- 
teen days later, when the patient was quite wdl, the search 
for trichinsB wis finitlesB. The muscular fibres were not 
inflamed, bot were fatdly degeaeratuig rapicHy. A very 
extraordinary discovery was that a trichina was found in 
the pus of one of tiie boils, so that Friedreich asserts that 
the furunculoid disease was caused also by a wandering of 
the worm beyond its usual site. The patient had been 
engaged in killing pigs the week before his illness, and had 
often held his bloody knife in his mouth, and had also eaten 
raw some of the bits intended for sausages." 

The " trichina disease" often proves &taL It may ter- 
minate fatally with immediate and severe symptoms, as in 
the case occurring in this city. Lavobkbick relates an 
instance where a commission composed of eight persons 
were served with a coQation composed of ham, sausages, 
cheese, roast veal, and white wine. Seven partook of the 
food, all of whom were soon after seised with intense 
diarrhoea, pain in the neck, and oedema of the face and 
extremities. In four the attack proved fatal, and the 
othere had a lingering convalescence. Several yean after 
Laugbnbeok operated upon one of the survivors, and found 
that his muscles contained an immense number of dead 
trichinae in calcified capsules. It terminates fatally in ordi- 
nary cases in about the same ratio as typhus or typhoid 
fever. During the epidemic at Hettstaedt eighty persoBa 
were attacked, of whom about twenty died. The mode of 
dying is not unlike that of fever ; peritgnitSs and paralysis 
are also frequent results. 



TBI PBOOBBSS OP TBX AMBULAKOB MUu 

It is with the liveliest gratification that we notice that the 
Ambulance Bill, introduced into the IT. S. Senate by Mb. 
Wilson, has passed that body. In its main features the 
measure is the same as that introduced into practice in the 
Army of the Potomac by Db. Lbttbbmim, Medksal Direo- 
tor. It is painfVil to reflect how much misery sudi a sys- 
tem would have saved had it eariy been adopted by Qo- 
vemment But we are making slow progress, and must 
be thankful that even after so longa time our legislaton re- 
cognise the claims of humanity, and yield to the imperative 
demands of the people. The thanks of the nation are due 
to those who have so untiringly urged this measure upon 
the attention of Congress until they have finally triumphed. 
SspeciaUy should the labora of Db. Bowditoh, of Boston, 
be remembered and rewarded ; to him more than any other 
single individual is due the credit of securing the psssage 
of this act Our Boston contemporary is needlessly sensi- 
tive, however, in its assertion of l^e claims of the profession 
of that city to the paternity of this measure. We have no 
di^>08ition to detract in the slightest degree from the merit 
of the medical men of Boston who have so persevorin^y 
prosecuted this humane enterprise. We have had reason to 
believe that there was not that degree of concert of action 
between the profession of Boston and the friends of an 
Ambulance system elsewhere that was desirable, in order 
to secure the passage of an act Happily, however, there 
has been entire harmony, and the result will be the inau- 
guration of this important branch of service in all the 
armiee of the United States. 

TBB HAldfOin) COUBT-MABTUL. 

Tbis trial is slowly proceeding, and aU the evidence on the 
part of the proeecotion has been bought forward. Tlie 
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defonce wiU occi^y a month or more, as there arp upwarda 

of Uxtj witneeeea to be examined. Meanwhile we hay« 

in the foliowhig extract horn the leading London journal, 

the impresaion which thia trial produces upon intelligent 

foreign readers : 

'* Some time since (ifedical Tinm and OtueH0,Oistohet 
17} we noticed the remarkable circumstance, that Dr. Ham<- 
mondy the Surgeon- General of the United States Army, in 
the very midst of a most successful career of eolightened 
administration, which was obtaining for him the highest 

EubUc and proiessional approbation, mul been removed from 
is scene of usefulness, and despatched to a distant region 
upon a comparatively unimportant mission. This seemed 
at the time quite unrntelligible : and. although a motive has 
since been assigned, we are still unable to understand how, 
in a country professing a love for justice and £ur play, it has 
been allowed to operate so miscnievous a procedure. It 
appears that, in the course of the reforms he has had to 
institute. Dr. Hammond has found it necessary to rout out 
more than one nest of jobbers in public calamity, and has 
had the courage to execute his duties in face of great diffi- 
culties. Those whose interests he has thus intenered with 
seem to have possessed power enough to obtain his relega- 
tion from the proper field of his duties, and the appoint- 
ment of a secret commission to investigate in his absence 
charges made against his management of his departn&ent. 
This inquisitoriu procedure has naturally aroused the in- 
dignation of the Profession, especially as tnis is only one of 
many acts exhibiting a disposition to interfere with, and 
tramniel, the legitimate action of the Medical Department^ 
to which the army owes so much." 

▲ STATE BOARD OF EXAMIKBR8. 

TmB project of a State Board of Examiners for the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine has been revived by the Medical 
Department of the University of Bufifalo. It is proposed 
that this Board shall examine all candidates for the degree 
of M.D., and confer diplomas instead of the medical col- 
leges. The plan is one which, if carried out with something 
Ws» legal force, would be of great importance to our profes- 
sion and to the community at large. There is no doubt that 
such a Board of Examiners, themselves properly qualified, 
would reject a large number of aj^lioants annually vrho 
are passed by the schools. And this very &ct would at 
onoe elevate the standard of qualification. But, after all, 
18 such a scheme practicable? Who is to appoint the 
Board of Examiners? Shall we go to the Governor 
and Senate ? In that case we can readily determine the 
diaracter of the Examiners; they will be mere politidans. 
ShaH we succeed better if we give the appointing power 
to the State Medical Society? We think not The near- 
est approximation to a scheme of i^pointment that would 
f«cure a qualified Board, would be to give the power to 
the medical schools. The idea will doubtless prove 
chimerieaL The only scheme that suggests itself as prac- 
ticable is a regulation on the part of the American Medical 
Association admitting to its fellowship only such members 
as have passed a thorough examination by a board or col- 
lege of its own creation. The title M.D. already passes for 
nothing, and mig^t as well be considered only an evidence 
of an inferior grade of qualification ; a new title should, be 
grven to those who attain to a fellowship of the American 
Medical Association. It is stated that the Buffalo Medical 
CoU^e has perfected the proposed plan of a Board of State 
Sxaminers, but we are not informed as to its details. 
Paof. Lib, with whom the scheme originated, has given 
much attention to this subject, and we h<^ he will fiivor 
the profession with his views. 
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SILAS L. CONDIOT, M.D. 

Dr. CoNDipr was a native of New Jersey, bom in Morris- 
town, Morris county, in August, 1806. His fiither, the 
Hon. Lewis Condict, was an eminent pubUc man in the 
Legislature, and for twenty years a member of Congress 
from that State. Dr. Silas Condict received his classici^ 
education at Princeton, and studied medicine under the 
direction of Dr. SeweU, of Washington City. Entering 
upon his profession, he practised for a time in Morristown, 
whence he removed to iNfewtown, Long Island, where he 
remained some years. He afterwards settled in the city of 
New York, but soon returned to his native State, and 
finally chose Jersey City as his home, where he has taken 
an active and useful part in all public interests, and distin- 
guished himself as a faithful and skilful physician, a kind, 
imselfish fnend, and a zealous promoter of the cause of mo- 
rality, temperance, and religion. 

At an early period in the history of the temperance 
reform, Dr. Condict was deeply impressed with the import 
tance of the cause, and devoted himself to its advancement 
with an ardor and untiring perseverance which have seldom 
been surpassed. When the order of the Sons of Tempe- 
rance was instituted, he united with it, and labored con- 
stantly in its service. As a member, and often as the pre- 
sicUng officer of Fidelity Division in this city, as Grand 
Worthy Patriarch of the order in the State, and finally as 
the honored head of the order in North America, he was 
universally regarded as one of the most distinguished and 
efficient promoters of the great cause of temperance. 

Dr. Condict's extensive observation of tne vast evils of 
intemperance, and his warm and active sympaUiv with its 
many victims, led him during the last vear of his life to 
reflect much upon the importance of an Asylum for inebri- 
ates for his State, on the plan of the Binghampton insti- 
tution in New York ; and for some of the last months of 
his life he gave his time and efforts in that direction, visit* 
ing different places, and consulting leading minds^ and pre- 
paring the wav for the object in view. One of his late ser- 
vices, within less than a week of his death, was the pre- 
sentation of his plans to the New Jersey Medical Society, 
by whom they were cordially received, and within a short 
time it was expected the legislature would grant a charter 
fbr the enterprise. Probably no man in the State was 
better qualified than Dr. Condict for the prosecution of this 
undertaking, and it is a great public misfortune that he was 
prevented by deaUi from realizing his large and generous 
plan. 

His devotion to his venerable father in his old age was 
most exemplary and touching, and to the last that parent 
leaned on that son's arm with unfaltering trust. As a 
sympathizing friend of the poor and the afflicted, he has left 
his memorial in hundreds of humble homes in me city, and 
in eveiy place in which his lot was cast. 



Dr. W. R. Donaohs has been appointed one of the sur- 
geons to St Luke*s Hospital, and Dr. D. B. St. John Roosa 
one of the assistant-surgeoiiB to the New York Eye Infir- 
mafy* 

PiBSONAL. — ^Db. Parigot has returned to New York 
after an extensive western tour. Pnors. Brainard and 
Inoals, of Chicago, were recently on a visit to New Yorl^ 
Dr. S. H. Hiwrrr, n.S.A., has been appointed Medic*! 
Director of the Department of the Ohio. Prof. E. Eicicoirs. 
formerly professor in the Albany Medical C<^ege ana 
author of the geological report on the second district of 
New York, died Oct 1, 1863. at Brunswick, N.O. Dr. J. 
W. S. Gk>ULXT, U.SJL., has been ordered to the Army of 
the Potomac^ and kit New York Fel)« 7(h. 
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DOES THE PHYSICIAN EVER CURE HIS PA- 
TIENTS ? 

[To the Editor of the AnuoAK Msdxoal Tnos.] 

Sib : — About six years ago I was requested to see Mr. J. 
C, a respectable citizen of Uiis town, probably about seventy 
years of age, who had been ill for some time, and under 
the care of a well known, if not celebrated homoeopath. 
He made the following statement : — Severd months pre- 
vious he had noticed that his breathing was getting 
shorter than usual and became quite hurried and difficult 
upon ascending a nill, or going up-stairs. Soon after this 
his feet began to swell, and he could not rest at night 
in bed unless his head and chest were considerably elevat- 
ed ; there was paucity of urine, and loss of appetite and 
strength. These unpleasant symptoms increasing, he put 
himself under the care of the homoeopath, who told him 
that, his disease was dropsy on the chest, and 'commenc- 
ed the treatment of the case. He was under his care 
several months, during which time his disease progressed 
constantly from bad to worse, and at length he was told 
that h^ must die. This occurred in the latter part of the 
autumn of that year, and Mr. 0. said to him that, if it were 
possible, he would like to have his life prolonged until the 
following first of May, on account of the state of his world- 
Ij affairs. This, however, he was told was out of the ques- 
tion : that he could not live until the first of April It was 
at this point that Mr. 0. thought proper to dispense with 
the services of the homoeopath, and I was requested to see 
hinL I found him in the following condition : — His legs 
were so enormously* swelled, that they resembled literaffv 
those of an elephant, and the skin was so stretched that it 
seemed on the point of giving way* his abdomen was 
much distended, and his breathing so aifficult that he could 
not lie down at all without the sense of immediate suffo- 
cation ; the urine was scanty ; pulse irregular, and not one 
symptom that seemed to warrant the hope of recovery. 
The only thine that' was not altogetiier unfavorable, was 
the fact that the patient had been a man of good habits, 
and that if there were any organic lesions that precludea 
the jM>Mi^% of recovery, I had failed to discover them. 
He begged me by all means to do something for him, with 
which Request I complied. The process of naturs that was 
going on at this tirae^ whatever might have been the 
exciting causes, was this : — ^The ezhalants, by a deposition 
of water, were rapidly filling up the cavities of the chest 
and abdomen ana the cellu&r tissue of the lower extremi- 
ties, and it was perfectly evident that unless this ^^ process** 
could be suspended or counteracted by a counter-process 
of absorption^ the patient must speedily die. To excite 
absorption, therefore, was the first and the urgent indica- 
tion to be fulfilled. The next question was, whether any 
means or any medicines had been discovered bv the use 
of which, in cases like the present, this object can be effect- 
ed ; and thus an equilibrium brought about between the 
two processes the result of which possibly might be the 
cure of the sick man f The response to. this question was 
that certain medicines havb been discovered, by which, in 
some conditions of the system, this object can sometimes 
be effected. Of those that I am accjuainted with, iJie most 
reliable are calomel, squills, and digitalis. 

I accordingly immediately prescribed cal J gr., pulv. 
soille, gr. il, three times daily. In about ten days the 
secretion of urine was considerably increased, showing that 
the absorbent system was responding favorably to the me- 
dietne. In a short time it became abundant, and in about 
three weeks all the superfluous water had run off*, both 
from the chest and abdomen, and also from the cellular 
tissue of the lower extremities. The breathing, of course, 
became perfectly free and easy ; his appetite and strength 
returned, and when the first of May arrived, instead of be- 



ing dead, as had been predicted, he was ib the enjoyment 
of nis usual health. I think it was in about two months 
firom this time that there were symptoms of a return of the 
disease. I immediately directed the medicine to be re- 
sumed, and in a very short time all these vanished, and did 
not again return. The patient was cured. Although I am 
well aware that a conscientious and intelligent ^ysicaa 
will be cautious how he uses the word etire, still there 
are, I am positive, some cases in which it may be done 
compatibly with truth, and the case above related, in my 
opinion, is one. 

I have related the preceding case, not because I suppose 
that other physicians do not oflen meet with cases quite 
as interesting and instructive, but to test by it the sound- 
ness of one of the conclusions to be found in the Annual 
Address of the President of the State Medical Society be- 
fore that body last winter. I had seen the address allud- 
ed to in the Med. and Surg. Rep., but did not read it until 
recently, when it was put into my hands by Dr. E. H. 
Parker, of Poughkeepsie. The address is very able, and 
contains a large amount of very important truth, express- 
ed in admirable terms ; and for this very reason, if it incul- 
cate any error, it will be the more dangerous, the more 
likely to have an injurious effect. The subject of the ad- 
dress is the " Influence of the Progress of Medical Science 
on Medical Art," which the author thinks lias been utterly 
insignifkani, if by medical art we mean the power of ar* 
resting or curing diseases. Afler a free discussion of the 
subject, he arrives at the following conclusion : '' The great 
object, then, of our art is not to cure the sick man^ but to 
carry him safely through those processes by which nature 
cures him, and to co-operate with nature in those pro- 
cesses ; or, when the lesion is irremediable^ to prolong life 
with as much comfort as possible." Is this a sound con- 
clusion ? Is this all the physician can do— stand by and 
watch the progress of the disease ? In the case above re- 
lated, which was one of the most unpromising, my obiect 
was to cure my patient, and by the means employed he 
was cured. Can any one doubt this? And thatj too, not 
by co-operating with the process of nature that was going 
on, for that would soon nave ended the patient's li£^ but 
\>j inducing anoiher^ by medical artL of precisely an oppo- 
site character; and the system. being thus relieved from 
the oppression caused by the former, the " vis medicatrix 
naturss" soon established a healthfiil equilibrium between all 
the various natural processes of the system, in which health 
conttsts. " If by medical art we understand (mereHy) the 
means of prolonging life, guarding against disease, alle- 
viating pain, and conducting diseases to a safe termina- 
tion," but not the employment of means " to cure the 
sick man," physicians can be regarded only as a kind of 
scientific *' head-nurses," very useful to be sure, but by no 
means occupying a very elevated position among the vari- 
ous liberal professions. For my part I am not willing to 
take that position ; I in«st that our object should be to 
cure the sick, and that the present state of medical art, im- 
perfect as it is, will justify us in taking that ground. 

The author of the address seems dissatisfied, if not dis- 
gusted, with the imperfection and tardiness of tne progress 
of medical art, compared with that of medical science. It 
is very true that the art is much behind the science, and 
for obvious reasons. The science of disease, pathological 
knowledge, is more easy of attainment than a knowledge 
of true remedies. " Post-mortems**' can be made when 
cures cannot; but in mj opinion it is very bad policy 
to hold out the idea to the world that medicines are not 
in truth remedies^ and that the object of our art is not 
to curcj but to watch, and if possible guide the progreas 
of disease ; and I have no doubt but that the author of 
the address, who is a skilful physician, is doing eveir day 
that for which the public place him, and very justly, on 
much higher ground than his sweeping conclusion wiU 
allow him to take. 

■ Although every intelligent medical man, whose field of 
observation has been sufficiently extensive, knows that the 
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great majority of diseases get weU, or would get well 
of themselves without anj medication whatever ; jet he 
also knows that cases do occur, and that pretty oflen, that, 
without the aid of medical art, would infallibly prove fatal 
Pretended homoeopaths know this, and act upon it, resort- 
ing to infinitesimals in nine cases out often; but in truth 
the majority fight the enemy with stolen, that is, with our 
-weapons. 

Tours, &c., 

feuPHAI.lT PULTT. 
Bbxvebbos, TeK 10, 1861 



STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

(To the Editor of the Amxmoax Hxdical Thus.) 

Sir — There was an omission in Dr. Vanderpoel's well 
timed letter, published in your last issue, viz. that he did 
not notice an irregularity in the proceedings, which has 
occarred on more than one occasion. I allude to the 
appointment, on important committees, of gentlemen who 
are neither permanent members nor delegates ; this is not 
in accordance with the constitution of the Society. It has 
been customary to invite physicians who may be present 
at the meeting, without any credentials, to take a seat as 
memher9 hy invUatUm, Such members may take part in the 
disouflsions, or may read papers, but they are not allowed 
to vote. If such gentlemen may be appointed on important 
committees, what advantage or honor, tlien, I would aslL 
results from the office of delegate or permanent member r 
This irregular proceeding occurred at the last meeting ; and 
we trust it may not be again tolerated ; such appointments 
are in violation of law. 

" Permanent Mimbir." 
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DUTT or MEDIOAL INSPECTOBS. 

Medical Inspectors are authorized to inspect, condemn, . 
and recommend for final disposition, such articles of medi- 
cal and hospital property as may be regarded as useless 
and unfit for issue. They are the " Authorized Inspectors" 
for such property, under Paragraphs 1022 and 1023, Gene- 
ral Regulations for the Army. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

CIRCULAR IN REGARD TO INVAUD SOLDIERa ^ 

All invalid soldiers mustered on invalid transfer rolls by 
sargeons in charge of hospitius, and all man of the 2d bat- 
lafion companies who can be spared from the hospital, and 
who have so far recovered from their wounds or disease as 
to be thought fit for duty in the Ist battaUon, will be sent 
to the invalid camp or depot nearest to the hospital ; and 
tbev will be there examined by a board, consisting of a 
fidd officer of the Invalid Corps and a medical officer of 
tbe regular or volunteer service, who shall have power to 
confirm their transfer to the corps, and to decide to which 
bi^talion Uiey shall be assigned ; to send those judged fit 
for fiekl duty to their regiments, and to discharge those 
whose infirmities unfit them for any duty. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

OmOULAR IN BEOARO TO lOS. 

Joe provided from the appropriation for the Medical De- 
partment, is exclusively for the use of the sick in €kne- 
ral and Post Hospitals, and Will not under any cir- 
cumstancea be issued, or otherwise disposed of, to officers 
or soldiera not actuuly under treatment in them. The 
most rigid economy must be observed in the issue and use 
of ice so supplied. Issues to hospitals will be made upon 
the estimate of one pound daily, per patient, at Washing- 
ton and points south of it ; half a pound daily, per patient, 
ttt aU pomta north of Washington, which, with proper care, 



will be found an ample allowance. Medical Directors will 
give such orders as will insure compliance with these in- 
structions. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-QeneraL 



OBDEBS, CHANGES, Ac./ 

Surgeon George F. Woodward, 18th New York GftTaIr7, bAVfoff tea* 
dered his resiguUoD, 1« bonorably discharged the service of the united 
States, with condition that he shall receive no flnal pavments until he 
has satisfied the Pay Department that h* Is not Indebted to the Go* 
vemment 

Hospital Stewaxd Frederick Devlne has been discharged the servlTe 
of the United States for worthlessneen. 

The resignations of the following officers have been aooepted by the 
President, to take effect Arom the dates set opposite their re^eetive 
names: — 

HospiUl Chaplain W. .W. Beese, U.S.A^ Feb. 15, 16M. 

Hoepltal Chaplate William Wilson, U.S.A., Jan. M, 1864 

Paragraph W M Special Orders No. 4U January S7, lS6i, from the 
War Deparynent, convening a Board of Officers at Fort Schuyler, N.T., 
has been revoked. 

Assistant-Surgeon Corridon Morrow, 48d Ohio Vols, (published offl- 
dally January 11, 1864). having failed to appear before the Military 
Commlfrslon InsUtuted by Special Orders No. 08, series of 1868. from this 
Office, within the prescribed time, the President directs that ne be dli^ 
missed the service of the United States, to date November S, 1868. 

Surgeon William Estep, 196th Ohio vols., has been honorably dis« 
charged the service of the United States on aocount of phvsieal disa- 
bility, with condition that he shall receive no final payments antQ he 
has satisfied the Pay Department that he Is not indebted to the Go- 
vernment. 

Snrgeon B. A. Clements, U.S.A., has relieved Asftlstant-Surgeon J. 
W. S. Gooley, U.S.A., In charge of General Hospital, CentimT Park, 

Assistant-Surgeon C S. De Graw, U.S.A., has reported for duty with 
1st Battalion, ISth U.S.I. at HunUvfll^ Ala. 

Assistant-Snrgeon G. M. Sternberg, U.S.A.. AMlstant Medical Dlree- 
tor. Department of the Gull; has received a leave of absence for twenty 
days. 

Surgeon D. B. Sturgeon, U.S.Y., has been asslgnad to duty at Fort 
Craig, N. M. 

Burgeon J. M. McNultr« U.SlTw has returned ttwn leave <tf absence, and 
resumed bis duties as Medical Inspector, Department of New Mexieo, 
at Santa F6, N. M. 

Sunpeon A. F. Sheldon, U.S.y., has relieved Surgeon J. H. Baxter, 
U.S.^ in charge of the Campbell Hospital, Washington, D. a 

Surgeon C. £ Wood, U.S.V., has been assigned to duty as Attending 
Snrgeon at Camp Union, Sacramento, CaU 

Surgeon S. B. iHvls, U.8.y., has relumed fh>m leave of absence, and 
resumed his duties as Medical Director, District of South West Mis- 
souri, Sprlnj^ld, Mo. 

Surgeon William Yarlan, U.S.Y., has returned fh>m leave of absenea, 
and been assigned to duty at the General Field Hospital, Bridgeport 



Surgeon A. Crlq>ell, U.8.Y., has returned fK>m leave af absence, and 
resumed his duties as Health Officer. Port Boyal, S.C Burgeon C. la 
under ord«« for the Department of the East. 

Surgeon E. W. Thurm, U.S.Y., has been transferrsd as Buigeoa-ii* 
ChlAf from the 1st to the 8d Brigade, 8d Division, lith Cori>s, Army of 
the Cumberland. 

Burgeon Adolf M^cr, U.S.Y., )uia visited Washington, D. C, on busi- 
ness connected with the Department of the Interior, and has returned to 
his duties at Convalescent (^p, San AugusUne, Fla. 

Assistant-Surgeon George 8. Kose, U.S. Y., has been assigned to dnty as 
Attending Surgeon at Fort Bascom, N. M. 

Suiveon George S. Conrtwright, U.S.Y., has been assigned to duty at 
Fort Sumner, N. M. This post Is situated on the Pecos Btver, and Is gena* 
rally known as the **■ Basque Bedondo.** 

The order asslgniuff Assistant-Surgeon J. W. Applegate to dnty at Saa 
Augustine. Fla., has been countermanded, and he has bean ordered to re- 
port to the Chief Medical Officer, Morris Island, S. 0. ^ 

Surgeon J. G. Hatchitt U.S.Y., has been reHeved from duty In Hospital 
at Knoxvllle, Tenn., and has reported at Headquarters, 98d Army Corps, la 
the field, for duty as Medical Director of that Corps. 

SuiYOon F. H Gross, U.S.Y., Medical Director, 14th Corps,\>n sick leave 
at Pittsburg, Pa., has been ordered before the Board for the KTamlnatVw 
of Sick Officers, at Clndnnad. O. 

Assistant-Sniveon Frank Keynolda, U.8.Y., has been relieved as Medi- 
cal Inspects, 8a Army Corps, and assigned to duty as Svgeon ln-Chie< 
8d Brigade, Uovm Arttllery, Cavalry Cwps, Army of the Potomac 

Asslstant^urgeon William Carroll, U.S. v., has reported fer duty st the 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac, and has been assigned to duty with 
Artillery Brigade ttd Army Corps. 

Burgeon N. P. Bice. U.S. Y^ is on sick leave In New Tork city. 

Surgeon D. P. Smitn, U.S.Y., has returned from leave of absence, and 
resumed charce of the General Hoepital, Fairfkx Seminary, Ya. 

Surgeon C. F. H. Campbell, U.S. v., has returned from leave, and been 
assigned to duty as 8urgeon-ln*Chle^ Sd Division, 18th Corps, Ports- 
mouth, Ya. 

Surgeon Thomss Sim, U.S.Y., has reported for duty at Baltlosora, Md.« 
and has been asstgoad to the ConviUescent Hospital In that dty. 

Surgeon D. J. McKibben, U.8.Y., Is on leave of abeence at Ashhoid, 
Pa. 

Surgeon E. F. Sanger, U.S.Y., has relieved Snrgeon J. H. Bauch, U.S.Y.« 
as Medical Director, 19th Army Corps, Department of the Gulf. 

Surgeon P. A. 0*Connell, UJi-Y., hm been assigned to dnty as Medleal 
Director, 9th Army Corpse 

Assistant-Surgeon William S. Ely, U.S.Y., has returned from leave, 
and resumed h& duties at Division No. 1, OaaemI Hoepital, Aimapdlis, 
Md. 

Assistant-Snrgeon B. W. Pease, U.S. Y.. has reported for dnty at Head- 
quarters, Army of the Potomaa, and Is atflgned aa Medical Director, Oaral- 
lyCorpc . 
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In addition to bts dntios as Sofnon-in-charf^ PivMon No. 8, Oontral 
Hospital, Alexandria, Ya , Sorgoon £. Bentlej, U.S.Y., hat been aaslgned 
to tM Gontraband and Ctaromond £rnpttT« l^Ttr Hoepitals and to Briga- 
dier>6eneral Brios" command. 

Bnnmon J. H. &ater. U.8.Y., i^s bora antned to datf with the Pro- 
Toat MAnhal -General aa chief medical <Mffieer or his biireaa. 

Biuveon 8. A. Holman, U.8.Y., has reUered Surgeon Charles OXeary, 
U.B.V^ as Medical Dlrlttor, 6th Army Coipe, Army of the Potomsc 

Seyeral d the large €knera] Hoapttals at Memphis, Tenn., are being 
•vaeoated. 

A new Qeneral Ho^tal has been established at Palaskl, Tenn. 

John Frsser, U.8.A., Jose^ Lombard sad G. F. Bentley, of Connect!- 
ent, William A. Baess and Jamea Palmer, of Washington. D. O, Chailes 
Baymond and 0. B. Field, of New York, Charles £. Lord, of Msasaeha- 
setts, P. M. Nerille, of Ohio, H. E. Daniels, of Illinois, 01 0. Jewell, of 
New Hampshire, and C. F. widstnind. of Minaesota, have been appointed 
Mespttaa Stewaida in the U^. A. 
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Dr. J. SoLis Cohen has resigned from the U.S. Navy, 
And resumed practice in Philadelphia. 

Dr. Jahss B. Woon resected the knee-joint at Bellevue 
Hospital, on SaturdaY, the sixth inst GonserYatiYe sur- 
gery is now much cultivated in that institution. 

The President elect of the New York State Medical 
Society is Dr. Frbdbriok Htdb, of CJortland County. Dr. 
Htdb is one of the most distinguished practitioners in Cen- 
tral New York, and Professor of Surgery in the Geneva 
Medical College. 

Bedford's Obstetrics. — The third edition of this excellent 
text-foook is issued within the space of thirteen months, 
and, as we notice^ is in course of translation in Berlin, 
Such success is very gratifying to the author, and is plea- 
sant to the nationai pride of all of uB.'-^OmcinnaH Lemcet 
and Obterv&Ty for Jctnuary, 

MrowrvES ni Pexladelpkia. — We learn fcom the Repor-' 
ier ihAt of the twelve persons who attended the largest 
number of obstetric cases in 1861, seven were midwives. 
The largest number of cases attended by one person (a 
midwife) was 247, and the lowest 124. The average num- 
ber of cases attended by the seven midwives was 174. 
The average number attended by the five physicians named 
164. 



LuNACt.— The French Government has lately been so 
alarmed by the medical reports as to the increase of lunacy 
caused by too many intermarriages of parties previously 
allied to one another by blood, that it has ordered an addi- 
tional column to be inserted in the baptismal registers to 
^ow whether liie parents of a child were, before marriage, 
connected with one another, and in what degree. 

Medical Service nr the Federal Aritt. — Mr. Charles 
Mayo sends to the Medical Hlmei and OazettCy London, *' the 
endoeed extracts from a letter, which has just reached me 
from a comrade in the Medical service of the Federal army, 
which may be interesting to some of your readers. I should 
ejnJain Uiat Dr. Hammond, who had fallen into disfavor 
with the Secretary of War ^r. Stanton), had been kept for 
some months on a tour of inspection of the Military Hos- 
pitals in all parts of the States, while a substitute was in- 
stalled in his place in Washington. The person referred to 
as 'S— -' was a subordinate in the Surgeon-Gkneral^s 
office, who waa^ as may be inferred, no favorite in the ser- 
vice. His punishment is one to which penal servitude 
would be leniency. A journey of four or five thousand 
miles, including the passage of the Rocky Mountains in 
mid-winter, and ending in uie wilds of a scarcely inhabited 
territory, is a task from which the boldest pioneer of civil- 
ization might shrink." 
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P]III.ADSLrHlA, Jakvaxt 8, 18M. 

. • ^ Hammond (the Surgeon-General), afler 
goin^ dirough the region of the Gidf and Lower Missis- 
sippi, arrived, two weeks since, at Nashville, whisre, in 
coming down the Bt&p% of one of the Hoqiitalfi, he UXL and I 



so injured his head and back, that he has complete paralysis 
of the lower half of his trunk, and, of course, of both lower 
extremities. He will never stand upon his feet again. 

" ' Acting Surgeon-General Barnes has been in his plac6 
in Washin^n nearly ever since Hammond left for Ne# 
Orleans, and will probably be made Surgeon-GeneraL 
That monkey, S — -— , has received at last a part of his 
dues. His history is a short and instructive one. After 

Hammond left Washington, S assumed the purple, and 

held sway for just twenty-four hours, during which brief 
period he issued two impertinent orders, after his usual 
manner, to Assistant Surgeon-Oeneral Wood, at St Louia. 

On the following morning, Stanton ordered S to report 

for immediate duty to Wood. On arriving at St. Louis, he 
was kept in Wood's ante-room for a few hours, and theU' 
ordered forthwith to report for duty in the department of 
Santa F€, New Mexico, where, I am very credibly informed, 
he was ordered to report in person for immediate duty at 
an outpost in Oregon. No doubt he is now wandering or 
plunging through the fro^n snows of the Bocky Moun- 
tains. In his worse than Siberian exile he will enjoy 
ample leisure to reflect upon his many heartless acts.' " 

Hudson Countt Medical Sooibtt. — ^At a meeting of the 
Hudson County Medical Society, held in Jersey City, Fel^ 
Feb. 8, 1864^ the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted : — 

" Wh&reoM, It haa pleased Almlgh^ God to take from vs. bj death, ow 
late profeasiooal associate, Dr. 8. C Oondiet, a member of this sodetj for 
a nomber of years, and whose ge&ial oompanlondilp had won oar mter> 
nal love ; and 

** ITAerMU, It seems becoming in ns to show some token of oiri^^ra* 
elation of his worth ; therefore be it 

^ Buoh0d^ That while we bow in hnmble aahmtsdoB to Dfrine will, ir$ 
monm the loai of aa esteemed assodate, a tried Mead, and a wwthj 
brother. 

^ Rtol9^ That we will Ioto to dierish his exemplary eharaoter, his 
professional seal, and his CArisdan Itfh, aa worthy of imitation not less a* a 
man and a Christian, than as a professional brother. 

*'je0sofo«tf. That we tender to his beteared Ikmily our heartMt sm- 
pathy, and pray tiiat a merolAil proTldence wUI support them In nsftr 
afflic^on. 

** B49olv4d^ That we attend the ftroersl of oordeoeasod brother in abody. 
That a copy of these resolaUons be transmitted to his family, and that they 
be pablisned in the Jersey City papers, the Amsrioa.n MmiOAi. Tiifia, 
New York, and the JTed and Surg. Reporter, Phitedelphla. 
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BcLLBvus HosprrAL Mkdical Coixbos, \ 
Febmary 18^ 1661 } 

At a meeting held br the students of the Bellevue Hos- 
pital Medical (Allege, for the purpose of tddng into consi^ 
deration the death of two of their associates, Dr. Charles 
E. Harris and WeUington S. Hickok, and also to express 
the feeling of the class in regard to them, the following 
resolutions were adopted : — • 

WherMSy Oar late associate. Dr. Charles E. Harris, a member of the 
Qradoattng Clsss of 1868 and 1864, and oonneeted with the medical stair 
of the 5Ut Street Military HospiUl, has been remored by death, therefore 
we, the members of the class, In token of the sincere respect in which m 
hold his memory, do hereby resolve : — 

1. That we are called npon to monm the loss of one who, by hii 
trothftilnees, manliness, and courtesy, endeared liimself to all annukl him. 
8. That we acknowledge in him the loss of a XUthfUl stadont, and of 
one who was zealously devoted to his profcssioh. 

8. That we express to his parents and friends onr de^qMi* sympaM^ 
wiUi them in their bereavement 

4. That a copy of these resolatlons be sent to the parents of the de- 
ceased, and that they be pabllshed in the Amkbioah Mbdioal Turn. 

latABL FaiOB, OkiOkrmetn* 
W. A. WcTMAjr. 
JosBPn Dbhnisov. 
A1.CZ.L0W& 

ITAereos, It has p)ea«ed 0od in Hla wiadom to tannnon ftom oar pro- 
sence oar ftiend and fellow-classmate Wellington 8. Hickok, therefore we 
the members of the Otadaating dass of 18611 and 1864^ wlUt sbMere re- 
q»ect to his memory, do hereby resolTc :— 

1. That we shall ever love to remember And appreciate that wtrit of 
ttnth and deportment which diaracterized his life, nis many icts c^ldud* 
MM, and the persererance with which ho ptursned Jila studies. 

%. That we deeply sy mpathixe with the parents and firlenda of the da- 
oMsed In their b«-oaTement 

Z, That a copy of these resdotioM be sent to the parents of the di^ 
ceased, and that they be pabUshed in the AnBioiy Mkdioal Tmat. 

IsEABL PaioB, Chairman, 
W. A. WaniAF. 
JoaapH Damnsox. 
Alkl Lows. 
O. Bun^v, Jr., JtoNArfr. 
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RsonrxD ax» will bi Notiobd 
BOON :— Ptfrisb'k PiMtlcd Vhana$»j, M •titton; BUnduml 4t Le«, 
Ghow'k LettDTM o« Mtdkil Sdaofttfon ; LIiiAmj 4e Bkklttoo, Prooeed- 
infi U th* AnMrioan Phrnnffottttl AModAtion for 1868. 



MABBIXD. 

-BmoniAib— Oi JA»iMiTlML«t the niUeiiM of the brido^s 
fttUr, In VMbTfflf^ br tbo R«t.T. ETMilla, •< ForMttilk, O. C Oibba, 
lU>n aad Mtai XMmi M. BoralMmi, of NMhrUlo. 
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DIED. 

Ttanui.— lo FhOadelphlA, on the 8d Init, Robert P. Tlioaiu, H.D^ in 
tiie 48d jear of bit «fe. 

TuoM A«.~In AlUftno^ Oblo^ on the 14th Inst, of p^unie, csoeed hj the 
prick of e bone while opentlng, E. L. 8. Tbomea, ma). 

THoma.— In Rewley, 'Wejne Conntr, Pe., Beeember 8S, 1688, Dr. John 
S. Thovei, tn the 48<i veer of hk ms, Ute Preeident of the Werne Coon- 
trMedi«slBeele^r. ' "^ ^ 

JLawmk— la Gbieinnetl, Ohio, en the Ust nit. Dr. L. M. Leweon. 

MsAA.— In Greenwieh, CkuuL, on Tbnredny, Jen. 88th, Derine Meed, 
HD., In the eeventy-eerenth jeer of hie age. 

BoBonoir.^In Georgetown, D.C., 6n the 8d nit, et the Semlnery Hoe- 
pital, Dr. L T. Boblneott, late of BTreonse, end Aedstant-finrgeon of the 
loth Cavalrf Beglment 

KmusLT.— At Portage Ctty, WIeeonala, Jtan. lltli, of Coaenmptlon, 
D. Kimberlr, M.D. 

BwTLBB.— In Wathtngton, D.O., Feb. 6th, Wffllam H. Baaer, ILD. Dr. 
B. wna enweoted with the AmKsy SfMne HoepltaL 



MSnOBOLOOT 



AMD MSCBOIiQOT OF THX WXEK IH THB OITT 
AMD OOinfTT OF NEW TOBK. 

Abetnet ef the OflMal Beporl 

Tnm the 7th day^of Frt>mar7 to the 16th di^ of Febraary, 1884. 

/>MitU— Iienjl06; women. 108; bcnra, 188: glria, 181 ; totel, 474 AdnHi, 
ttl; ehUdrea, 888; malee, 881; ibmalee, 887; eokined, 10. Inflate under 
twojeare ef age, 187. 

ABMNig the eaneee of death we notloe :— Brjdpelaa, 4; albnmlnorla, 6 ; 
jA<i9lex7,4; laliintlle eoaTnliioiM,81; oroop,a8; diphtherite, 14; eoarlet 
Mer,88: p«erperalibTer,8; ^hne and tjrpnotd fevers, 88; eonsnmptioD, 
71 ; small-poz, %; measlee, 6 ; dropejr tn head, 84 ; Infkntile meraemos, 18 ; 
whooplBg<OQgh. 8; lafJammsHon of bialn, 16; of bowels, 17; of longs, 
48; bronehltia, 8; diarriKsa and dysentery, 7. 881 deaths oeenrred Iran 
aenta dl s a as B i , and 88 from violent eaneee. 888 were nattve, and 186 
foretea; of whom 86 came frem Ireland : 88 died in the City ChaHtiee; 
«r whom 16 were ia BeUema HoepitaL and 8 died in the Immigrant In- 
•tltatlon. 

JiMtraet of the Atmoepherieal Becord of the Eastern Diepensary, kept in 
the MarketBofldlag, No. 67 Essex street, New fork. 
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BBiABica.— 8th. 8th, 10th, and 11th, Mostly clear, with freeh wind. 
ISth, MoeOj doady, with fresh wind. 18th, Moetlr clear, with fresh 
wind. 14th, Cloodj A.H. ; variable afternoon, with a few drope of ndn at 
fM, and tempeet of wind; evening clear; wind fresh. Amount of adn 
M Ibr the week ending Feb. 6th three-quarters of sn inch. 

Priyate Instruction in Auscultation 
AND PERCUSSION.— Professor Flint will give a Course of twen- 
tj-flve leesons tn the piaetiee of Auscultation and Fereusslon during the 
waoufSbM of Mareh, ApriL and May ; two leseone to be given weekly in the 
wards of Bellevue and Blaekwelfs Island Hospital 

For Sale. — A perfect Copy of Lebert^s 
PATHOLOQIGAL ANATOMY, complete. First two volumes 
handBCDely bound, will bo sold at the price it cost before the war. 

Addreee, 
168 W. 88d St, N. T. 

The Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 

-I- PUtodelphia, south side of Logan Bquare, Baoe street, between 
Xlghteenth aadNineteeath. 

Open for the eTiaynatioM and foaeptloii ef patlanls erary Monday and 
Frid^atllpjL 

Operatioaa every Wednesday at 11 ajm, 

SVBABOVS: 

DiwT. a Morten Dr. B. J. Lavta, 

Dr. A. Dw MA Dr. D. M. 



T 



o the Medical Profession* — ^Dr. J. 

PABiGOT, late Commissionar in Lana^, and Heporarj Pro- 
fessor of the Univer^ty of Bmssele, olTers to oonsnlt with OentlMnen 
of the Profession, and to give adviee on Mental Disorders and Mediao- 
Lecal Cases. 
Correqpondenoe can ba addreesed to the care of 

Bailubbs Baomaaa, 440 Broadway, N. T. 

Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 
eeir to the iaveetigatloB and apnliea^ of ElectrielCy as a rensedial 
sgent for the last thirtMU yeers, and being duly quaUfled as well by hie 
sdentlfle attainments as by his great experienoe to apply it in the moat 
effectual manner, brings this feet to the notice of the professioo. Pa 
tients sent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remaii 
under the cherge of their attending physMana. Hia bnalneea is free 
from all charlatanlam and quackery. 

141 FOUBTH ATSNUK 

Medical Departm^it of the Univer- 



•lU. titj ci Yermont— The next Annual Course of Lectnres will 
menoe the last Thursday, being the 86th, of February, 1864, and wiU con- 
tinue sixteen weeks. 

Msdteal FaouUv, 
REV. JOSEPH TOBREY, D.D., President 
SAMUEL WHITE THATEB, Ja., M.D., Burlington, Prat of General 

and Special Anato my. 
WALTEB CARPENTEB, M.D., Burlington, ProC of the Tlieoiy and 

Practloe of Medicine and Materia Medlea. 
DAYID S. CON ANT, MJ)., New Toik, PrafesMr of fha Prinelplea snd 

Practice of Snrgeiy. 
JOSEPH PEUKlNS, M.D., OsaUeton, Vnt, of Obetetriea and Diaeaass of 

Women and Children. 
B. CBESS AN STILES, M.D., N. Y., Ptofeasor Physiology and Pathology. 
HENRY M. SEELYTkD., South Ononda^^ N.Y., Prot of Chemistry 

and Toxicology 
EDWARD B. MIMB, A.B., Demonetfater mt Anatomy. 

8. W. THAYEB, Ja., Burlington, 

OofuUUont qf MtnUterthip, 

At the commencement of the Session, every Student is req nlr ed to call 
on the Dean and enter his name an<t plaoe of residenoe. and the name and 
place of residenoe of his Preceptor, in the Register, ana pi^ all fees for the 
course. 

J^ea— Matriculation, 18.88; Dean*s Oertlfleate (entftnng the bolder t» 
the Tickets of each Prufeseor), $60.00 : Graduation, $18.00. 

Students who have atteaded two nUl courses in other regular Medical 
Institutions, will be admitted on payment ot the Matriculation fee, and a 
fee of $10.00. Graduates of this and other reguUv Medical Schools are 
invited to attend the Lectures, free of charge. 

The "Fifth Avenue Pharmacy/'' 

167 FIFTH AVE., BET. 9lOT AHD Mo OT. 

J. P. FILER, PnoraxROB, 

JOHN CANAYAN, TaAauAtmcrtn, 

The Undersigned would beg to inform the Medical P rofes s ion that be 

la apUn In business at Uie iA>ove establishment where, having the 

entire eentrol of the Pbarmacentleal Department, he win be enabled 

to carry on businees as formeriy for himselC 

Rei^eotAilly, 



N.B.— Medidnea at an houra, day and night 



JOHN^ CANATAN. 



N' 



ew York Academy of Medicine. — 

Transaotiona, Vol. L 8vo. doth, tSOW. Tol 11. (ready in a few 
days) ,$9.60. SubsoripUons received for the Transactions at $100 per 
tolume. BuUetin, VoL I., 1861-61, 8vo. doth, $100. If sent by mill, 86 
cents extm mast beremltied for postage on each volume. 
BAiLUsas BaOTHsas, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 

F^ Ediium. 

New taady in eanrenient Pocket Fmn, Itaio., 980 Fagm end 18T Wood- 

o^a IUuttraMom$, Price $1 76. 

HAND-BOOK OF 
SURGICAL OPERATIONS. 

Bt STKPHEir SMITH, M.D., 

8nrge<m to Bellevue Hoap. 
BAiLuma Baoraaaa, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 

ELEMENTARY TREATISE 
ON PHYSICS, 

•EXPERIMENTAL AND APPLIED: 

FOB THB UBE OF GOIXBOE8 AND SCHOOLS. 

By PB0FE880B OANOT. Trsnslated and Edited AWme the Hlath Bdi- 

tion, with the Anthor^s saastioB, by & ATKIKSOir, Ph. D., F.CS., 

Lecturer on Chemistry and Physics, Boysl Military College, 

•aadbttst, Bngbnd. tttoa TH pages and 685 woodcita. 

LondoB,li08l l(calt fMH 
BAiLuaan Baoranaa, 4i0 Broadsray« M, T 
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OEOBOE TIBHtANK A 00. 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

JiU- MSNT8, Ae. 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 

OTTO t RETNDBRS, 
HAniifiM}tiiren and Importen of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

Th« Toriout Splints fSor Morbos CoxarluB, ▲bdominal Snpportera, Shonlder- 
tmoeB, Stoclnngs for YaricoBe Veins, Electric Machines, Ear-TnunpetSf 
Fractnre Splints, Orntohes^ Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Ontlery, etc : 




tA rtificial Legs and 
J^ Arms. Selpho*s Patent The^estsnh- 
stitntes for lost limbs the worid of science 
has ever invented. (Established 94 years.) 
Oan be had only of 
WM. SELPHO, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Send for pamphlet 516 Broadway. N. T. 
N.B.— A. Silver Medal Jnst awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Insti tute for the best Artlfldal Limbs. 

DISEASES OF THE THROAT. 

DR. ELSBERG, 

LSOTURBR ON THB LARTNOOSOOPE AND DISEASES OF THE 
UIBTHZ AND THROAT IN THE UNIYERSITT OF 

NEW TORK, 

Devotes himself specuJlj to the Treatment of Diseases of 

THS I.ARYNX 

and Neighboring Organs. 

OFFICII HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 P.M. 
153 West 15th Street. 

The '^Elixir of Calisaya Bark''— 

J- was Introdooed to the notice of the Faoalcy in 1880. by J. Milkau, tU 
$oU ImnmUor. None of those nnmeroiu Arms w«re in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, have faund it more eon vaalent with- 
in a few years to appropriate the above extensively known title : it is there 
fore presnmable that physicians in prescribing, as for over tnlrtv vean, 
have referenoe solely to the onainal arHoU uuJe by 4. MnjtAV « Son. 

Also, the CHALYBEATE ELIXIR Oft OALISATA BARK (eopy- 
ri^tedX being the above nrenaration with the addition of two grains of 
the eelebrated iVro|>AosfM<iU qf Iran to each wioefflassftiL 

Bole AgwMV for Fbskco Amrioi al Etss from tiM leading Paris manolbo- 
tsrar. Single eyes to order. Seta of 190 for ocollsta. 

J. y [LH4U & SOM, 

Draggists and Pharmaceatists, 188 Broadway, N. Y.. near Cortlandt at 

Either agenta fin: or importers of all the Vrsnch medtcinea and fine j/m' 

paratlons in Yogne. 



COllCEIfTRATBB FI^IJID IlIAGJVCgIA 

Is eamesUv and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
anperitff arnda. Every floid onnoe contains fifteen grains of magnesia in 
an elegant and pennaDent solation. Whilat possessing vastly increased 
medicinal properties, it is furnished at a lower prioe than any similar 
arllBto af ^orelQ% or Aomeatlc mannfiietare. Aa a oorroetor of addlty, an 
iDtlgotallBf^^iCf and safe aperient la all dlserdeitof the digestive organs, 
it ia withooi a rivaL and has elicited nnqnalified amirobation. 

PYLE A^BOTHER, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
FOR SALE BY 
: JAS. 8. ASPIHWALLJ« Wiflism 8t-N. Y. 

BCVncFTELIN BSOTVERS di CCTVaUam, eoc Beekman St, V. Y. 

€A»W£LirMAOK: A (X>., Fifth Ave. HoteL N. Y., and Newport B. L 

BEGEMAN A CO.Jivsa«way, N. Y. 

JOHN MBAKUC <7e Broadway, N. Y. 

r. M. BASSET, eor. Conrt and Atlantic StSw, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

J. H. OLLIJ, eoc Gates and TanderMH Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

r. BROWN, cor. Fifth and Cheatant Sts., Philadelphia. 

B. O. BLAIR, cor. Eighth and Walnnt Sta., Phihulelphia. 

WYBTH * BBOTBER, 1419 Walnnt St, Philadelpbia. 

Hospital Construction, with Notices 
of Foreign Military HoqOUla. Br CHARLES A. LEE, M.D. 
§T«. Cloth. PrIaeOloebta. 

BAiixtan BMmoM, 4il Bfoadwi^, N. Y. 




WADE ft FORD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW TORK, BELLEVU^ AND CITr HOSPITAIB^ 

MannfiM)tare and Import all kinds of 

SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIAN0S8« 

SYRINGES, no, 

85 FuUon HreU, Jf&w Tarh, 

W. A F. begleave to call the attention of the Facnlty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have amnged nndar 
the aopervision of Dr. Jamss B. Wood, a fkill descrfption of which will ba 
forwarded npon application. Also, Dr. Liwm A. Satbi^ improved ob^ 
door Splint for Mobbvs Coxaexus. Directions for measurementa wIO ba 
forwaraed when requested. 

J^^ersfieM.'-^AMia R. Wood, M.D., Lnwis A. Sates, M.D., Srsraar 
SMrm, M.D., B. F. Baobb, M.D^U.8.N. 

PRIOED OAIALOQUSS WILL BB SENT TO AJHT ADDBBS8. 

pB^ Agents for Jewetf s Artifldal Lunbs, which are superior to all 
ot hers. 
£P* Sole Agents for ^ Ferminichs Irritation Instrument** Price $8.00. 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S ! 

The CRAIG MICROSCOPE, with moonted oljeots, eon* 
stltutes a beantifol and appropriate HOLIDAY GIFT to oM 
or young; oombining instruction with amusement; magnl* 
fying about 100 diameters or 10,000 times, being the power 
most frequently required for practical purposes, and yet so 
simple that a child can use It It Is mailed, prepaid, for 
$8.86; with 6 beantifnl mounted ol^eots, $8 ; with 84 ob- 
jects, $&. Liberal discount to dealers. 

Address, 

HENRY CRAIG, 
885 Broadway, Mew York. 

rThe Anatomical Ball and 
Socket-Jointed Ijeg. 
with lateral motion at the ankle, like tbe natural ona. 
Also: 
THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG. 

The latter Is fomlshed to soldiers bv the U.S. Government without 
charge, by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the following 
pUces:— OftS Broadway, N. T.^ Rochester, N. Y., Cincinnati, 0^ or St 
Louis, Mo. 

Address DR. BLY, as above. 

MESSRS. BATLLIERE BROTHERS 

Beg to inform the 

IVIEDICAL PROFESSION 

And STUDENTS, that having purchased a stock of the pubUcatlona of 

MESSRS. BLANCHARD <fe LEA, LIPPINCOTT 4 
CO., LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Etc 

They are prepared to sell all the pubUcatlona of these Houses at a tmbt 
f,Tm«ff4t. maoouKT TO% OAsn. Prices will be given on appUeatloii and 
<wders are respeetfblly solicited. 

lERMB OF THE AMIRTCAIT MEDICAL TOm. 

~City and CanadiMTSnbscribers, $8.90 per annum, payi&ieln advance, 
^Mall Subscribers, $8 per annum, payable in advance. 

Remittances must accompany an oraer for the JoumaL 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible Ibr the lost of 
moneys inclosed in unregistered letters. 

TheM are two volumes a year, ooromendng on 11» iBt of Jmunr tad 
July ; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

TboaB who desire to have the series eomplete can be aupplled wftb Urn 
back numbers at the original subscription price. 

The last volume, nioelV bound in doth, may be had at the office, for $800 
and free by mail for $2.83 ; cloth cases fur binding may be had at the offioa 
for 86 cents, sod free bv mail for 84 cents. 

•^« Tub Mki>ical Tufna is published eveiy Saturday morning, and la 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of the country. Aa • 
medium for Immediate communication with the medical nrofosslon eT tha 
United Statea, it offers unsurpassed MUtias to those desiring to advertlaa 
Modical CoUegea and Schools, late Works, Surgical Appliance^ InstrumenU 
of every klnC Drugs and Medicines, etc, etc The followlnc terms of 
transient advertiaemenu may be modifled by special contract for perai»- 
nent insertion : 

^ column, or lesL . • . • . each tnaartksi $1 00 
V -> •• 1 80 

2 •* • 800 

f •» •» T 80 

▲ dadnotlaa of 10 par oant la made for 6 laaartloaa. 

u 25 ** ** ^ 18 ** 

M 80 ** ** ** 8$ *• 

u 80 ** ** ** 68 ** 

Commnaleationa Amid be addressed "- Office Amariaaa MadlMl Tlma^ 

440 Breadwsif, V. Y.** BAILUERE BROTHnS, 

JSiM(thmr§ am4 ProprUftar*, 
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A TREATISE ON HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY: 

Designed for the use of Students and Practitioners of Medicine, 

By J. 0. DALTON, Jr., M.D. 
Third Edition, revised. 8yo., Cloth. $4.50. 

For sale by BAXLuna BnoraxBt, 440 Broadway, N. T. 

List of Recent IVIedical Boolafe; 

FOR SALE BY 

BATTJiTERE BROTHERS, 440 Broadway, N.Y. 



AITKEN, W.—The Soienoe and Praotioe of Medicine. 2d edition. Beyised and Be-written. 3 Tola. 8Ta London, 18^ 
$15.00. 

BAUDENS, L.— On MiUtary and Camp Hospitals, and the Health of Troops in the Field. 12ma $1.26. 

BAUER, L.~Lectare8 on Orthopoedio Surgery, with numerous illustrations. 8\ra 1864. $1.60. 

BENNETT, J. H.~ainical Lectures on the Principles and Practice of Medicine. 2d American, from the last Edinbuxigh Edition. 
Sva Sheep. |6.00. 

BIJMSTEAD, F. J.—The Pathology and Treatment of Venereal Diseases: including the Results of Recent Investigations upon 
the Subject 8va $4.00. 

CHAYASSE, P. H. — Adyice to a Mother on the Management of her Of&pring. 19mo. 60 cents. 

CHEW, S.~Lecture8 on Medical Education, or on the Proper Method of Studying Medidne. 12mo. 1864 $1.00. 

ELLIS.— The Medical Formulary Enlarged and Revised to 1864. By Dr. R. P. Thomas. 8va Philadelphia. $2.96. 

FLINT, A.— Physical Exploration and Diagnosis of Diseases affecting the Respiratory Organs. 8vo. $3.00. 

FLINT, A.— A Practical Treatise on the Diagnosis, Pathology, and Treatment of Diseases of the Heart. 8vo. $2.76. 

HAMILTON, F. H.— A Practical Treatise on Fractures and Dislocations. 2d Edition, Revised and Improved. 8vo. $4.76. 

HAMMOND, W. A.— Physiological Memoirs. 8vo. « $3.00. 

HAMMOND, W. A.— A Treatise on Hygiene, with Special Reference to Military Service. 8vo. $5 00. 

LIBBRICH, R— Atlas d^Ophthalrooscopie, repreaentant Tetat normal et les modifications pathologiques du fond de TobU visibles a 
rophthalroosoope, compose de 12 planches contenant 67 figures, tireee en ohromo-litbograpbie, aooompagnees d'un texts 
explicatiC Folio. Paris, 1863. Oold, $16.00. 

P ARRIS H, R — A Treatise on Pharmacy. Designed as a Text-Book for the Student, and as a guide for the Physician and Phar- 
maceutist Containing the officinal and many unoffidnal formulas, and numerous examples of extemporaneous prescrip- 
tiona SdEdiUon. 8vo. 1864. $5.()0. 

THE Pharmaoopceia of the United States of America. Fourth decennial revision. 13mo. $1.00. 

SALTER, H. H.— On Asthma: its Pathology and Treatment SiVo. $1.76. 

THE CRIMEAN WAR— The British Army and Miss Nightingale. By Charles Shrimpton, M.D., late Surgeon Major (FVendi 
Army); late Surgeon-inChief of Field Hospitals, and of the Military HospitcO, Setif, Algeria. 8va Lcmdon, 1864. 
86 centSk 

SIMPSON, J. Y.— Clinical Lectures on Diseases of Women. 8vo. $3.00. 

SMITH, S.— Hand-Book of Surgical Operations. 4th Edition. 12mo. $1.76. 

TRANSACTIONS of the New York Academy of Medicine. YoL 9. 8vo., Goth. $2.60. 

WOODWARD, J. J.— Outlines of the Chief Camp Diseases of the United States Annies, as Observed during the Present War. 
8va $2.60. 
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lONG ISLAND COLIEGE HOSPITAL, 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Tlie Besaioii of lfi64 iriU begin on Tneadaj, Marob 9t]i, and oonUnne 
sixteen weeks. 

COUNCIL. 

T. L. MABON, M.D., President 0. L. MITCHELL, M.D., Sec 
W. H. DUDLEY, M.D., Beglstrar. J. H. HENBY, M.D. 

FACULTY. 

AUSTIN FLINT, M.D., Prot of Practical Medicine and Pathology. 
VBANE H. HAMILTON, M.D., Prot of Military Snrg. and Hjglene, 

and Fractures and Dislocations. 
JOSEPH a HUTCHISON, MJ)., Proll of Snrgerj and Surgical Anat 
DE WITT C. ENOS, M.D., Prot of General and Descripttve Anat. 
EDWIN M. CHAPMAN, M.D., Prot of Obstet and Diseases of Women 

and Children, and Clinical Midwifery. 
AUSTIN FLINT, Ja., M.D., Prot of Physiology and Microscopic Anat 
DAEWIN G. EATON, M.D., Prot of Chemistry and Toxicology. 
WILLIAM GILFULAN, M.D., Prot of Materia Medloa and Therapeutics. 
B. FLEET 8PXIB, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
BOBEET NEWMAN, M.D., Prosector to the Prot of Bug. 

FEES. 
"Fwn TOR Full Cotosx $100 00 

MATBIOTTLATIOir FXK 6 00 

DsaOMSTRATOX^ FxB 6 00 

6kax>itaih>n Fxs 25 00 

Hospital Tiokstb GrATcrrroirs. 

Good board with lodging, Aic, in the rldnlty of tiie College, may be 
•btained for from |400 to $500 a week, 
letters addressed to any Member of the Council will reoeire attention. 



THE HIGH MEDICINAL CHARACTER WHICH 
EFFERTESCEJfT SEI^TZER APERIENT 

Has obtained among physicians genendly, has drawn from an eminent 
and yery distinguished member of the medical profession of this city 
the following testimonial of its merits. We omit his name, knowing It 
to be the wish of the profession, as a role, to avoid publicity In con- 
nexion with proprietary articles. 

TWTZMORIAI.. 

MB. JAMES TABBANT. 

Sn:— I have carefhlly examined, and In many oases prescribed the 
medicine which you presented me, and am happy to bear my testimony 
in its ikvor. 

It has long been a desideratum with the profession to obtain a cathartic 
at onee mild and pleasant, which should combine also the properties 
which exist in 

TARRANT'S EFFERVESCENT SELTZER APERIENT. 
In those cases where there is an excess of add In the stomach and 
bowels, producing the usual concomitants, Flatulency, Heartburn, Cos- 
tlreness. eta, the 8eH»er Aperiwt In my hands has proved indeed a va- 
luable remedy. Cathartics are generally obnoxioos to children, disguise 
them as you may ; in many oases, however, in which I have administered 
your Aperient to children, they have readily taken It, and frequently 
asked me to repeat the dose. To persons vlsiOng warm climates it will 
prove a medicine of much value. 

The facility with which It may be administered, and the elegant man- 
ner In which it is ofTered to the public, give it a claim to general notice 
which Its InMnsIc merits fblly support 

(Signed) , M.D. 

New York City. 
The AptH«U is In the form of a powder, carefully put up in flint glass 
bottles, to keep in any cUmate, and merely requires water poured upon It 
t o produce a delightful efTerveecent draught 

Manufactured only by 

TABBANT A CO., 
278 Greenwich, oor. Warren St, 

» a » V M ^ ^•^ York. 

For Sale by all Druggists. 




Artificial Limbs, for 
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Inferior and Superior Extremities, by 

. D. HUDSON M.D,, 




CLINTON HALL, (up steirs,) Eighth Street, or Astor 
JPlace, New York. 

FEET for Idmbs shortened by Hip Disease, an important 
apparatus, unique and comely. 

Soldiers provided with legs, without cost by Dr. H., the only one com- 
missioned by the Surgeon-General, U.S.A., for the Northern DUoision. 

Dr. H., having devoted Lis attention and practice for fourteen years to 
the subject of ArtlAcial Limbs, has made such Improvements upon the 
^Palmer Patent,^ the right to which Is his by purchase, as to render his 
treatment In this branch of surgery superlcnr to all others. The Surgical 
Adjuvant sent gratis. 

EEFEBEN0E8. 

WM- H. VaW BlTKKN, M.D., 



Valshtik* Mott, M.D., 
Willaud Pabkkb, M.D., 
J. M. Casnoohan, M.D., 
GuBDon Buck, M.D., 
F. H. Hamilton, M.D., Brigade 
Surgeon of U.S.A., 



Stkpbkk Smith, M.D^ 
Thomas Mabkoc, M.D., 
Jamrs B. Wood, M.Dy, « 
David P. SMtrk, M.D., Surgeon 
U.S.A. 



BOWDOIN COLLEGE. 

MEDICAL DEPAETMENT. 

The 44th Annual Coarse of Lectures In the Medical School of MAiifV 
at Bowdoin College, will commence February 26th, and continue sixteen 
weeks. Circulars containing ftill Information can be had on appllcatloii 
to the Secretary, at Wllllainstown, Mass., or to D. S. Conant M.D., 87 
East 24th street New York. 

P. A. CHADBOUENE, M.D., 

Secretary. 
Brunswick, October 9, 1668. 

T) uffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

JJ A MONTHLY PEBIODICAL. 

The Bnflhio Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Beviews, Cor- 
respondence, Army News, etc., etc ; including the usual variety of Medi- 
cal Periodical Publications. Specimen copies tent on application. Temts 
$2.00 a year, tf» advance, 

' J. F. MINEB, M.D., 

Editor Bi^iUo MetL and Sttrg. Jowr^ 

BuflUo, N. Y. 

BecenUy issttedj 'i27no.y 48 pages^ tvith 16 xUustraUons : priu 

25 cU, by maU postage free. 

The Mechanical Treatment of Angu- 

-L LAB CUBYATUBE, or Pott's Disease of the Spine. By a F. 
Taylor, M.D. 

Baxllxkrb Bbothiss, 440 Brosdwsy, N. Y. 

VACCINE 

Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this dty ; put up in 
the best form for transmission to any part of the world. Prices— single 
tube, 75 cts.; three, |2; single charge of eighth-day lymph, on pointed qulIlL 
15 cts; fifteen points, $1 ; single charge, on convex surface of section of 
quill, 90 cts. ; ten, $1. Crusts fhnn |l to $8 according to wei^t 

Address, Eastern Dispensary, 57 Essex Street, New York. 
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\t. Regis Water, irom Massena 

O SPEINGS, St Lawrence Co., N. Y. These waters are richly im- 
pregnated with medicinal salts, possessing Angular virtues as remedial 
agents in the treatment of the fullowtng cumpiaints >— Cutaneous Erup- 
tions, Bheumatism, Scrofbla, Affections of the Kidneys, Hysteria and 
all Female Irregularities, Constipation, Piles, etc 

McCOBD A PINE, PropHetort, 

^ Massena, N. Y. 

General Agency. 868 Bowery, cor. Fourth st, N. Y. dty. The bottled 
waten may be had ft'om all respectable Druggtsta. 

r. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 

MENT AT FLOBENCE, MASS, (near Northampton), Is pleasant- 
ly situated in a healthy mountain region, amply supplied with the purest, 
softest, and coldest granite water. Shady walks and drives; with pleasant 
views all around ; bowling alleys; boats ; billiard table ; pianos ; gymna»- 
Ucs ; several hundred feet of covered piazzas ; rooms all light and alrv ; 
diet plain, but nourishing, abundant and well prepared ; the whole of the 
Institute managed with care, order, and neatness. Dr. Munde, though the 
oldest disciple of Priessnitz, and one of the first writers on his qrstem, 
does not claim for it a greater scope than really belongs to it ; Init as a 
healthy Branch of the Healing Art, based entirely upon physiological 
plnclples, he considers It well worth the attention of the Profession, who 
ought not to confound the good cause with Its many bad advocates. 
¥or Tenns, etc, apply as above 

A Treatise on Pharmacy. — Designed 
as a Text-Book for the Student, and as a guide for the Ph vslolan and 
Pharmaoeutlst. Containing the oflidnal and many unoffidnal formulaSL 
and numerous examples of extemporaneous preaoiptions. Bj Edward 
Parrish. 8d Edition. 8vo. 1864. Price $5.00. 

For Sale by BAILLIEBB BBOTHEBS, 440 Broadway. 
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LECTURES ON 

GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE HEAD. 
By FRANK H. HAMILTON, M.D., 

PBOr. OF mUTART 8ITRGSKT AHD rRAOTinCEB AT BBLLKVUS H08P. XKD. 

OOLUCOB, AMD LONG ISLAND COLLK6B HOBPITAL ; SUBQSOK 

TO BBLLKTCS BOBPITAL ; LATB MXOIOAL IN8PBOTOB, 

U.8.A. 

LECTURE II.— PART IL 
Next, gentlemeD, let us consider those accidents which are 
still more serious, in which the ball has entered the head 
and passed entirely through, or in which large porlions of 
the brain have been removed. It is an observation of Mr. 
Guthrie, I believe, that the upper and back part of the brain 
receives an injury with less danger of fetal consequences 
than any other portions of the organ, and that the danger 
is increased proportionately as you pass forward, that is to 
say, an injury on the top of the head is more dangerous 
than the tirst-named ; that injuries of the anterior portions 
of the hemisphere are still more fatal ; but the most fatal 
of all are injuries of the base. 

If the symptoms plainly enough indicate that spiculae of 
bone are penetrating the dura mater or brain, it will be 
certainly your duty to remove, as far as possible, the offend- 
ing fragments, either by the use of the forceps, tlie levator, 
or the trephine. 

Here is another young man who has received a severe 

funshot injury of the head, and whose case will illustrate 
ow much nature can accomplish without aid from the sur- 
§eon. Corporal George W. Monk belongs to the 78th 
r.Y.V., 12th Corps, which corps has, under the command 
of General Slocum, done a great deal of hard fighting. The 
wound from which Corporal Monk is at present suffering 
was received at the battle of Chancellorsville May 4, 1863, 
nine months a^o. A ball entered the right parietal bone 
near its posterior-superior angle ; he fell to the ground in a 
state of insensibility, but he does not think he remained long 
in this condition ; when consciousness returned, he put his 
right hand to his head, and is quite certain that he passed 
his finger into the wound one or two inches. His lefl arm 
and both of his legs were at this moment paralysed. He 
remained upon the field three days, and on the third day, 
after having been exposed without shelter to a cold and 
drenching rain, he was seized with convulsions. The con- 
vulsions have occurred at intervals from that day until the 
present time, but the paralysis has disappeared entirely ex- 
cept from his left arm, and in this limb it remains in only a 
slight degree. Several fragments of bone, including both 
plates, have escaped from lime to time, but no surgical 
operation was ever made. The w.ound continues to dis- 
charge pos in a moderate quantity. The ball has never 
been found, and although we can scarcely doubt that it was 
withdrawn with his cap, which he says was perforated, yet 
it is possible that it remains within the skull. 

It is a point worthy of remark in this case, that at the 
end of three weeks a secondary haemorrhage took place, 
probably from the median meningeal artery, and which 
came near proving fatal It was finally arrested by plug- 
ging the wound with lint. About four weeks later a second 
basmorrhage occurred, but at this time it was more promptly 
arrested. 

At Sharpsburg, Va., I saw on the 11th of Oct, 1862, 
private D. A. Kemper of the 15th S. Carolina Regt. (Con- 
federate), who had been wounded at the battle of Antie- 
tam. A rifle ball had struck the back part of the occipital 
bone, a little to the left side, tearing up the flesh, breaKing 
and depressing slightly both tables of the skull. The ball 
lodged under the scalp, and was not found until the fourth 
day. No symptoms of injury to the brain have occurred ; 
and I found him on the twenty-fourth day walking about^ 
the wound nearly closed and feeling penectly well The 
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only surgical interference which had been practised was the 
removed of the ball from under the skin on the fourth day. 
The treatment had consisted in rest^ low diet) and cool 
water dressings. 

In the same hospital I found Lieut M. A. Grant^ of the 
12th N. Y. Cavahy, who had been wounded four weeks 
previously at South Mountain by the fragment of a shell 
The skull was fi'actured and slightly depressed. No at- 
tempt was made to lift the bones. He was delirious seve- 
ral days, and had convulsions on the sixth and seventh 
days ; but the delirium and convulsions ceased after a free 
bleeding from the temporal artery. When I visited the 
hospital he was improving rapidly, all signs of meningitis 
having long since disappeared. There was no paralysis, 
and the convulsions had not returned. 

As to the exact amount of injury which the brain may 
sustain without producing death we are unable to say; 
but it is surprising to note how much cerebral structure 
may be destroyed or removed in one instance without 
causing death, and on the other hand how slight a lesion of 
the same organ may result fatally. 

One of the most extraordinary cases of recovery upon 
record, probably, is that of the man Grage, who was shot 
through the head with a tamping iron, three feet seven 
inches in length, one inch and a quarter in diameter at its 
largest end, and weighing thirteen pounds and a quarter 

The accident occurred in 1848 ; and Dr. Harlow^ of Ca- 
vendish, Yt, in whose practice it took place, descnbed the 
wound as commencing just anterior to the ramus of the 
inferior maxilla, on the left side, taking a direction upwards 
and backwards towards the median line, and terminating at 
the junction of the coronal and sagittal sutures. In its 
course this huge mass of iron had traversed the lefl anterior 
lobe of the cerebrum, extensively fracturing the frontal and 
parietal bones, protruding the globe of the lefl eye from its 
socket by nearly one-half of its diameter, and lacerating the 
superior longitudinal sinus. In 1860 this man was still 
living and in the enjoyment of good health. 

This single example will suffice to illustrate what terrible 
injury the brain may suffer without causing death, or 
indeed entailing any serious consequences ; and you will 
be encouraged by it to hope for a suocessfiil issue in many 
of the most unpromising cases. 

If the ball has perforated the skull, and life is not extin- 
guished completely, you ought at once to examine the 
wound at the point of entrance in order that you may 
remove such small spiculse of bone as may lie near the 
orifice ; and if larger fragments are driven in they should 
be elevated, and, when they cannot be extricated other- 
wise, the trephine or Hey*8 saw should be applied. 

If any of the large sinuses have been opened the bleeding 
wiM generally be very profuse, but in most cases when 
there is a free external opening, it can be arrested, at least 
temporarily, by moderate pressure. 

A few days ago a lad, about ten years of age, was 
brought into the wards of Bellevue Hospital, whose skull 
had been fractured by the wheels of one of the street cars. 
I found him soon after the accident insensible and greatly 
exhausted by the loss of blood, which had been flowing 
freely from the lateral sinus. A large portion of the occi- 
pital bone had been broken up and torn away, but a loose 
migment was resting over the wound in the sinus. Dr. 
Lauderdale, the int^gent House Surgeon, had noticed 
that the weight of this fra^ent was sufficient to stop the 
bleeding, and tiiat when it was lifted by the forceps the 
blood flowed freely. I removed the fragment and exposed 
a laceration of the sinus more than half an inch in length ; 
but the bleeding was at once arrested completely by a 
pledget of Unt secured in place by a light turn of a roUer. 
The haemorrhage did not recur, but the patient died during 

the night 

If the bleeding is from an artery within the skull it will 
be found much more difficult to control, but it may 
sometimes be arrested by pressure made with the finger, 
the pressure being made from the inner surface of the ooni 
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mater towards the skull ; sometimes even a pledget of lint 
will control it, and in a few examples the great meningeal 
artery has been found so completely buried in the inner 
plate of the skull that a small wooden plug has served to 
arrest the hemorrhage. 

We ought not to omit to mention that in case the wound 
ia made by a round ball, and especially if it has been dis- 
charged at short range, the opening in the skull is fre- 
quently quite round and not larger than the ball itself. 
And in a few instances there will be found no line of frac- 
ture or of fissure extending from the circumference of the 
opening in any direction. We may see the same pheno- 
menon exemplified in the circular hole made through a 
pane of glass when a pistol ball is sent through with consi- 
derable force. If. however, the ball is moving slowly, or if 
it is a conical ball, the skull is liable to be more or less 
extensively broken, and especially at the point of exit 

We will suppose, next^ tnat the ball has penetrated the 
skull, but has not passed out. No counter-opening can be 
found, and it is fair to assume, as a general rule, that the 
missile remains within the skull, altnough it is certain in 
a few instances it has been accidentally drawn out by some 
portion of the cap or other portions of the clothing which 
covered the head. 

Surgeons have collected, after many years, a considerable 
number of examples in which balls have remained thus 
buried within the skull without causing death during many 
weeks or even months ; these balls l>Bing inclosed, as the 
autopsy finally shows, in perfectly formed membranous 
cysts. 

When the army of the Potomac advanced towards Fair- 
fax Court House, on the 29th of Sept 1861, we found living 
near Munson*s Hill a man named Mortimer, belonging to 
the class called here " Poor Whites " who, being suspected 
of being firiendly to the Union, and of conveying informa- 
tion to our pickets, had been snot at his own door by the 
Confederates. This happened the next week after the Zou- 
aves took possesion of Alexandria, some time in June, I 
think, of the year 1861, and he had never been able until 
now to obtain any surgical advice. He stated to me that 
he received at the same mpment three buckshot, one of 
which entered the ri^ht shoulder, one the left shoulder, and 
one penetrated the skull near the middle of the forehead. 
None of these shot had ever been removed, but those in his 
shoulders gave him no inconvenience. The first eflfect of 
the injury to his head was to render him unconscious, but 
from this condition he soon recovered, and has been able 
ever since to walk about a little ; walking; fast, however, 
or stooping down occasioned severe vertigo. The same 
effect was produced by any mental excitement His limbs 
were weak, but not paralysed. He informed me that he 
felt a weight or sensation in the back of his head as if the 
shot was there. The wound was still discharging, and 
whenever it dosed, as it did occasionally for a short time, 
his symptoms were greatly aggravated. I saw this man 
again on the 26th of Jan., 1862, about eight months after 
the receipt of the injury, and found that no material change 
had taken place in his condition. 

In a Philadelphia journal for 1858 we read as follows: — 
" A man named Courshan was yesterday convicted in the 
Court of Quarter Sessions of an assault and battery with 
intent to kilL A number of colored men got into a street 
brawl about a woman, and one of them fired a pistol at 




where his wound was dressed without the ball being 
extracted, and the sufferer was left to die. But he did not 
die. In the course of time he got well, and he has ac- 
tually gone to sea with a slug in his brain.** 

Hennen mentions that he has seen " no less than five 
eases where a ball has lodged in the substance of the cere- 
brum without immediately producing a fatal event" Law- 
ranee found a pistol bullet in the Drain of a young man 
whieb bad entered the roof of the orbit, and, having tra- 



versed the anterior part of the cerebrum, was arrested by 
the skull near the coronal suture. He had survived the 
injury two weeks without presenting one single symptom 
to indicate that the brain was injurea. 

Guthrie relates that, " during the war with the United 
StateS) in 1814, a soldier in Canada was struck by a ball 
which lodeed in the posterior part of the side of the head ; 
the wound healed, and the man returned to duty. Twelve 
months afterwards, having got drunk, he fell in the streets 
of Montreal and died. The ball was found lying on the 
corpus callosum, where it had made a hole or sac for 
itself." The same writer mentions a similar case in whicl^ 
the ball having been received at the battle of Waterloo, 
the man got well and went home, but in a fit of intoxica- 
tion he suddenly fell dead. The ball was found lodged in 
a cvst in the posterior lobe of the brain. 

1 have taken the pains to relate to you carefully a few of 
these remarkable examples in order that you may see the 
possibility of the patient^s surviving a certain length of 
time, even though the ball should not be removed, and to 
impress upon you the necessity of enjoining upon such 
persons strict habits of temperance, and tlie avoidance of 
all sources of mental or physical excitement. It is easily 
seen that the results do not warrant a surgeon in permit- 
ting a ball to remain, whenever it is possible to accomplish 
its removal. 

If you are curious in these matters, you may find addi- 
tional cases collected by Mr. South in his notes to Chelius*s 
Surgery, the longest period during which the patient sur- 
vived being eighteen months. This was in the instance 
mentioned by Langlet The ball weighed seven drachms. 

What, then, shall you do if a ba)l has entered the skull 
and has lodged ? Will you introduce a probe and explore 
fireely until it is found ? Will you trephine the skull, so as 
to enlarge the external opening, and then proceed to search 
for the ball more thoroughly? Certainly not. In the 
first place the ball has not always passed through the brain 
in the same direction in which it entered. This portion of 
a skull, taken from a soldier who was killed at the battle of 
Fair Oaks, on the first of June, 1862, will illustrate this 
statement The specimen was presented to me by Dr. 
Swinburne of Albany. This ball, a conical ball as you will 
see, entered the skull somewhat obliquely, and its side 
coming in contact with the opposite mar^n of the broken 
bone, it was immediately deflected from its original course, 
and its track through the brain was found to be at a consi- 
derable angle with the line of its entrance. When the 
ball struck upon the opposite margin of the broken skull, 
it was nearly cut in two, but it stiU retained sufficient mo- 
mentum to traverse the brain to its base. 

Moreover, the natural structure of the brain is so soft 
and fragile that when you introduce a probe it is almost 
impossible to determine whether you are following the 
track of the ball or not If the probe falls in by its own 
weight it is probably following the ball, but if it requires 
some force to move it forward, you cannot be certain where 
it is going. The finger is a safer instrument^ but even this 
may be plunged into the structure of the brain without 
your being conscious of your error. 

It is pretty certain, also, that a ball which has been pro- 
jected with sufficient force to enter the cranium will have 
enough force remaining to penetrate very deeply, if not 
entirely through the brain. 

Larrey once traced out and removed, by a counter- 
opening made with the trephine, a ball which had passed 
several inches along the course of the superior longitudinal 
sinus ; and some other cases are mentioned in which a ball 
has been found and successfully extracted which lay quite 
deep within the structure of the brain. It is much more 
common, however, to find examples of successful removal 
recorded in which the missile has merely entered the skull 
and has been found upon the dura mater. In such cases, 
if the opening is not sufficiently large to enable the ope- 
rator to extract the bidl, the trephine may be required. 

Dr. Hann, Surgeon U.SA.., relates a case in which he 



AflMrieui Mtdfoal TfauM. 



8KANE ON FEIGNED DISEASE. 



F«b^ K, 1864. 99 



found the ball resting upon the dura mater, directly under 
the fikulL He trephined the man, removed Uie ball, and 
the recovery was complete. 

Among the results of gunshot injuries of the head I 
must not omit to mention convtUiions, and which occur 
under such a variety of circumstances that it is not venr 
eas^ to explain their exact pathology. They occur at all 
penods of time, from the moment of the receipt of injury 
to the latest day of life ; in many instances the first attack 
is after the lapse of ten or fifteen years, but when convul- 
sions have once occurred, they are prone to continue dur- 
ing life. My observation leaos me to think that after gun- 
shot accidents they are most likely to make their accession 
between the third or fourth and tenth day, or at the time 
of the accession of inflammation of the meninges, or of 
the brain. In the great proportion of cases, also, frag- 
ments of bone have been found pressing inwards upon the 
brain. Sometimes the pressure of extravasated blood has 
seemed to be the only provocation, and, at a later day, 
effusions of serum or of pus. It may be proper to infer, 
perhaps, that in all these cases irritation, established either 
directly or indirectly, is the cause of the convulsive muscu- 
lar contractions. 

I will cite a few illustrative examples. Two have 
already been mentioned, namely, the case of Lieut Grant, 
in whom the convulsions commenced on the sixth day, but 
ceased on the following day after a free bleeding firom the 
temporal artery. The skull was slightly depressed, but no 
attempt was ever made to change its position. The second 
case was that of Corporal Monk, in whom the convulsions 
began on the third day, and still continued after the lapse 
of nine months : it is possible, I informed you, that in 
this case the ball remains within the brain. 

James McEabe, of the 4th N.Y.Y., was wounded on the 
17th of September, 1862, at Antietam, by a ball which 
grazed the right parietal bone, breaking and slightly de- 
pressing the £ftgments. No surrical operation was then 
made. On the fourth day he had convulsions; his surgeon 
removed the broken pieces, the convulsions ceased, and 
when I saw him, at FredericK City, Md., four weeks later, 
thej had not returned, but a paralysis of his left side re- 
mamed. 

Serffeant Monroe Halloway, of the 67th Ohio Vols., was 
wounded at Fort Wagner August 18, 1863, by the 
fra^^ment of a shell, which fractured the ri^ht parietal bone 
at its superior and posterior angle, producing a slight de- 
pression. He was for a time unconscious, but soon reco- 
vered. After the lapse of about forty-eignt hours he be- 
gan to have convulsions, and they continued a week or 
more. The fragments were then removed, and the con- 
vulsions ceased. Four months afterwards I ' found the 
wound still open, but the convulsions had never returned; 
be had no paralysis and was walking about ; indeed, he 
declared that he felt weU. 

In the foUowing example partial convulsions were pro- 
duced by an attempt to remove the broken pieces. 

Private Edmund Gordon was shot while on picket 
duty near Yorktown, Va., on September 18, 1862, the 
ball breaking in the skull near the anterior-inferior angle 
of the parietal bone of the left side. He remained all 
night on the ground. When he reached the hospital he 
was unable to speak, but he seemed conscious and could 
walk. The loss of the power of speech, together with 
the depression of the fn^gments, seemed to authorize the 
use of the trephine. .^Jler having removed a circular 
piece of bone, and while lifting the depressed fragments, 
the left side of his face became violently convulsed, but 
this ceased when the fra^ent was removed. A pretty 
free hemorrhage, which immediately occurred from the 
middle meningeal artery, ceased spontaneously in a few 
minutes, apparently from the pressure of the brain firom 
within. Two days after I found him doing well, but I 
have not heard firom him since. 
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FEIGNED DISEASE AND ITS DIAGNOSIS, 

AB OCCUBBINO IN MILITABT FBACTICE. 

Bt ALEX. J. 0. SKANE, M.D. 

Diagnosis, or the recognition of disease, is well known to 
be a branch of the science of medicine which requires talent 
and thorough education on the part of the physician or sur- 
geon. It being the basis of medicine as a practical art, no 
one can hope for success in the treatment of disease, who is 
ignorant of where and what the disease is, no matt^ how 
extensive his knowledge of therapeutics may be. There 
are. and perhaps ever will be, cases in which it is difficult, 
ana even impossible, to say with Certainty what the disease 
is, and yet remedies may be used to advantage in relieving 
the sufferer; but^ firom the advancement made in this 
branch of the science within the last half century, few 
diseases cannot be recognised by the skilful diagnostician, 
providing the objective symptoms be correctly alforded by 
the patient. In civil practice there is generally no difficulty 
in obtaining a truthful history of the patient's condition and 
feelings, which is an important part of the data from which 
almost every diagnosis is formed ; and, when we consider 
the importance of objective symptoms, it is at once apparent 
how much the difficulty is enhanced when these symptoms 
are unattainable, or falsely presented, which occasionally 
occurs in military practice, where feigned disease is by no 
means uncommon with those who would avoid unpleasant 
duties. 

Medical education generally is calculated to prepare men 
for civil practice, and but little attention is given to feigned 
disease ; the young surgeon, therefore, finds that he has a 
new and important lesson to learn in diagnosis when he 
engages in military service. Though there are cases of 
feigned disease which cannot be detected, yet, by giving 
attention to the subject, much can be accompMied, and the 
m^ingerer*s chances of escape greatly limited. Indeed, at a 
time not fu remote, the diagnosis of thoracic disease was 
more obscure than ever feigned disease was or could be ; but 
now those affections are as well understood and as readily 
diagnpsed as any class of diseases ; and there is little doubt 
that, if the attention of the profession were fully given to the 
subject, malingerers would receive their just treatment, and 
the really sick would be less liable to suffer, while the sur- 
geon would be saved from frequent causey of embarrassment 
and regret 

The cause of feigned disease is common to military life, 
for it is seldom met in private practice. .Fear of the Mttle- 
fidd, and the hardships of camp-life, are doubtless the prin- 
cipal causes: and it appears to be a growing evil, as old 
soldiers ana old men make the best malingerers. The 
clinical history of feigned disease of course varies with 
every case, but there are some general indications of it which 
are common to many cases, and furnish an important guida 
to the surgeon. If a patient complains of pain, he often 
locates it where pain is seldom felt, and it has no relation to 
the clinical history of any known affection ; in other wo^'ds, 
it is not assooiated wim any other symptoms, nor does 
the general condition of the patient ^ve any .indication 
of its existence. As. for example, a patient who was latdy 
under my care complainecl of great pain in the gastric region, 
brought on, as he stated, by an injury. The description of 
the pain was like that sometimes given by patients 
a^ected with gastric derangement; but he had also ^reat 
tenderness on pressure, and pain on moving in any direc- 
tion. No ii\jury of the abdominal muscles could be detected ; 
the appetite and nutrition generally were, to all appearance, 
in very good condition. A dose of'^morplune was given and 
repeated, but the pain continued the same. The patient 
was always very anxious to impress the turgaon with the 
idea that he suffered greatly, but whan reoommanded for 
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duty, and told that he must leave in a few days, his com- 
plaints decreased, and he speedily recovered. 

DurctHon of pom, with no other concomitant evidence of 
disease, is an important symptom. Days, weeks, and even 
months they will continue to complain of pain in the knee- 
joint, back, or chest, without any cnange for better or worse, 
and without presenting any other symptoms of disease. 
Now, we seldom find either general or local disease remain- 
ing for any great length of time without showing other evi- 
dence of its presence than pain. Pain and loss of motion 
often continue for a long time after gunshot wounds and 
other injuries of that class, but in such cases the cause is 
apparent Continued local pain is enough to excite 8uq)i- 
cion; and, if no relief is obtained from strong sedative 
applications, is probably an instance of feigned disease. Men 
who feign disease, though they play their parts very well, 
are apt to become slightly embarrassed if questioned closely: 
they seldom describe their condition with the same ease ana 
freedom that a really sick man does, though they complain 
a n-eat deal more. I have also noticed that, afler giving a 
fuU account of -their condition, on being asked if 3iat was 
all that troubled them, they almost always think of some- 
thing more. Malingerers will ^ve a list of symptoms that, 
'Were they genuine, would indicate the presence of every 
common disease. 

Patn, with no other indication of disease, most frequently 
occurs in neuralgia ; and in examining malingerers the sur- 
geon is led to suspect that affection ; but they have tender- 
ness on pressure, however carefully it is made, which is not 
common in affections of the nervous system ; hence it be- 
comes an important symptom of feigned disease. There is 
a rule in cknical medicine that should ever be borne in 
mind by the military surgeon — ^which is, that important 
diseases are, in most cases, easily diagnosed if the proper 
means be employed ; and if there is no other evidence of 
disease than the testimony of the patient, there is good 
reason for believing that none exists. 

There are three classes of feigned disea.se — Ist Disease 
exaggerated or* prolonged by cultivation; 2d, produced; 
and 3d, purely feigned. The form of feigned disease, which 
is perhaps the most troublesome to the surgeon, is that in 
which there is some slight affection existing, which is 
greatly exaggerated by the patient. Malingerers make the 
most of their trivial ailments, and, instead of trying to im- 
prove their condition, they cultivate disease so far as they 
know how. If a man^ who is predisposed to feigned disease, 
receives a slight sprain which unfits him for duty for a time, 
he is allowed to rest, and is treated according to the indica- 
tions; but when the time comes for him to exercise the 
limb, in order to gain strength, he refuses to do so, giving 
as a reason that it causes great pain ; the hmb, therefore, 
continues weak and useless for want of the exercise which 
he refuses. A case of this nature is now under my observa- 
tion. The patient states that he suf^tained an injury of the 
hmb ten months ago, which consisted of a simple sprain of 
the rectus femoris. He continued to rest the limb long 
after the swelling and all symptoms of the injury had dis- 
appeared, positively refusing to exercise it He now walks 
round the hospital wards for his own pleasure, but carefully 
avoids exercismg the limb enough to regain strength. The 
limb has been repeatedly examined by several surgeons, but 
no evidence of any lesion can be detected, except that the 
limb is slightly atrophied, the result of inaction of tne muscles. 
In order to confirm the diagnosis, he was ordered a liniment 
of tr. opii, chloroform, and accnite, and told that it might 
cause a little more pain for a time, but that finally it would 
afford relief. The liniment was used most thoroughly, 
but without making the slightest difference, according to his 
word. That appeared almost proof positive that no pain of 
any amount existed, for the same treatment would have 
given marked relief in acute rheumatism or sciatica. 

This form of malingering, which consists in the prolonga- 
tion of disease by encouraging the symptoms, genenuly 
■bows itself in lameness ; and if, on a careful examination, 
there are no organic lesions found, the history of the cas^ 



should be fully obtained, which will often betray the patient 
The location of the pain may not correspond with the 
mechanism of the lamenes& or the pain complained of may 
be altogether too great The length of tim'e the disease has 
continued should be noted, strong sedative Uniments should 
be made, and the patient's report of their effect consulted. 
If the disease has been of long duration, and there are no 
signs of organic lesions present, with an incorrect clinical 
history, and no relief is obtained from treatment, there is little 
doubt that the case is one of feigned disease. These means 
are generally sufficient in cases of lameness of the extremi- 
ties and what is known as lame-back ; alliiough in cases 
where there is pain and weakness of the back complained 
of, there are other points worthy of notice. 

Soldiers, like other men who are subject to hard labor, 
have occasionally pain and weakness of the back, which 
they exaggerate in the history they give ; and in some cases 
this is purely feigned. 

It is very common to see men who appear in perfect 
health bent nearly at right angles, who pretend that they 
are unable to stand erect, and have constant pain in the 
lumbar region, but have none of the signs of spinal disease. 
Now, when there is organic disease of the spine, sufficient 
to cause lameness, it is generally accompanied by well marked 
symptoms, so that in the diagnosis of feigned disease it is 
easy to exclude it; and when that is done, there is little else 
to suspect than neuralgia; and if the patient is otherwise 
healthy a little exercise is as likely to cure as increase that 
affection, £0 that there is little danger of error in treatment 
By visiting the patient when he is asleep it may be observed 
that, though he could by no means stand erect, he can lie 
with comfort in a straight position, which he could not do 
in disease of the spine. The use of ether is an important 
means of diagnosis in these cases. I have recently seen 
two men, who pretended to suffer from lame back, brought 
under the influence of ether, and, though they exercised all 
the muscles of the body violently wnile excited by the 
ether, they had no additional trouble afterwards, as they 
undoubtedly would have had if affected with any organic 
disease. Chest affections are frequently exaggerated by 
malingerers; but in most of those cases the surgeon, if 
skilled in diagnosis by physical signs, cannot be deceivea in 
such affections as phthisis in the advanced stage, pleurisy, 
bronchitis, or cardiac lesions; but it is often dimcult to 
ascertain to what extent a patient suffers firom emphysema 
or asthma when physical signs alone are to be depended 
upon. The same may be said of incipient phthisis. When 
the physical signs of nny of those diseases are present, and 
the patient exaggerates the clinical history, and voluntarily 
renders the breathing more labored, the surgeon is very 
likely to be led astray. I had an opportunity of examining 
a malingerer who pretended to be very much distressed by 
dyspnoea with pain in the chest He had a very healthy 
appearance, and a well developed chest. Careful examina- 
tions were made by several surgeons, who found no other 
physical signs of disease than feeble ve^cular respiration 
with increased resonance at the apex of the left hmg ; but 
neither of those was well marked, and it required very careful 
examination to detect them. The patient received his dis- 
charge, and, upon learning the fact, he soon recovered, 
proving that the disease, to a great extent^ was feigned. 
The question in such cases is not what the disease is, but to 
what extent the patient suffers, and how far his faculties are 
impaired. These points in diagnosis cannot always be settled 
satisfactorily, nor is it in all cases absolutely necessary that 
they should be, as there is now a middle position in the army 
for those who are partially unable for duty. Since the 
Invalid Corps has been established such cases are more 
easily disposed of, both to the credit of the patient, and satis- 
faction of the surgeon. 

Deafness, myopia, chronic rheumatism, goitre, hcemcr' 
rhoids, varicocele, dyspepsia, and palpitation of the heart, 
are diseases frequently exaggerated, but in such cases the 
surgeon can generally ascertain to what extent the patient 
sufi'ers; and in cases where he cannot do so, but is satisfied 
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that he is affected to some extent, and is not improved by 
treatment^ he becomes a subject for the invalid corps. 
These will be jaoticed more particularly in connexion with 
purely feigned disease. 

Produced diseases are neither very numerous nor common, 
and, as their diagnoses are in general easily made, they may 
be briefly considered here. 

Diarrhcea may be produced by the use of cathartic 
medicines. When a patient states that he has diarrhoea, 
and at the same time appears healthy, he should be ordered 
to use a night-chair ; and if the evacuations are free, and 
appear as if produced by medicine, the surgeon may justly 
caa<«e him to continue the use of tne night-chair, and give 
astringents, which will soon settle the diagnosis. 

Vomiting is practised occasionally. 1 f the matter vomited 
is of a normal character, and the patient is healthy in ap- 
pearance, there is good reason for sjspicion, and careml 
watching will soon cure the patient of the practice. 

Oonorrhcea is said to be produced at times. When such 
is Uie case it is readily diagnosed. There are some who can 

E reduce stricture of the urethra, which, on passing a 
ougie, may appear like an organic stricture. By the use 
of an anaesthetic the presence or absence of stricture may 
be readily proved. 

Swelling of <Ae extremities may be produced by the use of 
a ligature, or by sitting or lying with the limbs crossed. 
If this cannot be detected by watching, the lower part of 
the limb should be carefully bandaged, when the swelling 
will disappear. 

Ulcers and eruptions of the skin may be produced, but 
there is little difficulty in distinguishing a traumatic affec- 
tion from real disease. 

We purpose to notice only a few of the most common 
of purely feigned diseases, and briefly give some of the 
most important points in their diagnosis, taking them in 
the following order : — 

Ist. Feigned diseases of the special senses ; 2d. Of the 
brain and nervous system ; 3d. Diseases of the thoracic and 
vocal organs; 4th, of the abdominal organs; 5th, of the 
genito-urinary organs ; 6th, of the extremities. 

Deafness Partial or Complete.-^Those who suffer from 
deafness have a peculiar expression or general appearance ; 
and the tone of voice is low and monotonous, which malin- 
gerers cannot imitate. A very good method is to talk in 
the presence of the patient of something of interest to him, 
and notice afterwards if he has learned the subject of your 
remarks. I recently noticed a case in point A patient 
who feigned deafness was examined by a board of surgeons, 
when one of them stated, in a very low tone, that the 
patient was a humbug. The man was sent to his ward, 
and when asked what the surgeons said to him, he repeated 
the surgeon's remark. Spe&ing to the patient when he 
is not aware of your presence, will often expose the decep- 
tion. 

Myopia. — ^Feigned myopia may be detected by the use 
of biconcave glasses. Another very good means recom- 
mended by some is to ask the patient to read with his nose 
touching the page, which can be done by the near-sighted, 
but not by those with normal eyesight. 

Amaurosis. — ^The diagnosis of this disease can be made 
out readily by the use of the ophthalmoscope, which should 
be used in all cases where there is suspicion. 

Ptosis. — This disease is seldom feigned, but, when it is, 
it may be detected by surprising the patient, by proposing 
an operation, by an electric shock, or by careful watching. 
Among diseases of the brain and nervous system, heada<£e 
may be noticed, because, when headache is complained of 
without any obvious symptoms, the diagnosis generally 
rests between neuralgia and feigned disease. If headache 
continues for any length of time, where all the functions of 
the system are normal, there is but little doubt that it is 
feigned, because even neuralgia will not continue long 
without producing some visible change in the system. 

Hemiplegia^ Paraplegia, and Paralysis of one or more of 
the Extremities. — These forms of feigned disease are easily 



detected. By surprising the patient, he can generally be 
made to exercise his will sufficiently to show that the parts 
are movable. By the use of ether they may be made to 
move during the stage of excitement. 

Epilepsy. — This is one of the most troublesome forms of 
feigned disease to detect. The well established symptoms 
of the real disease should be kept in mind, and notice taken 
if they are present during the paroxysm. Some irritating 
substance should be placed in the nose or eyes, which may 
take effect. Sternutatories will answer very well, or a 
needle may be thrust under the finger-nail for a little way, 
which will make the subject respond if he is a malingerer. 
All these means require that the surgeon should see the 
patient during the paroxysms, which renders the disease 
difficult to diagnose. 

Aphonia. — The only feigned disease of the vocal organs 
worthy of notice is aphonia, cases of which are quite com- 
mon. By placing the patient under the influence of ether 
the diagnosis can generally be made, although, should the 
patient fail to speak, it is not proof positive that aphonia 
exists. The treatment of chronic laryngitis may be em- 
ployed, which will, perhaps, make a speedy cure. But any 
other expedient will seldom be necessary after the use of 
ether. 

Thoracic Diseases. — Apart from exaggerated diseases of 
the chest, which have been already noticed, there is gene- 
rally very little trouble in diagnosis, provided the surgeon 
is well acquainted with the physical signs of thoracic dis- 
ease. It may be supposed by those who have given but 
little attention to the subjec.t that percussion and ausculta- 
tion are branches of medical science seldom called into use 
in military practice; but it is altogether otherwise. Real 
and feigned diseases of the thorax are met with every day 
in the practice of the military surgeon ; and those who dm 
rely on their knowledge of diagnosis by physical signs, find 
but httle trouble in doing justice to tne really sick, and in 
detecting malingerers. Incipient phthisi ris difficult to dia- 
gnose, but those affected with it seldom feign disease or ex- 
aggerate their symptoms. Intercostal neuralgia is common 
among soldiers, and presents no physical signs ; but, unless 
it is sufficient to impair the patient's general health, it 
should not excuse him from duty, because that affection, in 
its mildest form, can be as well treated when a man is doing 
duty as when in hospital, and perhaps better. 

Diseases of the Abdominal Organs. — Swelling of the ab- 
domen is often feigned or produced temporarily by causing 
depression of the diaphragm, and bending the spinal column 
forward. In such cases percussion will show that the ab- 
dominal organs are normal, or that there is no ascites ; and 
by giving an emetic, or causing the inhalation of ether, the 
sw^ng will disappear. Hepatic and other diseases of 
the abdominal organs are sometimes complained of ; but 
those diseases present unmistakable symptoms when they 
are present, so that deception is easily detected. 

Diarrhcea. — ^When this disease is feigned it can be de- 
tected by the means noticed in connexion with produced 
diarrhoea. 

Hcemorrhoids.^-When internal haemorrhoids are feigned, 
all that is required to detect their presence or absence is 
a^eculum examination. 

IXseases of the Oenito- Urinary Organs. — Soldiers can 
feign diseases of the kidneys without being readily detected, 
when the surgeon has not at hand every means of diagno- 
sis ; but, when chemical tests and the microscope are to be 
had for the examination of urine, there is little trouble in 
diagnosing feigned disease of the kidneys. 

McBmaturia. — Haematuria is simulated by mixing blood 
from the gums. Or obtained in some convenient way with the 
urine. By causing the patient to pass his urine in pre- 
sence of the surgeon, the diagnosis can be settled. 

Painful Micturition. — ^When this is feigned, the diagnosis 
is difficult. The usual diagnostic means should be employ- 
ed to ascertain if there is any disease of the urinary organs. 
If none can be observed, the patient should be watched to 
see if he shows any signs of pain during micturition, when 
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he believes himself unnoticed. I had a man under my care 
recently who pretended to have symptoms of cystitis with 
painful micturition ; bnt, on the most careful examiuationj I 
could find no satisfactory evidence of the disease. A bougie 
was introduced ; and passing the instrument along the ure- 
thra the patient complained of severe pain, which decreased 
on reachmg the bladder. I concluded that there was no 
cystitis, but there may have been some inflammation of the 
urethra. The urethra was injected with sulphate of zinc, 
two grains to one ounce of water, which annoyed the pa- 
tient very mucb, but cured his painful micturition almost 
immediately, leaving little doubt in my mind that the dis- 
ease was altogether feigned. 

Incontinence of Urine, — ^When the patient has been for 
some time interested in some exercise or amusement, a 
catheter should be passed, when urine may be found in the 
bladder. Giving a full dose of opium, and passing a 
catheter after he has been asleep for some time, is a good 
means of settling the question. 

Lameneis, — ^Under this head chronic rheumatism may be 
noticed. Feigned rheumatism is hard to diagnose with 
certainty; but the proper treatment of that affection, which 
ought to be vigorously pursued when there is room for 
suspicion, will generally convince the patient that the " cure 
is worse than the disease," and he will probably have a 
spesdy recovery. Pain in the extremities^ causmg lame- 
ness, has been noticed already. Anchylosis of joints and 
contraction of muscles, when feigned, may be readily ex- 
posed by the use of anesthetics. 

In the general treatment of malingerers, the surgeon will 
find that by manifesting an unremitting interest in their 
wel&re, he will be likely to have success, for it is hard for 
any one to persist in deceiving one whose skill and treat- 
ment demand respect ; and nothing can be more unplea- 
sant to a malingerer than the constant and careful attention 
of a medical officer. 



CHRONIC DIARRHCEA 

nr THE ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND, 

By H H GARDNER, M.D., U.S.A. 

The fact that the Federal army has as much to dread 
from chronic diarrhoea as fi*om rebel bullets, is a suffi- 
cient excuse for the few remarks that I prop<>S6 to sub- 
mit for the consideration of your readers. And here I 
must premise, that my views are founded only on obser- 
vations in the Army of the Cumberland. In other loca^ 
lities the disease known by the same name may differ 
from that here. 

In this locality, it owes its origin to two distinct causes : 
scurvy and miasmatic influences. In both, the system is 
vitiated before the disease commences ; but^ from different 
causes Or by poisons, the one generated within the sys- 
tem, and the other without; or, in other words, it is 
always constitutional with a local comphcation. And 
what is most remarkable in the disease is, that both 
scurvy and miasmatic fever should have so strong a ten- 
dency to produce muco-enteritis. At the commencement, 
it is easy to distinguish to which class the disease pro- 
perly belongs ; but later they gradually assimilate to each 
other. Still, after the lapse of months, for the most part 
the two forms of the disease may be distinguished the 
one from the other. 

When it has a scorbutic origin, it generally comes on 
gradoflJly; though sometimes ita advent is sudden, espe- 
cially after an^ undue exertion of mind or body, or 
whatever else disturbs the general health — as a battle, a skir- 
mish, or hard marching. The tongue is dean, or but 
slightly furred, though in most cases swollen or flabby ; the 
gums are also swollen, and. as the disease progresses, often 
become sore and bleed from slight causes; the stools, 
though frequent, are in color but slightly changed, and in 
consistency thin, not often watery ; the countenance, often 
after the lapse of weekai and even months, looks ruddy ; 
the natural color of the cheeks and lips remains ; and the 



pulse is but UtUe changed fi*om that of health. At the 
same time the patient complains of numerous ** pains, aches, 
hurts, and miseries" in almost every part of bis body to 
which his mind is directed, and shows great reluctance 
to exertion, either physical or mentaL In fact, his appear- 
ance is often such as to induce other than a practisea eye 
to believe he is " playing off." When it arises from miasm, 
it commences, as miasmatic fevers usually do, either as 
intermittent or remittent All of the chills, pains, and 
aches common to this form of fever are present, accom- 
panied with a disposition to bilious diarrhoea. The coun* 
tenance is depressed ; eyes suuken : expression wan ; the 
cheeks and lips pale; and, as the aisease progresses, the 

Eatient emaciates rapidly ; the stools are sometimes light, 
ut oflener of a dark-brown color and watery. Afler a 
short time the exacerbation of fever ceases, and we have in 
its stead a periodic diarrhoea, returning usually in the latter 
part of the day or in the night time. This fever often at- 
tacks officers, and those on post dutv who have been well 
supplied with fresh meat and vegetables ; but does not as 
often terminate in chronic diarrhoea, as those who have 
been in the field and lived on " hard tack" and salt pork ; 
which leaves us to believe that, in most instances, what we 
have called scorbutus has something to do in producing it. 
Still there are cases which cannot be charged to scurvv ; 
but their number is small. The distinction between the 
two forms consists in the character of the fasces, in the 
periodicity, in the appearance of the tongue and gums, and 
m the rapidity of emaciation. If it arises from scurvy, the 
stools are not greatly changed in color, are thin, not very 
foetid ; the tongue, in a majority of instances, unless in the 
last stages, is clean ; but the gums are often swollen and 
spongy ; tne countenance is fresh ; lips red ; and emaciation 
progresses slowly. 

If from miasm, the stools are foetid and watery ; the 
tongue furred: gums natural; the countenance wan; lips 
and cheeks pale ; and the patient emaciates rapidly. As the 
two forms call for a different treatment or for dinerent re- 
medies, it is essential that the proper distinction or dia- 
gnosis should be made. 

K the disease be fever, and in the earlv stage, a full dose 
of calomel (if not contra indicated), and, if necessary, re- 
peated, '^ not to produce excessive saUvaUoh or mercurial 
gangrene,*^ but to prevent mucous ulceration of even the 
mouth and fauces with chronic diarrhoea. Full doses of 
quinine will then cure the fever. And if a mild tonic and 
stimulating course be pursued, all danger of diarrhoea will 
soon be over. 

But, if the diarrhoea arise from scurvy, there is great 
danger of its becoming chronia Now your calomel 
and quinine will do no good, and may do much mischief 
Opiates may be called for ; but the main dependence must 
be on fi*esh meat and vegetables. Potatoes, green tuples, 
peaches^ and pears, if they can be obtained and used as 
food, will soon cure it; porter, wine, or perhaps whiskey 
may facilitate a cure. Good broiled steak, scalded with 
mush or com bread, and, in the absence of fresh 
fruit, canned fruit or the vegetable jellies, are useful 
When the disease becomes chronic, especially in the army, 
do not, if you expect or desire to save the life of the patient, 
put him on dry diet 

One word in regard to climate. Many have recovered 
on being sent North to their homes; yet I do not think 
that climate has much to do with the recovery. They go 
home, live on fresh vegetables, and ^soon recover. The 
same would happen here^ were the diei the same. 

With plenty of potatoes, com meal or hominy, with a 
moderate allowance of fruit for the soldiers in camp to be 
used as diet, the most dreadful enemy that we have to 
contend with — scurvy and its consequent, or raiher one of 
its /orm«— will be banished the army. But, without 
these or some of them, all the medicines in the " Army 
Supply-Table" will be but poor weapons with which to 
combat this formidable enemy. 

I have recently learned that scurvy has again shown it- 
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self in the Armj of the Cumberland. Unless the army is 
soon furnished with fresh meat, com meal, potatoes, onions, 
sonr-crout, and canned or dried fruit, or some of them, in 
abundance, as soon as warm weather approaches, — and that 
is now dose upon us in this latitude — our hospitals, yes, 
and graTeyards, too, will be filled to overflowing with our 
brave soldiers. "With plenty of these, we need have UtUe 
fear of scurvy or of " ehr<mic diarrhceOy" which is htUanoVier 
name /or i?ie same disease. 

Leaving the dictates of humanity out of the question, 
and reducing it to a mere question of dollars and cents, 
would it not be economy for the (Government to provide in 
time against this fearful scourge ? The great triumph of 
the war has been the banishment of yellow fever from New 
Orleans. A still greater one is before us — the banishment 
oi chronic diarrhtta from our camps. Shall it be done 7 

Hasbtius, Jan. 19^ IBM. 

CASE OF EXPULSION OF TAPE-WORM. 
Bt p. J. FARNSWORTH, M.D., 

LYONS, IOWA. 

The following case of expulsion of tape-worm, by means 
of the pumpkin-seeds treatment^ shows its efficacy so 
decidedly, that it is worth recording : — ^A gentleman inci- 
dentally mentioned to me that his tittle boy, a puny lad of 
four years, had passed some joints of tape- worm. Said he 
had given him as large doses of turpentine as be deemed 
prudent, and had given him worm medicine, containing 
santonine, without any effect He had given him whiskey 
punch on one or two occasions, until the lad was quite 
ratoxicated, which was followed by the expulsion of a few 
joints of the worm. Not wishing to push so equivocal a 
remedy, he was hesitating what to do next. I had iust 
been reading an article of Dr. Hasbrouck's on the employ- 
ment of pumpkin seeds for the expulsion of tssnia. The 
boy was of a pale, cachectic appearance, with a capricious 
appetite, and the father was f^uful that he might take a 
dislike to the emulsion, or confection, before enough had 
been taken. I advised him to try an infusion. Tho boy 
had taken no medicine for several days. His father took 
the seeds from two ordinary-sized common pumpkins, say 
four ounces, and made a decoction of about a pint, sweet- 
ened it, and gave it finely to the boy to drinl^ keeping him 
on his ordinary diet The first ni^ht afber taking the 
decoction there was a very decided diuretic effect At the 
end of the second day, at his ordinary stool, he expelled 
an entire tape-worm, which, from a rough measurement, 
could not have been less than twelve yards in length. 
The diuresis continued for several days ; otherwise there 
was no change, except the marked improvement that we 
would expect after the expulsion of so Enormous a mass of 
tsenia, 

Br. Hasbrouck fears his cure may be attributed to the 
turpentine taken twelve days before. Dr. Vedder reports 
a case of expulsion after taking pumpkin-seeds and five 
oonces of castor oil, fasting fifty hours, and thinks that " to 
^t the curative effects of pumpkin-seeds, absolute fasting 
18 a tine quA non,'' Would not fifty hours* fasting and five 
oonces of caistor oil answer just as well? It ougnt to kill 
the worm or the patient 

In my case there was an expulsion of tsenia after taking 
pumpkin-seed tea, without any obvious connexion with 
any o'cher remedy, or any change of diet The cure might 
bavo been accidental, but there is coincidence enough to 
wcjrant a £Eur trial of the remedy whenever opportunity 
cocurs. 

. Jmi.80,1861 

♦ 

Db. Hxnbt G. Clark, of Boston, is preparing, for the 
Transactions of the Boston Society for Medical Improve- 
ment, a detailed account of an operation for the removal of 
« large glandular tumor from the neck^ in which bubbles of 
air were distinctly seen to enter the jugular vein near the 
davide ; but by means of pressure and ligature the opera- 
tion was completed without any ill effects. 



CASE OF ERYSIPELAS, COMPLICATED WITH 

LABOR. 

Bt H. M. FIELD, M.D. 

TniTIHO PBTBIOIAlf TO THB DXMXLT DiSPSflABT. 

Ok January 25th, I was called to see Mary Harris, et 27 
years. I found her laboring under an attack of erysipelas 
of the face, already of several days' duration. I prescnbed, 
as I usually do in these cases, where the stomacn will bear 
it, tr. ferri chloridi, gtt xxx. ad xL in water, every three 
hours ; a mild purge of rhubarb and soda, to be taken at 
once ; and frequent inunction of the entire inflamed surface 
with fr^sh lard. Just as I was about to leave, she told me 
that she was in the family way ; but to my question when she 
expected to be confined, with the inaccuracy for which a 
certain class of women are proverbial, she repUed, " Probably 
not until a month henoe." 

Jan. 26. — Disease still advancing ; the integuments about 
the eyes were very much inflamed yesterday ; and to-day 
both eyes are entirely dosed. The lard is implied almost 
constantly, and in as large quantities as can be made to stay 
on the surface. 

Jan. 27. — ^Disease s^ms to have reached its acme since 
my last visit, and to be rather on the decline. 

Jan. 28. — Found a new-bom infieuit in bed with my 

Eatient On inquiry, learned she was confined about two 
ours after my visit yesterday. She had not sufficient 
premonition of the event to send for any physician, " and 
it was all over within two hours." 

To-dav, nearly 24 hours after confinement, everything is 
progressing favorably ; looked in vain for any unfavorable 
symptoms; inflammation has subsided remarkably since 
yesterday, both eyes now being quite comfortably open. 
No marks of erysipelas or other disease about the child ;, 
no appearance of its having been brought into the world 
prematurely. My patient continued to improve, and on 
Jan. 30th I took my leave. 

Comment is unnecessary. I will only say that during 
the last month I have refused several cases of midwifery, 
application being made in the evening or course of the nighty 
because in the course of the preceding day I had been in 
attendance upon cases of erysipelas, there being but little 
time, within a month past ana more, when I have not had 
.as many as three different cases on my hands. 

Feb. 3. — ^To meet any inquiry that might be suggested 
by the recovery of my patient from the erysipelas, and her 
discharge in so short a time afler delivery. I will add that 
I have visited the case this morning ; find that she has 
rapidly advanced towards complete recovery. The patient 
is about the house, and both mother and child are well. 

With regard to the external treatment in this case, I will 
add ^t I have the notes of a large number of cases of this 
disease. One class treated with lead and opium wash, and 
tho other dass treated with lard. In previous attacks this 
patient bad been treated with the wash, and requested it 
in the present instance, but was induced to persevere with 
the lard. This morning she remarked, of her own accord, 
what I think I have of^n noticed, to the effect of the more 
rapid and complete recovery from using the ointment than 
from using the wasL Her akin, she said, used to oome off 
in large ci^es. Now there is only a slight furfiiraceoua 
desquamation. I have marked this case, in my note-book, 
the most severe, both in extent and in degree of inflamma- 
tion, out of a large number of cases registered. 
77 LexlDgtoii ATenne, Feb. 8, 18M. 

* Exploded Superstitioks. — One of the most general, 
cheri^ed, and persistent of English superstitions was the 
belief in the supernatural power of the monarchs t^i cure 
certain diseases. For centuries few Englishmen, learned or 
ignorant, doubted that the touch of the hand of king or 

Sueen was a sovereign remedy for the scrofula, which vt^ 
lerefore, called the king's evil, it being the evil the king 
had most certain power to cure. 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1864. 



COURT-MARTIAL OF ASSISTANT-SUROEON 

WEBSTER. 

The recent trial of Assistant-Surgeon Wabrkn Webster, 
U.S.A., on the charge of" disobedience of orders," and " con- 
duct prejudicial to good order and military discipline," in- 
Yolves some questions of great practical importance to the 
army service, to the medical staff, and to the cause of justice 
and humanity. The particular question raised in this trial 
was as to the amount of jurisdiction which subordinate mili- 
tary commanders have independent of the department com- 
mander and the Surgeon-Greneral, over general hospitals. 
To this phase of the trial we shall confine our attention at 
present. 

Assist-Surg. Webster was ordered by a eubordinate 
ofiScer to arrest a patient in the McDougaU GenerAl Hospi- 
tal, of which he had charge, and transfer him to Fort 
Ck>lumbu8. It appears that this patient had a few days 
previously suffered a severe surgical operation, was ffi the 
time confined to the ward, and had his wound dressed 
twice each day ; it was believed by Dr. Webster that ar;y 
effort to move him would prove dangerous to his life. 
Independently of this £su2t, however, Dr. Webster declined 
to comply with the order, for the reason that it did not 
emanate from the department commander, nor did it reach 
him through the Surgeon-Oeneral, or the Medical Director 
of the department, the only officers to whom he owed sub- 
ordination in the management of the hospital Accord- 
ingly he made the following endorsement upon the order : 
" Conceiving that the Q-eneral Hospitals are under the sole 
direction of the Surgeon-Gkneral of the Army, I consider 
it my duty to obey orders directing the transfer of patients 
firom this hospital only when received through the Sur- 
geon-Greneral, or through his representative in this depart- 
ment, the Medical Director." The officer proceeded to 
execute his order, and the man was taken out without 
medical examination, by the persons removing him, into 
the place or condition of his wound, and in a cold rain- 
storm made to walk a long distance, and in the end sent 
to Fort Columbus, where it was found that he was not fit 
or able to be returned to his regiment. 

In his defence Dr. Webster haslet forth in a dear hght 
the position of the surgeon-in-cbarge of a general hospital 
It is so important that this matter be thoroughly under- 
stood that we shall notice some of the more prominent 
features. It was alleged that he offended by respectfully 
representing that general hospitals are under the direction 
of the Surgeon-General, and therefore that orders directing 
transfer of patients must come through that officer, or his 
representative in the department, the Medical Director. 
In reply, he maintained that General Orders, Special 
Orders, and the custom of the Medical Department war- 
rant such an interpretation. General Orders Nos. 36, 6f 
1862, and 308, of 1863, start with the unconditional state- 
ment that General Hospitals are under the direction of the 
Surgeon-G«neral 1 The Surgeon-Gkneral, in an endorse- 
ment of August 13, 1863, directed to Medical Director 
MoDouGALL, reiterates General Order No. 36, and says 
that the Secretary of War had decided in a case coming 



up from Iowa in conformity with this Greneral Order, and 
against the authority of Brigadier-General Roberts, com- 
manding the district of Iowa, to interfere with General 
Hospitals. Not only that, but Mi^'or-General Halleok, in 
an endorsement commenting on the conduct of General 
Brown, in relation to McDougall Hospital, and produced in 
Court, maintained that military commanders, subordinate, 
like General Brown, to Uie department commander, had 
no authority to interfere in the management of general 
hospitals. Every order since issued is in harmony with 
this decision. For example, in General Orders No. 65, of 
June 12, 1862, it is ordered that "each Medical Director 
must, under the orders of his Department Commander, 
regulate the distribution of the sick and wounded to the 
hospitals within the Military Department to which he be- 
longs." In the same General Order there is a provision 
that officers whose duty it is to forward detachments of 
men from hospitals, *^ will take care that no men except 
those provided with written passes from their hospital 
surgeon, or the Medical Director, shall be allowed to go." 
Gkneral Orders No. 78, of July 14, 1862, appears to con- 
firm the construction that a patient could not be ordered 
out of a general Hospital without concurrence of the me- 
dical director by an authority less than that of the depart- 
ment commander, whose order would be assimied to be by 
concurrence of the medical director, who is a member of 
the staff. That order (No. 78) says, that while in general 
hospitals, '' men will be under the fostering care of the 
Government while unfit for duty ; will be in position to be 
p»romptly discharged, if proper, and, being always under 
military control, will be returned to their regiments as 90on 
cu they are able to resume their duties," And by General 
Order No. 36, the chief medical director was the person to 
determuie when men were " able to resume their duties." 

Reasosing fi-om such premises, Dr. Webster very perti- 
nently suggests : Did Congress or General Orders intend to 
place general hospitals under a double head of medical 
officers and officers not medical ? It cannot be denied that 
the Medical Department, like every other staff department, 
must be and is secondary and subordinate to the line of 
the army which does the fighting ; but still that admission 
does not necessarily decide whether it has not been deter- 
mined by lawful 'authority that the Medical Bureau shall 
have charge and control over men in general hospitals, 
who cannot fight and are removed from the theatre of 
active operations in the field. It appeared to him impos- 
sible that such general, all-embracing authority over gene- 
ral hospitals could be given to the Medical Department ; 
that surgeons in charge of hospitals could be required to 
obey the Surgeon-Greneral in respect to inmates, and yet 
that a subordinate commander in the line, with no claim to 
professional knowledge, had legal power to interfere and 
arrest the system which might be prescribed by coaipetent 
medical authority. If a subordinate officer had authority, 
independent of the department commander or the medML 
director, to order one man out of the hospital who wC9 
there as a patient, then he could order one hundred ; and, 
in the end, could take away every male attendant and 
nurse competent to administer to the wants of the suffer- 
ing ; and thus not only impair but destroy the efficiency 
and usefulness of the institution. 

Such is an abstract of the defence of Assist-Surg. Wkb- 
ster, on his trial on the charges of " disobedience of or^ 
ders," and " conduct prejudicial to good order and military 
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discipline," in having refused to obey an order of a subor- | 
dinate officer and transfer a patient who, in his opinion, 
waa unable to leave the hospital. The defence contains a 
dear and practical statement of the duties of the surgeon 
in charge of a general hospital, and thoroughly vindicates 
the accused from the charges made. Dh. Webster has 
always maintained a high reputation for efficient hospital 
management, and the evidence on this trial confirmed the 
fact that such reputation had a true basia 

There are several collateral questions growing out of this 
trial in regard to the status of the medical officer in charge 
of the general hospital, that we shall reserve for future con- 
sideration. 

THE OOLD AHD THE POOB. 

The remarkably cold weather of the past week proved fktal 
as usual to a number of poor people. The sudden reduc- 
tion of temperature from 45^ F. to zero, with high winds, 
drove the rich and poor alike to their fire-sides. The suf- 
ferings of those who are in a state of chronic inanition, 
with poor protection fit>m the elements, was fearful. To 
the well clad and well fed the cold and bracing winter 
winds prove exhilarating and healthful, but to those who 
have not the power to generate warmth within or 
without their bodies, the same weather proves sadly de- 
pressing and too often fatal The real source of suffering 
and death among the poor in winter is from chronic star- 
vation. With a meagre supply of proper food they main- 
tain a feeble existence in the warm season ; but when " a 
ooM wane of the atmosphere " sweeps over the land, the 
vital powers are suddenly depressed, and often below the 
point of recuperation. True charity at this season consists 
in giving good, substantial food, as weU as clothing. 

DR. SIMS IN PARIS. 

We notice in a London contemporary some account of 
Db. Siifs's success in his specialty, which he is now prac- 
tising in Paris. The cases of lesions and deficiencies of 
the vesico-vaginal region, which were first submitted to 
him, were of the most hopeless kind under sail former me- 
thods of treatment He has, however, been remarkably 
successful in all the cases on which he has operated. The 
remark is made that Dr. 8nis regards the vesico-vaginal 
operation ^* the only justifiable operation for stone in the 
female bladder." It is stated that Dr. S. first performed 
this operation in 1850. Dr. Sms is also an advocate of 
the recto-vesical operation in th.e male, so successfully per- 
formed by Dr. Bauer, of Brooklyn. The acknowledg- 
ment of the merits of Dr. Fams^b improvements in practi- 
cal surgery are flattering t o the American profession. 

PROVIP-ION TOR recruits. 

We have already calkjd attention to the great necessity of 
better {»t>vision at t'ne rendezvous of recruits for the com- 
fort of the newhy-enlisted soldier. We were painfully 
reminded durinr^ the excessive cold of last week of the 
truth of our re-marks. It was currently reported that five 
persons froee to death at the rendezvous at Riker's Island. 
It is only surprising that the suffering was not much 
greater. The men are poorly dad, poorly fed, and poorly 
booaed, and, in consequence, cold only adds the final con- 
summation of death. There have been periods when the 
sing) e surgeon on the Island had not a particle of medi- 
dp e, and patients sank and died without let or hindrance. 



Such reckless sacrifice of the physical strength of the new 
armies of the ooimtry is deplorable, but apparently irreme- 
diable. 



^fliutos. 



Consumption in New England : or Localitv one of its Chief 
Causes. An Address delivered before the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, by Henry L, Bowdftch, M.D. Boston : 
Ticknor & Fields, 1862. 8vo. pp. 104. 

This pamphlet, though received a number of months ago, 
from Deing accidentdly laid ^side, has not yet received a 
notice in this ioumal, for which apparent indifference wo 
owe Dr. Bowaitch an ample apology. In the year 1855, 
and again in 1856. Dr. Bowditch " tremblingly enunciated " 
his views *^on tne topographical distribution and local 
origin of consumption m Massachusetta" Subsequent in- 
vestigations have not onlv confirmed, but greatly enlarged 
the views thus expressed, and we now have the result of 
hb labors in that direction — the main features of which are 
that consumption is not equally distributed over New 
England, as some writers have contended; but that its 
ravages are influenced to some extent by the nature of the 
soil on or near which the patients reside; dampness, 
whether inherent in the soil itself or caused by percolation 
from adjacent rivers, ponds, marsnes, etc., being one of the 
primal causes of this disease. This inference is drawn not 
only from personal observation, but from extensive corre- 
spondence, by means of which many valuable statistics are 
obtained and medical opinions elicited — showing that the 
greater proportion of deaths from consumption occurs in 
damp localities. The practical advantage to be derived from 
a knowledge of these facts, would consist in the establish- 
ment of competent Boards of Health, composed of the ablest 
of the profession and others interested in the study of sani- 
tary science, in a careful selection of ground for the location 
of towns and villages, in a proper choice of building spots 
in those localities where dampness prevails, and a thorough 
svstem of under-drainage. Whether our author's zeal m 
the study of his subject has permitted him to overlook 
other causes that mav influence the one in question or not, 
does not affect the value of his book, which will amply repay 
one for the time spent in its perusal. 

DE. CAMMANN. 

» 

The father of the subject of this Memoir, Charles Louis 
Cammann, was a native of the kingdom of Hanover, and 
emigrating to America in 1787, soon became a leading 
merchant in New York. In 1791 he married Maria Mar- 
garetta, daughter of Philip Oswald, also a native of Ger- 
many, altbou^ the daughter was oorn in this city. 

George Philip Cammann, third son of the above, was 
bom September 7th, 1804, on the banks of the Hudson, in 
what was then known as Greenwich Village, near the pre- 
sent line of Charlton street 

Their beautiful suburban residence was in the immediate 
vicinity of Richmond Hill, of historic interest as the head- 
quarters of Washington during a part of the time the Re- 
volutionary army occupied New York. 

On the 5th of December, 1805^ when Gfeoree was a little 
more than a year old, his father died, and left the care of a fa- 
mily of seven children to his widow. How weU she fulfilled 
her duty may be inferred from the honorable positions held 
by her children, as well as from their devoted affection for 
her during her whole life. In 1813, Mrs. Cammann re- 
moved with her family to Newark. N. J., and placed George 
in the Latin School of the Newark Academy. 
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A companion of his childhood thus writes of him at this 
period: "He was a lively, active boy. always busy and 
very mischievous ; ever * slow to wratn/ but very affec- 
tionate, and so sensitive that, even when quite a large boy. 
a hasty or harsh word would brin^ tears into his eyes ; ana 
yet he was patient and uncomplaining when suffering phy- 
sical pain." An anecdote illustrating his fortitude is related 
of him. While fishing near a bridge, he ran a fish-hook 
into his lip, and went to the family physician and had it 
cut out, fainting three times during the operation. He con- 
cealed the occurrence from the family at home, although 
his lip was so much swollen and so painful that he nearly 
starved firom inability to eat. It would ever have remained 
a secret, had not the physician alluded to it some time 
afterwards. The same unselfish heroism made him in after- 
life a " silent sufferer rather than mar the happiness of his 
family." 

At the Academy, his intimate fiiend was Thomas Ward 
— ^now Dr. Thomas Ward of this city, who was two or 
three years his junior ; and an endearing intimacy sprang 
up between them, lasting during Dr. Cammann's life. 
Much of the material concerning his schoolboy and student 
life was obtained from Dr. Ward. He held a respectable 
position in his class, more by his indomitable industry than 
oy his aptitude in learning ; for he committed to memory 
slowly and with diflficulty. He showed great fondness for 
the natural sciences, especially for geology : and his room 
was filled with specimens which he had collected in com- 
pany with his young friend during their hohday excur- 
siona 

In 1821 he entered Columbia College, where he was 
graduated in 1825. Of his university career we have no 
particular account, as Dr. Ward was at Princeton ; but we 
are assured that as a student he was not less assiduous and 
conscientious than in other relations. When he first formed 
the /resolution of studying medicine, he was told that he 
was too tender-hearted to perform tne sterner duties of the 
profession ; but he replied : " My nerves are strong enough 
to carry me through whatever it may be my duty to under^ 
take." He commenced his medical studies in the office of 
Dr. Lee of Newark ; but his mother and family removing 
to New York in 18!26, he entered the office of Dr. David 
Hosackj at that time the acknowledged head of the pro- 
fession m this city. Dr. Cammann delighted to speak of 
his distinguished preceptor, and related many anecdotes of 
him as he appeared in the sick-room. No one was ever 
more master of the situation at the bedside, or commanded 
more respect by his presence, than did Dr. Hosack ; and 
his acquaintance with pathological changes through the 
rational signs was really wonderful; but when he ap- 
proached complicated affections of the chest, he would shake 
his head and say, " There is a mass of disease here." To 
him, physical diagnosis was as yet a sealed book. 

Dr. Cannnann also entered his name as a student in the 
Butgers Medical College, then lust opened in Duane street. 
Here he took his degree of M.I). in 1828 ; and during the 
ensuing summer he sailed for Europe, to avail himself of the 
superior advantages which Paris afforded the medical stu- 
dent He took up his abode in the Latin Quarter, devot- 
ing himself to the lectures and hospitals during the daytime, 
and to private classes in the evenings. He was a constant 
and entnusiastic attendant at the clinical lectures of Louis, 
who was at that time the great teacher of physical dia- 
gnosis. Laennec had but iust passed off the stage, after 
publishing the last edition of his great work on Diseases of 
the Chest Auscultation, as a science, was scarcely ten 
years old ; it was as yet a new revelation ; and it is no 
wonder that it excited the most intense enthusiasm in its 
youthful devotee, who had already shown marvellous acute- 
ness in distinguishing and analysing sound. 

Louis lectured at clinic in Latin, describing the pheno- 
mena of disease, and calling upon each of the students in 
attendance to make himself practically acquainted with the 
physical signs in the subject before him, and, in hopeless 
cases of advanced phthisis^ marking out on the chest the 



position and extent of structural change, which post-mor- 
tem examinations uniformly verified. 

He was thus diligently pursuing his studies, and had 
already made great proficiency in knowledge, as well as in 
the special education of the ear, when the revolution of 
1830 broke out He and about forty other Americans at 
that tune sojourning in Paris volunteered their services to 
Lafayette, who promised, if they were needed, to give them 
a post of honor. They were not called upon furtner j but 
the students of medicine had the advantage of seemg a 
variety of ^nshot wounds in the hospitals. 

During me vacations, in company with Dr. Ward, who 
was still his fellow-student and intimate friend, he made 
several tours of observation through Italy. Switzerland, and 
Great Britain ; and it was during one or these excursions 
that he received the iniury which, in his opinion, damaged 
his heart, and was finally &e cause of his death. For more 
than thirty years his consciousness of the serious effect of 
this accident remained a secret in his bosom. It occurred in 
this manner : They were crossing the Alps on pack-mules, 
when, in a narrow path beside a precipice, another train of 
mules appeared. To pass was impossible, and the Doctor, 
perceiving that his animal was preparing to turn, jumpea 
off to avoid being swung over the chasm, and was crushed 
against the rock. For a moment he suffered intensely from 
a sense of suffocation, and for several days he had pain and 
soreness in the region of the heart. He made no complaint 
at the time, but proceeded on his journey ; and Dr. Ward 
does not even remember the occurrence. When asked, 
during my first visit to him in bis last illness, if he ooula 
account for the heart-symptoms which had so long annoyed 
him, he related this incident, and said he knew of no other 
cause, having since then felt palpitation and dyspnoea during 
active exercise or when under excitement 

In the autumn of 1830 he returned to his native city, 
placed his sign upon the basement of his mother's house m 
bond street, and entered upon the duties of his profession. 
In 1831 he was appointed one of the attending physicians 
at the Northern Dispensary. This was before the classifi- 
cation of diseases in the dispensary ; and each physician 
not only attended patients at the Institution, but visited 
those who were too ill to leave their own homes. 

In 1833 he was married to Anna Catharine, daughter of 

Mr. Jacob Lorillard, and commenced housekeeping m Mao- 

dougal street. In 1835 he removed to the house known as 

the Lorillard Homestead, comer of Laight and Hudson 

Greets. About the same time, through the influence of his 

friend, Mrs. Bethune, he was appointed physician to the 

Bloomingdale Orphan Asylum, and performed the duties of 

the office for many years afterwards. 

ilb ^ Ck>fUifmtd.) 

Wab DzPASTif niT, ADnrzAKT-GBKCBAL^ Omoa, ) 
WAsmneTON, D.C., Febraaij 6, 1861 f 

Cknxral Orders, No. 47. — ^AU medical and hospital 
supplies and property in possession of officers of the Quar- 
termaster's Department on the Mississippi river and its 
tributaries, for storage or safe-keeping, that have been un- 
claimed for three months, will at once be forwarded to the 
nearest Medical Purveyors, with invoices setting forth the 
number of packages, firom whom, and when received. 
Duplicates of tbe invoices will b^ sent to the Sur|;eon- 
General of the Army. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. TOWNSEND 

Assittant AdiuUmt-Ghneipjt' 

8lTBOKOir-6BfSmAl.*B OVFIOB. ) 

Washihotok, D.C, Febmarx 19, 1861 ) 

I. — Separate reports of sick and wounded rebel prisoners 
of war treated in U. S. General or Post Hospitals, will be 
made monthly to this ^ce. 
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H. — ^Whenever white and colored troops are treated in 
the same hospital (either Qeneral or Post) separate reports 
of sick and wounded will be made, in order that the sick* 
ness and mortality rates of each race can be correctly ascer- 
tained. 

UL — ^Monthly Sick Reports from regiments or detach- 
ments of colored troops will present on the first page of the 
report the number of sick of enlisted men only ; the names, 
Tank, and diseases of sick officers of these regiments will be 
placed under the head of Remarks. 

Jos. K. Barnes, 
Acting Surgeon- OenertU, 

WABHuiaTOir, D.O., Febraaiy 17, IBM. f 

CiBCULAA Lettir. — The attention of Medical Directors is 
called to the following decision of the Commissary-General 
of Subsistence : 

" When cows have been purchased out of Hospital Fund, 
it is believed that the expense of forage therefor, and all 
other necessary expenses for the support and keeping of 
these cows, is a proper charge against Hospital Fund. 

(Signed) " J. P. Taylor, 

" Com. Gen'l Suhsistenee," 
n. — ^Pension Claims are referred to this office for official 
eyidence of cause of death in the cases of soldiers known to 
have died on hospital transports and trains, but of whom no 
report had been made to the Surgeon-Gkneral. Such in- 
formation is required to secure the rights of widows and 
orphans of deceased soldiers, and Medical Directors will 
hereafter order all medical officers detailed on duty with the 
transportation of troops to report to them upon the ter- 
mination of the voyage or journey, the name, rank, company, 
regiment, date, and cause of deatn, of every soldier who has 
died during the transfer. A certified copy of such report 
win be at once forwarded to this office. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-Gkneral : 

C. H. Crakb, 

Surgeon^ U.S.A, 

8intosoH-6nntEAL*8 Onios, ) 
WAtHii««Toir, D.O., Febniuy 11, 1864. ) 

CisouLAR Letter. — The attention of Medical Directors is 
called to the fi'equency of discharges upon " Certificates of 
Disability,^ for " Disease of the Heart" and the necessity 
for a more stringent application of raragraph 4, page 6, 
General Orders No. 212, War Department, Sept. 9, 1863. 

Mere functional disturbance does not dis€|ualify for active 
service, and such cases should be retained in hospital only 
long enough to establish a correct diagnosis. Organic 
disMse of the heart, without grave constitutional implica- 
tiona, does not entitle to discharge, but may be sufficient 
cause for transfer to the Invalid Uorps. In those well 
marked and unmistakable cases, accompanied by constitu- 
tional symptoms, leaving no doubt of enture disability, which 
alone entiues to discharge, the certificate of the Surgeon 
must set forth these facts fully, before receiving the approval 
of a Medical Director. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-Gkneral : 

C. H. Crane. 
Surgeon^ U,8,A, 

SusosoN-GsinEBAL^ Omoi. ) 
Wabhikotok, D.O., February 1ft, 18M. ) 

Circular Letter. — ^The rendition of "Monthly State- 
ments of approved requisitions varying from the Supply 
Table,** called for in a letter from this Office of August 4, 
1863, will in fiiture be discontinued, since the purposes for 
which they were required have been attained. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. 

C. H. Craite, 
Surgeon^ U.S.A. 

0RDEB8. CHAKQE8, Ae. 

8o mmeh of Special Orders No. 7, Janiury ft, 1861 from the War Depert- 
M diamiMed from the eervkse of the United Btotee Snrgeoa MlehM 



D.'Benedict T6th New York Tela, for abeence without proper authority, 
has been revoked, and he Is restored to his command, provided the vacan- 
cy has not been filled, evidence of which mnst be obtained from the Go- 
vemor. 

The leave of absence granted Sorgeon S. 8. Hofhnan, 00th New York 
Vols., by Special Orders No. 7, Januair 9, 1864, from Headqnarten De* 
partment of the Ooli; has been extended tortj daya. 

Leave of absence for ten days has been granted Snigeon Badford Shaipe, 
ISth New Jersey Yola. 

Snreeon F. H. Gross, XJ.S.Y., now on dnty In the Army of the Comber- 
land, has been ordered to prooeed wftbont delay to Baltimore, Md., and 
report to the Commanding General, Middle Department, for doty, to re- 
lieve Surgeon J. W. Plttlnos, U.8.V., in chanre of Hospital at Camp 
Parole, Annapolis, Md. Sorgeon Pittinoa, on being relieved, to proceed 
to Louisville, Ky., and report to Assistant Sorgeon-General Wood, for 
assignment to duty. 

Assistant Surgeon Andrew McLatoble, 79th New York Yola., now on 
doty at Annapous, Md., has been ordered to rejoin his regiment withoot 
delay. 

Soiveon D. J. McKlbbln, U.S. Y., haa been detailed as member of n 
Board of Officers to assemble in Washington, D.C , on the Uth inst., or as 
soon thereafter as practicable, for the examination of applicants for ap- 
pointment in the Invalid Cores, and of such officers and enlisted men of 
the Corps as may be brought before it. 

Assistant Surgeon 8. Adams, U.8.A., wHI report In person without delay 
to Surgeon-General W. A. Hammond, UAA., and remain on dnty 
with him until the condoslon of his trlaL 

The permission to visit Washington, D.C, jmmted to Assistant 
Surgeon Dallas Bache, U.S.A., ftH>m the Burgeon-General's office, is con- 
firmed. 

Assistant Snreeon Philip C. Davis, U.BJL, is relieved from his present 
duties, and detailed as a member of the Auxiliary Board oonvenea at the 
Signal Camp of Instruction, Georgetown, D.Cm for the examination of 
applicants for commission in the Signal Coros, C.S.A. 

The leave of abeence on sorgeon^s certificate of disability heretofore 
granted Sorgeon I. B. Le Blond, 1st Minnesota Yols., by Special Orders 
No. 6, corrent series, ttom Headqoartera 2d Army Corps, has been ex- 
tended ten days. Under the spocial dreomstances the Qoartermaster'a 
Department will frirnish transportation for him to St Paul, Minnesota, to 
which point his regiment has gone on fhrlough. 

The order of Brigadier-General Slemmer, U.S.Y., President of Examin- 
ing Board, at Cincinnati, Ohio, of date February 4^ 1864, directing Sur- 
geon F. H. Gross, U.S.Y., to join his command without deUy, has been 
confirmed. 

Sorgeon John B. MoClorg, U.8.Y., In oonformlty with instroctions ftt>m 
the Surgeon-General, to place a commissioned oflicer in charge of all Mi- 
litary F^son Hospitals, will, in addition to his present doties. assome n 
daily sopervision of the Military Prison in the vicini^ of Cleveland, Ohio. 
The medical oflicer now in charge of this hospital will be continued in his 
present position under the direction of 8nrge<m McClurg. 

Surgeon J. D. Brumley, U.8.Y.. having reported at Looisville, Ky., has 
been ordered to report to the Medical Director. District of KentocKy, Ibr 
temp<M«ry doty as Soperintendent of General Hospitals, doring the ab- 
sence of Burgeon T. W. Fry. 

In accordance with the request of Mi^or-General Curtis, commandinr 
Department of Kansas, Burgeon 8. B. Davis, U.8.Y., will proceed withoot 
delay to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and report in person to Mafor-Geoe- 
ral Curtis. The Medical Director, Department of Missouri, wiU detail n 
proper officer to report to General Sanborn, commanding District of Sooth- 
west Missouri, to relieve Burgeon Davis as Medical Director. 

Surgeon A. C. Benedict, U.8.Y., has relieved Sux^eon 8. W. Gross, 
aa Chief Medical officer, Morris Liland, B.C. 

Surgeon John £. Herbert, U.S.Y., has been assigned to doty as Execo- 
tive Officer at Comberland General Hospital, Nashville, Tenn. 

Sorgeon £. W. Thurm, U.8.Y., is on leave of absence at Washingten, 
D.C. 

Assistant Surgeon £. J. Kipp, U.8.Y., has been assigned to dnty as 
Executive Officer, 8d Division. General Hospital No. 1, Nashville, Tenn., 
and as Recmder of the Medical Examining Board for Surgeons and 
Assistant Sorceons of Colored Troops. 

Surgeon K.K. Taylor, U.8.Y., has retoxned from leave, and been assign- 
ed to duty as Post Sorgeon at Nashville, Tenn. 

Sorgeon G. 8. Palmer, U.S. V., has been assigned to duty as Soperin- 
tendent of Hospitals at Benton Barracks, St Louis, Mo. 

Sanreon John O. Bronson, U.S.Y., has been relieved fh>m duty at th« 
PresidiasSan Francisco, California, and ordered to proceed withoot delay 
to Fort Humboldt, and report tor duty to the District Commander, re- 
lieving Surgeon A. R. Egbert, U 8.Y. On being relieved, the latter will 
repair to the Presidio, San Fr«ncisco,and report for duty to the Command- 
ing Officer of that post, and also take charge of the Hammond General 
Hospital and attend the sicic at Fort Point 

Surgeon G. L. Pancoast, U.S.Y., has been assigned to the charge of the 
Flnley Hospital, Washington. 

The following assignments have been made by Assistaat Burceon-Gene- 
ral B. C. Wood, U.S.A., in compliance with instructions from Uie office of 
the Surgeon-General :— 

Burgeon Thomas A. WorraL U.8.Y., to the Militaxy Prison at Alton, 
Illinois. 

Surgeon J. H. Grove, UJ3.Y., to the Military Prison, Camp Dooglaa, 
Hllno^ 

Assistant Surgeon Evertmao, U.8.Y., as Execottre Officer, Mliltaiy 
Prison, Johnson s Island. 

Assistant Surgeon 8. 8. Shultz, U.8.Yn to Military Prison, Camp Chase 
Ohio. 

Sungeon Henry Janes, U.8.Y.. has been assigned to the chaife of the 
South Street General HospltnLPhlladelphia, Pa. 

Surgeon Frederick Lloyd, U.S.Y., having closed Jefferson Hospital, 
Memphis, Tenn., of which he was in charge, has reported for duty to the 
Medical Director, Department of the Tennessee, at UontavlUe, k\M^ and 
Is awaiting ordera. 

Sorgeon George F. French. U.8.Y., has been relieved from doty at Ge- 
neral Hospital No. 8, Yicksborg, Miss., and is en route to HnntsviUe, Ala., 
to report to the Medical Director, Department of the Tennessee. 

Surgeon Peter Cleary, U.8.Y., nas been relieved from General Hospital 
No. 8, Chattanooga, Tenn., and assigned to duty aa Medioa Director, Be- 
I serve Artillery, Army of the Comberland. ' 
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Surgeon Charloe O'Leaiy, U.S.Y., hai reported for daty to the Com- 
manding Gener&L, Department of the Snsqaenonna, and U waiting orders. 

Surgeon G. W. Hogeboom, U.S.Y^ having closed General Hospital Na 
6, Nashville, Tenn^ will report to Surgeon Glover Fcrin, U.8.A., Medical 
IMrector, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Burgeon N. R. Derby, U.S.y.. has been transferred as Surgeon in Chief 
from the 8th Dtrislon to the M Division, 16Ui Army Corps, Yleksbuig, 
Miss. 

Surgeon William Yarlan, U-S^Ym has been relieved from duty at Bridge- 
port. Ala., and ordered to report to the Assistant Surgeon-General at 
Lonisvill^^Ky., who has assigned him to duty in charge of U.S. General 
Hospital, Camp Dennison, Ohio. 

Surgeon N. P. Rico, U.S. Y., on sick leave at New York, has been order- 
ed belore the Board for the ExaminMion of Sick Officers at Annapolis, 
Md. 

In addition to his duty at the Military Prison, Assistant Surgeon S. 8. 
Shultz, U.8.Y., has been assigned as Post Surgeon at Camp Chase, Ohio. 

In compliance with the request of the Assistant Surgeon-General, Sur- 
geon Henry S. Hewitt, U.S. v., has been relieved from duty in the De- 
nartment of the Cumberland, and has reported at KnoxviUe, Tenn., as 
Medical DirectorDepartment of the Ohio. 

Surgeon A. J. Phelps, U.S.Y., has returned fh>m leave of absence, and 
resumed his duties as Medical Director, 4th Army Corps. 

Surgeon James C. Fisher, U.S.Y., has been assigned to duty as ** Member 
of a Board fur the onnniiation of the Invalid Corps,^ New Orleans, La. 

Assistant Surgeon Peter McGowan, U.S Y., has been assigned to duty as 
Medical Purveyor, Knozvllle, Tenn. 



IWkal Itftos. 



Pneumonia of a grave type has prevailed in Chicago 
during the present season. 

Prof. TboubskaU; now 62 years of age, has offered his 
resignation as .Clinical Professor to the Faculty of Medicine. 

SoABLET Fever is prevailing to a fearful extent in 
England. 

There are three hundred and twenty-two physicians in 
Chicago. 

MM. Chassaionao and Hirard relate instances of syphihs 
being conveyed by vaccination. 

The Chicago Medical College has a class this winter of 
about one hundred students. 

A Medical Association has been recently organized in 
Indianapolis. 

The Medical Department of the University of Michigan 
has a class of about three hundred and fitly. 

The long promised work of Pro£ Wormley, of Columbus, 
on the Micro-Chemistry of Poisons, will be published very 
shortly. The engraving of the plates is almost finished. 

MoRTALiTT IN PmLADELPHiA. — The total number of 
deaths in Philadelphia during the year 1863 was 15,788. 
Of these 743 are reported as still-bom, and 825 as from 
the country ; leaving net deaths in the city 14,220, about 
one in thirty-nine of the population. 8,450 were children. 
The largest number of deaths occurred in the month of 
August (2,044). The smallest number (961) in June. The 
deaths from consumption amounted to 1,955, one in every 
289 of the population. There has been a decrease of scar- 
let and typhoid fevers. Cholera infantum increased 301 
over the previous year, and there is also an increase of 109 
deaths from diphtheria. 

Causes of Hydrophobia in Dogs. — ^M. Leblanc considers 
the restraint from sexual intercourse as one of the efficient 
causes of hydrophobia in dogs. He adduced, in support of 
this old theory, cases collected on a portion of the shores of 
the Danube ; on one side of the river the Christians have 
none but male dogs, whereas on the other the Turks leave 
the animals of both sexes in a state of absolute freedom. 
On the Christian shore rabies is frequent^ and entirely un- 
known on the opposite Sank. Likewise in France, accord- 
ing to MM. Lebifmc and Lafosse, the animals most liable to 
the disease are those which are most closely confined. 

Mortality in Providence, R I. — There were 115 deaths 
in Providence in the month of January, which number was 
39 more than in January, 1863, and 34 more than the average 



for January during the nine years, 1856 to 1863 inclusive. 
The mortality in January was unusually large, and, consider- 
ing the small number fi-om zymotic diseases^ was remarkably 
large. Of the 60 decedents of American parentage, 16, or 
more than one-fourth, were over 70 years of age; 29, or 
nearly one-hal^ were over 40 years of ace ; and only 13, 
or 21 per cent, were under 5 years. Of tne 55 decedents 
of foreign parentage, 27, or nearly one-half, were under 5 
years. Of the whole number, 115 deaths, 44 were fi^)m 
diseases of the respiratory orgaiis, to some extent, perhf^>s, 
the effects of the mild and damp weather of the past month. 

Edwin M. Snow, M.D., City lUgistrar, 

Antidotes for Strtchnia. — Prof. Ranieri Bellini, after 
having made a great number of experiments on poisoning 
by strychnia and its salts, believes that tannic acid and 
tannin, chlorine, tincture or iodine and of bromine, are the 
best antidotes. " Chlorine," he says, " neutralizes strychnia, 
even after it has been absorbed ; for with rabbits poisoned 
by sulphate of strychnia, and to whom he gave a large 
quantity of chlorine-gas to breathe, the convulsions were 
later and less violent when they showed themselves, and 
death took place less rapidly." M. Bellini has also observed 
that when strychnia is mixed with pyrogallic acid, the con- 
vulsions do not appear for half an hour later than usual ; 
but he attributes tnis effect to an action of the acid on the 
mucous membrane of the stomach, by which action the 
absorption of the poison is rendered more difficult — Annali 
cU Chimica and Gazette Hebdomadaire, 

MoRTALiTT IN LoNDON. — liL the wcck that ended Saturday, 
January 9th, the deaths registered were 1,798 -in the week 
ending January 16th, they were 2,427. The average 
number in the ten corresponding weeks of the years 1854-o8 
was 1,409, which, if raised in proportion to ^increase of 
population, becomes 1,550. Hence, the deaths of last week 
exceeded the estimated amount by 877. These persons 
were killed almost suddenly by the cold wave of the atmo- 
sphere. In comparing the present results with those of the 
previous week, a great increase is apparent in diseases of 
the respiratory organs. Fatal cases of pneumonia rose from 
91 to 156 ; ot phUiisis (or consumption), fi-om 194 to 235 ; 
of bronchitis, from 326 to 543. Of the 2,427 persons who 
died, 818 were under 20 years of age, 800 were 20 and 
under 60 years, and 809 were 60 years and upwards. 
Taking the numbers living at the re^ective ages into 
account, it appears that, while persons at all ages have suf- 
fered, the severity of the weather has been particularly fatal 
to persons in advanced life. — Medical Circular^ from Regis- 
trar-GeneraTs Weekly Return. 

Simple Dressing por Recent Burns. — One great oWec- 
tion to the time-honored application of the " Carron Oil" 
(mixture of linseed oil and lime water), is its offensive 
odor ; besides, it does not always afford sufficient relief from 
pain to enable the patient to sleep. In preference to this, 
a writer in the Amer. Journal of Med, Snence recommends 
ia recent bums the application of firesh lard. What is 
wanted, is to cover the part with a bland, unirritating, and 
air-proof medium, aod this we have in lard, which can 
always be procured, and, if salted, may be deprived of the 
salt by washing it with water. His plan is to spread the 
lard thickly on pieces of very soft old linen, and then tear 
off pieces of suitable size to cover the affected parts. If 
the weather be very warm a little simple cerate may be 
added — about one part to four or six of tne lard. It should 
be so applied as to accurately fit aU parts of the denuded 
surface. The writer feels confident that whoever gives the 
lard a trial will not be disappointed in its results. 

Dr. Squibb highly recommends as an appUcation in these 
cases, the creasote water, made according to the new 
U. S. P., as follows : 

Take of Creasote, a fluid drachm ; 
Distilled water, a pint 
Mix them, and agitate the mixture until the creasote is 
dissolved. 
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OoiannncjLTiom havib bkbn bkckitkd pbom:— Dr. R P. Metcalf, 
Genesee, N. Y. ; 1>r. 8. W. Groea, UA V. ; Dr. Irving W. Lyon, New York : 
•nd F. D. Iw, Tmytown, N. Y. 

MKTEOROLOOT AND NECHOLOGT OF THE WEEK IN THE OITT 

AND COUNTY OP NEW YORK. 

Abttrtet of the OJBci«l Report. 
Frooi the 19th day of Feb. to the 22d day of Feb., 1864. 

DeotiU.— Men, 100 ; women. 121 ; boys, 186 ; girls, 1 36 ; total 488. Adnlts 
296; children, 268 ; males, 841 ; females, 847 ; colored, 7. Influits under 
two years of age, ISS, 

Amoitf the caoaes of daath we notice: — Erysipelas, 1 ; albnmlnnria, 
8 ; apopiezy, 8; infantile convulsions, 84; croap,14; diphiherite, 80; scarlet 
feyer, 88 ; pneroeral fever, 4 ; typhus and ty nhold fevers, 86 ; consumption, 
80; amall-poz 8; measles, 8; dropsy in head, 80; Infantile ntiarasmus, 88; 
whooping-cough, 9; inflammatjon of brain, 0; of bowels, 15; of lungs, 48; 
bttmenitis, 9 ; dlairbcaa and dysentery, 6. 865 deaths oceuired firom acute 
diseases, and 86 from yiolent causes. 884 were native, and 164 foreign : 
of whom 107 came fh>m Ireland ; 58 died in the 01^ Charities ; of whom 1 1 
were in Belleyue Hospital, and 11 died In the Immigrant Institution. 
Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept In 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street. New York. 
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RK1I4MH —The first six days of the week were very cold, mostly dear, 
and attended with strong winds, which on the 17th amounted to a gale. 
There were light flurries of snow on the afternoon of the 16th. 81st. 
Warmer; fog eariy ; day mostly dear, night cloudy. 

SPECIAL NOTICES. 

New Tork Academy op Medicine. — The New York 
Academy of Medicine vnU hold its Regtdar Meeting on Wed- 
nesday Evening J March 2d, Br. H. D. Koyes wUl read a 
paper on Strabi»mu$, after which the discumon on the 
Diseases of the Rectum wiU he re-opened by Dr. Markoe, 
and followed by Dbb. P. Barker, Wm. EL Van Buren, 
J, Hutchison, Parker, Enos, Buck, Post, Sayre, and 
others, 

American Medical Assocution. — The Committee of 
Arrangements of the American Medical Association wHl meei 
at ^ house of ihe Chairmav, Dr. James Anderson, on 
Monday Evening, Feb, 29<A, at 8 p.m. 

The Three Best Tonics, 

IRON, PHOSPHORUS, CALISAYA, 

Bkillhlly and elegantly comhined in an amber-colored cordial, transparent 
to tile eye, delicious to the taste, and acceptable to the svstem. 

The rrofesslon are requested to examine our beautiful combination of 
the abore inestimable tonics. 

Samples sent on qiplication. 

Bemember the name. 

CASWELL, MACK & CO.»S 

FERRO-PH08PHORATED ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARK. 

CASWELL, MACK St CO., Family Chemists, 
Under Fifth Avenue Hotel 

rivate Instruction in Auscultation 

AND PERCUSSION.— Professor Flint will ^ve a Course of twen- 
t7>flTe lessons In the practice of Auscultation and rercnssion during Uie 
BMnths of March, AprlL and May ; two lessons to be given weekly in the 
wards of Bellevue and BlsAwelrs Island Hospital. 

The Wnis Ophthalmic Hospital, 

-L Philadelphia, south side of Logan Square, Baoe street, between 
EhAteenth and Nineteenth. 

Open for the examination and reoq^tioo of patients every Monday and 
Friday at 11 p jl 

Opoatlons every Wednesday at 11 a^il 



P 



Dr. T. 6. Morton, 
Dr. A. D. Hall, 



emoioirs: 



Dr. B. J. Levis, 
Dr. D. U. Agnew. 
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For Sale. — A perfect Copy of Lebert's 
PATHOLOOIGAL ANATOMY, complete. First two volnmeB 
handsomely bound, will be sold at the price It cost before the war. 

Address, 
](« V. 88d St, y. Y. 

The Examination for Junior Assist- 

-L ants to Bellevue Hospital will take place on March Slst, 1864, at 8 pjl, 
at the house of the chairman. Application must be made to Dr. James B. 
Wood, 2 Irving Place. Applicants must come recommended by a member 
of the Medical Board of Bellevue Hospital; 

DB. JAMES B. WOOD, 
Chairman, 



Wood Prizes. — Gentlemen who are 

I * competitors for the Wood Prlxes sre requested to present their 
^eclmens to the Curator, Dr. Charles Phelps, at BoUevue HomltaL on or 
before Monday February 29th, 1864. ' 



CHARLES PHELPS, M.D., 
Curator BeUevtte Hotp. Mutewn. 



NY. Ophthalmic School and Hospi- 
* TAL.— The Twelfth Annual Conmiencement of this Institution will 
take place at the laree chapel of the New York University, Washington 
Square (University Place, oetween 4th Street and Wavcrley Placel on 
M!onday evening, »^th inst, at half>past 7 o'clock. 

JA8. E. CUMING, iSMretofy. 
February 24th, 1861 ^^ ^ ' 

TESTIMONIAL FBOM TQB 

MEMBERS OF THE OPHTHALMIC CLASS, 

FOB 1868-64. 

SMohed. That we, the members of the Graduating Class of the New 
York Ophthalmic School, deeply regret the late illness of Dr. Mark 
Stephenson, which has occasioned the loss, to our class, of his valuable 
lectures on the Anatomy, Pathology, and Treatment of Diseases of the 
Eye. 

i2eM>Z«ed;— That we highly appreciate the able manner In which the 
chair, thus rendered vacant, has been filled by Dr. Marcus P. Stephenson, 
whose ardent devotion to this important branch of medical science and 
admirable talents as a lecturer we cannot sufficiently praise. 
}ixJiesoU>edy That we Invite Dr. M. P. Stephenson to repeat at the next 
session the interesting course of lectures on Ophthalmic Medicine and 
Surgery, to which we have, during the past winter, had the satisftction of 
listening. 

J. 8PRIGG UNDERWOOD, MJ)., ) 

DAVID BEEKE8, A.B., J. CommiOes. 

GEO. G. NEEDHAM, A.B. ( 

New York, February 20th, 1864. 



TO the Medical Profession. — Dr. J. 
PABIGOT, late Commissioner in Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
fessor of the University of Brussels, offers to consult with Gentlemen 
of the Profession, and to give advice on Mental Disorders and Medico- 
Legal Cases. 
Correspondence can be addressed to the care of 

Baillikbb Bbothxbs, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 



Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 
self to the investigation and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly qualified as well by his 
scientific attainments as by his great experience to apply it in the most 
efi'ectual manner, brings this flict to the notice of the profession. Pa 
tJents sent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remala 
under the charge of their attending physicians. Hla business is free 
ttom all charlatanism and quackeiy. 
141 FOURTH AVENUE. 

The "Fifth Avenue Pharmacy/' 

15t FIFTH AVE., BET. 21ot and 23d ST. 

J. P. FILES, Pbopri«k>b, 

JOHN CANAVAN, pDAaMAcncTwr. 

The Undersigned would beg to inform the Medical Profbssion that he 

is again in business at the above establishment, where, having the 

entire control of the Pharmaceutical Departmenl; he will be enabled 

to carry on business as formerly for himselt 

Be^»ectfhlly, 

JOHN CANAVAN. 
N.B.— Medidnea at all hours, day and night 

ew York Academy of Medicine. — 

Transactioni, Vol. I. 8vo. doth, $3.A0l Vol IL (ready in a few 
davs) ,$2.60. Subscriptions recdved for the Transactions at $2.00 per 
volume. Bulletin, Vol. L, 1861-6S, 8va doth, $2.00l If sent by mall, 86 
cents extra must be remitted for postsge on each volume. 
Bailuxu Bbothbrs, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 

ospital Construction, with Notices 

of Foreign Military Hospitals. Bt CHABLE8 A. LEE, M.D. 
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U.8.A. 

LECTURE III.— PART L 
Gentlemen : — Gunshot injuries of the thorax may be divided 
iDio, firsts Don>penetrating injuries, or those in which the 
prqjectile has not entered the cavity of the thorax ; second, 
penetrating, or those in which the projectile has entered the 
cavity of the thorax and remains; third, perforating, or 
thoee in which the projectile has passed entirely through 
this cavity. 

IirsL Non-penetrating injuries, or those in which the 
missile does not enter the thoracic cavity, 

A rifle or musket ball, which merely impinges upon the 
surface of the skin and glances off without producing any 
lesion of structure, is .usually harmless. Unlike similar inju- 
ries of the scalp, it in general produces little or no nervous 
shock, and entails no serious results. If, under such cir- 
cumstances, the patient looks pale and seems exhausted, 
these phenomena are generally due to alarm occasioned by 
ihe belief that he has received a mortal wound. At Gen- 
treville a soldier requested me to examine his back, through 
which he said a ball had penetrated. He had walked from 
the field and looked pale and exhausted. Upon examina- 
tion, I found a discolored spot which he indicated as the 
8e4it of the injury, but no wound. He stated that the ball 
struck him with so much force as to make him stagger, 
and that he immediately experienced some difficulty in 
breathing, which was perhaps in part caused by the alarm, 
and in part by an injury to some small nerves. Oqca- 
sionally, however, the shock produced by a mu^et ball is 
sufficient to cause a rupture of some of the more superficial 
pulmonary vessels ; and in other cases it gives rise even- 
tually to plenritis or even pneumonia. 

Guthrie relates, that on the 17th of August, 1808, when 
the army under Wellington was about to ascend the heights 
of Rolica, a soldier received a ball upon his buff-leather 
belt on the right breast The noise made by the blow was 
quite audible. Mr. Guthrie saw the man faU, and supposed 
he was killed ; the ball had, however, only gone through 
his belt, and made a mark on his chest over the cartilage of 
the fourth rib. He recovered in a short time, spat a little 
blood in the nifht, and, after a large bleeding, was enabled 
to accompany the troops on the 20th, ready for the fight 
the next morning. 

A solid shot, or the convex surface of the fragment of a 
shell, may impinge upon the thorax, and, without causing 
any rupture of the skin or anything more than a slight 
abrasion, .t may fracture the ribs, rupture the lungs or 
some of the large bloodvessels, or even tear open the heart 
itself^ and thus cause almost immediate deaUi. In these 
cases the injury resembles those crushing accidents which 
oflen occur in civil life ; and the fatal internal lesions are 
produced rather by the weight than by the momentum of 
the projectile. The ribs, with their cartilages, are bent 
inwards violently, and made to encroach very far upon the 
contained viscera before they break, and serious lesions 
may be produced before the bony parietes are fractured ; 
but when at last the ribs themselves are broken, their ragged 
extremities are thrust violently inwards, and the internal 
lacerations are rendered more extensive. 

McLeod mentions the case of a soldier who was hit by a 
round shot on the edge of the breast-plate, which was so 
tamed in as to firacture the cartilages oi^the fifth, sixth, and 
■ereath ribs on the left side, close to the sternum. The 
skin was not wounded. He walked to the rear, and com- 
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plained but little for two hours, when he was seized with 
an acute pain in the region of the heart. His pulse became 
much accelerated, and he grew faint and collapsed. A dis- 
tinct and sharp bellows-sound accompanied the heart's 
action. He died in seventy-two hours fi"om the receipt of 
the injury, the pain and dyspnoea, which had been so urgent 
at first^ having abated for some hours before death. The 
heart was found to have been ruptured to an extent suffi- 
cient to allow of the finger being thrust into the left ven- 
tricle. The obliquity of the opening had prevented the 
blood escaping into the pericardium, which contained about 
two ounces of dark-colored serum. 

The elasticity of the ribs is such, also, that so|id shot fre- 
quently tear off the flesh extensively, uncovering the ribs 
over a space of several inches without producing a fracture. 

In several instances I have seen the side of the thorax 
covered with a dark-colored eschar caused by a solid shot, 
but in which cases the destruction of tissues extended no 
deeper than the integument. On the night of Aug. 1, 
1862, while Gen. McClellan's army lay encamped at Har- 
rison's Landing, the enemy commenced a brisk cannonading 
from the opposite shore of James river, throwing shells, 
round and conical shot, and red hot shot into the fleet oi 
transports, and into the densely crowded encampment of 
the troops along the shore. Among the casualties which 
came under my notice during the night and morning was 
a chest wound of the character which I have mentioned. 
The man who had received the injury was a private, be- 
longing to the Fourth Pa. Cavalry, and the shot had taken 
effect upon the left side of the thorax, over the fifth, sixth, 
seventh, and eighth ribs. A surface about the size of my 
hand was covered with a dark-brown eschar, but none of the 
ribs were broken. He was knocked down by the missile, 
and was for a moment unconscious. Several days later I 
found him still in bed, feeling very weak, and complaining 
of a burning pain in the eschar, but no symptoms had super- 
vened indicating the occurrence of any internal injury. 

Round balls have been frequently known to penetrate 
beneath the integuments, and pass around the outer cir- 
cumference of the chest for a greater or less distance, 
escaping finally at a point so remote from the point of 
entrance as to have led to the belief that the ball had passed 
directly through the cavity of the chest. It is supposed 
that the force of these balls must have been nearly expended 
before coming in contact with the body, and that they 
struck obliquely ; which circumstances, together with the 
remarkable elasticity of the bony parietes of the thorax, 
will sufficiently explain the eccentricity of their course. In 
some examples the ball, having entered near the centre of 
the thorax in front, has escaped directly opposite, near the 
spinal column ; indeed, the projection of the spinous pro- 
cesses of the vertebne generally determines the extent of 
the circuit in this direction, the ball being at this point 
either arrested and remaining lodged beneath the skin, or 
deflected towards the surface and making its escape. 

Conical balls, as we have already stated in our general 
remarks, are much less liable to be thus deflected, never- 
theless we still continue to meet with similar accidents occa- 
sionally. 

The following examples will illustrate some of the many 
varieties of gunshot wounds of the thoracic walls produced 
by bullets : 

A private in the 40th N.Y.V. was wounded at the battle 
of Williamsburg, Va. on the 6th of May, 1862, by a ball 
which entered obliquely on the left side, near the junction 
of the eighth rib with the sternum, and passed downwards 
and forwards towards the ensiform cartilage. The track 
of the ball, as far as it could be traced, was superficial, but 
it has never been found. At the expiration of eighteen 
months the wound remains fistulous. 

Wm. H. Hatchett, a private in the 13th N. C. Regt 
(Confederate), was wounded at the battle of South Moun- 
tain, Md., on the 14th of Sept. 1862, by a conical rifle ball, 
which entered the fore-arm, and, passing out near the elbow, 
again penetrated the arm, breaking the humerus, after 
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which it entered the side of the thorax, and made its final 
exit through the lower angle of the scapula. I saw this 
man a few days after the battle, at Frederick City, Mary- 
land, and found no evidence of internal thoracic injury. 
His condition seemed to promise a speedy recovery. 

H. P. Robinson, a private in the 5tn Pa. Cavalry, received 
a pistol-shot in the back of his thorax in a skirmish with the 
enemy at Williamsburg, Va, on the 9 th of Sept., 1862. The 
ball entered over the right shoulder, and, passing backwards, 
penetrated the scapula from its venter towards its dorsum, 
and was found lying beneath the integuments near the 
spine. It had not penetrated the thorax. I removed the 
ball bv a counter-opening, and^ upon introducing my finger 
into the wound in the direction of the scapula, the track 
was discovered to be filled with very small spiculse of bone, 
most of which I was unable to remove. The wound was 
left open and a poultice applied to encourage suppura- 
tion. 

I will next consider perforatmg gunshot wounds of the 
thortiXy or those in which the projectile h€u passed entirely 
through the thoracic cavity. 

We include in this division not only those accidents in 
which the perforation is complete, the ball having escaped 
through the opposite integuments by its own momentum, 
but also those in which the ball, having traversed the tho- 
racic cavity, is found lying more or less superficially outside 
of the thorax, in a position from which it may be easily 
removed by the surgeon. 

Perforatmg gunshot wounds of the chest present the 
widest range of prognosis, according to the direction which 
they have taken and the particular viscera which have suf- 
fered lesion. 

Wounds of the heart and of the large bloodvessels are in 
general immediately fatal. We are seldom in a position to 
witness the death of a man who has been shot through the 
heart, but I have had one unusual opportunity of witnessing 
the death of a soldier whose heart had been penetrated by 
bullets. 

While the army of the Potomac was encamped in fi-ont of 
Alexandria, Wm. H. Johnson, a private in the 1st N. Y. 
Vol. Cavalry, was shot for desertion. The execution oc- 
curred on the 13th of Dec, 1861, and I was stationed with 
Gen. Franklin and his staflf only a few yards from the cd- 
prit. The detachment of soldiers by whom the sentence 
was carried into execution consisted of twelve men, and was 
divided into two squads, composed respectively of eight and 
four men, the latter being held as a reserve. The arms 
used were Sharp's -carbines, loaded with conical balls. The 
distance was five paces. At the first fire four balls entered 
his chest, three penetrating the heart. The remaining balls 
did not take efiect After he was ^ot, during a period of 
two or three seconds, he sat motionless, and tJien fell slowly 
over to one side and to the ground. At this moment a 
slight convulsion passed through his frame, and the officer 
in command, supposing that he was not fatally wounded, 
ordered the reserve to fire, and their balls were found sub- 
sequently to have penetrated the face and head. I imme- 
diately rode to him and ascertained that he had ceased to 
breathe and was pulseless. He was dead. It is probable 
that the three balls which penetrated his heart, and which, 
as the autopsy showed, had lacerated it fireely, produced 
death in less than five seconds. 

{To U OmMpMiMl.) 

R^nonoN. — ^The German naturalists have been engaged 
in discussing at Stettin the subject oi resections, Barddeben 
explained at length the method of operation. He eulogized 
the plaster bandage in the afler-treatment, and dwelt upon 
the rbllowing important points for the success of the opera- 
tion: — 1st. None of the capsule of the joint should be 
allowed to remain. 2d. The after-treatment must be 
carefully and minutely attended to. A plaster bandage 
strengthened by strips of wood is best adapted to this pur- 
pose, and it should be water- tight, so that the water-bath 
may b« employed.— i/ed and Surg. Journal 
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By the late FREDERICK G. LeROY, M.D., 

or TAxmnowir. 

WITH TBI OBITUARY KOTICB OF THB AUTHOB. 

Bt F. D. L. 

Ths rough notes of this case were found among Dr. LeRoy's 
papers, from which this history has been prepu^ ; and it iff 
presented to the profession as one of those remarkable in-* 
stances which we occasionally meet with, of recovery from 
apparently hopeless injury of the head ; crushing of the 
catvarium. laceration of the dura mater and brain, with loss 
of cerebral substance, and with every indication also of frac- 
ture of the base ; the. symptoms, during the progress of the 
case, alternating, in a rather remarkable manner at inter- 
vals, between favorable and unfavorable, until finally the 
powers of nature, aided by the close attention and skill of 
the surgeon, triumphed. 

Case. — Harry Schubert, 12, having climbed a chestnut- 
tree, Oct 7, 1861, fell to the ground, striking on his head. 
Upon visiting him, found that he had sustain^ a compound 
fracture of the skull, involving portions of the left occipital, 
parietal, and temporal bones. The scalp was lacerated to 
a considerable extent There was also a fracture of the 
lower jaw. There was hsemorrhage from the wound, and 
also from the left ear. He was in a state of ooUapse, 
breathing heavily ; left pupil dilated, right contracted; pulse 
62. Having made the necessary enlargement of the scalp 
wound, I proceeded to remove a number of loose fragments, 
which readily came awav in pieces varying in size from an 
inch to an inch and a half square. The whole loss would 
probably amount to four or five square inches. The 
trephine was not used, but only the saw and elevator. 
The dura mater was lacerated to the extent of an inch and 
a half; the brain protruding, and small portions flowing 
away with the blood. Having cleansed the wound, the cut 
edges were approximated by sutures, and the part dressed 
with hnt wet with cold water. Pulse ranged from 62 to 
164 ; graduallv fell to 72. During the first night there was a 
succession of slight convulsions. Bladder relieved by 
catheter. For a few hours stimulants were required. 

October 21st. — During the last two weeKs nothing 
remarkable has occurred. Has never been perfectly con- 
scious ; wound looks well ; water-dressing continued. Has 
been taking pulvis antimoniaiis and magnes. sulph. Bowels 
rather constipated, sometimes requiring enemas. Pulse has 
sometimes ranged, during twenty-four hours, from 72 to 
135. Catheter was required for four days. To-day pulse 
68 ; symptoms unfavorable ; flashes of heat and cold ; mind 
confused. Takes beef-tea, eggs, rice, gruel, etc. Oct 23d. 
— Quite rational; free discharge or serum from Idft ear; 

Eulse 78, sofl; relishes his food; wound looks well; has 
ealed, except where badly lacerated. Oct 27th.— Condi- 
tion unfavorable ; comatose, with heat of skin ; fi^uent and 
feeble pulse; pupils inactive. Oct 28th. — ^No better; 
refuses food. Oct 30th. — ^Better; had a good ni^bt; no 
fever; puke good; appetite has returned ; nourishmg diet 
continued. !Nov. 3d. — Improving rapidly. Nov. 10th. — 
Bowels constipated ; mind not clear, cannot call objects by 
name. Dec. 1st.— Since last date the progress of the cure 
has been uninterrupted, and patient is now ont of danger. 
At this date, Feb. lOth, 1864, this patient is at sdiocn at 
Sinff-Sing, but is represented as " not bright" 

The injury sustained by this boy, and which resulted so 
fortunately, was very similar to that which recently deprived 
his surgeon of life in the full enjoyment of healtli, and <^ a 
successful professional career. 

In December last, while riding bis roonds in the Tillage 
of Tarzy town, Dr. LeRoy 's horses took fipighi and raa ftway, 
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throwing him from the carriage, his head striking with great 
force against the hub of the wheel of another vehicle. Two 
of his professional friends, Drs. Carutbers and Scribner, of 
Tarry tbwn, were soon with him. They found him perfectly 
unconscious, and very restless. The blow had been re- 
ceived on the verteXj which was literally crushed in by the 
iron ring on the hub ; the dura mater and brain lacerated, 
and the fracture extending in various directions towards 
the hose, which was probably also fractured, as there was 
abundant hssmorrhage from the left ear. The left eye 
protruded somewhat, and there was extensive ecchymosis 
oa the left side of the forehead. His medical attendants 
were painfully conscious that the case was a hopeless one, 
and that the profession, which he had so successfully prac- 
tised for the benefit of others, and of which he had been a 
bright ornament, could do nothing for him. He lingered in 
a perfectly insensible condition, and very restless, for iU>out 
twenty-fiix hours. 

Dr. LeBoy was one of those cheerful, frank, high-toned 
gentlemen, who at once impressed every one favorably 
with whom he came in contact He at once won frien(u 
wherever he went He was one whose intimate friendship 
was a valuable possession ; and, as the writer of this notice 
enjoyed, for a number of years, this possessioo, he feels it 
both a professional and friendly duty to pay this slight 
tribute to his memory. During a professional career of 
aome years in Tarrytown, his intercourse with his brother 
physicians, as I am assured, was never marred by one un- 
I^oisant occurrence, social or professional Their relations 
were always happy ; and there is every reason to believe 
that no one, apart from his ovni &mily, wsa more sadly im- 
pressed with the painful accident which so suddenly 
deprived them of a friend and brother. 

r«b(W7 16th, 18M. 



CASE OF MALINGERING. 
By DEWITT 0. PETERS, Asst.-Suro., U.S.A. 

■OBOBOV-IM-OBABOB 09 JABTIS «BNBBAL HOSPITAL, BALTUIOmS, M.D. 

ParvATE T. F., a cavalry soldier, aged twenty-five years, 
was transferred to this hospital from Camp Tyler, Balti- 
more, to be examined (as he said) for a discharge from the 
service. The man stated, that he had enlisted about six 
months since, and that soon afterwards he was attacked 
with rheumatism, which completely disabled him before 
he had performed any field duty. On admission into the 
hospital, it was notioBd that he was in robust health, other- 
wise than certain deformities, which at first insp^iction 
were thought by his medical officers to be feigned. He 
was watcb^ closely for several days, and placed under the 
use of placebos^ but nothing was noticed in his conduct 
whereby the fraud could l:^ detected. The truth is, that 
after four months' experience, the man was pronounced a 
perfect adept in the art of malingering; and, in my con- 
nexion of several years with solmers, I had never seen a 
case where the deception was acted with more thorough 
otuming. His arms and hands were contracted across l^s 
^eet, were very much distorted, rigid, and presented a 
pitiful appearance to the beholder. The man's physiogno- 
my resembled that of a mendicant when pl3rin^ his voca- 
tion, and any attempt to overcome the rigidity of the 
oppor extremities, increased these indications of suffering. 
The caae afforded no explanation nor satisfactory conclu- 
sion under the treatment above mentioned; therefore I 
confronted him with the charge of feienin^ rheumatism, 
and strengthened the accusation by iniorming him there 
were no local symptoms present which would warrant the 
belief of his ever having had the disease. Finding neither 
posoasion nor fear comd overcome his determination to 
carry out his purpose of gaining his discharge, perhaps 
with the idea of again imposing on the government by 
reenlisting in some distant section of the country where he 
coold obtain another bounty, I resolved to resort to other 
■Maaa, Agaiaat his isoUnation, the man was oarried to 



the operating room of the hospital,' and, in the presence of 
several officers, an anesthetic (sulphuric ether^ was admi- 
nistered to him. While yielding to the powerful influences 
of the remedy, it was noticed that he endeavored, through 
the aid of his will, to retain his fingers, hands, and arms in 
the deformity they had assumed ; but in doing so, he un- 
consciously moved the parts, and fully exposed the decep- 
tion. When fully etherized he became perfectly relaxed, 
and then not the least anchylosis nor contraction (of a per- 
manent nature) could be detected. The sponge was re- 
moved, and the man allowed gradually to regain his 
senses; but before he was fully conscious of what was 
occurring about him, he was placed upon his feet and 
exercised in the manual of arms by the officer command- 
ing our invalid company. In this condition he found him- 
self on fining the tull control of his mind. He was kept 
at this drill for one hour or more in the presence of many of 
the convalescents of the hospit^ who were highly indig- 
nant at his past conduct, but wfio enjoyed the treatment. 
His cure was now completed bv giving him a oold bath, 
and he left the hospital with perfect use of all his limbs, 
and with a lesson taught him which may have its moral 
effect. 

Rtmarhs, — Sulphuric ether is a most valuable remedy 
in detecting various diseases simulated by soldiers. • Its 
slow and insidious action enables the surgeon to easily 
detect the feigned deformity or sickness. In aphonia, 
chronic rheumatism, anchylosis, incontinence of urine, ana 
numerous other complaints the soldier selects often to deceive 
his medical officer, the exposition under its influence is 
complete, and hence its advantage over chloroform, the ac- 
tion of which is too sudden and dangerous to be employed 
with impunity. 

^^B^>__— •^^^■^i— ^aiaaa^ 

THE HISTORY OF A REMARKABLB 

CASE OF HEMIPLEGIA AND ANASARCA. 
By E. p. METCALF, M.D., 

or QKHnSK, K.T. 

The history of the following case embraces a period of 
nearly forty years. In sketching it, I must depend entirely 
upon memory, and shall be unable to give minutiss, not 
having reference to any notes whatever. 

The first that I heard of Mary Lindsle^ was, I think, in 
1830, through Dr. Stillwell of Livonia, Livingston Co., N. Y. 
The doctor told me that he had a case of paralysis of the 
right side, in an unmarried woman of about 30, of four 
years' standing; that she was wholly unable to use the 
arm and hand, or the leg^ in walking ; that she was other- 
wise healthy ; was very mgenious in the use of the needle, 
which she used with the left hand, pinning her work to the 
helpless right arm, which was earned in a sling ; that she 
was a smart, intelli^nt woman, and very desirous of being 
cured. He also said that he nad learned from Mary that 
several years before she had an abscess of the right side, 
pronounced by Dr. Daniels, an intelligent physician, who 
attended her, to be hepatic ; that it was laid open and con- 
tinued to discharge for a long time ; finally healing, when 
she became very well and taught school^ until stricken 
down suddenly with paralysis. Dr. Stilwell was deeply 
interested in the case, and inquired of me as to the oest 
mode of treatment I had shortly before seen in the Am, 
Jowr, of Med. ScieneeSf an article from the pen of Professor 
Dicloon, of South Carolina, on the treatment of paralysis, 
in which he gave several cases, vrith his mode of treatment^ 
which consisted substantially of strychnine (then quite a 
new article). He put 6 grs. to an oz. of alcohol (by-the-by, 
a bad solvent^ but I did not know it then), and b^g;an wiui 
six drops, repeated every few hours ; gradually increasing 
the number of drops, until some visible effect was producea 

Dr. Stilwell adopted Prof. Dickson's plan, and at onoe 
commenced the treatment of his patient In a few weeksi 
I learned that after taking the strychnine for gome days in 
gndually augmented dose^ she was leiaed with tfUEOB of 
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the affected side, which continued for several hours. 
When they subsided, the Dr. thought there was a slight 
improvement, and urged the continuance of the medicine, 
seconded by Mary herself, though in violent opposition to 
the wishes of her friends, who were apprehensive that the 
]>oisonous stuff would kill her. The treatment was per- 
sisted in, every few days producing the spasms, when for a 
day or so it was discontinued. In a few months she was very 
perceptibly better, being able to walk pretty well ; and had 

{)artially recovered the use of the arm and hand. At 
ength she became so much better, that the strychnine was 
only given occasionally, when she had " run down." The fol- 
lowing year she came to Geneseo, and placed herself under 
my personal observation and care. I found her a large, well 
developed, strong, healthy woman. The paralysis, to a great 
extent, was apparenUy gone ; but rtaUy^ as I was told, she had 
to be " wound up " by strychnine every three or four weeks. 
At the time I first saw her, I was informed that aU of the 
functions of^the system were in regular healthy operation. 
I anxiously awaited the time when it would be necessary 
" to wind her up." The first indication of such a necessity 
appeared in an awkward, imperfect use of the hand, arm, 
and leg ; she hobbled rather than walked ; her hand was of 
a purpush color, and moved with difficulty ; she was unable 
to grasp anything ; oocasionaUy an electric rigor would pass 
over her ; her speech was also impaired ; if the hand was 
taken, and moved with a quick motion, as if shaking hands, 
it became very painfiil ; all its motions were imperfect, con- 
strained, and awkward. She said '^ it had the blues,'* and 
always acted so when she required the strychnine. I had 
been informed of the way she would "cut up " when under 
the operation of strychnine, and now, anxiously, was about to 
witness the " performance." 

By this time she had become so accustomed to taking 
the strychnine, that she knew the required dose, which was 
administered. In a few minutes afler taking it, a convulsive 
rigor passed over her, producing an impatient scream. She 
was irascible and snappish. In ten or fifteen minutes she 
had a sharp convulsion, and then fell asleep in her rocking- 
chair. Her sleep was very profound. Now came the tug 
of war. I had learned how she was to be awakened. A 
64-pounder, or any other large gun, would be let off to no 
purpose with her. Nothing but a persistent pull of the 
palsied arm, having hold of the hand, and at the same time 

1>ressing upon the ulnar nerve, would awaken her. After 
etting her. sleep for some nfteen or twenty minutes, I 
fulled at the arm and pressed upon the nerve, as directed, 
n a short time there was a tremor of the hand and arm, 
and then a scream. I knew what was coming, and slipped 
behind her, still having hold of the hand, and still manipu- 
lating. As soon as I perceived that her eyes were opening, 
I darted out of the door, which I took good care should be 
in the rear ; thus making my escape into another room, 
without being seen by her, and holdmg fast the door upon 
the other side. Lord, what a storm there was ! She was a 
perfect furv, scolding with all her might. There were a 
number of ladies and gentlemen in the room, quietly seated. 
I could hear her storming at them for letting somebody 
hurt her. If she suspected any one present, the kicks and 
blovTS, which she was sure to bestow, were anything but 
pleasant to the unfortunate recipient In short, she was 
mad in the true sense of the word — she was sadly aeranged. 
In a short time, when the fury of the storm had abated, I 
re-entered the room. She looked sharply at me, and then 
" blew me up " for being away so that somebody could hurt 
her. I v^ras very sorry that anyone had injured her, and in 
a few minutes succeeded in soothing her. By-the-by, in 
order to control her, it was necessary for her to regard me 
as her finend, who would not "hurt" her. So the hasty 
exit firom the room, as she was awakening, was a necessity. 
She soon became pleasant, and desired me to give her 
something to drink ** that was good." A little wine and 
sugared water set all things right She became very 
loquacious and happy, keen, and often witty. What she 
said was as sensible and as consecutive as what she uttered 



at any other time. I found that she would often refer to 
persons, without naming them, who were present at pre- 
vious times, and to matters of which I was entirely ignorant 
She had no recollection of any event, unless it had com^ under 
her observation while in this condition. For the many 
years that I have attended her since, I never knew her on 
these occasions to pronounce the name of any person. The 
reference she made would be to him or A«r ;Land if we were 
unable to divine who, and name the person, she would 
become impatient, and not unfrequently abusive. When 
the name was called, she recognised it instantly, and'became 
satisfied. She seemed utterly unable to pronounce a proper 
name. In about an hour after being awakened, she was in 
'^high feather." She was then in a poetical mood, and 
pen, ink, and paper being given, she would perpetrate some 
verses, generally of a religious character, written with the 
left hand — and which, by-me-by, were not. in my judgment, 
of a very high order. After some three nours, spent very 
happily, and a portion very gleefuUy, she became sober and 
moody, and soon after again went to sleep in her chair. 

This time she would be awakened with much less diffi- 
culty, and be rational when she awoke. Such was the 
programme, and so I found it She yawned, rubbed her 
eyes, and inquired how long she had slept, and how she 
had behaved? She had not the faintest recollection of 
anything that had occurred. In a few minutes that electric 
shudder and short scream recurred, with a little spasmodic 
action of the muscles of the hand, arm. and leg ; the flexors 
and extensors alternately and rapidly contracting. The 
tragic part of the play was now about to commence. The 
spasmodic action grew more and more violent, the arm and 
leg moved rapidly, the mouth and eyes were drawn to one 
side, respiration was accelerated, the whole right side wa» 
in commotion, the spasms became vehement, the whole 
frame shook, she lapsed into unconsciousness, the mouth 
and face became greatly distorted — ^when suddenly, after all 
this had continued from three to five minutes, her arms fell 
down, the head fell back, the eyes closed, and the breathing 
was entirely suspended. The faintest polsation of the heart 
alone, showed that life was not extinct: pulse there wa» 
none. Cold water, violently and repeatedly thrown from a 
tumbler, especially when made to hit her over the mouth, 
was the grand restorative. A very forcible and exact hit 
would cause a sudden inspiration, and a faint scream. 
When this occurred, the danger was over. In ten or 
fifteen minutes Mary was herself again, though complain- 
ing a good deal of soreness of the arm and leg of the 
affected side. 

I have described, as nearly as I can, one instance of the 
" winding-up " of Mary Lindsley by strychnine. I am not 
able to daguerreotype its comical or tragical characteristics. 
The way to know about Mary at such times, was to see 
her. I gave the medicine and attended her for many years ; 
at first once in three or four weeks, then in six or eight, 
then two or three times a year ; always with the same un- 
varying train of symptoms. In a couple of days after takinr 
the medicine, she would be "as smart as a whip" and 
became the village upholsterer, mattress maker, lounge 
stuffer, carpet maker, etc. She had a great deal of muscu- 
lar strength, and when any of our housewives had a heavy 
carpet to repair and put down, Mary was the very person 
of all others to do the job. 

For some ten years past, she has taken no strychnine to 
my knowledge, though she used morphine liberally every 
day. Her paralysed limbs appeared perfectly restored, or 
nearly so. At times she had her complaints, though palsy 
Wis no part of them. I omitted to say that acetic acid or 
stiong vinegar instead of alcohol, was used for the last twelve 
or fifteen years, as the strychnine would entirely dissolve in 
either. Twelve grs. to the oz. was the strength of the solu- 
tion, and from twelve to twenty drops was a sufficient 
dose. The doctors in the vicinity, and a great many other 
persons, would beg to be informed when Mary was next to 
take her medicine ; so that on such occasions there would 
be a grand exhibition. I recollect that on one occasion the 
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Ute Prof. James Webster, of Rochester, was present, and 
witnessed the performance with profound interest. He 
was sure she would die during the final stage, declared he 
could not endure it, and took an abrupt departure. I was not 
in the habit of telling doctors how she acted when awakened 
in the mad fit; and when I made my sudden exit, would 
leave some doctor hanring over her and eagerly drinkijig in 
all the strangeness of the case ; suddenly she would pounce 
upon him. pull his hair, kick his shins with the left foot, and 
hammer mm with her left fist to her heart's content, and 
to his dire amazement That was the initiation fee. None 
but doctors had to pay it. 

Some seven or eight years ago she was taken ill, but how, 
or of what she complained in the early stage, I can't tell. 
She was then, I believe, under the care of Dr. Lauderdale 
of this village. I know this : that I saw her occasionally, 
and found she had anasarca, her limbs and body being much 
distended with water ; that the pulse was small, irregular, 
and intermittent : and that she was supposed to be laboring 
under an incurable disease of the heart I recollect on one 
occasion to have taken the late Dr. Mclntyre, of York 
(who was an eminent physician and an honor to the profes- 
sion), to see and examme her. He made a careful exami- 
nation, thoroughly explored the chest, and gave it as his 
opinion that she had disease of the heart, which would 
probably terminate fatally. In a short time the skin became 
enormously distended, and I proposed, and did puncture it 
a little to give egress to the fluid. She was impatient of 
the puncturing process, and it was not carried far enough 
to do any gooa. In a few days the distension was so great, 
that I thought the skin must burst, and then there came on 
an intolerable itching over the entire body. Scratch she 
would, and scratch she did. That proved more effectual 
than puncturing. The skin was very extensively broken 
over the body and limbs, and from this entire excoriated 
surface there was a great discharge of water. Folded 
sheets were placed around her to absorb the discharging 
fluid, but they were soon saturated ; the entire bed was 
saturated, and a wash-tub was finally placed under it, to 
receive the copious flow of water. The swelling of the 
body and limbs pretty much disappeared in the course of 
twenty-four hours, and Mary soon began to " pick up her 
crumlw " again. I recollect that during or after this enor- 
mous anasarcous enlargement, she took freely of a decoc- 
tion of the root of m^c weed^ which she thought, and I 
thought, largely increased the urinary discharge. Shortly 
after this, and as soon as she was able to bear the fatigue of 
a removal, she went to Rochester, an inmate of a benevo- 
lent institution there — " The Home of the Friendless." I 
know but very little of her since. I have heard, however, 
that for several years she enjoyed tolerable health, and did 
more or less upholstering for the estabhshment She died 
in December, 1863. 

In giving this outline (and it is nothing more than a 
bare outline) of the case of Mary Lindsley, I am sensible 
that 1 have very imperfectly accomplished the task. Her 
case is in fact a very interesting and important one. 

Autopsy made by Dr. Thomas Arner, Rochester. " The 
Iieart was hjrpertrophied, exactly how_ much we bad no 
means of ascertaining — should say twenty ounces ; no evi- 
dence of pericarditis or of endocarditis j valves all healthy, 
except a trifling insuflSciency of those of the pulmonary 
artery ; no evidence of fatty degeneration ; the right ven- 
tride was full of colorless clots (emboli as they are called) 
which extended a short distance into the pulmonary ar- 
tery. These were doubtless the immediate cause of death ; 
that is, if we accept the latest theory of the profession about 
them. The lower portion of the left lung (half the lobe) 
was a mass of tubercles; the apex of the lung contained 
but little tubercle, but gave evidence, in a large cicatrix, of 
previous deposits and softening ; no pleuritic adhesions ; 
the right lung was a mass of tubercles from top to bottom, 
with very httle healthy portion, only lyinff posteriorly 
and confined to the middle and upper lobes. It was firmly 
attached throughout (except the nealthy parts) to the dia- 



phragm and costal walls. These adhesions were evidently 
of long standing, and the result of extensive pleurisy ; the 
hver was healthy, and gave no evidence of former disease ; 
no adhesions. No other organs of the body were examined. 
" I was not prepared to find so extensive disease of the 
lun^. r had doubts about the existence of much, if any 
tubercles, and I was equally unprepared to find so httfe 
disease of the heart Basing my diagnosis on the symp- 
toms and previous history of the case, I expected to find 
extensive organic disease of this organ. A great error I 
fell into, you observe. I think you will agree with me in 
saying that the hypertrophy was secondary to, and depending 
upon, tiisease of the lungs (impeded circulation) as the 
cause of it It is wonderful that she has Uved so long, and 
gives us something on which to build a hope, even in coti- 
sumpUon. There are some points in the history of her long- 
continued illness that are not clear to me, and upon which 
I would Uke some information. Can you tell me whether 
she really had inflammatory rheumatism a number of years 
ago ; and when it was that she began to show s3rmptom8 of 
cardiac disease? To what was the dropsy attributable 
which she had some years ago, and did she have an abscess 
on the right side supposed to communicate with the hver 
or pleural cavity ? Thomas Arner." 

A letter containing the above post-mortem account and 
inquiries was addressed to Dr. Lauderdale, who, not beinff 
so conversant with the entire history of the case as myself 
handed the letter to me, with a request that I would 
comply with Dr. Arner's wishes. 

Remarks. — There are some points about this case of 
especial interest. 

1st That abscess which was pronounced to be of the 
Hver. As Dr. Daniels, who then attended her, has long 
been dead, no person Uving can probably throw any licht 
upon it and its surroundings. From what I had heard, I 
supposed that it was a hepatic abscess, and expected that 
some trace of it would be found upon an examination after 
death. It seems that the " liver was found healthy, and 
gave no evidence of former disease." 

2d. If the abscess was of the lungs or of the thoracic 
cavity, why were there not more evidences of its having 
been there disclosed on the post-mortem examination ? 

3d. Was there any relation between the abscess, or its 
drying up, and the hemiplegia ? She thought there was. 

4th. So far as I know, where strychnine is found useful 
in paralysis, its long-continued repetition is not called for 
in the way it was found necessary in this instance. 
Patients, when benefited by it, are usually " wound up " 
for good. In this case, without its occasional repetition 
for long years, she would doubtless have relapsed to utter 
helplessness. 

5th. Metaphysicians may perhaps explain her uniform 
craziness or madness, upon her first awatening after taking 
the strychnine; I cannot She had two distinct mental 
existencies, if I may so express it (she used to say that she 
had two souls ; for aught I know she had Ihree^ for she was 
a great riddle), the one normal, and the other, what ? not 
hallucinatory, because the operations of her mind were 
carried on perfectly; though never trenching upon, nor 
having the least cognisance of what passed through her 
mind m its normal conditions. This to me has always been 
full of interest, and is altogether inexplicable. Ah, we don't 
know yet all about that wonderful organ, the brain. The 
most difficult part of the description of the case is to portray 
the workings of her mind, and her conduct when under the 
first influence of strychnine, so that others can see it as it was. 
The portraiture is impossible. 

6th. There is novelty to me in the mode nature adopted 
, to rid the system of that vast accumulation of water. The 
' kidneys were entirely unable to carry it off. The use of 
the milk weed was of great service. While using it, she 
urinated a great deal more than when not using it As a 
domestic remedy in exciting the action of the Kidneys, I 
know of nothing that equals it 

7ih. The autopsy disclosed incomparably less difficulty of 



114 ABMriMO M«aioftI TIlBM. 



REPORTS OF SOCIETIES. 



lCtfdl^l86i. 



the heart than I expected. I never knew of her having 
had rheumatism. 

8th. I was astonished to learn that the lungs were so 
tuberculated. Mary always had a cough and expectorated 
freely ; but the sputa never appeared to be of a purulent 
diaracter. The examination disclosed that the right lun^ 
was firmly attached throughout (except the healthy parts) 
to the diaphragm and costal walls. These adhesions were 
evidently of long standing, and the result of extensive 
pleurisy. Is it not probable that that mysterious abscess 
originated in this part, and these adhesions walled it up ? 

Obruso, N.Y., Deoember, 1868w 

P.S. — I forgot to mention that at one time, many years 
ago. Mary's paralysis was transferred to the oesophagus, 
which for weeks incapacitated her from swallowing food or 
drink. She was nourished by the stomach-pump, and 
finally cunsd of thai phase of the disease by having the 
strychnine pumped into the stomach. Then she went 
through the usual course of " winding up " symptoms, and 
came out sdl right^ so far as swallowing was concemea. 
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NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

- Btatkd MxBTiKOf Oet 28, 1868. 
DB. B. a CONANT, PBESIDSNT, IN THE CHAIB. 

UOATURX OF THE LEFT SUBCLAVIAN INSIDE THE SCALENUS 
MUSCLE, TOGETHER WITH COMMON CAROTID AND VERTEBRAL 
ARTERIES, FOR SUBCLAVIAN ANEURISM. HiBMORRHAOE FROM 
THE DISTAL END OF THE SUBCLAVIAN — DEATH ON 42d DAT. 

Dr. Parker presented a specimen of subclavian aneurism 
of the right side, which he nad removed from the body of a 
man with the following history: — During the month of 
August, 1862, a swelling about the size of a walnut made 
its appearance without assi^able cause above the centre 
of the patient's right clavicle. It did not increase for a 
period of seven months, when it began slowly to enlarge, 
80 Uiat at the <end of a year, when Dr. Parker was first 
consulted, it had attained the size of a hen's egg. 

I'he diagnosis of aneurism was at once made, and the 
patient was advised to remain for some time quietly at 
nome, take no violent exercise, and live upon vegetable 
diet. When he was next seen the tumor had increased 
somewhat in size, and by pressure upon the axillary plexus 
had given rise to xx)nsiderable pain in the arm of the affect- 
ed side. He was advised to submit either to the operation 
of ligation of the subclavian arterv with its uncertain re- 
sults, or to amputation at the shoulder-joint At the end 
of four or five weeks the patient again presented himself; 
the tumor had then very much increased in size, and he 
was suffering extremely from pain in the right arm. He 
was then admitted (September 2, 1863) to the New York 
Hospital His nights were sleepless, and there was a very 
singular change in his circulation. When last seen, the 
pulsations in each wrist were regular, and numbered 76 ; 
now the pulsations in the right wrist could hardly be 
appreciated, and on the left side there was nearly the same 
condition of things present The pulsation of his carotid 
varied from 120 to 130. A consultation, which was called, 
resulted in a decision to tie the common carotid near the 
bifurcation, and secure a good plug, and also the sub- 
clavian inside the scalenus muscle, together with the ver- 
tebral artery. It was thought best to ligate the vertebral 
artery in orider to guard agamst the accident which occur- 
red in Kearney Bodgers's case of ligature of the left sub-* 
davian in 1845. Dr. Rodgers applied a ligature just inside 
the vertebral artery in the first division. His patient 
went on very well until the fourteenth or fifleenth day, 
when he died of secondary hemorrhage, the result of the 
recurrent ciroulation through the vertebral into the sub- 



clavian. On the proximal side of the ligature was a well 
formed plug, but on the distal side there was of course no 
coagulum whatever. 

Tne operation was entered upon, and the ligatures applied 
without difficulty. The pulsations in the tumor immemately 
ceased, as did also the intense pain in the arm. The case 
progressed exceedingly well until the tenth day, when 
there- was a slight haemorrhage, which, however, was easily 
controlled. On the twelfth day the Ugature from the vertebral 
artery came away. September 17th ligature of carotid came 
away ; this was followed by a slight haemorrhage, which^ 
however, had nothing to do with the artery itself The 
ligature from the subclavian did not come away until the 
26th, twenty-four days afler the operation. On the 29th 
there was a slight and easily controlled haemorrhage. Oct 
1st — Suppuration fi-om the wound was very free; although 
nature had done a good deal towards closing the opening 
the tissues graduaUy broke away under the influence (^ 
pressure and of the persulphate of iron which had been 
used to check the bleeding. Oct 7. — Haemorrhage to the 
extent of three ounces, and prefety free. In the evening 
haemorrhage again, about one ounce. He rallied, however, 
from all this until the forty-second day after the operation, 
when haemorrhage again occurred, and he died. 

The autopsy was made four hours post-mortem, by Dr. 
Sands, assisted by the gentlemen of the house-staff. The 
following is his report : — 

Bight stemo-mastoid removed; clavicles on either sidv 
sawn across at the junction of the outer with the middle- 
third ; and the sternal portion removed, together with the 
sternum, the costal cartilage having been previously divided; 
pericardium opened^ and an incision made into the aorta^ 
through which a pipe was introduced and water injectea 
upwards. After a considerable quantity of water had been 
thrown into the vessels, some of it was seen to issue from 
what was afterwards found to be the distal end of the right 
subclavian artery ; more escaping, however, from the 
proximal end. The water also appeared through the 
lefl internal mammary, which had been cut in raising the 
sternum, but more through the ri^ht internal mammary, 
although this had likewise been divided. The wound was 
deep, extensive ulceration having taken place to the right 
of the trachea ; at its bottom was a round opening, which, 
upon examination, proved to be the distal extremity of the 
subclavian artery. The common carotid artery, internal 
jugular vein, and pneumogastric were matted together by 
inflammatory products, as were the tissues genertuly in the 
neighborhood of the wound. The carotid artery beyond 
the point which had been tied was occupied by a firm pluff 
that extended nearly to its bifurcation. The proxuiul 
portion of the carotid, as well as that of the subclavian, had 
been destroyed by ulceration, so that the bifurcation of the 
innominate was no longer visible. The latter vessel pre- 
sented an open mouth with jagged ulcerated edges, and 
was filled by a firm fibrinous plug, which occupied nearly 
its entire length, and projected slightly through its open 
extremity. The distal end of the subclavian had ulcerated 
away, carrying with it the proximal portion of the verte- 
bral, the distal portion of the latter being found well plugged* 
Excepting the vertebral, all the branches of the subclavian 
were found, and were seen to have their normal relation 
with the main trunk. They were also pervious, as was 
shown by the fact that they all adiAitted a probe introduced 
through the open end of the subclavian, before described as 
lying at the bottom of the wound. It was evident, ther^ 
lore, that the patient had died of haemorrhage m>m the 
distal end of the subclavian, the blood having found its way 
into the latter bv the recurrent circulation. The aneurism 
sac was larger than' a hen's egg, and neariy filled with 
coa^la. The axillary artery l^yond the aneurism was 
healthy and unobstructed. 

Several important morbid alterations were noticed on the 
led side of the neck. The left internal jugular vein was 
entirely obstructed by a plug of a brownish yellow color, 
evidently an old coagulum. The left subclavian artery, just 
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beyond the origin of its branches, became suddenly smaller 
than natural, and on examination was discovered to be 
obliterated for five-eighths of an inch, beyond v^hich it 
mgain resumed its normal size and appearance. The occlu- 
sion of the vessel seemed to have been the result of inflam- 
mation, the coats being thickened and indurated. 

Db. Pabker stated in conclusion that the operation for 
ligature of the subclavian had been performed in all eleven 
times by the following surgeons ; — ^L Golles, in 1811, death 
occurring fi-om haemorrhage on the fourth day ; II. Mott, 
in 1833, death from haemorrhage on the eighteenUi day ; 
III. Hayden, in 1835, death from haemorrhage on the 
twelfth day ; IV. O'Reilly, in 1836, death by haemorrhage 
on the twenty-third day; V. Partridge, in 1841, death 
from pericarditis and pleuritis on the fourth day ; YI. and 
VIL Liston, in two cases — in the first, 1837, death occur- 
red from haemorrhage on the thirteenth day, and in the 
second, 1839, death from same cause on the thirty-sixth 
day ; VlII. and IX. Auverte, in two cases ; in both death 
was the result of haemorrhage, in the first on the twenty- 
second, and in the second on the eleventh day. X. Rodg- 
ers, case already referred to ; XI. Lastly, Cuvellier, in I860, 
death from haemorrhage on the tenth day — carotid and 
subclavian of right side Ugatured. 

Db.Buok remarked — A case invested with deeper interest 
than the one before us could scarcely be presented for our 
consideration. From the post-mortem dissection just de- 
scribed and the specimen exhibited, it appears that, not- 
withstanding the direct and reverse arterial currents had 
been intercepted by the ligatures applied to the subclavian, 
common carotid, and vertebral arteries, the success of the 

ration was defeated by the circulation still kept up in 
aneunsmal sac by means of the thyroid axL<s mternal 
mammary, and superior intercostal branches. The anas- 
tomoses of the terminal branches of the right inferior 
thyroid with those of the superior of the same side, and 
also of the internal mammary with the epigastric, must 
have afforded the channels for restoring and keeping up 
the circulation in the sac, and thus the formation of coa- 
gulum within its cavity has been prevented. Though the 
Egature upon the subclavian had completely divided the 
artery, leaving both ends open and exposed, the plug on 
the proximal side of the ligature had filled up the Inno- 
minata, and closed it so impermeably as not to permit the 
passage of water injected at the root of the aorta. On the 
distal side of this ligature, however, the open mouth of the 
artexy communicated immediately with the sac, and had 
famished the repeated haemorrhages preceding death. 

The question here suggests itself— Would the ligation of 
the thyroid axis, the internal mammary, and superior 
intercostal, in addition to the vertebral, have arrested all 
circulaUon in the aneurismal sac, and thus secured the con- 
ditions of success ? It appears to me that it would have 
done so, and it is my firm conviction that this expedient 
ou^ht to be tried before we concede the impossibility of 
cunng aneurism of the outer division of the subclavian 
artery by an operation. 

Dr. Mabkoe — I coincide entirely with the views ex- 
jNressed by Dr. Buck. It seems to me that all the expe- 
rience yet recorded on this subject, goes distinctly to show 
that the cause of failure in this operation is haemorrhage 
from the distal side of the ligatured vessel. No clot has 
been found in any of the cases published on the distal side 
of the ligature : and we may safely infer, therefore, that 
the failure of tne operation is due to the absence of this 
|Ht>tective clot The essential pre-requisite to the forma- 
tion of a clot seems to be such a stoppage of the blood 
current as will permit coagulation. This, I think, can only 
be accompUshed in the present instance by the tying of all 
the collateral branches by which recurrent circulation may be 
established. The only question, in my mind, is, is the pro- 
posed plan feasible ? I think it is, and should not hesittite, 
m a similar case, to try it. That the tying of such collate- 
ral branches is a very safe procedure, is illustrated by the 
condition of the ligatured vertebral in this specimen, which 



has shrunken down to a small solid cord not half its original 
size, and was still more fully exemplified in a case in which 
I recently tied the superior thyroid arteries for goitre. 
Fearing secondary haemorrhage, which is not uncommon 
afler these operations, I apphed the ligature to all the col- 
lateral branches in the neighborhood of the main ligature ; 
two such being tied on one side, and one on the other. 
No haemorrhage occurred during the beaUng of the wounds. 
So convinced am I that this procedure may supply the 
wanting element of success, that I should certaimy try it 
in the next case which presents itself to me. 

Dr. E. Erackowizer thought, that if the blood returning 
in the aneurismal sac by the anastomotic circulation through 
the branches of the scaleno-tracheal portion of the sub- 
clavian artery^was not led off by the axillary artery into 
the shoulder and the upper extremity, it would coagulate 
in the sac and prevent secondary haemorrhage f^r the 
falling off of the ligature of the scaleno-tracheal artery. 

This result could perhaps be attained, if the distal opera- 
tion on the supra or infra-clavicular artery preceded the liga- 
ture of the scaleno-tracheal artery. 

Dr. T. Markob remarked that such a plan had been 
taken into consideration, but had been abandoned, because 
the blood reaching the sac by the coUateral branches would 
not merely flow towards the axilla, but being centripetal 
in one branch, for example, the thyroid axis might be 
sent in a centrifugal direction in another one, for blood 
enters the aneurismal sac from the proximal side even 
with greater force than before, and, oi course, has direct 
free access to the branches or the main aitery, before it 
expands in the aneurism, yet coagulation under these 
worst imaginable circumstances does take place; and 
although rarely so perfectly as to result in a radical cure, 
yet thereby enough is shown to make it in his eyes 
worth the attempt^ in a similar case, to tie the subclavian 
artery inside as well as outside the scalenL 

Dr. Sands called the attention of the Society to the 
appearance presented by the arteria innominata, as illus- 
trating one of the modes by which nature guarded against 
the occurrence of direct secondary haemorrhage. Patholo- 
gists were not quite agreed as to the precise dianges that 
took place in and around an artery after the application of 
a ligature. That the ligature caused ulceration of the ar- 
tery at the point where it was applied ; that by exciting 
the inflammatory process it led to the formation of an in- 
ternal fibrinous plug, by which the vessel was rendered 
impervious ; that the opposite sides of the artery became 
adherent to each other m the immediate vicinity of the 

Coint ligated ; and that the tissues surrounding tne artery 
ecame consolidated by the deposition of coagulable lymph, 
were facts which had long been taught and believed. A 
difference of opinion existed, however, regarding the man- 
ner in which secondary haemorrhage was prevented ; some 
attaching great importance to the formation of an internal 
coa^ulum ; others relying mainly on the deposit of lymph 
in the neighboring tissues ; whilst there were not wanting 
those who denied the value or necessity of either of these 
processes, and maintained that safety depended upon the 
direct closure of the artery at the point tied by the adhe- 
sion of its sides. The appearances in the present specimen 
afforded positive evidence that the desimi security might 
be obtained simply through the intervention of an internal 
coagulum or plug, sufficiently firm and adherent to resist 
the force of the column of blood propelled against it. In 
the present instance, as had been already stated, free sup- 
puration had followed the operation ; the subclavian and 
carotid arteries on the cardiac aspect of the figatiires had 
been destroyed by ulceration as far as the place of bifur- 
cation of the innominata ; and the extremity of the latter 
vessel was found open and ^ping, at the bottom of the 
wound, its cavity being occupiea for the greater part of its 
length by a firm yellowish coag^ulum, which could be seen 
by looking into its open extremity. That this coi^ulum had 
been efficient during life in obviating haemorrhage, was 
shown, not only by the symptoms which indicated 
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rent hsemorrhage, but also by an experiment performed at 
the post-mortem examination. The thorax having been 
opened, the pericardium was divided, and a pipe introduced 
into the aorta at its origin. A syringe was'then f^plied, 
and water injected with considerable force into the vessel 
Had the innominate artery been pervious, that fact would 
have been proved at once by tne escape of fluid from its 
open extremity, which, however, remained perfectly dry 
during the experiment. But, after a quart or more of 
water had been injected, this fluid was seen to issue freeljr 
from the distal end of the subclavian artery, into which it 
had found its way through the anastomotic channels. Dr. 
Sands did not wish to be understood as asserting that the 
mode of preventing secondary hsBmorrha^e here exempli- 
fied obtained in every case ; he merely desired to record the 
fact, that the presence of an internal coagulum may ahne 
be sufficient to ^uard against this accident, as it had been 
in this instance m one of the largest arteries in the body. 
The Society then adjourned. 
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THE SURGEON-GENERAL AND THE PROFES- 

SIGN. 

We may safely assume that every intelligent and unpreju- 
diced member of our profession takes a Uvely interest in 
the Court- Martial of the Surgeon-General, now in session 
It the National Capital He regards this not as the trial 
of Dr. William A. Hammond simply, but in a broader 
view ; he sees arraigned before a court of military inquiry 
the honor and dignity of his profession as represented by 
the Army Medical Department Even were this the pro- 
secution of a humble brother on charges involving personal 
reputation and character, every physician properly alive to 
the honor of the body to which he belongs, would feel 
himself implicated in these charges. But this feeling be- 
comes immeasurably intensified when a prominent mem- 
ber of the profession, who stands before the world as its 
representative, is arraigned on charges involving common 
honesty and official integrity. There are those, it is true, 
•who disregard alike personal and professional character, 
and who gratify pique or prejudice by the most unrelent- 
ing persecution. They rejoice in seeing the prominent 
men of their calling humbled ; and having no character 
themselves to lose, they are reckless of the good fame of 
others, and of the reputation of the profession which their 
own names degrade. But this class is small and con- 
temptible, and their influence is limited to a narrow circle. 
The great body of our profession is loyal to its ancient 
standard of true honor, dignity, and moral excellence, and 
stands ready at any moment to defend it 

We speak the sentiments, we believe, of the American 
medical profession, when we pronounce the shameful per- 
secutions of the Suroeon-General, which have culminated 
in the present Court-Martial, as a direct insult to itsel£ 
The whole proceeding is a palpable effort to degrade the 
position of the medical staff by bringing into disrepute its 
acknowledged head. With no shadow of cause, but one 
of those vague rumors of malfeasance which now cluster 
so thickly around every department of the public service 
the Suroeon-General was displaced and every effort 
made to remove him from office. It was only through the 



active interposition of those interested in the department 
that he was allowed to prove that the trivial charges made 
against him were without foundation. With less resolute 
friends to aid him, the Suroeon-General would have been 
removed without an opportunity. Scarcely another head 
of a bureau would have been thus indecorously treated. 
Such treatment the profes^on should resent as personal to 
itself. 

The trial is progressing to its termination, and we do 
not doubt that, though there may be many peculations 
proved to have been practised by subordinates in the 
Medical Department, yet the Surgeon-General will stand 
before the world without a suspicion of participation. If 
such be the verdict of the Court, the question arises — ^Will 
the Surgeon-General be restored to his rightful position ? 
We begin to hear vague rumors that he is to be relieved, 
even if the trial results favorably ; that the whole proceed- 
ing was instituted to accomplish this purpose ; and if it fail, 
he must be retired or summarily relieved. Is the profes- 
sion prepared to submit to this further humiliation ? We 
trust not If he is found guilty, let him suffer the penalty 
of his crime ; but if innocent, let him be restored to his full 
official prerogative. 

In this connexion, and in conclusion, we commend to the 
notice of our readers the following editorial of a leading 
London contemporary, the Med. Times and Oaxette :— 

" The spectacle of a man, high in our own Profession, 
who has for two years been intrusted with the care of the 
bodies of more than half-a-miUion of men, standing arraign- 
ed before a court-martial on a charge of betraying his trust 
for filthy lucre, is a most melancholy one. The possibility 
of the charge being true is one that we scarcely like to 
contemplate. We can only say that^ if it should be so, the 
rope or the bullet afford the only fit means of terminating 
such a career. But, from the knowledge which we happen 
to possess of the personal character of Dr. Hammond, 
agamst whom these grievous accusations are made, we 
venture to predict that he will pasS the ordeal unharmed. 
As Surgeon-General of the United States Army, he has 
had to support a vast weight of responsibiUty — more, per- 
haps, than his mental power was equal to | and in a machine 
of such enormous size and so great comphcation of parts, it 
was inevitable that, without, or perhaps even with, a man 
of first-rate administrative power to direct it, some things 
jmust go wrong. And many things undoubtedly have gone 
wrong : in plain words, there have been rogues in the Me- 
dical service of the United States, as in every other depart- 
ment of their public service j but we do not believe Dr. 
Hammond to have been one of them. His chief fault has 
been a want of decision, which sometimes prevented him 
from doing what he knew to be right firom fear of the con- 
sequences j but. even in the atmosphere of corruption that 
has prevailed during the war at Washington^ his reputa- 
tion, so far as we know, remained free from taint On the 
other hand, the fre(}uent dissensions, and, at last, the abso- 
lute antagonism which were known to exist between him- 
self and the Secretary of War^ were notoriously of sreat 
detriment to the Medical service ; but the opinion oi Uie 
Medical officers in general was decidedly in favour of their 
own chief, and adverse to the overbeanng, discourteous — 
and, some said, jobbing — Secretary Stanton. From this 
official. Dr. Hammond certainly did endure some affronts 
which would have caused many men to resign in disgust : 
most unfortunately for him his retention of office has re- 
sulted in a banishment from Washington of many months* 
duration, intended to be penal, and an enforced series of 
wanderings through the different seats of war. What effect 
the lamentable accident^ which we recorded a fortnight 
ago as having befallen Dr. Hammond during one of these 
wanderings, will have on the result of the court-martial, we 
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cannot tell ; but it is evident that the inquiry must go on 
in some form or other ; for a man, though a cripple for life, 
has still a right to his character. We can only hope that 
there will be some means of punishing the framer of the 
accusations if they should be proved untrue, as we doubt 
not they will be. The malignity which could suggest them 
vought to recoil on the head of the slanderer. We hope to 
hear a public expression of the opinion of the Profession in 
America on the questioi). Dr. Hammond is not an un- 
known man : he owed his position in a great measure to 
the influence of the heads of the Sanitary Commission, 
among' whom are some of the first names in our Profession 
in the country. They must surely have established a claim^ 
to be heard in a question of so great importance : the voice' 
of the country, raised at their bidding, must^ prevent Dr. 
Hanunond, ijf innocent^ from being sacrificed, as others 
have been, to personal spite/' 



AN INEBRIATE ASTLUM FOR NEW YORK OITT. 

The Commissioners of PubUc Charities and Corrections are 
moving in the matter of estabhshing an Inebriate Asylum 
in connexion with the Alms House Department This is a 
most important enterprise, and we are glad to see it under- 
taken by this liberal and energetic Board. They very truly 
state that it is the duty of our legislative and executive 
authorities to so constitute its government as to make it 
powerless for evil and the promoter of good. They believe 
it may be so organized as to not only save thousands from 
the evils which fill our prisons and charitable institutions, 
but, in their stead, turn thousands to habits of industry, 
sobriety, and integrity. They appeal to the every-day pro- 
ceedings of our Police Courts ; to the sorrowful tales and 
confessions of every grade of criminals ; and to the dark and 
narrow pathways of the subterranean habitations in this 
and other cities, where, with awful strides, men, women, 
and children are passing to the Court of Sessions, and 
returning to thenf every ten days from the confinement of 
the Work-house I Jlhej maintain that the evil can be 
abated ; that no effort has been made to change this terrible 
evil at all commensurate with its extent and importance. 
The numbers of vagrants are not fairly stated. The statis- 
tics which the courts fiimish, show conclusively that ten 
thousand individuals make up the one hundred and thirty- 
nine thousand and fifty-seven cases appearing in the reports. 
It is committing and recommitting, discharging and redis- 
charging the identical prisoner that makes up the formidable 
array of numbers ; it is this constant ebb and flow, between 
the vile haunts of the town and the islands of the East 
River, of a distinct class of miserables, that overcrowds our 
Btation-bouses and courts, necessitating the multiplication of 
officials for the transaction of this anoiHalous exchange 
brokerage in human misery. These unfortunates come and 
go with unerring regularity, from the Pohce Office to the 
Island, from the Island to the rum-shop, from the rum-shop 
to the station-house, the City Magistrate's Court, and back 
again, within every two weeks of the year. What chance 
is there here for reform? whjt hope of conquering an 
i^petite that compels them to live a besotted life, below 
the brutes, in the scale of social existence? Under the 
present in^mous order of things, their only hope of escape 
from the depths of moral degradation to which they have 
fSeJlen, is in death. At last they fill the pauper's grave, 
among the unrecognised rehcs of that vast throng of un- 
happy beings who have gone the same sad road before. 
They now ask authority of the Legislature to establiah a 



system which would mitigate the dreadful misery of these 
> thousands of our fellow-creatures, and help many of them 
to break away from the bonds of self-indulgence, and become 
once more good, sober, Christian men and women. They 
say : Give us an inebriate asylum for those who are now 
being poisoned, morally and physically, under authority of the 
law at every turn, 'and we will show an amelioration of this 
misery worthy of monumental acknowledgment. Let us, 
then, have an Inebriate Asylum, but let it be a farm where 
the free air system may be enforced. We hope the day is 
not distant when we shall cease to attempt the restoration 
of diseased minds and morals by confining the unhappy 
subjects within brick or stone walls. 

A CIRCUMLOCUTION OFFICE. 

The habits of vagrants present a subject worthy of the study 
of a philosopher. How they hve, and how they do not 
live, is a question which no one has as yet attempted to 
setde. They are persons without any visible means of 
living, and yet they five to a greater age (according to the 
vital statistics of the State of Massachusetts) than any other 
class. Everyone must have occasionally missed a trouble- 
some caller for alms for a considerable period, and then have 
been surprised to meet again the old familiar face deformed 
with its usual chronic expression of pain and suffering. It 
may have excited his curiosity to inquire where this vagrant 
has a retreat. The records of our Akns-House reveal a 
curious fact bearing upon this point. In a statement of 
vagrants and disorderly persons transferred from the city pri- 
son to the work-house on Blackwell's Island, during the year 
1863, and the number of times they have been previously 
committed, it appears that there were committed — for the 
1st time, 5,775; 2d time, 649; 3d time, 526; 4th time, 443; 
5th time, 286 ; 6th time, 450 ; 10th time, 632 ; 15th time, 
40; 20th time, 253; 25th time, 68; 30th time, 152; 40th 
time, 209 ; 50th time, 148 ; 60th time, 167 ; 100th time, 700. 
Total, 10,753. 2,328 were males, and 8,425 females. 
Aggregate number of times committed, 139,057, or twelve 
times for each. 

PROSTITUTION IN NEW TORE. 

The " social evil " flourishes in New York as in no other 
large city of the world. The miserable creatures who ply 
their trade have not the slightest legal restraint When so 
thoroughly diseased as to be compelled to seek medical 
relief, they apply to the Aims-House, where they remain 
until relieved, and then return to their old haunts. Every 
form of venereal disease may be found among these persons, 
which they propagate far and wide without hindrance. 
During the year 1862, 5,818 females of this class .were 
admitted to thje Island Hospital. The greatest problem 
presented to our philanthropic citizens is the restraint and 
proper control of this great evil As yet, no one in our 
community has had the courage to attempt to obtain the 
necessary legislation. But relief must eventually be sought 
frt>m the Legislature ; and we hope the Prison Association, 
or some similar body, will move in the matter. 



Galvanism is said to be a most effectual mode of^ arousing 
the energies of a patient becoming comatose from opium. 

Spirptualism has revived under the name of Psychometry. 
and instead of mediums we now have what are called 
pst/chometers ; who, bjr touching^ an individual, profess to 
become possessed of his entire history. 
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SURGEONS IN COURT-MARTIALS. 

[To the Editor of the Amoicak Medical Tdobb.] 

Sib: — In 1829, Attorney-General Berrien, in reply to 
an inquiry — " Whether chaplains, surgeons, or pursers, 
who are regarded on board our ships as non-combatants, 
are competent to officiate as members of a naval court- 
martial ? declared that they were not ; which decision he 
rested mainly on the fact, uiat a tribunal descended from 
the ancient Court of Chivalry could be composed of none 
other than military men. The Attorney-General denied at 
that time that surgeons had rank, either real or assimi- 
lated. 

I will not discuss the doctrine thus officially announced, 
except to remind you that it is an attempt to engraft feu- 
dalism upon modem civilization. 

The following General Order, issued by the Secretary of 
the Navy not quite three years since, will show that^ upon 
this point, a change of opinion has occurred in that Depart- 
ment : 



[Copt.] 



GENERAL OBDES. 



March 2, 1861. f 

Whenever any officer of the Corps of surgeons, paymas- 
ters, or engineers, is arraigned for trial berore a Court of 
Inquiry or Court-Martial. the Court shall consist in part of 
officers of the corps to wnich the accused belongs. 

Isaac Toucey, 
Secretary of the Navy, 

Can the Secretary of War show any good reason why a 
similar rule should not have been applied to the Army ? 
If it had been done, our present Sureeon-General would 
have had at least one officer of the Medical Department 
sitting with the Court which is now investigating the 
charges which have been preferred against him. 

Yours, etc. 

Frank H. Hamilton, M.D. 

NSWTOBK. 



STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 

[To the Editor of the Axbbicav Msdioal Tims.] 
Sir, — In the editorial of a late number of your excellent 
journal, in the article " A State Board of Examiners," there 
are one or two points on which I would like to make some 
comment. 

The article states: — "Theprojectof a Board of Examiners 
for the degree of Doctor of Medicine has been revived by 
the Medical Department of the University of Buffalo. It is 
propoeed that this Board shall examine all candidates for the 
degree of M.D., and confer diplomas instead of the Medi- 
cal Colleges ♦ ♦ ♦ Prof. Lee, with whom the scheme 
origipated, has given much attention to this subject^ and we 
hope he will favor the profession with his views." 

Now, inasmuch as a committee of the N. T. State Medical 
Society, of which I had the honor of being chairman, 
reported at the meeting in ISGl,*^ and in the report advo- 
cated a plan precisely similar, I am prompted to call your 
attention to the subject, being a httle jealous, too, about the 
right of the committee to the cradit of what it deemed a 
good and practicable plan to be carried out in aid of the ad- 
vance of medical education. 

Dr. Lee, at this last meeting of our Society, before pre- 
Benting these resolutions of the University of Buffalo, sub- 
mitted them to me, asking my opinion in regard to them ; 
I told him that I could not do otherwise than approve of 
them, for certainly in spirit and almost in letter, the reso- 
lutions embodied the suoject matter oC our report, the prin- 

■ - - -" 
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ciples of which we should be most happy to see carried 
out 

By a vote of the State Society, an extra number of copies 
of tne report were ordered to be printed and to be sent to 
all of the medical societies and medical schools of our 
country ; and also that the report should be transmitted to 
the American Medical Association, as the expression of the 
opinion of the New York State Society on the subject A 
committee was appointed in reference to the Buffalo reso- 
lutions. Dr. Lee being chairman ; and as I have been placed 
upon it, it will be my great pleasure to aid all in my power to 
carry out the views expressed in the resolution. But a 
very natural interest in the report of the (ori^nal) Commit- 
tee of Medical Education of our State Society impels me 
thus to intrude myself upon you. 

Yours, &c., 

Howard ToWnsikd, M J). 

ALBA2fT, Febnury S6, 18M. 



NEW TEST FOR DIABETIC SUGAR. 

[To the Editor of the Amxbioak Msdxoal Tims.] 

Sir : — ^In the January No. of Braithumte's Betro9peet for 
1864 (page 69). I noticed the following paragraph : — "JViw 
Test for Diahehc Sugar, — MM. Trousseau and Dumontpalier 
have been recently making some experiments with Unctttre 
of iodine as a test This tincture when added to urine, which 
is acid, imparts a deep color to the fluid, and if the urine in 
jaundice be treated by some drops of the tincture, the green 
matter, termed biliverdine, is rendered very manifest. 
During the trials which produced the above results, some 
diabetic urine was treated with some drops of the tincture. 
The urine, almost colorless at first, after the addition, 
acquired the color of barlej-sugar ; but this color gradually 
disappeared, the urine again becoming completely colorless 
at the end of a few seconds. The experiment was repeated 
again and again, with the urine of various diabetic patients, 
and always witn the same results^ the power or this in 
producing the discoloratioh of the tincture being in propor- 
tion to its density. Tried with urine from various sources, 
the conclusion has been arrived at that diabetic urine alone 
possesses the power of rapidly rendering the tincture 
colorless. The researches are sml being carried on with 
the hope of being able to measure, by means of the tincture, 
the exact amount of glucose contained in any given urine.*' 
— Union Jfidicale—iondon Med, Review ^ May, 1863. 
(p. 610 ) 

Having at that time several specimens of diabetic urine, 
I determined to ^ve this new test a trial The urine was 
first examined with Moore's and Trommer's test, and gave 
decided evidence of the presence of sugar. The tincture of 
iodine was then added to a fi-esh specimen — and the chani^et 
of color noticed as above by Trousseau and Dumontpalier 
took place; other specimens were tried with the same 
results. I then applied this test to some healthy urine, and, 
to my surprise, I found the same changes take place in this 
as did in the diabetic urine. Subsequently about twenty 
specimens were tested, first with Moore's and Trommer't 
tests for sugar, and none being found, they were treated 
with tincture of iodine. The chan^ of color in these 
specimens (healthy as regards sugar) were so similar to 
those produced in diabetic urine that I found it impossible 
to distinguish one from the other by this test The dis- 
coloration of the tincture was as rapid in the one as in the 
other, provided the temperature was the same. 

I have great hesitation in commenting upon statements 
made by such authority as Trousseau ; but there must be 
some mistake here — it may be in my interpretation of the 
test ; however, the propriety of this communication will be 
apparent to anyone who wiU take the trouble to add a little 
tincture of iodme to a specimen of diabetic urine, note the 
result, and then i^ply the same test to a healthy specimen. 

Yours &(x, 

S. Flekt Spkb, M.D. 

lit MOMTAAVB St., BMOKLtV, V, T., F^ MV IflU 
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DR. CAMMANN. 

(Oim/imMd /rom pa^« 106.) 

It wm in 1838, at the recommendation of Dr. "W. Clay 
Wallace and Dr. Gammann, that the present system of 
classifying diseases and appointing special physicians to 
eadi class was adopted by the trustees of the Northern 
Dispensary. As this is an interesting fact in the history of 
the dispensaries of the city, it will not be out of place to 
give the classification and the names of the physicians ap- 
pointed duriog the two first years, or until the system was 
in successful operation. 

1838. 

Surgery R W. Caimes, M.D. 

Ti * J T ^ J G. P. Cammann, M.D. 

Heart and Lungs . • ^ j. h. Borrowe, kD. 

Alex. Elder, M.D. 
W. Steele, M.D. 

TT^A i^nri TT.r J ^' ^^^L Wallace, M.D. 

Eye and Ear . . • j w. N. isiakeman, M.D. 

Skin A. N. Gunn, M.D. 

Women and Children Edward Earle, M.D. 

The next year the system went into full operation with 
two physicians to each class. 

1839. 

a j R W. Caimes, M.D. 

^^^S^^ ] Alonzo Clark, M.D. 

Heart and Lungs . ^^'^' Cammann, M.D. 



Head and Abdomen 



J. H. Borrowe, M.D. 

W. Steele, M.D. 

J. H. McVickar, M.D, 

W. C. Wallace, M.D. 

W. N. Blakeman, M.D. 

A. N. Gunn, M.D. 

J. W. a. Clements, M.D. 

•nr ^ J nu:i J J Edward Earle, M.I). 

Women andChildren \ ^ ^o^^ ^ j^; 



Head and Abdomen 
Eye and Ear . . . 
Skin 



"^; 



This plan gave great efficiency to the Northern Dispen- 
rj and was in time adopted by all the others. 
)r. Cammann*s mind had been occupied with physical 
diagnosis from the commencement of his professional life ; 
and although he attended diligently to all his duties, yet his 
constant and favorite study continued to be auscultation 
and percussion. He was the first to introduce this new 
method of investigation in New York as a special study ; 
and he did it in nis own quiet way among the circle of 
young physicians in which he moved. 

Accordmg to Dr. E. B. Warner, who has so long been 
attached to the Northern Dispensary, Dr. Cammaon first 
conceived the idea of auscultatory percussion while yet a 
student in Paris. Certain it is that it had early taken root 
in his mind, and in his professional experience was kept 
steadily in view; for he was in the habit of measuring 
hearts by this method- while attending to his daily duties, 
though nrom his well known modesty he was slow m giving 
publicity to his views. 

Dr. Alonzo Clark says, that, when he returned from Eu- 
rope in 1838, he found Dr. Cammann busy with the subject 
of cardiac mensuration, and experimenting vnth a variety 
of stethoscopes. Dr. Cammann himself assured me that he 
had explained his method of measuring soUds within cavi- 
ties to several physicians of eminence, who evidently 
regarded it as the conceit of a visionary young man ; but 
tjbat Dr. Clark, with ready appreciation, comprehended the 
■whole idea durin j^ the first hour of conversation on the sub- 
ject, and immediately joined him in making experiments 
and collecting materiab, — a labor in which tney were also 
assisted by Dr C. L. Mitchell, now of Brooklyn. The 
result of toeir united efforts was an article in the " New 



York Journal of Medicine and Surgery," for July, 1840, 
entitled, " A New Mode of ascertaining the Dimensions. 
Form, and Condition of Internal Organs by Percussion. 
The paper thus appearinj^ under the names of the two 
eminent co-laborers was from the pen of Dr. Clark, — Dr. 
Mitchell's services being acknowledged in a foot-note. It 
was favorably noticed, and copied in whole or in part, by 
several of the more prominent medical journals and reviews 
of that period. The '^New Mode" was accepted as a 
valuable discovery and a real advance in medical science ; 
for though Laennec, it is said, was aware of the value of 
accurate cardiac mensuration in the living subject, he died 
without discovering any method by which it could be 
accomplished. 

As a means* of diagnosis of the condition of organs 
hidden away in cavities, which, when diseased, may be- 
come hypertrophied or atrophied or changed in form, or in 
determining the size^ shape, and connexions of tumors or 
abnormal growths, this method stands alone; no other 
approaches it in diagnostic value, either to the physician or 
surgeon. 

If Dr. Cammann had done nothing more than he has 
done in originating and maturing so vamable a contribution 
to the healing art, he would still have left a name promi- 
nent among medical discoverers. 

He next appeared before the public in 1848, in an article 
which may be found in the •*' New York Journal of Medi- 
cine," entitled, /' Experiments to prove that the Capillaries 
of the Lung^ do not anastomose." This, like the former 
discovery, was the result of d|>mn reasoning; the expe- 
riments demonstrating the fact were post hoe. The minute 
anatomy of the lung was by no means clearly established. 
Malpi^hi, who was the first to prove that the blood-vessels 
and air-tubes do not communicate, and also to describe 
with a degree of accuracy the minute anatomy of the lung 
as *'an almost infinite number of orbicular and sinuous 
vesicles," declares that " these vesicles communicate with 
the trachea and with each other." Willis dissented from 
the views of Malpighi: "These vesicular passages," he 
says, " have, as it were, little ladders growing thick upon 
them, and the heap of cells, therefore, bears a resemblance 
to a bunch of grapes ;" which " although they touch each 
other and seem to cleave together, yet are not connected 
with one another, but are bounded by their own walls." 
They also difiered in regard to their ideas of capillary anas- 
tomosis ; but the generally received opinion wa8,vthat it 
was abundant Soemmering, Reisseisen, Magendie, and 
Marshal] Hall have put forSb conflicting theories on the 
same subject. 

Dr. Cammann*s article commences by saying : " As it is 
still a c^uestion among anatomists whedier the pulmonary 
capillaries do or do not anastomose, the following experi- 
ments may not be without their value." These experi- 
ments unquestionably prove that there is no anastomosis 
between the capillaries of the different lobules or even lo- 
bulettes. The reU mtrabUe of each portion of the true 
respiratory system has connexion with its own terminal 
artery, and with no other. Before making the experi- 
ments. Dr. Cammann reasoned thus : " If it be true, as some 
anatomists teach, that the anastomosis of the arteries is 
greater in the lung than in other parts of the body, why 
does not every case of hssmoptysis prove certainly fatal ? 
Again : what prevents tlie occurrence of exhausting hss- 
morrhage where there are abscesses or excavations m the 
lungs, surrounded by perfectly healthy structure, without 
even the intervention of false membrane ? How can lo- 
bular pneumonia, or gangrene of the lung, be explained 
under Uiat theory ?*' At the close of the article he says : 
" We have thus demonstrated how, by being composed of 
an aggregate of isolated portions, the lungs are protected 
from the extension of disease ; and how, but for this safe- 
guard of nature, organs so essential to existence would be 
more liable to permanent injury where a portion of their 
tissue is incapable of performing its functions.'' 

{7b UOo n Mn mid ,) 
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FRANKLIN EVERTS, M.D. 

Dr. Evirts was a native of Mexico, Oswego Co., N.Y. 
He studied medicine in his native county, and graduated at 
the University Medical CoUeee, New York. Soon after 
his graduation, he entered Bellevue Hospital, where he re- 
mained the usual term. On leaving the hospital he located 
in practice in the City of Oswego, N.Y., where he rapidly 
rose to the highest position in the profession, and acquired 
a large and lucrative practice. Symptoms of phthisis pul- 
mentis, strongly hereditary in his family, early began to 
be developed, and finally led him to abandon Oswego. On 
the breakmg out of the war, he became surgeon of a com- 
pany of artillery, which joined the army of the Potomac. 
He entered upon the Peninsular campaign, Mid at the bat- 
tle of Fair Oaks was actively employed with his command. 
He was soon afler attacked with the Chickahominy fever, 
and had to return North. Afler recovering from the fever 
Dr. Everts found his old disease, which had made but 
slow progress, apparently revived, and he deliberated upon 
the propriety of seeking a warmer latitude. At this time, 
the spring of 1862, a place was offered him in the U.S. Gen. 
Hospital, Central Park, then under the charge of Dr. J. W. 
8. Q-ouLET, U.S.A., which he accepted. He remained in 
thb hospital, discharging the duties of his position, until the 
early fall, when his health had Tailed so much that he re- 
signed with the intention of seeking a winter residence in 
Minnesota. He returned to Oswego, where he remained 
among his friends until his death, Feb. 12^ at the age of 
thirty-six years. 

Dr. Everts has left a large circle of warm and devoted 
friends, to whom the tidings of his untimely death will come 
with peculiar sadness. He had a genial, sensitive nature, a 
quick, appreciative mind, and a nobility of character which 
commanded the sympathy and esteem of every one with 
whom he was brought into personal relations. His fine 
social qualities, and his thorough medical education, emi- 
nently adapted him for success as a general practitioner. 



WaE DlPABTMEIft, ADJUTAlTT-OUfEBAL^B OlTICK, ) 

Wabbimoton, D.C, Febraaiy 12, 1864. f 

General Orders No. 56. — Upon the death of a Com- 
missioned Officer, in a general hospital, the Surgeon in 
char^, besides forwarding to the Adjutant General the 
required inventory of his effects, will immediately inform 
the nearest relative of the officer what effects were left by 
him. If at the expiration of two months the articles are not 
called for by a person authorized to receive them, they will 
be sold at auction, and the proceeds sent to the Treasury, 
as prescribed by Reflations for the effects of enlisted men. 
Swords, watches, trinkets, and articles of that class will not 
be disposed of in this manner, but will be properiy labelled 
with the name, rank, and regiment, and date of death of the 
owner, and sent to the Adjutant General's Office, to be 
deposited with the Second Auditor of the Treasury to await 
the application of the heirs. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. Townsbnd, 
Assistant Adjutant- General, 



OBDEBS, CHANQE8, Sec 

Burgeon Willlnn Orlnsted, U.S.Y., In addition to hts duties u Re- 
corder of the Atmy Medical Bo»rd now in seesion at Cincinnati, Oliio, 
for the examination of AMistant-Surireone of Yolunteerif will relieve 
Bargeon F. M. Uelster, U.S.y.f as a member of the Board, also in ses- 
sion in the same city, for the organization of the Iny<tlid CoriM. On 
being reaered Burgeon Helster will proceed without delay to Lonis- 
Tille, Kv., and report in person to Assistant burgeon-General Wood, 
TJ.d.A., for assignment to duty. 

Surgeon Francis Greene, C.8.V., Is relieved from duty in the Depart- 
ment of the Booth, and will proceed without delny to lx>ui8yil}e, Ky., 
and report in person to AssUtant Burgeon-General Wood, U.8.Am Tvt 
assignment to duty. 

Asst.-8ttrgeoa H. 8. Tafl, lOMh Ohio Vols., and Asst-Burgoon Jonathan 



E. Davis, 27th Michigan Cavafay (published officially January 18, 18MX 
having failed to appear before the Military Commission instituted by 
Bpecial Orders No. 08, series of 1868, from the War Department, within 
the prescribed time, the President directs that thev be dismisMd the 
service of the United States, to date January 18, 1864, for absence with- 
out proper authority, 

Assistant-Surgeon A. L. Williams, 74lh Ohio Vols, (published officially 
January 26, 1864X having fisiled to appear before the Military Commis- 
sion instituted bv Special Orders No. 58, series of 1868, from the War 
Department, within the presoribed time, is by direction of the Presi- 
dent dismissed the serrlce of the United States, for absence without 
proper authority. 

Assistant-Surgeon Harrer E. Brown, U.S.A., is relieved from duty at 
Fort Columbus, New York harbor, and will report in person without de- 
lay for dutyto the commanding General, Department of New Mexico. 

Surgeon William R. De Witt, U.8.V., is relieved from duty at Wash- 
ington, D. C, and will report in person without delay to the command- 
ing General, Army of the Potomac, for duty. 

The journey from Washington, D. C, to Louisville, Kv., and back 
in order to turn oyer his property at the latter place, made by Surgeon 
A. H. Uoff, U.S. v., is authorized ; he having reported in this city in 
obedience to a summons from a Judge-Advocate of a General Court- 
Martial as a witness, and his station having been meantime changed from 
Louisville. Ky , to the Department of the East. 

Assistant Suiigeon Rector Pierson, now serving in the 115th New York 
Vols., is transferred to the 127th New York Vols., hJs original regiment, 
and is mustered Into that regiment, to date July 19, 1868, the day he re- 
ported for duty. 

Surgeon L H. Holden, U.S.A., is relieved from duty in the Department 
of the Monongahela, and will proceed without delay to Chicago, 111., and 
relieve Surgeon J. B. Porter, U.S.A. (retired^ in his duties at that 
place. 

Permission to visit Washington, D.C, is granted Burgeon W. D. 
Stewart, U.S.V. 

Surgeon E. B. Dalton, U.S. V., is relieved from duty in the Department 
of Virginia and North Cuollna, and will report to the commanding Gene- 
ral, Army of the Potomac, for assl^mment to duty. 

Surgeon Jacob R. Ludlow, U.S. v.. Is relieved from dutr in the Depart- 
ment of the Gulf; and will report at the expiration of his leave of absence 
to Assistant Surgeon-General B. 0. Wood, U.8.A., at Louisville, Ky., for 
assignment to duty. 

So much of Special Orders Na 47, January 80. 1864, from the War De- 
partment, as confirmed the order fk^m the Borgeon^Seneral's OfBoe, 
sranling Surgeon Josiah Curtis, U.S.V., permission to visit Washington, 
D. C, is revoked. 

The leave of absence granted Snrgeon G. M. Sternberg, U.S.A., in Bpe- 
cial Orders No. 17, January 16, 1864, from Headquarters^ Department of 
the Quit, is extended twenty days. 

1st Lieutenant John S. Tutton, is relieved from duty with Company K, 
1st Regiment Invalid Corps, at Washington, D. C, and will report for 
duty without delay to Burgeon J. B. Porter, Medical Dlreotw, U.8.A., 
for duty with the mth Company, 2d Battalion. Invalid Corps. 

The order of Brifradier-General Slemmer, U.B.V., President of the Exa- 
mlnine Board at Cincinnati, Ohio, dated February 4. 1864, directing Snr- 
geon F. H. Gross, U S.V., to Join his command without delay, and para- 
graph 87, Special Orders No. 64, from the War Department, confirming 
tbp above, is revoked. Suiigeon Gross will comply with the requirements 
of^SpecIal Orders No. 62, February 8, 1864, directing hiui to report to the 
commanding General, Middle Departiment, for duty at Camp Parole, An- 
napolis, Md. 

Assistant-Surgeon H. L. W. Burritt, U.S.V., has been assigned to dnty 
in charge of General Hospital No. 5, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Burgeon Jabez Perkins, U.B.V^ has returned to Chattanooga, Ttnn . 
from leave of absence, and is waiting orders. 

Burgeon Edward Shlppen, U.S.V., is stationed at Knoxville, Tenn., aa 
Medical Director or the Post 



iJitVmi lottos. 



Tbe San Francisco Medical Press has changed editors, 
and will hereafter be conducted by Drs. R. B. Cole and H. 
Gibbons. The former editor, Dr. L. C. Lane, is Surgeon oi 
the Board of Enrolment for the Southern District of Cali- 
fornia. 

Bellevue Hospital Medical College. — ^The annual 
catalogue of this institution is published, from which we 
learn that the class of the present session numbers 307 stu- 
dents. The number of graduates for last year was forty-one. 

Dr. F. Hinkle, Assist.-Surg., U.S.A., is preparing a 
report to the Surgeon-General on the permanganate of 
potassa and its uses. His employment of this remedy has 
Deen very extensive, embracing a large number of cases of 
different aflfections. 

Death from Chloroform. — Mr. John B. Sissons, of 
Syracuse, died suddenly last week from the effects of chlo- 
roform. He had been bathing his hmbs with the fluid, and 
bad retired to his room. Soon after, his wife entered and 
found him lying up on the floor, dead. A handkercliief sa- 
turated with chloroform and an open bottle were found by 
his side. A post-mortem examination revealed the fact 
that his lungs were very much congested from the effecta 
of the inhalation of the chloroform. 
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ERRATUM. 

On page 97. the first paragraph of Dr. Hamilton's leetnre shonld haVe 
been inserted after the words **had not returned," in the 2d colomn. 
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DIED. 

ErBrn.— Died in MaHco, Oswego County, on Friday, Feb. 19, of phthl- 
Bis polmonalis, Fkjlkkum SSvests, M.D., in the thirty-sixth year of his 
age. 



MSTSOROLOOr AND NECROLOOT OF THE WEEK IN THE CIT7 

AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 

Abstract of the OfDcial Report. 

From the 22d day of Feb. to the 29th day of Feb., 1864 

DaoiAj.— Men, 140 ; women, 186 ; boys, 146 ; girls, 186 ; total, S58. Adults 
276; children, 8S2; males, 286; females, 272; colored, 16. IniSuits under 
two years of age, 150. 

Amons the causes of death we notice: — Erysipelas, 9 ; albuminuria, 
10; apoplexy, 10; infantile cuuvnlsions,86; croup, 28; diphtherite, 15; scarlet 
tbrw^ 18 ; puerperal fever, 4 ; typhus and typhoid fevers, 87 ; consumption, 
86; small-pox 2; measles, 2; dropsy in head, 14; infantile marasmus, 15; 
whooping-cough, 1 ; inflammation of brain, 16; of bowels, 10; of lungs, 60 ; 
bronchitu, 18 ; diarrhoea and dysentery, 8. 298 deaths occurred IVom acute 
diseases, and 56 frun violent causes. 855 were native, and 208 foreign ; 
of whom 127 came ttom Ireland ; 99 died in the Citv Charitle8 ; of whom 80 
were in Bellevue Hospital, and 21 died In the Immigrant Institution. 

Abstract of the Atmo^herlcal Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York. 
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RBiiA£KS.—22d, Variable. 88d, Dav clear, nieht cloudy. 24th, Very 
Hght rain jlh. and p.m. ; night clear, with fresh innd. 25th, Wind fresh, 
Tariable sky, light rain p.m. 26th, Light rain au-ly, snow from 11 to 8, 
night clear, with finesh wind. 27th, Clear, with fresh wind ; hail late p.m., 
cloudy night 28th, Clondy noost of the day. 29th, Light rain JuM. ; 
cloudy day, wind mostly fresh, clear evening. 



SPECIAL NOTICE. 
New York County Medical Society. — A Regular 
Meeting of the above Society vnU be held at the College of 
Phyncians and Surgeons^ comer of 23d street and 4cih Ave-- 
nue, on Monday Evening next, March 7, at 8 o^dock, 

^MMMiWBM— — — — — — — P— ^— — — ^1^— — — — — — — — ^i^— ^W> 

For Sale. — A perfect Copy of Lebert's 
PATHOLOOIOAL ANATOMY, oomplete. First two yolumes 
handsomdy bound, will be sold at the price it cost before the war. 

Address, 

162 W. 28d St, N. T. 
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Examination for Junior Assist- 
ants to Bellevue Hospital will take place on March 21st, 1864, at 8 p.m., 
at the bouse of tha chairman. Application must be made to Dr. James K. 
Wood, 2 Irving Place. A pplicants must come reconunended by a member 
of the Medical Board of Bellevue Hospital. 

DE. JAMES B. WOOD, 
Chairman. 

The Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 

-«- PhiladelphiiL south side of L(^q Square, Baoe street, between 
£l£hteenth and Nineteenth. 

Open for the examination and reoeptlon of patients every Monday and 
Friday at 11 p.m. 
Operations every Wednesday at 11 a..x. 

svaoBOKs : 

Dp. T. G. Morton, Dr. B. J. Levis, 

Dr. A. D. Hall, ] Dr. D. H. Agnew. 

Dr. E. Kinger, having devoted him- 
self to the Inrestigation and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, ana being duly qualified as well by his 
sn^ntifle attbinments as by his great experience to apply it in the most 
effectual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the profession. Pa 
tSenta sent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remaia 
jxjkAer the charge of their attending physidana. His business is fit^ 
from all charlatanism and quackery. 
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Private Instruction in Auscultation 
AND PERCUSSION.— Professor Flint will give a Course of twen- 
ty-flve lessons in the practice of Auscultation and Percussion during the 
months of March, April, and May ; two lessons to be given weekly in the 
wards of Bellevue and Blackwelrs Island Hospital 

To the Medical Profession. — Dr. J. 

-1- PARI60T, late Commissioner in Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
fessor of the University of Brussels, offers to consult with Gentlemen 
of the Profession, and to give advice on Mental Disorders and Medico- 
Legal Cases. 
Correspondence can be addressed to the care of 

Baillikrk Bbotbxxs, 440 Broadway, K. T. 

New York Academy of Medicine. — 
Transactions, Vol. I. 8vo. cloth, t2.6a YoL II. (ready in a few 
days) ,$2.66. Subscriptions received for the Transactiona at $2.00 per 
volume. Bulletin, Tol. I., 1861-62, 8va cloth, $2.00l If sent by mall, 86 
cents extra must be remitted for postage on each vohime. 

Bailmkbe Brothkhs, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 

Fifth Edition. 

Now ready in convenient Pocket Fonn, 12mo., 880 Paff^ and 887 Wood* 

eta lUiuiraHons. Price $1 7&. 

HAND-BOOK OF 
SURGICAL OPERATIONS. 

Bt STEPHEN SMITH, M.D., 

Surgeon to Bellevne Heap. 
Bailltiirk BaornxRa, 440 Broadway, 17. Y. 

ELEMENTARY TREATISE 
ON PHYSICS, 

EXPERIMENTAL AND APPLIED: 

FOR THE USE OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS. 

By PROFESSOR OANOT. Translated and Edited from the Ninth Edi- 
tion, with the Author's sanction, by £. ATKINSON, Ph. D., F.as., 
liccturer on Chemistry and Physics, Royal Military College, 
Sandhurst, England. 12mo. 780 pages and 685 woodcuts. 

London, 186& ^ calf. $6.50. 
Bailubbb BBornxaa, 440 Broadway, N. Y 



CC 



JUST RECEIVED, A FRESH STOCK OF 

BERNARD 80 HUETTE'S 

OPERATIVE SURGERT.»» 

OOLOR£D PfiATBa 

PRICE $2a 
BAILLIERE BROTHERS. 440 Broadway. 

Vow Ready. Price 60 Cents. 

ADVICE TO A MOTHER 

OK TKS 

MANAGEMENT OF HER OFFSPRING 

IK 

INFANCY, CHILDHOOD, AND YOUTH. 
By p. henry CHAVASSE, M.D. 

Bailliskk Brotusrs, 440 Broadway, N. T. 



JiistjmblUMt^l%mc.^WfipaQM, Price $IM, jnreeb^nuMon 

receipt <^ the PHoe. 



ON MILITARY AND CAMP 

HOSPITALS, 



AND THB 



HEALTH OF TROOPS IN THE FIELD. 

By L. BAUDENS, ^ 

MXDIOAX UIRIOTOB OF THE PRKXCR ABICT, nO., VfO. 

Translated and Annotated by FRANKLIN B. HOUGH, M.D, late Sanitary 
Inspector In the Army of the Potomac 

\* The aboTe work la the resnlt of a commiseion sent by the French 
Government to the Crimea to report npon the condltkn of the Hoepltala 
and troops of the French army, and inddon tally of the English and Sar- 
dinian armies. It is written in the form of a narrattve, and the great 
questions of the prevention and ecnircl of dieeaee in oampe and Aoa- 

fit<il9 are thoroughly diaoossed. The hygienic conditions of the United 
tAtea Army are similAr to those of the armies of the Crimea: the ralaa 
and prescriptions given In the book will, therefore, be fonna porfectiy 
applicable. This work recommends Itself to commanders of reglmeota aa 
well aa army surgeons. 

Bailuku BBOT0RS, 440 Brondway, N. T. \ 
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GEOBOE TIEMANir A CO. 

\f anufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 

OTTO & REYNDER8, 
Mannfttctnrera and Importen of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

The varioQB Bpllnts for Blorbos Goxaiins, Abdominal Snpporten, Shoalder- 
bracea, SUKklngs for Varicose Yelna, Electric Machines, Ear-Trompets, 
Fractnre 8plinti^ Crotches. Syringes, Enemas. Skeletons. Fine Cutl ery, eta 

t Artificial Legs and 
-lX Arms. Selpho's Patent The best sab- 
stitates for lost Umbs the world of science 
has ever Inrented. (Established S4 years.) 
Can be had only of 
WM. 8ELPH0, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Bend for pamphlet 616 Broadway. N. Y. 
19.B.— A Silver Medal Just awar^^d at the late Fair of the American 
Instl tPte for the best Artificial Limbs. 

"DISEASES OF THE TflROAT. 




DR. ELSBERG, 

LIOTURER ON THE LARTNQOSCOPE AND DISEASES OF THE 
LARYNX AND THBOAT IN THE UNIVEBSITr OF 

NEW TOHK, 

Devotes himself specially to the Treatment of Diseases of 

THE LARYNX 

and Neighboring Organs. 

OFFICIB HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 P.M. 

153 West 15th Street 

The "Elixir of Calisaya Bark^— 

•1- was introdnced to the notice of the Faculty in 1880, by J. MUhau, ih4 
9oU Inventor. None of those nnmerooA firms wore in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, have f jond it m<M« convenient with- 
in a few years to appropriate the above extensively known title : it is there 
fore presamable that physicians In prescribing, as for oTer tnirtv yean, 
have reference solely to the original arUoie j:uJe by J. Miluau a Son. 

Also, the CHALYBEATE KLIXIE OIT OALIdAfA BABK (copy 
rightedl being the above preparation with the addition of two grains <^ 
the celebrated iVropAospAaf« qf Iron to eacn winegUssflil. 

Sole agency for Fbxnch Artitioial Etks from tne leading Paris manniho- 
tozw. Dingle eyes to order. Sets of 180 for oculists. 

J. MiLHAtr ft Bon, 
Dmggists and Pha^nacentist^ 188 Broadway, N. Y.. near Cortlandt st 

Either agents for or importers of all the French medidnes and fine pre- 
parations in TOgne. 



pre- 



COllCEIfTRATBD FI^VID AIAGiVJBSIA 

Is earnestly and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
■opertor article. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen srains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vastly increased 
medicinal properties, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
article of ForMgn or domestic mannfhctnre. As a corrector of addity, an 
invigorating tonic, and safe aperient in all disordenof the digestive organs, 
It is without a rival, and has elioited^anqnalifled approbation. 

PYLE i BKOTHEB, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, K. Y. 
FOR SALE BY 
JAB. 8. ASPINWALL, 86 WiUiam 8t^. Y. 

BCHIEFFELIN BROTH EBS ft CO., William, cor. BeekmanSt, N. Y. 
CASWELL, MACK ft CO., Fifth Are. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, B. L 
BEGE\fAN ft CO.. Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIH, «79 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sta., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, oor. Gates and Yanderbilt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, oor. Fifth and Chestnut Sts^ Philadelphia. 
H. C. BLAIR, oor. Eighth and Walnut Sta., Philadelphia. 
WYETU ft BROTHER, Ul« Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
And by ProggtsU generally. 



"Wouveau Dictionnaire lexicographi- 

-L1 ^e et dsscrlptif det Sdenoas Medlealat et Yatarlaalres, par De- 
lorma, Boulay, DanmbMg, Migaon at Lainy. Royal Sva ^l,4w pages.) 
Faxla. ISfr. 

jBin.LiWB Baorant, ilO Broadwqr, K.Y. 



WADE ft FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY H08PITAIA 

Mannfkctnre and ImpMi all kinds of 

STTROICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 

SYRINGES, XTO, 

85 FuUon ttreet, Nmo Torh, 

W. ft F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest tad 
most COMPACT jzcneral operating case, which thev have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. Jambs R. wood, a ftill description of which will ba 
forwarded npon application. Also, Dr. Lxwis A. Satbb^ improved out- 
door Splint for Morbus Coxabios. Directions for measurements wlU be 
forwarded when requested. 

R^wence»:—,lkMn R. Wood, M.D., Lewis A. Satbb, M.D., ^nponr 
BiirrB, M.D., B. F. Baciib, M.D.. n.S.N. 

PRICED 0A1AL0QUK8 WILL BS SEKT TO A^T ADDRESS. 

PW Agents for Jewett's Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
ot hers 
^^ Sole Agents for **■ Ferminlchs Irritation Instrument*^ Price $8.00. 

The Anatomical Ball and 

|T*^ Sooket-Jointed Leg. 

J I with lateral motion at the ankle, like the natural one. 

«£^ Also: 

THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEO. 

The latter is fhmlshed to soldiers bv the U.S. Government, without 
chai^;e, by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the foUowinf 
places:— 8ft8 Broadway, N. YI, Rochester, N. Y., Cincinnati, O^ or SC 
Louis, Ma 

Address DR. BLY, as above. 

MESSRS. BAILLIERE BROTHERS 

Beg to inform the 

MEDICAL PROFESSION 

And STUDENTS, that having purchased a stock of the publications of 

MESSRS. BLANCH ARD & LEA, LIPPINCOTT ^ 
CO., LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Etc. 

They are prepared to sell all the publications of these Houses at a txbt 
ltbbbal discount roB OABH. Prices will be given on application and 
orders are respectfnlly solicited. 

ON DIPHTHERIA. 

Bt Edward Headlam Geeekhow. 1861. Pp. 160. 

Price $1.25. 

Our readers will find a very lai^ amount <^ information in the twalro 
cbiq>ters of which the volume is made up. Perhaps, in the present state of 
our knowledge on the subiect of this obscurely understooa disease, little 
more can be said bevond wnat may here be found written down. — London 
M^oical Tirnf ana 0(t»€Us, 

We have only been able here to refer to certain of the more prominent 
fiicts oonceming diphtheria; but we believe we have said enough to reoom- 
mend this well-written treatise to the attention of the profeasion.^ 
BrUUh Medical Journal. 

Bailuxbb BBoniBBS, 440 Broadway N. Y. 

TKBM8 O F THE AMKBICAH MEDICA L TimS. 

City and Canadian Subscribers, $8.50 per annum, payabla in adrattea. 

Mall Subsoibera, $8 per annum, payable in advanosw 

Remittances must accompany an order fbr the JoumaL 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsibla tor the lots of 
moneys Inclosed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the 1st <^ January and 
July ; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

Those who desire to have the series eomplete can be supplied with tha 
baek numbers at the original subacripti<Hi prloe. 

The last volume, nicely bound in cloth, may be had at the office, fdr ft 00, 
and flree by mail for $8.«l; cloth cases for binding may be had at the offioa 
for fi5 oenta, and Aree by mail for 84 cents. 

e^« Tub Mbdioal Tiubs is published every Saturday morning, and la 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of the county. As a 
medium for immediate conununication with the medical pfofession of th« 
United State^ it offers unsurpassed fodlities to those desiring to adTertiaa 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical Appliances, Instrumenta 
of every klncC Drugs and Medicinea, etc., eta Tna following terms of 
tr&nslent advertlsemenu may be modified by special eontraet for petma- 
nent insertion: • 

w column, or less, each inaertioD $1 00 

V " - 1 80 

w •* • 810 

A deduction of 10 per cent is made for 6 inaerUona. 

U ^ U U M 2J M 

u 80 ** ** ** M •• 

u 85 ****** ~ 08 ** 

Communications should be addreasad ** Ofllea American Madiaal Tbiia^, 
440 Bioadwaj, N. Y.** BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
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HATE RElflOTED 



FrQm 440 Broadway to 520 Broadway (Up Stairs). 

]Sr e w^ IVEedical Books, 

JUST RECEIVED AND FOR SALE, AT THE PRICES AFFIXED, FOR CASH, BY 

BATTJiTTlRE BROTHERS, 520 Broadway, N.T. 



If the books are to be sent by mail, 5 per cent, additional must be remitted. 

AITKEN, W.— The Sdenoe and Practice of Medicine. 2d edition. Revised and Re-written. 2 Yds. Sra London. Char* 

reney^ $15.00. 
BARWKLL, R.~On the Cure of Clubfoot without cutting Tendons; and on certain Kew Methods of treating other DefiMrmities. 

12ma London. Oold, $1.80. 
BASH AM, W. R. — On Dropsy connected with Disease of the Kidneys (Morbus Brightii), and on some other Diseases of those 

Organs, associated with albuminous and purulent Urine. 2d edition. 6vo. London. Qotd^ $3.25. 
BEALE, L — The Microscope in its Application to Practical Medicine. 2d edition. 6vo. London. Oold, $5.00. 
BKALE. — Urine, Urinary Deposits, and Calculi, and on the Treatment of Urinary Diseases. 2d edition. Post 8vo. London. 

Oold, $8.10. 
BECQUERKL, A.— Traito Elementaire d'Hygiene priy^ et publique. 3d edition, avec additions parle Dr. K Beaugeaud. 12mo. 

Paria 1804. Odd, $2 10. 
BRITISH Pharmaoopceia^ published under the direction of the General Council of Medical Education and Registration of the 

United Kingdom. Sva London. 1864. &o^$3.78. 
CANTON, E.— On the Arcus Senilis, or Fatty Degeneration of the Cornea. 8to. London. OM, $3.78. 

CHURCHILL, F.— On the Diseases of Women. 5th edition, carefully Revised and Enlarged. 12mo. Dublin. 1864. GM, $4.50. 
CLARK (F Le Grus).~Outlinee of Surgery : being an Epitome of the Lectures on the Principles and Practice of Surgery, delivered 

at St Thomas' Hospital ]2ma London. &o^ $1.80. 
GRAY, H.— -Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical 3d edition, by T. A. Holmes, M D. Royal 8vo. London. 1864. OoU, $10.0a 
HOGrG, J. — A Manual of Ophthalmoscopic Surgery, being a Practical Treatise on the Use of the Ophthalmoscope in Diseassa of the 

Eye. / 8d edition. 8va London. QM, $3.78. 
HULKE. J. W.— A Practical Treatise on the Use of the Ophthalmoscope, with colored platea Royal 8vo. London. ChU $2.88. 
HULBiE, R. T. — The Teeth in Health and Disease: with Practical Remarks on their Management and Preservation. 12mo. 

London. 1864. Gold, 90a 

HUTCHINSON, J. — A Clinical Memoir on certain Diseases of the Eye and Ear, consequent on Inherited Syphilis ; with an 

appended chapter on the Transmission of Syphilis from Parent to Oflbpring, and its more remote consequences. 8vo. Lon- 
don. Quid, $3 24. 
LARDNER, D.— Animal Physics : or the Body and its Functions famOiarly explidned. 2 vols. 12mo., with 520 lUustratioiii. 

London. Gold, $2 50. / 

LEE, R.— Three Hundred Consultations in Midwifery. 12ma London. Gold, $1.62. 

M ACLACHLAN, D.— A Practical Treatise on the Diseases and Infirmities of Advanced Life. 8vo. London. GM, $5.75. 
RICHARD, A.— Ten Years of Operative Surgery in the Provinces. Being the Reoord of 875 Operations performed from 185$- 

1860. 2 parts. 12mo. London. Gold, $8.60. 
RRYEIL, O. — Formulaire raisonne des Medicaments nouveaux et des medications nouvellcs. 12 mo. Paria 1864. &o^ $2.10. 
SNELLEN, H.— -Test-Types fbr the Determ'mation of the Acuteness of Vision. 8vo. GiAd, $1.44. 
WKLLS, J. a— On Long, bhort, and Weak Sight, and their Treatment by the Soientiiio Use of Spectacles. 8va London. 

Gold, $1.80. ^ 

WILLUMSON, G.— MUitaiy Suigeiy. Sva Lobdon. Oo^ $4.32. 
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THI HiaH MEDICINAL CHARACTER WHICH 

EFFERTJESCEJVT SELTZER APERIENT 

Hu obtetned among phytldaDS geiMnUIy, hts draim from an eminent 
and very dtstiagniUiad memlMr of the medloal profeaeioD of this ofty 
the following testimonial <^ Ita meiita. We omit bla name, knowing It 
to be the wlah of the profeeaioB, ai a nile» to aToU pobUdtj in eon* 
sezlMi with pnprietaarj artidea 

•raSTniOKIAL. 

HE. JAMES TABSANT. 

Bib: — I bare oarefbllj examined, and in many eases prescribed tbe 
nedldne wbldi 70a presented me, and am baj^j to bear mj testimony 
in its fliTor; 

It bas Idng been a deslderatnm wltb tbe profession to obtain a oathartlo 
at onoe mild and pleasant, which shonid combine also the properties 
whidi exist in 

TARRANTS EFFERVESCENT SELTZER APERIENT. 

In tbeee" cases where there is an excess of add In the stomadi and 
bowels, producing the nsnal eoneomltantfl, Flatolency, Heartburn, Cos- 
tlTeness. etc^ the SeiiMtr AperistU in my bands has prored Indeed a ya- 
loable remedy. Cathartics are generally obnoxlons to children, dii^pnise 
them as yon may ; in many cases, however, in which I bsTe administered 
yonr Aptritnt to children, they have readily taken It, and frequently 
asked qie to repeat the dose. To persons ^siting wann climates it will 
prore affiedidne of mnch value. 

The fodlity with which it may be administered, and the degant man- 
Ber )n which it is <^red to the poblic, give it a claim to generd notioe 
which Its intrinsic merits fully support 

(Signed) , M.D. 

New York City. 
Tbe Ap4rUtU Is in the form of a powder, oarelhUy pat up in flint glass 
bottles, to keep in any climate, and merely requires water poured upon it 
1 pfoduoe a delightful effervescent draught 

MannfactBred only by 

TARRANT * CO., 
8T8 Qreenwich, cor. Warren 8t, 

New York. 
For Sde by dl Druggists. 

Artificial Limbs, for 

Inferior and Superior Extremities, by 

E. D. HUDSON M^D,, 

CLINTON HALL, (up stdrs.) Eighth Street, or Astor 
Place. New York. 

FEET for Limbs shortened by Hip Disease, an important 
apparatus, unique and comely. 

Soldiers provided wltb legs, without cost, by Dr. H., tbe only one oom- 
mlsdoned by the Surgeon-General, U.S.A., for the IforfK^m JHvUUm. 

Dr. Hm having devoted bis attentlvn and praotloe for fourteen years to 
tbe subject of Artificial Limbs, has made such improTements upon the 
** Palmer Patent,** the right to which Is bis by purchase, as to render his 
treatment in this branch of snigery supMlor to all others^ The Surglad 
Adjuvant sent gratis. 

EEFEBBNCES. 

Wm. IL Vak BrBW, M.D., 





YALnrmiB Morr, M.D., 

WlLLABD PaRXKB, M.D., 

J. M. Cabvoobaii, M.D., 

GuBnoB Bcox, M.D., 
F. H. Hamilton, M.D., 
Burgeon of U.8.A., 



Brigade 



Sraraxir Smith, U.D., 
Thomas Mabkok, M.D., 
Jamis B. Woon, M.D., 
David P. Shitii, M.D» Burgeon 



D 



r, Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 

HBNT AT FLOBBNCE, MASS. (near NorthamptonX ^ pl«ssant- 
ly situated in a healthy moontdn region, amply aupplled with the pnrest, 
softest and coldest granite water. Shady walks ana drives, with pleasant 
Tiewsdl around; bowling alleys; boaU: billiard table; pianos; gymnas- 
t!«B ; scTeral hundred ftet of covered plonas ; rooms an light and airy ; 
diet pldn, but nourishing^ abundant and wdl prepared ; the whole of tlie 
Institute managed with care, order, and neatness. Dr. Munde, though the 
oldest disdple of Priessnitx, and one of the first writers on his system, 
does not clitlm for It a greater scope tlian really belongs to it; bnt as a 
heahby Brunch of the Healing Art based entirdy upon phydologlcd 
pindplea, he considers it well worth the attention of the Profesdon, who 
vught not to eonfunnd the good cause with its many bad advoeatea. 
For Terms, etc, apply as above. 

VACCINE 

Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most rdiable, used by the leading phyddans of this dty ; put up in 
IM beat form for teansmisdon to any part of the wodd. Pric e s dnrie 
tube, 76 eta.; three, 19; dngle charge of eighth-day lymph, on pointed quills. 
16 ets: fifteen points, $t ; dngle charfret on convex suriiMe of section of 
'«BM,W^ta.| ten^lL Oraeiffrom $1 to$8aeeordlmrtowe(ght 

Address, Eastern Dispensary. CT bMux ^tre•^ New York. 



The ''Fifth Avenue Pharmacy," 

167 FIFTH AVE., BET. aiar and 22d ST. 

J. P. FILEB, Pbopeibtob, 

JOHN CAN A VAN, PnABMACBimsr. 

The TTnderdgned would beg to inform the Medicd Profession that he 
is agdn in business at the above establishment where, having the 
entiro control of the Pbarmaceutiod Department, he will be enabled 
to carry on budness as formerly for bimselt 

Kespectfolly, 

JOHN CANAYAH. 
N.B.— Medicines at all hours, day and night 

1) uflFalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

MJ A MONTHLY PERIODICAL. 

The BuiB&lo Medical and Burgled Jonmd Is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medicd Sodeties and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews^ Ctir- 
respondenoe, Armv News, etc., etc ; including the usud variety of Medi- 
cal Periodical Publications. Specimen copiea tent on application. Terms 
^00 a year, ^ odwnica. 

J. F. MINER, M.D., 
Editor Bmffkilo Mtd, «nd Surff. Jime^ 

BnflhKN.'Tr 

St. Regis Water, from Massena 
SPRINGS, St Lawrence Co.. N. Y. These waters are richly im- 
pregnated with medldnd sdts, possesdng singular virtues as remedld 
agents in tbe treatment of tbe fuUowlne complaints : — Cntaoeous Emp* 
tlon^ Hhenmatlsm, ScrofUIn, Affections' of tbo Kidneys, Jlysteria and 
aU Female IrregoUuritlea, Constipation, PHea, etc 
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LECTURES ON 

GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE CHEST. 
By frank H. HAMILTON, M.D., 

nor. or mi.iTAmT tunontT akv rKAcnrRES at BKLUcnrx soar. ud. 

COLLKQK^AMD LONG IBLAVD COLLXOS HOSPITAL; fCKOSON 
TO BUXSTUS BOftriTAJ. ; LATB MBDICAL XKtrBOTOB, 

U.S. A. 

LECTURE III.— PART IL 

PcBTORATiKO wounds which do not prove immediately 
&tal from the hnmorrhage — and it is upon these alone that 
our statistics of results are based — are still to be regarded 
ms ezcedingly dangerous. They are, however, much less 
dangerous than perforating wounds of the head or of tlie 
abdomen, and less no than those wounds of the chest in 
which the missile remains within its cavity^ 

It has been often observed that penetrating and perforata 
ing wounds of the chest and abdomen occneion, in a large 
proportion of cases, excessive nervous prostration or faint- 
Decs, sometimes accompanied with nausea : in other words, 
that the patients suffer a " ^ock," althougn no large blood- 
Tcssels or important nerves may have been torn. What- 
ever may be the explanation in other examples, we are 
pretty well persuaded that in perforating and penetrating 
wounds of the lungs, unattended with hsemorroage or ner- 
vous lesions, and when the admission of air has not caused 
the collapse of a considerable portion of the lungs, the 
apparent shock is generally due to the moral effect of the 
injury ; since we have found it in repeated instances en- 
tirely absent in such cases, while it is quite as oflen present 
in examples of non-penetrating wounds, but in which tlie 
patient has supposed the ball to have entered. 

When a rib is broken at the point rf entrance, the frag- 
ments may be driven in and made to penetrate deeply into 
the structure of the lungs ; and the fact of the existence of 
a fracture at this point may, therefore, be regarded as add- 
ing much to the gravity of the prognosis ; while a fracture 
at the point of exit is a complication of comparatively Uttle 
moment. 

An examination ought always to be made with the finger 
or probe to determine whether a rib is broken; Mid at the 
pomt of entrance a reasonable effort should be made to 
remove such loose fragments as may happen to be within 
reach. One of the most frequent causes of death and of 
delay in recovery is found to be small s{»cul» 6f bone 
loosened or completely detached from a rib. This exami- 
nation ought to have as its further object, the removal of 
any other foreign substance which may have chanced to 
lod^ near the external orifice. Under almost no circum- 
stances is it proper to introduce the probe or finger beyond 
the pleural cavity or into the substance of the lung itself. 
In most cases the collapse of the lung will effectuaUy pre- 
vent such a procedure ; but even when, owing to adhesions 
or other causes, collapse of the lung does not occur, an ex- 
ploration of the track through the substance of the lung 
Itself could only provoke hemorrhage, and in many other 
ways add to tlie ultimate dangers. 

The main trunk of each aortic intercostal artery lies, 
through a great portion of its course, in a small groove situ- 
ated on the inner surface of the rib, and just above its lower 
margin, entering this groove near the angle of the rib pos- 
teriorly, and abandoning it not far front the stemnm. If, 
therefore, the rib be broken completely off and driven in- 
wards, or if only its lower margin is broken, a rupture of 
this artery may be the consequence. It is quite probable 
that thb accident occurs often, but being torn asunder 
rather than cut, it is very rarely that it gives rise to trou- 
blesome hssmorrhage. On the 2d of May, 1862, 1 saw at 
the Gkneral Hospital, at Fortress Monroe, under the care 
of Surgeon Cuyler, U.S. A., an example of rupture of this 
artery followed l^ severe and repeated bleedings. A large 

An. Med. TncBS, You TIU., Ko. 11. 




shot had lacerated the integuments prettjr extensively on 
the left side of the thorax, exposing and fracjUiring two or 
three ribs. The surgeon had removed a portion of the rib 
beneath which the hcemorrhage had taken place, and tied 
the vessel ; but the constant motion of the firagments durir 
inspiration and expiration seemed to have worn throi 
the coats of the artery again, and at the time I visited 
hospital the bleeding was recurring at intervals; tJtkd 
wound looked badly, and the patient was so low ai to 
afford very little hope of a final recovery. 

In case the. vessel can be found and separated from the 
acljacent tissues, it should be tied ; if this cannot be done, 
continued pressure from within, made by the finger, the 
employment of a small pledget of lint saturated with the 
persulphate of iron and held against the artery in the same 
manner, may sometimes succeed, or the vessel may be 
twisted possibly, or secured by casting a ligature around 
the entire rib. ' If none of these measures are applicable or 
effective, the method pursued by Surgeon Cuyler, namely, 
exsecting a portion of the rib. and then tying the artery, 
would offer the best chance or success. 

If the ball has perforated the sternum through its central 
portions, near the median line^ an abecass in the anterior 
mediastinal apace is almost inevitable ; and it is worthy of 
consideration whether the trephine, by enlarging the ex- 
ternal opening, and enabling the surgjeon to remove some 
of^ the small spiculae from within, might not diminish the 
subsequent dangers. 

The symptoms which indicate that a ball has traversed 
a portion of the lungs, are, embarrassed respiration, some- 
times a sensation of impending suffocation, expectoration 
of blood, the escape of air from me wound, or the extravasa- 
tion of air underneath the integumenta 

When several or all of thea^ signs are present, and 
especially when there is added the fact of complete perfo- 
ration of the opposite walls of the thorax, no opportunity 
is left for a doubt; but if, as sometimes hfppens, only one 
or two of these signs are present, the diagnosis may be 
rendered diflScult. The respu-ation may be embarrassed in 
consequence of alarm, or of a severe concussion ; a pul- 
monary blood-vessel may have been ruptured by a blow 
upon the walls of the thorax, and this is more especially 
liable to happen when a rib has been broken, although the 
ball has not penetrated ; emphysema may be the result of 
a fracture and projection of a spicula of bone into the pul- 
monary tissue. 

The expectoration of blood in most cases occurs imme- 
diately—frequently not until after the lapse of several 
hours, or even days, but it is rarely seen after the fifUi, 
sixth, or tenth day. 

Isaac Etchell, a private in the 72d Pa., was wounded 
at Antietam, on the 17th of Sept, 1862, b;^ a round ball, 
which entered the left side of the chest in front, three 
inches above and to the left of the nipple, passing com- 
pletely through. He expectorated blood immediatdy and 
Ireely, but it soon ceased, and never recurred. On the 
24th day the wounds had dosed, and he was sitting up^ 
but he continued to suffer from pain and a sense of op- 
pression over the whole of his left side. Having never 
seen him since, I am unable to state the final result. 

Daniel Ryan, private, of the 70th N. Y, Vols., was 
wounded July 2d, 18«3, at Gettysburg by a rifle ball 
which passed through the left lower lobe of the lungs. 
This man expectorated blood freely at the moment of the 
receipt of the injury, and he continued to expectorate a 
little occasionally during the five following days, but not 
any since. Six montlis later, when I saw him at the 
General Hospital in Newark, under the care of Surgeon 
Taylor, U.S.A., a slight cough remained, but^ the wound 
had nearly healed. 

Norton E. Hubbard, of the 6ih Wis. Vols., was wounded 
at Antietem, Sept 17th, 1862, by a rifle ball, which entered 
the chest in front on the left side, directly undeif the ola- 
vicle, and to the sternal side of the coraco-davicular liga- 
ments, passing through the chesty and escaping near the 
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posterior angle of the scapula. It was found lying directly 
under the skin at this point, and was cut out by his sur- 
geon. He expectorated blood at first very freely; bu^ 
when I saw him on the 23d day, he informed me that 
he had had no bleeding since the first day. Some small 
fragments of bone, probably from the clavicle, have escaped 
in front The wound was discharging copiously ; he nad 
a troublesome cough ; his appetite was poor, and his 
chance for recovery seemed poor. 

Moses Hazeltine, a private iu the 12th Mass. (this regi- 
ment was commanded by Ool. Webster, the -son of Daniel 
Webster), was wounded at Antietam by a ball, which en- 
tered the thorax two inches outside of the left nipple, and 
passed entirely through the body. He expectorated blood 
within ten minutes, and continued to do so for nine or ten 
days. Air has escaped through the wound in the back. 
Suppuration was free on the 23d day ; he had considerable 
cough, and was looking^ thin and pale. 

At Boonsborough, Md., I was requested to see Lieut. 

, of the 27th Ind. Vols.^ who had been wounded 

twenty-four days before by a round ball, which perforated 
the chest and the upper lobe of the right lung. He expec- 
torated blood at first, but not after a few days. The 
wound was suppurating, and his general conaition not 
very promising. 

At Middletown, Md„ my attention was directed to 
Daniel Bowers, private, 19th Ind. Vols., who had been 
wounded at South Mountain, twenty-six days before. A 
round ball had entered on the left side, two inches outside 
of the nipple, escaping near the centre of the back, on the 
same side. He expectorated blood slightly soon after he 
was wounded. No grave symptoms ensued, and the 
wound was nearly chsed. He said he was well. 

In the small treatise oft Military Surgery which I pub- 
lished at the commencement of the present war, I remted 
several examples of remarkable recoveries after perforat- 
ing eunshot wounds of the chest; among which will be 
found fuU particulars of the case of General Shields, one of 
the most extraordinary examples upon record. At the 
battle of Cerro Gordo, Mexico, on the 18th of April, 1847, 
General Shields was wounded by a canister shot, which 
penetrated between the fourth and fifth ribs of the right 
side, an inch and a half or two inches from the sternum, 
and emerged betweer; the sixth and seventh ribs of the 
vame side, about one inch from their junction with the ver- 
tebras. Surgeon Wright, of the U.S.A., who was in 
attendance, in order to arrest the flow of blood, appUed a 
compress of lint, and subsequently sought to sustain him 
by stimulants, etc. Without entering more fully into the 
details of the treatment and the progress of the case, it is 
sufficient for my present purpose to state that he rejoined 
his command a few weeks after in its march towards the 
Mexican capital, during which he was engaged in severid 
battles, in one of which he received a severe wound from 
an escopet ball in his arm. His recovery from the chest 
wound was complete ; and he has ever since enjoyed per- 
fect health. General Shields has commanded a Division 
during the present war, and in the brilliant affair at Win- 
ohester, Va., more than a year since, he was again wounded 
severely in one of his arms. 



Niw Rrmedt for Boils, etc.— Dr. ^offtnan states in the 
San Francisco Medical Press^ that the tincture of iodine, 
double strength, of the formula given in the United States 
Dispensary, applied thoroughly to boils, bunions, and car- 
bundes, will cut short the suppurative stages more than one- 
half, as well as relieve the patient of aU pain. All of the 
feverish symptoms, with alternate agues, chills, and unplea- 
sant feelines in the same, that are met with iu delicate 
females and other persons, are relieved almost entirely by 
the first anplication. The q^uantity of matter is also much 
smaller when this remedy is used than underTother treat- 
m«nt 
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CASE OK 

SYNCHRONOUS AMPUTATION OF THE LEFT 
THIGH AT ITS UPPER THIRD, 

Am) OP THE LEFT ABM. 

WITH SOME REMARKS ON AMPUTATIONS OF THE THIGH, PER- 
FORMED AT MORRIS ISLAND, S. C, AND ON THE LIGATION OF 
VEINS. 

By S. W. GROSS, AM., M.D, 

■UBOSOH ITAV., CHIKT MKDICAL OFTICE* NOKTHBUr DmxmiOT, DSFAVT- 

lUCMT or THE B0V1H. 

James D. Weeks, aged 20 years, private, Co. G, 3d Reff. 
U.S. Col. Troops, was admitted into the Field Hospital, 
Morris Idand, S. C, of which I was in charffe, at noon, 
Nov. 14, 1863. He had been wounded by the explosion 
of a shell, thrown from Fort Johnson into Fort Putnam, 
and I saw him an hour after the receipt of his injuries. 
The left thigh-bone, at its middle, was extensively commi- 
nuted, the fragments being driven into the adjacent mus- 
cles, and the soft parts were terribly mutilated. The left 
elbow-joint and lower extremity of the humerus were much 
shattered, and there was also a lacerated wound of the inte- 
gument of the left side. 

Weeks had lost a large quantity of blood, and the thigh 
wound wa3 still bleeding. The pulse was very weak, the 
surface cold, and the system much exhausted. In fact^ he 
was more dead than alive. I very much doubted the pro- 
priety of operative interference, and had no idea that he 
would ultimately recover. Under the use of stimulant*, 
however, he raUied, and chloroform having been cautiously 
administered, with the effect of rendering the pulse more 
full and strong, I first removed the arm at its middle, by 
antero-posterior flaps, ligating five vessels. The thigh was 
tlien removed by oblique flaps, on account of the nature of 
the wound, at the lower part of the upper third. But two 
ligatures were required, one including the artery, the other 
the femoral vein, which remained open and continued to 
bleed after the ordinary means had failed, and the patient 
could ill afford to lose more blood. The flaps of both 
stumps were at once brought together by sutures and ad- 
hesive strips, and a little morphia was given. The circula- 
tion in both Umbs was controlled hj the finger. During 
the day milk-punch was freely administered, and he passed 
a quiet night Nov. 16.— Weeks has an excellent appe- 
tite, sleeps well, suffers little pain, aud takes an abundance 
of beef-tea, milk-punch, and oranges. His tjowels having 
been confined for several days before the receipt of the in- 
juries, I ordered him a dose of castor-oil. 19ih.— The pa- 
tient has been doing extremely well; the stumps are dis- 
charging healthy pus. Duiing the evening he complfuned 
of a good deal of pain, which was allayed by morjAia.--- 
22d. — The ligature of the brachial artery dropped off this 
morning, and there is union of nearly the entire surflwe of 
the stump. The thigh stump gapes on its outer aspect^ and 
the wound is covered with a plastic lymph. I ordered 
warm-water dressing to be implied, and twenty-five drops 
of the tincture of the chloride of iron every eight hours. — 
24. — The third ligature came away from the arm-stump. 
Under the warm-water dressing the thigh-stump is improv- 
ing : the plastic lymph has disappeared, and the graiiula- 
tions look healthy. On the followmg day, the two remain 
ing ligatures of the arm dropped off. On the 30th, the 
ligature of the femoral vein was removed, and that of the 
artery on the 3d of December. 

From the second day after the operations. Weeks had an 
excellent appetite. He vyas always bright and cheerful, 
enjoyed his pipe, and partook freely of milk punch, nutri- 
tious soups, oysters, and oranges. At the present time, 
Feb. 1. 1864, the tWgh-stump is enturely well, but there is 
necrosis of the end of the humerus, and the bone is not yet 
sufficiently loose to be removed. 
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Remarks. — The above case presents several points, and in 
|Connezion with it I have maae some observations of inte- 
rest, which are worthy of comment : — 1st The euhjed of 
the ecue was a negro. In the Department of the South 
there are a number of regiments of Colored troops, and it 
is a well ascertained fact that they are more liable to dis- 
ease, and that the mortality is greater than among the white 
regiments. They rarely ever recover from a severe wound, 
and when attacked by disease they seem to care but little 
for life, and die in spite of all remedies and attention. These 
facts are particularlv true of the North Carolina and South 
Carolina colored soldiers, the sick reports of which are fifty 
per cent larger than those of the white troops ; and I find, 
on referring to my notes, that there were, during the 
months of November and December, thirty-eight deaths 
from disease in thirteen regiments, three of which were 
colored. The latter lost seventeen men of the thirty-eight 
The colored troops recruited in the Northern States do not 
sufier to the same degree, and the subject of the above case 
came from Camden, New Jersey. 

2d. Recovery from the severe injuries^ and particularly 
after amputaiion of the upper third of the thigh, — Of six 
thigh amputations which 1 performed in the Field Hospi- 
tal at Morris Island, this is the only one of the upper third. 
Five were primary and one was secondary. Four were of 
the lower third, three primary, and one secondary ; one 
was of the upper third, and one of the middle third, both 
of the latter bein^ primary. The secondary amputation 
was for acute mortification, following a shell wound of the 
le^, and death ensued. One primary case of the lower 
third died, the padent having never rallied from the opera- 
tion and the shock. We have thus five primary amputa- 
tions of the different thirds of th.e thign, with but one 
death, the mortality being 20 per cent These results are 
extremely satisfactory, and add more conclusive evidence 
as to the advantage of primary over secondary amputation. 
The excellent results in these cases are due to the opera- 
tions being performed almost immediately after the receipt 
of the injuries, to the men being kept quiet and not sent 
to General Hospitals until all danger has ceased, and to the 
mild climate. Thus in November, the monthly mean of 
the temperature was 60*03® ; the daily mean of the warmest 
day being 71.66'* ; of the coldest day 35.66^ In December 
the monthly mean was 49.96®, the daily mean of the warm- 
est day being 62.66®, of the coldest day 38.66<», To these 
fiu:ta 1 shall have occasion to allude in a future article. 

3d. Ligation of veins, — In three cases of primary ampu- 
tation of the thigh, I have been obliged to resort to this 
procedure, although I had been always prejudiced against* 
it| having been taught to avoid it on account of the danger 
of phlebitis. In uiese cases, all of which recovered, the 
orifice of the vein remained patulous, emitting so much 
blood that I was fearfiil as to the result In all, the ap- 
plication of cold-water, ice, torsion, and pressure of the 
flaps against each other failed to arrest the haemorrhage, 
and I was compelled to employ the ligature. The opera- 
,Uon not having been followed by any untoward conse- 

Suences, I have become fully convinced that there is no 
anger in resorting to it, when the general health of the 
subject is good. Veins are ligated every day in cases of 
Tarix, and yet we rarely ever hear of suppurative inflam- 
mation following. In the inferior animals these vessels can 
be tied with impunity, and I see no'reason why it cannot 
be doae in the human subject when there is a necessity for 
it. In confirmation of my views, I may here refer to the 
report of a case in the Edinburgh Medical JowmcH^ in 
January 7, 1863^ of amputation at the hip-joint by Mr, 
James Spence, m which he was compelled to ligate the 
femoral vein, and the woman made a rapid recovery. 

FoLLT Ulamd, 8. C, Feb. 1, 18M. 

Dr. Homer 0. Hitchcock, of Kalamazoo, Mich., is pre- 
wiring a paper on the Entrance of Air into the Uterine 
Veins in forced Abortion, to be read at the meeting of the 
American Medical Association. 



SEMABKABLE CASE OF 

FRACTURE OF THE PELVIC BONES. 
By IRVING W. LYON, M.D., 

■BNIOl ASnSTAIlT fUBOBOlT BKLLVTXni SOtPRAL. 

Thomas Dalt, set 38, admitted January 17th. 1864, in a 
state of partial cpllapse. He said that he fell from the 
front platform of a horse-car at two o'clock this morning 
and he thought the T^heels of the car passed over the left 
arm and the body in the pelvic region. The pulse at the 
wrist was scarcely perceptible, the countenance pale and 
clammy, and he complained of very severe pain about the 
pelvis and in the led arm, which was crushed at about the 
junction of the middle with the lower third. He said that 
he had felt the pelvic bones " move upon each other," pro- 
ducing a " grating sensation," and that he " was aU apart" 
On account of his condition a thorough examination was 
wholly inadmissible: there were no external marks of 
injury discoverable about the pelvis ; when the iliac bones 
were gently pressed towards each other, he cried out with 

{)ain. The left leg and thigh were next carefully manipu- 
ated, and crepitus was distinctly felt at the upper part of 
the thigh ; but as soon as the limb was replaced upon the 
bed he raised the heel about one foot, which was accepted 
as evidence of the non-existence of a fracture through the 
neck of the femur, and the crepitus was believed to indicate 
a fracture of the pelvis. He suffered at short intervals 
from paroxysms of intense pain in the chest, back, and 
pelvis, whicn alternated with a feeling of comparative ease ; 
the urine, which had not been voided since the accident 
(fifteen hours), was drawn off, measured about six ounces, 
and bloody. Patient vomited occasionally. He was 
ordered diffusible stimulants, opiates, and external warmth. 

Jan. 18th. — Patient much more comfortable. Pulse 80, 
and of good strength ; but he continues to vomit when- 
ever anything is taken into the stomach. The urine is 
taktn away by the catheter, and found to be clear, and 
in quantity about ten ounces. He can get neither sleep' 
nor nourishment. Paroxysms of pain still continue, espe- 
cially^if he move. Jan. 19th — Still better; can pass his 
water without assistance, and does not vomit so much. 
Some beef-tea is tolerated by the stomach. Jan. 20th. — 
Much the same as yesterday, except that he has vomited 
but a very few times ; pain the same ; and his position, 
which is dorsal, has not been changed since admission. 
Jan. 21st — Arm begins to slough ; pulse 84 : urination 
natural ; vomiting has ceased entirely ; bowels are very 
loose, and he cannot control them. This is the first time 
that his bowels have moved since the accident. He takes 
more food, very little of stimulants and opiates, as he has 
an impression that they disagree with him. Jan. 22d. — 
Complains of increased pain in the pelvic, and especially in 
the inguinal region ; has not slept any. Pulse 110 ; urine 
voided without difficulty ; he takes beef tea, wine, and beer, 
and says that he can yet feel crepitus in the pelvis. His 
look is haggard and cadaveric ; diarrhoea much diminished. 

Jan. 23d. — The abdomen is very tympanitic, so that 
respiration is much impeded; vomits everything; pulse 
120 ; tongue furred ; no movement of the bowels ; no pain 
anywhere, except when moved. 

Jan. 24th. — No pain in any part of the body ; pulse 120 ; 
the abdomen is distended to its utmost, and is of uniform 
consistence; bowels moved at eleven .v.m. ; urine drawn 
by catheter ; he vomits everything taken into the stomach ; 
all of the mental faculties perfectly retained. 

Jan. 25th. — Died this morning at eleven o'clock from 
asthenia— just eight days and nine hours after the accident. 

Assisted by Dr. Brownell, I made an autopsy twenty- 
two hours after death. The only external mark of injury, 
aside from the mangled arm, was a slight ecchymosis just 
above the trochanter major, upon the left side. The intes- 
tines were very much distended with flatus ; the peritoneal 
cavity was perfectly free from gas or fluid. The peritoneum 
lining the pelvic cavity, together with the lumbar and 
lower part of ^e abdominal regions, was very dark from sul* 
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peritoneal ecchymosis. There was no evidence of perito- 
nitis. The kidneys aad spleen were very much congested. 
Hie bladder was intact ; the pelvis was fractured as fol- 
lows :— ^the body of the os pubis, on the right side, was 
irr^ularlv fractured, with some comminution from the 
edge of the acetabulum, obliquely inwards and backwards. 
The descending ramus was fractured fransTersely to its 
axis, near its junction with the ramus of the ischium. The 
OS pubis on the left side was fractured through its body, 
transversely to its axis, and with comminuted edges at 
about four lines from the lip of the acetabulum ; its ramus 
was not fractured, but the ramus of the ischium on the left 
side was broken, just below its union with the ramus of the 
pubes. Neither of the iliac bones was fractured. 

The sacrum was abnormal and fractured in three places : 
two vertical, and one transverse ; the abnormity consisted 
in the consolidation of six vertebral pieces instead of five ; 
there was also a corresponding increase of the sacral fora- 
mina, being five instead of four upon each side ; the sacrum 
was also elongated, measuring five and a half inches upon 
its anterior surface. The sacrum was fractured transversely 
through the middle of tiie third vertebral piece, between 
the second and third foramina ; imd the lower fragment 
was inclined considerably forwards. The sacrum was frac- 
tured vertically upon the right side, beginning at about the 
middle of the posterior border of the " broad triangular 
siuface," on either side of the articulation, between ihe 
sacrum and last lumbar vertebra, running obliquely for- 
wards and inwards into the sacral foramina and terminat- 
ing below in the transverse fracture above described ; so 
that this fracture was through the first and second fora- 
mina downwards, until arrested by the transverse. The 
sacrum was also fractured vertically upon the left side, 
from about the same point, and in the same direction 
93 upon the opposite, but instead of stopping at the trans- 
verse fracture, descended through the third, and into the 
fourth foramina, so that this fracture was through the first, 
second, third, and fourth sacral foramina ; the sacro-iliac 
synchondrosis was uninjured, and the same is the case 
with both femora. 

Commentary, — This, with but one exception, is by far the 
most severe case of fractured pelvis which I am able to find 
recorded ; and it is truly remarkable that so extensive a crush- 
ing and comminution of those bones should occur without 
rupture of the bladder, as this viscus rarely escapes injury 
when the pelvic bones are broken to any considerable ex- 
tent The case is also interesting from the length of time 
which the patient survived the accident, for it would 
seem, a prioriy that violence, sufficient to produce such 
an injury, would occasion a collapse, from which the 
patient would be unable to rally. The manner in which 
the bones were fractured, especialljr the sacrum, is worthy 
of note, the vertical fractures being through the sacral 
foramina, which is generally the case, instead of a separa- 
tion of the sacro-iliac synchondrosis. The driver said that 
the car contained over sixty passengers, and that he felt it 
jolt, as though it had passed over a stone, or stick of wood ; 
but it is difficult to believe that the wheels passed over the 
pelvis, without leaving any mark upon the skin, as the 
sharp flange of the wheel above, and the iron rail below, 
oould not have failed to produce either a frightful contusion 
or laceration of the soft parts. It is altogether probable 
that the pelvis sustained its injuries by rolling beneath the 
steps of the platform^ or the projecting portions of the 
truck of the car. 

The case above excepted is of great interest in con- 
nexion with this, because of the many points of analogy 
between the two. It occurred in the practice of Prof. 
E. R. Peaslee, and was published by this gentleman in the 
April number of the American Journal of Med, Science for 
1850. In this case the bladder was ruptured through its 
neck, and had an external communication through a lace- 
rated wound of the perineum. The patient lived forty-one 
days after the injury. The pelvis was fractured as follows : 

'* Ist. An oblique fracture of the right ramus ischii, ex- 



tending horizontally across it to the lower ipargin of the 
thyroid foramen, i^o attempt at reunion. ' 

" 2d. An oblique fracture of the right os pubis, in a ver- 
tical plane from the ileo-pectineal eminence backwards and 
inwards to a point behind the spine of the pubes ; the frac- 
tured extremities are entirely denuded for more than an 
inch in both directions. 

•* 3d. 'A comminuted fracture of the left os pubis, directly 
backwards, in a vertical plane, from a point just inside 
of the ileo-pectineal eminence ; a slight attempt at reunion 
is apparent on its anterior aspect. 

" 4th. A fracture of left ramus ischii, precisely like that 
on the right side, but with very little displacement. Some 
attempt at reparation. 

" 5th. Another fracture above and parallel to the last of 
the left ramus pubis; no displacement. Partial reunion, of 
course, on the five fractures extended into the two thyroid 
foramina. 

" 6th. A fracture of the sacrum on the right side was 
also discovered, parallel to, and just three-quarters of an 
inch from the sacro-iliac articulation, and extending the 
whole length of the sacrum along the outer margins of the 
sacral foramina ; the fractured part was also itself divided 
into two equal parts by another transverse fracture — the 
7 th found in this subject. No attempt at reunion. The 
cancellated tissue of the right ilium is of a livid color ; that 
of the left is normal. The sacro-iliac articulations and the 
symphysis pubis are uninjured." 

From a comparison of these two cases, one is struck 
with the similarity which holds between tiieir respective 
fractures — the chief difference being in the fracture of the 
sacrum. In Dr. Peaslee's case but one edge of this bone 
was broken off, and this fragment again broken in its mid- 
dle ; while in the case of Daly, both edges were separated, 
and the intermediate piece fractured transversely through 
its middle, while the left lateral fragment was also fractured 
transversely, in a line with the transverse frtK^ture of the 
sacrum. Dr. Peaslee*s case lived forty-one days after the 
accident, with rupture of the bladder, but the urine was 
discharged freely through the external opening, and infil- 
tration of the tissues Uiereby prevented. The Dr. says : 
" Independently of the treatment employed, I attribute 
the prolongation of life^ in tliis case, to the incessant care 
bestowed upon the patient by his attendants." 

The prognosis of fractured pelvis depends mainly upon 
two thmgs : first, whether the fracture be produced or ac- 
companied by much violence; and second, whether the 
pelvic viscera, and more especially the bladder, be ruptured 
or not In an elaborate summary of seventy-eight cases of 
rupture of the bladder, published by Prof. Stephin Smith. 
in the New York Journal of Medidnt for 185 L I find 
eleven were complicated with fracture of the pelvis, but 
one of which recovered ; and in this case the operation for 
lithotomy was performed, and the exit of the urine insured 
in this way. Thepatient had a rapid convalescence. 

In Prof. F. H. Hamilton's celebrated Treatise on Frac- 
tures and Dislocations, while but one case of fractured pelvis 
with ruptured bladder is mentioned, which proved fatal, 
there are twenty cases of fracture of the pelvic bones without 
ruptured bladder which recovered, and seven which^died, and 
one case (Sir Astley Cooper's) of fracture of the ramus of the 
ischium, with rupture ofuie urethra, and these accompanied 
with fracture of the thig^h, in which the patient recovered. 

In Malgaigne's Treatise on Fractures, there are seven- 
teen cases of recovery after fracture of the pelvis, uncom- 
plicated with rupture of the bladder, and five deaths— one 
death with fracture of the pelvis and rupture of the bladder, 
and two recoveries. These facts recapitulated, give sixty- 
five cases of fracture of the pelvis, of which forty-nine were 
without, and sixteen with rupture of the bladder, including 
Sir Astley's case of ruptured urethra. Of these forty-nine 
cases, thirty-seven recovered, and twelve died ; and of the 
sixteen with ruptured bladder, twelve died and four reco- 
vered. 
BiLUevcs Hospital, Feb. 10, 1S64. 
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Art. I. — Dr. Warren, of Boston, relates an interesting 
case of hypertrophio elongation of the cervix uteri, suc- 
cessfuUy removed by incision. The patient was fifty-six 

fears of age, and the tumor of twenty-six years* standing. 
t was from three to four inches long ; projected between 
the labia, bringinf|^ with it about half of the bladder, and a 
OQDsiderable portion of the peritoneal cul-de-sac, which 
parts were carefully dissected away from the enlarged cer- 
vix, and the operation completed by removing the enlarged 
portion aad securing the* vessels, afler which the portion of 
the uterus which remained, together with the adjacent 
organs, resumed its naturalposition in the pelvis. 

Art. n. — Dr. Philip S. Wales, U.S.N., gives an account 
of spotted fever, as it occurred at Newport, R I., in 1863, 
with some history of the disease, symptoms, diagnosis, and 
treatment Of the seven cases reported, four proved fatal 
The treatment consisted in the early employment of stimu- 
lants, tonics, nourishment, external heat, sinapisms, blis- 
ters, etc Often large doses of opium and camphor are 
indicated, and their employment attended with a beneficial 
result 

Art. HL — On the presence of air in the veins as a 
cause of death, by James Sumner Greene, M.D., of Dor- 
chester, Mass. The author reviews the literature of the 
subject^ giving a brief resum^ of the cases recorded, with 
such iiiferences as the facts known will warrant " During 
the progress of an operation, when all seems going on 
well, a peculiar sound is heard at the bottom of the wound, 
ofteneat described as j^rgling, hissing, or bubbling. There 
is frequently a slight issue of venous blood, indicating that 
a vein is wounded, and often bubbles of air are noticed at 
the point from whence the sound proceeds. ♦ ♦ ♦ The 
patient suddenly turns pale, utters a cry such as ' I am iaint,' 
* I am dying,^ and becomes insensible ; or there may be 
observed anxiety of countenance, labored respiration, livi- 
dity of the lips, dilated pupils, and convulsions." Little is 
said concerning the treatment, the indications of which 
are, to prevent ingress of air. as immediate pressure upon 
the vein between the wouna and heart, or by torsion, liga- 
ture, etc. ; to remove, if possible, from the heart and lungs, 
that already admitted, as by artificial respiration, pressure 
upon the chest, etc. ; to sustain the vital organs in the per- 
formance of their functions, by artificial respiration with 
the administration of brandy, and diffusible stimulants. 

Art. IV. — Dr. James J. Levick. of Philadelphia, gives 
an account of the epidemic influenza of 1861 and of 1863, 
with notices of some malignant forms of this disease, 
showing, from a careful review of its history, that " in all 
ages its periodical visitations have preceded, accompanied. 
or succeeded epidemic diseases of tne most malignant and 
pestilential character." 

Art. V. — The surgical treatment of Amenorrhcea. By 
Horatio R. Storer, M.D.,,of Boston. Read before the 
Norfolk District Medical Society of Massachusetts. He 
dwells on the importance of a differential diagnosis, parti- 
cularly of the non-existence of pregnancy. Where local 
Btimulation or dilatation is necessary, the instruments in 
favor are, the intra-uterine stem pessary, the stem formed 
of copper and sine, for the purpose of producing an addi- 
tional theri^utic effect by galvanic action ; a graduated 
aeries of jnetallic bougies, or expansible tents, preferring 
thcee self-lubricating from their own mucilage to sponge — 
dippery-elm bark he has found serviceable. As a general 
rule he does not favor lateral incision, and wholly rejects, 
as impracticable, Tyler Smith's proposal of tubal catheteri- 
£:ttaon. Where there is complete occlusion, he advises a 
free incision, and the uterus to be emptied as rapidly and 
thoroughly as possible, even to the extent of completely 



rinsing its cavity by gentle ii^jections of lukewarm water 
or soap-suds, otherwise the violent uterine contractions 
coming on tdter the flow has once commenced (the outjal 
being still impeded), may force backward a portion of the 
retained fluid, through the Fallopian tubes, into the cavity 
of the abdomen, giving rise to fal;al peritonitis. 

Art. YL — On the ConsUtution and Source of the Bile. 
By Thomas Antisell, Surgeon U.S.V., etc. 

Art. VIL — On the Therapeutic Application of the Solu« 
tion of the Permanganate of Potash, and of Ozone. By 
Samuel Jackson, M,D. A solution, in proportion of two 
parts to 1000 of water, he has found useful in dyspepsia 
and other infirmities of a cachectic nature ; also both inter- 
nally and as a local application to foul ulcers. The dose, 
a teaspoonful of the solution in a little water, four times 
a-day. Upon inquiry for its active principles, ne found by 
testing the solution, that there are present the salt, osone, 
and the peroxide of hydrogen. The last two bodies, by 
their active chemical properties, arrest the disorganizing 
process in gangrenous wounds, wd rouse into actiyity the 
organic or vitiu actions of the surrounding tissues, reno- 
vate tiie fluids, and establish the healing process. Taken 
intemaUy, it enters the blood, and excites its molecular or 
chemical action — an indispensable condition of life. 

Art.VHI. — ^Prof. S. D. Gross reports an interesting case 
of amputation at the hip-joint of a Uttle girl, nine years of 
age. 

Art. IX. — Dr. John A. Lidell, U.S.Y., reports a case of 
gunshot wound, in which the axillary artery of the left 
side was divided, and the brachial plexus of nerves injured. 
Aneurism occurred on the 21st day, and the subclavian was 
ligated external to the scalenus. Secondary hemorrhage 
was controlled by injecting into the sac through a ftmide 
catheter the Uquor ferri persulph. The patient died from 
exhaustion, forty-six days after the operation. 

Art. X. — Case of Aneurism of the Axillary Artery. By 
Isaac Norris, Jr., M.D., Act. Asst-Surg., U.S.A. This was 
the result of a gunshot wound. The aneurism broke, and the 
patient became much reduced by loss of blood, but his life 
was prolonged for a number of hours by keeping up digital 
compression upon the artery, which was finally tied. The 
patient died six hours afler the operation. 

Art. XI.-— On the use of freeh lard as a simple dreastog 
for recent bums, by Johh Packard, M.D., of Philadelphia. 

Art. XII. — Bibron*8 Bromine Mixture, an antidote (o 
the poison of the Bm Crotaloides. By Chas. Hughes, M.D., 
Sur^. 1st Inf. M. S. M. Vols. The case reported is that of" 
a pnvate, bitten on the Uttle finger by a specimen of the 
repUle known as copperhead. A ti^ht ligature was applied, 
and whiskey administered to intoxication, in which condi- 
tion he was taken to the hospital, where the ligature was 
loosened ; the finger incised as for a whitlow, and immersed 
for twenty-four hours in warm water. To this was added 
an emollient anodyne poultice on the third day, and conti« 
nued through the fourth ; after which simple cerate dress- 
ings were daily applied until he was returned to duty. 
The constitutional treatment consisted exclusively of Bi- 
bron's antidote, which was commenced soon after the liga- 
ture was removed, and repeated on the first day every 
three or four hours ; on the second, ter die, and on the third 
p. r. n. Its composition, as furnished to the array, is : — 
K. Brominii I \)8b ; potass, iodidi, gr. ii ; hyd. M. corro- 
siv., gr. i ; alcohol dilut f. I xxx. Misce. Dose : — A fluid- 
drachm diluted with a tablespoonful of wine or brandy, and 
repeat it, if necessary. 

Art. XIIL—Cases. By Isaac O. Porter, M.D., U,S.A., 
at Fort Trumbull, Ct Chronic pleurisy from gunshot 
wound, in which the operation of paracentesis was per- 
formed ; also, a case of anomalous choreic convulsions. 

Art. XIV.— Surgical Cases. By John Ashhurst, Jr., 
M.D., one of the surgeons of the Episcopal Hospital These 
are mostly injuries from accidents, etc. 

Art. XV.— Prof: C. D. Meigs, of Philadelphia^ published 
a letter on the treatment of Diphtheria. He regards nitrate 
of silver Qf properly used) as the most reliable remedy. 
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It should be applied early, and of a strength that will not 
oanae pain (two or three grs. to the ounoe), and not oflener 
than onoe a day. Use a gargle made by mixing half a tea- 
apoonfnl <^ cayenne pepper, a teaapoonful of salt, a wine- 
giaflaful of vinegar, and half a pint of boiling water. Use 
often. Apply a cloth wrung out of ice-water to the throat 
If asphyxiation has begun, give hot brandy and water, or 
hot whiskey punch— pknty of it. 
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NEW YORK PATOOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
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BB. D. 8. CONANT, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIB. 

OKNTRAL NECROSIS OF CIRYIX FXMORIS. 

Ds. Yoss presented a specimen of hip-joint disease, and 
mre the following history : — It was removed from a child 
nve years of age, who showed the first symptoms of disease 
in the left hip only three months before death. There was 
nothing peculiarly interesting in the symptoms of the affec- 
tion, and the patient was treated simply by rest and fresh 
air, the parents living at the time in the country. The 
symptoms disappeared after the child had lain constantly in 
the open air during ^e day for a period of two months. 
At the end of that time it was seized with an attack of 
tubercular meningitis, which terminated fatally in the 
course of three weeks. 

At the autopsy the hip-joint was opened, and no exuda- 
tion was found in its cavity, but me cweule was very 
highly injected : the same was the case with the ligamen- 
turn patellss and cartilage of incrustation. An interesting 
state of things, however, was found to exist in connexion 
with the necS: of the femur; on its lower aspect, f^outtwo 
lines from the brim of the cartilage covering the head of 
the bone, there was an opening into the cancellous structure, 
which contained a sm^ piece of dead bone. 

INTIRESTINO OONGXNITAL MALFORMATION OF TBI PELVIS. 

Dr. Yoss also presented a second specimen, consisting 
of the pelvic part of one femur, and the whole of the other, 
together with the lumbar vertebrss removed from a man 
forty years of age, who had suffered from congenital dislo- 
cation of both hips. Dr. Y. stated that he regretted, on 
account of the peculiar circumstances attending the posses- 
sion of the specimen, he had not sufficient time to prepare 
it as he wished. He was able, however, to show some 
interesting points. 

Contrary to the generally received opinion, all the mus- 
cles passing from tlio pelvis to the femur were large and 
well developed. The patient would walk with a peculiar 
gait, by keeping the upper part of his body backwards, his 
pelvis forward, and shifting the weight from one side to 
the other. There was a marked curvature of the lumbar ver- 
tebrae forward, with a corresponding prominence of the but- 
tocks backwards. The distance between the two tubera ischii 
was fully seven inches. The pubic bones were more flattened 
than is commonly found to be the case even in the female, 
and the height of the synchondrosis of the pubes was much 
increased. The bones of the femur were flattened Gcom 
one side to the other, doubtless from the muscles lying in 
contact with them. In consequence of the femur having its 
articulation above its usual point, the courses of the ilio- 
femoral muscles were sin^lurly cnanged ; for instance, the 
psoas magnns and iliacus intemus took the direction down- 
wards, backwards, and upwards ; and in consequence of 
tJiis, Mso, a cartilaginous growth Imd formed in the tendon 
of those muscles.. The pectineus and other muscles in the 
neighborhood were also changed in their relations. There 
was no ligamentum teres, and the distance from the tro- 
chanter to tha head of the femur was about two inches, 



the cervix of the bone being an insignificant concern. The 
articulating surface of the thigh-bone was flattened, pre- 
senting a more or less corrugated appearance. The aceta- 
bulum was filled with fatty appendices. There was no 
inversion of the feet. Dr. Yoss nad no acquaintance with 
the patient during life. 

Tne following are the principal measurements of this 
pelvis, as compared with those or the normal male pelvis, 
after Krause: — 



Oreatett wMth of the upper aperture of the pelyti, f to. t Ita. 

Distance of tpine. ant sap 9 iocbea 

CoDjngata . . . . • S— S 

Diameter transvene ' . 

Diamet. oblkmus (diagonal) 

From apex of os ooceygis to lower nuurgln of Sfrnphja. 

£nbit f— T 
taooeoftbe Tnbera Iscbli 6~f 

Height of OS sacram (ttom premoatorj to apex of os 

coccyx) 8—8 

Height of synehondrosisoeslampnblB .... 1—4^ 




(5-8) 



Dr. Bauxr presented an acephalous foetus with spina 
bifida Of the cervical region. Tne crystalline lenses were 
both in a state of cataract. The foetus lived but two mi- 
nutes after birth. 

Dr. Conant did not understand why the foetus should 
have breathed at all without any respiratory tract. 

Db. Eluot remarked that in every case of acepbakyua 
foetus that he had seen, the breech presented. 

Dr. Post referred to a case where the face preseotod. 

POSTIRIOR OURVATUKB OF THE SPimB OF SIX TIAR8* STANnillG ; 
PARAPLEGIA } REUEF OF THE LATTER, AVD ARREST OF SPINAL 
CARIES ; EVENTUAL DEATH FROM ORANULAB MENINOmS. 

Dr. Bauer exhibited to the Society a specimen of a 
spine which he thought of singular pathological interest. 
The history of the case whence it had been derived, pre- 
sented the following features : — When at the tender age 
of about three years the patient met with a falL Soon , 
after the accident the httle girl exhibited some indefinite 
sufifering. One of our leading surgeons pronounced it 
verv correctly incipient PotUf Diseoit^ and held out but 
little hope of recoveiy. The case was therefore trans- 
ferred to the charge of another and less distinguished prac- 
titioner, who aflQrmed the diagnosis, and directed generous 
regimen, cod-liver oil, and an issue near the spine. Loco- 
motion was] rather encouraged by him than otherwise. 

For five months this treatment was scrupulously adhered 
to without benefit During the ensuing ten months the 
patient received no treatment at all. Meanwhile the con- 
dition of the patient became much ais^gravated, both locally 
and constitutionally, and when at last motor paralysis of 
the lower extremities was superadded to the sufferings of 
the patient. Dr. Bauer was requested to attend upon her. 
At tnat juncture the patient was attenuated, prostrate, and 
almost hydrsemic, her respiration laborious, and the car- 
diac action greatly excited. She complained of pain in 
the stomach, augmented by the slightest disturbance of 
her repose. There was a ereat tenderness about the 
deformed portion of the spine^ but no trace of suppuration. 
The angular curvature occupied the thoraoo>lumbar por- 
tion, the spinous process of the first lumbar vertebra being 
the most prominent point The paraplegia comprised only 
tlie motor nerves, and was fi'ee trom contractions of mus- 
cles ; but so perfect was the motor paralysis that excita- 
tion produced no response. The ilio-inguinal regions and 
the pelvic cavity were found unencumbered by consecutive 
abscess. 

Diagno9is, — ^The early appearance of the curvature after 
the accident, its seat at the thoraco-lumbar section of the 
spine, its angular shape, and the nature of the cause, left 
scarcely any doubt that a fracture of either the body of the 
twelfth thoracic or that of thefirst lumbar vertebra had 
been sustained. 

If this supposition was correct, the prognosis could be 
but unfavorable. For all symptoms indicat^ alterations iu 
structure and form of the displaced vertebra ; caries <^ the 
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same was impending, if it had not already set in : conse- 
catiTe absoess had to be dreaded whilst the constitutional 
strength was below par. All this irrespeotive of the exist- 
ing complication of paraplegia. 

^Notwithstanding the nnmvorable circamstances of the 
case, something had to be done in order to pdliate the 
agonj of the patient. 

Sinoe the ^ine was not in a physical condition to sus- 
tain the superstructure of the oody, Dr. Bauer directed 
the recumbent posture upon a water-bed. Repeated leech- 
ings were instituted to relieve the hyperemia of the affect- 
ed parts. Besides some local lubrications of an appropriate 
kind, the patient was left without medicine, liberal diet 
being considered the best restorative and tonic. 

A mere temporary amelioration of the trouble would 
seem to have been a satisfactory result of the treatment-. 
But the improvement foUowioff was so prompt, rapid, sub- 
stantial, and persistent, that the doctor became a sceptic . 
of his diagnosis, and felt inclined to believe that the patho- 
logical mischief might be less serious than supposed. Thus 
encouraged in hope, and at a time When all tenderness of 
the spine and the paraplegia had disappeared, when the 
Mttient had greatly improved her extenor and weight. Dr. 
Muer considered himself justified in relaxing the stnngency 
of the position. The patient was therefore allowed to 
creep about on knees and elbows. 

At the fourth month of the treatment^ an accurate 
mould of the patient's body was obtained, and a cast accord- 
ingly made in plaster of Paris. In exhibiting the same. 
Dr. Bauer afforded an opportunity to the members of the 
society to realize the extent and gravity of the distortion. 

Upon this last a wire apparatus of the doctor's own con- 
struction was fitted like a shell to the back. Thus protect- 
ed and secured, the patient, in a draw-wagon on her 
back, was allowed passive exercises in the open air. With 
the eighth month a spinal supporter was applied, and 
henceforth active locomotion permitted. During the ensu- 
ing four years the patient enjoyed comparative good health, 
and the presumption seemed to be justified, that consolida- 
tion of the spine had unexpectedly been effected. 

Last spring, the first time after her discharge, Dr. Bauer 
was again sent for. The patient suffered then from cere- 
bral meningitis, eventually terminating fatally. There 
were no symptoms implicating the spinal cord, its mem- 
tames, or the spine itself 

Twenty-four hours after death the autopsy was made. 
The g[eneral appearance of the body good; state of its 
nutrition satisfactory, considering that the patient had 
pATtaken of but little food during her bite illness. Arach- 
nitis, with widely scattered granular eminences, made up 
connective tissue. The disease centred upon the brain, 
and extended into the spinal canal, though marked hypersB- 
naia of spinal membranes. Tubercular deposits nowhere 
to be found. 

Dr. Bauku the^ ^ve the following description of the 
specimen. It is longitudinally divided into two halves, and 
oomnrises the six lower and four upper lumbar vertebrae. 
the first heing but in a fragmentary state. The spiual cora 
18 preserved with the left half; the angidar infraction of the 
9pine at the first lumbar vertebra or its remnant, and the spi- 
nous process of the latter the most prominent point of tne 
corvature. The cord is fi^^e from disease and mechanical 
compression. The spinal canal slightly narrowed at the in- 
fraction, leaving room enough, however, for the safe keeping 
of the cord. Anteriorly and laterally, the lower portion of 
the specimen is surrounded by dense and thickened connec- 
tive tissue, endowing the infraction of the spine with a cer- 
tain degree of firmness and immobihty. AU the inter-ver- 
tebral fibro-cardlages but one, completely normal ; the latter, 
being placed between the last thoracic and the first lumbar 
vertebra, has nearly disappeared.. When in a recent 
state, the vertebral bodies rather hypersemic, but without 
oeteo-porosis ; the twelfth thoracic rauier more densified by 
a|>parent plasdo infiltration. The thoracic portion of spe- 
cunen perfectly straight, but inclining forward; the lumbar 
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portion bending strongly backward — ^the junction of both 
in an almost right angle with the lower surfiice of the 
twelfth thoracic vertebral body, upon the anterior one of the 
first vertebral body. The former deficient in front, as if a 
wedge-shaped piece was wanting; the latter, reduced by 
caries to a mere frafrment, still connected, however, with 
the adjacent parts. From this fragment a small sequestrum 
is so completely isolated as to be easily removed and re- 
placed. In front of the fragment a space is left, being filled 
with a homogeneous cheese-Uke overrunning material of 
yellowish-grey color. With one or two exceptions, each 
vertebral lK>dy of the specimen presents a cavity close to the 
spinal canal, and perfected by Uie dura mater itself. These 
cavities are of difi&rent dimensions, the largest not exceed- 
ing a small bean or pea, and occupied by the same material, 
which may even be^ traced between the dura mater and 
the vertebral bodies firom one cavity to the other, con- 
necting them, as it were, with each other. 

At a glance, the said material appeared to be tubercular 
matter, and as such it was pronounced by a gentleman 
equally proficient in pathological anatomy and the use of 
the microscope. So much he was persuaded of the cor- 
rectness of his views, that he deemed it absurd to put it to 
a microscopic test. 

Dr. Bauer, after having resorted to the microscope, arrived, 
however, at a widely different conclusion. And in order to 
place his diagnosis of the questionable material beyond pos- 
sible dispute, he solicited the assistance of Profl Aloniso Clark, 
who, after a careful and most thorough microscopic inspec- 
tion, agreed with Dr. Bauer that the materii^ consisted of 
pus in a state of condensation and fatty degeneration ; in 
fJEict, that the purulent matter had undergone for some time 
those changes that characterize the advancing process of 
repair. 

This question being settled in behalf of bona fide pus, to 
the exclusion of tubercular matter, the morbid changes in 
the specimen are more readily commented on than might 
appear from their complications. 

The source of the suppuration was evidently centred in 
the body of the first lumbar vertebra. The matter pro- 
duced by caries, per #e, ,is not copious, • and mostly of a 
mijd character, unless exposed to the action of atmosphe- 
ric air, being precluded in the present case. At the time 
when the suppuration of the bony structure was at its 
height, when local irritation was kept up by active loco- 
motion, when the quantity of pus was largest, it sought 
and found an outlet into the spinal cima], wherein it dif- 
fused upwards and downwards between the dura mater and 
the bodies of the vertebra. From this drcumstanoe varied 
effects were derived. 

1. The matter pushed the dura mater towards the cord, 
and caused its compression. Hence the paraplegia. 

2. The. matter was hrougHt in contact with the posterior 
surfaces of the vertebral bodies, soaked or macerated them, 
and thus gave rise to the multilocular abscess of the verte- 
bne. For this interpretation the very form and location of 
the various abscesses could be taken in proofl All the 
abscesses present flat excavations communicating with the 
spinal canal, completed, ns it were, by a covering of the 
<uira mater ; and the matter seems to be continuous from 
one abscess to the other. If the abscesses had originated 
independently and spontaneously, they would occupy a more 
central location, and not at the posterior periphery of the 
vertebral bodies. The correspondence of seat cannot be 
received as accidental; it must have a common cause, which 
Dr. Bauer presumed to be in the diffusion of matter from 
one point Another proof for this version might be inferred 
from the fiict that the contents of all abscesses were of the 
same character and condition. Whether the diagnosis of 
fracture was correct could scarcely be determined on at this 
juncture. Tet it must be admitted that the clinical obser- 
vation of the attending symptoms was directly in favor of the 
same ; whereas the pathological changes did not reveal one 
single fact against that supposition. That the disease was 
chiefly local could not be gainsaid; that it had resolted fVom 
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a local injury was proved: that the location was apt to 
fracture of the m^ine more tiian any other, the experimentR 
of Bonnet and rommier had demonstrated ; that fractures 
of that portion of the skeleton were much more frequent 
than usudly admitted, had Ukewise been shown by G-urlt. 
The presumption of fracture was still more strengthened by 
the shape of the twelfth thoracic yertebre, whose defect 
was exactly of that description which a fracture would 
occasion. The greater defect of the first lumbar yertebrse 
was no objection to such a view, for it should be remem- 
bered that a diagonal fracture of the body of the twelfth 
thoracic yertebra would leave the fragment still corrected 
with the lower fibro-cartilage, and respectively with the 
body of the first lumbar vertebra. If converted into a 
foreign body by being prevented to adapt itself, it would 
obviously direct its irritating effects upon those structures 
with which it is organically still connected ; and then the 
matter would likely prefer a downward course. 

It seems singular, continued Dr. Bauer, that necrosis 
and caries should have existed for so long a time 
without external manifestation ; moreover, should have 
come, to a stand-still and fiiirly entered upon the pro- 
cess of repair. The like facts do not often present 
themselves in the common range of surgical observation, 
and are therefore of more than ordinary interest. Not 
unlikely, the local irritation, perpetuated by locomotion, 
was set at rest by the recumbent posture, for the first im- 
provements were initiated by the change of position. 

In conclusion, Dr. Bauer called attention to a similar 
specimen exhibited to . the Society on a prior occasion ; in 
this, the caries of the spine had originated in/lisintegration 
and softening of the fibro-cartilages, constituting, therefore, 
a very different causation. In his opinion, it was a grave 
error to attribute to one cause (tuberculosis) all posterior 
deformities, as Delpech and his followers had done, to the 
detriment of their patients. 



SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 1864. 

REFORM IN HOSPITAL APPOINTMENTS. 

There can be no doubt that a new era in Medical Educa- 
tion has begun in this country. The marked success of 
schools connected with hospitals proves too unmistakably 
that theoretical instruction is about to be supplanted by 
the demonstrative. It is vain to oppose the progressive 
diange in the public mind. It is based on the self-evident 
truth that medicine, a science of experiment and observa- 
tion, can be cultivated successfully only at the bed-side--a 
trutii which all the logic of casuistry can never unsettle. 
That truth underlies every branch of scientific industry, but 
finds in practical medicine its highest development and 
brightest illustration. Science and art, theory and practice, 
are one and indivisible. Science teaches the mind, and art 
instructs the hand ; the former gives the sound, discriminat- 
ing judgment, and the latter the cunning skill in execution. 
Botii are alike essential to success, and both are to be ac- 
quired together. We advise the student of anatomy to dis- 
sect with his chart before him ; and why should we not 
advise the student of practice to study his book at the bed- 
side ? The simple truth is, we have far too long taught 
medicine by an artificial plan. The profession has not been 
governed by the same good sense that men exercise in the 
ordinary duties of life. But we do not design to discuss 
the merits of the different systems of medical teaching . 



our purpose was to call attention to the organisation of 
hoepitals, when regarded as the great centres of medical 
education. 

Civil hospitals have hitherto been only the receptacles of 
the sick. In their organization the comfort of the inmates 
has been the especial care of their guardians, and but se- 
condary attention has been given to the character of the 
medical attendance; Hospitals have been regarded by the 
profession as practical schools, where the physicians and 
surgeons might attain by experience and observation to 
great excellence. The great majority of the distinguished 
men of the profession have held positions in hospitals, and 
in these large fields for study and accurate investigation 
have acquired that skill which has given them success in 
practice. Nearly all of the familiar names which adorn 
the pages of medical ^history represent so many different 
hospitals. 

But a higher and nobler service is about to be rendered 
by civil hospitals. They are not only to be the resort of 
the sick, and schools for the training of a few physicians 
and surgeons, but they are to become the great fountains 
of medical knowledge. Within the hospital ward the stu- 
dent of medicine will hereafter begin and complete his 
education. The school and hospital will no longer be sepa- 
rate institutions, but thay must be the same in location, 
the same in name, and the same in organization. 

In this view it becomes a matter of no small importance, 
that the medical staff of civil hospitals be selected with 
great care. Hitherto the governing Boards have exercised 
but Httie discretion in the choice of candidates for vacan- 
cies. In general, that person has been chosen who has 
brought the largest pressure of a political, social, or pecuniary 
kind to bear upon the i^pointing power. Merit is almost 
universally elbowed [out of the way by arrogant conceit ; 
and places of power and influence are filled by those whom 
the genius of medicine would discard. For this reason, 
our hospitals have been, for the most part, poorly provided 
with medical attendance. The physicians selected are rarely 
the growing and advancing members of the profession. 
They are too often those third-rate men, who, in practical 
life, necessarily take an inferior rank. They are not fami- 
liar with the late discoveries in medicine, nor do they re- 
flect its present condition ; errors in diagnosis and treat- 
ment are the daily clinical lessons which they teach. The 
surgeons are equally unqualified for their responsible posi- 
tions. They are not only frequentiy men of no science, 
but they are as frequently deficient in ordinary skill. We 
must go to our hospitals to witness poor surgery. Here 
may be seen the most palpable errors in practice, openly 
and shamelessly committed. We shrink from the mention 
of the terrible lessons which incompetent surgeons impress 
upon those who attend much upon hospital practice. If 
the study of mal-practice h useful to the student^ then do 
those half-educated physicians and surgeons, who may be 
found in every hospital, serve a beneficial purpose ; their 
lessons are certainly most impressive, if not instructive. 

The evil of which we complain can and must be reme- 
died. First : no more incompetent persons should be 
appointed to vacancies ; they should be excluded by the 
system of concours. In no other way can this defect 
in our hospital organizations be completely remedied. So 
long as a Board of laymen may choose a physician or sur- 
geon from among candidates, no reliance can be placed 
upon their choice. They may by mistake select a pro- 



IfedlMlTliiMib 



OBITUARY. 



MardilttlMl 129 



per person, but the present staff of most civil hospitals 
proves that the contrary wonld be the result If, however, 
the claims of rival candidates were rigidly scrutinized, 
and if he were compelled to prove by severe tests his fit- 
ness for these public responsible positions, the evil would 
at once be corrected. 

But there would still be in all civil hosjtttals a class of 
medical attendants who become incompetent through age. 
For it is not true that medical men, more than others, as 
they cross the threshold that separates the active and use- 
ful period of life from senility, yield to the requirements of 
age.' Too often, instead of recognising the fact that they 
are no longer competent to fulfil the duties of their posi- 
tion, they become more than ever confident of their abi- 
lity, and scorn the suggestion of imbecility as a pre- 
meditated insult But whatever may have been their 
early fame, they are truly no longer qualified for the duties 
which they now undertake to perform. Their theories 
and their practice are of the past If our civil hospitals are 
to take high positions as schools of learning, a rule must 
be adopted in each, requiring members of the staff to 
resign at some given age. In France that age is fixed at 
sixty. Whether that is the period at which medical men 
cease to learn or not, we are not prepared to decide, but 
we may affirm that it is the period at which they generally 
cease to be useful as teachers. Their teaching is ^hence- 
forth only the stale repetition of former well conned les- 
sons, without the variation often of a single new idea. 
From hospitals and schools this class of incompetents 
flfaould therefore be rigidly excluded, by a statute of hmita- 
tion. The changes in hospital organization which* we have 
noted are demanded by the progress of the age in the prac- 
tical study of every profession. The theory of instruction 
is to bring the student face to face with fact But to fulfil 
this mission, hospitals must be served by competent teach- 
ers. False teachers, like fiilse prophets, only lead astray, 
and should be displaced from their responsible trusts. 



SANtTABT OOMiaSBIOlfS th surofe. 

The recent movement of a large European army has divulged 
the fact that, with all the preparation to which standing 
military organizations are subjected, there is need of supple- 
mentary aid fit>m the people to supply the soldier with all 
tiie necessaries of his condition. When the standing army of 
Prussia recently took the field against Denmark, so great was 
the need of suitable clothing and supplies, that the Royal 
Commissioner did not hesitate to call upon the people for aid. 
He says : " Our columns are now moving towards Lubeck, 
to be ready to enter Holstein. In consequence of exces- 
sive cold weather, the men suffer terribly for want of warm 
clothing. Many of the soldiers have no woollen socks, and 
only a little straw or a few rags with which to fill their 
shoes, and are in great danger of having their toes frost- 
bitten. Very few of them have shirts of any kind, or nearly 
enough under-clothing to protect them fit)m the cold. I 
propose coUecting articles of this kmd, and money to pur- 
chase, and have made others as fast as possible, to be for- 
warded to the army. I therefore i^peal to all who are 
friends of our soldiers.'* An association at Halle inquired of 
the Minister of War if their aid was required, to which he 
replied : ** It is true that it is the duty of this department 
to give our troops clothing suited for winter ; but it is equally 
true that, owing to the suddenness with which we have been 



obliged to move our army, it will be difficult to give the 
men a full supply of proper clothing, unless we receive the 
patriotic help of all good citizens. For these reasons, I 
shall be very grateful to your association for a full and 
prompt supply of woollen socks, gloves, under-shirts and 
drawers, and for articles for hospital use ; and those who 
have money to give, can direct it in no way better than 
through your society." There is a dass of persons who 
persistently allege that there is no need of the efforts 
which we are making to supply our soldiers with suitable 
clothing, etc., and who denounce the Sanitary Commission's 
labors as superfluous. Put we are learning the fact that 
modem waifare has few precedents, and they are useless. 
Gk)Yemments can do, after all, but a limited service in the 
care of its soldiers. The speed with which armies move, 
the vast numbers wounded at every engagement, the ter- 
rible destruction of material, etc., has no parallel in the past^ 
and no single organization can fuUy meet the demand 
made upon it The Sanitary Commission of this country, 
being the bureau of the people^s supplies to the army, is evi- 
dently about to be imitated abroad. In this, as in many 
other respects, we are to estabhshnew and most important 
precedents. 

INCREASE or MEDICAL STUDENTS. 

The close of the session of the Medical Colleges reveals the 
fact that there has been a large increase of students in 
attendance upon all the Medical Colleges of the country. 
The schools of New York and Philadelphia have again 
reached nearly the maximum of their former attendance ; 
and all the schools of the East and West report larger 
classes than formerly. There is also, we think, a higher 
grade of young men coming forward to engage in the study 
of medicine. They represent the higher classes of society, 
and bring to the profession not only better intellects, but 
much more thorough preliminary education. The great 
inducement which the Army and Navy hold out to quali- 
fied medical men is the cause of this stimulus and attraction 
to the medical profession. With this increase of medical 
students the obligations of the schools to give sound and 
thorough instruction are greatly enhanced. There is now no 
obstacle to the elevation of the character of the medical 
profession on the part of those who seek to. enter it The 
whole responsibility rests with the educational bodies. 



DR. CAMMANN. 

{Oontinued/rom page 106.) 

DoRiNO all this time Dr. Cammann had been laboriously 
employed in clinical stud v and in teaching at the class of 
chest-diseases of the Northern Dispensary. He carefully 
noted each morbid sign, and during his leisure moments 
reasoned upon its significance and value in diagnosis. His 
own disease, preventing him from sleeping in the latter 
part of the night, directed his attention powerfully to all 
the si^s of cardiac affections. The silent hours were 
Gpent m profitable meditation on the derangements, organic 
and functional, of that monitor within nis own breastj 
which constantly warned him that his days and nights of 
labor might at any moment be brought to a sudden close. 

The public, but more especially his intimate professional 
firiends, appreciated the value of his opinions, and he was 
firequently called in consultation in difficult and obscure 
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cases. Dr. F. U. Johnston is said to have remarked of 
him : " There is one man whose retiring modesty prevents 
him from being known as well as he should be in this 
comipanity, but who is really head and shoulders above us 
all in his specialty, and is, besides, one of our best practi- 
tioners." Dt. Johnston's well known standing in the pro- 
fession, with his reputation for discriminating judgment 
and dear common sense, gives weight to this opinion ; and 
I venture to say that a majority of those who knew Dr. 
Cammann will entirely coincide with Dr. Johnston's appre- 
ciation of him. 

It was at the Northern Dispensary that the double ste- 
thoscope bearing his name was perfected. In 1862, Dr. H. 
•W. Brown having shown one of Marsh's patent double 
stethoscopes to Dr. Cammann, the latter observed that the 
principle was not new, for be had one in his possession 
sent to him from Europe, which had one sound-collecting 
cup and two ear-cups, and was intended for two persons 
to near the same sound at the same time ;* that he believed 
a really valuable instrument could be formed involving the 
binaund principle ; and as Marsh had patented his imperfect 
one, thereby debarring many from its use, it would be a 
public benefit to perfect an instrument and give it freely to 
the profession. With the assistance of Drs. H. W. Brown 
and C. P. Tucker, afler some time and at considerable 
expense, he succeeded in perfecting an instrument, which, 
by common consent, is considered the best yet devised for 
the purpose intended. Notwithstanding Dr. Cammann 
never placed his name upon the instrument (that was done 
by the maker), nor called it Cammann's Stethoscope, he 
has received more mention abroad in connexion with the 
double self-adjusting stethoscope than from his real disco- 
veries. He, in fact, considerea the subject of comparative- 
ly slight importance, having pursued it chiefly as a pas- 
time. The mstrument is nevertheless a good one, and 
deserves some notice. It is intended to convey to tlie 
mind through both ears the same sound-impression, direct- 
ing the whole attention to the one sensation, and producing 
the same effect on the mind by sound that the stereoscope 
does by light The result is a clearer and more distinct 
idea of the subject than is gained by a single impression. 
In cases of difficult diagnosis the instrument is invaluable ; 
but as it would injure the eye to be always looking through 
the stereoscope, so also the ear loses its delicacy by the 
too frequent use of the double stethoscope. Dr. Cammann 
soon became aware of the effect of its constant use, and 
laid it aside for occasional coises onlv. 

In 1852, Dr. Cammann removed from Lai^ht to Four- 
teenth street. For several years he had been m the habit 
of spending his summers at his country-seat at Fordham, 
and of commg to town every morning to attend his profes- 
sional duties, the Demilt Dispensary was just organized, 
and he received the appointment to the class of chest-dis- 
eases. This gave him dispensary duty six days of the 
week ; and the labor proving too severe a tax upon his 
strength, he grew ilL With great reluctance he gave up 
his cuiss at the Northern Dispensary, with which he had 
been connected for twenty-eipht years, and was immedi- 
ately elected consulting physician. 

In 1859, he gave up his residence in the city and re- 
moved permanently to Fordham, still coming in every 
mominff to attend to his duties, and returning in the even- 
ing. His mother was still living in Brooklyn, and his filial 
devotion would not permit him to be far from ner. On this 
account he had for many years confined himself to the vici- 
nity of New York, and it was his habit to make her regu- 
lar and firequent visits. At length, on the 15th of April, 
1862, death released her from the infirmities of age. This 

* Thf 1 1 Mippoae to be the polyvtethosoope ot M. Landentr of Parla, eon- 
■tracted in i860. Dr. Lewed exhibited in the World's Fair of 1851 a 
bInanraJ ttethosoope, and Dr. Williams was in the habit of osing one in his 
dass many jears before ; but they were not seir-adjastlnsr, and required 
three hands to nse them. This adjustment with the earluiobs, and the 
arms of the metal tubes, a beautUul piece of mechanism which renders 
the blnanral principle applicable and practical, is the work of Dr. Cam- 



event had a sensible effect upon him ; it removed one of 
the objects of his watchfiil attention, and loosened one of 
the ties that bound him to earth. Still, he relaxed none 
of his enei^^ in the performance of his duties, and was as 
prompt at his office and at the Dispensary as ever. Yet a 
sadness weighed upon him which was noticed by his &mily. 
Mrs. Cammann inquired the cause, and, at her earnest 
solicitation, he admitted that he was not well On the 
evening following this confession, upon returning from 
town, be handed her two papers, saying, " Here you have 
my whole heart" Extracts from these papers were read 
before the Academy of Medicine with the account of his 
last illness and post-mortem examination. They were 
evidently intended for private consolation, but they do so 
much honor to his heaa as well as his heart, that I have 
obtained permission to present them. 

The first paper is dated June, 1861, and is as follows : — 

** I have had for many years the conviction that my 
heart was damaged, from repeated oppression and palpita- 
tion under excitement This view of my condition has 
been confirmed from the gradual increase of these symp- 
toms; and now the frequent pain and constriction at the 
heart almost equal in severity angiva pectoris. As addi- 
tional and positive evidence, I have for one and a half 
years distinctly heard, when in a recumbent position, an 
intense, prolonged diastolic murmur of high pitch, and for 
the last six months a slight systolic ; since a few months 
the diastolic has so increased in loudness, that I even hear 
it when standing, being of a buzzing character, and both 
annoying and ominous. 

'* There exists, then, a regurgitation through the aortic 
valves, from ossific deposits. As the murmur is very pro- 
longed, the deficiency is, as yet, slight By careful regula- 
tion as to exercise, excitement, and sleep, I have thus far 
prevented functional deran^ment My onlv refreshing 
repose is in the evening, reclming in the arm-cnair, as I am 
wakeful and oppressed when on the bed. 

" Having disciplined my mind to expect sudden death, I 
look forward to the event without anxiety, as being pre- 
ferable to prolonged existence with all the suffering of 
exhausting disease. The continued feehng of discomfort 
will explain my occasional irritabihtv and quiet sadness. 
It is far better to be a silent sufferer than to mar tiie hap- 

Einess of one's family by exciting their sympathy. I shall 
ibor diUgently to soothe the anguish of the unfortunate, 
as long as fortitude and determination of purpose defy tlie 
inroads of disease. ' He saved others ; mmself he cannot 
save.' In the spirit-world wo will be taught why the 
mass of mankind restrict their aspirations to the satisfying 
of their appetites and passions, — the mystery of low ambi- 
tion. We possess an inner life, reserved for the few kin- 
dred spirits who can understand and appreciate us, when 
the immortal mind communes with its congenial feUow, — 
the only true and satisfactory enjoyment in life. 

" There also exists an outer l&e, devoted to the welfare 
of humanity. This will develop noble faculties, but is not 
in unison with our spiritual b^ing. We are created for 
better purposes than to grovel here below. It requires 
firm resolution to perform our daily duties. Afler the 
excitement of the day has passed, we retire to our home, 
sick at heart, weary in spirit^ and incapacitated to fulfil 
our domestic obligations. Our mission on earth accom- 
plished, we fall asleep and rest from our labors, with the 
inward joy of being at peace with ourselves, with the 
consciousness of rectitude of intention. I would not on 
any consideration endure the mental torture of having led 
an aimless life, — no, not even if annihilation were our cer- 
tain doom. Life — Death — Life again. Whither do we go ? 
To Eternity 1" 

The second paper bears no date, but probably was writ- 
ten subsequently to the first 

" Should I die suddenly (as is probable), organic disease 
of the valves of the heart will be the cause. There is 
regurgitation through the aortic valve. I anticipate the 
result without apprehension, and have long disdphned my 
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miDd to view the event calmly I adore the Being 

who conceived this mysterious Universe. I submit with 
awe to His wondrous power, assured that all must prove 
right) though I understand it not 

** Other refuge have I none. 

Beets my helpless soul on Thee ; 
Overahadow'd by Tliy wing, 
Let me to Thy bosom flee. 

" I have been daily thankful for the blessings I have 
enjoyed. They have far exceeded my deserts. My wants 
have been few, my tastes simple. I am satisfied that my 
fellow-man has received benefit from my professional ser- 
vices, which have been freely rendered to those whom 
misfortune has prostrated, and to whom poverty has added 
poignancy to disease. Most of my excitement has axisen 
from the miseries of life, for which I am thankful, as it 

has weaned me from the world, and shown me its nothing- 
_ _-_ i» 

What a picture does this give us of this self-sacrificing, 
noble-hearted man I It is sublime in its unselfish heroism, 
and affords the key to his life. From the time when, on 
that Alpine precipice, he received the injury that damaged 
his heart, he trod the narrow path of Hfe beside the preci- 
pice of eternity. He never went to his morning labor 
without feeling that it might be his last He never lay 
down upon his bed without feeling that he might not rise 
from it again. Sudden death was ever present to his 
mind, and his tlaily walk and conversation were in prepa- 
ration for that event Perhaps this is why he had no 
enemies ; for he never met a friend without thinkiug he 
might never see him again. He speaks of occasional irri- 
tability, but no one but himself ever observed it 

Mrs. Gammann could not believe that his diagnosis was 
ecHTect ; she thought that long and too intense study had 
rendered him nervous on the subject of disease of the 
heart, and she so expressed herself. He apparently coin^- 
cided in her opinion, and resumed his usual manner. 

On the 30th of January, 1863, he found himself seriously 
in. He had recently been much eng;aged in professional 
duties, and the day before had passed several nours with 
damp feet He felt chilly, and, upon reaching home in the 
afternoon had a rigor, and went immediately to bed. As 
he seemed no better on the Sunday following, Mrs. Gam- 
mann called in Dr. Peugnet, who detected decided symp- 
toms of pneumonia, with more or less of fever and nausea. 
On auscultation, the respiratory murmur was found obscur- 
ed over the middle lobe of the rieht lung, accompanied 
with fine crepitant rdh, but was mcNiact over the upper 
and lower lobes ; dulness on percussion was slightly mark- 
ed over the middle lobe. There was a loud diastolic mur- 
mur, and a slight systolic one at the base of the heart 
>Vhen his attention was called to it, he observed that he 
had had it a number of years. 

On Thursday, February 6th, Drs. Peugnet and Leaming 
saw him together, imd found the heart laboring, and occa- 
flionally intermitting. There was a soft systolic murmur 
over the aortic valve, and a prolonged diastolic one of high 
pitch. The inflammatorv symptoms showed no abate- 
ment for several days; but on the 13th, the attending 
physicians reported a decided improvement in both rational 
and physical signs : the patient could lie on the right side, 
which he could-not do before, and the paroxysms of cough- 
ing, which had been violent^ had nearly disappeared. The 
fofiowing is extracted from a paper read before the Aca- 
demy of Medicine immediately alter his death : — 

"Saturday, February 14tlL 8i a.m. Dr. Leaming found 
him in his arm-chair; had spent a comfortable night, 
althongh he had not slept much ; his cough had ceased to 
annoy hira ; he ^oke of his rapid improvement, and said 
he would not trouble the Doctor to come up again, unless 
he grew worse. 

"9i A.M. Had eaten a hearty breakfast; and, after 
standing before the fire, he walked into his bedchamber, 



with Mrs. Gammann bv his side, speaking pleasantly of his 
ability to run and lie down on the bed. While Mrs Gam- 
mann was closing the blinds, he suddenly called to her to 
throw open the windows, for he could not breathe. Dr. 
Peu^et was called in haste, and found him pulseless, 
gaspmg, heai't contracting feebly, only a sh'ght impulse in 
the carotids. He died cmmly at 10 a.m." 

(7b b§ OonHnmtd.) 
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GiRCULAR No. 5. — Surgeons in charge of General Hos- 
pitals are hereby positively instructed mat when a soldier 
is discharged from service on account of waunda received in 
acUoTij tliat fact will be entered both on the Discharge and 
Final Statement of the soldier. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General 

OBDEBS, CHAIIOES, Ac 

Burgeon A. Wood, of the let MASsaehosetUi has been raliered tnm 
hie preaent dattee, and will report at onoe to his regiment for datjr 
therewith. 

Burgeon William Clendenln, U.B.y., has been relieved from datj as 
Acting Medical Inspector, and Is asswped to the pwltion of Assistant 
Medical Director, i)epartment of the Comberland, at Nashrllle, Tenn., 
relleylng Bargeun A. H. Thnrston, U.B.V., who has reliwed Burgeon 
John HcNulty. as Medical Director, 18th Army Corps. 

Burgeon J. McNulty is at Tullahoma.Tenn., slowlj oonvalesdng from 
his severe injunr (concussion of the brain, eansed bj a fall from his 
horse while on anty) ; Is able to sit np and walk around his room, and 
expects to be fltfor nospltal duty In six weeks. 

Burgeon Enoch Pearce, U.B. v., having reported at Louisville, Ky., 
has been ordered to report to Burgeon A. C Bwarswelder, for daty in 
charge of Branch 16, of General Hospital Mo. 8. 

Acting Assistant-Burgeon Bamuel M. Work, U.8.A., Is relieved from 
dnty in LouibvUle General Hospital l«'a 8, and his contract is terminal* 
ed at his own request. 

Burgeon B. B. Wilson, n.8.y., has been assigned to duty as Medical 
Director of the Defences of New Orleans, La. 

Burgeon Lewla' D. Harlow, U.S.y., Is relieved iW>m dntj In Division 
No. 8, General Hospital, and assigned as Burgeon In temporary charge 
of Officers' Division, General Hospital, Ghattanooga, daring the illness 
of Assistant-Surgeon C. C. Byrue, U.8.A. On the recovery, andlresomp- 
tlon of dnty by Assistant-Surgeon Byrne, Burgeon Harlow will report for 
orders to the Medical Director of the PosU 

Buigeon C. L. Allen, .U.B.Y., having reported for dntj at Headqnar- 
ter& Department of the Bouth, has been assigned to the charge of Gene- 
ral Hospital No. 8, Beaufort, 8. C. 

Burgeon B. W. Gruss, U.B.Y., bss been assinied to duty as CUefMe- 
dlcal Officer, Northern District, Department m the Bouth, Folly Ishmd, 
B. C. 

Burgeon J. D. Btrawbrldge, U.B.Y., has reported at Harrlsbnrg, Fa., 
as Examining Burgeon of Yolunteer Becmits. 

Dr. A. M. Peables, of Auburn, Me., has been ^>polnted Assistant-Bur- 
geon oi the 80th Begiment U.B. Colored Troops. 

The General Hospital, Benton Barracks, Bt. Louis, Mo., has been dis- 
continued, and will be used as a Post Hospital, 

The resignation of Assistant-Surgeon J. W. S. Gonley, U.BJL, has been 
accepted by the President. 

Assistant-Burgeon J. W. Applegate, U.B.Y., has been assigned to do^ 
in the Office of the Chief Medical Officer, Morris Island, B. 0. 

Leave of absence, for twenty days, bas been granted to Surgeon F. G. 
Bnelling, U.S.Y., and to Assistant-Burgeon U. a Boberts, U.8. V. 

Asslstant-Snrffeon Charles J. Klpp, U.8.Y., hss been relieved from 
duty at Nashville, Tenn., and assigned to the Milltaiy Prison Hospital, 
Camp Mortou, Ind. 

Bnxgeon B. J. W. MIntxer; U.8.Y., has been relieved from duty at Gene- 
ral Hospital, McMinnville, Tenn., and assigned to the 2d Division, lith 
Army Corps, Army of the Onmberiand. 

Dr. Adolphus Green, of Missouri, to be Assistant-Surgeon 88d U. 8. 
Colored Troops, March 4. 1864 

N. J. Gibbs, L. C. Kincald. of the U.8.A., John B. Hoffinan, B. P. 
Moore, B. Hoisht, of the 0.8. Y., E. M. Battles, C. Kern, B. J. Mnl- 
hern, of 'Washington. D. C, K C Brigham, of Masaachnsetts, J. O. 
Enowles, of Khode IsUuid, £. Nath, of Yermont, F. Weller, W. F. 
Johnson, Hollls Btedman, Theodore Trlvett, of New York, H. P. Cala- 
han, Theodore G. Paul, Edwin French, of Pennsylvania, Wm. J. Me- 
Clintock, of Missouri, J. L. W. Huntington, of Yirglnia. J. L. Yatea, of 
Maryknd, H. C. Pierson, of New Jersey, and Lewis B. Pilcber, of Michi- 
gan, have been appointed Hospital Stewards in the U.S.A. 

Appointments confirmed.— The Senate haa confirmed the i4)polntment 
of Medical Inspector Joseph K. Barnes, U.B.A., to be Medical Inq^tor 
General, U.S. A., with the rank of Colonel. 

Appointments declined.— By Assistant-Burgeon A. A. Amea, 7th Min- 
nesou Yols., the appointment of Asslstant-8urge<ni to a ngiuMnt of 
Colored Troops. 

Discharged.— Hoenltal Steward William G. Bterena, U.S. A., honorably, 
at his own request. February M, 1864. 

Burgeon Aiexanaor Bhaw. S9th Iowa Yola.. on the report of his com- 
manding General, mustered out of service from date of muster in, he 
having rendered no service with bis regiment, August 6, 1868. 

Assbtant^unteon Christopher B. Blackali, 88d Wisconsin Yoki, boocr- 
ably discharged, on account of physioal disability, 'prorided ha shall sa- 
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U UGtpt ■ oonnnlulaB tn 
Hd^tsi' Swnrd 8. W. Kajsvldi, U.S.A.. ba b*Tln| bam appolnMd Id 



tha U.S. v.. Febnurr SB 



cnrtenl Hri«, fnirn Iba Wu- DapurtmeDt u dlamlH 
U. Tbijir. Uth Naw Uunpahir* Tol*„ tam tbi- m 



Bock, Sill ^'ew y<nk VoIl, U nvokad, ud ha la nilond Is 
TidM tha ncniic; tau not baen flJlrd. 

DlamJasad.— Hoapllol CtaiplalD Ji 
to anpeu- bcfora the UUIUrj Comi 
PreddanC, within tba prescriticd Mme, it, bydlteoUon or Iha Pretldenl, 

dlunlHed Ibe sorrioe of the Unlt«d Butea, tiir at -....-,.. > 

FebniuT S, 1B«. 

LcsTa of ibiaDaa.— Laava of abunu bu bean (nntad to tha foUawInf 
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hiTlDE lUled 
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tj dan oa Bnrttoct'* Cai^ 

to Titit WuhlngUii dt;, 

unpablra CiTalrj, by Spaalal 0»- 

. , , — lart, DaiurtmeDl of Iba flulf, ud 

DU Daan aitandad thirty diva. 

Aaalatut-Snrgeon E. F. Brltbans, U.S.T., for thlrtr-flTa dan, on Bur- 
«MW'*C>rtiaaUtifI»aaUlllT. 

BDicaoo Uwtaa UdfUlm. D.S.T., UedhMl DIrwitor, IHb Ardt Cdth, 
on Huigaon't OanlOcata oT UUahUitjr. 



SttMcal ittos. 



Commencement of Bbllevce Hospital Medical Collkob. 

— The tbird Annual Commencement of tlieBeBerile Hospital 
Medical College wm held March 3d, at the AcaJtmy of 
Mo^ The iDteresC which the public lake in tbia institu- 
tion was evinced by an unusually crowded house. Prayer 
WSB offered by the Rev. Dr. Beach. Tbo President of the 
Faculty, Prof. Isaac E. Tnjlor, conferred the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine upon the members of the graduaung 
dtisi. The Hippocratic oatb, containing the usual injunc- 
tions of professional ethics and etiquette, was QrsC adminis- 
tered, alter which the students who were to receive the 
grade passed upon the stage, applause greeting the repre- 
sentatives of tbe varioua States as (heir names were 
announced. Ninety-sevea received the degree, whose 
names are as follows : — 



Saai. 6iib*; iL ETarau l>wl>ht. N. T. ; Cfaariei F. butun, Oblo : Abnar 
Mirtin,Mo.: Bemamln F. Rirt, Ohln; Norton Wolo-.IC, N. Y. ; William 
K, Botwrta, 0. C. i Jin«aRc«ilpa.1r., N. T.; Bflnjnmln tappln.Jr,, Ohio; 
Oau. E. WilloD. Oblo^ G». Uimlila, Oblo: Juno H. >'nnklln. B. H.; 



N. Y.; 



; Tboa. R. p. 






"Tir 



rj, N. 

clH. Cbiirrh, 

n.H, HarrianJ; 



C«L; fcb»rl»> E. Naldon. N. y.L _ _ ._. 

Wla.; WmiamBMba, OW..; FrKikllB BoMh, N. J.; 

Y.J PaWrMottrtl, Canada; Gbo. H. FaMetVl.: J, Klnj? Hoblcwn, Cat; 
Tboa. K. Whltumore. Man. ; Gaa. C. La"ton, M. Y. : John T. Oila. kiai : 
.luhua W. Baeda, N. H. ; Oen. T. Perry. N. H. : Robort F. Batar. HI. ; 
ttlmoB D. DobolfciJow York ; OlWor O, Sherrann, Wn). J. Brandon. Tenn.; 
Itobart K. Porter. Lavia D. Kanenbln^ Ky.; Q. Aiignstiu Kreichman. 
Joaeph D. Uislt, Wealaj' C. Karia, Uvroa H. Wbatlar, lama) l-riur, »td. 
M. WjkoKN. Y.;JciaepbDonnHen, I). 8.; Jobn M. Mcrort. Alphonao D. 



]'■ 



lo D. BliTharri. Pa. ; .Toa«pb G. Kogan, Ii 






.iBtrB.KIy, Mlch.;Thaicher8. Hanchalt, iJaai. ; NKwlann 

B. Crawrord, 111.: WUlaM Q. Uif man, Ind. ; Liwrenca T. Ca^ulfol^ M. 
Y.: T. Joahoa EdmiU, Cal.i ffm. 6. glavaoaon, N. Y.; Kdoard K. 
Jank*, VC; Ganrga Hoirard Uariln. Naw York: Dinlal U. Bpncbn-ak, 
Pa.: Om. W. Emeiaon. Maa ; Lamncl I. ToIlpr.lT. Y.; J. BaTlay Dana, 
MA; Frank LlTi.miora,Ma8a.: Aaron Eljr.tmh.dm ; J^^ Kjlo, BarkaWll, 
Md. ; 3. Sprln Undarwoiid. III. ; Joaaph H. Pnlnirn, N. Y. ; Koaa B, 
BroTBrlLCaitn.; Dowa T. Tanhnan, If . Y.; Artatoai P. Sonl^ Cal.: £U 
P. MlUu, N. Y. : Janaa T. Yodde, D. a ; Cbwln K. Maalar. N. S. 

Two membetfl of the class, Eugene O. Rowe, N. Y., and 



timonlaf of respect, in a Tery impressive ceremony, in 
which Dr. Taylor made a most honorable and touching 
alhiuon to th^r worth and merit The addresses to llie 



graduates were delivered by Prof. Flint, who reminded the 
gentlemen Just presented with the evidence of their acqui- 
sitjons in the lecture room, of the several aims which ehoiild 
actuate them in the profession of which they had now 
become members. Tney should <ise the proper meus for 
securing favor; ihey should keep pace with the advance- 
ment of medical knowledge ; they should even aspire to 
contribute themselves to that advancement; and, above all. 
should remember that not taJeat so much as attention ana 
Ijmely adoption of proper methods and hM>its is the most 
essential condition of success. Wm. T. Lusk, of the 
Graduating Class, delivered an eloquent valedictory, in 
which be held up Jenner as tlte model phy»cian. Addresses 
were also delivered by the Hon. Simeon Draper, President 
of Commissioners of Public Charitiea and Correction, and of 
the Bonrd of Trustees; and Qeo. ¥. Tsllman, Esq., of the 
Soard of Trustees. The Rpv. Dr. Chopin, who was intro- 
duced, responded in a most eloquent and thrilling speech, 
praising the purposes and the method of the icatitution, 
whose object was to combine the development of medical 
science with the alleviation of human su&ering. He praised 
its adaptation U> (he requisitions of the age and of tbe 
country; that it was not trammelled by human tradition, but 
Studied nature at first hand; and paid a tribute of respect 
to the independence, liberality and cienevolent spirit of the 
medical profession, and closed by commending the BeUevue 
Hospital Medical College to the interest and support of tbe 
people. The benedicuon was offered by the Rev. Dr. 
Beach, when tbe audience dispersed. 

COMMEKOEMEHI OF TBI TJnIVERBITT MeDICAL COLUOS. 

TbeAnnunI Commencement of the Medical Department of 
Uie K'ew York University was held March 4th, in the 
t^apel of the University Building, in the presence of a largo 
assemblage. Tbe members of tbe Faculty, among whcffii 
were Dr. Valentine Matt and Dr. Faina, occupied the plat- 
furm. The venerable Chancellor Ferris preuded, tad 
opened tlM exercises with a selection from the Scnpture 
"and prayer, after whidi he conferred the degree of M.D. 
upon the following members of the graduating class : — 



Certificates of Honor were awarded to the following: — 

Jamat Uoora. IT. B. i Oharlaa U. Mcljuui*, III : floltllrb T. Dowiar, 
■«™alinii n'l^arr, Janmlah O'Lurr. N. Y. ; Wm. T. Balovar, IT. J. 
Unta; Faceull D. Wfliw^. Y.j^ Geo^ B. JbmiO' 



Wm. V. Balovar, N. J. ; £d. 
-. ; Geo, B. Ccmalk IT -" 
NMhaalal Uataoo, N. 

'arded ;— Prof. Mottfs 



M. G( _ , 

John T. Ooddard, CanB ; Oaorfa 

The following prices we . 
bronze medal, to Dr. Charles M. McLaurie ; ProE Metcalfe' 
1st priie, a pocket case of inatrumenis, to Dr. James Moore; 
2d prize, a case of instruments for post-mortem eiamina- 
tioDS, to Mr. Wm. H. B, Post. An excellent address was 
delivered by Dr. Charles A. Budd, and the eierdsea were 
closed with a benediction. 

Dk. Wu. B. Atkihsoh. of Philadelphia, has issued a 
volume of disciusions in the Medical Bocietiea of Phila- 
delphia. 

The honor of knighlliood has been conferred on Dr. Tm. 
R. Wilde, of Dublin, in recognition of the serricea rendered 
by him to statistical science, especially in connexion with 
the Irish census. Dr. Wilde b favorably known in this 
country as the author of a work on tbe diseaaea of the ear. 



AawMao UadlMl TInw. 

PmoHAi: t>i. OocLn hu nmnicd nacUw In N» York dtT. Da. 

C HoUiLUR, I73.T., !• on iTMt U N«w Tork. Di. Gtblir. Aulitut 
li*aiaai)lrMMr<4 tktARDTDf tb* PokmM, li on i tIbII lo NaT York. 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 



imcn 0. U. CoLnur, TI^ajL, In U» Amj of the 

SjTUiiM, Oiioadi«ii Co., IT. Y, on Saodiy moinliii, Ftbnurf 



nnoBOLOor asd xboboloot or tei wxxk ik thi oitt 
urn cooKTY or hbw rota. 

Abatnct of tha Onnliil Bapoii. 

Fnnn the SSth dav dT Feb. to ttie Mh dir of Mmh, 1SU. 

JluOi.— Uni,»iwiHn>iii,ia8:W>.lW:elrl>.10Ci:KUl,4S«L Adults, 

tm: cbUdnn, SUj nulH, SSi; teintlta,iOa; toloni, li. UmoU ondv 

two jmnolif*- 'W> 

' ■-- ....... 1 : — ErjilMlM, » : (IbnraJnnrta, 

mnRKjSLphlier"- ■' '- 






I ; ({wlaKr. I ; IntUitlla e«TDl>IODS, 84; croop, K: dLphUiertti, II ; Kulat 
IfcTar.lS: pn«pei>I bTer, S; hphiu and ^pbiild nran, 80 ; nnnunpUon, 
W; loiall-pox, t: maaBira,!; dropnls lnd,lli Inkntila man«mu,M; 



wkwplni-aouKh, 1 1 iDBiBunaUan of br ,__, __,__ . 

bvoahraa, S ; dUrTbai and dra^Dtarr, 8- Ml deatha oMtirt**! tnan uai^ 
dlaauaa, ud M IVoai tM«M OHiaaa. 8N wan nUlTa, and W Ibratfii : 
«r wlHHD 8ti cama mo Ii«lud; H difd In tU Cl^ CtuHtlH ; oTwlKin IS 
-wan Is B«kTqa BoMttl, and 1 dlad In tba Immlfiant Inatltntloo. 



Bauui.— lit, BD0V4tarm moat ef tb« d«T. U, Sd, and 4th. Uoatlr 
claar, wIDi fraah wind. Bth, For tJt. ; diT iumUt tknij-, nln at night. 
•Iti ud Tth, HoaUf iMaar, wlUi heah viod. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

NbwYobk AoASEHTorMtDiciRx. — The Segtihr liaeting 
wOi behddm Wednndm/, Uank 16<&. Db. Feaslee vnU 
nad a paper on A* Diavuta of Via Ovaria and their 7i-tat- 
VMNl (txapting Ovariotomy, which wiB be prttenltd at a 
mhtequaii meetttig), after which the ditautionon theDittoMt 
of the Reettim wiU he retwned, vit., Fi*tula, Venerecd Affeo- 
tioju of the Aiua and Seehm, and TVawnoMe Leiiont, hj 
Dbb. Bpksted, W. H. Vak Bureh, Ekob, Book, Post, 
HijTCRiNaoH, Markoi, J. R. Wck>d, Donaobi, Parker, and 
othtre. 

TK« Regular Monthly Jfeeting of the Section of Theory and 
Pruetiet and Medical Pathology of the New York Academy of 
Medicine v/a be h^ at the home cf the Chairman, Ds. H. D. 
Bdlklet, on Thurtday next, Vth init., at 8 o'tiock, rjt. 



The Three Best Tonics, 
IRON. PHOSPflORUS, CALISATA, 

lUllkll; and aletutlT combr ■ .—.-.— 

M tka rn, dMcEna to tba U 
Tka PnfMaloii ara reqaeat 



ibar-ooloTod ooidlal. tranaparant 
eantl^ oomblnatloii of 



CASWELL, MACK & CO.'S 
raWO-PHOePHORATED ELIXIR OF CALI8AYA BARK. 

CASWELL, HACK 4 CO., FubIIt Chamlali, 
, UndCT Fifth AT»nne HottL 



For Sale. — A perfect Copy of Lebert's 
PATHOLOOIOAL ANATOMY, cnmplale. Pirat two TOlUDei 
ha&daomair bonnd, will ba aoM at tha prlee n coat bcdiie th* war. 

jSi W. »d at, W. Y. 



American Medical Association. 



Tha nrtcrnth & 



_- food atandlu & 

Madleal SoclolT of Parii, hna tba nil- 

. ., the AHodUlon,'- aa foUowa:--KTarT 

Ido&I BoclaCj, DD« itlwOt for averr tba of Ita ragnlar raddant Ineai- 

b«n; ooa lor avtr; addlUonal ftacclon of mora than half thia nniBbar. 

T-^.. «. — !._ _» -Tflpy regular oonstltotad collfn or ehartad aohool of 

1 — ... -r^. — ji.., ...» ^„j. mnnloliial hoapltal, 

•" delegatfie; aadanjotiiar 



. ahd tnnt the A 

Tllen of unilini dalajiUra t 
Ido&I BoclaCj, — '*"' — ■" *~- 




_,.,^ , , . parUmlarif requHt that 

un dil«t(atea lie aarl; appointed, and their nanuaad thM of the appotot- 
Ing bodr,with their Touchen; alu the tlllaa of all papers aaaHa, or ra- 
Tlewi, with the tliDB roqnlnd lo rud thsm. be forwarded lo Iha Chair* 
man of the Commlltee aa aarlr oi pra<iUealiU. All the madlcal pariodl- 
oala an reqDfatod to give the above Immediate and repeated pabUdtJ, 
IbM ■ Urt* Utandanoe maj b« aB«iu«d. 

/aUES ANUKBeOH, U.D. i 



OH, ll.D. OkalnKiit, 

Ho. M Dniraialtr Flu*. 



The Examination for Junior Assist- 
aiU to Ballerae Hoaplttl will laka piaoa on Uareb Slit, 1884, at B p.iL, 
at the boot* nt th* tIi*'""*" AppUcatloa mual be aide to Dr. Jaais B. 
Wood, 8 Irrlng FbKO. ^pplleanu mnat aome nwommeiided bj aiBambar 
of tba Hadlol Bowrd of BaOerDe Ho^ltaLj 

DB. JAVEB B. WOOD, 



Dispensary Reports wanted. — Annual 
' Beport* of the New York SltpenMtJ, •■ Ibllo**:— 
Six aoplea of tha Blitr^aeouid. 
Twelve ooptH of the aiitf-thlrd ; and 
SSTen aoplei of the Slifr-Dninh Annnal Brport 
Twentr-DTa oahll will he paid fOi each oopj taai 



ij fonlibad, If In good eon- 



r~he Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 
Philadelphia, aoath rid* of Logui Bqoare, Base itnaC, batwawi 
■■-hteenth aadSineter— ■ 



Open fivdit 



B and raeeptka tf patlenti arerj Uandtr "^ 



'err Wadnaada; at 
Dr. T. 0. hloTton, 



D' 



ir. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 

aelf to Iha iBTaatlgatlon and ^ipl^culon of Eleclrlcltr aa a remedial 

tM tha laat thirteen rtua, ud being dalr quallBeil aa well br bli 

la bj hia great eiperieaoe id appty It In tba moat 

.._..ji Ibll &«t to the notice of the ptoftaalon. Pa 

.. n ftir Ihli mode of IreatmeDt, will olherwiae lemali 

a cbarga at tbeir ailendlDf pbj'alBlaoa. Uli boalMM li Irta 
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private Instruction in Auscultation 



ODthi of Mareh, April, and hl< 



tat AOHolutlun ud Pan 



^f^i! 



I^o the Medical Profession. — Dr; J. 
FASIOOT, lata CoramlnloieT In Lonacr. and Bonoru; Pro- 
It Msr of the UnlTataltT of Bcuwela, offera to nmanlt wiibGaDtlaman 
of the Prafeealon, and to giT* adTtea oB Uaatal Dlandara ud Madlao- 

lS!iTatpondanea sin ba addraued lo Iba care gf 

BuLLtna BiDTsna, MO Bnndwar, S. T. 



New York Academy of Medicine. — 
Tranaotlona. Vol. I. Sro. elotb, 0M. YoL II. (ratdf In a hw 
darrt ,»*,BOl Bnbwirlpttona reortved br tba '^wiMatloaa at UM pfr 
Tolume. BgBeUB.V^LI.,I8n-W,8<o.dath,tlM If lUt bf mall, « 
eenta extra mnat baremlttrdlbrpoatage on oKh Tolnma. 
Kaiumi Bivnrai, 440 Snatwijr, N. Y. 



March 18, 18M. 
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GEORGE TIEMANN A CO. | 

Ifanufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

iU. MENT8, Ac 

Ko. 68 CHATHAM STREET. NEW YORK. 

OTTO A RBYNDER8, 
Manofiictiirera and Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

The various BpHnts tar Morbus Coxarlua, Abdominal Sapporten, Shoalder- 
braeea, Stoeklngs for Yarloose Yeloa, Electric Macbtnea, ^ir-Tnunpeta, 
Fracture SpUnta, Omtohea, Syringes, Enemaa, Skeletona, Fine Cntleiy, etc. 

tA rtificial Legs and 
•*^ Anna. Selpbo's Patent The best sab- 
stitotes for lost limbs the worid of soleaoe 
has ever invented. (Established 84 years^) 
Can be had onlv of 
WM. 8ELPH0, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Bend for pamphlet 516 Broadway, N. T. 

N.B.— A Silver Medal Jnst awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Institute for the best Artificial Limba. 

DISEASES OF THE TflEOAT. 

DR. ELSBERG, 

LECTUREB Olf THE LARTNQOSCOPE AND DISEASES OF THE 
LARYNX AND THROAT IN THE UNIYERSIT7 OF 

NEW YORK, 

DeYOtes himself ^cially to the Treatment of Diseases of 

THE LARYNX 

and Neighboring Organs. 

OFFICE HOURS FROM 4 TO 6 P.M. 

153 West 15th Street. 

The "Elixir of Calisaya Bark"— 

Jl was introduced to the notice of the Facolcy in 1880, by J. MUhau^ the 
9oU Invmtor, None of those numeroas firms w«r4) in existence, who, rather 
Uutn give a new name to a new article, have foond it more convenient vrith- 
in a ^w years to appropriate the above extensively known title : it is there 
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LECTURES ON 

GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE CHEST. 
By FRANK H. HAMILTON, M.D., 

rmor, or mh.itait svrokbt avd rsACTUKn at belletub aotp. mbd. 

OOLLE6K, AK]> LOMO ISLAND COLLEGB HOSPITAL; SURGEON 
TO BKLLKVCB BOSPITAL ; LATB MEDICAL IK8PK0T0B, 

V.8.A. 

LECTURE III.— PART IL 
Penetrating Gunshot Wounds of the Chest; or those in 
which the Missile has entered the Cavity of the Thorax^ hiU 
has not escaped. 

It may be assumed, Gentlemen, that the surgeon will« 
never permit a case of this kind to pass without a careful 
examination, to ascertain, if possible, whether the ball may 
not be found. For this purpose, he will explore the wound 
cautiously with his finger or with a probe, bearing con- 
stantly in mind that if it has once fairly entered beneath 
the nbs the chance of success is very small ; and that he 
is, therefore, much more likely to do harm than good by a 

Krolonged exploration. If it is in the pleural cavity it 
as almost certainly fallen away from the point of entrance ; 
and if it has penetrated ihe lungs the change in the posi- 
tion of the wounded lobe will render it impossible to fol- 
low its track ; nevertheless a certain number of rare and 
fortunate examples of success will warrant an examination, 
it it is properly made. 

If the ball is not found at or near tlie wound, then an 
examination should be instituted to determine whether it 
is not under tlie skin at f ome opposite point of the body ; 
and for this purpose the finger should be passed carefully 
over u large portion of the opposite surface, upwards and 
downwards, and to the right and lefi, for it is impossible to 
say how much it may have been deflected from its course. 

If the ball remains fairly within the cavity of the chest, 
no doubt the prognosis must be very grave. Most of these 
patients sooner or later die, as a consequence of the irrita- 
tion occasioned by the presence of the foreign body. 
McLeod says, that of thirty-three •cases in which the ball 
lodged in the chesty or appeared to lodge, only two finally 
recovered. 

The records of military surgeons furnish other exam- 
ples of permanent recoveries afler such accidents, and among 
them I remember to have seen it stated somewhere that 
the post-mortem examination of the body of Prince Jerome, 
who died a few years ago, led to the discovery of a ball 
which had remained in hiiB chest afler a duel which he 
fought in his youth with Marshal Davoust McLeod 
mentions a case in which a ball became sacculated in the 
lower lobe of the lung, and although he died six months 
after the receipt of the injury, his death was not occasioned 
by the balL Percy speaks of three similar cases; Mr. 
Amot found the fragment of an iron hoop lodged in the 
lungs, whidi had been there fourteen years ; and Boyer 
found a ball which had been lodged twenty years. 

I will read to you a few cases which have come under 
Tuy own observation, accompanied with a brief notice of 
their results so far as I have been able to ascertain them. 
None of them have been traced through a very lon^ period 
of time, but you will see that they do not generuly give 
much promise of a final recovery : — 

WiUis R. Haley, 12th N. Y. Cav., wounded at South 
Mountain, Md., SepU 14, 1862. The ball entered the back, 
on the right side of the spine, near the tenth dorsal verte- 
bra. He expectorated blood very freely for about six hours, 
and had extensive emphysema over the back. I found him 
on the 26th day with an open, suppurating wound and 
considerable courii, but his breathing was unembarrassed. 

Erasmus Doyle, 166th N.T.Y., wounded June 14tb, 
1863, in the famous charge upon the batteries at Port Hud- 
ton, MLm., made by General Sherman. He was in the aet of 
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charging up the hill, with his body bent forwards, when 
the ball was received. It en tered just above the spine of the 
right scapula, penetrating the thorax. H« spat blood more 
or less tor eleven days, and air escaped freely from the 
wound. On the 6th of Dec., 1863, nearly six months afler 
the accident, the wound was still open, and small fi-agroents 
of bone were occasionally being thrown out He had a 
troublesome cough, and his breathing was hurried. 

Wm. H. Harris, 2d Wis. Vol, wounded at South Moun- 
tain, Sept. 14, 1862, by a ball, which entered the chest in 
front, one inch outside of the left nipple. It has never 
been found. He expectorated a small quantity of blood 
immediately, and this continued for three or four days. 
Air never escaped from the wound ; his respiration and the 
heart's action have never been disturbed ; he has had no 
cough, and on the 26th day, when he came under my 
notice, the external wound was entirely closed. 

This case is so extraordinary in its results that I enter- 
tain some doubt whfether the ball was not withdrawn by 
the clothing. It is possible, however, that it remains in 
the chest 

Ephraim Wood, private in Andrews's regt. of Sharp- 
shooters, was wounded on the 17th of Sept, 1862, at Antie- 
tam. The ball entered on the right side, between the 
second and third ribs, two and a half inches from the ster- 
He did not expectorate blood until the third day. 



num. 



and the bleeding never recurred. On tlie 23d day I found 
the wound open and discharging. Fo' had a cough ; his 
respiration was embarrassed, and he looked feeble. 

Edward M. Bliss, 15th Mass. Vol., wounded by a ball 
Sept 17, 1862. The ball entered the right side of the 
thorax near the upper part, and has never been found. 
He raised some blood immediately, but none since. On 
the 24th day the wound was still open ; he had some 
cough, but his general condition was very good. 

Hugh Gallagher, 6th Wis. VoL, wounded at South 
Mountain. A ball passed through tlie right shoulder and 
entered the thorax on the right side. I saw him on the 
26th day. He expectorated blood immediately after the 
receipt of the injury, and several times subsequently. When 
I saw him his expectoration was rusty, and his breathing 
somewhat embarrassed, but he was looking very well 
The wound had not closed. 

J. Hard, 7th Wis. Vol., wounded on the 14th Sept, 
1862, at South Mountain, by a ball, which penetrated the 
sternum, near the point where it unites with the right 
clavicle. The ball could not be found. He expectorated 
some blood, and on the 26th day the wound was still open. 
He had some cough, but hb breathing seemed unembar- 
rassed 

During the battle of Fair Oaks, on the 31st of May. 
1862, Colonel Bailey's battery of six guns was posted 
on a slight elevation in the rear of the 96th, 98th, and 
100th N. Y. Vols. The enemy was in the woods, a few 
hundred yards in front, and Colonel Bailey was cono- 
pcUed to fire over the heads of our own men. My posi- 
tion, as Medical Director of Major-Oeneral Keyes's Corps, 
rendered it necessary that I should remain near the front 
until my ambulances came up ; and I was able to see from 
where I stood the line of battle perfectly, and to note the 
fortitude with which, for more than two hours. General 
Casey's "smijl division on the extreme front and left with- 
stood the terrible assault which was made upon it I men- 
tion this because it has been said they did not fight well. 




ment amount to more than 8500 effective men, and of these, 
the reports made to me three or four days afler, showed 
233 killed, and 943 wounded— a total of 1176— but in 
addition, 669 were reported missing, most of whom it wat 
afterwards ascertainea were either killed or wounded, some 
being made prisoners. It is certain, therefore, that one- 
half of the whole number were either killed or wounded 
1 and those of os who went ovtr th« fi«ld aa«r th« Mooiid 
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day's battle, when we recovered the ground we had lost on 
the first day, will remember that most of these brave men 
lay in front where the line of battle had been first formed. 

Tou will pardon this digression, gentlemen, but I could 
not omit to avail myself of the opportunity to do justice to 
these men. On some other more suitable occasion I intend 
to speak of this battle more fully. 

I have said that during the engagement Col. Bailey's 
battery was firing over the heads of our own men, and a 
part of Uie time the enemy was so near that the Colonel 
was compelled to use grape and canister. The grape was 
heavy enough to go over the troops fairly, but a good deal 
of the canister fell short. Very soon some men were 
brought to me^ who said we were killing our own men : 
and I was informed that at one point several were killed 
and wounded at one discharge. ** The canister fell about 
like hail," they said. Among those who were wounded in 
this way was Corporal Greorge H. Williams, of the 98th 
N. Y. vols. He was standing, he said^ close up to a rail 
fence, and had not yet seen a rebel, when a canister shot 
entered his back, nearly opposite the middle of the base of 
the left scapula, between it and the spine, and passed into 
the left lung. He fell immediately, and was carried to the 
rear. For half an hour the blood escaped from the wound 
and fi*om the trachea freely ; it then ceased spontaneously, 
and never recurred. The ball could not be found. The 
wound, which was very large, was dressed with lint and a 
roller. 

He was subsequently sent to the White House, Ya., 
and from thence to Annapolis. On the 3d of Sept, 1862, 
three months after the receipt of the injury, he returned to 
Yorktown, Ya., where I was then stationed with Major- 
Gen. Keyes^ to obtain his discharge. The ball still re- 
mained in his chest ; the wound was open and discharging 
healthy pus ; for some weeks past he had been annoyed 
with a violent and irregular action of the heart, which was 
much increased by exercise or mental excitement; he had 
some cough ; there was dulness over the left lower pecto- 
ral region, yet his general appearance was very good. I 
have not heard from this man since. 

In connexion with this subject, gentlemen, I think it 
proper to speak of those metallic corselets or breastplates, 
and complete cuirasses, which have been furnished occasion- 
ally to the army by ingenious and humane artisans, and of 
which, I am happy to say, but few have ever been worn by 
either officers or men — at least so far as my experience 
Ifoes. Some have been made of wire. I beheve, and are 
composed of links, resembling the liniced or chain armor 
worn by the knights and soldiers of olden times, before 
powder and guns were invented. These I have never seen 
m use. I show you, however, two, made of plates of iron, 
hin^fed and bolted, which were worn in battle by officers 
durmg the present war ; and, so far as I know, these are 
all that have ever been worn by persons of my acquaintance. 
One of them never felt a bullet until it was tried by me as 
ft target, and after the owner had thrown it aside. The 
other was worn by a captain, and he was killed in the first 
severe action in which he was engaged. Hie ball — a coni- 
cal ball — entered the breast-plate, near its upper and ante- 
rior margin, and perforating it^ passed through the chest, 
severing some of the larger vessels. He was found upon 
the field dead. In this instance, the ball having struck the 
armor at a right angle with the surface, and at a short 
range, no protection was afibrded. 

&i]g;eon David Prince, the able and inde&tigable Medi- 
cal Director of Couch's Division of the 4th Corps, Army 
of the Potomac, reported to me, after the battle of Fan* 
Oaks, that " in several instances bullets were arrested by 
breastplates." In one case a breastplate was penetrated 
by a mini^ rifle-ball, but its force was so nearly expended 
after perforating the metallic plate, that it merely entered 
beneath the skin; and then, passing along superficially over 
the muscular walls of the abdomen, it was found lying 
beneath the integument upon the oppnosite side. This was 
on the person of Ci^t ^ of the 1st JLong Island Yda. 



No doubt, these plates have firmness enough to turn aside 
missiles whose force is partially arrested, or which strike 
obliquely; but some of them protect nothing but the chest 
and a small portion of the abdomen, leaving many vital 
parts i/^oUy exposed ; and their little value, therefore, as a 
means of defence, is more than counterbalanced by their 
weight, which is not less then eight or ten pounds ; and so 
long as swiftness of movement is the prime element of suc- 
cessful tactics and strategy, such cumbrous and imperfect 
armor can have nothing to reconmiend it to soldiers — cer- 
tainly not to infantry. 

Further than this, I am of opinion that it demoralizes a 
soldier very much in the same way that too much fighting 
under the cover of breast-works is known to do. Troops 
accustomed for a long while to lie behind raised lines of 
defence do not stand or charge well upon an open field. 
^They exajzgerate the danger ; and an officer or soldier, one 
portion of whose body is securely protected, must be con- 
stantly reminded of those parts which are not at all covered. 
Ho will say to himself, '' My breast is safe, but alas ! my poor 
head, and my poor belly." He never can acquire in battle 
that enthusiasm and perfect chandon which characterize 
the true soldier, and mspire courage and confidence into 
all about him. In short, I think, it will make him a 
coward, if he was not one before. 

Trmtrntnt of perforating and penetrating gvnshot woundi 
of the cliest — We have already indicated certain steps of the 
treatment, namely — the removal, as far as practicable, .of all 
foreign substances from the wound ; the hgature of bleed- 
ing arteries, etc.; but other important considerationa 
remain. 

I may state in general terms that in most cases, the 
wounds should be left open to allow ot the free dischargee of 
blood and of matter, only being covered lightly with a piece 
of lint wet with cool water. The patient should be kept 
very quiet for a few days, and as much as possible required 
to lie in such a position that the discharges will flow easily 
fi'om the thoracic cavity through the wound; by which 
position, also, the opposing pulmonic and thoracic pleural 
surfaces will be approximated, and perhaps brought into 
contact near the track of the wound, and aahesion will thus 
be favored; a result which, if obtuned, will diminish 
greatly the chances of «n extension of the inflammation 
along the pleura, and probably prevent the occurrence of 
pneumo-thorax, nydro-thorax, or pyemia. 

With regard to posture, however, it must be understood 
that the patient will generally be obliged to consult chiefly 
his own immediate comfort in breathing. 

If the patient suflers much from pain, or if he has a 
troublesome coa^h/ opium or morphine may be given ; and 
when inflammation begins to arise, cathartics and bleeding, 
with a rigid diet, may become necessaiy. In relation to 
agents of this latter class, employed for the purpose of 
lowering the vital forces, I need scarcely say that tney are not 
always demanded ; a large proportion, probably much the 
largest proportion of wounded soldiers whom I have seen, 
were in a condition requiring at first stimulation j ana 
during all the subsequent progress of the case, requinn^ to 
be sustained by at least g(K>d, plain, nutritious food, l^n 
this point the surgeon must exercise a careful discretion. 

Military surgeons have of late been generally agreed that 
in most cases gunshot wounds of the (Siest ought not to be 
immediately closed. This is in accordance with the general 
statement of my own views which I have already made. 
Recently, however, Assistant-Surgeon Howard, of the 
U.S.A., has recommended an opposite practice. He pro- 
poses, having first removed as far as possible all foreign sub- 
stances, to hermetically seal the external wound at once. 
In order to accomphsh this more certainly, he pares away 
with a sharp knife the contused marina of the wound 
down to the bone or to the pleura, givmg to the external 
wound an elliptical form ; and then approximates the edges 
with silver sutures, which are introduced at very short 
intervals, and made to penetrate deeply : over the whole 
surface of the wound he now spreads collodion, in which 
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the fibres of loosened charpie are imbedded to prevent more 
, effectually the separation of the wound A compress and 
bandage may be added, if necessary. 

Dr. Howard claims for this method that it will assist in 
controlling the haemorrhage; that it will relieve the 
dyspnoea, and prevent or diminish suppuration. 

It is perhaps scarcely proper to attempt a criticism of 
these views at this moment, since the results have not yet 
been given fully to the profession. It will be proper, how- 
ever, to state that this practice, in a form more or less 
modified according to circumstances, has been recommended 
and adopted in penetrating or perforating wounds of the 
chest made by sharp instruments ; in all penetrating or per- 
forating wounds of the abdomen whether gunshot or incised ; 
and in all gunshot wounds of the chest accompanied witli 
severe and alarming hemorrhage from the pulmonic vessels. 
The novelty consists in the application of mis method to aU 
wounds of the chest; and it is precisely this exclusive view 
of the practice to which surgeons will hesitate to give their 
approval 

I will attempt to indicate to you what thoracic wounds 
seem to me to demand or permit immediate dosure of thefr 
external orifices. 

IKnt — ^All simple incised and punctured wounds; in 
which class of accidents ample experience has shown that 
we have not much to fear from suppuration, and that we 
may reasonably expect union by adhesion tluroughout the 
whole course of the wound. 

Second, — All wounds made by smooth round balls or shot^ 
which have not come \n contact with and broken any por- 
tion of the bony parietes, and into which no foreign sub- 
stance has been conveyed. 

Third, — ^When both pleural caviUes have been opened bjr 
the weapon or the projectile ; since the fVee admission of air 
into both sides of the chest would, in most cases, cause 
death immediately, and it is proper to anticipate and pro- 
vide against such an occurrence by every possible means. 

Fourth, — ^When the pulmonic hssmorrhage — the blood 
escaping freely from the external orifices — is very profuse 
and alarming. In closing the wound, under these circum- 
stances, the purpose would be to allow the blood to 
accumulate within, with the hope that eventually, and 
before fatal syncope was induced, tne pressure of the coagu- 
lated mass upon the wounded lungs would close the vesssels. 
In this case, however, the wound should not be dosed by 
sutures, but with compresses and adhesive straps, in order 
that^ if the pressure of the blood became so great as in itself 
to threaten death by suffocation, by removing the dressings 
it might be allowed again to escape. 
^ lypi, — ^When it is ascertained that the sense of suffoca- 
tion is due to the presence of air in the pleural cavity and 
not to blood ; if at this moment the external wound is open, 
it will be proper to close it, temporarily at least, and to 
keep it closed so long as the breathing is thereby relieved. 

Tne cases which remain after this enumeration, and in 
which we cannot from our present experience advise a 
dosure of the wound, are : — 

i'^r^.— -Gunshot wounds made by conical rifie-balls, and 
by all projectiles of a larger size (with the exceptions as to 
pneumo-thorax, pulmonary haemorrhage, and perforation of 
t>oth cavities already stated). 

Second. — Gunshot wounds made by any form or size of 
projectile, in which fhigments of bone or other foreign sub- 
stances have been sent into the cavity of the chest and 
cannot be removed. 

Third, — "Penetrating" gunshot wounds, or those in 
which the missile itself remains within the chest 

In not one of these latter cases would it seem proper to 
me to hermetically seal, or even close temporarily, the 
external orifices of the wounds. The very rare examples of 
recovery fit)m sudi injuries, without excessive suppuration, 
do not warrant a reasonable expectation of a result so 
desirable. 

A large majority of those who have died after the lapse 
of a fbwdays or weeks, from gnndiot wounds, are found to 



have considerable collections of pus within the pleural 
cavities, or in the structure of the lungs; and these collec- 
tions appear frequently to have been the immediate causes 
of death. If closing the external wound over the contused 
and ragged track of these larger missiles, often made more 
ragged by spiculse of bone, shall be found to diminish the 
frequency and fatality of these thoracic abscesses, the pro- 
fession and the world will be greatlv indebted to Dr. 
"Howard, This is what I understand him, among other 
things, to claim for his plan of treatment, and I shall wait 
for the result of his observations with the most profound 
interest. 



(Srijinal Comtnuniratwiis. 

ON GUNSHOT FRACTURES OF THE PELVIS, 

WITH ▲ 0A8E IK WHICH 

THB ILIUM WAS TKEPHINED, IN OBDEB TO SXTBAOT 

TU£ BAUL 

By JOHN A. LIDELL, M.D., 

■VBOSOX V.B. VOL., Uf OHABOB Or STASTOir HOfFRAl. 

The injuries of the pelvic bones inflicted by fire-arms are 
always dangerous ; the principal risk being that of puru- 
lent infection, from whidi it appears that gunshot woundfj 
involving any bone of the pelvis are more likely to prove 
fatal than similar wounds involving any other bone in the 
body. Excluding tiie cases wherein the injury of bone 
was confined to the crest of the ilium, or to the spinous 
processes of the sacrum, and ^eluding also those cases 
wherein the injury of bone was complicated with injury of 
the pelvic viscera, causing fatal hsemorrhage or fatal peri- 
tonitis, nearly every case of gunshot wound with fracture 
of a pelvic bone has, according to my experience, termi- 
nated in fatal pyaemia. On this point, Stromeyer, speaking 
from experience acquired in the Schleswig-Holstein cam- 
paign, says that " all those cases ended fatally where the bul- 
let, penetrating the pelvis posteriorly through the thick mus- 
cles of the bade, had either broken off large portions of the 
ilium, or had simply penetrated it The paUents, after suf- 
fering great pain, died with symptoms of pysemia, after 
the wound had become sloughy. On examination, besides 
evidences of pyaemia, the injured bones were found laid 
bare of periosteum to a great extent around, and bathed by 
largo quantities of bloody serous exudation. In one case 
I was able to extract the bullet from its position, in the 
middle of the ilium, by a tire-fond ; however, death was 
not prevented." — (Staiham's Stromeyer, p. 42. Am. edition.) 

This special liability to the occurrence of purulent infec- 
tion is probably due, in part to the tittuUion of the pelvic 
bones, being in the trunk ; for observation has shown that, 
in gunshot wounds of the extremities, the risk of fiital 
pyaemia increases in a pretty constant ratio as we approach 
the trunk. Thus, patients wounded in the leg are attacked 
with pyaemia more frequently than those wounded in the 
foot ; those wounded in the thigh more firequently than 
those having similar wounds of the leg ; and those wounded 
in the upper third, oflener than those wounded in the lower 
third of the same hmb. 

This increased liability to pyaemia appears also to be due, 
in partj to the spongy structure and great size of the pelvic 
bones. The loose, porous texture of these bones appears 
to facilitate the oifiusion of suppurative inflammation in 
them, and a large amount of osseous tissue may be in- 
volved before the area of suppuration is limited by their 
exterior boundaries. 

Case.— Corporal A. M j Co. C, 26th Wisconsin Vols. 

aged 33, and of robust constitution, was admitted to Stan- 
ton Hospital, June 15th, 1863 ; he had been wounded at 
the battle of Chancellorsvillej May 3d, 1863, by a mini6 
ball, which entered the left hip about three inches below 
the crest of the ilium. The ball could not be Ibood, and 
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the wound healed readily. He was furloughed June 29th, 
1803, and did not retain to hospital till ^ov. 27th, 1863. 
He statetl that soon after arrivin*? home the wound again 
opened, and bis continued to suppurate quite freely since, 
and tiiat during his absence several attempts were made to 
extract the ball, which did not succeed. On his re admis- 
sion to hospital, the wound was explored with Nclaton*s 
probe, and the bullet discovered, lodged deeply in the 
gluteal region, near to and a little above the hip-joint. 
There was was also synf>vitis of that joint. 

On the 6Jh of- December I dilated the wound, and ex- 
plored it with my finger, discovering by that means that 
the bullet had pasped through the ilium. The onening in 
the bone was not large enough to admit the fin^eV, but the 
extremity of it detected the bullet lying just inside. An 
effort at extraction waf» made with Tit-mann's bullet-forceps, 
and failed, because of the smallness of the aperture in the 
bone. The wound was next still further dilated by inci- 
sions, made both upwards and downwards, parallel to the 
long axis if the thigh, and to the extent of about four 
inches; a small-sized bone trephine was applied to the 
posterior edge of the hole in the ilium, and a button of 
bone lemoveJ. This enabled us to extract the bullet with 
a strong necrosis forceps. The capsule of the joint was felt 
distended with fluid. The patient, who was under ether 
throughout the operation, bore the operation well. Dressed 
the wound with dry lint. 

Dec. 7th. — Has some fever; bowels confined; ordered 
sal Rochelle, f i. 

Dec. 9th.— The wound is suppurating, and he is doing 
well ; directed the wound to be dressed with a weak solu- 
tion of permanganate of potassa, and milk punch to be 
administered. 

Dec. 10th. — Has pain iif the lower part of the abdomen ; 
ordered pit opii gr. i. every four hours. 

Dec. 12th. — ^Pain in abdomen has ceased ; has fe^er, and 
no appetite; prescribed quinise sulph. grs. ii., roorphiie 
Bulph. gr. j, acid, sulph. aromat gtts. x., tJiree times a day, 
and milk punchi continued. 

Dec. 15th. — Has fever and diarrhoea, with pain in abdo- 
men : prescribed pil. opii gr. i. every two hours, and milk 
punch continued. 

Dec. 16th. — Diarrhoea has been partially checked ; has 
fever, but his appetite is better, in the afternoon he had 
a chill ; prescribed quinise sulph. grs. x. three times a day. 

Dec. 17th. — Has had a ^ood deal of fever all night ; had 
to draw off his water this morning with a catheter ; has 
•ome diarrhoea; ordered quiniso sulph. grs. v., pulv. opii 
m, iL every six hours, and port wine, J "• every six 
hours. 

Dec. 19tb. — Had rigors and sweats, also gastric irritabi- 
lity and diarrhoea; ordered a sinapism to epigastrium, 
hydrarg. ch'or. conosiv. gr. j^, and potas-. iodid. grs. ii. 
every ionr fours, with wine. 

Dec 20th. — The diarrhoea has ceased ; appetite has im- 
proved ; the wound looks well, and is suppurating freely ; 
treatment continued. 

Dec. 23d.— Has diarrhoea again this morning. The 
right shonlder-joint is painful, and somewhat swollen ; 
directed the mixture to be administered morning and 
evening, and pil opii et camphorss aa grs. ii. every six 
hours ; diagnosis : pyarthrosis of right shoulder. 

Dec. 25th. — Fever; slight delirium; tongue dry and 
brown ; slight diarrhoea ; was also icterade. 
. Dec 26th. — Is very restless. The shoulder-joint is not 
80 much swollen ; wound looks dry and glazed ; pulse 120, 
and full ; no appetite. Ordered whiskey, -J oz. every two 
hours. 

DfC. 27th. — ^Fever; delirium and sweats continued; 
diarrhoea quite profuse tliis morning. Ordered ol. tere- 
binth, gtts. X. every four hours, and whiskey continued. 

Dec 28th. — The diarrhoea is checked ; fever and delirium 
continue. p.m. — His respiration became embarrassed. He 
complained of a choking sensation about the throat ; expec- 
todrated a quantity ot thick, viscid, and bloody sputa; 



tongue dry and brown ; diagnosis — pyiemic pneurtionia ; 
apply sinapism to tlioiax, and continue the other treat- 
ment. 

Dec 29th. — Is about the same, except that his respiia- 
tion is less emba'russed; sputi unchanged. Prescribed 
potass iodid. grs. ii., aquae camph. 3 ii. every four hours, and 
a liberal allowance of whiskey. 

Dec 30th. — The metacarpal joint of the middle finger of 
the lelt hand is red, swollen, and painful ; fever, sweats, 
and delirium continue. 

Dec. 31st, A.M. — Is sinking; passes his stools in bed. 
P.M. — Died of pyaemia. 

Avtopsy twelve hovra afUr death, — Body moderately 
emaciated ; rigor mortis moderate. On opening the tho- 
rax about eight ounces of straw-colored serum was found 
in each pleural cavity : old pleuritic adhe^ions exii^ted in 
the right cavity ; both lungs were highly congested, and 
contained numerous nodules of lobular pneumonia, in the 
stage of hepatization, but no abscesses. Abdomen : — The 
omentum contained a large quantity of fat; the spleen was 
about twice the normal size, and contained an abscess 
about the size of an almond; other abdominal organs 
healthy. The ball passed through the ilium, about one 
inch above and to tlie front of th« ischiatic notch. The hip- 
joint of that side contained pus (pyarthrosis). The right 
shoulder-joint and tlie metacarpal joint of the middle finger 
of the left hand likewise contained pus (pyarthrosis). There 
was also a small abscess under the left pectoralis major 
muscle (metastatic abscess). The right auricle and ven- 
tricle contained a "heart clot" Tue left ventricle was 
empty. 

Tlie bullet had barely perforated the iliumj pushing before 
it the fracture-splinters covered on the inner side of the pelvis 
by the lower part of the iliacus internus muscle. The iliac 
fascia was not ruptured. The splinters remained attached 
to the periosteum. The autopsy also showed that the bone 
removed by the trephine was newly formed, or in other 
words, belonged to a bridge-shaped periostoeis. 

F«bni«7 24th, 1864. 



INTERESTING CASES OF GUNSHOT WOUNDS. 
Bt S. W. GROSS, A.M., M.D., 

■usosoir, xr.B.T., onixr micdical oitiokb, hobthsui dvtbiot, 

DKPAKTMBKT OF IBB tUimi. 

Cask 1,^ Penetrating Ounshot Wound of the right lung, and 
sabre wound of the descending colon. — Private WiUiam 
Lowry, aged 19 years, 3d Regiment Kentucky Cavalry, on 
the 23d. of Dec, 1861. during the retreat of his regiment in 
an affair with Forrest s rebel cavalry, was shot in the chest 
from behind, and received a sabre thrust in the back. He 
fell from his horse, was made prisoner, and remounted; 
and, afler having proceeded three miles, he was left at a 
farm-house, being too faint to proceed further. A conical 
pistol-ball had entered between the spine and right scapula, 
and, traversing the lung, pointed between two of the ribs, 
an inch to the right of the nipple, and at the same level as 
that at which it had entered. From the direction of the 
sabre wound, and from the fact presently to be mentioned, 
it was evident tliat the descending colon had been opened. 
He passed blood by the mouth, but not in any abundance ; 
and for several days the sputa were tinged with the same 
fluid, and he had a slight cough. The escape of blood fix>m 
the orifice of the wound was shgrht. 

He fell into the hands of a phjsician, who gave him, a 
few hours after the receipt of his injuries, a dose of castor oil, 
and followed it up in twelve hours with sulphate of 
ma^esia. The copions watery discharges passed almost 
entirely through the wound in his back, showing conclu- 
si^ ely that the descending colon was involved. 

I first saw the young man on the 11th of January, 1862, 
at which time he looked pale and weak, but in other respects 
he appeared to be well. He could lie in any position, his lung 
performed its functions perfectly, and he had not been 
troubled with any evident inflammation of that organ. 
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The wound in the back had united. I lived in the same 
house with him until the 18th of February, when he was 
nearly ready to resume his duties. I had proposed remoY- 
in^ the ball, which was wedged between the ribs, the apex 
being very perceptible to the touch; but marching orders 
were suddenly received, and I have not seen the subject of 
the case since. 

GjkSB IL — A conical haU ena/tted in the right cavernous 
body of (he penis.— M the battle of Shiloh, April 7tb, 1862, 
a private, 16th Re^ U.S.I., received a wound in the penis; ' 
but, having been immediately removed from the field, and 
placed upon a transport, I did not see him until six weeks 
subsequently, when I examined him with a view to a dis- 
chai|re from the service. 

I found that the ordinary conical ball had become encysted 
in the right cavernous body of the penis, the point of the 
missile presenting towards, and being about one inch from 
the pubes. He stated that a good deal of inflammation had 
followed the injury, but that no efforts were made to extract 
the ball by his attendant at Evansville, Indiana. He was 
the father of four children, but had not had any erections 
since he was wounded. As the missile gave him no pain, I 
could not induce him to have it removed. 

Case HI. — Chinshot wound of the left elbow-joint 
Particd resection, — ^Morris Schneider, aged 23 years, pnvate, 
Co. I, 23d Re^ Ohio Vols., was struck at the battle of 
South Mountain, Sept 16, 1862, by a musket-ball, which 
passed through the lefl elbow-joint, at its posterior aspect^ 
producing a comminuted fracture of the olecranon process, 
but leaving the radius and humerus intact. He was 
admitted into the DeCamp General Hospital, David's 
Island, New York, on the 28th of September, when he 
was looking pale and weak ; the whole arm was in an ery- 
sipelatous condition ; and both orifices of the wound, which 
readily admitted the index-fin^r into the joint, were dis- 
charging* pus and ^rnovial fluid. He was suffering CTcat 
pain in the wrist, which had been stepped upon while he 
was on the transport 

I placed him upon the use of the tincture of the chloride 
of iron and quinine, and applied poultices and dilute tincture 
of iodine to the limb. Under this treatment, and proper 
attention to the diet and secretions, the local inflammation 
subsided; and, on the 8th of October, I made a single 
longitudinal incision, three inches in length, over the pos- 
terior surface of the joint, and removed the olecranon, 
which was a jfood deal shattered. The articulating sur- 
faces of the radius and humerus were perfectly healthy, and 
I lefl them untouched. No vessels required ligature, and 
the wound was approximated by silver sutures and adhesive 
strips. 

On the 11th of November the wound had nearly healed; 
but, as there was but little formation, he was again placed 
under the influence of chloroform, and the adhesions were 
broken up. He was discharj^ed from the service on the 
15th of December, at which time he had a very useful limb, 
all the functions of the joint being nearly perfect Through- 
out the treatment passive motion was activelv resorted to, 
and for this purpose a modification of Heath's splint was 
frequently used. 

At the expiration of the year 1862, six other cases of 
resection of the elbow-joint occurred in the same hospital 
All recovered, and, with one exception, with a more or less 
useful limb. One case was a partial resection, and in every 
respect similar to that above reported. In the remaining 
five cases the articulating surfaces of all the bones entering 
into the composition of ue joint were removed. The case 
referred to, m which the result was bad, was that of a 
detain of a Michigan regiment The joint was badly 
Hoattered, and an oblique portion of the shaft was also 
removed. Abscesses were of frequent occurrence, and the 
bone became carious. A secondary operation was performed 
eight months after the first, and some dead bone removed. 
The case, however, did no better ; and when he left the 
hospital, four months subsequent to the last operation, he 
bad no use of the joint, and the arm was much enlargea by 



fibrinous deposits. The operators in these cases were 
Acting Assistant-Surgeons Teats, Steele, and Cleveland, 
U. S. Army. 

The following three examples of gunshot injuries of the 
skuU came under my observation during my connexion 
with the DeCamp Cfeneral Hospital, and demonstrate the 
liability to exfoliation of the bone, the attendant degree of 
concussion of the brain, the gravity of the symptoms of 
cerebral disorder following the injuries; and, considering 
the primary and secondary danger of all such wounds, the 
favorable results obtained. 

Casi L — Gunshot injury of the skuU, with Unear fraeture 
and depression of the internal tahle^ and necrosis mhone, — 
C. C. Blake, aged 23 years, private, Co. G, 2d Reg, U.S. 
sharpshooters, was struck upon the vertex by a buckshot 
and ball at Antietam, Sept 17, 1862, the injury being fol- 
lowed by temporary symptoms of concussion of the bnun. 
At the expiration of an hour he was able to walk with 
some difficulty to a field hospital, a short distance in the 
'rear, but found that his lower extremities, espedally the 
left, felt very numb, as did also his arms, but only in a 
slighter degree. The scalp wound was about two inoies in 
length by one inch in breadth, but his skull was pronounc- 
ed to be uninjured, and cold' water was applied. Two days 
subsequently he walked to Frederick, a distance of twenty 
miles, where a portion of his hat and some hair were re- 
moved from the wound, and adhesive strips applied, the 
parts having previously been shaved. 

The mau was sent to Washington, when he was told 
that there was no fracture of the skull, and arrived at the 
DeCamp General Hospital, on the 28th of September. 
Act AsBt Surg. E. B. Root, U.S.A., under whose charge 
he came, at once detected a fissure of the rip^ht parietal 
bone near the sagittal suture, and at the expiration of a 
week, with a view to a more thorough exploration, cut 
down upon the parts, removed some small necrosed frag- 
ments of the external table, and found the fissure to be up- 
wards of two inches in length. Five days subsequently, 
portions of both tables were removed, exposing the dura 
mater to the extent of the size of a ten cent piece, and the 
internal table was elevated, being depressed about rour lines. 
For a month after the receipt of the iniury the patient suf- 
fered from severe neuralgic pains over his eyebrows, which 
extended through the right temple to the seat of the wounds 
These gradually became more severe, especially when he 
drank tea or coffee, but completely disappeared upon the 
elevation of the depressed bone. The same is true of the 
numbness of the lefl leg, which had existed up to the date 
of the operation^ tiiat of the right leg and upper extremi- 
ties having contmued only a few hours after the receipt of 
the injury. 

Blake was discharged from the service on tlie 3d of No- 
vember, at which time the wound had nearly closed, there 
being but a few granulations at its centre, which followed 
the motions of the brain. He felt as well as ever, there 
being no symptoms of cerebral disturbance. The wound 
had an irregular circular feel, and was situated at the pos- 
terior superior portion of the right parietal bone. The 
treatment consisted in the occasional administration of a 
purge, and in the cold-water dressing. 

CjkSE II. — Gunshot injury of the skuU^ with Unear frae" 
ture and necrosis of bone. — John Boylan, aged 26 years, 
private, Co. I, 1st Keg. Michigan Volunteers, was struck 
by a conical ball upon the right side of the vertex, on the 
27th of June, 1862, at the battle of Gaines* Hill, which 
rendered him unconscious for nearly thirty minutes. On 
regaining his senses he experienced great pain, and disco- 
vered that his left arm was completely paralysed and de- 
void of sensation. It remained in this condition for about 
one week. Being made a ppisoner, he was removed from 
the field to Richmond, and on the 30th inst the wound 
was dressed for the first time. The surgeon found that a 
portion of the scalp, larger in size than that of a half-ddlMr, 
bad been carried away by the missile, and that there was a 
linear fracture of the skuU For three weeks the wound 
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FIVE CASES OF INSPISSAl^D CERUMEN, 

WITH SOME BEMABKS ON THE METHODS OF EXAMINING THE 

EXTERNAL EAU. 

Br D. B. St. JOHN ROOSA, M.D., 

AitnTAjrr«UB»Boif to TKR KKW YOBK XTX UtnUlABT. 

Thi fuUowing cases are presented to the profession for the 
purpose of inducing physicians to exanune the external 
aaditoiy canal, in all those ca.<«es where perplexing head- 
^mptomSy such as vertigo and tinnitus aurium, cannot be 
distinctly referred to any other organ than the ear. They 
are some that hare occurred both in my private and clinical 
practice during the past six months. Tbey seem to me to 
add to the testimony in favor of some more convenient 
means of illuminating the mecUits axidilorim extemus than 
tbo e in common use in America. 

The general practitioner, who sees very few ear case?, and 
who consequently has little experience in their study, re- 
quires a method of examination which, while sufficient for 
ordinary diagnostic purposes, demands very little previous 
practice in order to its successful employment. 

The ordinary method of examining the external ear is by 
meatiB of direct sunlight, whose rays are directed upon the 
membrana ^mpani through Albilde's or Toynbee^s ear- 
apeculum. The objections , to the exclusive use of this 
msMUM will readily suggest themselves; the chief being 



was dressed with cold water, and having been released on 
parole, he arrived at the DeCamp General Hospital on the 
24th of July. 

The wound was discharging very offensive pus, and 
had cicatrized but little, and the bone was found to be 
dead. On the 28th inst. a portion of the whole thickness 
of the skull was removed, exposing the dura mater to the 
extent of an inch and a half. The ball, in passing over the 
bone, had scooped out a portion of its substance, leaving a 
narrow groove about eight lines in lengtli, and had also ' 

Eroduced a fissure five hues in extent. The necrosed bone 
ad an elongated, ovoidal shape, was one and a half inches 
in length by three-fourths of an inch in breadtii, and was re- 
moved firom near the superior posterior angle of the right 
parietal bone. 

The patient was discharged from the service on the 
2l8t of October. The wound had completely closed, leav- 
ing a depression of nearly three-fourths of an inch ; it was 
very tender, and pressure produced a sensation of lightness 
and dixsine^ in the head. No symptoms of brain compli- 
cation had arisen firom the time of the receipt of the injury, 
but he sufiered all along from intermittent headache. 

Cask 1 1 1. — Cfunshot injury and contusion of the skuHf fol- 
lowed by neerosis,^0, C Spencer, aged 18 veara, private, 
Co F, 11th Reg. Conn, volunteeiv, received a blow from 
a musket ball upon his forehead, by which he was rendered 
senseless, at the battle of Antietam, Sept. 17, 1862. When 
reaction took place he endeavored to walk, but staggered, 
felt very faint^ siok at the stomach, dizzy, and was partially 
blind. These symptoms continued for several davs. With 
the assistance of two comrades he retired to a Field Hos- 
pital, where cold water was applied, and he was soon sent 
to Frederick, and thence to Washington. 

He arrived at the DeCump General Hospital on the 28th 
of September, when the wound was discharging freely. 
Simple dressings were employed, but at the expiration of a 
week erysipelatous action set up, whii;h was readily dissi- 
pated by a purge and tlie local application of tincture of 
iodine. On the 26ih of October, two pieces of the outer 
table of the vertical plate of tlie frontal bone, as large &s a 
quarter of a dollar, near its superior border and to the leil 
of the median hue, were removed. At times he was so 
diszy that he ooulcLnot walk across the ward, and he suf- 
fered from severe neuralgic pains over his eyebrows, ex- 
tending over the letl temple to the vertex. On the 12th of 
November the wound had entirely healed, but he was occa- 
sionally troubled by a recurrence of the neuralgia. 

l^LLT ISLAMBi, S. C, F«h. 4, 1864. 



tlie impossibility of secjring sunlight on a large proportion 
of days, even in consultation rooms especially arranged to 
secure all the light possible. Another objection is that the 
unpractised examiner oden finds mrich difiiculty in obtain- 
ing a good view of the parts to be examined. 1 have had 
occasion tp notice this lately, and have seen how the student 
would fail by getting in his own fight, turning the patient*s 
head away from the full rays, when, by the means noticed 
below, he was immediately enabled to see all that was to 
be seen. 

There are a number of contrivances which, by means of a 
gas fiame, oil lamp, etc., illuminate the auditory canal, each 
having some advantage of its own, but none of them are 
portable. It is well to remember, in suggesting contrivances 
for illuminating the ear, that it is not a closed chamber, Uke 
the eye, but a single curved canal, into which light is to be 
thrown. 

We have at our disposal a very simple means of illuminat- 
ing the external ear, which can be used in all kinds of 
weather, in any consultation room, or at the bedside, by 
means of ordinary diffused daylight, or with an artificial light 
It requires a very limited amount of previous experience to 
enable the physician to make a sufficient and satisfactory 
examination oi' the external auditory canal and the mem- 
brana tympani. 

It, of course, does not supersede sunlight, wliich, when it 
is to be obtained, and with a practised aural surgeon, is per- 
haps the best of all means of illuminating ; at least that is 
the opinion of nearly all the authorities here and abroad. 

The method in question is employed by means of a cen- 
trally perforated concave glass-mirror, of 6-inch focus, with 
a handle; and being from 3 to 3i inches in diameter. 
With this mirror, and a Toynbee*s or Wilde's speculum, 
with a very limited amount of light, a careful and sufficient 
examination may be made. The patient sits or stands near 
a window, or light wall, or, if in tlie evening, near a light ; 
and, by means of this minor, the light is thrown into the 
canal, and on to the drum, the surgeon holding the mirror 
on the brow as in the use of the ophthalmoscope. 

Dr. Hoffmann, of Westphalia, in Germany, probably first 
suggested this method, although it has been brought into 
general use by Dr. Von Troltsch of Wurzburg, who knew 
nothing of Dr. Hoffmann's previous suggestion. 

If those of the profession who don't uke to examine the 
ear, who are incredulous as to its affections, will but use 
this method they will soon abandon tlie unscientific dia- 
gnosis " deafness," and rescue cases of obstruction of the 
meatus from the hands of the quacks, who call them osseous 
tumors — and reap a reward in consequence of the neglect 
of the legitimate members of the profession. 

Cattes, — I. D. came to my office, on account of a growing 
deafness, and noise in the ears. Had noticed this state of 
tilings for some months ; had consulted a physician, who, 
without examining the ear, told him to drop in some oil ; 
and, as no improvement followed, informed him that be 
must expect to continue deaf. Hearing distance, with 
watch whose normal distance is more than four feet — left 
ear, two inches ; right, one ; examination showed right canal 
in a state of sub-acute inflammation, extending to mem- 
brana tympani ; left, obstructed by wads of cotton. Leeches 
applied about meatus of right ear ; and in a few days hear- 
ing distance became normal The left^ in which bearing 
distance remained same, and noise did not diminish, was 
syringed for some 20 minutes with warm water j and- after 
the cotton and oil were removed, a phig of inspissated 
cerumen was found, which was removed, and the hearing- 
distance immediately went up to 4 feet, and patient ex- 
pressed himself as refieved. Has been seen several limes 
since, and continues well. 

Case II. — F. F. H. said that for a year or two he had been 
troubled more or less with roaring sounds in his ears, and 
within a short time had caught a cold, which had made him 
deaf. Hearing-distance — right ear, 1| inches; lef*, 24 inches. 
Examination showed plug of blackened cerumen, lyinff 
over membrana tympani of each side, more dense on left 
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side. ]6oth masses were removed with warm water. 
Hearing-distance — left, 8 inches; right, norroaL Consider- 
able congestion along handle of the malleus ; translucency 
of drum impaired on left side ; ordered leeches applied about 
meatus; and in a few days membrane returned to a normal 
condition, and also the hearing-distance; roaring sounds 
had entirely ceased. 

Cass III. — Miss P. four years ago ^pt near an open 
window, and awoke with disturbing sounds, referred to the 
ear, and not hearing distinctly. Had consulted three phy- 
sicians without obtaining relief. Hearing-distance, with 
. watch, 1^ inches on each side. Examination shows canals 
filled up, but seemingly not with cerumen ; a solution of 
potass oicarb. ordered to be dropped in ; and the next day 
the passages were cleaned by syringing, and plugs of inspis- 
sated cerumen remoyed. Hearing-distance immediately 
"went up to normal point. Patient seen a week afterwards; 
continued well. 

Cask IV. — ^A machinist has been growing deaf; for some 
months has consulted a quack, who says it comes from 
' " catarrA." Hearing-distance, each ear, 2 inches. Inspis- 
sated cerumen found and removed, as in preceding cases ; 
Doises disappeared ; hearing became normal. 

Case V. — ^A coachman came to clinic in eve-infirmary, 
troubled with vertigo and "nervous difficulty, consequent 
on exposure to sun during the extreme heat of last summer. 
Says he heard perfectly well. Hearing-distance, with 
watch as before, left about 2i ; right^ normal. Has been 
treated for two months in one of our city hospitals for head- 
trouble, with but little benefit. Inspissated cerumen found 
in left ear and removed. Hearing-distance became normal; 
and, a week after, said fits of vertigo and roaring noise had 
not returned. 

One might go on for a long time reciting similar cases 
which are familiar to every one accustomed to treat and 
* examine the ear. The above striking ones are sufficient to 
illustrate the points here made. 

IsL — Then ecessity of reJying on our own examination^ atid 
not on the hi$torie$ of patients, for an explanation ofsymp- 
tom§. 

2d. — The need of h simpler means of examining the ear 
than thai generaJly employed. 

In connexion with the^e cases, it is well to bear in mind 
that the ceruminous glands normally secrete, in various 
persons, according as the common integument is dry or 
well lubricated, varying amounts of cerumen, and it may 
be considerable in quantity ; but so long as it is of the normal 
yellowish color, of a soft consistency, and does not press 
upon the drum, it can cause no unpleasant symptoms. 

It is only the firm black mass, which communicates 
pressure from the membrana tympani to the oseicula audituSj 
and thence to the labyrinth, which causes the vertigo and 
impairs the hearing power. The somewhat common prac- 
tice of syringing the ear for every excessive amount of 
secretion can do no good, and possibly harm. An examin- 
ation of the canal will at once determine the condition of 
things, and before this has been had, nothing should be done. 

DxATB OF Dr. Mkad, of Putk am's Hill, Co5n. — ^There 
has dwelt for fifty years at Putnam's Hill, and thence was 
carried for burial, on the 1st of February, the venerable 
Darius Mead, M.D., widely known and much beloved in 
a lar^ circle. Indeed, within the sphere of his extensive 
practice^ it will readily be admitted that none wtai^ worthy 
to receive that honored title, '*The Beloved Physician.' 
He was bora in Greenwich, July 9, 1787 ; fitted under the 
tuition of his pastor, the revered Isaac Lewis, D.D., for 
Yale College, which he entered in 1803, and graduated in 
1807, at the age of 20. The class numbered such men as 
Tbaddeus Betts, Aristarchus Champion, William Dubose, 
Thomas S. Qrimke, William Jay, Alexander H. Stevens. 
Jacob Sutheriand, and Nathaniel W. Taylor. He studied 
medicine under Dr. Rush in Philadelphia, received his di- 
ploma in 1809, commenced practice in Greenwich in 1810, 
and there die<^ Jan. 29, 1804, in the 77th year of his age. 
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ISOLATION OP INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 
Bellxvue Hospital has demonstrated during the last year 
the absolute importance of isolating contagious and infec- 
tious diseases. Typhus has spread throughout its wards in 
spite of efforts to quarantine it, and has proved sadly 
destructive to patients, nurses, and physicians. We are not 
advised as to the actual number of inmates of the hospital 
who have contracted the fever from patients admitted with 
this disease, but it has not been inconsiderable. Of the 
number of medical attendants who have suffered attacks of 
typhus from contact with those sick of this fever, while in 
discharge of their daily duties, we have painful remembrance. 
In about one year ten of the resident staff contracted the 
disease, and of this number five, or fifly per cent., died. It 
is now about half a century since the question presented 
itself to hospital governors as to the proper dispel of in- 
fectious diseases. When persons suffering from such dis- 
eases were admitted into the wards of general hospitals it 
was noticed that "the disease was apt to spread to an 
alarming degree, so as to require a general dismission of the 
patients." This was the origin of fever-wards in general 
hospitals, and finally of fever hospitals. But the mortality 
in fever-hospitals was found to be very high, due, in a great 
measure, to their being overcrowded and badly ventilated ; 
and this caused a reaction in favor of mixing the patients 
in the wards of general hospitals. This plan is still practised 
in many large hospitals, but it is dangerous, and should no 
longer be tolerated. Modern science has established these 
two propositions — that fever cannot safely be introduced into 
general hospitals, and that fever hospitals may be so con- 
structed as to give a minimum rate of mortality. 

Dr. Murchison, the able physician to the London Fever 
Ho^ital, and author of an excellent work on fevers, has 
recently investigated this subject, and his facts and conclu- 
sions are so important that we feel authorized in quoting 
them at length.. It seems that the geperal hospitab of 
London still receive fever patients and scatter them through- 
out the wards, although dire results have followed this 
practice. They act upon the theory of certain sanitary 
reformers, who consider contagion a myth, and denounce 
fever wards and fever hospitals as a crime agsdnst humanity, 
and a disgrace to the age in which we live. The objections 
urged to isolation are, first, that the concentration of the 
poison increases the mortality among the patients them- 
selves ; and second, that the concentration of the pdson 
increases the danger to the attendants. Dr. M. puts these 
allegations to the test by comparing the results of the treat- 
ment of typhus in the London Fever Hospital with those in 
six of the principal general hospitals of the metropolis in 
the year 1862. He says : — 

*' During the first six months of 1862, 1,107 cases of true 
typhus were under treatment in the London Fever Hospital, 
of which number 232 died, or the mortality was 20*95 per 
cent In the same period, 343 cases of typhus were under 
treatment in six of the general Hospitals of London, of 
which number 80 died, or 23'32 per cent. It may be 
added that nothing contributes more to a fatal termination 
in typhus than advanoed age, and that the proportion of 
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a^ed typhus patients is much larger in the London Fever 
Hospital than in the other Hospit^ of London, because a 
large proportion of them are the aged and decayed inmates 
of the metropolitan workhouses, and also tJiat a much larger 
proportion of them are moribund and beyond all hope at 
the time of admission ; 56 of the 232 cases mentioned above 
dying within forty-eight hours of tlieir arrival at the 
Hospital But learing these elements out of the calcula- 
tion, inasmuch as we do not possess the actual figures, on 
the other side, tiie bare fact remains that the rate of mor- 
tality from typhus was greater in the general hospitals than 
in the hospital specially devoted to fever. The result, 
however, is insignificant in comparison to what follows. 
The 1,080 (1,107—27) cases admitted into the Fever 
Hospital communicated the disease to 27 persons, of whom 
8 died. In other words, only 1 person took the fever for 
every 40 admitted, and only 1 died for every 135. But the 
272 cases admittea into the six general hospitals communi- 
cated the disease to 71 persons, of whom 21 died ; or 1 
person caught the fever for every 3*8 cases admitted, and 1 
life was lost for every 12*9 cases admitted. 

*' The actual data upon which this calculation is founded 
are as follows : — ' 

No. of Crises 

Hoq»itaIa. Admiastoiit oontraetod Total. DMtha. 

ofTrpbut. inHosniUL 
8t.Mtf3rXJ«nQM7ltoJttn6 80,18tt 1< 1 IT 8 

Bt Bwtbolomew'ft ****** B9 tS IIS 80 

8t Thomas's h u u ^ IS ^04 ^^ 

Ony's »» •» " 40 tl <l SI 

Uidaiesez.JanoarTltoBeptSO, ** 85 81 8 

Qemian,I>«o.l,lMl,toFeb.S8, *• 10 8 IT 8 

Total .... 878 Tl *848 80 

'' It is possible that the above comparison may be objected 
to, on the ground that the time selected was unfavorable 
to the general hospitals. It is certainly not a common 
occurrence for typhus to spread in so many of the general 
hospitals at one time, but this circumstance was due entirely 
to the unusual prevalence of typhus in all parts of the 
metropolis. It would not be difficult to cite many instances 
of an older date, where typhus has spread in general hospi- 
tals, even to a greater extent than that indicated above ; 
while, since the comparison was made, the admission of two 
or three patients suffering from typhus into three generiJ 
hospitals of London (two of which are not included in the 
above list), has been followe J by an alarming and fatal spread 
of the disease. Moreover, the time selected was far from 
beine the most favorable to the London Fever Host>ital. 
In the first place, the rate of mortality was considerably 
above the average; during last year (1863) the rate of 
mortality among upwards of 1300 cases of true typhus was 
only 16 per cent., including cases moribund on admission. 
In the second place, owing to the small prevalence of fever 
during the years 1858-61, the staff of the hospital had 
been reduced to a minimum ; and on the sudden outbreak 
of typhus at the beginning of 1862, it was necessary to 
engage a large number of unseasoned nurses. During the 
fourteen years immediately preceding the date of the com- 
parison, 3,680 cases of typhus fever were treated in the 
fever hospital ; but the disease was communicated to only 
53 persons (nurses and patients), of whom 14 died. In 
other words, only 1 person caught the fever for every 
70 under treatment and only one died for every 263 
under treatment Moreover, many of the persons who 
caught fever in the hospital were patients admitted with 
other diseases, and who were formerly treated in the same 
wards with the typhus patients; many, in fact, caught 
typhus in consequence of the principle of isolation not bemg 
sufficiently carried out Since June, 1862, the typhus and 
scarlet fever patients have been isolated from the other 
patients, and from one another, and the result has been, 
that only two or three patients have contracted either of 
these diseases in the Hospital since the change was made." 

It is clearly apparent from these facts that ferer may be 
more succettfully treated, and with much less risk to 
attendants, in weU appointed fever hospitals than in general 



hospitals. It becomes therefore the most imperative duty 
of the governing boards of hospitals to provide for the iso- 
lation of fever. This isolation they should not only feel 
impelled to by a sense of obligation to the sick, but a proper 
regard for those suffering fh>m other diseases. Nurses and 
medical attendan|s require that this measure should be 
adopted. Dr. Murchison has well said : " Is it charity, or 
is it not rather a barbarous practice, to admit a patient suf- 
fering from some trifling disease, such as indigestion or 
rheumatism, into the wards of a hospital, and to make him,, 
or his friends who visit him, run the risk of contracting 
typhus or scarlet fever, and perhaps dying of these diseases; 
and is it right that those charitable members of the com- 
munity who visit the sick, to minister comfort and oonaola- 
Uon, idiould unknowingly run a similar risk?" 






MIDIOAL PR0TI8I0M rOR RAILBOADS. 4 

For several years Dr. ARXOLn, of Yonkers, N. Y., has 
urged with convincing arguments the necessity of an 
organized medical surveillance of railroads, to mitigate, as 
far as possible, the horrors of railroad accidents. At the^ 
last meeting of the American Medical Associatioa he 
brought the subject forward for the endorsement of that 
body. In some remarks prefacing the resolutions whidi 
he offered, he referred to some instances in which medical 
aid, if promptly at hand, would have saved life. In 
the fearful accident at Norwalk, by which several gentle- 
men returning from a meeting of the Association were 
killed or injured, there was the usual amount of confusion ; 
but occurring as it did near a town where there were 
several physicians, and where the houses were freely 
thrown open to the sufferers, the effects of the disaster 
were greatly mitigated. But the want of some appliances 
at hand would have rendered the accident far more fatal 
in its results; every half-hour's delay would have ulti- 
mately had its victims. A gentleman travelling on an 
Eastern road on which a young man had his foot almost 
cut off by the cars, had the curiosity to note how long it 
would be before he was put under treatment^ and reports 
that it was six hours. But a few weeks ago the New York 
HtrM noticed an accident on the New York Central, by 
which ten or eleven persons were injured, and where saw- 
dust was the only material to be obt^ned to stanch the 
bleeding. Among his recorded cases was that of a lady 
injured on her bridal tour, and at the inquest a very com- 
petent physician testified that he did not consider her 
wounds mortal, but attributed her death to shock and ex- 
haustion from want pf rest, and of earlier treatment A 
gentleman who had both his legs broken at the same lime 
was carried to New York ; with approaching reaction, he 
began to suffer pain by the time the cars arrived within 
four miles of New York, and this increasing every moment 
soon beganie perfectly agonizing, so completely exhausting 
him before he reached the dep6t, that it was considered best 
to carry him into the City Hospital, where he died ahaott 
immediately after admission. In another instance a travel- 
ler had a leg crushed by the cars, and in being transported 
to a neighboring city, bled to death on the way, no medi- 
cal aid being ca^ed. Multitudes of such cases occur on the 
different roads of the country. The evil is of such magni- 
tude that it ought to excite popular inquiry into the 
methods of mitigation. That the plan of Dr. Arvolo ia 
feasibla no practical mind^ can doabt ; but we havci now 
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positiye proof of its utility. This very system has always 
been rigirKy enforced on the French roads, with the best 
results. A London contemporary makes the following 
abstract of Dr. De Pietra Santa's report : — 

'^In a recent communication he brings. the commnnica- 
tion down to tiie present time, his sources of information 
being elal>orate Government reports, and the reports of the 
Medical officers attached to the great lines. In respect to 
these latter, we may observe that the French lines, from 
the earliest times of their formation, have been placed under 
organized Medical $urveiUance, The Medical officers, con- 
stituting now a numerous and somewhat united body, are 
charged with the duty of supplying speedy assistance in the 
case of accidents, with atteiiditig to the sick and convales- 
cent among the employis^ the superintending all hygienic 
appliances, and forwarding periodical reports to the direc- 
tors. The general conclusion which M. Fietra Santa arrives 
at is, that railway travelling, some exceptional cases apart, 
exerts a highly beneficial influence upon the health ; ana 
fall investigations do not seem to corroborate the somewhat 
hiffhly-drawQ pictures of the mischief resulting from it 
which have had some currency amongst ourselves. With 
respect to accidents, he enters into an examination of the 
official returns ; and from these it appears that between the 
years 1856-62, the number of travellers amounted to 
314,186,161, and among these there occurred 72 deaths and 
894 injuries, 55 of the deaths and 280 of the injuries not 
being tlie fault of the railway administration. Thus, there 
was only 1 person killed in 4,363,696, and 1 iniured in 
351,438 travellers; and by a comparison with the acci- 
dents produced by the old diligence travelling, M. Pietra 
Santa finds that there are fourteen chances to one in favor 
of making a safe journey in a railway carriage compared to 
a diligence. The reports of the Medical officers of the 
rarioos railway fines concur in affirming the superior con- 
dition of health enjoyed by the various employis as com- 
pared with that of persons of their own age elsewhere ; 
and this improvement has been found continuttlly progress- 
ing, a &ct due, no doubt^ to the various hygienic measures 
which are put into force and insisted upon. The French 
lines now in operation measure more than 10,000 kilbme- 



XLXJUm ASSOCIATION OF THK COLLIOE OF PHTSICIAITS 

AND SUROBONS. 

• 

Tm annual oration before this Association was delivered 
on Commencement evening by Dr. Mauran, of R. L It 
was well received by a large audience,- and elicited frequent 
applause. On the following evening the annual meeting 
took place at the residence of Dr. Jared Linslet ; the 
President, Dr. Dtrsois, in the Ghaur. The reunion was 
Tery pleasant Dr. Delatikld, in behalf of an alumnus, 
offered a prize of $100 for the best medical essay presented 
during the ensuing year. Dr. Draper offered a resolution 
appointing another evening than that on which the Com- 
mencement exercises are held for the delivery of the 
oration. It was also moved that the annual oration be 
dispensed with, and a prize essay be read in its place. 
The whole subject of changing the order of proceedings 
was referred to a committee. It will be a great mistake if 
the Association dispense with its annual oration. The 
failure to derive benefit or pleasure from the oration has 
been heretofore due to the unwise arrangement of assign- 
ing to the orator the last half or quarter of an hour of long 
and tedions ceremonies. An address, however indifferent, 
win add more to the sociabiUty of the occasion, and answer 
ilie purposes of the Association &r better than any substi- 
tute. Db. Jarko Linsubt waa elected President for the 
aoaoingyear. 



MEDICAL oratory. 

The Academy of Medicine does not, like its great proto- 
type of Pari?, maintain a very high order of oratorical 
reputation. In spite of the unwearied efforts of its worthy 
President to render its sessions highly scientific, its discus- 
sions are too generally diffuse and pointless. The fault rests 
with the members. As a profession, we cultivate iar too 
little the art of speaking. In the Academy of Medicine 
of Paris, the very highest order of rhetoric is often dis- 
played. In France the members of the medical profession 
perfect themselves eariy in public speaking, and hence the 
vigorous and racy style of discussions in all their societies. 
Every speaker expresses himself with that ease and ele- 
gance which add such a charm both to the oral and writ- 
ten du^cussion. But a loose and random style of speaking 
is not the only fault of those who enter the arena of debate 
in our societies. Not unfrequently language is used by 
no means befitting a scientific association. Many must 
have been pai(|f d, if not shocked, a few evenings ago, to 
hear a member of the Academy of Medicine, in open ses- 
sion, characterize an act of the President by an expression 
altogether unworthy the gentleman who uttered it, and 
unbecoming the occasion. Soch remarks should never be 
tolerated, even in private, much less in a society which boasts 
of its purity. No association can ever attain to any very 
commanding influence which allows its members to indulge 
in coarse and vulgar language. The Academy of Medicine 
should never permit such freedom of expression, and the 
member who .[persists in degrading himself by such lan- 
guage should not be allowed fellowship in any respectable 
society. 

TIIX OBITUART OF DR. CAMUAVV, 

In this number we complete the obituary notice of Dr. 
Cam MANN. This graceful and eloquent tribute to the memory 
of one of our most eminent physieians, is from the pen of 
Dr. J. R LxAMiNO, who long enjoyed his fiimiliar acquun* 
tance. To the profession at large Dr. Cammann was a com- 
paratively unknown man. His singularly retiring habita 
made him shrink from the pul4ication of his opinions, and 
even led him to shun the discussion of medical societies. It 
required the hand of an intimate friend and skilful writer 
to develop the true character of one really so distinguished. 
Dr. Lbamino has performed a grateful service to a friend, 
and placed the profession under obligations^ by this chaste 
and timely memoir. 



^tbwlus. 



A Treatise on Pharmact ; designed as a Text-Book for 
the Student, and as a Guide for the Physician and Phar- 
maceutist ; containing the Officinal and Unofficinal For- 
mulas, and numerous Examples of Extemporaneous Pre- 
scriptions. Bt Edward Parriso, Principal of the School 
of rractical Pharmacjr, etc., Philad., Third Edition, tho- 
roughly revised and improved, with important additions. 
With two hundred and thirty-eight illustrations. Phikd. : 
Blancbard & Lea, 1864. pp. 850. 

Pharmact, especially American pharmacy, has not at all 
times received that attention and encoura^ment from the 
medical profeasion which its importance demands. Being of 
necessity more or less intimately connected with trade, too 
often have its followers exerted their energies for the pur- 
pose of gain rather than the cultivation of sdeiice ; and too 
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often have members of the medical profession regarded the 
pharmaceutist in the light of a servant, rather than that of a 
co-worker in the healing art. Thanks, however, to such 
men as Parrish, Squibb, Procter, Maisch, and other indefa- 
tigable workers, American Pharmacy is no longer confined 
to the level of a mere trade, but has rapidly developed into 
a noble science, and, by its own inherent merits, is asserting 
its claim, and assuming its rank among the other learned 
professions. We are confident that these eflforta will be 
duly appreciated by the medical profession, and already 
hear the question, not who keeps the most attractive store 
or the finest variety of fancy articles, but where will our 
j^rescriptions be dispensed with the most scientific preci- 
sion ? The conscientious pharmaceutist will remember that 
while the eye is pleased with external appearances, genuine 
merit, though oAen found clothed in a more unpretending 
garb, will eventually find its proper level and meet with 
its just reward. 

To obtain a correct idea of the progress recently made in 
pharmaceutical science, one has only to compare uxe second 
edition of Mr. Parrish*s book, publisbed in 1859, with the 
volume now before us. The work is divided into five parts, 
viz. 1. Preliminary; 2. Galenical Pharma% ; 3. Inorga- 
nic Pharmaceutical Chemistry; 4. Pharmacy in its relation 
to Organic Chemistry; 5. Extemporaneous Pharmacy. 
Then follows an Appendix, containmg some directions on 
the management of a sick chamber, on the preparation of 
various articles of diet for the sick and convalescent^ and 
recipes for some of the more important popular medicmes ; 
and concludes with a copious index. 

In giving a brief analysis of this valuable work, neither 
our time nor space will allow more than a mere allusion to 
its most prominent features. Part I. commences with direc- 
tions concerning the furniture and implemenrs necessary to 
the dispensing office, followed by some remarks on the U. 
S. Pharmacopoeia, after which the whole subject of weights, 
measures, and specific gravity is thoroughly discussed. 
Part. II. is devoted to Galenical Pharmacy, and commences 
Mrith the division of the plant into root, stem, bark, etc., 
with full directions for their collection and desiccation ; the 
various methods of treating the drug are then minutely de- 
scribed, and, commencing with medicated waters, the work- 
ing formulas for each class of preparations are given, first 
those officinal, then others of acknowledged value, with re- 
marks on their various properties. An interesting feature 
of the work might here be mentioned, viz. that of syllabi, 
by means of which the student is enabled at a single glance 
to learn the most important facts in regard to officinal pre^ 
parations. As an illustration of this feature, we will quote 
the syllabus of the second group of tinctures, consisting of 
narcotics, sedatives, &c., prepared with strong alcohol, sa- 
turated, or nearly so. 
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The remarks on the different preparations of opium, treat- 
ment of poisoning, and the abuse of opium, are worthy of 
notice. 

Part III. devoted to Inorganic Pharmaceutical Chemis- 
try, and Part IV. to Pharmacy in its relations to Organic 
Chemistry, are well written, comprehensive, and appear 
fnlb* up to the present standard of chemical science. 

Part V. treats of Extemporaneous Pharmacy, and the 
subject is presented in a manner worthy of the attention of 
eveiy^physician. If the chapter on prescriptions is carefully 
examined by the practitioner and its directions followed, 
we believe that fewer mistakes will occur in the dispensing 
estaUidmient, and physician, pharmaceutist, and patient, 
will reap the mutual benefits Minute directions are here 
Ipivea for dispensing medicines in their various forms ; and 



this portion of the work is also enriched with a large num« 
ber of extemporaneous formulas selected from the favorite 
prescriptions of eminent practitioners. The work is beauti* 
fully illustrated, and shows throughout evidences of the un- 
tiring industry of its author. We congratulate Mr. Par- 
rish on the result of his labors, and bespeak for his book a 
wide circulation in the medical as well as the pharmaceu- 
tical profession. 
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STATE BOARD OP EXAMINERS. 

[To the Editor of the Avxbxoah Mbdxoai. Timm.] 

Sm : — My attention has been called to the timely commu- 
nication of Prof. Howard Townsend in the last number of 
your journal You are well aware that I have not claimed 
the credit of " originating the plan" of a " State Board of 
Examiners" for the degree of Doctor of Medicine ; whidL 
although talked about for some years past, never assumea 
any definite shape until presented to our State Society 
in the excellent ^' Report of the Committee of Medical 
Education," of which Dr. Townsend was chairman, and 
published in the *' Transactions" for 1861. Nor have I ever 
presented any " plan" whatever, but merely offered in be- 
half of the Buffalo University a resolution at the late meet- 
ing of our State Society, that "a committee be c^^pointed 
to consider the expediency of, and report a plan for the 
appointment of a State Board of Examiners for the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine, at the next meeting of the Society." 

Your statement therefore, that ^* the project of a Board 
of Examiners has been revived by the Medical Department 
of the University of Buffalo," is literally correct ; but wrong, 
so far as you give me any credit for "originating the 
scheme." This wholly belongs to Professor Townsend. 
His remarks on this subject contained in his report^ are ao 
just, liberal, and enUghtened, that they deserve a far wider 
circulation than they have yet received. I refer partica- 
larly to the following: 

*^ The final examination for the degree should be one of 
severity, thoroughness, and impartiaEty, and should only 
be conducted by a Board of Examiners composed of the 
most competent and able men, and of those best fitted for 
the duties who could be selected fix>m our profession ; the 
selection and appointment of the members of the Board 
being the special privilege of the separate State Societies, or 
of the American Medical Association, as may hereafter be 
determined. It should be the duty of this Board of Exa^ 
miners to meet, say twice in each year, at such parts of tlie 
State as they themselves might determine, and then and 
there summon before them the candidates for examination 
who have been previously prepared at the different medical 
schools. This Board of Examiners should be selected and 
appointed from the profession at large, the medical schools 
al wi^s to be represented in the BoanL 

'* The necessity of using every care in the selection and 
appointment of the different members of this Board is too 
obvious to require any comment ; indeed the whole success 
of the plan wOl depend upon their appropriateness to the 
office — ^appropriateness as regards high mordi chartieier, in* 
ieUectttal alnUfyj and general a$ well as medical attainme$iiB 
and euUure, 

" We conceive that some such plan as this, elaborately 
and consistently carried out in all its details, would contn- 
bute greatly towards the elevation of the standard of medi- 
cal education. It would, in the first place, insure a more 
thorough preliminary preparation for tlie study of medicine. 
Young men would come up to our schools properly pre- 
pared to i^preciate and profit by the instruction whid^ toey 
would there receive, 

'^ In reference to the instruction of the schools, in order 
that it should be all that is required of them, we would 
recommend that the pluis which we have hinted at riiould 
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be duly developed and carried out in their minutest details. 
Then the thorough and severe ordeal of the final examina- 
tion must be insisted upon ; must be considered the tine 
^d non of the medical education. 

'* We deem that these thorough examinations, too, will 
exercise an equally beneficial influence upon the medical 
schools themselves — an influence which alone would be 
worthy of all the efibrts required to establish so excellent 
ft censorship ; for the necessary result of such examinations 
would be to encourage greater efibrts on the part of the 
different schools to prepare the candidates which each 
one may send forth for examination, so thoroughly that 
failure on the part of those candidates before the ^oard of 
Examiners would be the exception to the rule. Whereas, 
now quite the contrary obtains, the examinations in too 
many, if not in most instances, being purposely superficial, 
in order to swell the list of graduates from each particular 
school. Now the rivalry ejuiibits itself in the efibrts the 
different schools make to increase the number of gradu- 
ates ; whereas the new arrangement, we consider, would 
change the rivalry into that of sending the best prepared 
candidates for graduation, the necessary effect of which 
latter course will be to incite the most laudable efforts for 
success on the part both of professors and pupils." — (Re- 
port, pp. 198-9. Trans. 1861 ) 

Such is the plan of the Committee, submitted in 1860. 
The report was referred to the American Medical Associa- 
tion^ but I believe has never been acted on by that body. 
€k>pies of it were also directed to be sent to the different 
State Med. Societies, where it has also, so far as I can learn, 
met with a similar fate. I am happy to observe that you 
admit, in common with the great body of the profession, 
the necessity and importance of a radical change in the pre- 
sent system of examming candidates for the degree of M.D. 
The fact that hardly one in ten of the graduates of our 
medical colleges is found qualified to pass the Naval or 
Military Examining Boards, shows that the present plan is 
practi<^ly a Mure, and that the examinations must be 
extremely superficial This must necessarily be so as long 
as the questions are put vivd voce, and each professor exa- 
mines each student separately and privately. Suppose 
there are six professorships in a school ; if each student is 
examined before the whole corps of professors, and each is 
called on to judge in regard to the student's fitness in all 
the other branches, then the severity of the test would be 
as six to one greater than it is at present. The test would 
be still more severe, but not too much so, if the questions 
were rehired to he answered in writing^ as before the Army 
and Naval Boards. Besides, how can we tell, at present, 
whetlier the theses are written by ^e students whose names 
they bear? My experience in teaching, in several medical 
schools during the last twenty years, has satisfied me that 
the present system of examination for M.D. is not what it 
should be. Even where there are censors associated with 
the professors, the result is about the same. The meshes 
are not so fine but some mighty blockheads get through 
the net Let us weave a finer web. 

Tou ask : " Who shall appoint the Board of Examiners ?'* 
I think the Regents of theUniversity are competent to that 
task, aided, as they might be, by the Acuities of the differ- 
ent coU^^ or the State Med. Society. What objection 
can there be to the colleges themselves appointing the 
Board^ either alone or in connexion with the Regents? 
There are six medical schools in this state. Now let them 
i^ypoint, each, one Examiner or more, and the Board of Re- 
gents six, making a Board of twelve in all, from the profes- 
skm not connected with the schools, to be paid by the 
State, and not from the graduation fees. And let our State 
laws be so altered as to make it obligatory on all candidates 
for the degree of Doctor of Medicine to come before this 
Board for examination, and a diploma issued by them be 
the only legal license for practice. I see nothing " chime- 
ricaT* in some such plan as this, but, on the contrary, some- 
thing entirely practicable, and not difficult to carry into 
c^>eratioiL 



It may be said that such a plan would drive medical stu- 
dents to other States, where a diploma could be obtained on 
easier terms. Then let there be a law requiring all physi- 
cians who come into this State to practise medicine, to go 
befbre this Board for examination for a license, or the 
de^e of M.D., its equivalent, as in Canada, Cuba, etc 
This would tend to devate our profession at once in the 
eyes of the community, and would do more to root out 
quackery in all its forms than any or all other measures 
whatever. You have truly observed, that "the title of 
M.D. already passes for nothing." In proof of this I may 
refer you to the fact of the graduation, as a matter of course, 
of all who attend two courses of medical lectures. If they 
do not graduate at one school there is no difficulty what- 
ever in getting through at some other. Geneva College, in 
one year, rejected six students, whoUjr unfitted by prelimi- 
nary education or professional acquirement for a degree ; 
all of them were graduated the same year at one of the 
large city schools. One of our country medical schools was 
long in the habit of selling its diplomas, sending them by 
mail to whoever would forward twenty dollars to the dean. 
In this way, it is said, a favorite quadruped of a notorious 
wag was dubbed M.I). under the name of John Donkey, 
Esq. At a late Commencement of one of the largest medical 
schools in a neighboring city, the professor who addressed 
the graduates remarked as follows : ^' Grentlemen, you will 
make a great mistake if you place any very high value on 
your diplomas. Formerly the degree of M.D. was consi- 
dered a high honor ; it is so no longer. It is now to be 
regarded simply as a certificate that its possessor has stu- 
died medicine three years, and has attended two full courses 
of medical lectures. As a token of merit it has no signi- 
ficance whatever." But the diploma has not even the sig- 
nificance claimed for it. For the same school rarely requires 
any certificates of time, as I know from the acknowledg- 
ment of the Dean, nor does it require any evidence, except 
the possession of the tickets, that the student has ever 
attended the lectures at all 

But I will not discuss this matter further at present. 

,Indeed, I should have said nothing about it had you not 

invited me, as it were; and had not a sense of justice 

towMtls Dr. Townsend seemed to make it a duty to offer 

the above explanations. Tours, etc., 

Charles A. Lxi, M.D. 

FnxsKUX, Mftreh 7, 1864. 



DR. CAMMANN. 

iO(mcludsd /rpm page Itt.) 

Thus passed away suddenly, but gently as he had lived, 
one of the ornaments of our profession. Henceforth his 
name must be pronounced with those of Bard, of Hosack, 
and of Francis. — ^honored and beloved physicians, of whom 
New York is justly proud. 

A post-mortem examination, made on Monday, February 
16th, at 1 pjc., by Dr. Peugnet, at which notes were taken 
by Dr. Leaming, verified substantially the diagnosis pre- 
viously prepared by himself. 

It may be asked. What was the cause of death ? And 
we can only answer : The heart ceased to beat Why it 
did not stop before, or why it did not continue to go on 
for years yet to come, are questions more easily asked 
than answered. Dr. Cammann has told us that he had for 
years anticipated what finally took place. In cardiac dis- 
ease, when sudden death occurs, it is always difficult to 
say why it should hi^pen at that moment. Here was 
thickening of the base of the aortic mitral and tricu^id 
valves, and there was a band extendmg from the aortic to 
the mitral valves,— all appearing to nave been the result 
of exudative inflammation and of long standing. Every- 
where in this deposit w«re elevations, and iu each eUvation 
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osseous substance was found when cut into. In one of the 
curtains of the aortic valve, this osseour matter and exu- 
dation extended down to the free border and rendered the 
valve incompetent The band of pleuritic adhesion, toge- 
ther with the appearance of exudative inflammation in the 
cavities of the heart, give weight to his opinion that his 
maladj was caused by imury, especially as he never had 
rheumatism or other inflammatory disease. It is quite 
certain, that^ had not Dr. Cammann regulated his life in 
the most careful and methodical manner, functional derHnge- 
ments, with greater hypertrophy and probably dilatation, 
would have taken place at an earlier day. I have no doubt 
that his life was prolonged many years by the perfect 
system of living which he had adopted. 

He has told us that he had palpitation and oppression 
when in the recumbent position. Did his lying down that 
morning determine the act of death? He was in good 
spirits, and feeling comparatively well when he retired to 
his bedchamber ; in a moment afterwards he called for the 
windows to be thrown open ; the circulation was suddenly 
obstructed : death commenced at the heart 

Having impt rfectly related the principal incidents of the 
birth, life, and death of our late Fellow, I shall attempt 
to characterize him in his relationship to society, to the 
profession, to the Church, and to his family. Circumstances 
placed Dr. Cammann in a social circle out of which he 
scarcely ever cared to move. His modesty and know- 
ledge of his disease prevented him from sharing in the 
fl;aietie3 and harmless pleasures of life. He frequented no 
mrge assemblies, attended no Into dinner-parties, and was 
not unfrequently rallied on these peculiaritifs. Some of 
his intimate friends considered them eccentricities, and 
spoke of them among themselves as subjects of gentle 
mirth ; and he never undeceived them. Since his death 
these occurrences have come back to their minds with 
rivid force; and the harmless pleasantries, as they then 
appeared, seem now, when the circumstances are known, 
little less than cruelties. He was plain in his dress and 
unostentatious in all his habits of life; his sole object being 
to do all the good in his power without drawing attention 
to himselC 

As he loved his profession, he was jealous of its honor ; 
for he believed its great benefits to mankind must come 
through the regular channel He despised quackery and 
set his face against it in everv "possible way. A young 
homoeopath, who was in the Iiabit of visiting Dr. Cam- 
mann*s class, and receiving, as all did, instruction and kind 
attentions, ventured to ask him to see a patient in consul- 
tation, stating at th^ same time that he was a homoeopath. 
" Well, sir," was the replVj "'then I cannot meet you." 
'^ But," said the homoeopath, " see her, and ^ve an opinion 
to the family, even though not in consultation ; for she is 
verv anxious to see you." " No," said the Doctor ; " but 
if she will place herself under the care of a regular practi- 
tioner, then I will see her." ^ But," said the homoeopath, 
" is it not your duty to see her, when by so doing you may 
save life ? '* I will try to prove to you that it is not mj 
duty," said the Doctor. " I believe that the prevalence of 
jour doctrine and practice is a great evil, and by them 
many lives are lost Now, if I should go with you to see 
this young lady, even though not in consultation, I would 
give you a kind of recognition that may increase your 
opportunities to do evil. The interests of your individual 
patient are nothing in comparison with the interests of the 
community." 

His eminence as a physician was not Ihe result of chance. 
He entered into the study and practice of his profession with 
his whole soul ; and I now claim for him, what he never 
thought of claiming for himself, that he was a medical genius. 
By patient toil and earnest thought, he kept himself in 
advance of the profession. In physical diagnosis, I think 
he never had a superior. His ear was so delicate, his cli- 
nicsl knowledge so extended, his sterling integrity so pro- 
minent a characteristic, that, when he annonncea an opi- 
nion, it waa scarcely possible he c^uld be mistaken. H« 



seemed to have no personal ambition ; if knowledge was 
gained and freely given to the world, he cared not who 
received the honor. He had an unconquerable aversion 
to appearing in public, or to writing, and especially to 
writing a formal treatise. We feel now that this determi- 
nation was a misfortune, for much of his knowledge that 
was original and of priceless value is for ever lost for the want 
of proper record. It was his delight, at his clinic at the 
Dispensary, to unfold his ideas on particular subjects; and 
to those gentlemen who attended he intrusted the keeping 
of those thoughts and conceptions which were the result 
of careful examination and patient reflection. Many, scat- 
tered over different parts of the country, will call to mind 
their unassuming teacher, and feel that to him they owe in 
a great degree their power to recognise and control many 
of the most insidious as well as fatal fcrms of disease. 
Through nearly all of his professional life he was a member 
of but one Society, — that for the Relief of the Widows and 
Orphans of Medical Men ; and of this he was President at 
the time of his death. During the last year, through tlie 
influence of his old and attached friend, our President, ho 
became a member of this Academy, and commenced the 
preparation of a series of papers on practical subjects^ 
which unfortunately remain unfinished. 

He was a consistent Christian ; but his religion, like his 
charity and his opinions, was never obtruded upon others. 
Firm and sincere in his convictions, he strove to cultivate 
good-will to men, and ever found one of his chief sources 
of happiness in assuaging the sorrows and ministering to 
the physical wants of the poor and afllicted. He w.'is for 
many years a vestryman of Trinity Church, New York, 
and afterwards of St James*s Parish in Fordham. 

His relations to his family are too sacred to *be the sub- 
ject of prolonged remark. It is sufficient to say they were 
of the most happy character. He was a kind and atten- 
tive husband, an indulgent father, a warm and sympathetic 
friend. 

His loss is felt wherever he was known, and it will be a 
> long time ere one can be found to fill the place once occu- 
pied by our late lamented Fellow. 

armj PtMcal |utclliput 

ORDERS, CHANGES, tc 

AMtstant Surgeon C. 8. Frfnk, U.S.Y.. has arrived at Knoxrille, Tenn., 
and baa been aaaigned to dutr at Oenerai Roepltal No. i. 

Burgeon B. D. Carpenter, tJ.B.Y., hac been relieved ftom duty as Med)- 
eal Director, District of the Border, Kansas City, Ma, and directed to re* 
port to Mi^or-Oeneral Curtis for duty. 

Burgeon Henry Buokmaster, U.S.T., has arrired at Leavenwortb, 
Kansas, and reported for duty as Medical Director, Departnaent oC 



Burgeon Burkitt Cloak, n.S.T., has been assigned to duty u Medical 
Director, Chattanoogn, Tenn. 

Burgeon Adolf Mider, U.6.V.. as Medical Director of the expedition t» 
Florida, commanded by General BeyoMHir. 

Assistant-Surgeon Kudolf Tauzsky, U 6. Y., to Fort Cumminga. N. M. 

Burgeon J. H. Grore, U.B.Y., to Camp Douglas, IIL, and to the snper> 
vision of the Hospitals, Chicago^ 111. 

Suigeon James C. Whiteblll U.S.Y., as Medical Director, Amy of Ar- 
kansas, during the absence of Snrgeon J. B. Smith, U.S.A. 

Assistant-Surgeon C. F. Haynes, U.8.Y., to td Brigade, ArtUIeiy Se- 
serve. Army of the Potomac 

Assistant-Surgeon H. A. Bnck, U.S.Y., as Superintendent of Hospltala, 
Bpringfield, lit 

Burgeon A. Crispel], U.8.Y., to daty In charge of the Medical Dcp«rt* 
ment, and as Examining Surgeon of Uecmita, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Surgeon J. D. Brumley, U.S. Y., has been rellered flrom duty as Super- 
intendent of Hospitals, at Louisrille, Ky., and ordered to report to tb« 
Medical Director, Department of the Cumberland, at Chattanooga, Teas. 

Snrgeon William K. De Witt, U.S.Y., has been assigned to dnty as Snr- 
geon-in-Chlef, 1st Division, 6th Army Coips, Anny of the Potouiac 

Hospital Steward Budolph Knapp, U.S.A., to Itew York elty, to report 
to Medical Inspector Lyman, U.S.Al^for dn^. 

Hospital Steward R. J. Mnlhern, U.S.A., to Santa F^ N. M., to report 
to Burgeon O. M. Bryan, U.S.Y., for duty at Los Pinoa, N. M. 

Assistant-Surgeon William A. Banks, U.B.Y., has reported for dnty frwB 
sick leave. 

Bargeon J. T. Heard, U.8.Y., has returned from leave, and resumed hit 
duties as Medical Director, let Army Corpa, Army of tb« Potomac. 

Burgeon B. Pearoe, U.S. Y., has been relieved ttom dnty in charge cf 
Branch Na 8, Eruptive Hospital, LonisvlUe, Kentndiy, »nd will repair 
to Cinelnnati, Ohio, and report in person to Burgeon John F. H ea d , 
U.S.A., Medical (M&eer of the iowd for the KSamlnatifla pf Biak 
Offleen. "* 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
OrUU and W, 8. JT.— Lettws reoeUed, and will App«ar in a week or 



HARRIED. 



A]n>ssaoH-8MALL.--In Portland, Me.. March ftb, at St Stephen's 
Church, by Kev. Wm. Sterens Pernr, WntnaLL A. ANDBmaoK, Surgeon, 
Sd Regiment Maryland Tet Yola., and Mlaa Soiie M., daoghter of John 0. 
Small, Kaq., of Boaton. 

METSOROLOOT AND KEOROLOOT OF TIIS WEEK IK THE CITT 

AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 

Abstract of the Official Eeport 

From the Tth daj of March to the 14th day of March, 1864. 

/>eaMa.~M(>n, 1B7; women, 88 ; boya, 1«» ; girla, 100. Of natire parents, 
r. .^^i— ,^^ _-. . --.....- ^ «16; chUdren, 284; 

two years of age, 188. 

, , Erysipelaa, 8 ; albuminnria, 

1* *PX^7« ^« infiintile cuuvaldona,8U; croop, <; diphthorite,90; scarlet 
rever, SO; paeiperal ferer, : typhns and typhuid fevers, 81 ; consamption, 
Tl ; amaU-poz, i; meaales, 8; dropar in head. 19; inlhntile marasmns, 29; 
wbooplng^congh. T ; inflammation of brain, 18 ; of bowels, IS ; of longvSO ; 
hronchltia, 10 ; diarrhcsa and dyseotery, 9. 249 deaths occurred from acute 
diaeaaea. and 98 from violent causes. 299 were natire, and 157 foreign'; 
of whom 105 came ttom Irehmd ; 82 died in the City Charitlen ; of whom 10 
were in BelleTue Uoapital,and 11 died in the Immigrant Institution. 
Abatraet of the Atmoepherleal Record of the Eaatem Dispensary, kept in 
the Market BuUding, No. 57 Essex stroet^ New York. 



x/eaM«:~Ai(>n, iw; women, 88; boya, 129 ; girls, 105. 
ST; foreign, 189 : not stated, 18; tnuL 449. Adults, 
males, 966 : females, 193 ; colored, 9. Inliuita under ti 

Among the causes of death we notice:— Enrsipe 
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Rbmakics.— 8th and 9th, MoaUy clear, with freah wind. 10th, Variable, 
rain at •▼enlng. 11th, Bain nearly all daj and night 12th, MoaUy 
dear, with fresh wind. 18th, Clear am : cloudj p.m.: son shower 
at 41 pjt 14th, Clear, with fresh wind. Ralo for the week, one-third of 
an inch ; laat week three-iUths of an inch. 



SPECIAL NOTICE. 

New Tork Academy of Medicine (Section on Ob- 
BTETRics AND DISEASES OF Children). — A Stated Meeting 
of this Sedian wiU be hM at the residence of ihe Chctirman 
Dr. John P. Garrish, No, 40 West 2l8t st.^ on Monday 
JBvening^ the 2Ut inst., at eight o'clock P.M. 

Dr. Garrish xvUl read a Paper on Ophthalmia Neonato- 
rum^ or Puruknt Ophthalmia of the new-horn infant, and 
ii» treatment Svbject for DUcuesionfor this Evening, Dis- 
eases of the Ovaria and their Treatment 

VofW BMdy. Priet 50 Oant& 

ADVICE TO A MOTHER 

OV TBS 

MANAGEMENT OF HER OFFSPRING 

nr 

INFANOT, CHILPHOOD, AND YOUTH. 

By p. henry CHAVASSE, M.D. 

BanxiBU BaormBa, 590 Broadway, N. T. 



MESSRS. BAILUERE BROTHERS 

Beg to Inform the 

MEDICAL PROFESSION 

And BTUDEMTS, that having porchaaed a stock of the pnhUoationi of 

MESSRS. BLANCHARD <fe LEA, LIPPINCOTT k 
CO., LINDSAY k BLAKISTON, Bro. 

Th^ are prepared to aell all the pnblleationa of tlieae Uonsea at a tsbt 
UBiBAL Mtooinrr fob oaaii. Prioea wlU be fiTtn on appUcation and 
ara raapeetfkilly ioUdtaC 



American Medical Association. 

The fifteenth annual meeiing of the American Medical AnociatioB 
will be held on the first Tuesday of Jnne, 1864, in the city of New 
Tork, at ten oV.look a.m., in — 

"'Every permanently organized Societr, College, Hoapiial, Lunatie 



Asylum, and other medical institutions of good standing in the ITitmn 
8TATX8, and fW>m the American Medical Society of Fails, hare the pri- 
vilege of sending delegates to the Association,*" as follows :—"* Every 
local society, one delegate for every tkh of lis regiilnr resident mem- 
bers ; one for every additional fraction of more tlian half thla nnmber. 
The faculty of erery regular constituted college or charted school of 
medicine, two delegates. The medical staff of any municipal hospital, 
containing one hundred inmates or more, two delegates; and any other 
permanently organized medical insUtulion of good standing, ohb dele- 
gate." 

**The Chieft of the Army and Navy Bureaux of the Uwirn) Statm, 
4aeh four delegatea, to represent the medical suff of their respeotlTe 
departments.** 

*'The Committee of Arrangementa shall Tcrliy and report upon tho 
credentials of membership, to receive and announce all essays and me- 
moirs Toluntarily communicated either by members of the Associatioa 
or by others through them, and determine the order in which anch papera 
are to be read and considered.** 

To fikcllitate the dotiee, and ti> have the organization ii^ the meetinc aa 
promptly effected as possible, the Committee particularly request that 
the delegates be early appi tinted, and their names «nd that of the appoint- 
ing body with their vouchera; also the titles of all papers, eaaaya, or re- 
views, with the time required to read them, be forwarded to the Chair- 
man of the Committee as tarty a* practicable, AU the medical periodi- 
cals are requested to give the above immediate and repeated publlci^, 
that a large attendance mar be secured. ' 

JAMES ANDERSON, M.D., Chairman, 

No. 80 University Place. 



The Examination for Junior Assist- 

•L ante to Belleroe Hospital will take place on March 21at, 1 864, at 8 P.M., 
at the house of the chairman. Application must be made to Dr. Jamea U. 
Wood, 9 Irving Plaoe. A pplleants must come recommended by a member 
of the Medical Soard of BelleTue Uospiul. 

DB. JAMES B. WOOD, 
Chairman. 

"Hispensary Reports wanted. — ^Annual 
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ies of the Sixty-third ; and 
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Office Hours firom 11 am. to 2 p.m. 



W. P. COOLEDGE, 
No. 828 Pearl at, N. T. 



The Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 

-L Philadelphia, south side of Logan Square, Baee street between 



street, between 



Philadelphia, 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth. 

Open for the examination and reoeption of patlenta eyerr Monday and 
Friday at 11 F.M. r i~ / -«v 

Operations every Wednesday at 11 a.jl 

auBfixoxs : 
Dr. T. 6. Morton, Dr. B. J. Levia, 

Dr. A. D. Uall, Dr. D. H. Agnew. 

Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 
aelf to the ioTestigation and aroHcatlon of Electricity aa a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, ana being duly qualified aa well by hia 
scientific attainmenta as by his great expfrienoe to apply it in the moat 
effectual manner, bringa thia fact to the notice of the profeaeion. Pa 
tienta aent to Mm for thla mode of treatment, will otherwiae remaii 
under the charge of their attending phyaioians. Hia buaineea ia free 
ttom all charlatonlam and quackery. 

141 FOUETH AVENUE. 

Private Instruction in Auscultation 
AND PEBCUSSION.— Professor Flint will give a Course of twen- 
ty-five lessons in the prsotioe of Auscultation and Percussion during the 
months of March, ApriL and Mav ; two lesaona to be given weekly in tlM 
warda of Bellevne and Blackwelrs Island Hospital 



T 



^o the Medical Profession. — Dr. J, 



PABIOOT, late Commieaioner In Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
fessor of the Univeraity of Brussels, offers to consult with Gentlemen 
of the Profession, and to give advice on Mental Diaorders and Medleo- 
Lnnl Cases. 
0«HTespondenoe can be addressed to the care of 

Bauluku BioTHSBa, C80 Broadway, N. T. 



few 



New York Academy of Medicine. 
Tranaactiona, Vol. I. 8vo. doth, $2.50. Tol. II. (ready in a few 
days) ,$2.60. Subscriptions received for the Transactiona at $100 per 
Tolnme. BnlleUn, Vol I., 1801-M, 8va doth, $2.00. If sent by naaO, 8$ 
cents extra must be remitted fbr postage on each Tohme. 
BanJiBii Btorana, 620 Broadway, M. T. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER 



GEORGE TIEMANN U CO. | 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

iU- MENTS, Ac. 

No. 6S CHATHAM STRECT. NEW YORK. 

OTTO k RBYNDKRS, 
Mftnnflwtnrert uid Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc, 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

TbeTuloasSnliDtii for Morbus Goxarlos, Abdominal Bnpportera, 8hotilder> 
braoea, Stockings for Varloose Veins, Electric Machines. Ear-Tmmpeta, 
Fraotore Splints, Cmtohes, Sjrlngea, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, etc 

tA rtificial Legs and 
•^ Anns. Selpho*s Patent The best sub- 
stltntes for lost limbs the world of soienoe 
has ever invented. (Established 44 years.) 
Can be bad only of 
WM. 8ELPH0, 
Patentee and Invents. ' 

Send for pamphlet 616 Broadway, N. T. 

IJ.B. — A Silver Medal just awarded at the late 'Fair of the American 
Institute for the best ArUfldal Limbs. 

DISEASES OF THE TflROAT. 




DR. ZiLSBERG, 

LECTURER ON THE LARTKGOSCOPE AND DISEASES OF THE 
LARYNX AND TOROAT IN THE UN1VERSIT7 OF 

NEW TORK, 

Devotes himself specially to the Treatment of Diseases of 

THE IsARYNX 

and Neighboring Organs. 

OFFICE HOUB8 FBOM 4 TO 6 P.M. 

153 West 15ih Street 

The "Elixir of Calisaya Bark'^— 

J- was Introduced to the notice of the Facntcy in 1880, by J, Milhau^ ike 
BoU AuMnfor. None of those numerods Arms wer4» In existence, who, rather 
thsA give a new name to a new article, have to/uoA it more convenient with- 
in a WW years to appropriate the above extensively known title : it is there 
fore presumable that phvaldans In prpscribinir. as for over thirty ream, 
have relerence solely to the original ariicU jum by 4. Mililav & Bov. 

Alsni the CHALYBEATE ELIXIU Oif OALlSAfA BABK (copy, 
rffifated), being the above oreparatlon with the addition of two grains of 
the ^\w>T%\Ma FyrophomaU itf Iron to eaiUi wmeglassAil. 

Bole agency for Fbkmch AsTinciAL Evss firom the leMiag Paris mawnfoe- 
tnrsr. Biai^ eyes to order. Bets of ISO for oenlistsi 

J. MiLBAU A Sox, 
Dmgglsts and Pharmaeentists, 188 Broadway, N.T.. near Cortkndt tt 

Either agents for or Importers of all the French medicines and fine pre-. 
pamtkNis in Togna. 



JutipubiUMl^Viimo^Wipaget, PHcelLSSc Frubymaaon 

receipt <tf 1k€ Frioe, 



ON MILITARY AND CAMP 

HOSPITALS, 



AND THE 



f5.HEALTH OF TROOPS IN THE. FIELD, 

Bt L. BAUDENS, 

'. MzniOAL DntaoTOB or m febmoh asmt, na, no. 

Trai^lated and Annotated by FRANKLIN K HOUOH, M.D, late Sanitary 
Inspector in the Aimy of the Potomao. 

%• The abov* woric la the resolt of a eommlsaion sent by the Freneh 
4k»v«nmient to the Crimea to report apon the condition of the Uoqrftala 
and troope of the French army, and Inddontally of the fini^lsh and 8ar» 
dinlan snolea. It Is written la the form of a narrative, and the great 
questions of the jfreeetUiim and control of iUeaee in oampe and hoe- 
pUate are thoroughlv dlscoseed. The hyglenio oonditlons of the United 
States Army are umiUr to those of the armies of the Crimea: the roles 
and preeeriptlons given in the book will, therefore, be foand perfoctly 
appoeable. Thla work recommends Itself to oommanders of regmieats •• 
wall as army sargeons. 

. B A H . uaan Bmwsm, MO Broadway, K. Y. 



WADE & FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVITE; ABTD CITY HOSPITALS^ 

Manafheture and Import all kinds of 

8UBQICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 

SYRINGES, BTC 

9S Fulton etreet, yew York, 

W. A F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faealty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the sapervislon of Dr. Jambs R. Wood, a fbll description of which will be 
form'arded anon appllcatloa. Also, Dr. Lewis A. Bavbs*s Improved out- 
door Splint ror Mobbus CoxAmivs. Direetfoas for measurements will be 
forwarded when requested. 

Ji^ereneee:—JAMn R. Woon, M.D., Lbwis A. Sateb, M.D., Brmnmc 
SMrm, M.Dm B. F. Bachb,M.D.. U.S.N. 

PRICED 0A1ALOGDE8 WILL BE 8EKT TO AITY ADDRESS, 

OF* Agents for Jewett's Artificial Limba, which are superior to aU 
o roers. 
0F* Sole Agents for ** Fermlnichs Irritation Instrument** Price $100. 

rThe Anatomical Ball'linS 
Socket-Jointed Ije§f. 
with lateral motion at the ankle, like the natural one. 
Also: 
THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEO. 

The latter Is fomlshed to soldiers by the U.S. Oovemment, withoat 
charge, bv applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the following 
>laces:-ta8 Bniadway, N. yI, Rochester, N. Y., Cincinnati, O., 



IS. Mo. 
ddi 



place 
Louli 
Address DR. BLY, as above. 
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COIVCENTRATEB FIXID MAGIVCSIA 

Is earnestly and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
superi<ir arttc'e. Eviry fluid ounce C(»nulns fifteen grains of magneMa In 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst i>oi«t^ng vastly increased 
medicinal properties. It is furnished at a lower priee than any sluilhir 
artiele of Ftireign or domeatie mannfocturs. As a com^tor of addlty. an 
lnTlg<»ratlng tunic, and safe aperient In all dlMrdersof the digestive oiians, 
it is wlthoal a rival, and has elicited unqualified approbation. 

PTLE di BROTHER, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

FOR SALE BY 
JA8. 8. ASPINWALL. 86 William St, N. Y. 

BCHIEFFELIN BROTHERS dc CO., William, cor. BeekmanSt, N. Y. 
CASWELL, MACK k CO., Fifth Are. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, E. L 
HEOEvt AN A, CO., Bn«dway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, 079 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sts., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Vanderbllt Avenncs, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, eor. Fifth and Chestnut Bta., Philadelphia. 
H. G. BLAIR, cor. Eighth and Walnut Sta., Philadelphia. 
W YETH 4t BROTHER, Uli Walnut St, Philadelphia. 
And bj l^mcKtsts senenulj. 
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CitT and Canadian Subscribers, |flL50 per annum, payable la advanosw 
C Mail Subscribers, $8 per annum, paysble in advance. 

Remittances must accompanv an oraer for the JonmaL 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible for the loss of 
moneys inclosed in unregistered letters. 
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July ; but subscriptions may begin at a^y date. 

Toose who desire to have the series complete can be sullied with tha 
back numbers at the original subscription price. 
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and ftee by mail for $2.itt; cloth cases for Uodlng may be had al tba offiaa 
for 9S cents, and free by mail for 84 eenta. 

%• Thb Mbdioal Tubs Is published every Saturday moming, and la 
transmitted direct by mail throughout eveiy section of tne conntiy. As a 
medium for immediate communicatloa with the medical profosstoo of the 
United Statea, it oflTers unsurpaased fodlities to those deatring to advertise 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical Appllancea, Instnunenta 
of.eveiy kin<^ Druga and Medidnea, etc, etc The following terma of 
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well to select the most depending point of the thoracic 
cavity. 

Second, — ^While it has been found necessary sometimes 
to open the thorax in threatened suffocation, in order that 
the blood may be evacuated and air substituted, on the other 
hand cases nave occurred in which air alone, accumulated 
and imprisoned in the pleural cavity, has threatened death 
by suffocation, and relief has been afforded by an operation. 

This seeming paradox is of easy explanation. It will 
happen sometimes that the wound through which the air is 
admitted into the pleural cavity, whether this wound com- 
municates with the bronchial tubes or the outer surface of 
the chest — it will happen occasionally, I say, that this 
wound will be so constructed, being oblique or having 
something of a valvular arrangement^ as that the air will 
be admittod readily, but it will escape with difficulty. 
There will be an action like that of a force pump; and after 
ft time the air may accumulate to such a de^ee as not only 
to compress the lung upon the wounded side, but it nfay, 
18 in the case of accumulated bloody displace the medias- 
tinal septum and compress the opposite lung. 

Relief now will be xifforded by an incision which will 
allow the air to pass in and out with equal freedom. 

The signs of pneumothorax are the absence of the respi- 
ratory murmur, tympanitic resonance, occasionally metallic 
tinkling, decubitus on the affected side, increase in the cir- 
cumference of that side of the thorax, elevation of the inter- 
costal spaces, and finally displacement of the heart, com- 
pression of the opposite lung, and excessive dyspnoea. In 
ftttempting a diagnosis, the surgeon should be ^careful not to 
confound a tympanitic resonance, due to intestinal and 
gastric inflation, with that which may be due to the presence 
of air in the cavity of the pleura. 

The operation for the relief of pneumothorax consists in 
enlarging the original wound, or in making an opening with 
ft trocar and canula at any point which may be most con- 
yenient 

Third, — ^Hydrothorax, as a result of gunshot injuries, may 
demand the re-establishment of the external opening. 

Serum may be ellused into the pleural cavities as early 
fts the third or fourth day after the receipt of the injury ; 
imd in a few da^s more the accumulation may be sufficient 
to occasion senous embarrassment to the respiration. Its 
presence is recognised by those general signs which indicate 
the accumulation of any fluid within these cavities, namely, 
decubitus upon the affected side, enlargement of the circum- 
ference of the thorax, projection of tn^ intercostal spaces, 
absence of respiratory murmur, dulness pn percussion, 
etc ; but it is distinguished from hemothorax in being 
preceded usually by the sinis pf ple^ritis or of pleuro- 
pneumonia, in the absence oi those symptoms of prostration 
which must necessarily accompany large bleedings, and in 
the greater facility with which the cqntained fluid flows 
from one point of the cavity to another on chan^ of position 

If the original opening has completely dqsed it will be 
proper to select a pew point for the qperation, and one 
which is sufficiently depending to secure the free evacuatip^ 
of all the fluid. |n general the operator will prefer the 
upper margin of the seventh rib. at a point nea^ the juncr 
tion of its posterior and middle-tnirds. 

The serum found in the pleiiral cavity und^r tl^ese cir- 
cumstances is generally more or less mifigled y^ith bipod ; 
and, if the operation is made as late as the tenth or twelf^ 
day, it may contain both flakes of lymph &nd pus ; but its 
fluidity is such usually that it will not require ft large open- 
ing for its evacuation. 



Bbtwkbn 1853 and 1863. 358 amputations were per- 
formed at St Bartholomew s Hospital, London. Of these 
93 were primary, 37 secondary, and 22f8 for disease or mal- 
formation. The ratios of mortality were: adcr primary 
amputations, 16*1 per cent. } after secondary, 35 1 ; after 
amputations for disease, 20*1; after amputation at the 
upper extremity, 10'8; at the lower, 23*6. 
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PRIZE EBSAT OT THE COLUMBIA COLLEQB LAW SCHOOL. 

Bt dr. J. PARIGOT. 

It is with great pleasure I read in the last January number 
of the American Journal of Insanity an article on Mental 
Unsoundness, as affecting Testamentary Capacity^ by Ed- 
mund Wetmore, Esq.,. a member of the Columbia College 
Law School It had ahready been published, but incom- 
pletely, in the American Law Register, Great benefit may 
be expected from a mutual scientific intercourse between 
jurist and physician, aided by the press, especially if they 
nave the laudable aim to settle certain difficult medico- 
legal points. It is under that impression that I venture to 
oner some observations on the very interesting paper under 
consideration. 

In medico-legal cases, the first and most absolute neces- 
sity is the strict definition of terms. This condition, which 
alone insures the understanding of all contending parties, 
beine obtained, it is clear that medical and legal definitioni 
could never lead to a different.view of an object. In spite 
of their various relations, social, legal, and scientific, the 
definition of objects must, as nearly as possible, adhere to 
nature ; and as, in another important point of view, truth, 
in its concrete form, depends on the advancement of sci- 
ence, we firmly believe that all social and legal applicanciea 
must be chimed in the very ratio of our progress 
in science and civilization. Hence the difficulties al)out the 
psychiatric terminology employed in the laws of all coun- 
tries, since all are more than a century behind the science 
of that specialty. But that is not all ; great care must be 
taken also by writers on these abstruse subjects, to under- 
stand the real sense in which terms are employed in each 
profession ; for it happens sometimes that, by a tacit aCTee- 
ment^ wrong terms, or at least some not well defined, are 
employed by learned and practical men. The verjr intelli- 
gent essayist, in his analysis of some opinions given on 
moral insanity by the Association of the Superintendents 
of American Asylums in their hist meeting in New York, 
remarks tiiat those gentlemen who admitted the existence 
of such a disease, ai^ed the possibility of one of the men- 
tal faculties being altered, ana to constitute insanity ; also 
that the same gentlemcni pretended there is no reason 
why the brain may not be disordered in such a way, aa to 
derange alone the manifestations of the effective faculties, 
just as it might derange the intellectual faculties alone, eta 
Mr, Wetmore continues further, thus : — " The disbelievers 
in moral insanity replied that nothing could rightly be called 
iponU insanity, except an impulse to do wrong, so uncon- 
trollable by the process of reason — themselves being unim- 
pair^ — as tq amount to disease.*' (I ask license to say that 
sucli disease mi^ht be called diasirephia.) Now the Asso- 
ciation of American Psvchopathists, of which I have the 
hqnor tf^ be a member, holds an annual teeeting in which 
any subject may hfi brought unexpectedly for discussion ; 
Qvery oi^e qf us is r^ucsted to give, nolens volens, his opi- 
nion ; and, for my part, I acknowledge my inability to 
treat ex tempoice on each of the immense detaib and 
abstruse difficulties of psychiatry. But, taking the fact as 
it is, we see that even in such a meeting, believers and dis- 
believers might be considered to agree, since the apparent 
difference between both is but the affirmation of a fact by 
one party — ^fact which the other party considers as an excep- 
tion. But the discussion on moral insanity was only inci- 
dental ; perhaps nobody was prepared to follow it to its 
most remote relations ; and if that medico-legal difficulty 
had been dulpr analysed, it is possible the assembly mif^t 
have found it necessary to examine the three foUowmg 
questions: — 
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Ist Is moral insanitj to be understood an essmtUd dis- 
ease, something like an essence without matter, and conse- 
quently without visible symptoms ? 

2d. Can a moral or volitional perversion be the result of 
a morbid state of the brain, and such disease be either 
momentary or permanent ? 

3d. If so, what are the symptoms in both cases? 

Perhaps, then, both parties might have agreed that 
moral insanity, no more than any other mental affection, 
can exist as a pwrely psychical disease, and that a dis- 
ease of the brain (idiopathic or sympathic) might present, 
besides various bodily symptoms, only one psychical symp- 
tom — the impulse to do wrongs in other words, a morbid 
perversion of affections with cruel instincts. Relating to 
what has been called inttantaneow or transitory insanity^ 
oi>inions might have been divided on its existence : crimes 
might find an easy explanation and impunity if such theory 
was accepted without care. In our opinion insane acts 
can only be committed b^ insane people ; therefore, with- 
out denvin^ the possibility of a sudden irresistible im- 
pulse, physical symptoms must give the guarantee that 
violent passions cannot be turned into insanity. 

We wonder that Mr. W. did not himself find out that a 
pure moral insanity was a nonentity • if there could be 
such a thing, physicians should certainly not be consulted 
by courts. And since he says " the Association admitted 
that manifoBtatiohs of the emotional faculties, which are 
the concomitant of insanity,' and which, from their pecu- 
liar, extravagant, or unnatural character, can only be 
attributed to disease," why did he not conclude that 
there is no mental disease, when, at the same time, mental 
and corporeal symptoms are not discoverable ? Insanity is 
but intelligible as a rdation of two realities of different 
nature ; true that generally we, psychopathists, take more 
notice of psychological symptoms, especially those that are 
80 preponderant, that it governs the whole mental condi- 
tion of patients. I believe it is a fault ; we ought always 
to take the full value of the concomitant signs of a mental 
derangement 

One important point remains. It is to be regretted that 
Mr. W. should have been led to believe that the notice- 
able point in moral insanity was the character of the act 
that indicates the existence of insanity. This is not exactly 
the case ; acts are of a secondary value for such import- 
ant questions, unless by their ensemble they should be the 
only criterion left by a deceased person to enable one to 
judge of his anterior sanity. One act alone falls in the 
rule, testis unus, testis nuUta ; sensible people act often very 
foolishlv, and lunatics sometimes very wisely ^ there is no 
doubt, however, that acts are in close connexion with the 
state of consciousness; but, by themselves alone, without 
the examination of the peipetrator, they cannot convince 
any one of insanity. The very example brought forward 
by Mr. W. shows the truth of this proposition. A similar 
case to the one related in his memoir happened in Bel- 
gium. A man was suspected of insanity for having 
quietly divested himself of his clothes in a public walk, 
which at the time was crowded by the (lite of the 
place. Sent to the Gheel asylum, it was found that he suf- 
fered from no delusion, no pathological symptom whatsoever 
could be detected ; and at last the man confessed that he 
had committed wnat everybody judged an inscme act for 
the purpose of attaining a comrbrtable home. But I be- 
lieve the prize essayist to be convinced, himself, of the 
insufficiencv of one act to establish an insane case, for he I 
says : — " u it is impossible to pronounce any case to be 
one of insanity unm the existence of mental alienation is 
actually proved, then it is possible that an insane man (I 
suppose the author means a seemingly one,) should be held 

T»ii8ible for his aces.** 
conclude by saying that moral obliquity by itself is 
also never a sign of insanity. There are cases, m which 
virtuous men have jshown immoral propensities during 
their insanity ; but generally, the former qualities, or de- 
fects priiHT to insanity, follow its victims. I oannDt^ there- 



fore, admit the following inference^that because moral 
obliauity might be a psychical symptom of insanity, it 
should constitute a part of a whole being. It cannot be 
compared to the method employed first by Cuvier, and 
afterwards by Buckland, Prof Agassiz, and others, who, 
with sometimes diminutive and partial remnants of un- 
known animals, have proceeded to their reconstruction ; 
the conditions of existence constitute necessary rdaUons of 
form, whereas the perversion of our moral nature is not 
necessarily a condition of insanity. Moral obliquity may 
act as a cause of a pathological condition of the brain, and 
produce a mental disease. Besumine my propositions, I 
believe, with the majority of American psydiopathists, 
that moral insanity is a term in opposition to the nature 
of the disease, and conveying a false noUon to jurist and 
physician. 

In a future communication I intend to review the 
remainder of Mr. W.*s paper on testamentary capacity. 



NITROUS OXIDE, OR "LAUGHING GAS" 

AS AN AN^fiSTHSnC, 

WITH SOME OBSERVATIONS UPON CHLOBOFOBM AND ETHER 

FOR THE SAME PURPOSE. 

By a. WESTCOTT, M.D., D.D.a, 

or •TEAOUtK, V. T. 

The great interest which has of late been manifested rela- 
tive to the nitrous oxide, or " bughing eas,** not only by 
our profession but by the communitj^ at large, has led me 
to feel that some more careful exposition should be made 
of its properties and effects than I have seen in any medi- 
cal or dental journal. One would be led to believe, from a 
host of testimony (if assertions made in advertisements can 
be regarded as testimony), that this gas is not only harmless 
under all circumstances and '* in every stage or disease," 
but that its ansssthetic effect is far superior to that of chlo- 
roform or ether, and hence it should supersede both of 
these articles for this purpose. For this conclusion I have 
seen really no reason given except assertions, and these 
mainly confined to the advertisements of those who in my 
judgment are very poorly qualified, either from medical 
skiU or chemical knowledge, to give an opinion, and whose 
conscientiousness seems to be more deficient than either. 
No one can deny that even these, sent broadcast as they 
are throughout the land, do very much towards forming 
public opinion ; and the question arises— Does either the 
medical or dental profession do itself justice in thus keep- 
ing silence, and allowing empirics not only to form public 
sentiment m regard to such powerful agents, but in fact to 
control their administration ? Certainly neither of these 
professions should complain of public sentiment in regard 
to any branch of either profession while the intelligent 
members of both decline to take an v measures to counter- 
act such a state of things. Most of these advertisers can 
command " editorials,** written by themselves, in our pub- 
lic prints by paving for them, and thus have Uieir asser- 
tions endorsed by what seems to be respectable authority, 
till the whole pubhc mind becomes poisoned with what 
may be the mc^ absurd theories and practices. Nor is 
then: medium of communication confined to />vMie journals, 
as may be seen from the following most remarkable quota- 
tion from the N. Y. Dental Journal, and which I conchide 
to be editorial : — " We are under the necessity of believing 
that the world still progresses, in a dental point of view, 
by the introduction of nitrous oxide, as dentists are not 
afraid to take their own antesthetic We must confess that 
chloroform or ether we were unwilling to take ourselves, 
and never did to insensibility, and never gave it with entire 
freedom from apprehension. But nitrous oxide we have 
often taken for our own satisfaction, without the slightest 
deleterious effects, and the pleasurable sensations we feel 
are beyond description. In fact it renders the much needid 
exttaeOon of MA a pastime qf pteasure and hm^ppinettC' 
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I have lately seen several articles in different public jour- 
nals of this character upon the nitrous oxide or " laughing 
gas," and the reasoning in each was essentially thus — 
** This gas, being composed of the very elements of the air, 
oxygen and nitrogen, it is of course perfectly harmless, 
and containing a larger proportion of oxygen than the 
atmosphere, it is hence not merely more exhilarating, but 
more nealthful" Now these positions, supported by such 
reasoning, are not merely fallacious but absurd ; they imply 
a most profound ignorance of the laws of chemical aflSnity, 
and if uiese constitute the basis of experiments upon tfie 
human system, become as dangerous as absurd. There 
are few so ignorant as not to understand that the oxygen 
of the air is absolutely necessary to support life, and jJso 
the necessity of its being diluted with nitrogen. Now, 
while the former would prove too sUmvlaHng (not exhila- 
rating) if breathed in the pure state, the latter would de- 
stroy life still sooner by reason of its possessing no life- 
supporting quality. But these miSsDe(2 (not chemically com- 
bined), as in the atmosphere, in proportion of one of oxy- 
een to three of nitrogen, constitute a medium just fitted 
lor respiration. 

The fallacy and absurdity of the reasoning above alluded 
to comes of blending a mere mixture, where each gas re- 
tains its own elemental properties, with a chemical combi- 
nation where both elements are absorbed in a new com- 
pound, differing essentially in all its properties from either 
element. In any mere mixture we may always calculate 
with certainty the result on knowing the nature and pro- 
portion of each of the constituents. Milk, spirits, or any 
other article mixed with water does not lose any of its 
own properties, but is simply diluted. Precisely so is it 
with the oxygen of the air. It is simply diluted with 
nitrogen, a gas having, as a simple substance, no active pro- 
perty, but the case stands very different when these ele- 
ments are combined chemicaUy. By the agency of chemi- 
cal affinity the most simple elements result in the most 
acrid compounds ; and on the other hand, the most acrid 
substances form the most harmless and inert compounds. 
An example of the former we have in the union of oxygen 
and nitrogen (" simply the elements of the air we breathe*') 
which results in nitric acid, and of the latter in the union 
of sulphuric acid and lime, resulting in that tasteless and 
harmless substance, plaster of Pans. To illustrate the 
enHre aniagonum between a compound and its constitu- 
ents, we can refer to none more striking than that pro- 
duced by the union of oxygen and hydrogen ,* while the 
former is the great and almost the only supporter of com- 
bustion, the latter will not support combustion, but is one 
of the most inflammable of ail substances; the resulting 
compound of the chemical union of these two gases is wcUeVy 
a fiUDstance wholly antagonistic in all its properties to both 
of its elements. Now it would be just. as rational for one 
to contend, while drinking water or breathing its vapor, 
that he was drinking or breathing oxygen or hydrogen, as 
to say that he was breathing oxygen when it was chemi- 
cally combined with any other substance. The universal 
law of chemistry is, that whenever any two substances are 
united by chemical affinity, the properties of both are 
changed, and the result is a third substance differing from 
either, and that the elements in such compounds cannot 
act in their individual capacity till a positive decomposition 
is effected. And hence the perfect absurdity of supposing 
that we are breathing oxygen simply because we may be 
inhaling something containing oxygen as a chemical con- 
stituent. 

These examples might be multiplied ad wfinitumj but I 
shall offer but one other, which will not only illustiate re- 
markable changes wrought by chemical affinity between 
dij/hrerU substances, but where an equallv surprising result 
is obtained 6y combining the same stistancea simply in 
^^ diftreni proportions^'' and I can offer no better example 
than is seen in these very gases— oxvgen and nitrogen — in 
the different proportions in which they are capable of be- 
ing united. Bearing in mind the nature and properties of 



these two gases, as simple substances, or when they are 
simply mixed, as in the atmosphere, let us see what changes 
are wrought by chemicaUy combining them and in differ- 
ent proportions. 

These two gases are capable of being combined in five 
different proportions : 

Proportion. Beralt 

1st. Oxygen 1, Nitrogen 1 — ^Nitrous Oxide^paughine 

gas] 
. 1 — ^Nitric Oxide. 



2d. 
3d. 
4th. 
5th. 



u 
it 
u 
t{ 



2, 
3, 

6. 



U 
U 

u 
u 



1 — Hypo-nitrous acid. 
1 — Nitrous Acid. 



1 — ^Nitric Acid— [aqua fortis.] 

It is not necessary to despribe the peculiar qualities of all 
of these compounds. It is sufficient to say that while one 
proportion of oxygen and one of nitrogen, chemically com^ 
hinedf form the exhilarating or Laughing Gas, two pro- 
portions of oxygen, with the same amount of nitrogen, 
form the Nitric Oxide gas, a single inspiration of which 
would destroy life almost instantly. And five proportions 
of oxygen with one proportion of nitrogen, constitute Ni- 
tric Acid, or aqua fortis — a substance not tolerated by any 
part of the human system for a single moment 

But if the theory above alluded to be correct, viz. " The 
more oxygen a compound contains the more healthful and 
exhilaraUng it becomes," and (his is the one sought to 
be impressed upon the public mind, then nitric acid, con- 
taining five times the relative amount of oxygen that ni- 
trous oxide does, should be five times as healtmul and exhi- 
larating as the latter gas ! 

The upshot of this whole matter is simply this : no man, 
however good a chemist he may be^ can predict the nature 
of a compound by any study of its elements, much less 
its effect upon the human system. This is to be done, and 
only to be done, by actual experiment. The chemist who 
first discovered that the combination of one equivalent of 
each of the two gases, oxygen and nitrogen, constitutes the 
exhilarating gas, was of course entirely familiar with the 
nature and properties of both of its constituents, and yet he 
was doubtiess not a little surprised to find tne resulting 
compound was of such a character, nor could his surprise 
have been less when he found that simply by doubling the 
amount of oxygen the resulting compound was of a most 
deadly character as regards its effects upon the human sys- 
tem. There are now three substances m use as ansesthetic 
agents, viz. sulphuric ether, chloroform, and nitrous oxide 
— the chemical composition of each of which is as follows : 

Nitrous oxide is composed of— Nitrogen 1 proportion, 
oxygen 1 proportion. 

Sulphuric ether — Carbon 4 proportions, hydrogen 5 pro- 
portions, oxygen 1 proportion. 

Chloroform— Carbon 2 proportions, hydrogen 1 propor- 
tion, chlorine 3 proportions. 

From the above it will be seen that inasmuch as the 
effect of each of these upon the human system is essen- 
tially the same, no judgment can be based upon their com- 
position as to their nature in this relation. While the 
nitrous oxide is one-half oxygen, ether contains but one- 
tenth, and chloroform not one particle of oxygen. The 
question now naturally arises what is the effect of the ni- 
trous oxide as shown by actual experiment ? I answer in 
general terms by comparison. 

H is esserdiaUy the same as that produced by chlorojorm 
or ethcTj with at least two drawbacks against it, which I 
shall hereafter point out. The first effect of any and of aU 
of these agents is to produce great and rapid excitement 
throughout the whole system — the Wood-vessels are en- 
larged, and the blood circulates with nearly or quite double 
its usual rapidity. When this exhilarating stage has reach- 
ed its height, a stupor gradually supervenes, and the pulse 
correspondingly lessens, till frecjucntly it becomes fright- 
fully slow and weak. xTow it is very easy to account for 
this rapid exhilaration. A stimulant taken into the stomach 
as ardent spirits, has to pass through the ordinary channels 
of digestion before it reiu;hes the brain, but this, being ab- 
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eorbed by the blood, as it passes through the lungs, is taken 
almost instantly to the brain. But as to how it produces 
its ansssthetic effect?, or entire insensibility to pain, is a 
<^uestion far more difficult of solution. There are two theo- 
ries upon this point ; the one accounts for the phenomenon 
by supposing tnat the extraordinary amount of blood car- 
ried to the brain produces actual compression upon this or- 
gan, and that the effect is the same as if the skull were 
actually depressed, which always produces insensibility. 

Prof. Simpson, of Edinburgbu who first introduced chlo- 
roform into surgical and dental practice, accounts for this 
result by ascribing it to its pecuhar effect upon the nervous 
system. He contends that those nerves which control mo- 
tion are first affected by it, those of sensation next, and 
that it may, under peculiar circumstances, reach and paralyse 
the vital nerves, in which case instant death must ensue. 
But it matters very little which theory we adopt, either in 
regard to its anse^ilietic or fatal effects, as the modus ope- 
randi in producing them is essentially the same in each of 
the three ; and as a legitimate conclusion, it follows that if 
there is in any given case any good reason why ether or 
chloroform should not be used, there must be a still stronger 
one for avoiding the nitrous oxide gas. Neither of tbem if 

Sure is, strictly speaking, poisonous, yet each of them will 
estroy life. My own view of these artides is this : that 
tmy agent capable of producing so unnatural a state, in so 
short a time, must neoessarily thoroughly test the soundness 
of all who have this test applied. Mid if they have any phy- 
ncal ailments or defects, it will be quite sure to fipd them. 
It hardly need be added, that the employment of such 
agents should be confined to those thoroughly skilled in 
medical science, and, at that, used with the utmost caution. 
In regard to the comparative ^ect of these three sub- 
stances respectively, my conviction is, that while the nitrous 
oxide is by far the most exhilarating, its ansosthetic effects 
are greatly inferior to either of the others. 

iTo be OfnUmud,) 



ON THE VALUE OP LOCAL TREATMENT IN 

CHRONIC DIARRHCEA AND DYSENTERY. 

By HENRY M. LYMAN, M.D., 

or CHIOAOO, XLLorou. 

While waiting, yesterday, for a train at a railway station 
near this city, my attention was attracted to tide history of 
his experience with which a lieutenant of the 7th Kansas 
Cavalry Regiment was entertaining an acquaintance. This 
officer was a tall, robust man iq the prime of life, in 
perfect health, at home on furlough with his regiment 
which had lately re-enlisted in the veteran corps. .For 
more than two ^rears he had been in active service, /ay- 
hawhng in the wildest regions of the south-west. It was a 
life he enjoyed, so fiill of excitement and activity. He had 
served as a volunteer through the war with Mexico, when 
a very young man, and had passed through all the risks of 
those perilous campainis, without wound or sickness of any 
kind, till the arrival of his regiment in New Orleans at the 
dose of the war. He was t]bere attacked with diarrhoea, 
which remained unchecked, and soon became chronic — the 
regular camp dysentimf. Treatment seemed to produce no 
effect ; several physicians abandoned the case in despair ; 
«nd after several months had gone by, death seemed immi- 
nent From about one hundred and sixty pounds, his 
weight had fidlen to ninety pounds, and emaciation was 
still progressing. One day, however, as he was brooding 
over his sufferings and wretched condition, he became im- 
pressed with the idea that if he '^ could be thoroughly 
greased inside," he would get well He at once procured 
» quantity of castor oU, ana swallowed a tumblenuL No 
{Hirgative effect was produced by this draught, only a por- 
tion of the oil was voided unchanged the next morning. 
This application, for it was nothing else, afforded great 
relief, and was r^)eated every day. Recovery commenced 
ioDunediately, and in a few weeks* time was complete, and 
has never been followed by any return of the cBsease. 



My own observations, while on duty in the hospitals At 
Nasliville, taught me the great value of castor oil in the 
great majority of cases of cnrottio disease of the intestines. 
One case, a hospital orderly, who was with me five months 
after his recovery, had suffered four months with a diarrhoea 
which had reduced his flesh " nearly one-half," he said. A 
few doses of castor oil and laudanum relieved him completely, 
and he experienced no further trouble while unaer my 
observation. In the management of these cases in ho^itsl 
practice, much depends upon the nurse. In most of the 
wards I found dysentery and diarrhoea very intractable, but 
I had one nurse whose patients nearly aU recovered. 
When castor oil was ordered in his ward, it was taken; and 
when an injection was prescribed, it was always adminis- 
tered, no matter how great the reluctance of the patient to 
submit to an operation which our western soldiers seemed 
to dread more than the loss of blood. The treatment which 
we found most successful consisted in perfect rest^ total 
abstinence from water, counter-irritant applications to the 
abdomen, cholagogues pro re nata. castor oil combined wi^ 
laudanum. When there was mu<m pain and frequent ejfll^ 
tions, when the colon was diseasea, starch enemata, con- 
taining oxide of zinc, and morphia or belladonna, were Used. 
When there was pain in the sigmoid flexure, attended with 
purulent discharges, we derived great benefit from the use of 
tr. iodin. co.^ dissolved with a small portion of extract of 
belladonna m glvcerine^ and carried to the seat of disease 
through a long, flexible mjecting pipe. In this way an offi- 
cer, attached to the staff of Maj.-Oen. Rosecrans, was cured 
of ulceration of the sigmoid flexure. His military zeal, how- 
ever, carried him too soon again into active service ; and a(ter 
a few months of exposure and fiitigue, the disease was 
revived, and will probably continue to harass its victim, ao 
long as his restless energy continues to interfere with tiiat 

Srfect repose without which all medication is n.sele8S. 
ore fortunate was another of the officers of the same staff, 
who came home, fi-om the war in Mexico, I think^ with a 
chronic dysentery, which resisted all the usual forms of 
treatment, and was rapidly destroying him. With diarao- 
teristic decision this gentleman at length made up his mind 
that '' this thing must be stopped ;" so, having purchased a 
syringe and a quantity of excellent brandy, he shut himsdf 
up at home and proceeded to fill his colon with the undiluted 
liquor every night and morning. At the end of three 
weeks he was well, and has been well ever since. This nugr 
seem like heroic treatment ; it was certainly endured with 
heroic fortitude, for the pain attending each injection was 
terrific ; " it was like throwing liquid me into the bowels.'^ 
Chkuao, HL, F«k n, 1864. 

CoLLonnnc for thb Stino or Wasps. — ^Dr. Muhvi gives 
the following: — About a week ago, on removing the oover 
of a warm- water reservoir, in the lofl of one of my houses, 
I was stung by a wasp in the first joint of my right index, 
a Httle below the nail. The pain was intense, and inflam- 
mation set in immediately. Before I reached my office 
the joint had swollen considerably. Instinctively— d might 
almost say so, though I thought of the action of the ether 
— ^I seized a vial with collodium, and covered the injured 
place all over, when, to my surprise, the pain left immedi- 
ately, the swelling subsided, and a minute after I had i^o 
other unusual feehng in the joint than that of the contrac- 
tion caused by the drying collodium. When after two or 
three days the latter bad been removed, I could see the 
dark spot where the sting had entered, but did not dis- 
cover the sting, which had not been left in the wound. I 
do not know whether my accidental discovery is new, but 
I thought if it were unknown, it was interestmg enough to 
be communicated. 

M. HoMOLLi has found the following powder effieacious 
in two cases where obstinate constipation had raised the 
question of operation for wtificial anus : — Powdered strych* 
nine, ^th gr. ; powdered nux vomica, Jth gr. : oaldned mag- 
nesia. 6 grs. — Mix. One powder a ^ay at nrst| then two 
and finaUv three per dienu—Xofictf^. 
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ACUPRESSURE. 

Dr. Simpson, in one of his clinical lectures, draws the fol- 
lowing comparison between the ligature and acupres- 
sure: — 



The Ligature. 

1. Requires isolation, and 
oonsequenUy some detach- 
ment of the end of the vessel. 

2. Produces laceration of 
the two internal coats of the 
•rtery. 

3. Produces St rangulation 
of the external coat 

^, Leads on to ulceration 
OT molecular destruction of 
the external coat of the con- 
stricted part 

5. CSausetJ mortification of 
Hm artery at the tied point, 
and usuaUy also below it 

6. Produces, consequent- 
ly, a dead, decomposing 
stough of each part liga- 
tureid. 

7. If organic, it imbibes 
animal fluids, which q>eedily 
decompose and irritate. 

8. Requires to produce 
the highest stages ofinflam- 
mation at each ligatured 
end, viz. ulceration, suppu- 
ration, and mortification. 

9. Is not removable ex- 
cept by the slow ulceration 
and sloughing of the liga- 
tured vessel, which requires 
a period of from four or hye 
to twenty days and more. 

10. Gfenerally requires 
two persons for its applica- 
tion. 

11. Is sometimes followed 



Acupressure. 
Requires none. 

Produces none. 

Produces none. 
Produces none. 



Produces none. 



Produces none. 



Requires only metallic 
needles or threads, which 
are incapable of imbibing 
animal fluids. 

Requires to produce in- 
flammatiun up to the stage 
of adhesion only. 

Is removable in an hour, a 
day, etc, at the will of the 
operator. 



Requires only one person. 



Is seldom followed by this 

by secondary hemorrhage, form of secondary hemor- 
as an eStsct of ulceration and rhage, as there is no ulcera- 
tion or dou^inff. 

Has succeeded under such 
circumstances where the li- 
gature has fiiiled. 

Does not necessarily re- 
quire the exposure of the 
vessel, and, therefore, has 
sometimes prevented the ne- 
cessity of using the knife. 

Is eaily withdrawn, and is 
hence far less opposed to 
primary union. 



sloughing. 

12. Sometimes fails alto- 
gether in cases of recurring 
secondary hssmorrhage. 

13. Sometimes cannot be 
applied till the surgeon first 
exposes the bleeding vessels 
by the knife. 

. 14. Prevents, as a foreign 
body, adhesion by first in- 
tention along its track as 
long as it remains. 

1& Stops only the artery 
tied. 

16.- Stops only one artery. 

17. Is not unfirequently 
followed by surgical fever, 
from leadinff to the forma- 
tion, and allowing absorp-J 
tion of septic matters. ^ « 



Stops generally both ar- 
tery and vein. 

ifay dose two or mote 
smaller arterier, by means of 
a single needle. 

Is much less likely to be 
fc^owed by surgical fever, 
because it does not lead to 
the formation of septic mat- 
ter, and closes the veins as 
well as arteries^ 



18. For these various rea- 
sons, primary union rare, 
heuling slow, and septic or 
surgical fever not uncom- 
mon. 



Primary union more fre- 
quent, healing quicker, and 
septic or surgical fever less 
common. 



gtforts of Sonttifs. 



NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Btatxd MBcmro, Nor. 11, 16S4. 

DB. D. 8. CON ANT, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

iObncludtd from page ItS.) 

Dr. Bauer 8 specimen. 

Dr. CoNAifT was disposed to think that the case was not 
one of fiacture, inasmuch as tlie bodies of two or three of 
the vertebrss were absorbed, and that there was no attempt 
at anchylosis at the end of a period of three years. 
Then again there should be a paralysis of the lower extre- 
mities immediate y following the accident. 

Dr. Bauer contended that the bodies of the vertebras 
were not destroyed^ and ar^ed that the non-union was 
caused by long-continued irritation. As evidence of the 
traumatic origin of the lesion he instanced the fact, that the 
application ot an apparatus was attended with instant re- 
lief. 

Dr. Cokavt remarked that the application of an appara- 
tuft in cases dependent upon constitutional disease was also 
followed by such a result 

Dr. Parker was also disinclined to the idea of fracture 
having existed at all, as there were no data for founding 
such an opinion. 

INTERESTINO CASE OF RENAL MSBASE. 

Dr. Elliot presented a pair of kidneys taken fh>m a 
multipara, who entered Bellevue Hospital on the Thursday 
before. At the time of her admission she was in her eighth 
month of pregnancy with her sixth child. She never had 
trouble with previous confinements. She was exceedingly 
drowsy, and answered questions very unsatisfactorily. As 
the result of persistent questioning, it was ascertained that 
she had suffered from dizziness during a previous preg- 
nancy, and that a few years ago she haid been subject to a 
puflSness about the face and hands in the rooming. The 
pulse was 100, and quite feeble. The left pupil was some- 
what dilated, and contracted sluggishly under the influence 
of light, as compared with the other. On the Sunday be- 
fore, while rising from the breakfast table, she became sud- 
denly paralysed on her led side ; sensibility of the side was 
very defective ; tickling of the foot, however, produced the 
customary jactitation. The urine presented a moderate 
amount of albumen, and had a specific gravity of .1020, and 
was normal in color. Examined microscopically by Dr. 
Francis Delafield, it showed no evidences of casts, but there 
was a considerable amount of blood present. The urine 
dribbled from her, the bladder not being distended, and the 
secretion was caught by a cup pUced between the thighs. 
The OS was dilated to the size of half a dollar, but not di- 
latable. The fcBtal head could be detected within the oe^ 
presenting in the first position, the sum mum of intensity 
of the tbetal heart was upon the left side. 

On the suspicion that tne ca»e might be one of anemia, 
and tbreatenmg convulsions, the necessity for inducinjy^ pre- 
mature labor was seriously thought of. A saline c:ithtf tie 
was administered on Thursday with the effect of brighten- 
ing her intellect on the day following. There was, how- 
ever, still a good deal of jactitation present, though tins 
condition was not persistent On Saturday she was so mudi 
improved that it was decided to defer the induction of the 
premature labor, in hopes that the case was not so serious 
a one as was first supposed. It was then thought that the 
bloody urine might be due to simple ooi^estiott of 
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, the kidney, and in that view Dr. Mola was directed to ap- 
ply wet cups to the lumbar region, and in ca^e she bore tne 
remedy well, to apply them also to the back of the neck. 
Dr. Mola came to the conclusion very properly, after the 
fii-st application of cups, not to repeat them. The patient 
passed the night as usual, and in tne morning, by the help 
of the attendant, was able to sit up in bed. Shortly aAer 
she lay down, and without any warning the liquor amnii 
escaped, followed by the child, and when the nurse, who 
was only a few feet distant from her, came to the bed, she 
found the child, placenta and all, between the thighs of the 
patient Some clots followed ; firm pressure was made upon 
the uierus ; and Dr. Mola being sent for, arrived imme- 
diately. Dr. Mola found the uterus well contracted, and 
inmiediately resorted to the best possible means to guard 
against haemorrhage. When Dr. Elliot saw the case in 
the course of the day, she was breathing automatically, and 
died soon afler. 

AtUop$y, — The head being examined, there was an undue 
amount of sub-arachnoid nuid. The arachnoid membrane 
was opalescent. The two lateral ventricles also contained 
an abnormal amount of fluid. The choroid plexus was pale. 
About the fissure of SyWius there was evident softening of 
the brain substance. There were slight adhesions in the 
chest, and there was also fluid in the pericardium. The 
right kidney, weighing about four ounces, contained a 
cavity occupied by a whey-like fluid, while the walls of this 
cavity were extremely thin, reducing the organ almost to 
the condition of a multilocular c^t. The ureter leading 
from y^e kidney was also filled with the same material, and 
was increased m calibre. This tube being cut off a short 
distance below, was not followed further. In one of the 
pouches of the kidney was found a small renal calculus. 
Dt, £Uiot*8 theory was, that a calculus had at one time 
escaped from the kidney and become arrested at its en- 
trance into the bladder, causing thereby dilatation of the 
ureter and pelvis of the kidney, and lastly, by the accumu- 
lation of the matter causing abBorption of the substance of 
the gland. The other kidney weighed seven ounces and was 
perlectly healthy, bting abundantly able, to all appearance, 
to perform the excretory function allotted to it. 

Dr. Elliot ascribed the presence of albumen in the urine 
to the muco-purulent fluid found in the ureter and pelvis of 
the right kianey. He was of tlie belief that the patient 
would have recovered, had she not been at the time of par- 
turition in such an anemic state that she was unable to bear 
the loss of the usual amount of blood. He could not ex- 
plain the head synptoms or paralysis in any other way, 
save upon the supposition that the tissue remaining in the 
right and existing m Uie left kidney was not sufficient to 
excrete the necessary amount of urea. The tissue of both 
kidneys was in a perfectly healthy state. 

Dr. Post presented the stump of the limb of a man that 
had been wounded through the ankle at the battle of Get- 
tysburgh. The leg was amputated midway between the 
Isnkle and knee. Dr. Post saw the case a short time since, 
and found the leg flexed t^t neariy a right angle, ahd the 
tibia in a state of necrosia Under the circumstance he 
concluded that it was best to re-amputate the leg at the 
place of election, which he did. The posterior tibial nerve 
was found gangliform and expanded at the extremity of the 
stump as usual The sequestrum extended fl'om the free 
extremity of the stump to the point of amputation. A por- 
tion of the healthy compact tissue was removed to snow 
- the position of tlie necrosis in the substance of the shaft. 

Dr. Markoi remarked, that the sequestrum was not a 
tubular one, as is found often in the os brachii and femur, 
due to the division of the nutrient artery of the bone. 

CTAVOfllB ntOM MALTORMAnON OF THB LXTT yENTRICLI. 

Dr. Lbwis Smith presented a heart removed from an infant 
88 hours old. On the 21st of October he was called to a 
woman in confinement with her second child. The labor 
terminated fietvorably. The child was resuscitated without 
difBeoUy; its cries were strong, and its color was nstarsl 



Thirty-six hours after, Dr. Smith was called to see the child, 
which was livid, gasping for breath, the respirations being 
sixty per minute, and the pulse 140. He learned tliat 
shortly after his first visit, the child began to breathe irre-' 
gularly, and that finally the symptoms of suffocation fairly 
declared themselves. The litUe one died three hours after- 
wards. 

At the autopsy the lungs were found solid throughout, 
except at their anterior margin, a remarkable circumstance, 
inasmuch as the child cried during naost of tlie night be- 
fore. The right side of the heart was normal, the ductus 
arteriosus was larce, and contained none of the fibrinous 
clots which close &e artery. On the left side of the heart 
was found an interesting malformation ; in the place of the 
ventricle was a small cavity lined by a dense fibrinous sub- 
stance, and that covered by the endocardium. There were 
no column® camesB nor chordss tendineas. The cavity 
would only hold 25 minims. The aorta is also rery smalL 

The Society then adjourned. 



^mtriran gltMcal STimts. 



SATURDAT, MARCH 26, 1864. 

RECIPROCITY OF l^EDICAL SERVICES BETWEEN 

BELUGERENTS. 

At the very commencement of our great national struggle 
we advocated the establishment of such a regulation or 
understanding between the contendinj^ armies as would 
secure the entire exemption of the medical officers, hospi- 
tals, and medical stores fn>m seizure, or even from inter- 
ference. The first battle of Bull Run disclosed the horrors 
of a battle-field where the sacred mission of our profession 
is disregarded, and where the surgeon is treated as a com- 
batant. A few heroic surgeons resolved to sacrifice all in 
behalf of the wounded, and remained courageously at 
their poets during the terrible panic, laboring to mitigate 
the sufferings of those who had fallen. In the midst of 
their humane efforts they were seised as prisoners, con- 
veyed to headquarters, and compelled to give their parole 
before they could return to their duty. In some cases 
several days elapsed before the surgeon was permitted to 
resume his care of the wounded. In all cases their instnf- 
ments, medicines, and medical stores were seised and 
appropriated. When the wounded had all been cared for, 
the Federal surgeons were sent to Richmond, where they 
remained several months before they were allowed to 
return home. Several died in prison, and their memories 
should ever be held in grateful remembrance. 

The first proposition to open negotiations with the rebel 
authorities for the purpose of securing a reciprocity of me- 
dical and surgical services was made previous to tliis bat- 
tle, at the Surgical Section of the Academy of Medicine, at 
the suggestion, we believe, of Db. Hexry S. Uswit, of this 
city, formerly a distinguished member of the medical staff 
of the Regular Army, and now the senior surgeon of the 
volunteer staff. Holding most enlightened opinions of the 
mission of the medical staff as the conservator of human 
life, in whatever position or condition it is found in peril, 
Db. Hxwit has labored zealonsly and strenuously to further 
this most humane object. At one period he obtained con- 
sent of the Commanding General to visit the enemy under 
a flag of truce, sod arrange the details of a reciprodtj of 
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medical serrice, but he was recalled before he reached the 
rebel lines. 

The proposition has never been rei^ived with that favor 
which its importance deserves by our own general officers. 
They have constantly manifested either great indififerenoe 
or a fear of yielding what was not due, or of being over- 
reached in the arrangement But that such a negotiation 
is possible, and that its results may be most satisfactory, 
we have historical evidence. Among the interesting deve- 
lopments made by the Ckimmittee of the International 
Oonference, assembled at Oenevaf to examine the means 
of supplying the deficiencies of the sanitary departments of 
armies in the field, is that relating to the reciprocity of 
medical aervioes. A* London contemporary makes the 
following extract fix>m the report : — " During the war of 
the Austrian succession, Marshal de Noailles, commander- 
in-chief of the French army, concluded an arrangement 
at Aschafienburg with Lord Stair, commander-in-chief of 
the English army, 'by which they engaged to regard hos- 
pitals as sanctuaries, and to protect them mutually. This 
engagement was strictly fulfilled during the war. On 
the 6th of February, 1759, a similar engagement was con- 
cluded in Flanders between General Conway for the King 
of Great Britain and the Marquis de Barrail for the King 
of France. The treaty concluded between the King of 
France and Frederick the Great of Prussia on the 7th 
of September, 1759, contains a dause by which the 
contracting parties bind themselves to take care of the 
wounded, to provide them with food and medicine, 
that their physicians and servants shall be permitted to 
attend them with a passport from their general, and that 
all wounded shall be sent home either by land or water, as 
may best suit them, with the s<^e condition that the 
wounded prisoners shall not serve until they have been 
exchanged ; also that the sick in hospital shall not be made 
prisoners, but when recovered shall be sent home by the 
^ortest road. The same rule applied to commissaries, 
chaplains, physicians and surgeons, i^thecaries, and hospi- 
tal attendants. General Moreau, commander-in-chief of 
the French army in the year 1800, prepared a similar 
treaty, and proposed it to General Kray, commander of 
tlie Austrian army, who refused to accede to it." 

Although our own authorities have never moved active- 
ly in this matter, there has still been that sense of the 
necessity of a just regard for the services of the medical staff, 
that surgeons have generally not been detained very long 
by either party. There has, however, been little or no 
regard paid to surgical instruments, medical stores, etc., 
and the consequence is that a vast amount of needless 
sobering has followed every battle. This is a subject 
which should still be agitated by the medical profession 
persistently, until the needed relief is obtained. 



KSW YORK OOniITT XEDICAL SOGIBTT OH HIALTH RIFORM. 

The Nbw York Couhtt Medical Sooiett stands as a living 
monument of the power of the medical profession in the 
Government of the State half a century ago. It was 
organized by statute law, with powers and privileges which 
gave it the control of the practice of physic in the county. 
The State, to an almost unlimited extent, constituted it the 
guardian of the health of the people, inasmuch as it was 
made the final arbiter in all questions affecting the purity 
and efficiency of the medical prt^nsion. No one can think 
it strange, therefore, that those who are interested in 



health reform should submit to this Society their plans, and 
ask its candid judgment and fi*iendly counsel. Accordingly 
at the last meeting of that Society a Health* Bill, drafted 
by Db, Willabd j^AKKER, Dr. Jambs R. Wood, Dr. Jambs 
Anderson, F. S. Winston, Esq., and other gentlemen of 
respectabiUty, was presented for its consideration and 
indorsement Will it be believed that this once powerful 
and influential Society placed itself in the leading strings 
of an employ^ of the City Inspector, listened with 
childlike credulity to his statements of the extraordinary 
healthfulness of New York, and accepted without a dis- 
senting voice hb sage advice to lay the Health Bill on the 
table, as it was a political measure, and so respectable a 
Society should not " meddle with politics." The New York 
County Medical Society has, after years of lifeless inacti- 
vity, recently shown signs of returning animation ; but in 
this action it gave unmistakable evidence of imbecility. 
No other medical organization would have listened for a 
moment to the specious statements of an agent of that 
sink of political, social, and official corruption, the City 
Inspector's Department. How infinitely more consistent 
is the coiurse of the Kings County Medical Society, which 
annually renews its youth, and not only maintains a high 
scientific reputation, but enters heartily into those great 
reforms designed to improve the social and physical condi- 
tion of the people. That Society early recognised the 
importance of health improvement^ and has cordially in- 
dorsed and actively aided the measures from time to time 
brought forward, and has thus nobly fulfilled the mission 
which the State imposed. We eommend to the New 
York County Medical Society the example of its sister 
Society, and also the following advice of the Father of 
American Medicine, Dr. Rush : — " Permit me to reeom- 
mend to you a regard to aUthe inlereits of your country. It 
was in Rome^ where mecUcme was pracUsed only by ^ves, 
thai physicians were condemned by iheir profession, * mutam 
exercere artem,* But in modem times and in free govemr 
ments they should disdain an ignoble silence upon pubUc sub* 
jectsr 

POPULAR X78E OP NTTROUB OXmE. 

We call the attention of our readers to the article on the 
Use of Nitrous Oxide, from the pen of Dr* A. WEffroon, 
of Syracuse, a gentleman of large experience, and one who 
evidently understands his subject. The efforts on the part 
of a few interested individuab to bring the " laughing gas** 
into common use for antesthetic purposes, has already pro- 
voked some discussion in the Medical and Dental Joxmaia ; 
and the fact that two deaths have recently oooorred through 
its employment, has disposed both the medical and dental 
professions to hesitate before lending their sanction to the 
support of a practice of so questionable, not to say dan- 
gerous a nature. When told that " laughing gas" difiers 
from the common air we breathe only in containii^ an 
additional portion of the life-supporting principle, It is not 
strange that the popular sentiment should be enlisted in its 
favor. This is especially the case with those who recog- 
nise no difference between a mere mecham'cal mixture and 
a chemical combination. To this portion of the subject 
Dr. Westcott has done flill justice. Aside from the two 
deaths reported, facts are not wanted to prove that inhala- 
tion of nitrous oxide, so far from being harmless, is posi- 
tively dangerous. Db. A. C. CAJfu^ of this city, rqpocts 
three such cases in a recent number of the Boston Medical 
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and Surgical Joumalj as coining under his immediate 
notice. In connexion with this subject we would beg 
leave to enteV our solemn protest against the too common 
practice of anaesthesia for the simple and instantaneous 
operation of extracting a single tooth. Every physician 
has seen some evil effects from this practice, whether the 
agent be jether, chloroform, nitrous oxide, or any of the 
various humbugs that have from time to time appeared in 
the shape of mesmerism, frozen gums, etc. Confine anaBS- 
thesia to the more serious operations, and let the agent be 
administered under proper restrictions, and it will truly 
prove a boon to the human race. 

BEALTH-OFFICER OF THE PORT OF NBW TORK.^ 

Oh the 19th inst Gov. Setmour nominated to the Senate Dr. 
John Swinbitrne, of Albany, for Health-Officer iij place of 
Dr. Gunk, and the Senate immediately confirmed the ap- 
pointment. Thus has closed the long contest to supplant 
Dr. Gunn, who has held his position during half the term of 
the present administration, though politically obnoxious to 
the Governor. The inability to remove Dr. G. was owing to 
a change in the law two or three years ago, which prevented 
the Governor from removing the Health-OflScer except 
during the session of the Legislature. But the Senate being 
'strongly Republican, it would heretofore have rejected 
any Democratic nominee of the Governor. The whole 
matter was finally *' fixed up" between the two factions; 
and in a moment Dr. Gijnn was removed and Dr. Swin- 
burne installed. Dr. Gunn has, we believe, administered 
the affairs of that office to the satisfactiop of the merchants 
of the city, and retires, we hope, with a fortune acquired 
from its emoluments. Dr. Swinburne brings to the office 
a high reputation for executive ability. We are glad to see 
this most important position at length fiJled by a man emi- 
nent in our profession. 

▲ female medical oolleoe. 
The Legislature of the State of New York has passed an 
act auUiorizing the New York Infirmary for Women to 
confer the degree of M.D. This Institution, which is under 
the charge of Miss Blaokwell, a regular graduate and a 
regular practitioner, must not be confounded with that 
m^ange of quackery known as the Female Medical College. 
The New York Infirmary is a well conducted institution, 
and has thus far done nothing in education except to train 
nurses. It is now the purpose to do more, and organize a 
systematic course of medical instruction, as in other medical 
colleges, and give diplomas when their education is com- 
pleted. The course of instruction will be the same as in 
other colleges. The faculty is not yet chosen, but it is 
designed to select the lecturers fi*om the best class in the 
profession. This school will be thoroughly regular in every 
respect, and it will be the effort, we learn, of the trustees 
to render the school worthy of the confidence of the pro- 
fession. 

X IdSAPPROPRIATION OF PUBUO FUNDS. 

The prosecution in the Oonrt-Martial upon Surgeon-Grene- 
ral Hammond has recently closed without establishing one 
of the charges set forth in the indictment against him. It 
is to be regretted that a quarter of a million of the public 
money should have been thus expended in a vain attempt 
to blast the reputation of an officer whose administration 
of one of the most important- Chyvemment Bureaux has 
dsallenged the admiration of the medical profession of this 
and foreign countries. 



€mtspnh]\tL 



HIGHER RANK OF ARMY MEDICAL OFFICERS. 

[To the Editor of the Axxkioait Mxoical TtHxe.] 

SiR-^I have observed in a recent number of the Medical 
TiMES^ an excellent article in relation to the prominent and 
important position which the medical profession, both in 
and out of the army, now hold in the estimation of the 
country. If we consider what the medical officers of the 
army have accomplished in the way of preserving the 
health of the troops, thus maintaining their efficiency, and 
keeping the percentage of sickness so small, notwithstand- 
ing the influence of climate and exposure, it must, I think, 
be acknowledged that they possess some claims upon the 
gratitude of the country. 

If we take, for example, the position of the Medical 
Director of the Army of the Potomac, which, in my opi- 
nioiL is next in importance to the General Commanding, 
we find him with the rank of Major only. It cannot be 
denied that the Army of the Potomac owes as much, if not 
more, to the Medical Director for its efficiency than to ail 
other causes. The sanitary measures carried into effect by 
him, and the admirable arrangements made by him for 
the sick and wounded, have made it what it is. 

I have endeavored, in various reports made, to have 
accorded to Medical Directors a rank commensurate with 
the importance of their duties, so as to enable them 
to have a voice in the Council of War, before all im- 
portant movements of an army are made. They are the 
best judges of the capabilities of the men, and the cha- 
racter of the marches and endurance required of them, 
compatible with their efficiency when their fighting quali- 
ties are wanted. 

As a general thing, if permitted, they would bring to a 
Council of War large and varied experience and know- 
ledge, valuable to all concerned. 

My object in writing to you is to suggest, that if you 
could devise some plan by which your able articles on the 
claims of medical officers could be seen by the members of 
the two Houses at Washington, they might serve a good 
purpose; otherwise, I presume, they will never be seen by 
them. 



Yours, ete. 



CiRoncKAn, O., Feb. S9, 1864. 



Surgeon, ir.S.A. 



VENTILATION OP IRON-CLADS. 

[To the Editor of the Amxxioak Mkoxoax. Tms.] 

Sir — Allow me to communicato an idea in regard to venti- 
lation of iron-clads. I think the same plan of ventilation 
that would suit a bouse would answer for the iron-clads : 
the rooms are to be considered the same as the decks, ana 
the principle carried outi will give sufficient ventilation. 
First, your openings for entrance of fresh air must be from 
the spar deck (or upper deck) by cylinders leading down to 
the hold, with branches leading to the decks (should there 
be more than one, such as main or gun-decks), one, two, three, 
or four on each side of upper decks, to allow the fresh air 
to enter from above ; and tnen a central tube perforated to 
reach to within a foot or two of the upper deck for Uie exit 
of the foul air, or the air » when exhausted of its vitality. 
Now, to obtain the constant current, the central tube should 
have above the perforations (between them and the upper 
deck) one or two chambers where a small stove, or fire, or 
any contrivance is placed to rarefy the air above and creato 
a vacuum or draught ; this rarefiskction, constantly going on, 
draws continually through the tubes^ for the admission of 
firesh ain a current of sufficient velocity to keep a sufficient 
supply for the crew of the boat ; of course, the greator the 
rarefiiction the larger the amount of draught* 

S. 
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TREATMENT OF SMALL-POX. 

[To tb« Editor of the Amsbkuii Midical Tiincs.] 

Sir — ^In connexion with the experiments and report on 

the use of Sarracenia Purpurea in variola, lately published 

in the MiofOAL Tiim, I would call your attention to a 

statement, that a great discovery is reported to have been 

recently made by a surgeon of the English army in China, 

in the way of an effectual cure of small-pox. The mode 

of treatment is as follows : — When the preceding fever is 

at its height^ and just before the eruption appears, the chest 

is rubbed with croton oil and tart emetic ointment This 

causes the whole of the eruption to appear on that part of 

the body, to the relief of the rest It also secures a full 

and complete eruption, and thus prevents the disease fVom 

attacking the internal organs. This is said to be now the 

established mode of treatment in the English army in 

Gbina, by general orders, and is regarded as a perfect cure. 

Will not Dr. Levings subject this also to the ordeal ? 

Tours, etc, 

Daioil Lord, M.D. 
HBrinmoif Cottaoi, 
Feb. S8, 1861 

TREATMENT OF DIARRH(EA. 

[To the Editor oi the Amvucah Mxdioal Tmn.] 

8iR*-0n the account of ill health, engendered from cH- 
mate, exposure, and hard toil, I was compelled to retire 
from the service. My resignation was accepted at New 
Orleans pome four weeks ago. As your most valuable 
and highly instructive *^ Medical Times'' is more thorough- 
ly circulated in the Army than any paper of the kind, I 
will give, for the benefit of your readers, and especially army 
surgeons, the following prescription for all forms of diar- 
rhoea : i Spts. nit dulc. 2 oz. ; tinct opii 1 oz. ; strych- 
nine 1 grain ; mix. 

From 30 to 40 drops four times a day. The marked 
tendency to tuthenia m all army diseases, and e^eciaUy 
diarrhoea, led me to use this prescription, the use or whicn 
was followed with the most happy results. 

lu fiict I had but little trouble with diarrhoea. A major- 
ity of the cases yielded in 48 hours. 

Yours, etc, 

C. W. Davis, M.D. 

Late Surgeon 34^ lauHi, 
IvMAXoLA, Iowa. 



PHILADELPHIA. 

Special Correspondence, 



ArrER a long silence, I resume my pen in the fond 
hope of appearing before your readers as % favored 
contributor to your columns. Our coll ges are just making 
their last efforts at sending Torth to the terrified world a 
host of embryo doctors, licensed '* to kill, bum, and de- 
stroy.** From all sources of information, I am led to the 
belief that there has been an unexpected looking up in the 
line of students, and consequently we may infer a corre- 
sponding increase in the number of the graduates. The va- 
rious lecturers have certainly worked as hard as ever, and 
the classes appeared more industrious than usual in their 
efforts to acquire a knowledge of the '* healing art** At 
present, we are blessed with but two colleges — the Jeffer- 
son ana the University, though there is an extra number of 
eclcictics, H id genue omne. The latter, by (the way, it 
would seem, flourish rather on account of the war, as in 
many instances an eclectic is preferred to a " a regular ; ** 
perhaps being willing to '* bleed ** more freely for an ap- 
pointment 

Our medical societies are all in a highly flourishing 
condition, their meetings being held monthly and bi- 
monthly, and well attended, the subjects before them tho- 
roughly and freely discussed, and every member showing 
an anxiety fiir knowledge, we hope it may continue, as 



there is vast room for improvement The venerable Col- 
lege of Physicians has at last a home, having built an edi- 
fice at the N.E. comer of 13th and Locust strj^ts, whidi is 
fire-proof, of pressed brick, and eminently uncouth in its 
outward appearance. The rooms are large and well appor- 
tioned, though a radical, and it would appear irremedi&le. 
error is felt m the presence of an echo, which destroys all 
pleasure in listening to a lecture or discussion. This is 
caused by a succession of small arches extending across the 
room, improving the ^pearaoce, but injuring the room for 
its principal purpose. On several occasions, I have found 
it impossible to keep the thread of the discussion^ and I am 
satisfied that the minority present were in a similar condi- 
tion, and inwardly groaned at the builders of the college 
I believe the '* Mutter Museum** is being rapidly placed in 
position for study, and, when completed, the Fdlows may 
feel proud of their position as a Medical Association. Re- 
cently, this society nave become more liberal in adding to 
their metnber^hip, and are rapidly increasing their numl^rs, 
thus obtaining an infiision of new and younger material, 
which cannot &il to have a good effect npon the Asso- 
ciatibn. Should they carry out all their suggestions, they 
will become a valuable adjunct in medical education, par- 
ticularly the education of graduates^ many of whom have 
regarded a diploma as finishing their course of study, and 
have remained content with their UtUe modicum of know- 
ledge. 

For some months considerable excitement has been 
caused in our community, both medical and otherwise, by 
what is familiarly called *' spotted fever.** Last fall a num- 
ber of deaths occurred in the north-western part of our 
city, known as Manayunk ; the disease seems to have 
spread generally throughout the city, and is now met 
with in all quarters. Nor is it confined to the city, as 
cases have reached us from Chicago and other parts of 
the West; in £ekH^ it is an epidemic p^vailing almost 
throughout the entire "North. What is it? Its symp- 
toms are severe but adynamic fever, sharp aud continued 
pain in the head, specially complained ot at the occiput 
and nape of the neck, great tendency to coma early in 
the disease, foUowed often by convulsions or opisthotonos, 
the head burrowing back in the pillow, sometimes the 
whole spine arched back Hke a bow, the bowels irregular, 
great loss of power, particularly in the nervous system, 
and death n^idly supervening. The tetanic convulsions 
and other symptoms cause many to regard it as the same 
disease which some years ago prevailed to a limited ex- 
tent in the West, and was denominated " epidemic teta- 
The profession is by no means a unit relative to its 



nus. 



nature. Some think it a blood disease, others cerebro- 
spinal meningitis, etc. Its vulgar name is derived from 
the eruption over the whole body of numerous purplish 
spots, varying in size from that of a small pin*snead to 
several inches in circumference. During its free discus- 
sion at our societies, I have drawn the inference that those 
are most successful who stimulate early and freely. Too 
oflen, time is not allowed for the institution of any treat- 
ment In this connexion I might remark, that there i^ 
peare at present an epidemic influence predisposing to 
adynamic affections, and particularly of the nervous sys- 
tem. Small-pox. wnich at one time was expected to be 
very prevalent auring the winter, in consequence of the 
coming home of so many of our furioughed men fh>m 
Washington, and other places where it was rife, has been 
kept at bay, perhaps, by the very ca^-eful vaccination which 
has been permrmed by our physicians, through fear of its 
approach. We cannot attribute it to our ciMn streets, as 
Philadelphia never was filthier, or looked more slovenly. 
A new inq>ector having been ap^inted, we hope for bet* 
ter things, but may be disappointed. 
Mareht,1861 
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UEETIKG OF UEMBEBS OF THE MEDICAL 
STAFF OF THE DEPAETMENT OF THE OHIO, 
KNOXTILLE, THJSN. 



Sir — At the request of the Medic*] Director of the Depart* 
iiient of the Ohio, members of the Medical Stiifr in and 
about this city assembled at Masonia Hall, at 7 o'clock 
P.M., on tbe 13th vdl. Sui^eon L. D. Gbibwold, of the 
103d Regt. O.V.I , was called to the Chair, and Daniel P. 
Batitton, Assl Surg., lOllb O.V.L, was requested to act as 
Secretary. 

8u[^eon Hrwn then being called upon, stated that the 
object he had in view in apjioinliiig the meeting was to 
elicit from tbe Staff on expression ot opinion in regard to 
the policy of organising a Military Medical Association, the 
chief um of which should be the elcTBtion of science and 
tbe roaintenaoce of the dignity and honor of the medical 
profession. After ststiog in a clear and concise manner 
the advantages which in bis belief would accrue from such 
an oi^aniiation, be concluded by expressing the hope that 
be mi^t hear from other gentlemen present upon the 
•ubject. 

L. D. Gbibwold, Surg., 103d O.V.I., Edwabd Shifpem, 
U.aV. Po*t Med. Dir., J. G. Hatchbt, U.S.V., Med. Dir., 
23d. A.C. and other gentlemen followed, all heartily en- 
dorMng the views of Sui^eon Hewit. 

On motion of Surgeon HATCorr a Committee was ap- 
ptnnted, with inHtnictions to draft a CoDstitution under 
which to form a permanent orgsoiuljos, and report at a 
fiiture meetmg. 

There being bo further business, the meeting adjourned 
to m«et again at 7 o'clock p.m., Wednesday, the 17th ult, 

Wtdnt.dD', Itth rebv, 1M4 

Tbe meeting of the Medical Staff assembled tbiseTening, 
pursuant to a^oumment, and wis called to order by tlie 
Chairman. The minutes of the last meeting were then 
read and adopted. The report of tbe Committee being 
next in order, the foHowing Constitution was read, and sub- 
mitted by the Chairman of the Committee : — 



We, the underwgned Medical OfBcers ot the army, on 
duty in this place and Department, hereby aaaociate our- 
•elvea into a Medical and Surgical Society, under the fol- 
lowing constitution and by-lawa, and pledge ourselves, eadt 
according to his ability, to promote and carry out (he inte- 
rests and objects of this association. 

1st. Tliis Society shall be called the Tripler MililaTy 
Uedical Society, in honor of Surgeon Chas. 8. Tripler, of 
the U.S. Army. 

2d. Its object shall be mutual improvement in scientific 
attunmenls; the collection and preservation of bets, and 
comparison of experience with reference to their bearing 
on profesnonal duty in the field and hospital ; the advance- 
ment of the honor and interests of the profession ; contri- 
buting to the historical records of the war, sod enriching 
tbe l^tional Museum of Pathology. 

3d. Its officers shall he a Preaident, Secretary, and Exe- 
cutive Committee, consisting of three. 

The President and Secretary shall be chosen by ballot 
The Executive Committee sbaU be appointed by the Pre- 
•idenL The President shall be chosen fl«m the surgeons 
of bonpitals or regiments. The Secretary shall be an 
Asal. Surgeon or Acting Asst Surgeon. The term of 
office shall be three months. 

4th. The duty of tbe Executive Committee shall be, to 
prepare and present subjectj of discussion, and to propose 
by-laws and amendments to by-laws. Tbe President ma; 
call a special meeting whenever it m» be his pleasure, by 
and with oonsent of two of the £5cccutiTe Cwmuittee. 



One Aaet Surgeon or Acting Asst. Surgeon, at least, 
shall always be a member of this Committee. It shall alto 
be arbiter in all questions of ethics. 

5tli. The eihius of this Society shall be the ethics of the 
American Medical Association. 

6th. All medical officers of the army, and contract phy- 
sicians serving in tlio Department, are members of thia 
Society. Ai\ physicisns of the conimunity, snd those 
engaged in a semi-official capacity, sre freely eligible as 
honurary members, and are refpecll'uHy Jnvtled w> attend the 
scientitic meetings. Hospit4Ll steward?, who are bona fid* 
students of medicine, are invited to be present at the meet- 
ing?, but will be expected to retire at the conuaenccment 
of the executive session. 

Tlh. The Medical Director may at any time request the 
President to adjourn the meeting for the purpose of calling 
an officis) meeting of the staff for mihtary purposes. 

8ih. Tbe recoids and papers of Ih.s Society fhall be 
careruily preserved by the Swietary, handed over to bis 
successor, snd on its expiration become the property of the 
Surgeon 'General's office. The weekly report oi' the meet- 
ing shall be sent io the Ahseican Medical Times lor pub- 
lication. This Constitution and By-Laws shall be pub- 
lished in two medical periodicals — one Western and one 
Eastern. 

9th. The medical officers of the difierent army corps in 
the department, when separated from the headquarters of 
tbe department, are recommended to form sub-sodetiea in 
correspondence with this body, and to forward their 
records for incorporation and final transmisssl to the Uedi* 
cal Bureau of tbe army. Meetings shall be weekly, or more 
frequently, as the Society may direct. Ail official papen 
received from Headquarters of tiie army, SurgeonAiene- 
ral and Assiettint Surgeon -General, affecting tbe common 
duty and interests, will be read at each meeting. 

On motion of Sutveon Ashman, of the 93d O.V.I., in 
charge of General Hospital No. 2, the Constitution was 
sccepted and adopted by sections. 

On motion of Surgeon Wolff, Acting Assistant-Surgeon, 
U.S.A., the Coustilution snd Preamble were then adopted 
as a whole, and the Committee discharged. 

Tbe naujes of the following gentlemen were then enndl- 
ed ss members of the Society : — 



Tbe election of officeis resul'ed ss follows, vis.: 

L. D. Gbibwold, Surgeon 103d O.V.I., President. 

Daniel T. Botktoh, Assislant-Sorgeon IMlh O.T.I., 
Secretary. 

The President then briefly sddressed the Society, thank- 
ing the gentlemen for tbe high honor they had been pleas- 
ed to confer npon him. And while he felt that a more 
competent person might have been selected, yet he yielded 
to none in point of professional zeal, and in the evnestoeas 
of his desire to promote the interests and carry out th« 
aims of the Association. 

The appointing of the Executive Committee being next 
in order, at the request of the President, it was agreed that 
he have until tbe next meeting to make the selections. 

On motion of Burgeon Hewit, the Prwuteiit was in- 
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Btntcted to request the Secretarjr to address » letter to 
Sui^eoii Gharlw S. Tripler, inrorming him that he has been 
maife an honorary member of the Society. ^ 

There being m yet no Executive Committee, the Presi- 
dent tvas requested to announce tiome subject for discusaion 
at the iMst meeting. Exsection, Besection, or Excision, was 
the subject proposed, and Surgeon Shippeo was invited to 
Opea the discussion. 

After the reading of official papere Trom Headquarters of 
the Army, and conversation upon various topics pertaining 
tA the Medical Department, on motion of Surgeon Aah- 
niHi, 93d O.V.I., Saturday evening was Sxed upon as the 
time for the weekly meetings of the Society, ana the meet- 
ing adjourned Ui meet again Saturday at seven o'ctocli p.ic 
L. D. Gbisivold, President 

Dakiel T, Botntoh, SecreUry. 



OUo. 

The loiinwinj 
MiinDKAdtd Kit 
ton th« B<»rd m "i""" 
18M:— JflMph LwniBTi, Mich 

'^Su'^ii Q^t'^r^t D-B. 

■or ifoipllml, EaniliirvouiDf DiBtilhnli 

Siiteeon F. O. BnelUni. V.S.V^ hu 
H<J«nlt»l, FortMonn*. Vn 

Surgeon Josluli Curtl», U.8,V, hu 






OBDERS, CHANGES, Ac 

. FreanUB, V.B.V^ la nranf oMers at QiibIiuuU, 

id Hogpltd StawudB of the Ge^lu Amy, 
"— "ill preeent IhemutTeB fnr ewmlr-"'- 
interrd u eoiivcne in (tola cltr, 
lei CTBrlen, Wllllun Logu, Edmnl Hit- 

been usl^ed ta cbuge of Ihe An- 

charge of the Cheupeaka 

beeo ordered to KnoirlUc, Teon^ 

Medical Dl- 



. ,, in the Hold, 

SarxroD R. V. Blchanlaoi 
rea««, Dlalrlot 1* Ctntiml h. 

Bnriaon Charles 0'Leiirv,Ii.B.V_ hia been relleri 
Chrlnlui Btreel lloapllnl. Phllulelpnla, Pa. 

Aulnlallt-SnrEe'.n Franklin UniBa, U.S.V.. baa bet 
ifliarieortheMatliie Oeneral H«j.tttl, Clneionotl.1>hlt 

Hvapltal Btewnrd Ji 



nufptUl, CI 



Upon tba naort at the Bovd Inetltnted by Speelil Field Orde 
«, iaatrj W, IMi Irooi Bt^ndquartan DtparimeM "' ■►- '■ — i- 
- '■ -endattoB of the Commanrtlng 



lonblf dlachargad 

daiaKo. 

iberUod, 



pwtniaBt, PrlTaCa Jameg 
Uy diKharged the Mrv] 

t^cnon Swiftirrt B. Hnnt. VA.V.. ta re'lTeTed from dalj- at the Kendti 
■raoa of IMiti-lbotion. war Alaiaodrla, Va.. and will proceed withou 

nerd K. C. Wood, U.fl.A, for awlirom™! tu dolj-. 

ganeon Oentga L, Haium, U.IS.V.. aa aooo u Ibe Board nf whloh b 
la a member, euoTtned at Uon*alaMli:Dt Camp. Va.. nov BendciToai <i 
Dlatrlboljon, near Alarandiii^ Vlh baa concladcd Fta labon, will repoi 
Id pannn to Burgeon K. O. Abbott, U.B.A, Uadlcal Dlreelor, at Waah 
iBlton, D.O.. tot asa]ffiiDie<it to dolj. 

Bonienn Charlei O'Lew?. U.aV.. now at Philadelphia, Fil, will n 
port b7 letter to Ibe Pniroac Manhal-Oenanl, U.S.A., for dnl; a 
meDber i^ a Boanl to be eonTened In that ctn, fur Ibe euoilaltloD t 
appUeanu lor eommii^an* and esminlailoiuid Oflloen already la th 
lU. InTiUd Caip>. 

Colonel Kdnr H. OTeiorT,»1at PennarlTanliTola., la aailgaedlolb 
Mnmaod oC Cheater Uoapllal. Chailer Peno., ig h>i« aa It maf ba oa* 
H * poioE at Bandearana tor Veteran Valnnldata. 



SttDicai ictos. 

TWELI-TH AnHUAI. ComiENCKMEHT OP TBE N. Y. OpBTHAL- 

uio School. — A few evenings since tlie twelfth Annual 
Commaticement of this inatiLution was held at thecbapelof 
the N, T. University. Tlie lecture room was crowded with 
I»diefl and gentlemen. The Rev. Dr. Anderson opened the 
proceedings with prayer. S. Jenns, H.U., made the intro- 
ductory remarks. Dr. Q-arrish read the names of the fol- 
lowing graduates : — 
C> D. WoodmlT: J. H. DadBon,U.I). ; Anber Martin, M.D. : A. E. Canlri; 

■W. C. Oeietloh, U.D; Dr. Q M. Wight, D.8.A.: Ga* °-' "' " 

Oardloer, M.D,: O. V. Beodlg; J. IlannlKc: L. W. Br- 
- - 7. Haele: J. I " ■' - ~ - 
.D.: £ B. Ml 



■JUKI., L.. Ti. dutuh; it. tt. LoBf ^ 

_ _ _ ^.,. -. _ Miirrli; O. O. Meedham, A.B.!J. 

Bprlgg Ur.dor-owl M.D.|£ a MlUar, M.D.; ■ " ■■ ....-" 



I. HerrU ; W. F. P. 



unlnationt.— J. Bprlft Uvda^ 

Dr. Marcus P. Stephenson, one of the attending surgeon?, 
who was next introduced, made an elaborate address on the 
iropoTtuice of the study of Opiithalmic Medicine and 
Surgery. Mr. Q. Q. N^edham, A.6., made the valedictory 



At a special meeting of the Bingliamton Academy of 
Medicine, held on the evening of t^o seventh inat, the 
following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Vhtraat. It hu pleued Aliutghty God to rerniTB b* death ear late 



Sfolvid. That wa 



RHolvtd. That we lender oar wannaat ijmpatby to Ihe bereaved 

JtHolvtd, Tbut aa a*pabl1c taatlmonlal of regard and a tribute of reapeet 
lor the momory i>funrileparled friend, wo will attend hia fitnenl la * Iwdy, 
ind wev the nana] badge of mourning on the ofd.ialon. 

Sttolned, That acipyiif these re>iilntlona tie unnanillted to theafflleted 
^unlly ; and aieo that they bo Inierted in the papera of thla plaee, and of 

W. a Guiiroui, Frut 



College of PnraiciANS and Sdhokonb. Commencement, 
March, ISGl.— Graduates.— The following gentlemen took 
their degrees as Doctors of Medicine : 
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The prizes were as follows : 

1st Then* Prize (|50) for a thesis OD The Treatment 
of Aneurism, involving the Subclavian iiLSuch a Pari of its 
Courts that a Proximal Ligature is only applicable within 
the Scaleni, by Thomas T. Sabine, A.B-, of New York. 
This thesis contained abundant and valuable statistics of 
the different operations, with accurate drawings of the 
affected parts. 

2d Thetjt Friie ($25) for a Tliesis on Ihe Urine, hy Pla- 
ton Vallqo, of California. This thesis was accompanied 
by a leria of over 60 elegant preparations and specimens 
of calculi, deposits, and crystals, with colored drawings to 
correspond. 

Honorable mention of the thesis On the Sense of VieioD, 
by John H. Furman, of New Jersey ; On Exci^on of tho 
Knee-Joint, by Geo. 0. Wheelock, A.B., of New York; 
On Smail-Poi, by Geo. H. Dunbar, of Massachusetts. 

Harten Priza for Clinical Reports of Practice at iho 
New Yurk Hospital. First Prise, Hareen Medal and $150, 
to James W. UcLane, A.B., of New York. Second Priie, 
Harsen Medal and $75, to David Magie, Jr, AJtf., ofNew 
York. 

Sttvttu Prize, $100. for Anatomical PreparatioDS of 
the Larynx, to Samuel F. Chapin, of Massachusetts, for a 
series of preparations illustrating the human and com- 
parative anatomy of the larj'nx and some of its morbid 
alleratioDB. 

The Valedictorian of the Qraduating Class was Jas. W. 
McLane, A.B.. of New York, and the Orator of th« 
Ahimni, Joseph Mauran, U.D., of Providance, R. I. 
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TO COBmSPONDENra. 
Th« fbllAwlRK win probAblj ippAU next veak* AxIIIitt md Bnb- 
slavlu LUMun; A •.•*• or StHilted F>T«r;<M« oT Qoiufant Injnrj 
oT the H»S ; ThramU In ibt Cudlu CnlUea ; Qiuibot WoBodi Fme- 
tnLlm ttaa AbdiHoiul dTltj. 



Haw York ; U. B. lieC*;, & 



]>r. B. hu iwH . 

koi Id count of pnpanHan ■ oew 

jitmataUil the uiuu." 



of ibli dw, b D. 
Bvoie stuck or pc 



bnre, Qnn 



Clurlei r. ViilMoa, M.D., i 



f TBB CITT 



M; fonlim 



KmoBOLoOT ju<d mccBOLoaT or thc wee 
AMB cooHTT or HIW roBK. 

Ab*tT«t or tk* OOlcUl Eepoil 
Tnm 'Jit lUh dv of Mireh lo th« !l>t dif of Unrch, ISM. 
- ■ - oni«ii,lB8;boi«,lBl;glrlfcH«. OfMllveparenU, 

S>n1iiii,lSl ; not •titol.tS: uiul. OB. Aduiu. tU; chlldrvn, US; 
4,S&:r(iiu]ta,130; eoJandpeiMiu, IS. IdCuU under two fain of 

AniHi'c theanscaof d«th wa potloa : — Ervdptlu. 8 ;' iltmDiliinrU, 
II;ip<^reij,T: liiliuilllecuiivuliloni,lt; croup. S: dlphlliorlte,ai; HsrlBt 
i>m,I>; niivanlleTere: trpbnaud tTpba.l<lftv«n,sa; cuDiumplluo, 
eti untO-fiat,*; nwulM.f; dnpH li huii, 11 : InbaUla mwuiiiiu, IS; 
.wbaaplU'enDih, 4; liillaiiiiDatlan ur biiln, U:of t>ow«li,UiD[ lun^M; 
bra AlU^ T ; dlMrboa wul draanurj, ». Ms dMtb» oeoonwl from mbu 
diHMM, ud SS IhHB Ttulenl suH*. 810 were D*U«t, uid US [rinlgn j 
•r wlwoi IManu rram Inlukd 1 M died Id tbe UlU UhM IUh ; or wbom iS 
wen 1b Bell<iTulI<i*pll>l,ud II dUdlD Uw lmul|D*at lutlwuon. 
Abatnet oT tba AUDotnberted Keeord of tbe Euwn Dlmuuy, kept 1b 
lb* Uirket Bulhllwc No. ST KlMI ttttt. New^DTfe. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 

AHnnun Hidical AsaociATion. — Tfte 16tA JtMiuoI 

Ueeting <^ Ote ".Aiurioan Medicai. Amooiatioh " witt be 

A«U tn Ike Cilg of Nam York, commencing o* nufdoy, 

Am 7I&, 18G4, a( 10 «'cbok *.ii. 

Qdido FimMAir, M.D., 

Sctrelary. 



jr. E. Ringer, having devoted Um- 

-L' Mlf to Ibe iDTOMJijUlon »nd ipplicttlon of Eleclrldty u e nmedld 
•CeBt for tbo luL ItilHHn fetn, uJ bclDg iv.\j qutHtvi •• veil by bit 
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, American Medical Association. 

win bo held on tbe Oat Tutidn of Jdiw, lea^ 1b tka «ltr «r Sar 

"eV»i7 pormiiniinily'oipinlipd Sodetj, Colleg*. HoeplMI, Lnutis 
Aiylum, ipd iiltier medluJ tnilltutloni of good lUndlnf In the Vnmo 
»TtTU, end rnm Ihs AmertciD MedloU Society of rirTe, bin Ihl prl- 
TllegB of HDiltii; del»««tft li> the AnoelBlloii," i» followiT— "111117 
local loelalj, ode del^iate for everj Tur of <U rr^iir reitdtnt mam- 

The Ibaoltj of averf regobir DoMiltBted DOllna or obirtcil eskoo] </ 
DiFdlclne, TWO dclcKitti. Tha medial lUff ufnaj mnDldpal bo^ltsl, 
eoDiilnlbft oia bundrBd lnmetea or imtn, 14 delegatei; and uj other 
permioeDtlr OTEiuilud medical InaUtDlloD of food itindlnf. OJia dela- 

"Tbe Cbltft of tbe AnDj abd Nbtj Bnnui of tka ITnrRB Svatm, 
«aM /)nir deltgitei, to reprewot ibi medical etaff of tbalr leapaoUT* 

'Tbe CoiDBilttM of Amnfamant* ikill Tiiliy and report apoa tka 

moire Tolontarllj oaDiinnnloatFd alihar bj mmnlnn of tka Anodatloa 

m to be read and aoJiMdeTed-" 

To fkclUtati the dmioi, and In kiva tbe orgaolutloo of tka maetlaff m 
promi)t1y affected aa poeelble, ihe Commllti:e parUcalirlr re ' "*""■■ 

molra, %«1th tbe tloie rrqnlrad la read Ihem, be forwinlH to the Chair- 
maa of the ComoilUce uaorJtrai pratHrabla. All tbetaedleal parlodl- 
caU ira reqneatad to glra Ibe above Immedlala iDdrcpiaUdpublMlri 
tbat a large atlondaaca mnv be iconred. 

JaU£B ANUEBSOS, M.D., CAnlnuK. 

Nil W Calienltr Place. 
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The Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 

i> Fklladalphla, uatk lido of Lo(aD Bqum, Biee ttieat, betvean 
Elgklaenlh lad HI. 

Fr^ritllr"' 
OpentluBiai 



ttieat, betvean 
0/ pallanti «mj Hondaj' aad 



MESBKS. BAILLIEUE BROTHERS 

Be| to InlOnii tka 

MEDICAL PROFESSION 

And STUDENTS, that having pnrcbuod a dock of tka pnbllcatloba of 

MESSRS. BLANCHARD & LEA, LIPPINCOTT & 
CO, LINDSAY & BLAKISTON, Etc. 

Tkaj are prapired to eeli til tka pabllalloni of tkeialloBHtBt ■ tut 
UBHAL Bltooust foi otUL Prlcat will be glnn oa tpplleatloB »d 
ordart are rt^ectfallf iDlldtcd. 



Jwt Puhlhhed. 

THE DISEASES~~OF THE EAR: 

TUBIK DtAONOSia AHD TREATMENT. 
A Tail-Book of Anril SarKarj, In tbe TortD of Aeul«Db»l LmIbi*!. 

Bt del ANTON VON TEOLTSCH, 

Anial BorgMi and Ltelnrer Ib the Untrarillr In Wonbors, BiTarla, 

Tranalated fNm the GarmtD, tid Sdlled bf 

D. B. St. JOHH BOOSA., U.D.. 

Aulitant Snrgeon to tbe New York Eft Inllimaiy. 

Illiiitntsd wltk Wood EngriTlBgi. 

Fmm tka Bennd and Latl Oernian Edlllon. In ona kandaom* 

Sro.Volinne. PileetS.VO. 

Soot hr Hall, Prat of Pottage. 

Tb* ZmifOR Xtdieat Ttumi an* GluttU. In a rerlaw of TrolIBsk't 

bo-'k, tare : - Of the Tulama pnbllehfil b; Dr. Von TialtKb. we ini gkid 

■ very highly. He bring* lar '- '" '•'- 
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ely known I 

The IhUiUn Qtiartirli/ Joarmil Kre : ' Ton Troliuh anJoTi tbe rtpn- 
tatluD of bilug at praMot tha jtril outtii <n Owiany, and formi one of 
Ibatttaff o( tbe Wuiahnrg UnlTaraltj.wbloh nnmban luong Iti Proft*. 
tor*. aUANZUNI, KOLUKtB, llEDfKICU, U UIXKB— bamta tlnadf 
well kBowD Id Ihe brtU^ DMidlcal pobllD." 



JUBT BECEITED, A FBESH STOCK OF 

"BERNARD 80 HUETTE'S 

OPERATIVE SURGERY." 

OOXiOBED PLATBB. 
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BAQXatCS BKOTHIUtt! 
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GEORGE TIEMANN * CO. 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

ill MENTS, Ac 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW TORK. 

• OTTO k REYNDKRS, 
MaouliMtaren and Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

Tb« virion* Snlintu for Murbas Coxarlaa, Abdominal Sapportera, Shoalder- 
toaeea, Stockinga for Varlooa« Veina, Electric Macbinea, Ear^Trompeta, 
Fracture SpUnta,Crtttohea, Syringea, Enemaa, bkeleiooa, Fino Oatlery, etc 



Artificial Legs *and 

•A Anns. Selpho^a Patent The best sub- 




•i-^ Anns. Selpbo^i 

stltates for lost limbs the world of science 
baa ever invented. (Eatabllsbed S4 yeara.) 
Can be bad only of 

WM. SELPHO, 
Patentee and inventor. 
Bend for pamphlet 516 Broadway. N. T. 

li.B.— A Silver Medal Jnst awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Inatitate for tbe beat Artificial Limbs. 

'diseases of the TflBOAT. 

DR. ELSBERG, 

LICTURKR ON THE LARYNG0600PE AND DISEASES OF TBI 
LARYNX AND THROAT IN THE UKIVERSITY OF 

NEW TORK, 

Deyotes himself specially to the Treatment of Diseases of 

THE laARYNX 

and Neighboring Organs. 

OFFICE HOUBS FROM 4 TO 6 PJff. 

163 West 15th Street. 



The "Elixir of Calisaya Bark"— 

JL waa iatrodnced to the notice of the Faon It/ in 1880, by J. MUhau, th4 
9oU Jn^mtar, None of those namerooa firms w«ir4 in ezistenot, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, have faUiid it more convenient with- 
in a few years to appropriate the above extenaively known title : it is there 
. . -- .- .w. « tnirtyyeara, 



fore presomaUe that physicians in prescribing, aa for over thirty jeai 

have releranee solely to tbe ongituU articU jiuie by J. MiLiuir Ac dok. 

Also, the CHALYBEATE ELIXIK 0J>' OALCd^AfA BABK (cop: 



(copy- 




tnrar. Bingle eyes to order. Bets of 190 for ocnlbta. 

J. MILDAUASOH, 

Druggiata and Pharmaceatiata, 188 Broadway, N.T.. near Cortland 
' Either agenU for or Importes* of all the French medloinea and fine 
parsAloDa in Togna. 



Cortlandttt 
pre- 



r0O4ipt qf Ihs Price, 



ON MILITARY AND CAMP 

HOSPITALS, 

AND THE 

HEALTH OP TROOPS IN THE PIELD. 

By L. BAUDENS, 

MKBMAL DnaOTOB OV THB nUdfCH ABMY, STO, WtO. 

TraaalatMi and Annotated by FBANKLIN B. HOUGH, ILD, late Sanitary 

Inapeotor in the Army of the Potomao. 
' •J^ Tbe above work ia the reault of a eommiasion aent by the French 
fiovamment to the Crimea to report upon the condition of the Hospitals 
and troops of the Franch army, and inddcnUUy of the English andf 8ar- 
Snlan armlea. It is written in the form of a narraUve, and the great 
onestiou o( ih» pr§94tUioH and contrU t^ dUea- in eamptand hot- 
iuaU are thorooghly discussed. The hygienic condiUoos of the United 
ikatM Army are iSmflar to those of the armlea of the Crimea: the rules 
and preasrlptloaa given In the book will, therefore, be found perfoetly 
•ppUeahle. Thia work teeommenda itself to oemmandara of rsgUnaBto aa 
weU aa anny jar|eons. __ ^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ 



WADE ft FORD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS^ 

Manolhctnre and Import all kinda of 
eUBOICAL AND DENTAL INSTUUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 

8YKINOES, rro.« 

85 Fulton tirset, New York, 

W. A F. beg leave to call the attention of tbe Faculty to the lateat and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. Jamks U. Wood, a ftill descrfptiun of which will be 
funn-arded uiwn applleaUon. Also, Dr. Lkvis A. 8ATBK*a improved out- 
door S|ilint for Morbus Coxabius. Directiona for measurements will be 
for%varde<l when requested. 

. J^W'erencM. '—.I AMKS E. Wood, M.D., Lbwis A. Sayue, M.D., STKpnni 
Smith, M.D., B. K. Bacub, M.D- U.d.N. ^ „„ , ^ ^ » »«« 

PiUCKD CATALOOVES WILL BE BE If T TO AKY ADDRESS, 

pT" Agents for JeweU's Artificial Umba, which are superior to all 
Sole Agents for "* Ferminlchs Irritation Instrument** Price $8.00. 
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rThe Anatoi^ioal Ball and 
Socket-Jointed Leg. 
with lateral motion at the ankle, like the natural one. 
Also: 
THE U.S. ABMT AND NAVY LEG. 
The latter is ftxmished to soldiers by the U.S. Government, without 
charge, bv applying to Douglas Bly, M.Dj, at either of the f " -'— 
plnc^:-te8 lCJa<lway, N. y!, Kochester, N. Y., Cincinnati, O, 
Louis, Ma 
Address DR. BLY, as above. 

COifCElfTttATEB FhlJID IHAGIIESIA 

Is earnestly and confidently recommended to thoae who appreciate a 
suDf ri<»r Mtlc'e. •Kvi'ry fluid ounce c«>ntsins fifteen grains of magnesia In 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vaaUy incn-aMd 
medicinal prop«-rUes, it is furnished at a lower price than any •Imllar 
article of F*ir^gn or domeatic manufacture. As a winvcior of acidity, am 
inTiff«*ratlng tonic, and safe aperient In all diMirdersof the digestive cvyaaa, 
It is withottl a rival, and has eUdted unqiwllfl^ V^S^^lt o 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

FOR 8ALE BY 

JA8. 8. A8PINWALL. 86 William St-N.T. «. « ^ 

SCHIEFFELIN BR0THEB8 de COVWUliam, cw. BMkmanSt, N. Y. 
CASWELL, MACK ^ CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, B. L 
BEGB VI AN * CO., Broadway, M. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, «I9 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sta., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Vanderbilt Avenues, Brooklyn, «. Y. 
F. BROWN, cor. Fifth and Chestnut Sta., Philadelphia 
H. C. BLAlk, cor. Eighth and Watout Sta« Phlhwlelphla. 
W YETU A BBOTUEK, U12 Walnut St., Phlhidelphla. 
And bjr BmcctsCs generally. 

TXBM8 OF THB AMEUCAV MXDIOAL TDOB. 

aty and Canadian Subscribers, $&50 per annum, payable In advanea. 
£ Mall Subacribera, $8 per annum, payable In advance. 

Eemitunoos must accompany an order flw the Journal. ^ ^^ , 

The Publishers will not bold themselves reqKmsible fiv the loaa of 
moneys Inclosed in unregistered letters. .. ^^ . t » 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the 1st of Jaauaiy and 
July ; but subscripUons may begin at any dat^ 

oiiose who desire to have the aeriea complete can ba supplied with tha 
back numbers at the original subscripUon price. ^ ^ ^^^ ^^ , „„ 

The laat volume, nicely bound In cloth, may be had at the cae^ for fS 08, 
and ft«e by mail for 88.88; doth cases fur binding may be had at tha olliea 
Ibr 85 cents, and free by mail for 84 centa. 

a^e Tm Mbdioai. Turn la publlahed every Saturday morning; and to 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every aectlon of the countiT. Aa a 
medium for immediate communication with the medical prafessioii ofUM 
United SUtea, it oifera unsurpassed fiusUities to thoae desiring to adTSVtlaa 
Medical Colleges and Schoola,late Works, Surgical Appllancea, Instruments 
of every kind. Drugs and Medidnea, etc, etc The followinff terma of 
tHBsient advertlsemenu may be modified by spaeial contract for perma^ 
Bant insertion: 

K «olumn,Qrleai, eaohlMcitlon$l 00 

1 •» I ! . . . . •* ^ *• 

A dadnctioB of 10 par cant is made for 6 InaartloM. 

«* 3Q •» M u M • 

tt 35 •» •» •» 88 •» 

OommuBkatlona should to addnasad "Ofllca AnMrican Madlaal Tl»aa. 
680 Bioadway, B. Y.** fAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
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HAT£ BEiflOTEB 

From 440 Broadway to 520 Broadway (Up Stairs). 

]Nr e Av IVIeciical Books, 

JUST RECEIVED AND FOR SALi; XT THE PRICES AFFIXED, FOR CASH, Bf 

BATTJiTERE BR0THEB8, 520 Broadway, N.Y. 



If the books are to be sent by mail, 5 per cent additional must be remitted. 

AITKEN, W.— The Science and Practice of Medicine. 2d edition. Revised and Re-written. 2 Vols. Sva London. Cttr- 

rene^t $15.00. 
BARWELL, R.~On the Cure of Clubfoot without cutting Tendons; and on certain New Methods of treating other Deformitiei. 

Ifimo. London. Gold, $1.80. 
BASH AM, W. R — On Dropsy connected with Disease of the Kidneys (Morbus Brightii), and on some other Diseases of those 

Oivans, associated with albuminous and purulent Urine. 2d edition. 6vo. London. €Md, $3.25. 
BEALE, L. — The Microeoope in its Application to Practical Medicine. 2d edition. 8vo. London. Go/d^ $5.00. 
BEALE. — Urine, Urinary Deposits, and Calculi, and on the Treatment of Urinary Diseases. 2d edition. Post 8va London* 

Gold, $8.10. 
BECQUERKL^ A.^Traito Eleraentaire d'Hygiene prir^ et publique. 3d edition, ayec additions par le Dr. E. Beaugeaud. 12a:io. 

Paris. 1864. Goid, |2 10. 
BRITISH Pharmacopoeia, published under the direction of the General Council of Medical Education and Registration of the 

United Kingdom. 8vo. London. 1864^ Gold, $3.78. 
CANTON, K— On the Arcus Senilis, or FaUy Degeneration of the Cornea. 8va London. Gold, $3.78. 

CHURCHILL, F.— On the Diseasm of Women. 6tb edition, carefully Revised and EnUrged. 12mo. Dublin. 1864. Gold,$LbO. 
CLARK (F. Le Gros).— Outlines of Surgery : being an Epitome of the Lectures on the Principles and Practice of Surgery, delivered 

at St Thomas' Hospital ]2mo. London. Gold, $1.8a 
GRAY, H.— Anatomy, Descriptive and Surgical 3d edition, by T. A. Holmes, M.D. Royal 8vo. London. 1864. Gold, $10.00. 
HOGG, J.— A Manual of Oplithalmoscopic Surgery, being a Practical Treatise on the Use of the Ophthalmoscope in Diseases of the 

Eye. 8d edition. 8vo. London. Gold, $3.78. 
HULKE. J. W.^A Practical Treatise on the Use of the Ophthalmoscope, with colored plates. Royal 8vo. London. Gold, $2.88. 
HULME, R T.— The Teeth in Health and Disease: with Practical Remarks on their Management and Preservation. 12mo. 

London. 1864. Gold, 90c. 
HUTCHINSON, J.— A Clinical Memoir on cerUin Diseases of the Eye and Ear, consequent on Inherited Syphilis; with an 

appended chapter on the Transmbslon of Syphilis from Parent to Oflbpring. and its more remote consequences. 8vo. Lon- 
don. Gold, $3 24. 
LARDNER, D.— Animal Physics : or the Body and its Functions lamiliarly explained. 2 vols. 12mo, with 520 lUustrationa. 

London. Gold, $2 50. 
LEB, R— Three Hundred Consultations in Midwifery. 12ma London. Gold, $1.62. 

M ACLACHLAN, D.— A Practical Treatise on the Diseases and Infirmities of Advnneed Life. 8vo. London. Gold, $5.75. 
RICHARD, A. — Ten Years of Operative Surgery in the Provinces. Being the Record of 875 Operations performed from 1850- 

I860. 2 parts. 12mo. London. Gold, ^K$0, 

RRVEIL, O. — Formulaire raisonne des Medicaments nouveaux et des medications nouvelles. I2mo. Paris. 1864. Gold, $2.10. 

SNELLEN, H.— Test-Types for the Determination of the Acoteness of Vision. 8vo. G^ $1.44. 

WELLS. J. 8.~0n Long, Short, and Weak Sight, and their Treatment by the Scientific Use of Spectacles. 8va London. 

Gold, $1.80. 
WILUAMSON, G.-OIUitary Sni;gery. Sva London. (To/d; $4.32. 
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The ''Fifth Avenue Phannacy/' 

157 FIFTH AVE., BET. 9l8T and 93d ST. 

J. P. FILEB, PBOPBinoB, 

JOHN CANAYAK, PoikBMAOSvntr. 

Tb* UDdMvlgBAd woQld h«g to inform the Medical Trctkuiou that ho 
It agala in hnsineee at the abore eatablisbment, where, haring the 
tntlra control of the Phannaoeatloal Department, he wiU be enabled 
to eany on badneaa aa formerly for himtelt 

KeqMetftiUj, 

JOHN OANAYAN. . 
V.B.~Medloinea at all hoaia, daj and night 
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coimins or nn mmBcm: 
Bt tb* Eoitob : 
Ob ** XpUeptj of the Betina.*' 
On a Mew Mode oi Performing Irldectomj. I 
Pnetioal Hints on the Use of the Ophthalmoaoope^ 

(With Chromollthograpbio PUte repreaentlng the Sfe^gioQiid.) 
Ob a Mew Mode of Applying Atio|4ne. 

£t I>b. B. L. Houna, Chicago: 

A Gaae of •« Ooogi Bg*" of the Sfcai 
ACaae of PTramidal Oatarwit 
. AsUgmatlam aad Cylindrical Glaaaea, by DoNDBB. Art {. (Bf rlew,) 
Bilateral MeBro-Beiinltia, by Db Obabtb (Beriew). 
Elephaatlads of the Upper Lid, by the tame (do.). 
Pecnliar Tomor of thf Conjnnctlya, by the same (Beriew). 
On the Operation of AbMission In Staphyloma, by Critchett (BerlewX 
Obaenratlont on Defecta of Sight in Brain Diaeaae, by Jackaon (da). 
Ob the CaUbar-Bean (BcTlewX 
Liebreich*B AUaa of Ophthalmology. 
New PobUeationfli 

BeceBt Inventiona In Aid of the Pr^^n^aa of Ophthalmic SniMry (with 
IbBr woodcuts). 
Progreaa of OphthaloMlogy ia ISOL 
Notea and Qaerien 



Snbacription price for the aecond Tolume cf the Amm^oan Journal cf 

OpkikaimOoinf (tonr quarterly nnmberaX •«. payable la adraBce. The 

trat aumb«>r will be aent aa a sample on receipt of 00 centu Copkaofthe 
tnt Tolnme, boond la doth, I&Ml 

BAnjjBBB BBOTHBBa, UO Broadway, N. T. 

The Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 

~^en for the e i a mlnatl on and receptica of patieata orery Monday and 

Operationa erery Wednoaday at 11 ▲.jt. 

auBOBOxa! 
^. T. O. Morton, Dr. B. J. Lerla. 

Dr. A. D. Uall, Dr. d. H. Agaew. 



T)t. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 

i:** Ji'A?J^* I'lS!?*^®'' *"* appllcatloB of ElectiMty aa a remedial 
■^ *.« ^}^^ thirteen y«ms and being duly qoalllUd aa well by hia 
aclentlilc attainmenU aa by hia great experience to apply It in the moat 
eflVctual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the proibaaloa. Pa 
tienta aent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remaia 
WMler the charge of their attending phyaldansw Uia bualaeaa U free 
torn aU cteriataalam and quackery. ^^ »««»«• » ireo 

141 FOUBTH AYENUE. 



The Anatomical Ball and 

Iieg. 



ir 

Jl with latetal mottoa at the ankle, Uko the aatuial OM. 

^^ Also: 

THB F.8. ABMT AND NAYT LEO. 
Thai latter ia fhralahed to soldiers by the U.8. GoTomment, wtthoat 



D«0|;lMBly,M.D» at either of the 
N. V; Bocheater, N. T, CinelnoatC < 



DB. BLT, aa abore. 



JW.^ W. Gordon's Spring Vacci- 
* nator.— We solicit the attention of Phynclaas to this ingenious 
instrument, of simple oonstructlon, eniting the skin and inserting tbo 
Tlrus In one operation, which la Instantaneous. It baa met with tlM aa- 
qualilUd appruTal of eyeiy Phyaidaa who haa used It 

BaUhnor*, Md^ UTon, 19, 1868. 

Db. J. W. W. OoBDOB : 

J>mr Sir ;— 1 have used yoor Yacdnator the lafs Are yaata, and I valno 
It highly for the following reasons : — 

1st It is a great economiser of time and matter. 

Sd. The operation Is sure to succeed when the Tims Is good and tho 
ayatem in a aultable condition, as the matter ia deposited In Inmiedlato 
contact with the absorbenta. where it must remain, there being no h»« 
morrfaace to remove It ueitaer can It be affected by friction on the arm, 
which l^e patient ia ao apt to Indulse in after the <meratlon. 

8d. It is admirably aaH>ted to timid dilldren, flie operation being la- 
atantaneous, and accompanied with so little pain aa In many Instanoea not 
to diaturb chlldrea when aaleepw 

4th. It is of inestimable value by enabling the Physlelan to determino 
whether the operation is suceeasftil, for this reason : the wound Inflicted 
by the Instrnment is so Mvlal, that the too eariy ^^earance of Inflamma- 
tion would proTC to be tiie result of q>urioua matter or of a TlUatod sys- 
tem. 

Yery remoctftilly, 

8. T. SSnOHT, M.D., 

Bealth Oommi$Hon&r, 

The fl>11owing la tbo teetlmoBial of Physldaaa la Callforaia, where tho 
laatmmeat waa flrat latrodnced : 

San FraneUco, Oal^ April 98, 1897. 

** Wo have used Oordon*s Spring Yacdnator, and express our approval 
if the same as a superior instrument, and can with conlldsooe rocommood 
It to the profession. We have never known It to fUL** 

E. 8. C(X>PER,^.D., Preset Med. Chlr. Society. 

J. M. TEWK8BUBT, M.D. 
J. BOWELL, M.D. 
M. B. ANGLE, M.D. 
M.W.FIFBB,MJ>. 

Pbiob— 18.08, sent by mail If desfavd; a liberal discoont to the trade. 
N.B.— Fresh Vacdno Virus coastaotly on hand— Price $LO0L 
Ail Orders should be addressed to 

W. J. M. OOBDON * BBO., 
ManuflMturing Chomlata and Dmaglsta, 
N.E. Cor. Central Avenue and Elghthstreet 

CINOINMATI, a 

WADE & FORD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVU^ AND CITY H08PITAI4 

Mannflustore and Import all kinds of 

8UBOIOAL AND DENTAL IN8TBUMBNT8, APPLIANCU, 

STBINOE8, BTO.. 

89 JfSMon 9tr4€t, Kno Torh, 

W. 4 F. begjeave to call the attention of the Faontty to the lateat and 
Biost COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged oader 
the supervision or Dr. Jambs B. Woon, a AUl deacriptlon of which will bo 
fbrwaraed upon ^tpllcatlon. Also, Dr. Lewis A. Satbb^ improved oat* 
door Splint for Mobbds Ooxabius. Directions for meaanremonta wifl bo 
liffwaraed when requested. 

Mt^m'0nc$»>-4Aiim B. Wood, M.D., Lawn A. Satbb, MJ)., Btbpbbv 
SMini, M.Dn a E. Baohb, M.Dn U.8.N. 

PBiOED OAIALOQUES WILL RE SSKT TO AITT ADDMSS& 

Cy Agenta for JewetTs Artifictal Limba, whidi are superior to all 
otnera. 

Solo Agents for * Fermlalcha Irritattoa lastrnment** Prioa •&0Q. 



J. M. WILLIa£oS, M.D. 
J. P. MACAULT, M.D. 
LOBENZO HUBBABD, M.D. 
A. ATKINSON, MJ>. 



St. Regis Water^ from Massena 
8PBIN08, St Lawrence Co., N. T. Theae watera are riehly !»- 
pregaatod with medidaal salta, poasesslBg singular virtnea aa remedial 
agenu In the treatment ot the following complaints ^-Catanoima Erap- 
tl«iaa, Bhenmatism, ScroAila, Affeetiooa' of the Kidneys, Hysteria and 
all Female Irregularities, C<Mistlpation, Pilea, etc. 

MoCOBD A PINE, FrcprUtwr% 

Maasena, N. T. 
Oeneral AKen<7, 888 Bowery, cor. Fourth at, N. T. dty. The bottled 



watera may 



'gna 



fhHB all reapectable DrugglatSL 



VACCINE 

Virus of all kinds^ perfectly pure, and 
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LECTURE IV.— PART IL 
It is desirable, if possible, to prevent the admission t£ air 
in all cases in which we operate for hydrothorax. 

Military surgeons do not all assent to this doctrine. Some 
haye observed that ^r does not directly influence serous 
surfaces, and they can see no harm in allowing it free 
ingress; but air certainly promotes decomposition of blood, 
pus, and probably of serum also, and converts them from 
bland, unirrituting fluids into ichorous and scalding dis- 
charges. When blood, serum, or pus is present, therefore, 
it would be fortunate if the air could be excluded. We have 
seen that this cannot be done when we operate for hasmo- 
thorax, since a small opening would be insufficient to eva- 
cuate those large clots of blood. In traumatic hydrothorax, 
however, the fluid may in general be evacuated by a trocar 
and canula, and with judicious management the admission 
of air can^ in many cases at least, be prevented. 

There is another reason why we would avoid the admis- 
sion of air afler this operation. We resort to tapping in 
hydrothorax not alone for the purpose of relieving the 
dyspnoea, nor, indeed, mainly for this purpose ; but in order 
that we may, by a timely removal of the pressure upon the 
lung, prevent the formation of those adhesions which will 
very soon bind it against the posterior wall of the thoracic 
cavity, and impair, if it does not destroy, its function forever. 
In short, we remove the fluid in order that the lung may 
resume at once its normal position, and in the hope that by 
contracting adhesions over the whole of its peripheral sur- 
face^ we may efiectually secure the patient against any 
8imilar accumulations hereaHer. 

Having removed the fluid as completely as possible, and 
closed the wound hermetically, if vou please, the patient 
should be directed to lie upon the miured side, so that the 
lung shall be made to fall, if possible, against that si^e of 
the chest; by which means adhesions between the pleura- 
costalis and pleura-pulmonalis will be favored. 

Fourth, — The chest must be opened when pus has formed 
within the cavity of the pleura. The signs of empyema 
(pyo-thorax would have been a better term) are the common 
signs which indicate the presence of any fluid in this cavity, 
occurring in most cases at a later day than in either hemo- 
thorax or hydrothorax, preceded by pleuritis or pleuro- 
pneumonia, accompanied with rigors, night sweats, and all 
the usual phenomena of hectic; the intercostal spaces are 
more frequently obliterated, and the cellular tissue of the 
dorsal and lumbar regions is sometimes oedematoua 

The existence of empyema having been fully ascertained, 
no time ought to be lost in giving to the pus a thorough eva- 
cuation, either at the wound, or, in case this is completely 
dosed, at the most depending point of the thoracic cavity. 
What has been said in relation to the admission of air in 
cases of pneumo-thorax, is equally applicable to the patho- 
logical condition we are now considering. Air rapidly 
decomposes the pus and renders it offensive, acrid, and irri- 
tating ; and by the admission of air, also, the lung is not 
permitted to expand upon the removal of the pus; aad per- 
manent disability of the lung, with oontrac^on of the tl\or^c 
wall, is inevitable. 

In idiops^thic ^mpyem^ employ ii\g t^e tenu idicxpathip 
in contradistinction to ti-aumatic, i^pa ii^ examples of traur 
matio empyemi^ the reauli of incised or punctured 
wQUQda*-«ip none of which cases is there probably any 
foreign substanoe, such as pieces of clothing, fragments of 
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bone or of bullets, within the cavity of tlie chest to perpe* 
tuate the discharge — it is of the highest importance to 
exclude the air. This is not always practicable, since the 
opening, however carefully made, is exceedingly prone to 
become fistulous, and not unfiequent^y the flakes of lymph 
so block up the channel that nothing but a free opening 
will answer. There are many surgeons and physicians, 
also, who do not regard it as a matter of any moment 
whether the air is admitted or not. These opinions have 
become especially prevalent of late ; and, in proof that it is 
just as well to admit the air as to exclude it^ they who 
entertain these opinions refer to many examples of recovery 
afler free incisions. It is not, however, entirely a question 
of life to ihe patient which we are considering. The essen- 
tial purpose which the surgeon has in view in excluding the 
air is to give the lung an opportunity to expand, and there- 
by to restore its function ; and it is probable that this never 
happens to any great extent when the orifice remains per- 
manently open until the cure is completed. 

It is perhaps hardly worth while to discuss this point so 
important, as we think, in its relations to empyema, as it . 
occurs usually in civil practice, and as it results from punc- 
tured wounds in battle, since, in the empyema which 
results from gunshot wounds, the admission of air, if it hai 
not already preceded the operation, becomes almost 
inevitable after the operation, from the fact that the forma- 
tion of matter is so persistent; the orifice made by the 
operator sooner or later becoming an .established and op&n 
fistula. 

Moreover, in a very large proportion of these cases, there 
remain some small spicubd of bone or other foreign sub- 
stances, whose escape would be favored by allowing the 
wound to remain open. It will be seen, therefore, that, 
excluding those examples in which it is found impossible 
to keep Uie wound closed, and also those in which it is not 
desirable to keep it closed, very few cases will remain to 
which the rule can be properly applied. In short, we shall 
only attempt to exclude the air after the operation when it 
is known that there is no foreign substance within the chesty 
and even then a failure must generally be anticipated. 

In order to facilitate the escape of a foreign body which 
lies loose in the cavity of the thorax, the orifice needs to be 
large and in a proper situation. If its exact position becomes 
known, and it cannot be reached otherwise, the surgeon 
will not, in general, hesitate to make an incision for its 
removal The sooner it is removed the better, because its 
continued presence will perpetuate the discharge, and 
because every day the intercostal spaces are becoming 
diminished by the contraction of the side of the thorax, 
until at length, in some cases, Uie ribs nearly meet, and a free 
opening into the chest could then only be made by the 
removfd of a portion of one of them. 

When air has once been admitted, in a case of empyema, 
I fully believe that thereafter the wound should remain 
open ; and the larger the orifice the better it will be for the 
patient It is probable that a v^ry small amount of air 
admitted will insure decomposition of the pus as certainly 
as a larger amount; and when decomposition has commenc- 
ed, it is neither possible nor desirable tu maintain occlusion. 

We shall observe now, gentlemen, that the patient never 
fails to experience an increased difficulty in respiration, 
and that most of his other symptoms are aggravated when- 
ever the wound is temporarily closed, and that he is relieved 
the moment it is opened again. 

The process of cure in empyema is slow, tedious, and too 
often, unfortunately, ends in hectic and death. There are 
several causes which may operate in causing this delay. 

The bullet sometimes perpetuates the suppuration : apiece 
of cloth is occasionally left in the track through which the 
bullet hfts passed ; very often small fragments of the ribs, of 
the sternum, or of the scapula have boen carried in. To 
these causes we may add at first incessant motion of the 
ribs in the act of respirat'on, which in some measure pre- 
vents adhesion even when the surfaces come in contact ; 
but especially the collapse of the lung, in consequence of 
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which tn enonsous cavity is lefl^ upon which the ribs and 
diaphragm contract only slowly, and a portion of which 
has to De filled up with granulations and layer after layer 
of fibrin, the lung itself, in most cases, only expandmg 
again to a very limited extent, and after the lapse of many 
months, or even years. 

It is plain, therefore, that the great object of the surgeon 
must be to allow the matter free egress, and to sustain the 
general system. Never for a single day ought the abscess 
to be closed, lest the confined matter, finding no other way 
of escape, should penetrate the walls of the thoracic cavity, 
and make channels for itself in other directions. When 
once the pus has found a way into the cellular tissue outside 
of the pleura, no limits can be given to its aggressions, and a 
speedily fatal issue may fairly be anticipated. In very 
many of the autopsies we have seen the pus burrowing 
deeply among the muscles of the back, underneath the 
peritoneum, and down even into the pelvic cavity. 

As to injections, it is probable that when employed solely 
for the purpose of insuring cleanliness in the abscess, they 
will always be of some service ; and then tepid water, or 
tepid water slightly medicated with such disinfectants as the 
ehlorines or the bromides, will answer the indications fuUy. 
The fluid should be conveyed into the abscess in the most 
gentle manner | and then, by turning the patient upon the 
wounded side, it should be poured out again, in the same 
manner that we would proceed to rinse out a cask through 
its bung-hole. 

Surgeon Middleton Goldsmith, U.S.Y., has employed for 
this purpose a solution of bromine and bromide of potassium 
with excellent effects, the proportions bein^ the same as 
used by him in cases of hospital gangrene. 1 have myself 
witnessed the advantages of this smution in cleansing the 
abscess, removing the fcetor, and giving comfort to the 
patient. 

If the orifice cannot otherwise be kept fi*eely open, it 
should be dilated by the daily introduction of conical gum- 
dastic tents or sounds, or with tents made of a piece of the 
baric of the slippery eim tree, which rapidly swells by the 
absorption of moisture, and which the patient, after a little 
instruction, will learn to use himself. 

The only form of emphysema which deserves special atten- 
tion in this place is the traumatic variety, and in which 
the air has been admitted into the areolar tissue underneath 
the skin. 

This phenomenon is quite common after simple fractures 
of the ribs, when the points of the fragments have pene- 
trated the structure of the lungs ; in my recorded notes I 
find it noticed in 11 cases out of 21 ; but in gunshot fi*actures 
it has happened to me to meet with it much less often. 
When a nb, being broken, is made to penetrate the stmo- 
ture of the lungs, and at the same time there is no wound 
upon the surface communicating with the cavity of the 

Sleura, the air admitted into this cavity firom the bronchise, 
1 the act of inspiration, is driven outwards through the 
wound in the pleura-costalis during the act of expiration, 
and now readily passes into the areolar tissue underneath 
ihe skin. If, however, the wound in the pleura-costahs 
communicates freely with the outer surfac eof the integument, 
the air escapes externally and no emphysema takes place. 
•Emphysema is produced by the contraction of the thoracic 
parietes, and not by their expansion ; and it follows that the 
air which causes this •phenomena must come directly from 
the pleural cavity, and this, too, notwithstanding it may have 
entered the cavity originally through an external wound. 

This explanation, as applied to its occurrence in simple 
fractures unattended with any external wound, is suffi- 
ciently simple ; but it is not so easily understood how it 
can happen in compound fractures, where there is an exter- 
nal wound, made perhaps by a bullet^ communicating with 
the cavity of the pleura. 
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NITROUS OXIDE, OR « LAUGHING GAS " 

AS AK AN^fiSTHETIO, 

WITH SOlOe OBSERVATIONS UPOK CHLOBOFOBX' AND ^ETHSR 

FOR THE SAME PURPOSE. 

Bt a. WESTCOTT, M.D.,iDJD.S., ^ 

or STBAOirsc, ir. t. 
{Continued Ji^oM page ^147.) 

In whatever light we mav view this " ^eat discovery," 
I have yet to see the smallest advantage, m any particular, 
it has over either chloroform or ether, and there are some 
objections to its employment as an anaesthetic agent which 
do not pertain to either of the other articles. It is welfknown 
to almost every school-child that of the air we inhale nearly 
eight per cent, is retained in the blood, and that a differ- 
ent poisonous article, carbonic acid gas, is returned instead, 
and that 'oxygen is absolutely necessary to sustain life. 
Now in the inhalation of both chloroform and ether a free 
supply of air is always taken into the lungs in connexion 
wiw ,the vapor of these substances. But how is it with 
the inhalation of the nitrous oxide ? This is breathed from 
a rubber ba^ (which is of course air-tight), and thus all the 
carbonic acid exhaled is returned into tne bag to be re- 
breathed. The gas must therefore necessarily soon be so 
contaminated as to become actually poisonous. Not only 
so, it is true that from the first, oxygen is positively ex- 
duded — for, as I have already demonstrated, oxygen, to be 
available for supporting life^ must be free ; that any amount 
of it in chemiou combination with other substances is not 
of the least account 

It therefore follows that in addition to every objection 
which can be urged against the use of chloroform or ether, 
these two must be superadded to nitrous oxide, viz. the 
patient is compelled to breathe more or less carbonic acid 
gas after the very first exhalation, and moreover an atmo- 
^here totally deprived of the life-supporting principle- 
oxygen. 

At best, no one could live longer, if confined to this gas. 
than he could sustain life without oxygen, and this, as all 
know, would be but a few moments. Is it not evident that 
such a gas, breathed in such a way, must always be more 
or less hurtful and dangerous^ unless used by the^ most skil- 
fiil and discriminating physician. This danger consists, not 
so much in t^e intrinsic qualities of this gas as the difficulty 
of ascertaining that state of the system in each individual 
case which contra-indicates, or indeed would be wholly in- 
compatible with its administration. A few weeks ago, a 
soldier died suddenly in this city, who had just previously 
been examined by a medical board and pronounced sound 
and "able-bodied." So sudden and mysterious was his 
death, that the woman with whom he was at the time 
boarding was arrested and imprisoned for his murder. But 
a post-mortem examination, however, released this woman 
from prison and relieved the public of all doubt as to the 
cause of his death. ** One lung was found to be entirely 
destroyed by disease, and the other was nearly consumed I * 
Now if such misUdces as these are liable to be committed 
by a board of medical men, intrusted with the responsible 
duty of selecting fit and able-bodied men for our army, 
what will be the chances for similar mistakes by such men 
as are urging this g;as upon the community as ** perfectly 
harmless" — ^not one in ten of whom is medically educated 
or in any way qualified to make such an examination ? 

Formerly, for a period of eight years, I was engi^^ in 
practical chemistry, and during that time I administered 
nitrous oxide gas as a scientific experiment not less than 
two hundred times, and in no case did I ever see a person 
under its influence in a fit state to have a tooth extracted 
or any other surgical operation performed. During this 
period, to say nothing of many cases whidi were of the 
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most ludicrous and frequently disgusting character, seyeral 
of an alarming nature came under mj observation, 
which did much to leave on my mind a lasting prejudice 
against its employment for any purpose. One of these 
cases was that of a young man of about twenty years of 
age, apparently in full heuth, who in all respects seemed to 
be as good a subject as could be presentea for a full dose. 
He had breathea it but a short time before he became en- 
tirely insensible and apparently Ufeless, and it was several 
hours before he could be fully restored to consciousness, 
and several weeks before he fully recovered from its effects. 

ProC Amos Eaton, the founder of the Rensselaer Insti- 
tute, and a man not only of profound science but of great 
experience, uniformly in his lectures upon this subject gave 
the strictest caution relative to its use, and related many 
instances of its deleterious effects even when prepared and 
administered by the most skilful and judicious hands, and 
when carried only to the extent of exhilaration. 

In a letter just received from an intelligent dentist of a 
neighboring city, three cases of its bad effects are related, 
all occurring within the last two weeks. " In one of the 
cases the patient is still in such a state as to render his re- 
covery doubtful" 

The late fatal case of Samuel P. Sears, of N. Y. city, 
who died within two hours af\er inhaling this gas, is gene- 
rally known to the public, and has excited much comment 
bow in public and scientific journals. 

A Mr. Colton, of 22 Bond street^ N. Y., in reply to a 
local article of mine, published in one of our daily papers, 
says :— '^ The death of Mr. Sears only very slightly affects 
the use of the gas as an annsthetic agent in this city, where 
all the facts are known." ^* The facts are, that he recovered 
from the ^eeU of ike gas (these effects never last more than 
two minutes), and did not die till two hours aflerwards. 
The verdict of the Coroner's Jury was that he died from 
eongesUon of ike Uingty and the post-mortem examination 
^owed that one lung was entirely ffone from consump- 
tion, and the other nearly so ; that he was liable to die 
at any nx>ment — an hour before, as an hour after inhal- 
ing the gas. No hlame was attached to ike dentid. The 
Medical and Surgioal Reporter^ in referr'mg to this very 
case, says: * In view of the pathological condition of the 
lungs of the patient we have little doubt that the same re- 
sult would have followed the extraction of the tooth if no 
aoiesthetic had been taken. When a person has so slight 
a hold on life as this man had, so insignificant a circum- 
stance as the extraction of a tooth might sufficiently de- 
range the nervous and circulatory systems as to induce the 
coiu:estion that caused the death.' " 

Now, are these statements, taken in connexion, calculat- 
ed to give a correct impression to the general reader, 
circulated as they were in a public newspaper? Did .or 
did not Mr. Sears die from the ^ede of this gas 7 and 
should, or should no^ ''blame" be ''attached*^ to the 
dentist administering it? Both of these inquiries are 
answered in the negative by Mr. Colton: " Ihat he reco- 
vered from ike effeele of ike gas, and did not die till (t(H» 
koure afterwards. He of course recovered from its exhi- 
larating and perhaps from its anaesthetic effects, but thb 
matters very httle so long as the fatal " effect was induced 
by its administration.*' 

But let us see how far the Coroner^s report, of which the 
following is a true copy, goes to justify either of these 
positions: — "The Jury rendered a verdict of death from 
congestion of the lungs, induced hy the odminietraHon of 
ftitroua oxide gas for ike purpose of extracting ieetk We 
would sxomeraii the party administering it from- aU criminal 
intent, hU think iksre should he an examinaiion made by 
competent persons in aU cases where it is eontempUUed to use 
this gas." 

The iury thus distinctly say that the congestion of which 
he died was '' itiduced by the administration of the nitrous 
oxide gas for the purpose of extracting teeth.*' The fact 
that he lived two hours, and did not die immediately from 
suffocation or asphyxia, does not even modify the assertion 



that the inhalation was the cause of his death. The proxi- 
mity of the cause and effect, in his case, is too great to 
regard the former even as a remote cause. 

As to whether " no blame was attached to the dentist *' 
by the jury, the report speaks for itself. They say, " We 
would exonerate tne party administering it from aU cri- 
minal intent^" but very judiciously add, that '^ there should 
be an examination made by competent persons in aU cases 
where it is contemplated to use this gas.** But we are not 
informed whether m this case any examination was insti* 
tuted to learn the condition of the patient, nor could it 
have been necessary. Would not the countenance of a per- 
son having so very " slight a hold on life,'* have clearly 
indicated me fact to any one of common sense and common 
observation. But whether there was or was not an exami- 
nation, nothing is more clear than that this was not a proper 
case for the administration of the '^ hmghmg gas.*' 

In regard to the relative merits of the anaesthetics now 
in use, either as to their efficiency, safety, or convenience, 
there can be very little doubt that, while chloroform is 
quite as safe as ether, and vastly more so than nitroui 
oxide, its promptness in producing ansssthesia and its 
pleasantness will always give it a pre-eminence as an 
ansdsthetic agent I have not had as much experience 
with ether as with chloroform, and yet I have had enough 
to lead me to give a decided preference, aU things consi- 
dered, to the latter. I have used chloroform pretty freely 
for at least fifteen years in my dental practice, and I can 
say that I have yet to see even the first alarming, much 
less fatid, case. In a note which I received a few dayg 
ago from Dr. A. B. Shipman, of this city, up^on this sub- 
ject, he says : — " I have used chloroform within the last 
fifteen years not less than five thousand times in my pri- 
vate practice, both for medical and surgical purposes, and 
probably more than two thousand times in the U.S. Army, 
and in no instance have I seen a fatal case, nor even one 
which was attended with any alarming symptoms." But 
notwithstanding this and a host of other similar tes- 
timony, together with my own favorable experience with 
chloroform, I have to confess that I never give chloroform 
(nor ether) without some apprehension, and in no case do I 
ever administer it without a careful examination into the 
health and physical condition of the patient, and always 
feel relieved when the effect has passed off" and the patient 
is fully restored to consciousness. 

Both chloroform and ether possess one property whidi 
is sometimes, to say the leas^ exceedingly annoying. I 
allude to their effect upon the stomach of some persons, 
which gives rise to vonuting — ^in some instances quite pro- 
tracted. I have resorted to several expedients to overoome 
this difficulty, but rely mainly on having the patient's sto- 
mach as nearly empty as possible. It should in no case be 
given in less than four or five hours, especially after eating 
a hearty meal, and I think a fasting of eight hours fiur bet- 
ter in any case. When this tendency (to vomit) is known, 
I have the patient breathe the chloroform veiy slowly — 
taking from ten to fifteen minutes to get him completely 
under its influence. I have in several cases tried camf^KMr 
(which chloroform readily dissolves), in combination with 
chloroform, but I can only say in regard to the result of 
this experiment, that I have had no case of vomiting when 
thus using it though I cannot say that either of the pa- 
tients would have vomited under the use of chloroform in 
its pure state. 

As this experiment is doubtless a harmless one, I hope 
those who are constantly usinc chloroform will more fuUy 
test its ytdue. In regard to the manner of administering 
it, the great point is to give the patient an opportunity to 
have a free supply of air in connexion with its yapor. 
Next to thu, have the mind of the patient ealm, and, if pos- 
sible, firee from apprehension. I have fire^uently knowm 
dentists and physicians to say to their patients : " I will 
give you diloroform, but you must take it at your own 
risk." No surer course coukl be taken on the part of the 
operator to defbat his olject I mvat koew cUoroform U 
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act fatisfiictorny while the miDd of the patient was thus 
8Qrd)arged with fear. I would say to nil wishing to use 
cUorofonn this— first make up your own mind whether 
^on will or will not give it If you decide to administer 
It, never express any fear or douht as to a good result to 
vour patient ; confine all that sort of talk, or even look, to 
irienda, if doubt should be expressed. An eminent surgeon 
once remarked tome, that it was his experience that nearly 
twice as much chloroform was often required to extract a 
tooth as to amputate a limb. The reason is simply this : — 
Dentists, hoping to avoid administering it by fi-ightening 
the patient, are obliged to give the first half to get the 
patient where he ought to have been on the start. I ha\e 
found the recumbent, or partially recumbent position, the 
most favorable, and generally have my patient as nearly so 
as is practicable. Lastly, everything about the apartment 
should be perfectly quiet. There should be no more per- 
sons present than may be needed as assistants, and nothing 
said or done to draw the attention of the patient. 1 
hardly need add that while the operator should have 
everything provided for in the way of instruments, etc., 
this preparation should not be made in the presence of the 
patient This is easily done by seating your patient in 
another room till all is arranged, and your ** battery 
masked." By strict observance of these rules you will be 
enabled to use the least possible amount of chloroform to 
produce the desired effect, and I think may have very little 
iq^prehension of unfavorable results. I cannot close this 
article without expressing the wish that every inidiigtnt 
(pardon me for ihU adiective) physician and dentist would 
take some pains to enlighten the public mind in regard to 
this subject of anaesthetics, and point out clearly their use 
and abuse, and thus rescue this practice from its control by 
empirics. 

BTBACUtB, V. T., Feb. 18, ISM. 
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At 11 o'clock on Sunday morning, February 26, 1860, 1 
was called to see a boy two years and one month old, who 
had been suffering from a severe cold for several days. I 
found the child presenting the ordinary signs of incipient 
membranous croup. An emetic, hot water bath, and an 
expectorant mixture were ordered. After the administra- 
tion of these, there was an apparent abatement of the symp- 
toms; thereupon a mercuriu purge was administered. As 
night approached, however, the symptoms again became 
aggravated, and there was again repeated the emetic, hot 
water bath, and the topical application of a strone solution 
of nitrate of silver to toe throat, which again produced par- 
tial relief to the patient. During the night steam from 
boiling water was frequently inhaled to the relief of the 
urgent dyspnoea, but no permanent abatement in the pro- 
gress of the disease ensueo. 

On the morning of the 27th, the dyspnoea had become 
suffocative, and the patient's strength was rapidly Ming. 
Dr. Qteo, A. Peters was called in consultation. It was 
agreed that the case was clearly membranous croup, and 
the 0|ieration of tracheotomy was decided against The 
topical application to the throat was changed to tr. iodine, 
Tarious emetics were given, and the inhaktion of steam 
persisted in without relief to the patient, who gradually 
became worse. 

About midday some relatives of the family, without my 
knowledge, called in Dra Sayre and Church, who, recog- 
nUtng the imminence of the case, advised and urged the 
immediate operation of tracheotomy. I opposed thw mea- 
•ure, and bemg sustained by the parents. I suggested as a 

re»ort> the laore emdent use of hot vapor, in a 



general mode, by filling, at a high temperature, the atmo- 
sphere with a dense cloud. This was acceded to by both 
gintlemen, who suggested several plans to accomphsh this, 
aving tried these without avail, I finally adopted the fol- 
lowing, which was to place a number or large tin pans in 
different parts of the room containing boiling water, and in 
these to immerse heated bricks and sad-irons, until the room 
became thickly clouded with steam : also the temperature 
of the room was raised to one hnndrea decrees as an average. 
Soon after fiiUy estublishing this condition of the atmo- 
sphere of the room, although the process was exceedingly 
oppressive and exhausting to the attendants, the patient 
began to exhibit signs of relief. This treatment was con- 
tinued during the night without relaxation, with evident 
benefit to the patient, so that on the morning of the 28th 
the dyspnoea was diminished and the breathing had as- 
sumed a less stridulous character, the cough was less harsh, 
and the expectoration had become profuse, the sputa being 
copious, and of an opaque, gelatiniform character. The 
pulse had improved in strength, and was about 110 in fre- 
quency. The skin was bathed inperspimtion, and the pink 
color had returned to the lips. The vaporizmg treatment 
was continued as efficiently as before. The throat was 
occasionally sponged with dilute tr. iodine, and the patient 
was given milk punch or wine whey and beef tea, which 
had been given the day before, but had not been taken by 
the patient to any extent, until some relief frt)m the urgent 
dyspnoea had followed from the hot vapor treatment^ when 
he commenced to take nourishment freely. 

This plan of vaporizing was continued without intermis- 
sion until the 30tn, a period of seventy-two hours, when 
the patient became entirely relieved. Dyspnoea and all 
hoarseness and stridulous cou^ had subsided. He had 
partaken freely of ^nourishment and stimulants, which re- 
stored his strength rapidly. The vapor and temperature 
were now gradually lessened for the two succeeding days, 
until the atn^osphere of the room had assumed only a moist 
condition at 80 degrees. From this time the patient con- 
tinued to convalesce with judicious precautions, and sur- 
vives to this day. 

I remained constantly with this patient during the se- 
venty-two hours of the vaporizing treatment, and I was 
thus enabled to determine the maximum and minimum 
degrees of heat and vapor, which were necessary to afford 
constant and permanent relief These were from 90 to 110 
deuces of Fahrenheit. Below 90 degrees the dyspnoea and 
stridulous inspiration would increase, above 110 degrees 
the pulse would indicate exhaustion. And this heated 
atmosphere required to be charged with steam to the extent 
of a dense cloud continually. 

This general application of steam in an atmosphere of 
high temperature for the treatment of membranous croup, 
was suggested to me by the investigations and treatment 
of oedema glottidis, during the years 1848 and *49, by my 
former preceptor Dr. G-urdon Buck, who advocated and used 
inhalations of steam as one of the means of treatment in 
this diease. 

On the 18th of February, 1864, 1 was called to attend a 
girl seven years old, who had been suffering with catarrh and 
croupy symptoms for two days. The mother had given 
emetics and used some domestic remedies, but the child 
rapidly grew worse. I was summoned at 5 p.m. The 
patient was evidently suffering with incipient croup. The 
tonsils were greatly swollen and inflamed, and abundant 
mucous secretions blocked up the faucea A stimulating 
expectorant mixture was ordered, and instructions given to 
generate steam in the room to as great an extent as possi- 
ble. At 9 P.M. dyspnoea had increased : breathing more 
stridulous. Orderea an occasional emetic of ipecac. Va- 
porizing had not been done efficiently, consequently gave 
more explicit instructions to continue the treatment Ou 
the 19th, however, the patient was much worse. The 
disease had increased. The dyspnoea hod become urgent^ 
cough was croupy ; there was loss of voice ; her streneth 
was last fkiling. The ateaming prooeas had not been mam- 
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tained efficiently durine the night, consequently no benefit 
had resulted from it. Considering Uiat if the operation of 
tracheotomy would avail in this case^o time should be lost, 
I called in consultation, at 3 p.m^ Drs. J. K, Merritt and 
Qeo. A. Peters. It was decided not to operate — as there 
appeared to be a diphtheritic element in the case. Pro- 
gnosis considered to be decidedly unfavorable. The treat- 
ment, however, was ordered to be as follows : two and a 
half grains each of chlorat potass, and muriat ammon. to be 
given every two hours ; five grains sulph. cupri whenever 
the paroxysms of dyspnoea are suffocative. Milk punch 
and beef tea ad libitum, and the vaporizing process to be 
thoroudily instituted and maintained. At the suggestion 
of Dr. Merritt, a comer or the room was inclosed by means 
of a thick quilt suspended from the ceiling ; within this was 
a ^ bracket, to which was connected a gas stove : upon 
this was placed a large tin boiler partly filled with hot 
water. The patient was taken within this inclosure and 
held in the arms of an attendant she being less oppressed 
for breath in such position. 

It was soon found that the gas i^paratus did not gen^ 
rate sufficient steam or heat; consequently heated brinks and 
sad-irons were frequently immersed, and the fire in the room 
increased so as to raise the temperature in the inclosure to 
100 degrees mean, and to keep the atmosphere charged 
with a continuous dense cloud of steam. This vaporizmg 
procedure was fairlv established at five p.m. ; Dr. Merritt 
and myself visited the patient at eleven p.m. together. 
The disease was evidently held in check ; dyspnoea slightly 
diminished ; inspiration not so stridulons : cough less ringing 
and harsh ; expectoration more free, and the sputa consist 
of a tough viscid mucus. As the breathing becomes less 
labored, she is more inclined to take nourishment and sti- 
mulants. Her strength no longer fails: pulse, although 
very frequent, is yet somewhat fuller. On the 20Ui, after 
fourteen hours' steaming process, there is a positive ame- 
lioration of the disease. Dyspnoea not so urgent ; expec- 
toration quite free. Voice returning; inspiration less 
atridulous; cough loose and humid; general condition 
improved. Two P.M., twenty-one hours' steaming ; patient 
steadily improving. Her mother states Uiat two hours 
previously ^e coughed up a tough piece, about an inch in 
length, which was curved transversely, and was quite dif- 
ferent from the rest of the ^uta, quantities of which she 
is now expectorating, which is of an opaque, gelatinized 
character. Six p.m., twenty-five hours' steaming. There 
is a slight exacerbation of the symptoms. The vaporizing 

Srocess, which has not been quite so effective during the 
ay, is now actively instituted again, and ordered to be 
persisted with during the night. 21st — ^Thirty-nine hours* 
8t<^aming. The exacerbation subsided at three o'clock 
this morning ; firom this date the disease gradually dimi- 
nished, the patient gained strength and appetite; so that on 
the morning of the 22d, sixty-three hours' steaming, she 
was disposed to have her toys to play with, being still in 
the vapor bath, at somewhat less man previous efficiency ; 
at this time she was coughing up freely tou^, opaque 
pieces, which seemed to be broken down false membrane 
mTolred in semi-gelatinized mucus. 23d — The patient is 
80 rapidly convalescing, that at the end of about seventv- 
three hours' steaming she is no longer confined in die 
inclosure, but allowed to be in the room at 80 degrees, 
with a moist atmosphere. Some three days after the last 
note, the patient was suffering fi*om a slight attack of pneu- 
monia consequent upon undue exposure and want of care ; 
from this, however, she soon recovered, and has since 
appeared perfectly well 

In a general summary of these two cases of membra- 
nous croup, successfully treated by the general apphcation 
of a steam bath at a high temperature, there are some 
points novel, and worthy the consideration of the profession. 
The diagnosis was beyond a question cynanche tradiealis, 
attended with the formation of false membrane. Tbe 
operation of tracheotomy afforded but little hope of ulti- 
mate recovery. The hot vpot in both instances afforded 



entire relief fix)m impending suffocation. By its continued 
thorough use, the membrane was evidently arrested in its 
formation, partially dissdved, and finally detached from its 
attachments and ejected. There are three promineni 
points in the treatment which I desire to vividly impress 
upon all, viz : — 

, 1st The hot vapor must pervade the atmosphere bresth« 
ed by the patient to the pomt of a dense doud. 

2d. The thermometer must be closely watched, and 
the temperature kept between 90^ and 110' of Fahrenheit 

3d. Tne treatment must be (KanmgKl^ penevered m 
until all croupy symptoms have disu>peared, which in both 
instances required about seventy-three hours, after which 
time some moisture must still be persisted in, or symptoms 
of bronchial irritation will supervene. 



BKMARKS ON 

AXILLARY AND SUBCLAVIAN LIGATIONS, 

WITH CA8£8, 

Bt OTIS M. HUMPHREY, M.D., 
•uioaov, VAV. 

Not remembering the statistical results of the recorded 
instances of ligation of the axillary and subdavian arteries, 
and vnthout the opportunity for reference at hand, I am 
unable to state tlie proportion of successfiil cases of each of 
these two operations, or their comparative security firom 
recurrence or haemorrhage, or the probability of recovery to 
patients. From the two following cases in my own expe- 
rience, and from observation, I am inclined to three con- 
clusions : — 

First That both operations are both simpler and safer 
than they are generallv regarded. 

Secondlv. That, of the two ligations, that of the subcla- 
vian affords the greater security from recurrence of h»mor« 
rhage ; due not onl^ to the fact of the distance of the prac- 
ticable point of ligation in its third portion fix>m any branch 
in its continuity, but due also, seemingly, to the ciroum- 
gtance that its canal of exit between the scaleni muscles is 
bounded and supported by the first rib and the firm struc- 
tures of the scaleni, and that the constriction of that canal, 
resulting ftom inflammation temporarily set up in the mus- 
cles and adjacent tissues by the laceration consequent on 
the operation, must serve to reduce the calibre of the 
artery, and of course the force of the circulation, the arte- 
rial pulsation, and the strain on the ligated extremity. 

Thirdly. That in case of secondary hismorrhage from 
the axillary artery, the subclavian should be tied fiarUsfHy 
and without dtJay^ as by any other, or temporizing course, 
we are almost surely sacrificing our patient, or risking his 
chances for recovery after a later li^tion of the subclavian, 
by loss of blood in Uie almost certam recurrence of hsemor^ 
rhage. Certain it is that patients presenting no greater 
discouragements than the following cases, have been 
allowed to lie and bleed to death by driblets from the 
axillary artery, with no interference further than compres- 
sion, styptics, and posture (of what use in the case of so 
short and large a trunk ?) under the impression of inutility 
and danger of further operative efforts. In the first 
case following there is gooa reason to believe that a con- 
servative delay to operate, with the utmost care and vigi- 
lance, lost a life. 

Cote I. — ^Augustus Reed, private, Ga B, 60th Mass. Vols., 
set. 18 years, was struck by a three inch solid shot at the 
battle of " Deserted House," Va. His right arm was car- 
ried away from near the shoulder-ioint It was eaHy in 
the morning, and very dark, and before he could receive 
any surgical aid he had lost blood fi-eely. Amputation was 
performed at the shoulder-joint by Surg. Harlan, llth Pa. 
Cav.. barely sufficient flap being obtainable — and that in- 
jured — ^to cover the stump. The axillary artery was fol- 
lowed down as deeply as possible, and the ligafgfe lippli^ji 
as was believed, to an uninjured point on the VeMsl After' 
the operation, he rallied weQ nnder tomes, ^^nndiiiH "^^ 
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concentrated nourishmeDt, in the regimental hospital in 
6u£folk, tliough the flaps sioughed away, leaving a large, 
bare, traosTetse stump. Anticipating possible bflemorrhage, 
a dose watch wiis kept, and the nurses were instructed in 
that event to make instant subclavian compression. Not- 
withstanding these precautions, while the patient was 
slewing about midnight of Feb. 6th, haemorrhage occurred 

J>rotusel7, and before compression could be effected, patient 
ost probably two quarts of blood. The following morning, 
the compression having been gradually removed, no further 
loss of blood bad been sustained ; circulation feeble, but 
patient pretty bright. D. W. Hand, Surg. U.S.V., Med. 
Director Peck*s Division, and Surg. Harlan, were called in 
consultation, and it was decided that as there was now no 
tendency to haemorrhage, and it could not be positively 
determined that it was the axillair artery which had 
opened, the operation of ligating the subclavian should 
be deferred, in the hope of its non-recurrence, a constant 
watch being kept on the stump. A week passed with 
occasional inconsiderable oozing. In the evening of the 
13th the vessel again opened. The parts about the shoulder 
were much swollen, and before compression could be 
effected there was an additional loss of more than a quart 
of bloody producing in the patient extreme exhaustion. 
The following morning the subclavian artery was tied 
through the subclavian triangle, by the writer, assisted by 
Surgeons Hand and Harlan. The superficial nervous 
branches and veins were kept well retracted, and the 
artery was reached and secured without the loss of a 
spoonful of blood. Reaction after the anaestlietic was not 
vigorous, but encouraging. Every sustaining measure was 
adopted to support the patient. He sustained no further 
haemorrhage, and the vessel acquired a secure plug ; but 
tlie drafts on his vitality had been too heavy, and he died 
in four weeks from tlie last operation, of asthenia. A 
peculiar feature of the case was, that during these weeks, 
the tegumentary and areolar margins of the wound suffered 
a constant phagedenic erosion, so that the incision above 
the clavicle became a broad ellipse. 

Case ir. — Henry Kilmann, ajt. 21, private, i2th Maine 
Vols., Co. G, suffered compound comminuted fracture of 
both bones of the lefl forearm and elbow-joint, with severe 
laceration of the muscles of the arm, by a raihroad accident, 
near New Orleans, La., Jan. 17th, 1864, Some time 
elapsed before he was discovered and brought into this 
hospital, no attempt having been made to check the free 
haemorrhage. The writer immediately amputated at the 
junction of the upper with the middle third of humerus, 
and as good a flap was selected as the injured tissues would 
permit. Some half dozen arteries were secured by liga- 
tures, well and deeply applied. The usual dressing and 
treatment were adopted ; condition and prognosis very 
favorable. Nothing untoward happened till the night 
of the 23d, when some haemorrhage occurred from the 
stump ; controlled by elevating it. On the night of the 
24th there was slight bleeding : again controlled as before, 
without repetition, till the night of the 31st, when, while 
patient was asleep, haemorrhage occurred copiously and in 
a full stream, to the extent of three pints or more. A tour- 
niquet was applied above till morning, when the artery was 
tied in its thini portion by the writer, assisted by J. JB. G. 
Baxter. Surgeon U.S.V., in charge, and several of the 
medical gentlemen attending. The vessel presented a 
healthy appearance. A degree of prostration followed the 
haemorrhage and the anaesthetic, but under a forced sus- 
taining regimen patient improved fairly, till the evening 
of Feb. 7th, when the axillary artery opened at the point 
of ligation, and although a trained watch was at hand, it 
was estimated that two quarts of blood were lost before 
eff^K^tc^al compression could be made on the subclavian, 
wbiclj, in order to control the open vessel till daylight, had 
to k^ contimied almost constantly. On the morning of the 
8tix, aa^jsi^ by Surg. S. Kneeland, U.S.V., and others, I 
%ated the suV^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ii'd portion, through the sub- 
ciaviaa trlmgt^ The vaasel lay very deep, and, to make 



sufficient room, it was necessary to freely incbe the trape- 
zius, and tie the superOcial veins, which were mnch en- 
larged. The vessel was reached, found to appeir healthy, 
and tied with a ligature composed of three threads of 
ordinary suture silk. After restoration of consciousness, 
patient was found greatly depressed^ with hands and feet 
cold, and stump very cold and anaemic. Brandy was admi- 
nistered, and hot alcoholic fomentations applied to the 
extremities, also to the stump, and was continued to the 
stump till it produced vesicles, for which was then substi- 
tuted warm dressing of a weak solution of ferri sulph. 
The best nourishment, with milk, milk punch, beef essence, 
brandy egg-nog, were ur^ed, and tr. ferri sesquichlor., 
quiniae sulpb., and ext nucis vom. continued. The stump 
was saved from gangrene, but a sinus, which had formed in 
its posterior aspect previous to the last operation, greatly 
enlarged, and discharged from the comer of the flaps about 
a pint daily. Irritative fever set in. |j. oL morrhuae, 
ter in die, was added. The fever yielded in a few days, 
and by Feb. 15th there was no apprehension from pyaemia. 
By the 29ih all the ligatures had sloughed away without 
the slightest haemorrhage, and at this writing, March 8th, 
the man has a good appetite ; the wound above the clavicle 
has nearlv healed ; tlie stump is well nourished ; the flaps 
are nearly healed and seem closed ; and he can, without 
exhaustion, sit up three hours at a time. There is no rea- 
son to doubt his speedy and perfect recovery of robust 
health. 

BASBAOXS U.S. OSN. HOSPITAI,, 

Hkw Oklvaxb, Ijl, March, ISSi. 
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TREATMENT OF OONSCMPTION. 

The Med, Times and Gazette for Feb. 6 contains an arti- 
cle by John K. Spender, Surgeon to the Eastern Dispen- 
sary, Bath, ** On some points m the medicinal treatment of 
chronic pulmonary consumption." Instead of contenting 
ourselves with the aphorism, " that the fact of a large num- 
ber of substances being alleged to cure a disease, is a de- 
monstration of its incurability," our author would have us 
first lessen our therapeutic ignorance, by ascertaining the 
exact limits of our knowledge ; and then, to make the most 
of all the certain knowledge we possess. Ck>mmencing 
with the fundamental fact laid down by Hughes Bennett, 
that " phthisis pulmonalis is a disease of the primary diges- 
tion," producing that constitutional state which precedes 
the development of tubercle, "the excess of acidity in the 
alimentary canal" more than neutrahzing the alkaline 
secretions of the saliva, and of the pancreatic joioe, render- 
ing them incapi^le of " either transforming the carbona- 
ceous constituents of vegetable food into oil, or of so prepar- 
ing fatty matters introduced into the system^ as will render 
them easily assimilable," he arrives at the first therapeutic 
necessity, that alkalies are, as a ruUj beneficial. Where there 
is " diseased primary digestion" the blood will be deficient 
in red corpuscles, from which comes the second therapeutic 
necessity, the administration outran (Trousseau to the con- 
trary notwithstanding), and an abundance o/meai-/ood. 

The third therapeutic necessity arises from the emaciation 
which accompanies the disease, and suggests the employ- 
ment of that class of food and medicines, of which cod-liver 
oil stands al the head. These are his " three main thera- 
peutic postulates ;" all other remedies are regarded as mere 
auxiUaries. Of the alkalies, we have potash-water, bicar- 
bonate of potash, lime-water, and the aromatic spirits of 
ammonia. Most of the salts of iron cannot be combined 
with an alkali without undergoing decomposition, but the 
potassio-tartrate of iron is free from this objection, and may 
be prescrioed as follows : 4. Ferri potassio-tart, gr. v. ; spts. 
ammoniae arom., M. xv. ; spts. aetberis chlor., ni x. ; aquae 
purae, ad S I M. it. haustus. This may be taken two or 
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three times a day, and if the patient choose^ the appropriate 
doee of cod liver oil may be taken in combination with the 
draught, with which it is easily miscible. When diarrhoea 
exists, the saccharated carbonate of iron, united with the 
chalk and opium powder, may be substituted for the iron 
and alkaline draught, and continued until the diarrhoea is 
reheved, that the '* primary digestion" may resume its pro- 
per functions. Particular remedies to meet particular exi- 
gencies may be employed, subordinate to these three great 
principles. Night sweats are best relieved by a few grams 
of oxide of zinc. 

OIL 07 MALE-FERN IN TAPEWORM. 

On this subject, Alex. Fleming, M.D., etc, Physician 
to the Queen s Hospital, Birmingham, thus reports: — 

" The usefulness or otherwise of the oil of male-fern in 
tapeworm, and the best mode of exhibiting the drug, were 
the special objects of this inquiry. The question was issued 
on the 22d of November, 1862 ; and the schedules Ulled 
up have been returned to me by several gentlemen. 

** Total number of cases 100. 

" JSex, — Of these 100 cases, 30 were males, and 70 fe- 
males. The remarkable preponderance of the female sex 
among the subjects of tapeworm, here shown, and, as I 
believe, for the first time on numerical data, is full of inte- 
rest in relation to the cause of the disease, and most deserv- 
ing of further inquiry. The great majority of the cases em- 
braced in this report are taken from hospital out-patients, 
among whom the women suffer frequently from dyspepsia, 
very much more so than do the men ; and we can readily 
understand how the * measle ' will have a higher chance 
of esci^ping death in a weak stomach, and subsequently 
making a home for itself in the bowels. As respects the 
diet itnlf, the risk run by men must be greater than that bv 
women ; as they eat a larger proportion of animal food, and, 
in Birmingham especially, of pork. Our returns show 
that the male-fern, as a remedy, is of equal efficacy in both 
sexes. • 

'* Affe. — ^The age of the patient is not mentioned in .8 of 
the cases. Of the remaining 92, the average age of all, in 
round numbers, is 29 ; of the females, 30 ; of the males, 28. 
The returns include cases of all ages except infancy, and 
prove that the oil of male-fern is an efficient remedy as well 
m the child as in the adult A child of 1 year and 11 
months is the youngest, and a woman aged 69 the oldest 
example. The exclusive milk diet of infants, and oonse- 
-^uent freedom from the cause of the parasite, explains their 
immunity from tapeworm. 

' " The Duration of the Disease b not given in 33 cases. 
Of the remaining 67, it is stated to vary from a few days, 
as in four cases in Dr. Anderson's schedule, to 36 years, as 
in the example reported by Mr. Anderton. There are 11 
cases whose duration varies from 6 weeks to 10 months; 
16 are reported of 1 year's duration ; 9 of 2 years; 4 of 5 
years; 3 of 7 vears ; 3 of 10 je&rs J I of 12 years ; 1 of 
14 years; 2 of 20 years ; and 1 of^ 36 years. The re- 
turns show that the oil of male-fern has been as efficient as 
a remedy in cases of long standing as in the more recent 

** Prwious Treatment, — In 35 of the cases, it is stated that 
there was no previous treatment Among the remedies 
which had been used in the others, kousso was employed 
twice — once with, and once without success. Turpentine 
had been given on fifteen occasions — seven times with, and 
eight times without success. The oil of male-fern had been 
previously used five times — three times with, and twice 
without success. In one of those cases where it had failed, 
it was subsequently given in mixture with milk, in the mode 
which I have suggested, and with perfect success. 

" Doee^ Time^ and Mode of Administration, Dose. — The 
medicine has been administered in doses of a few minims, 
of half a drachm, of one drachm, one and a half, and of two 
drachms. The returns show that one drachm is a sufficient 
dose ; at least, in the great majority of cases. The larger 
dosea more frequently excite sickness, vomiting, and dmr- 
rhGBa. 



*' Time, — ^In many of the cases, the oil was given in the 
morning ; in a greater number, at bedtime. The results of 
the two methods, when compared together, do not show 
any material difference in success. 1 pre(er to give the 
drug at bedtime, because the patient should continue to 
fast for eight or ten hours after taking it ; and it is easier 
to do so during sleep than waking. ^ 

" Mode. — In 47 or the cases, the oil was given with milk, 
in the manner which I had myself suggested in the obser- 
^ vations which accompanied the schedule. The following is 
the formula referred to. 

" Mix well of oil of male-fern one drachm, and mucilage 
half an ounce. This draught is mixed with one ounce and 
a half of sweet milk^ and taken at bedtime ; the patient 
having omitted the dinner and evening meal of that day. 
Taken thus, on an empty stomach, the mixture is carried 
speedily into the intestines, to feed, and at the same time 
poison, the hungry parasite which nestles there. Milk is 
the favorite food of the worm. Next momine a dose of 
castor-oil may be given. If necessary, this medication may 
be repeated daily, one, two, and three times, or unUl the 
worm is discharged. 

" In the remaining cases, the drug was given without 
milk, in mucilage or some aromatic water. In nearly all 
the cases comprised in the returns, care was taken to give 
the remedy on an empty stomach. The two classes of 
cases, therefore, or those in which the male-fern was given 
with milk, and those in which milk was not used, admit of 
fair comparison ; and of the higher efficiency of the first of 
these methods of exhibition the returns are conclusive. So 
given, the drug acts more quickly, and at the same time 
more efficienUy. The proportion of failures is nearly the 
same with both methods ; but the length of worm discnarg- 
ed, and, so far as we can judge, the thoroughness of the 
cure, predominate in those cases where milk was used. 

" Physiological Effects, — Sometimes the medicine operates 
without pain or nausea; more oflen, there are sickness, 
griping pains, and purging. Vomiting is reported in ten of 
the cases. Dr. Bree observes that under its use, the urine 
was usually loaded with lithic acid. In one of Dr. Ander- 
son's cases, the menses, which had been absent for several 
months, returned afler the use of the oiL The vomiting 
and purging were caused frequently by the second dos& 
after the worm had been discharged ; and must be ascribed 
to the action of the drug itself on the gastro-intestinal mu- 
cous membrane — ^not, as some have thouffh^ to the dying 
struggles of the poisoned worm, though it may be that 
these play some part in their causation. 

*' In five of the 100 cases, the worm was discharged 
alive. Except that it was expelled with unusual speed I 
cannot trace any circumstance to account for the livmg 
state of the parasite in these examples. The largest por- 
tion of tapeworm which is reported to have been passed is 
fifteen yards. This was in Dr. Bennett's case. Ko mention 
is made of any other species of tapeworm than the tsdnia 
solium. Large round worms were discharged in two cases. 

"The worm was for the most part expelled after the first 
dose, but in a few cases not till afler a second or third dose. 
The worm was oflen passed before any purgative was 
taken, and separately from the ordinary evacuation. In 
one instance recorded in Mr. Thompson's schedule, the 
worm was discharged upwards by vomiting. This was the 
case of a female aged 40, who had suffered many years 
from tapeworm. She took one drachm of the oil of male- 
fern in milk, according to my formula; and in the course of 
an hour, vomited a very long tapeworm, which was quite 
dead. None passed by stool Afler two days, the draught 
was repeated ; and she passed a large quantity of dead 
and broken tapeworm. The patient had previously taken 
various remedies without success. In Dr. Anderson's sche- 
dule, the case of a girl aged 18 is narrated, who became 
very sick after taking two drachms of the oil of male-fern 
in milk, and vomited a large round worm. She was after- 
wards purged smartly, and passed a quantity of joints of 
tapeworm. 
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" The ftverage time which elapsed between the adminis- 
tratioQ of the oil and the expulsion of the parasite was six 
hours. It was discharged in half an hour in seven cases, 
in one hour in nine cases, in two hours in six cases, in three 
hours in three cases^ in five hours in six cases. The longest 
interval mentioned is twenty-four hours. 

" In sevead of the cases, the worm was passed in a 
broken and softened state. In these cases a considerable 
interval had elapsed between the taking of the oil and the 
expulsion of the worm, the softened condition of which 
was probably due to a more or less complete digestion of 
the already poisoned and dead worm. 

The head is reported to have been found in three cases 
(schedule of Mr. Spender) ; but in one of these its dis- 
covery rests only on the authority of the patient It is 
generallv thought that the rarity with which the head is 
obtained is due to its not being killed and detached with 
the body ; but it seems improbable that the poison should 
take more effect on the body than the head oi the creature, 



and which it meets first in its passage downwards from the 
stomach. According to Dr. JNelson, the food is taken in 
chiefly by the head. I am more inclined to refer the rare 
discovery of the head to its solution in the digestive fluids. 
Thin and delicate, it must be easy of digestion. Moreover, 
placed higher op in the canal, it is in closer proximity to 
the more active solvent juices. The thin and translucent 
neck, though found more often than the head, is also gene- 
, rally absent ; and probably for the like reason. I am dis- 
posed to refer relapses to the growth of other worms which 
have escaped the action of the poison, and not to the re- 
sprouting of the old head. 

" Duration of the Cure. — ^Though relapses oft»n occur, 
there is reason to believe that the cure is permanent in a 
lai^ proportion of the cases. The length or time (one year) 
assigned to this inquiry, and the difficulty of ascertaining 
the future history, especially of hospital patients, render the 
returns in reference to this important point unavoidably of 
less value than we could desire. I may mention in this 
place, that Mr. Osbom, in a note to his schedule, states that 
two cases of tapeworm are known to him, both females, of 
38 and 17 years of age respectively, where the oil of male- 
fern was used with success, and where the patients re- 
mained, to his knowledge, well for many years. In con- 
cluding this report, it is only just to remember, in connex- 
ion with our subject, the early labors of Peschier of Ge- 
neva, and dating so far back as 1830, but which had been 
almost overlooked in England until Dr. Chris ^ison, in 1853, 
gave the sanction of his authority to the results of Peschier's 
trials. The later experiences of Drs. Gull, Jenner, Bennettw 
WiUshire, Ransome, and others, have abundantly confirmea 
their observations, and, conjoined with the results of the 
present inquiry, establish beyond doubt the great efficacy 
of the oil of male-fern in tapeworm, and its superiority to 
the other known remedies of this disease. Further, our 
report points very decidedlyto the most efficient mode of 
exnibiting the drug ; and the whole inquiry has, as I have 
reason to know, rendered excellent service to therapeutics 
by making the virtues of the oil of male-fern more widely 
known and employed th.oughout the profession. It re- 
mains only for me to offer my best thanks to all the gen- 
tlemen who made returns to me for their valuable aid in 
this inquiry.*' — Brit Med, Joum, 



Deaths in London. — An infant, aged three weeks, was 
last week poisoned by a lozenge which contained the 
forty-eighth part of a grain of morphia. A child, aged two 
years, died from the scratch of a kitten. Nine nonagena- 
rians died in the week. — Brit Med, Jour, 

Dr. Stadfeldt gives a valuable memoir on placental 
remains in the uterus after labor at term and abortion. He 
agrees with Braun in opinion that such remains may occa- 
sionally be developed long after into forms of polypi, giving 
rise to all the symptoms of ^y]pu8,'^DubUn Med, P?em, 
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SALE OF DISEASED MEATS. 

Among the subjects relating to the public health which 
should interest every citizen, that of the sale of diseased 
meats is of prime importance, and merits especial atten- 
tion. We read the weekly reports of the City Inspector 
and of the police, of the amount of diseased meat which 
they seize and remove, and though astonislied at the 
enormous aggregate, are accustomed to beUeve that the 
whole has been removed from the market But such is 
not the case. We should come nearer the txxith did we 
estimate the amount removed as the hundredth, and per- 
haps thousandth, part which finds its way to the tables of 
the laboring classes, who are compelled to buy the cheaper 
class of meats. Since the introduction of railroads, the 
increase of diseased stock in our markets has been very 
marked. Not only does easy transportation facilitate the 
conveyance of diseased animals, which would otherwise be 
allowed to die in the country, but many healthy animals 
are so bruised in transit that, when slaughtered, large sub- 
cutaneous abscesses are disclosed. Formeriy, stock reached 
^e markets of large cities only by the slow process of foot- 
travelling, but this necessitated the feeding of animals at 
proper intervals, in order that they might retain their 
flesh. They thus reached their destination by easy marches, 
foot-sore perhaps,} but never reduced in flesh, nor weak 
fix>m suppurating sores. In railway tran^>ortation the 
whole system is changed. The stock is crowded into open 
cars, often hundreds of miles distant, exposed to the wea- 
ther, unable to lie down, jammed with violence against the 
sides of the cars by the motion of the train, or the crowd- 
ing of others ; and to add to this cruelty, deprived of food 
and water until they are slaughtered. 

Observation confirms our logical condusions from such 
facts that few, very few perfectly healthy animals are now 
sUughtered in our large cities ; but as yet no sufficient 
inquiry has been made to determine the extent of ibis 
evil In England, where due importance is attadied io 
every cause or measure affecting the public health, the 
subject of diseased meats has attracted great atten- 
tion, and a bill has been introduced into Parliament 
designed to effect the desired reform. From a speech in 
Parliament, by Mr. Bbucb, some instructive facts were 
developed in regard to the diseases of cattle. He stated 
that statistical tables show, that, in the six years fixnn 1865 
to 1860 inclusive, the average annual mortality among cat- 
tle was nearly 5 per cent.; the annual death-rate for 
sheep is estimated at 4 per cent In regard to pigs, the 
estimated loss in Ireland is 10 per cent ; in England and 
Scotland it is much less. The most fatal of diseases is 
pleuro-pneumonla, from which at least half of the cattle 
died. He stated that an enormous mass of diseased meat, 
in various stages of disease, is annually sold. What the 
precise quantity is it would of course be difficult to esti- 
mate. Professor Gamgee estimated it at one-fifth. There 
is no conclusive evidence on the subject, although there is 
ample evidence that the quantities are very large, not only 
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of meat killed while cattle were diseased, but of cattle 
which had died without the aid of the butcher. Mr. Bruce 
took the case where the figures were beyond dispute. The 
^deaths in dairies are most numerous. In Edinburgh Prof. 
Gam cox gvre returns from eighty-eight dairies, for the year 
ending 1862. Out of 1,839 cows kept, 1,075 were sold dis- 
eased, of which 791 were sold to butchers, and 284 to be 
consumed by pigs. In nine dairies in Dublin, on an ave- 
rage of twenty years, out of 315 cows, 161 were sold dis- 
eased. 

Professor Gamgei says; — "In London I haye seen 
butchers in private slaughter-houses dress extremely dis- 
eased carcasses and ^ polish ' the meat. This filthy practice 
consists in killing a cood fat ox, at the same time that a 
number of lean and diseased animals are being killed. 
Boiling water is at hand, and when the lean animals have 
been skinned their flesh is rubbed over with fat from the 
healthy ox, and hot cloths are used to keep the fat warm, 
and to distribute it over the carcass, that it may acquire an 
artificial gloss and an appearance of not being totally de- 
prived of fat. In Edmburgh I have seen sickly lambs 
without a particle of fat upon them dressed up with the 
fitt of healthy sheep, much in the same way. From the 
private slaughter-houses in London I have known even the 
diseased organs themselves sent to the sausage-maker. In 
company with another member of my profession, I have 
seen a carcass dressed and portions of it prepared for sale 
as sausage meat, and otherwise, although thoracic disease 
had gone to such an extent that gallons of fetid fluid were 
removed from the pleural sacs, and that large abscesses ex- 
isted in the lungs. 

In Edinburgh there were between 100 and 200 diseased 
cattle sold weekly in the meat market At a meeting of 
the Itoyal Dublin Society, Mr. Ganlet, salesmaster, said : 
" That unless some means were devised to give the farmer 
iome compensation for diseased cattle, it was impossible to 
prevent him firom selling them, or the butcher from killing 
and selling them. Unless some society were formed to 
have diseased meat paid for, it would be killed and eaten. 
There was no use in mincing the matter; every one of the 
salesmen sold diseased cattle. The farmer could not other- 
wise pay his rent. The disease is so prevalent that he 
ounld not live were he to submit his cattle to destructionJ* 

The deleterious effect of diseased meat upon the public 
health is established by the concurrent testimony of the 
best medical observers, as proved by Mr. Brccx. Pro- 
fessor Maclagan, of the University of Edinburgh, stated at 
a public meeting held at Edinburgh in the 29th of January, 
1862, that in his practice, both as a physician and a toxi- 
cologist^ he had met with instances in which seyeral persons 
had been attacked simultaneously with irritant symptoms 
after having in common partaken of meat which, on being 
examined, was found to contain no poison, nor to be in that 
state of putrescence which, as is well known, occasionally 
confers upon animal matters actively poisonous properties. 

Dr. Altrxd a Taylor, F.R.S., in a letter of the 12th of 
January, 1863, ^said : — *' As a general principle. I think 
diseased meat noxious and unfit for human fooa. In the 
course of my practice I have met with several cases of poi- 
soning which appeared to be attributable to diseased or 
decomposed meat — more frequently the latter. I can at 
present recall to my recollection only two fatal cases— one 
Irom diseased mutton, the sheep having had the staggers, 
and one from German sausages. Animal food has been 
frequently sent to me with a view to the detection of poi- 
son, the persons sending it having the impression that from 
the vomiting and purging produced poison must have been 



mixed with it No poison has, however, been found to 
justify this suspicion. 

Dr. Lethebt stated: — ''My opinion of the injurious 
effects of diseased meat on the health of those who make 
use of it is yery decided. I have seen so much mischief 
from it that I do not hesitate for one moment to say that 
some legislative measure is most pressingly wanted to pre- 
vent, not only the traffic in diseased meat, but also to pre- 
vent the slaughtering of diseased animals. Such regulations 
are now in operation everywhere on the Continent, and they 
are much needed here. In the city markets alone my offi- 
cers seize from one to two tons of diseased meat every week. 
Last year we seized 110,0461b8. of meat, of which 78,6971bs. 
were diseased, and 13,9441bs. from animals that had died. 
We often pursue the offenders into a court of justice, and 
have them fined or imprisoned ; but I feel that the mij^chief 
should be stopped before it reaches the markets. Officers 
are wanted to examine the cattle before they are slaugh- 
tered. As to the effects of such meat on the human sub- 
ject, 1 have seen many cases of illness from it One of 
these is sufficiently important to bring under your notice. 
In the month of November, 1860, a part of a diseased cow 
was bought in Newgate market. It came from one of the 
cow-houEos in London. It was bought by a sausage-maker 
of Kin^fsland, and, as is commonly the case with very bad 
meat, it was made up into sausages. Sixty-six persons 
partook of the sausages, and sixty-four of them were made 
very ill. They were purged, became sick, giddy, and the 
vital powers were seriously prostrated, and they lay in 
many cases for hours in a case of collapse, like people vvith 
cholera. One man died, and I was requested by the coro- 
ner to inquire into the matter. I obtained some of the 
sausages, thinking that a mineral poison might be present, 
but I could discover none ; and the whole history of the 
case showed that it was diseased meat which had done the 
work. Again, Dr. Livingstone tells us that whenever the 
natives of Afirica eat the flesh of an animal that has died 
from pleuro-pneumonia, no matter how the flesh is cooked, 
they suffer firom carbuncle. Now, it is a very remarkable 
fact that boils and carbuncles have been most prevalent in 
this country for several years past. The Registrar-Gkneral 
for Scotland has drawn attention to this fact.'' 

And Professor Gamgee said : — " My own observations 
confirm the opinions of the eminent authorities just quoted. 
I have known in many instances where meat supplied to 
students in lodging-houses in this city has led to vomiting, 
purging, and severe coUc. In the majority of instances 
such meat was cooked in the form of beefsteak. Three of 
my own students were affected simultaneously one day in 
December last. Within a couple of hours afler dinner they 
experienced colicky pains, purging, vomiting, and these 
symptoms lasted several hours. Bread, potatoes, and water 
were the only other materials they had partaken of at din- 
ner. On another occasion two were affected, but did not 
attribute the injury to the steak until the next day, when 
the servant ate what had been lefl of the meat, and suffered 
severely." 

Such startling facts should awaken the attention of every 
community that has to depend upon a general market for 
its meats. In this city we believe the evU, if known, would 
be truly alarming. But without any organised plan to pre- 
vent the .sale of improper foods, the market-men have it 
their own way, and even go so far as to retail such articles 
on the street " Meat for boarders'* was for a long tame 
the suggestire " sign" overhanging a large meat stall in the 
neighborhood of the sailors' boarding-houses. In j^n 
words it would have read: '^Diseased meat sold cheaply.' 
We cannot, however, anticipate any radical reform until a 
change in our health organizations is effected. We must 
have an enlightened Health Board with its skilled medical 
officers, before this crime against the health of the laboring 
classes can be adequately punished. 
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MEDICAL BDUOATION IN OIBMANT. 

From an abstract of a report recently made to the Frendi 
Minister of Public Instruction, by Dr. Jaccomd, who was 
sent to study the organisation of the Faculties of Medicine 
in Germany, and published in the British Medical Journal^ 
we gather the following foots. There are twenty-five Ger- 
man Universittes, each of which consists of four faculties : 
theology, law, medicine, and philosophy. In each faculty 
of medicine the instructors consist of three kinds of mas- 
ters: ordinary professors, extraordinary professors, and 
private masters. The number of ordinary professors in 
first class faculties varies fix>m twelve to fourteen ; they are 
nominated to the crown by the ordinary professors them- 
selves; they hold office for life, but at the end of thirty 
years are entitled to a pension ; which usually equals the 
professional salary. They never give less than five hours 
of lectures per week ; the clinical professors have at least 
ten hours of lecturing, sometimes fifteen or eighteen hours • 
Virchow has seventeen hours. The funds for payment of 
the professors are derived from fixed emoluments paid by 
the State or by the University, if it be rich enough; from 
fees paid by the students ; and firom fees paid for lectures. 
The extraordinary professors are nominated by the Minis- 
ter on the proposal of the faculty, and their nomination is 
for life. They have for the most part no fixed salary, but 
receive fees. These professors lecture on special subjects, 
though there are no chairs for specialties, except that of 
ophthalmology at Vienna. In regard to specialties the 
writer remarks: — 

" Specialties, from a professional point of view, may be 
reasonable enough ; bu^ from a scientific point of view, no 
Faculty should admit them. There is a chair of medicine 
and of 8ur|;erT, and it is the business of the teachers there- 
of to satisfy all the eventualities of their programme. No 
special instruction is admitted into the classical and tradi- 
tional circle of ordinary instruction. But then, on the other 
hand, the branches called special are largely represented in 
the instruction of the coctraordinary professors and private 
masters." 

In addition to these professors, ordinary and extraordi- 
nary, there are private teadiers employed in medical in- 
struction under the faculty ; these appointments are made 
by the faculty after special examination ; they receive fees, 
and are obliged to give courses of lectures, choosing any 
subject which belongs to the particular branch of study to 
which they are appointed. 

ORUKC TRBATMENT OF UNION PRISONERS. 

Thk release of a large number of Union soldiers from the 
loathsome prison-house of Bichmond, confirms all the hor- 
rible tales of suffering and privation which have, fi-om time 
to time, reached the North. Many of these persons were so 
exhausted by starvation, exposure, and the diseases conse- 
quent upon ill. treatment, that they have died upon the 
way. The only relief which they experienced was from 
the supplies sent by our own GK>vemment and the' Sanitary 
Commission, much of which was confiscated by the rebels. 
Gen. Neal Dow, of Me., who has just been released from a 
long confinement in Libby Prison, says:— "The rations 
supplied by the Rebels to the Union officers at Richmond 
are unfit for human food, and incapable of sustaining life in 
a healthy condition. They consist only of a small quantity 
of bread made of com meal, unsifted and manufactured in 
the worst manner, and about half a gill of rice two or three 
times a week. Occasionally, a single medium-sized potatoe 



or three or four small ones are given to each man, and 
three or four times, a small turnip has been given to each. 
And this is alL The rations furnished to the privates con- 
sisted entirely of com bread of miserable quality and insuf- 
ficient quantity, which produces derangement in the digest- 
ive organs and death. The soldiers are slowly wasting 
away, and die of sheer starvation and cold. Two of them, 
sent off from Richmond at the same time witb myself, died 
of exhaustion before reaching Annapolis. These poor crea- 
tures were reduced to such a state of extreme suffering 
that many of them were demented. They could not tell 
the name of their Colonel or the number of their re^ment. 
One of them had become perfectly idiotic from long-pro- 
tracted suffering, many of them having slept aU winter in the 
open air, with no shelter, and without overcoats or blank- 
ets. . . . Passing around the camp at Belle Isle, I saw the 
wretched condition of our soldiers as to clothing and quar- 
ters. Nearly one half of them were without shelter of any 
kind, and idl were in extreme want of clothing. As I 
passed around the camp they cried to me to send them 
food. Shelterless and almost naked, as many of them were, 
their first want was food — their chief suffering was from 
hunger. ... I went into the hospital, consisting of tents 
without any floor, the sick lying upon the ground without 
blankets, without pillows, some of them with sticks of wood 
for pillows." 

A NEW FEVER NB8T. 

We have noticed the death of five of the ten resident phy- 
sicians of Bellevue Hospital who contracted the fever, and 
now have to record the fact that three more are prostrated 
by this disease. The Medical Board of that hospital have 
taken the alarm, and urged the Commissioners to efect a 
Fever Hospital upon one of the islands under their charge. 
The Commissioners have moved in the matter, but, with 
characteristic disregard of their medical advisers, have 
erected a barrack in one of the least ventilated and most 
public comers of the grounds at Bellevoe. In every re- 
spect this stracture is one of the most perfect " fever nests'* 
that ever was devised. No bird ever selected her nest 
with more care than the Commissioners this nice and snug 
comer for the incubation of fever. We trost the Medical 
Board of that hospital wiU insist upon the removal of this 
unsightly building, and the erection of a proper hospital on 
one of the islands for the reception and treatment of fever. 
They have it in their power, we believe, to persuade the 
Commissioners to establish a suitable Fever Hospital The 
profession will hold them responsible for the misdirection 
of effort to secure the proper isolation of tjrphus. 

DR. JOSEPH R. SMITH, U.&A. 

Our attention has been called to a paragraph which found 
its way inadvertently into our columns fi*om an English 
periodical, reflecting in coarse and vulgar language upon 
Dr. Joseph R. Smith, formerly of the Surgeon-Gkneral*s 
office. The statements, we have reason to beUeve, were 
falsely and maliciously made, with the design of injuring a 
most worthy officer. Dr. Sbiith has occupied a position in 
the Medical Staff too favorable to be affected by such a 
gross attack. As stated by our Correspondent, he was 
loyal to the Department, and if he fell into errors it was 
rather due to his zeal for the welfare of its Chie£ 

recent inventions. 
Mattson's Elastic Stbinqb. — ^A syringe is an indis- 
pensable article of househokl furniture. There ace few 
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diseases that do not require its use. It is important, there- 
fore, to have as perfect an instrument in every family as 
can be devised. The syringe of Dr. Mattson has received 
the endorsement of many of the leading physicians of the 
different cities. It is described by the inventor as fol- 
lows: — 

*' The contraction and expansion of the bulb produce a 
vacuum, virhich causes the syringe to fill with fluid through 
atmospheric pressure. The new method of fastening the 
metallic couplings to the bulb renders leakage impossible, 
and is therefore a desirable improvement upon the old 
mode of fastening, which is so frequently attended with 
leakage. The new arrangement of the inlet and outlet 
tubes renders the syringe one of the most convenient ever 
introdaoed, for it can be used with the greatest ea8« and 
comfort in any position of the body. The angle of the out- 
let tube facilitates this use, because the syringe thereby 
adapts itself to the position of the hand, rather than the 
hand being required to adapt itself to the syringe." 
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SPECIFIC RELATIONS OF DRUGS, 

fTo tht Editor of the AxxuoAir Midioal Tmn.] 

8ib: — I noticed the following "correction'* recently in 
the columns of the N, T, IHbune : — 

VHh9Wditor<fih4y. T. TrOmme. 

8ift: In joar nottoe of the Oommeneement of the RoinoB<^thlo Me- 
dtoAl College of New York on the Sd Uut., I find no error In the report 
of PkmT. Qaemse7*B ftddrees to the fredostin^ clMa« in the followlnir ten- 
tenee: ** The pmettiUmer miffhi adopt ori$te anf 9ff0tmn thai •Kculd 
home iik4 ffMoftmring hUpatUnV' 

Frot Oaeneej desires me to mt that the reporter miiei^trehended 
Ms reoMrks In this pertieQltr, m ne belleree end tetdiee bat one lew 
of e«re— end thet lew is the ^eelflc relation of e dmg to aa organ or 
fteetlon of the homan bodj. 

J. BB4Kurr, Deaa of the Vtaonltj. 

We are thus given to understand that homoeopathic 
graduates, in the opinion of their teachers, are not at hberty 
to core their patients except by the *' one law of cure, 
riz. *^ the wptc^ rtiaiion of a drug to an organ or fundion 
c/ ihe hwman bodyf* — at least so says rrof. Guernsey 
through Dr. J. Beakley^ " Dean of the Faculty." 

WJ^t new phase will this system next assume ? Here 
is a candid acknowledgment that its supporters would pre- 
fer to have their patients die than be cured on any other 
principle or plan than the homodopathic, or what is so con- 
ndere^ If this is not " seal without knowledge," it is cer- 
tainly seal without humanity. But it illustrates the bigotry 
of narrow minds, throueh blind attachment to an unfound- 
ed and ridiculous hypouesis. 

But Pbop. Gukbnsbt himself seems not to understand 
the homoeopathic law, which is not *' the specific relations 
of drugs to certain oreans," a doctrine tauffht in all works 
on materia medica and recognised constantly by all practi- 
tioners, but, according to Hahnemann, by giving " tnedicine$ 
wkieh pome$» the facvitg of creating symptoms similar to 
those of the disease itsdf, but which are more of an intense 
nature'* — (Organon, Am. Transl., p. 90). In other words, 
by producing similar artificial diseases. This is a very dif- 
ferent thing from " the specific relations of drugs to certain 
organs.'* Expectorants have a specific relation to the hmgs, 
cholagofl;nes to the Uver, diuretics to the kidneys, diaphore- 
tics to the skin, emmenagogues to the uterine system, nar- 
cotics to the brain, etc, and prove curative in consequence 
of such specific action. Who but homceopathists ever sup- 
posed that curative effects of drugs were owing to their 
causing artyUial diseases? This doctrine, as every one 
knows, lies at the foundation of the whole homoeopathic 
system ; and yet there is not a single fact or observation 
which sustains itl No wonder its professed teachers are 
so rapidly abandoning it I The time is near when not a 



vestige of the system will remain, and " none so poor to 
do it reverence. 

In conclusion, and in opposition to Prof. Guernsey, I 
will quote Hahnemann's first rule (Organon, p. 79). The 
first and sole duty of the physician is " to restore heaith to 
tAe sick," His second rule is no less orthodox : *' The per^ 
fection of a cure consists in restoring health in a prompt^ mUd^ 
and permanent manner," When homoeopathic practition- 
ers acknowledge and practise according to these rules, they 
will no longer be classed by the true scientific medical 
world as the adherents and advocates of quackery, but as 
belonging to the school of rational, legitimate medicine. 

Crito. 



UNJUST ATTACK ON AN ABMT SURGEON. 

[To the Editor of the Axbucah Mkdioal Tmss.] 

Sir : — In looking over the Medical Times just received, I 
was pained to read a most ridiculous note from some one 
in Pniladelphia to an English Surgeon, on Surgeon J. R. 
Smith. Having long been acquainted with Dr. SMrrn, I 
am prepared to deny every assertion made. Dr. Smith 
may have his enemies, as we all have, but cannot rest 
their enmity upon any real injury received firom him. His 
position in the Surgeon-General's office was such as would 
necessarily create ill feelings on the part of individuals 
towards him. But he was never swerved from his duty by 
fear or favor. 

He was loyal to the Medical Department, and jealously 
strove to promote its honor and character. He was closely 
associated with the Surgeon-General, and powerfully sap- 
ported him in the trying scenes through which this over- 
tasked Bureau had to pass. Dr. Smith is destined to 
take a high rank in the Medical Staff* as a most efficient 
executive officer. Fours, etc, 

StJRCk Vol. 
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MEDICAL MATTERS IN VICKSBURG. 

[To the Editor of the Amkuoan Mcdioal Torae.] 

Sir : — The medical affairs of the Gibraltar of the Missis* 
sippi, held by the Union forces since the 4th of July last, 
may perhaps possess some interest for the profession at 
lar^, as well as the medical department of the army. 

At the time of the first occupation of the city by Gene- 
ral Grant, the Medical Director of the Department of the 
Tennessee was Surgeon Madison Mills, U\S.A, who was 
soon succeeded by Surgeon John Moore. U.S.V. Tliis 
gentleman continues still in the office, and lately made a 
tour of inspection of the hospitals of Yicksburg. I fireely 
bear testimony to the efficiency and courtesy of Dr. M., 
during my term of service in that department Through 
the politeness of my friend and pupil, Thomas G. Goxe, 
Medical- Cadet, I am enabl^ to present a few facts in rela- 
tion to the hospitals there. 

He says : — ** Hospital No. 2 has two hundred and fifty- 
three patients, under charge of Surgeon Hill, 20th Ohio 
Vols. ; the ^ Marine,' under charge of Surgeon Kemble, 
U.S.y., has two hundred and seventeen patients. The Ma- 
rine is now more generally known as * No. 3.' The McPher- 
son Hospital, under charge of Surgeon E. Powell, 72d HI. 
Vols., has one hundred and thirty. These are all the Gene- 
ral Hospitals now in the place. . . . They all draw 
full, or neariy so, ordinary rations, while for the lighter 
articles of diet for the side, they depend almost entirelj 
upon the * Sanitary Commission,' whose agency here is 
well supplied with everything needful, which they issue 
liberally. Fresh fish and some few vegetables and fhiits 
can be obtained from the market 

Yicksburg, it is well known, is situated in a district of 
country where finiits, such as peaches, apples, plums, cher- 
ries, etc., are easily cultivated. Melons, cabbi^g^es, toma- 
toes, potatoes, and other products of the garden were 
plentitul before the breaking out of the reb^on. The 
grounds around the city at present, however, are neoessa- 
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rilv but little cultivated, and the belligerent forces destroy 
what is produced. The Sanitary Commission do a good 
work in supplying this deficiency from the rich fields of the 
West. The onion patches of Wisconsin, the potato fields 
of Indiana and Illinois, contribute largely, through the 
Commission. Here I must express my opinion on the va- 
lue of the preparation called denccated vegetables, so com- 
mon in the army (an Eastern production, I believe). They 
are, in my estimation, when properly cooked^ a most excel- 
lent substitute for the fresh article. 

" Surgeon J. H. Boucher, U.S.V., is tlie Medical Director 
of the Corps (17th, McPherson's) ; but being temporarily 
absent with tlie expedition, Asst. Surg. C. D. Davis, 17tn 
Wisconsin Vols., acts in his place. Brig. Gen. McArthur is 
Commander of tne post 

** Asst Surgeon Ridgelv, U.S.A., has turned over the 
Purveyor's office to Dr. Morrison." 

The health of the cit^ itself has been attended to by 
Surgeon Churchman, U.S.V., who was appointed to the 
position of " Health Officer " shortly after the surrender. 
The duM)8 of unhealthiness, in which Dr. C. found the city, 
was soon reduced to order and cleanliness. The sick and 
dying negroes were removed to hospitals outside of the 
town ; the dead mules and other animals were buried or 
thrown into the river ; the streets, lanes, alleys, cellars, and 
garrets were carefully and vigorously policed, and due 
attention was paid to the health of the citizens in every 
respect A very few of the physicians remained and prac- 
tised their profession as before. Dr. C. is energetic and 
efficient, and performs his duties conscientiously. He is 
one of the few who had left the slave States (Virginia) 
before the war. from feelings of repugnance to the " pecu- 
liar institution. * 

Dr. Powell is well known throughout the country as a con- 
tributor to a medical journal in Chicago, and as a teacher, 
formerly, in the " Rush Medical College " of that city. My 
impressions, from the intercourse I had with all these gen- 
tlemen, are pleasant and lasting ; and I shall long remem- 
ber the laborious and exhausting service which we per- 
formed togeUier, before, during, and after the siege. Long 

live our faithful comrades of Vicksburg and let me ask 

in oondusion, why have not some of them been promoted 
to higher stations, with the Generals and other military 
officers? 

Tours, etc., 

James Bryan, Surgeon U.S. VoU. 
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ADVERTISING BY SPECIALISTS. 

[To the Editor of the Amebioait Midioal Timkb.] 

Sib :— In the " London Luicet," for March 12th, I find the 
following editorial on the subject of ^' Advertising Special- 
iiUy^ which seems at this time to be exceedingly opportune. 
*' The question of *• Specialties* has nearly found its level 
in this oountry, and has been settled, by admitting them in 
the bosom ot hospitals and centres of instruction, where 
they can serve purposes of education and progress, within 
salutary Umits, and subject to the regulations of the gene- 
ral body. Left to themselves, they grow rank, and over- 
run the place in lawless outgrowths. In America, the 
professors of specialties have adopted the fashion of 

advertising. There we read, that " Dr. , Lecturer in 

■I College, devotes his time to the treatment of diseases 

of and neighbouring organs; office hours — to — j" 

which announcement, with others similar to it, appears m 
Urge capitals in the advertising columns of the principal 
weekly periodic^ of America. Here, in Great Britain, 
there could not be any difierenoe of opinion about the 
ezceediu|;ly gross impropriety of such a proceeding, how- 
ever various standards rule in different countries; and 
possibly the American profession may find as much reoson 
to wonder at irregularities that we tolerate, as we do at 
the lax procedures which their professional code admits." 
The editor then proceeds to comment upon the resolu- 



tions recently adopted by the New York County Medical 
and the State Society on this subject, which resolutions he 
publishes at length. He concludes in this wise : " Thus^ 
the specialists receire a check ; but the admission is made 
that advertisements indicating loeofuni aad retiinme^ anr 
consistent with proMssional dimity ; % proposition which 
it seems to be difficult to maintain, and wnich would be 
assuredly rejected with unanimity by any English society. 
So far as the resolutions go, they are of good effect ; but 
we could desire, in the common interest of profeMtional 
dignity, that they should go farther." 

*'Meks Consoia Rkctl" 



0BDEB8. CHANGES, 4a 

Surgeon J. S. Bobbs, n.8.Y., now on dutj at IndUnapolU, Ind., wlU 
report by letter to the Provoet Marehal-Oeneral, (J.S.A., for dntj m m 
member of « Board to be eonyened in that dtr, for the examination of 
applicants for oommiaaiona and eommiadoned Offloeca alnadjr in tka I»- 
TalldCorpa. 

Sargeon B. H. Gilbert, (J.S.T., ia relieved tmm dntj In the Depart- 
ment of tho Suaqaehanna, and will report in pen<» without delaj to 
the CiHnmanding General, Armj of the Cnmberlaad, for aaaignment to 
dntj. 

Surgeon Dayid J. McKibbin, U.S.Y., is relioTod ftt>m dntj in the 
Armj of the Cumberland, and will report in person without deUr to 
the Commanding General, Department ct the Susquehanna, for asMgn* 
ment to duty. 

Aoaistant-Surgeon James Uglow, 48d New Tork Yola^ la honoraUr 
diseharged the serrioe of the United Sutes, to date Janoarj M, IS9L 
he having aooepted an appointment as Surgeon Mth U. 6, Colored 
Troops. 

Surgeon Alexander J. Mullen, 85th Indiana YolSn harlnr tendered hia 
reaignation, is honorablj discharged the aervlee <^ the Unlled Statea, 
with condition that he ahall receive no final paymenta until he baa 
aatisfled the Fnj Department that he la not Indebted to the Govern- 
ment 



The Board of Examination convened at Convalescent Oamp, 
Alexandria, Ya^ hy virtue uf Special Orders Na 7, fhim the w«r De- 
partment, current series, having ooncluded the dntiea for which H waa 
organixed, ia dissolved, and the Officers named tliereln will report t* 
the ProToat-Marahal-Qeneral for instructions. | 

Sui^geon Cltiyton A. CawgilL U.S.Y., has been assigned t<sand la per- 
forming the duties of Acting Medical Inspector, District of North Caro- 
llDa. 

In addition to his duties aa Attending Surgeon. Batterj E, 9d U. B. 
Artillerj, Assistant-Surgeon K. Freeman, U.SJY., haa been assigned to 
the Franklin Uouse Hospital Knoxvllle, Tenn. 

Surgeon J. B. Morriaon, U.S.Y., la on twentj dajsi* laave la Taneastar 
Co., Penn. 

Surgeon J. W. Lawton. V S.Y^ haa been assigned to dutv In cbargo 
of Convaleacent Camp, Nashville, Tenn , General Hoapltid Na U^ of 
which he was latelv In charge, haTingbeen cloaed. 

Surgeon C. N. Chamberlain, U.S. v., having reported fur dntr to tha 
Commanding General. l»t Armj Corps (Armj of the Potomac), liaa been 
designated bj him aa Medical Inspector of that C<Mpa. 

Surgeon S. S. Mulford, U.S.Y^ has returned fttim leave, and resnmed 
his duties on Kollv Island, S. C, as Chief Medical Officer, Division com* 
manded bj Briaadier-General Gordon. 

The leave of absence heretofore granted to Surgeon Mnrraj Weidmaa, 
Sd Pennsylvania Cavalrj, is extended len daja. 

1 he reeignailon of Surgeon John T. Hodgen, n.8.Y., haa been aooepted 
bj the President, to take elTect February fti, IBM. 

So much of Special Orders No. 48* current series, ttwa the War De- 
partment, as dismissed Surgeon J. K. Leal, i44ih l<ew York Yols., has 
been revoked, and be is restored to his eimimand, provided the vaeancj 
has not been filled, evidence of which must be obtained from tiM Q^ 
veruor. 

Surgeon D. G. Brlnton, r.8.Y., la relieved trwn duty In the Army 
of the Cumberland, and will report In person without delay to Assis- 
tant Surgeon-General B. C. Wood, U.S.A^ at Louiaville, Ky., for aaaign- 
ment to duty in the Northern Department. 

By direction of tlie Preaident, Hospital Chaplain Thomaa T. Deraa, 
U.S.A., havlnff been rendered supemuroeraty by the breaking up of 
the General Hospital at Fort Schuyler, N. Y., Is hononU>Ir discharged 
the service of the United States, t«> date February 28, ISM. 

Surgeon Jamea Bryan, U.S.V., now waiting orders at Brooklyn. K. 
Y.. will repoit in person without delay to MaJor>Oeneral Butler, tJ.8. 
Yola., Commanding Department of Yirglnla and North Carolina fbr aa- 
Bltfpment to dn^. 

Dr. Frank S. Dow^ Private, Batterv A, 1st Yermont Yola., and Dr. 
K. S. Ualleck, of St Lonls, Mo., have been assigned AasisL-Surgeons ia 
the U.S. Colored Troops. 

Thomaa H. Boox, of Maryland, B. H. Fpencer, of New Tork, Charlat 
Wachter, of Maryland, John Davis, of Massachusetts, W. C Myers, of 
Pennsylvania, J. M. Aldrldb^ of IlHnoia, J. A. Seaton, of lllinolB, J, M. 
Murray, .of Miaeouri, ,W. H. Helstand, of Penn^lvania, Jamea K 
Newlin and Charles Constantine, of Massachusetts, and Alberto Maro- 
dietti, of Washington, D.C., have been appointed Hospital Stewards la 
the CS.A. 

AssisUnt-SurgeoD Samuel Hart, U.S.Y., haa been placed In charge of 
General Hospital No. 4, MuiA-eesboro, Tenn. 

Suneon S. B. DavU, U.8.A» has reported to Mt^or-Genersl CuiUa, 
U.S.Y^ at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
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f^r Da. FncT npllM to onr ntnwti on 'Mrflcut Ontory." 
laUinitlng tbit ht 1i lbs penoa alladed tn, ud (Bllint tott itiiuiMnt 

nrpoM to DMatlan uum In tluC sonnuloD, but m would mj Ihit, 
tf Dl Puot hu bHB gaUtj of Um ImpniolttiM iHadid to, ba aa 
NidUf tipIalB tlia drcntniliBMi. 

CoDunuBlciUloBi biT* b«D ncrfTwI (Van Dr. BiMb, UawukEe. WlH^ 
Di. G. P. HKbaabuf. HubTllla, Tana: Sr. Abi<u acwrtr, ElUibsn, 
ni. ; Di. J. r. Wiiec, £dll« BsK Htd. ud Biir(. JoiuuL 
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Abitnot of the OnoIiL Raport 

Fnim tba Wtb itj ot Uanb lo the tTtb diy at Ilinh, ISM 

JtMtti.— H«ii,1»;*<iiii«i,l]g:t>(i7B.U«;clrlB,]U. Toti1.WS. AdnHa, 

MS; chlldnii,^UL Of nitlva pmnu, M; fonJgn, 19% ; BoCiUtod,*; 

Di»lca,aMirimil«,KT; nloredpenou, n. laJkou Dsdu Iwo jsua of 

Amau tba CHsei of deatb v# ootlfle: — ErjBlpoba, B; tlbamtnDrU, 
lDllpDpiuT.t:liifiuitllcwuTDliloiia,aa:cnmr.fl};mpbthsrlte,Ig-,Kiriel 
fovar.ll; puaipenl feTer, 1: trpbuiuidCfp)uitdfe*fn,M: eonumpIloB. 
Tl; muJl-paii, a ; miiiilei,!; drgptrln b<md.tS: InOutlla iii*rumiu,Hl 
vbowlna-coD^b, 5; Indunniktluii of bialD^ 15; of ba«sli«1S;of IdD£b,4T; 
tooukltK UldlitnbwKiid dyHiMTT, (. S4t dnlbi ooonmd ftwn aenla 
HtmMil, ud M from Tlolent «uih. Wl ven naClTe, ud Ifit Fonlin ; 
•fwboa mmmrtna IraUnd: ti died In tbaCllj CbulUeo: sfwlioiii ID 
««nla Ballana Hoiplul.ud II died Intlu lnitDl(mit InitltBtloii. 
AbMnot of tba Atmoapbaiiol Record of the EiUern Dlapesurr, kept la 
tb* H«rt*t Bnlldliw, No. HI KaHi acnec, Mow^oik. 
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The Three Best Tonics, 
IRON, PHOSPHORUS, CALISAYA, 

BUlAillj ud alwuUr eomblsad In u amber-eohned oonUal. truapannt 
W Iba tra, ddldon* to Iba tuta, and aceapCatla In ;lie argtefn. 

Tht ProfMalaii are T«4D«Wd to eumlu* our beutUnl comblutian of 
Iba aboTt tDeatlmabla IodIc*. 

fiuDplraaflnt on appllcatloik. 

Bemuubcr tbe name. 

CASWELL, MACK & CO.'S 
rERRO-PHOaPHORATED ELIXIA OF CALISAYA BARK. 
CASWELL, MACE A CO., FamllT CbnoIKI, 

Undtr FAb AiaBBs Bot^L 



"Drooklyn City Hospital, Raymond St.^ 

■1-' Uanb. ISM.— Th* poat of B«aldeDt Phfaldu win ba laoint on tbi 



A Medical Practitioner of Age and 
TapBtatloK, *Mba« to bIto to > toudi U.D. Uia baneai of bla aipa- 



OTTO 4 BSTNDBB8, 
lIuBfbonirera aad Impoften tit 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

a* gnllata fat U orbai Coiariai. Abdovlmtl SapiwInB, Bbouldo- 
icbinn tor Yarlooaa Valaa, Ckaetrlo llaoblBaa, KaT'lVioaipata, 
...^ r, u.. ■-■-,,., EnMOM.8kateloni,FiMCoUafT,.t<i 
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DISEASES OF THE THSOAT. 

DH. ELSBEHQ, 



I.ABTIIX AND tnBDAT IN TBI DHITEBSITT OT 

Devotea himaelf epedall; to Qie Treatment of DiBeases of 

THE I. AR7NX 

and Neighboring Organs. 

omcB HODBB rsoH 4 TO 6 par. 

153 W«9t 15th Street. 



The " Elixir of Calisaya Bark' 

ibug!' 

bat pbnldant In pKeorlblnE, ae (br orar tblrtr Tean. 

_ _ _. .1/ to Ibe orrofMl uHloU ju"a bj J. Wojitn i Sob. 

Al«>, tba CUALVBXATK KLIXIK OC OALl/afA BABK ivipi- 
_!.... .._. — .1. _!._. . i... jjij addition of twogralmof 

Hn ue ludlng Ptili -— fc- 



a Id appropriate 

lora prcDuniabla tpat pbnlc ... ^ 

baTa ratinDee ■olaly Co Ine ordinal aHioU 
Alan, tba CUALVHEATE i^iiviv .iv 
rtcbled). bdu 

tba evIebiBtad ^ ,,„in.^~.,^,.. v "~~ "• > 
SoloBgengi'lbrfuHCBinuKiiAi.ETmrrj 
tnnr. Unila ajei to order. Beta «f 110 for 

J. MiuASft: . 

DniKlMi ud Pbenucaatlel*, 188 Broadwaf. S.Y 
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FYLE'S 

COIfCBHTttATi:!* FI..I7ID nAOHEglA 

la tameatlT ud conlldentlf recommeEded to tboaa wbo appredite a 
aupertor artio'a. Eierj fluid onnoa eontilni flflaea gralna of magnaila la 
anolegulandpannuant aalBtlon. WblJat poeaeidnf VMII7 lufmued 
medlcTnil proprrtlei. It la furnlibed at a lowpr priee Ibin anj Mmller 
article ot rartlg* or domMMo manafKlnra. Ai a eocreclor of >ddlt7, u 
lBTlamllnctonle,udiiife aperient In alldlMrdenof IbedineUvaircaiiL 
It 1* wllboal a ilTiJ, and bat alldtad nnqnailSad approbatlan, 

PTLX * BBOTHEB, 

Cbamlata. 
Brookln, N. T. 
FOR SALE BY 
JAB. S. ABPIHVALL, St Wllllun Sl, N. Y. 

BCHIEFFKLlHBBOTHEIiBACO.TwiJllam.eor. BeekmanBL.N T 
CABWBLL, MACK A CO.. nflb Are. Holal, fi. 7., ud NawporL K. L 
HEQE « AK * CO. Broedway, V.Y. "^ ^ 

JOHN MEAKIM, nil Bmadwaj. N. Y, 
T. M. BABBET. ear. Conrt ud Allanlle Bti.. Broaklrn, IT. Y 
J. H. OLLIIT, eor. Galea and Vuderbllt AvenD.-B, BruuklTB, K. T. 
F. BBOWN, eor. Firib ud Cbealont Bte.. Pblladelpbla, 
H. C. BLAIB.i>nr. El^lta and Walnnt Bla., PblladflTllila. 
T YKTH A BKOTHEK. 141:1 Wnlnal Bt., PhlWalpliU. 
And ky DrMSKlaU csnerallr. 



Dr. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 
HXST AT FLOBKKOK. HA3B. {nter Rgrtbamliton), It plewut- 
\j allaatad iDaheallbjaioBolalB region, aninly aoppllcd Willi Ibapar^ 
lofteat, ud euldtit fnnIM waur. i>iuu]7 walta ana drlrt^ irlib phHout 
ilawi all aroDBd ; bowllas *ll*ri; buau: billiard table; BUnatinoiiua. 
Uei ; aereral bBsdred fMt tt eerarad |riaii« ; rooma M light aad alrr ■ 
diet plain, bat nuariablBg. abundut ud *ell pnpand ; iba whola si IM 
InatltDte miinacad with ear*, ordir, and neatoeea. l>r. Wanda, Ibonib tba 
oldMt diaetple o( PrleHDltl, aod dm of tba flnt writer* un bla iTiieia, 
doea Dot clAlm fiJT It a ueeter aaopa tlian rtailj belonialoll; bat ai a 
hcallbT frond of Iha Hrallng Ati, baaad antlrelr upon pbjduloclcal 
plnelplea, be oonaldera It wall wurlb the atluUiia of the PrufciBloo, wbo 
enihl not to aoofuand tbe good eanaa wltk lu ataj bad aJTnwm. 
for Tarma, ale., applf •■ abora. 
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MATTSONVS ^EW IMPEOYEMENT IN SYRINGES. 

PATENTED, NOTEMBER 19,'1861. 

MADE OF THE BEST WHITE RUBBER AND METAL. 

SUITED TO HALES, FEKALES, AHD nTEAHTS. 

EF* The great objection to Elasiic Syringes is the LEAKAGE OF THE BULB NECKS, whereby the instromentft 
are rendered inconvenient or useless; but this defect has been completely obviated by MATTSON'S NEW PATENT 
BULB FASTENING. While the Syringe Bulbs in common use have to be exchanged by hundreds and thousands on 
account of LEAKAGE, not one in Twenty Thousand of Mattsok's Improvement has yet been returned for such a reason. 





Mattson'i Blutio Syringo, ITo. 1. 



M«tt8on'8 CombinAtion Syringe, Now t, 



BUttaon's Elutlo Syringe, No. 9. 



EACH SYRINGE HAS THE PATENT BULB FASTENING. 



IIAXTSOKS NO* 1 (m seen In the abore eat), Is our best Syringe. 
It ean be used with ease and oomfort in any position of the body, beeause 
the elbow form of the outlet tube adapts the instrument to any and every 
position of the hand. Ladies who have jised varions other Syringes, have 
ifiven to this a decided preference. A new <* FAMILY GUIDE'* is con- 
tained in ^e box of eacA Syringe, and embodies much oseftal information, 
which will save physicians the trouble of givinff minute directions to their 
patients respecting the use of injections. The box Is strong and hand- 
somely embossed. 



MATT80N*8 NO* 2 has a dilforent arrangement of the rubber tobes 
Hnlet and ondet), as may be seen by the cot above, whieh some prefer 
but no one whohas fhlly tested the No. 1. The FAMILY QUIOC te 
not Inolnded with this Syringe. The box is neat and strong. 

MATTSON^ NO. 8 ^n be anderstood by reference to the osntnd 
cut above. It has FOUR INJECTING TUBE8t one ol which is 
adapted to the eye, ear, eta FAMILY GUIDE not included. The bos 
strong and handsome. 



THK ABOTK STRIlf OC8 are now the beet and most attractive in the market^ and sell readily as soon as they 
find their way upon the counters of the Druggists. 

FOUR SILTJBR MEDALS have been awarded to Uattson*s Elastic Syringe, viz. :«-one in Boston, one in Lowell, 
Mass., oue in Baltimore, and one in Washington City. This is the only Syringe that has ever received the high compliment of a 
saver MedaL 

The FIRST PRESEIIJIIE of the American Institute was awarded to Mattson's Elastic Syringes^ at its recent Fair in 
New York City, September, 1868. 

pgr Mattson's Elastic Pump Syringes were the first ever introduced into the United States, and in their present improved 
forms are selling as rapidly as they can be manufactured. 

MATTSON SYEINGE COMPAJSTY, New York City, Manufacturera. 
HA«ERT¥ BROTHERS, 8 & 10 Pialt Street, JVew York Cltf, 

GBNBRAL AOBNTS. 

INFRINGEMENTS OF THE ABOVE PATENT WILL BE PROSECUTED. 





IVOS. 8 & lO PL ATT ST., JVEUT YORK, 

MANUFACTURERS, IMPORTERS OF AND WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 

DRUGGISTS', PERFUMERS', CONFECTIONERS' AND LIQUOR DEALERS' 

GLASS WARE, 

RUBBER GOODS, PORCELAIN WARE 80 SUNDRIES 



nr STOCK AND MANUFACTT7BID OR IMPORTED TO ORDER. 



Apothecaries* Stores Labelled throughout in the best manner, and furnished with everything cecessaiy for business. 
PRIVATE MOULDS MADE TO ORDER AND PARTICULARLY ATTENDED TO. 
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LECTURES ON 
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LECTURE IV.— PART IH. 

I PRisuxs it happen.s in tliis way :— Oocasionallj the 
wound through the w^Us of the chest is oblique, or the 
muscles through which the missile has passed subsequently 
change their position, and thus a complete valve or dia- 
phragm is formed, which effectually prevents the escape of 
air without, and turns i^ aside into the areolar tissue. It is 
observed, accordingly, that emphysema is much more likely 
to occur when the wound has been made through the 
larger muscles which cover the thorax^ such as the pecto- 
ral, latissimus dorsi, the serratus major antious, eta It 
seldom occufs when the injury is received in portions of 
the chest less thickly covered ; and it never occurs to any 
extent when the external wound is very large. 

The symptoms which characterize traumatic emphy- 
sema are at first a very moderate and diffuse swelling in 
the vicinity of the wound, unaccompanied with pain or 
redness, but especially is it recognised by a peculiar crack- 
ling GT crepitus when the finger is pressed gently upon the 
part In most cases this emphysema is limited to the space 
of a few inches, and need cause no anxiety. OccasionaHy, 
however, it continues to extend, until the integuments m 
every part of the body, except the soles of the feet and the 
palms of the hands, are enormously distended, and all the 
original contour of the body is completely lost Finally, the 
air may find its way into the mediastinal space, and even 
into the structure of the lungs, and cause death by 
actual suffocation. A very few such extrtoie examples 
have been recorded, but they are too rare to warrant a 
just apprehension of a similar result in any case. I have 
once, in a case of simple fracture, found the emphysema as 
low as the middle of the thighs, and involving the whole of 
the neck and head, with portions of the upper extremities, 
but there was no embarrassment in the respiration which 
could be properly traced to this cause. In all the other 
examples seen by me, the emphysema has not covered 
more than a few inches, or has at least not extended 
beyond the chest and lower'partof the neck. 

In no instance which has come under my notice has the 
emphysema demanded any treatment whatever. Ordinarily 
it has disappeared completely in fix>m two to four weeks ; 
and, in the case where the extravasation of air was most 
extensive, involving four fifths of the whole body, it disap- 
peared in five or six weeks without either surgical or 
medical interference. 

I^ however, the symptoms become more idarming, it 
will be proper to enlarge the external opening, and to tap 
the integuments at various points of the body, and espe- 
cially over those parts in which the pressure of the air is 
eausing interference with vital functions. 

Hernia of the lungs is a very rare accident, especially as 
the result of gunshot injuries. I have met with it ome in 
the person of a soldier wounded at the battle of Fair Oaks. 
My attention was called to him the night after the second 
battle by one of the surgeons. He had been wounded by 
A ball on the left side of the thorax, I think a little below 
the nipple. The ball had not been found. He was Ijing 
npon the ground in a condition of considerable proatratton; 
The hernia was about one inch in diameter, having escaped 
firom an aperture which was very much smaller. It was 
completely strangulated, being quite black and insensible 
to the touch. We applied to the neck of the hernia a 
ftrong silk ligature, tor the purpose of eiqpediting its 
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destruction, and then made fast the ends of the ligataiv 
to the outer sur&oe of the chest by adhesive plasten, 
to prevent the escape of the ligature within the cavity, 
in case the hernia should retire after it had sloughed. 
I saw this poor fellow the next monung lying iu the same 
place. He had taken a little nourishment such as we had 
to give him, and expressed himself as being comfbrtabl(B. 
altliough he ,had hun without shelter two nights, and 
during each nig^t he had been drenched with rain. In 
this respect he suffered, however, only in common witb 
at least two thousand other wounded and dying men. 
Gentlemen, I must not omit this additional tribute to the 
bravery of these noble felk>ws. During i^ this time — «nd 
I was with them every moment both night and day—- 1 
never heard one cry of impatience or one murmur of com- 
plaint beyond that which was extorted by the agony if 
suffering. 

When the wounded were sent down to the White 
House'this boy was aeai with them, and I have never amtt 
or heard from him since. 

There are two forms of hernia of the lungs : one occur- 
ring immediately or very soon after tlie accident, while 
the teaumentary wound is still open, and in which the ' 
protruded lung has no covering : the other being formed at 
a Utter period, after the external wound has cicatriied, and 
which is covered by &soi», integument, and pleura. 

The first of these, namely, that which takes place imme- 
diately or soon after the accident, is caused by the contrao- 
tidn of the walls of the chest before tiie lung has coHi^Med. 
It is most likely to happen, therefore, immediately upoa 
the receipt of the injury, and especially if at this moment 
the patient attempts to cough, preceding which act the 
glottis is closed, and the walls of the cheat are Armly ooo- 
tracted upon the air contained in the bronchial tubes. Ad- 
hesions favor the occurrence of hernia, provided they are a 
little remote from the seat of the wound ; and it is more 
likely to occur when there is a small wound than wheft 
the wound is large, for the reason that in the latter case 
the prompt admission of air into the pleural cavity causes 
the lung to recede. It is much more common, therefore, 
to meet with hernia of the lungs in bayonet and In other 
punctured wounds than in gunshot wounds. Its existence 
also generally implies that the structure of the lungs is not 
wounded, but not certainly. Malgaigne even thinks that 
it is just as likely to occur when the lung has collapsed, 
llie vascularity of the lung is such that, when strangulated, 
it assumes speedily a dark purple color, and, possessing but 
little sensibility, its condition leads at once to a suspicion 
that it is actually dead, while its vitality may be onfy 
dightly impaired. Its death can only be affirmed wh«i 
sensibility in the mass is completely lost, when its purple 
or brown color has changed to black or grey, and its tis- 
sue is softened by the commencement of the process of 
disintegration. 

The occurrence of a hernia of the lung, aoeomptaniMl 
with strangulation, may be regarded as a serions accident, 
since it is scarcely possible that the inflammation will not 
be propagated firom this point to other portions of the lung; 
but on the other hand, if properly treated, the padent is % 
this accident made secure against a collapse of the lung, 
and he is in much less danger of pleuritis, and of the conse- 
quent pleuritic effusions. 

If the hernia has just taken place, and there is no stran- 
gulation of any moment, no doubt the surgeon ought to 
attempt its reduction at onoe by the most gentle pressure; . 
in which effort he might be aided, perhaps, by instructing 
the patient at the same moment to make a very full ms^ 
ration. If this &ils. the opening should be carefully en^ 
laired, using for this purpose a grooved director an4 a 
probe-pointed bistoury. It is sci^cely possible fbr sueh 
hernias to take place exoept when the muscular ooveriaei 
are thin ; and as it is in general only the fibres of c£e 
intercostal muscles which have to be severed, the snrgeon 
will bear in mind their direction, so as to make their (fsMft- 
nieiU complete. The delicacy of the structure with wIMi 
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Wt have to deal, and the fact ttiat the lung is in actual con- 
tact wiih the pleura-coetalia at the point where the stran- 
golaiion is to be relieved, exact on the part of the operator 
the greatest care and delicacy of procedure. It is far 
better that the strangulation sbonld continue than that the 
lung should be returned after having been bruised and 
lac^ted. 

Chithrie says three cases were brought to him afler the 
battle of Waterloo, and that, in pursuance of his advice, 
none of them were interfered with. Without stating the 
reflttlts more particularly, he declares that this proved 
" greatly to the advantage of the patients." 

It would seem, however, if the hernia is to remain, and 
its separation by ulceration or sloughing is inevitable, that 
tbe more speedily this could be accomplished the better, 
and that, while it might be improper, owing to the vasci^- 
larity of this tissue, to remove it by the knife, it would be 
eminently proper to destroy it at once and completely by 
tbe ligature, as was done in my own case. Yet I ought to 
say that Legouest and Guthrie recommend that it shall 
be left to take care of itaelf, only giving to it such protec- 
tion as may be necessary to prevent its being irritated or 
chafed. 

The second form of hernia is that which, occurring at a 
much later day afler the accident, or without any previous 
wound of the parietes, is covered by integument, fascias, 
and pleura, and which seldom if ever becomes strangulated. 
Indeed this form of hernia, even more rare than the fi»t 
named, and unattended usually with serious consequences, 
only deserves mention in order that the surgeon may be 
warned of the possibility of mistaking it for empyema. 
If a doubt exists, the diagnosis can always be easily made 
out b^ a resort to auscultation. 

This secondary hernia is produced in most cases by a 
mere contusion of the walls of the chest, which has resulted 
alter the lapse of several months in the almost complete 
Absorption of the muscular parietes over the seat of injury. 
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A NEW DISEASE? 
By CHARLES A LEE, M.D. 

or PSKXBKILL, N. T. 

it is not often that we are called upon to record the dis- 
covery of a new disease, or rather the recognition of one 
hitherto unknown to nosology. Our improved pathology, 
and the great advancement in diagnosis, by means of phy- 
aical expk>ration, animal chemistry, and the microscope, 
baa revealed certain forms of disease, during the laat half 
century, hitherto unknown to the profession, and has added 
greatly to tJse sucf^ess of practical medicine. 

Our friend " MaliJcoff, the well known medical corre- 
spondent of the New York Daiby TXmes, has recently com- 
municated to that paper the following account of what is 
elaimed to be a '' new disease," or ratier one not hitherto 
known to nosology : — 

"The eminent Professor of Clinical Medicine at the 
School of Paris, Dr. Trousseau, has lately described, in a 
aeries of five lectures at the Hotel Dieu, a new and most 
interesting disease. That is to say, the disease is not a 
•new one, but it now for the first time takes its nosological 
mnk. After a long discussion between doctors, university 
men, philologists in general, and even Greeks, as to the 
► etymology of the word most proper to charaoteriae the 
malady, the Greek word Aphasia was adopted, but not 
nntil the various words aloHaj cimnesia, aphemia, (xphrasia, 
and anafdiOj had been passed in review and eliminated. 
This richness of the Greek language in synonyms furnishcii 
to the reader a ready indication of the character of the dia- 
•ase. It is a more or less complete loss of tho power of 
sp^edt^ 



" M. Trousseau was not the fir5t, in these series of lec- 
ture?, to give the history of this singular jind interesting 
affection ; it had already been brought to tbe notice of the 
profession in a more summary way, and under other names, 
by other professors. But a suflBcient number of examples 
have now been collected to entitle the disease to a place in 
classical works under a distinct head, and that head the 
school of Paris has decided shall be aphasia, 

" In this malady there remains an integrity of the under- 
standing and a normal condition of the vocal cords. Thus, 
while preserving all his mental aptitudes and all his in- 
tellectual wants, a man may be sequestered for weeks 
from his fellow-creatures, although living in the midst of 
them, and remaining in everything their equal, with the 
exception of the use of his tongue. Dr. Lordat, Professor 
at Montpellier, describes his own case. After a period of 
mental agitation and of strange nervous symptoms, accom- 
panied by an access of tonsilitis (to which he was subject), 
he suddenly, although convalescing from his indisposition, 
found himself deprived of the power of speech. During 
the first weeks of the malady the patient had only lost the 
external- part of the function of speech ; the internal part, 
the thought and understanding, remained intnct He was 
capable of performing the same amount of mental labor as 
before his illness, in fact the mental and physical condition 
was completely restored, only he could not tilk. But gra- 
dually, in losing the recollection of the signification of 
words pronounced, he lost also the recollection of their 
visible signs. Finally, syntax disappeared from the words; 
the alphabet remained, but the junction of letters for the 
formation of words had to be restudied. • He was in de- 
spair at not being able to read the titles of his most fami- 
liar books without spelling them out^ His despair, how- 
ever, did not prevent him from smiling over the absurdity 
of French orthography. After a few weeks of profound 
melancholy he perceived one day, to his great joy, that he 
could read at a distance the titles of the books in his library. 
From this time forward memory and speech returned, but 
only fast enough. to enable him to notice a change every 
fortnight. As in other cases, when he first commenced to 
speak, he confounded words, and for a while said invari- 
ably * handkerchief for * book.' The recovery became 
finally complete. This occurred in 1842, and Dr. Lordat 
called the disease aiaUe^ or amnSsie verbale. . 

" Among the dozen authentic cases of aphasia on record, 
Dr. Trousseau related, at greater length than I can here 
give, the history of the following singular cases : — A lady 
at Boulogne, who was known for her volubility, and espe- 
cially for her sharpness of language, was seized suddenly 
with aphasia. The circumstance was soon known through- 
out the city, and as she was detested by her servants and 
neighbors, her affliction was regarded as a punishment sent 
from Heaven. Her servants were rejoiced, for she who 
had scolded and stormed so much was now reduced to the 
pronunciation of four words, and those four words, to add 
to the severity of her humiliation, were the most terrible 
oath in the French language : 8 — n — de D, No matter 
what she desired to say, even if it were something poKte, 
nothing but these four terrible words could she get out of 
her mouth. So that at the end of a year or two she was 
known throughout the city by the sobriquet of Madams 
S — n— de D, During all the time she remained in perfect 
health, and conducted her aflairs with the same intelligence 
as before her attack of aphasia. 

" Another lady, during convalescence from an erysipelas 
of the face, attended with delirium and grave nervous 
symptoms, lost, to the great alarm of her friends, tbe power 
of speech. As her recovery advanced, however, she began 
to pronounce a few words, but these were always a repe- 
tition of those she heard. As, for example, when asked, 
* Will YOU have a drink?* she replied: *Will you have a 
drink f' Thus the sound of the words awakened in her 
mind the memory of the word heard, and in some sort 
opened up the furrows in which were concealed the terras 
of her natural tongue. A lady friend then commenced her 
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education, and by the syBtem rf aasocintion of ideals that is 
to say, by giving her a word and making her study up all 
the words which this one recalled, she succeeded, by seve- 
ral mouths' patient labor, in recomposing her language and 
her intelligence. This, however, M. Trousseau did not pro- 
nounce a case of pure gphasiuj since there was here a 
delirium and a loss of intelligence. 

" Of two men now in the wards of M. Trousseau, at the 
Ilotel Dieu Hospital, both can pronounce a few words, but 
these words are not those they desire to pronounce. One 
of them thus far has been only able to say cot/ci, couci, ci^ 
while the other, when asked, 'How are you?' replies, 
* Yes ; ' or * How old are you ? ' replies, ' Mamma, or, 
' Do you suffer anywhere ? ' replies again * Mamma.' Thus 
it is continually 'Yes,' or 'Mamma,' to all questions. 
When asked to write his name on a slate he wrote very 
well his name, ' Henri Denier,' but when asked to write 
his two familiar words 'Yes, Mamma^' he wrote again 
' Henri Denier.* 

** Other peculiarities not less striking than these were 
observed in the other cases related by Dr. Trousseau. In 
his conclusions he declared that the cases of aphasia pure, 
tliat is to say, crises in which there was loss of speech with- 
out i^preciable lesion of tlie brain, were much more rare 
titan those with lesion of the brain. 

" A discussion is now going on as to the seat of this 
malady ; a discussion which naturally brings up the inter- 
minable quastion as to the location in the brain of the func- 
fon of speech. M, Broca contends, with a formidable 
array of evidence, that this function is located, not in the 
frontal portion of the brain, as generally supposed, but in 
the posterior part of the third convolution. M. Trousseau 
combats this tneory." 

A very remarkable case of loss of speech, connected with 
hemip'egia, recently came under our notice : — A Mr. G., a 
laboring man, very passionate and excitable, aged 3d, had 
a violent altercation with one of his neighbors, which finally 
resulted in a regular fight. Both had been drinking to 
aome extent, though not to intoxication. They had three 
or four set-to's, at intervals of several minutes — a sort of 
rough-and-tumble scramble ; neither received any severe 
blows, but both were excited to the highest degree of pas- 
sion. After it was over, Mr. G. immediately went for a 
magistrate to get his opponent committed, and spent two 
boui'8 or more on this business. He afterwards walked 
over two miles to his residence. His wife noticed nothing^ 
unusual in his appearance, except a somewhat excited man- 
ner. He retired to bed at his usual hour ; rose the next 
morniug with headaciie, and was soon seized with a para- 
lytic attack — ^hemiplegia of the right side — with total lo8» of 
speech. 

On visiting him the third day afler the attack, we found 
him perfectly rational ; si^ht and hearing good ; pupil of 
left eye larger than that of«the right; power of motiun of 
right arm and leg entirely gone; sensibihty not mucli 
affected ; lo$s of speech, entire. He evidently understood 
all that was said, and made an- effort to answer all ques- 
tions put to him. These symptoms gradually abated, and 
by the end of the third month he recovered the use of his 
arm and leg, and was able to do light work on his farm ; 
but the loss of speech remained, tliough his mental facul- 
ties otherwise seemed perfect As in the cases above 
selected, his mental and physical condition was pretty well 
restored, only he could not talk.' At no time was tliere 
delirium, or loss of intelligence. At the end of about four 
months from the first attack he died suddenly in an apo- 
plectic fit. As he was absent from home on a visit no 
post-mortem was made. 

It is, perhaps, in vain to speculate in regard to the pre- 
cise nature or locality of the cerebral lesion which caused 
the paralytic attack m this case. The ordinary symptoms 
of apoplexy were absent ; there was no loss of conscious- 
ness or feeling, nor any suspension of the functions of the 
brain, nor were respiration and circulf^tion affected. There 
wit for a considerable time some dilBculty in deglu- 



tition and swallowing, but the tongue was not drawn to 
one side when protruded. 

Dr. Copland has described a case of loss of speech in a 
professional. gentleman, aged 50, who had for many months 
lost all power of muttering the most simple articulate sound, 
and who swallowed substances with the utmost difficulty, 
or not at all, unless ihey were conveyed over the base of 
the tongue. The tongue could not be protruded, and indeeid 
WAS incapable of motion. The mouth, also, could be opened 
only impeifectly, but the sense of taste was not affected. 
He had neither headache nor any other ailment, and lo 
other part was paralysed. He attended regularly to his 
profession during the usual hours of business, but was 
obliged to write down all he wished to say. The disease 
was ascribed to pressure or structural change at the origin 
or in the course of the hngual and glosso pharyngeal nerves ; 
and the prognosis of suddenly fatal apoplexy wns hazarded, 
which occurred some months a^r. The new disease^ how- 
ever, so called) seems unconnected with palsy, or necessa- 
rily any other disease. There are numerous cases on record 
where the power of using words has been impaired or 
lost by disease, when the ability to articulate and the pow- 
ers of perception and judgment remained entire. In th^e 
large majority, if not in all these cases, the patient has 
been sooner or later carried off' suddenly by apoplexy. Dr. 
Spuraheim records two such cases. Dr. Gall quotes two: 
one reported by Pihel, the other of a soldier sent to him 
by Baron Larrey. In the first, the patient had forgotten his 
own name, and that of his wife, cliildreu, and friends, 
although his tongue preserved all its mobilitj. He coula 
no longer read or write, but nevertheless remembered 
objects which had formerly made an impression on his 
sensts, and which related toiiis profession. Ho frequently 
pointed out with his finger Uie files winch contained docu- 
ments that oould not be found, and indicated by other 
signs that he preserved tho former train of his ideas entire. 
In the other case, ''it was not his tongue," says Gall, 
" which was the source of his embarrassment, for he was 
able to move it with great agifity, and to pronounce even 
a great number of isolated words. It was not his memory 
either which was in faulty for he showed evident dissatis- 
faction with himself upon many subjects which he wished 
to mention. The only faculty in him which was impaired, 
was that of speech." Three cases are given by Dr. Spurz- 
heim, to prove that there is a special portion of the brain 
appropriated to the faculty of language, which he supposes 
expresses merely the feehng and conceptions formed oy the 
various primitive faculties acting separately or in combina- 
tion. The late Mr. Parrish, whose will gave rise to some 
very learned medical and legal discussions, seems to have 
lost almost entirely Uie power of articulate speech, while 
his general intelligence was believed to be impaired in a 
much less degree. We should hardly be willing, then, to 
say with Ti ousseau, that in these cases of aphaMa^ wuile 
the condition of the vocal cords remains oormal, there is 
often complete integrity of the understanding, inasmuch as 
the loss of speech rarely occurs, according to his own 
acknowledgment, without appreciable lesion of. the biain. 



The iournals nnnounoe the death of M. Ribes, Professor 
of Hygiene at Montpellier.— *^/i. Med. Jow\ 

The latb Sib B. Brodis. — A new and complete edi- 
tion of the works of the late Sir B. C. Brodie will shortly 
be published by tlie Messrs. Longman. It will be edited 
by Mr. Charles Hawkins.— Z>MWm Med. Press, 

In 1862, 19,545 soldiers of the Prussian army were vac- 
cinated. Of these, 16,669 had cicatrices of former vaccina- 
tions ; 1852 indistinct traces of cicatrices ; and 1024 no 
trace at all. The vaccination was regular and normal in 
12,272 soldiers; irregular in 2738; and nnsuccea«»rul in 
4535.— -Pri^. Med. Jour. 




WOODWARD ON SPOTTED FEVER. 



Apifi9,tmk 



BEPOET or 

THREE CASES OF GUNSHOT WOUNDS 
puvcnmnro the abdominal oatitt. 
By C. S. WOOD, M.D., 

BUBGEOir ir.6.T. 

following cases, baviDg come under my direct obser- 
raUon and care, are transmitted with as full particulars as 
possible, with the hope that they may be of serrice, at 
feast in a stAtistical point of view, and in controverting the 
long-establiabed doctrine that all cases of penetrating gun- 
shot wounds of the abdomen are necessarily fataL 

Case I.-^Thomas Murphy, sergeant, 63d Regiment, 
N. Y.y., wounded at the battie of Gettysburg. Mini^ ball 
entered left iKac region, parsing directly through abdomi- 
nal cayity, emerging above crest of right ilium, about 
three hicnes from the spinal column. Saw him twenty- 
four hours afler receiving the injury. Found him very 
prostrate; feeble pulse; cold, clammy skin; vomiting, 
elc, with fsDcal matter escaping from both orifices. He 
was placed in a comfortable position, with cold water 
applied to the openings, and the free administration of 
estates and stimulants, all the while supposing the case 
would prove &tal in a few hours. Next morning more 
comfortable ; stimulants withdrawn, as some reaction had 
taken place; beef-tea with full nourishment and two 
grains opium every hour, which was almost the only re- 
medy administered at varying intervals during a period of 
tin days. The bowels were not moved until after the ten 
days had expired, when an enema of oil and turpentine 
was given, alter which he continued to improve as before, 
until the expiration of three weeks, when the anterior 
opening had closecT by granulation, and from the posterior 
one nothing escaped but an occasional flatus. This, too, 
soon united. He was soon afterwards walking about; 
bowels had become regular, and there was every indica- 
tion of a perfect recoveiy. 

II.— Daniel BHnta, Lieutenant, 66th Regiment, N.Y.V., 
wounded at battle of Gettysburg. Mini^ ball passed 
through fleshy part of right arm, just below shoulder, 
entering chest obhquely and laterally, pausing across the 
body, but downwards and backwards, penetrating base of 
right lung, diaphragm, and intestines in its passage, and 
emerging on tne left side, just below the £dse ribs, and 
about midway between spinal column and superior spinous 
process of the ilium. Had vomiting and involuntary fascal 
evacuations, the latter continuing several da^s. Sputa 
bloody and rust-cok>red, and f»cal matter escaping through 
abdominal orifice ; riffht arm paralysed from injury of the 
nerves by the ball, which paralysis remained to some ex- 
tent for several months. Treatment Perfect quiet with 
large doses of opium or morphine, two grains of the former 
or one quarter of a grain of the latter every two hours. 
This treatment was continued fbr a period of two weeks, 
at the end of which time he was able to sit up a litUe in 
bed, after which his convalescence continued, although 
very slowly. Has since returned to his regiment unable 
to do any duty^ut enjoying a comfortable state or health. 

HI.— Lewis E. Mo?ely, Private, 61st Regiment, N.Y.V., 
wounded at battle of Gettysburg, by ball entering below 
the umbilicus, to the left of the linea alba, passing directly 
throuffh the abdominal cavity, emerging posteriorly on the 
laft of spiaal column, accompanied by a profuse discharge 
of fiscumatter from both openings, with the peculiar fsscal 
<)dor. Symptoms: great prostration; feeble, fluttering 
pulse ; cold, clammy sweat ; cold extremities ; constant faint- 
ings : with all the symptoms of immediately approaching 
di8<«olution. Opium and stimulants were freely adminis- 
tered, simply with a view to relieve his sufierings ; under 
their influence he rallied slightly, and on the founh day a 
natural fbcal evacuation ocourred^ mixed with both fresh 
and coagulated blood. Peritonitis did not supervene ; the 
wounds gradually closed by granulation, and on the thir- 
Uf&ath day ho had sofBciently racovered to be removed to | 



the G^eral Hospital at Baltimore. August 20th, th# 
wounds are entirely closed ; the patient is walking aboat, 
and considers himself well enough to resume his duties. 

BAOBjaOKTO, Cal^ FeK IS, 1864. 



CASE OF SPOTTED FEVER, 

yXL OESEBRO-SPINAL MENUfGITIS, AND AUTOPBT. 

By a. p. WOODWARD, M.D., 
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HAvnio noticed in some journal within a few months a 
request that some one would make a record of a post- 
mortem examination on a case of so-called spotted lever, 
I have been persuaded to send this to you. A disease is 
at this time prevailing to some extent in several sections 
of our country, and especially in Kew England, which, from 
its resemblance to the spotted fever of 1810, *11, '12, and 
'13. has received that name. Several cases have appeared 
in this vicinity, and in response to the above request I • 
will send a report of a case which recently proved &tal in 
the town. 

Bond, aged nineteen, American, healthy parents, 
himself supposed to have been so, occupation cleric, 
was attacked on the night of the twentieth of February 
with chills, which required considerable effort, by means 
of hot bricks and bottles of water, etc.) to subdue. 
Throughout the twenty first, complained of intense head- 
ache located in front, and a sharp pain in the lumbar 
region, lassitude, and a hot, dry skin, which alternated 
with a cold moisture. Qreat restlessness, the patient 
vibrating between the lounge, the bed, and a ohair. 
About SIX o'clock p.m. a physician was called, who reports : 
" The patient somewhat nighty at this time, and prescribed 
a mild cathartic." At three o'clock a.ic of the twenty- 
second, the patient, becoming quite unmanageable from 
restlessness, I was requested to visit him. 1 found him 
upon a bed which, for convenience in restraining his move- 
ments, had been placed in the centre of the room. His 
face was flushed ; pupils contracted ; mouth closed ; pulse 
130. He now seemed more quiet; did not try to get fVom 
the bed in my presence | was stupid and indifferent to aH 
questions addressed to him. It had been with considerable 
difficulty that the little medicine which he had taken was 
forced down. 

I think sight was gone, as I made several attempts to 
ascertain if it existed, and was not able to satisfy myself 
that it did. There was no appearance of a rash of any de- 
scription ; I think there was leas subsultus tendinum than 
I had witnessed befo^ in similar cases ; tMs was due per- 
haps to the comatose state. In the other cases that I have 
seen there was tendency to wakefulness, and a delirium and 
picking not unlike what is observed in delirium tremens. 
No opisthotonos, a phenommon which I have once or 
twice observed. The treatment was necessarily confined 
to external applications, as it was next to an impossibility 
to make him swallow anything. Death occurred on the 
24th, at niue o'clock p.m. 

Thirteen hours afler death. — Rigor mortis present; ex^ 
temal surfitoe of limbs mottled and dusky ; on the back and 
neck a general, diffused, dark, sublivid color ; calvarium 
and dura mater with son^e difficulty separated ; turgescenoe 
of the vessels of the dura mater very limited, which was 
very different with the vessels of the arachnoid and pia 
mater, in both of which the vessels were greatly cong^t^ 
ed. Thick, firmly adherent masses of newly exuded 
plasma were pasted upon the surface of the lefl hemi- 
sphere, upon the anterior lobes (base), pituitary body, 
velum interpositum, and pineal gland. Sinus filled with 
serum and marked evidence of increased vascularity of the 
substance of the brain, especially at the centrum ovale 
mains. 

Removing through thelaminio the posterior bonndaiy of 
the vertebral foramen of the siecond and third donal vet- 
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tebrse, and exposing the diir» mater of the cprd, it was 
fonnd external^ normaL The arachnoid and pia mater 
were deeply injected, and here, as within the cranium, 
were to be seen masses of firmly adherent fibrin. No 
greater portion of the cord was examined than that speci- 
ned above, because we believed that the complexion of 
the case would not be changed by knowing that the in- 
flammation existed above and below the point examined, 
or had been limited to that spot alone. 

Upon opening the thorax a very strong odor of garlic 
was perceived by all present The only abnormal organ 
found was the heart ; the left ventricle hypertrophied, and 
thrice its natural thickness. 

No morbid changes were detected in the abdomen : the 
boweb were inflated with gas which existed before death. 

In a few casea there is a frequent desire to urinate. I 
have only seen it in cases that had been blistered. Some 
patients are obliged to keep upon the right side. The 
rash, when it appears, usually arrives about the second 
day, and is not unlike the rose-colored rash of enteric 
fever. The majority of patients complain of intense pain 
in the anterior part of the head, and some of pain m the 
back alone or in connexion with headache. The attack 
may be sudden, the patient resorting to the bed eaily, 
and early delirium, or it may occupy many days, even 
a fortnight, the patient lounging about^ complainmg of 
headache. 

When fuUy developed the head is usually the part com- 
plained of; sometimeo, however, the pain is in the abdo- 
men or limbs, in a toe or finger, and may migrate to dis- 
tant parts. The pupil of the eye is usually dilated ; the 
pulse is very variaole, not only in fi-equency, but also in 
force and nilness, varying perceptibly often while your 
fingers are upon the artery. 

The same variation may be noticed in the degree of 
heat and moisture observable upon the surface of the body 
and limbs. Bowels easily acted upon by cathartics, and 
often tympanitic. 

This fever, whether analogous or not to the spotted 
fever of 1810, is certainly a nervous fever, as any one may 
satisfy himaeif by once beholding it. 
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DB. H. B. BANDSt TICE-PBESIDENT, IN THS CHAIB. 

OOKDinON OF TIBIAL ARTBRT IH eTUHP. 

Br. Po0t presented a small portion of the tibial artery 
removed from the stump presented at the last meeting ; it 
was remarkable in bein^ completely patulous to within only 
an eighth of an inch of its extremity. He also exhibited a 
couple of sequestra removed from the lower jaw of a child 
2| years of age. The necrosis was the result of a fall while 
plajiiig with a ck>the&-piB. The specimens were only inte- 
reatiof as coming firom a patient so young. One of the 
pieces was removed frem the situation of the symphysis, 
the other firom near the angle of the bone. 

ouirsHOT wouvD or thig^ 

Db. Pobt also presented the extremity of the right thigh 
of a woman whose limb he ampuUted last Friday. 
Twenty-five days before the amputation she was shot by 
the accidental discharge of a fowling-piece, containing a 
very small bullet, weighing about one-fourth of an ounce. 
The missile entered the outer aspect of the limb, about a 
hand's breath above the knee, and took a course ibrwards 
and inwards, k)dging in the limb. At the time Dr. Post 
firat saw her, shortly after the accident^ a portion of bullet^ 
weighing ninety-five grains, and very much flattened and 



disfigured, was removed through the ofjening. A fbrtnlghf 
later, when the amputation was performed, two additional 
pieces of lead were removed, weighing in the aggregate 
twenty grains. The fracture was found oiily to involve 
the outer half of the lower aspect of the thigh, causing an 
irregular and ragged opening into the cancellous structure 
of the bone. At the time of the amputation Dr. Poet sup- 
posed that the fiw^ure extended down to the articular 
extremity. One important motive for amputation was the 
existence of a bed sore, with sloughing over the sacrum. 

OLAMDGLAB TUMORS. 

Db. Post also presented a series of glandalar tuoMrf 
which he had removed that day fttmi the neck of a yocraif 
man 22 years of age. The main tumor was situated 
upon the left side, extending firom the posterior part ofihb 
mastoid process along the line of the 0temo-cleiao mastoid 
muscle to the clavicle. Dr. P. had a suspidon, but no% « 
very firm conviction, that the disease might be a mtm ef 
glandular tumors. This suspicion, as has been intimated, 
was confirmed. l%e tumor was freely movable in a late- 
ral direction, but not so much so longitudinally. beinjrbocMKl 
down by the stemo-cleido mastoid muscle. The fibi^s of 
this muscle spread over the tumor, expandtng to nesriy 
the width or the neck. Some of its fibres bad to be 
divided. The operation occupied over two hours. A 
series of tumors were removed, and some were leAi tot 
subsequent operation. 

^R. FiNNVLL referred to a similar operaifeloB for rettiotal 
of glandular tumors, which he had performed some ymv 
ago. He first removed one tumor and then found a string 
of them along the line of, and behind the stemo-deide 
mastoid muscle. He removed eleven in idl, and still some 
were left;. The operation occnpied about an houit The 
wound, however, nerer healed. 

ORETAOEOUS TUBEROLI. 

Dr. Finnell presented, ^on behdf of Dc Rockwell, of 
East Windsor, Conn., a small specimen of calcified tubercle of 
very large size, expectoratea by a little girl, who, three 
we^s after, died of phthisis. The oretaceona deposit gare 
the indication for cure in one portion of the lung, while 
the softening of the deposit in another portion of the 
organ, with its attendant destmction of tissue, eaosetf dealt. 



FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

LETTER FROM RUTUS KINO BROWNE, M.D. 

THE BERLIN SCHOOL 07 PATHOLOGISTS AND THEORIES 

OF PATHOLOGT. 

Several years ago* I brought to the attention of a certain 
circle of medical readers, a brief account of the views and 
observations of the Beriin School of PatMogical AnaiCo- 
mists, as they are presented by Virchow in his Archiyes, 
and more compendiously in his Cellular Pathology .t Sinpe 
then, what I expressed as conviction has become a certainty, 
so far as the testimony of one's eyes can constitute that 
event' Being here for some months, and during six of these 
frequently every day of the week engaged in the examina- 
tion of morbid tissue, and finding fresh testimony daily of 
the correctnsfis of the interpretaUons of this school, I an 
induced to think that your readers would value some 
account of it* 

The Pathological Institute where these observaticfns tn 
pathological anatomy are incessantly carried on, beaded br 
Virchow, is a part of the great " Charity Hospital" to wfaidii 
are eonveyed for dtssectlon and exAmkiation all the bodtsa 
of the dead who expire therein. This hospital contam 
some thousands of patients, and the c^uantity of exanimate 
material it furnishes to the pathologist is immense, of every 
variety, from the youngest foetus in utero to the very 
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otdeet of both sexes. Id this particular it can hardly be 
ezeeeded by any similar seat of study in the world ; but 
does not perhaps exceed that of Vienna, where I shall 
qpend some months of this year. 

It htit a department of physiological chemistry. The 
branches that are taught in it are physiology, histology, and 
pathological anatomy. In any correct scneme of study, 
tfaeae, of course, run very much together, and ought to be 
inseparable. The Institute exists for the one purpose, which 
the study of all these equally promotes — viz. to ascertain 
tiie itu€ character of animal tissues, normal or morbid, and 
the exact nature of the functions of those tissues. The 
las ns of research for the first is, of course, the microscope. 
Most, if not all, of the students are graduated physicians ; 
but those in the department of microscopic anatiimy (so far 
as there is any distinction in the departments) are men 
intest on the solution of scientific problems, inquirers in 
tm advaoced and advancing scientific stage. Some of them 
•M MOB actively ambitious of ascertaining new fiicts which 
^M^ invnltdate received ones, or enable th.m to explain 
tiM ktter as errors. It is the distinction of the views 
ao«edited here that they are the fruits of the labor and 
iia a »ch net of isolated observers, nor of occasional though 
m eoeas fu i research, but of a number of observers constantly 
IB ponuit of one purpose — that ah-eiidy mentioned. Wha^ 
ever is known to one is to the others ; and moat fi^uently 
one point, if it have any novelty, is the subject of various 
and general, though perhaps not formally comhinedy research. 
I do not imagine a better place of investigation in these 
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suaaioNS in charge of hospitals as 

MILITARY COMMANDERS. 

Tn qaestioa has again been mooted, "What is the 
position of a surgeon in charge of a military hospital?" 
and this time it has been decided in a civil court that 
be is a military commander. The case is that of Bennel 
vs. Jetoet, tried before Judge Dutton, at New Haven, 
Conn. The defendant is surgeon in charge of a hospital in 
which plaintiff was a nurse ; plaintiff having been guilty 
of diic4>edience of orders and other misconduct, was 
plaoed in the guard-house by defendant " In the opinion 
of the Court the petitioner was under the military com- 
mand of the defendant, and sul^ject to militory discipline 
by hioL For disobedience of orders and disorderly con- 
dnct the defendant had a right to confine him in the 
goard -house. The Court, on this application, could not in- 
quire into the mode or drounutanoes of that imprison- 
meiit The enlistment m this case was in a form pro- 
vided by the Secretary d War. The r^fulation of hos- 
pitals is undoubtedly subject to his control. ^ It has been 
mgod by the couns^ for the petitioner that no law in 
CflogrsBS has been shown speJally authoriang the enlist- 
nmU in this form of nortes. No particular sUtute is 
deemed to be necessary. War must necessarily be at* 
tended with sickness and wounds, and the sick and 
wounded need and demand the first attention of a mili- 
t ary eo mmander. In a hospital strict rules are absolutely 
li^mamrf Ibr the preservation of life. It wouM be ab- 
wmA -40 sn|9oae that a nurse eoukl refuse, at his own 
o^irice, to aid in the ampntatioB of a limb; or, for tiie 



purpose of relieving himself from labor, leave a sick sol- 
dier to die from want of attention. In private life tliese 
offices may be safely left to the voluntary kindness of 
relatives and friends, but not in a hospital in time of 
war. The comfort, and even safety of the suflering, re- 
quire the enjoyment of the highest military authority 
on the part of the surgeon.^ The Surgeon-General of 
the United States has, therefore, very properly ajqmved 
this power, and communicated it to his subordinates.'* 

If (here is any position in which an army medical 
officer should have absolute rank, and the power con- 
sequent thereon, it is as the head of a hospitaL He is 
here performing a class of duties of which no other offi- 
cer, whatever his rank, has the slightest knowledge. He 
is truly ** master of the situation," and every considera- 
tion of justice and humanity should accord to him the 
most absolute and unchallenged control Dr. Shbiuptoic 
thus forcibly states the question :— " Is it not an inevitable 
consequence, that, as the hospitals are specially deettned 
for the reception and treatment of sick people, they 
should be under the direction and responsibility of the 
medical men ? Such is the natural conviction of public 
opinion. But is not this direction, practically, a fiction, 
and this responsibility an injustice ? Can nothing be done 
to remedy this state of things ? Should not the medical 
men of the hospitals possess aD pow^r and poasibiU authori- 
ty to carry out the measures which their patients may 
require? It is a deplorable evil that, by the rules and 
regulations of the hospitals, the medical men should be de- 
prived of this authority, or that theur power should be in 
any degree weakened by the control of a non-scientific 
power. Medical men should have a hierarchy of their 
own in every hospital, to which alone they should be sub- 
ject." 

But notwithstanding the apparent jtistice and necessity 
of giving to- the surgeon this entire control of the sick in 
hospital, his claims to be a military commander have here- 
tofore been disregarded. The result has been the frequent 
occurrence of gross acts of cruelty to the sick, and serioua 
controversies between the medical and line officers have 
resulted. ^In the war of the Re\ olutton and of 1812, ihia 
evil was the subject of frequent renoonstrance by the medi- 
cal officers. Surgeon Mann, in his Medical Skdches, bears 
the following testimony to the injustice of military inter- 
ference in hospital management in 1812:— "It was fre- 
quently the case, during the war, that c o m m issioned offi- 
cers of inferior grades intruded themselves into the hos- 
pitals without consulting the attending surgeons, and, with- 
out their knowledge, ordered out of the wards the con- 
valescent men; and when detected in such unmilitarf 
conduct, justified themselves by claims of superior rank* 
Officers commanding regiments who had been k>ng in ser- 
vice were guilty of similar misdemeanors. Interferences 
of this description, st the commencement of the war, were 
extremely vexatious to the surgeons. In one instance, a 
Colonel ordered his Quartermaster to take possession of 
barracks already occupied by the sick, who, weak and 
infirm as they were, left their beds, and preferred to 
expose themselves without doors on the ground to being 
-crowded and overrun by healthy, rude men." 

The present war found the surgeon in charge of a hoq^i- 
tal in the same subordinate position as previously ; and we 
regret to state that officers of the line have occasionally ex- 
hibited the same disposition to ignore his rightfiil authori- 
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ty. The case of Assr -Sctbo. Webster, which we aoticed a 
few weeks since, is an instance in point, and from the testi- 
mon J on the trial of Suroeom Sloan, the able and efficient 
Assist. Medical Director of the Department of the East, we 
learn that such interference is not infrequent. He said : — 
" It (military interference) had been the source of a great 
deal of trouble and controversy. It has sometimes coun- 
teracted' regulations adopted by the Medical Department. 
All the General Hospitals in this department are governed 
by certain regulations and instructions. Interference with 
those regulations, without the knowledge of the Medical 
Director, has caused a great deal of trouble and annoy- 
ance." We might refer to many other cases, but we shall 
conclude with the following flagrant example of this inter- 
ference in thewestem army. 

In June, 1863, Major-General Gordon Granger, then 
in command of the forces at Franklin, Tenn., ordered Asst.- 
SvnMioif Blaok (belonging to one of the volunteer regi- 
ments) to viftit Nashville, and go through the hospitals, in 
order that he might report to him what soldiers were de- 
tained in hospital unnecessarily. Dr. Black performed 
this degrading service without informing the Medical Di- 
rector at Nashville that he was about to do so, and made a 
report to Gin. Granger, who forwarded it to Major-Gen. 
BosscRANS with the following endorsement : — 

** The especial attention of the Commanding General is 
respectfully called to the within report. Unless our men 
can be returned from hospital promptly I would suggest 
that the army be disbanded and placed in hospitals so as to 

S've employment to the medical profession. It is impossi- 
e to prosecute the war succeaafully while this fire' of 
would-be sui^cal commanders is carried on in our rear. 
Of all the departments of our army the hospital department 
needs purging most This is the third report I have had 
the honor to make upon this important subject." 

This report, with the accompanying endorsement, was 
forwarded to the Commanding General, Rosecrans, and by 
him referred to his Medical Director to ascertain and 
report upon the facts. Subsequently the report of Dr, 
Blaox, with G«n. Granger's endorsement, was handed to 
Dk. F. H. Hamilton, who was at that time Medical lu- 
qwctor U.S.A., on duty in the Department of the Cum- 
berland. After an investigation, he wrote a short note 
addressed to Major-Gen. Rosecrans, but, having read the 
note to the Mediqal Director of the Department, under 
advioe, it Was withheld. Gen. Rosiorans was already suffi- 
ciently informed as to the fkcts by the report of the ATssr.- 
Mboical Director, and it seemed advisable at this crisis of 
an active campaign not to embarrass the commander by 
pressing upon his attention the consideration of matters of 
10 HtUe moment The present, however, affords a proper 
oeeasion to reproduce this note, which eloquently vindi- 
cittes the ICedical Staff from the unjust aspersions contained 
in the endorsement :— 

"I beg leave to unite with Major-General Gordon 
Granger, in calling your especial attention to the following 
endorsement made by him upon a report of Asst.-Suroeon 
Black, who had been ordered by Gen. Granger, while the 
latter was in command of the forces at Franklin, Tenn., to 
visit the hospitals at Nashville, which order was obeyed 
and the report made without any communication with the 
Asst.tMedic^il Director of the Department, who is in 
charge of the hospitals at Nashville. 

"As the Medical Inspector of this Department, whose 






duty it is, among other things, to inquire into and report 
upon the character and conduct of medical officers, I have 
the honor to state that the Asst.-Medical Director of this 
post. Surgeon Thurston, has carefully examtned into the 
supposed causes of complaint referred to in the report of 
AssT.-SuROEON Blace:, and that in my opinion the tiiots do 
not justify an v censure upon the medical officers in charade 
of the hospitals at Nashville. The report of the Assr.-M^- 
dical Director on this subiect has been forwarded to you 
already, and you will decide for yourself how &r these 
gentlemen deserve censure. It is oertain, however, that 
nothing in Asst.-Surqeom Black's report wiU justify ^e 
language of the endorsement In a manner which, I pro- 
test, is unbecoming an officer and a gentleman, the whole 
medical profession is assailed. It is insinuated that Sur- 
geons desire that the hospitals should be ^lled in order that 
they may be retained in the service ; that they have habi- 
tually withheld able-bodied men from their comnands from 
base, mercenary motives; and to such an extent bad this 
been practised as to have seriously embarrassed thesocce^- 
ful prosecution of the war; that surgeons arrogate to 
themselves authority which neither written laws nor regula- 
tions authorize. Finally, U3at the hospital department ex- 
hibits more incompetency than any other department in the 
army. 

*^ If. you. Sir, think that there is any truth in these chai^ges 
^ou will not fail, I trust, to institute at once a most search- 
ing investigation, which ought to result if the charges are 
sustamed, m a thorough purging of the Medical Staff under 
your command ; but in the meantime I deem it my duty 
to sa^ to you that, in my opinion, the medieal genttemen 
in this department are performing their duties with a zeal, 
fidelity, and intelligence which merits commendation better 
than reproof. The little authority which, for the purposes 
of humanity and the good of the service, has been vested 
in them, I believe they faithfully exercise, but no more ; 
and it is impossible^ in all cases, to determine the secret 
motives which actuate men in their lives and conduct; 
yet in view of the rank and pay which our government 
allows to its medical officers, coupled wi^ the fact that 
they are the only class of officers in the army of whom 
previous education and examination with reference to 
fitness for the special duties which they are now per^onmhig 
have been uniformly required, it is ^r to assume thaty 
they are not onl^ quite as competent, but also as little^ 
exposed to the influence of mercenary motives as any 
others." 

We are not aware that any further action was taken in 
the matter by Gen. Rosecrans ; but it: is stated that aooa- 
after several invalid soldiers were removed from the hos- 
pitals in obedience to orders issued by officers of the ^ine ; 
and that most of them were unfit to leavci and one had to 
be sent to his regiment on a bed. 

But we trust and believe that these humiliating records 
of (he abuse and misdirection of power belong to the paat^ 
We are making progress in the right direction, thanks to* 
the enlightened and patient efforts of Surgeon-General 
Hammond in behalf of the Medical Staff of tlie army. 
Among the earliest measures of his administration which "^ 
insured its adoption by Government was that which, 
made the»Surgeon in charge of a hospital a military oom-' 
mander. It was a long stride in advance, and secured to 
Surgeons a consideration which they never before enjoyed. 
In our review of the trial of A08T..-SuaoBON WiBSTiK^wa 
brought forward the evidence that the Surgeon in chai^. 
of a hospital is now recognised as a military commander,, 
and we must be pardoned for referring again to that article^. 
It is of the utmost importance th^t Surgeons firmly aasert 
and unflinchingly maintain their authority, as waa done by 
AssT.-SuRQEON Webster aud Qu^movi Jewstt. 
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tbb wab in eubopk. 
Fbox the medical writers at the seat of war in Europe we 
glean some interesting facts. Tetanus is quite common, 
eight soldiers having died of it in Schleswig. Pysemia did 
not appear until there was an accumulation of severe inju- 
ries in the same wards. Wounds of the chest, in which 
the ball traversed its semi-circumference subcutaneously, 
were frequent Such wounds were not noticed in the 
Italian war, and are now thought to be due to the dififer- 
enoe in the size of the bnlletd ; the rifle bullet of the Danes 
is of large diameter, and weighs nearly two ounces, while 
that used by the French and Austrians is but about half the 
size. The Germans have no regimental hospitals, but in- 
stead maintain field or general hospitals, consisting of seve- 
ral detached buildings under the management of one staff 
of officers. In the hospital under the charge of Dk. 
iftf arch's Assistant, the wounds are all dressed once only 
in twenty-four hours, all being thoroughly cleansed with a 
strong stream of warm water, by means of the irrigator. 
Where a ball has passed through a limb, the stream of 
water is made to traverse it, washing out all foreign mate- 
rials. The wounds are usually dressed with oiled lint, and 
well covered up with cotton wool. Plaster-of-Paris is 
universally employed in compound fractures. Resection of 
hip, elbow, and rfioiilder were frequent, but amputations 
have been rarely practised. One surgeon neither ampu- 
tates nor resects, being governed by the principles of a 
work which 6e has recently written. Several sword and 
bayonet wounds have already been seen. 

« The care and transport of every material required for 
sanitary or hospital purposes m the field is intrusted to a 
body of men callea the Sanit&ts Ck>mpagnie, who are 
instructed in some points of minor surgery sufficient to 
enable them to assist the wounded from the field of battle 
to the place where the surgeons are to be found. It was 
matter of interest to ot^rve the organization of this 
department of the Austrian army. Each waggon belong- 
ing to the department is entirely complete in itself, and is 
capable of furnishing bedding, dressings, and surgical appU- 
anoes for 150 severely wounded, together with rood, wine 
and spirits, and cooking apparatus, for the same number for 
twenty-four hours. The ambulance carriages are simple 
and practical, carrying each two severely or twelve sHghtly 
wounded." • 

OONFtDERATS 6UR0ERT. 

The London Lancet^ of March 5, contains a second instal- 
jment of the report from "General Military Hospital of 
Camp Winder, near Richmond, Va.," by Inspector A. J. 
SnonES, M.D., " Confederate States Army." There are nine- 
teen cases of wounds of the extremities, twelve upper, seven 
lower J of the upper, seven involved the humeral region, 
one humerus and ulna, one radius and ulna, three hand. 
In the lower extremity, four involved the femur, upper 
third in two cases, mid(Ue one, lower one ; one tibia, one 
tibia and fibula, one foot Of the twelve cases of wounds 
of upper extremity, six died ; of the seven wounds of the 
lower extremity, five died. Causes of death in the eleven 
fatal cases were as follows : Secondary hsemorriiage four, se- 
condary hismorrfaage and scorbutus one, irritative fever one, 
pytemia three, tetanus one, gangrene one. There were 
three resections of humerus, one at shoulder-joint with re- 
moval of four and a half inches of the shaft ; two recovered 
and one died. In four cases of gunshot wound of knee- 
joint three were amputated, of which two died and one 
was slowly "healing;" one was treated by ''position and 



irrigation'," and is " still doing well" There are tvro cases 
of wounds of arteries with secondary haemorrhage, one 
femoral, in which the main trunk was ligated higher up the' 
lunb ; no return of haemorrhage, but patient d'ed with 
symptoms of pyaemia on third day. Second case, wound 
of axillary in which the wound was successfully plugged. 
The detwl of cases affords nothing of interest 



Pbogeidinos of the American Pharmaceutioai* Associ- 
ation, AT ITS Eleventh Annual Meetino, held in Bal- 
timore, Md., September, 1863. PubUshed by the Asso- 
ciation. Pp.321. 
We have always watched with interest the workings of 
this useful Association, and now welcome the appearance 
of the eleventh volume of its transactions, as evidence of 
the zeal and industry of its members, trusting that a brier 
summary of the work will be acceptable to our readers. 

Following the minutes of the meeting, a considerable 
portion of the volume is occupied with a report of the Com- 
mittee on the Progress of Pharmacy, presented by FERni- 
NAND F. Mayer, Chairman. The report is lengthy, and 
exhibits a thorough acquaintance with American and iwi* 
ropean literature. Then follows a report of the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, J. M. Maisch, after which Dr. E. R. Squibb, 
in behalf of the Committee appointed for the purpose, 
presents a report on the Drug Market After reviewing 
the sale and prices of goods, the Committee turns its 
attention to their quality, which we regret to say is not 
satisfactory. The specimens for examination " were pur- 
chased fi-om the best usual sources of supply in the several 
cities ; that is, those stores where cheap and inferior jjrepa- 
rations were Known to be sold were avoided, and only 
those from which the best class of pharmaceutists and the 
best class of country physicians obtain their supplies were 
resorted to." Of the six specimens of «ther exammed, 
not one agreed with the standard in any iwQ prominent 
quahties. Of the seven specimens of aether fortior, only 
two were right in all respects, Of the ten specimens of 
chloroform, five were so near the standard as to pass for 
good chloroform. Of the eleven specimens of sweet spirit 
of nitre, and eleven of compound spirit of ether, all were 
deficient in essential qualities. Of the elevea specimens of 
laudanum examined, not one yielded the proper amount of 
alkaloids. In view of these results the report says:— 
" From this exhibition of the character of six promment 
representetive preparations from the market of the dass to 
which they belong, it appears that although not one of 
them comes fuUy up to the officinal standard, yet that, by 
a Uberal admission, two of the most important ones may 
be considered to be nearly right, and to be promssing m 
the desired direction of becoming entirely right. The 
three important ones of the remaining four, however, exhi- 
bit a low character, discreditable alike to the professions of 
medicine and pharmacy, and to human nature in general; 
and those phannaceutisU whose moral peroeptions at ttus 
day are left keen enough to appreciate tho condition of 
their art> and whose energy is sufficient, certainly have a 
most enviable reputation and standing within their reach, 
by opposing the condition of things thus indicated through 
what appears to be the rarely trodden path of moral recU- 

tude." 

Under the head of Special Reports and Essays, Mn 
William Procter, Jun., presents a paper " On the Relative 
Activity of American and . European Aconite Root. A 
specimen of 6000 grains was selected from- each, and 
both submitted to parallel experiments, when it was found 
that the aconitia from the European specimen weighed 
10 grains, and that from the American 21 crains. 

Mr. George C. Close presents a report " On the compara- 
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tire Advantages of the Leaves and Seeds of Ooninm Macula^ 
tam." As the result of his experiments, we learn that from 
ooniom leaves one year old (American), no conia vras 
obtained ; that recent leaves are ahout three and a half 
times as rich as the Endish, and about one quarter the 
strength of the seeds. Recent seeds are about one per 
cent stronger than those which are two years old, and 
fifteen per cent, stronger than German seeds. The proper 
time for gathering the seeds is when ftiUy formed and 
retaining their green color. 

Prof. John M. Maisch presents a report " On the Specific 
Gravity of Aqueous Sohitions of Tartaric Acid." 

Mr. P. W. BinFORD reports **0n the Comparative 
values of the Commercial Varieties of Buchu Leaves. There 
are three varieties, known as long, medium, and short 
The long and short varieties were submitted to experiment, 
when it was found that the former yielded an average of 
0.66 per cent of volatile oil, and the latter of 1.21 per 
cent 

Robert P. Thomas, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica 
in the Philadelphia CoUeee of Pharmacy, reports ** On the 
Therapeutic Properties of Sanguinarina, and its Acetate and 
Sulphate." He commenced his experiments by taking, when 
in good health, pulse at 60, one-twentieth of a grain of the 
pure alkaloid at nine a.m., and at one, six, and ten p.m., 
daily, for seven successive days. After two davs the pulse 
stood at 60 in the morning, and 62 or 63 in the evening. 
On the sixth and seventh days there was a little gastnc 
discomfort One-tenth of a grain taken four times a day, 
produced on the second day a feeling of warmth and unea- 
siness of the stomach, about half an hour after each dose. 
One-thirtieth of a grain was administered to a girl aged 
twelve, who had a hard, dry, racking cough ; pulse 104. 
At the close of the fourth dajr the pulse had fallen to 88, 
but no veiT evident change m the cough. The sulphate, 
in doses of from one-tenth to one-sixth of a grain, gene- 
nllly reduced the pulse after the patient had taken it thirty- 
six or forty-eight hours. Larger doses produced nausea 
and vomiting. The acetate produced neariy the same gas- 
tric symptoms, with less effect on the pulse. As an expec- 
torant, he recommends a syrup made of contused blood- 
root, 5 ij. ; dilute acetic acid, Ojj. ; sugar, lbs. ij. ; exhaust 
the root by percolation ; add sugar; dissolve by a gentle 
beat Prescribe with an equal quantity of syrup of Tolu. 

Mr. William Procter, Jr., reports on Fluid Extracts. 
The constantly increasing demand for this useful class of 
preparations has made its study an important one to the 
pharmaceutist; and this report shows that the subject is 
receiving carefiil attention. The great desideratum is, to 
be able to select for each drug its proper solvent, or one 
that will secure the medicinal constituents, to the exclusion 
of those that are inert Mr. P. mentions the solvent and 
antiseptic properties of glycerine, especially its " solvent 
power for msoluble or altered tannin, as it exists in kino, 
catechu, krameria^ and cinchona ; " also of ** acetic acid for 
the vegetable alkalies; alkaline solutions for the active 
resins of jalap, scammony, etc. In this direction much has 
yet to be learned of the effects of alkalies in modifying the 
therapeutic properties of these remedies." Other mterest- 
ing reports on the various subjects relating to pharmacy 
are pVeeented, but our space will not allow of a more ex- 
tended notice. The book is got up in its usual form, with 
a good quality of paper, and a fair readable type. 



The MtmioiPAL Hospttal, Phila. — The erection of a 
Municipal Hospital in this city for contagious diseases, 
under the commission composed of representatives from 
the Board of Healthy GKiardians of the Poor and of the 
Prison, is now profl;re88ing. This hospital is placed upon 
Hart Lane, near the Lamb Tavern, m the Twenty-nrst 
Ward. It will be a Tery handsome, convenient, and suita- 
ble building, and will be completed during the present 
yemr, at a cost of less than finy thousand dollars. — B&- 
porter. 



A NEW APPLICATION OP ELECTRICITT. 

[To tlie Editor of tho Ammioah Mxdioal Tdcu.] 

Sir : — ^The utilization of this mysterious principle con- 
tinues to occupy the earnest thoughts of subtle and 
ingenious minds. The discovery of its relationship to 
magnetism astonished the world scarody less tiian that of 
its identity with lightning; and its application to tele- 
graphy, the most valuable of all, seemed to put the climax 
to Its utility. But new modef of making it subservient 
to the business and comforts of man are still sought for, 
and one which was incidentally brought to our attention 
during a recent visit to Philadelphia, so struck our fancy 
by its beauty, usefulness, and convenience, that we were 
induced to pay a visit to the establishment where the 
idea found aevelopment and practice, and where, althou^ 
a stranger, we found a welcome, and were politely shown 
the whole matter. 

For two years past Mr. Robert Cornelius of that city 
(the head of the large establishment of Cornelius and 
Baker) has been devoting his time to perfecting an arrange- 
ment for lighting gas as it issues ^om the ordinary bracket 
or chandelier, by the ele<^tric spark. The method of ac- 
complishing this was apparent to his mind very early, but 
to bring the i^^paratus to such perfection as to insure its 
certain operation at all times and seasons, and under all 
circumstances and conditions of the weather, was the nice 
point upon which he has labored with great assiduity and 
mgenuity, until he has accomplished the desideratum in a 
manner which may be regarded as yearly, if not quite, in- 
fallible. The little apparatus for the purpose forms an addi- 
tional ornament to each c^ bracket or chandelier, and 
is ever ready for action, so Uiat matches and torches may be 
wholly dispensed with, wherever it is introduced. 

By a very gentle friction of two surfaces, a delicate 
spark of electricity is generated at the moment of the 
escape of the gas from the burner, which is instantly 
ignited. The apparatus consists, in the case of an ordinary 
bracket, of a small brass conical cup, with an inside lining 
of lamb's wool and silk, into which is loosely fitted a ^\ug 
of hard rubber, surmounted bv a knob or handle. The 
slight friction caused by simply lifting this plug from it» 
bed in the cup, generates electricity sufficient for the pur* 
pose. This is conducted by a delicate copper chain or 
wire, covered with sUk, to the orifice of the burner, where 
it 13 discharged from a platinum poiht through the jet of 
gas, and instantly ignites it 

Nothing can be more simple and beautiful^ while tbo 
cup and chain are a decidedly ornamental addition to the 
bracket. 

In the case of a chandelier with five burners, which we 
saw, the positive and negative surfaces were arranged in 
the form of droukur disks, about six inches in diameter, 
lying horizontally in contact with each other. The act of 
separating these, by shghtly' raising the upper one, pro- 
duces a spark which is transmitted to each burner by a 
separate conductor, and ignites all the jets of gas simuita- 
neouslv. This action of s^mrating the disks, as well as 
the " Ktting on" of the current of gas, is performed by a 
very neat and ingenious contrivance, a single movement of 
a stopper being suffidenL It is so arranged also that any 
one or the five jets may be ignited independently of the 
others. 

From the day when Franklin '^ eripuit coelo fulmen," to 
that when Morse united the ends of the earth in an iostan- 
taneoBS bond, scarcely has there been seen a more pleasing 
and beautiful adi^tation of electricity to human comfort 
and convenience. Though not yet introduced to the busi- 
ness public, permission was accorded us to present it to 
the readers of the Medical TiuES^and though our descrip- 
tkm, without a drawing, must neoessarily be imperfect, we 
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trust it is Bufficientlj clear as regards the principle of its 
operation. In our* judgment this beautiful invention, 
which will be regarded as a philosophic toy, as well as a 
household convenience, will soon be esteemed as indispen- 
sable as the sewing machine. 

The glory of the friction match will then be dimmed, as 
surely as it extinguished that of the flint and steel and 
tinder-box. With sulphur and phosphorus dispensed with 
in our households, we shall hear no more of children mis- 
taking matches for candies, and dying in consequences. 
All honor^ we say, to the philosophic and patient genius of 
the American artist. 

G. 



" MILES ON GUNSHOT FRACTURES OF THE 

KNEE-JOINT." 

[Tb the Editor of the AmntxcAir Medical Tnos.] 

Sir : — ^In looking over the American Mbdical Times for 
January 30, 1864, 1 was attracted by an article bearing the 
above title. Its extraordinary similarity in style and mat- 
ter to Prof Longmore's Es«»ay in Holmes' $ System of Sur- 
geryj led me to institute a comparison. I offer the result 
of my labor in the two columns subjoined, as a contribu- 
tion to those remarkable coincidences which sometimes 
occur in medical as in general literature. The same writer 
^Ad, Assi. Surgeon ftB. Miles. U.S.A. — in preparing an 
article on FrysipelaSy published about one year ago in the 
" Times," was so unfortunate as to happen upon the same 
modes of expression and manner of treating his subject — 
the very words, indeed — which Dr. R B. Todd had pre- 
viously used in his lectures upon *< Acute Diseases." These 
singular coincidences might be construed by uncharitable 
readers in a manner fextremely unfavorable to Dr. Miles, 
seeing that Prof Longmore and Dr. Todd have tlie prece- 
dence in point of time. Witliout assuming to decide the 
question of plagiarism, 1 place some extracts from Dr. 
Milee's article by the side of portions of Loagmore's Essay, 
so that the reader may form his own conclusions. 
Miles, in Longmore, in 

American Medical Times. Holmes's System of Surgery, 
These injuries, always nu- These injuries, always 
merous in warfare, offer very numerous . in warfare, 
many subjects for the consi- offer many subjects of consi- 
deration of the military sur- deration for the military sur- 
geon. No class of wounds geon. No class of wounds 
mcludes so manv cases that includes so many cases that 
fill! under his prolonged care, fall under his prolonged care 

as this. (Page 73.) 
As a general rule, primary As a general rule, ordinary 
amputation should never fof- fractures below the knee 
low ordinary fractures below from rifle bails should never 
the knee-joint, from rifle cause primary amputation. 
balls ; and in gunjihot frac- (Page 78.) 
tares of the thigh in the up- For in these (gunshot frac- 
per third, the danger attend- tures of thigh in upper third,) 
ing amputation is so great the danger attending ampu- 
that the question is open for tation itself is so great) tnat 
discussion, whether it is safe the question is still open, 
to endeavor to save the limb whether the safety of the 
or to amputate. patient is best consulted by 

excision of the injured por- 
tion of the femur, by simple 
removal of detached frag- 
ments, and trusting to natu- 
ral efforts for union, or by 
resorting to amputation. 
(Page 78.) 
During the CJrimean war Attention was specially 
particular attention was di- directed in the late Crimean 
rect«d to this question, and Campaign to the question of 
it was generally conceded the proper treatment of these 
that the advanced experi- injuries, and expectations 
eiice in oonservatrve sur- were generally hold that th^ 



gery would lead to many advanced experience in ooa- 
such cases, terminating fa- servative surgery would lead 
vorably with preservation of to many such cases, lermi- 
the limb, which yrould pre- nating favorably w^ith pre- 
viously have been ampu- servation of the limb, which 
tated. previously would have been 

subjected to amputation. 
(Page 78.) 
In the surgic^ history of Yet, in the Surgtcal Hie- 
the Crimean War we learn tory of the Campaign, it is 
that 14 out of 174 cases of stated that only 14 out of 
compound fracture of the 174 cases of compound frac- 
femur among the men, and ture of the femur among the 
5 cases out of 20 among men, and 5 out of 20 among 
the officers, recovered, and the officers, recovered, with- 
those were selected cases out amputation being per- 
for the experiment of pre- formed ; that those selected 
serving the limb intact Am- for the experiment of pre- 
putations of the thigh were serving the limb, etc., • • • • 

very fatal in their results, Amputations 

the recoveries of tlie men of the thigh, however, were 
being in the upper third very fatal in their results 
43.3 per cent of aU treated, also, the recoveries being 
Amon^ the officers it was stated to be, amongst the 
more lavorable. In consi- men in the upper third, 12 
dering the results of gun- nine-tenths, in the middle 
shot fractures of the femur, third 40, in the lower tWrd 
the situation of the injury is 43 three-tenths per cent, of 
of vast importance in regard cases treated. Among the 
to the chances of recovery, officers the proportion was 
either with or without am- rather naore favorable, 
putation. In considering the results 

of gunshot fractures of the 
femur, the situation] of the 
injury is a matter of great 
importance, whether as re- 
gards chances of recovery, 
without or with amputation. 
(Pages 78, 79.) 
In the Surgical History of In the Surgical History of 
the Crimean War this fact is the Crimean Campaign, this 
shown in the results of am- fact is shown in the results 
putation ; but there is no re- of amputation ; but the dis- 
cord of these cases without tinction is not made in re- 
amputation. Dr. Macleod gard to recoveries without 
was able to discover only amputation. Dr. Macleod, 
three case^ of compound in his Notes, remarks that he 
fracture of the upper third has only been able to dia- 
of the femur that recovered cover three cases in which 
without amputation. recovery followed a com- 

pound fracture in the upper 
third of the femur without 
amputation. (Page 79.) 
The femur is the most The femur — the earliest 
powerful and most compact formed, the longest, most 
m structure of all the long powerful, and most compaot 
bones of the body, and when in structure of all the long 
fractured, tlie lesion is gene- bones in the body— can only 
rally rendered compound by be shattered by a ball strik- 
the direct contact of the mis- ing it with immense force, 
sile with the bone ; but the (Page 78.) 
fracture is sometimes simple. When complicated with 
when caused by indirect fracture, the lesion is usually 
projectiles, such as stones rendered compound by the 
and spent balls. direct contact of the projec- 

tile with the bone injured; 
but the fracture is sometimes 
simple, when caused by in- 
direct projectiles, such as 
stones, or splinters, or spent 
balls. (Page 73.) 

I need not reproduce the article entire. The same simi- 
larity between Miles and Longmore exists throughout, 
except in one paragraph, which I doubt not equally resem- 
bles some other surgical writer. . ^ 
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That these coincidences should have escaped your cri- 
tical eye, Mr. Editor, can only be accounted for on the 
supposition that yout confidence in medical officers serv- 
ing in our general hospitals, forbids a too rigid scrutiny into 
their contributions to medical science. 

B. B. 

Chattakoooa, Q-a. 



PmLADELPHIA. 

Special Corre$pandenc0, 

Mai«h22,18M. 

Tni schools are closed, the *' grinders " have ceased for a 
time their valuable labors of cramming the foetal medical 
mind for the hour of parturition in the green-box, and, for 
a while, we breathe free again. The number of graduates 
at both the schools was much larger than Could have been 
anticipated, and the Professors inform me that the candidates 
were fully as well prepared as could have been expected. 

Since mv last, we nave lost another star from the hori- 
zon. ProL Franklin Bache, who has for many years occu- 
pied tlie chair of Chemistry in the Jefferson, died March 
19th. Prof. Bache was elected to this position April 6th, 
1841, and has worthily filled it ever since. His death was 
unexpected, though he must have arrived at an advanced 
age, and his retirement had been repeatedly hinted at. 
This, with the death of Prof. Robt. P. Thomas, leaves two 
vacancies, for which a general rush will be made. In con- 
nexion with the latter (the Professorship of Materia Medica 
in the College of Pharmacy), several excellent names have 
been mentioned ; it is thought Mr. Parrish, the author of 
Parrish*s Pharmacy, will be the successful man. This school 
has been productive of a vast deal of good, by educating 
our apothecaries, so that much improvement is now ob- 
served among that useful profession, and some confidence 
can be felt tliat prescriptions will be properly compounded. 
Were our own profession true to themselves, and if they 
would refuse to recommend or patronize any but graduates 
in pharmacy, quackery would not be enabled to ride 
" rough-shod " over the profession. At present, in too 
many instances, tlie apothecary's store is a mart where can 
be obtained almost any fancy article, stationery, cigars, and 
tobacoo, liquor under various disguises, patent medicines 
for every purpose under the sun, and a few drugs. In fiict 
there is scarcely a druggist but is in tlie habit of pre- 
scribing over the counter, too frequently recommending his 
own wares in preference to the prescription whicu is 
brought for his compounding, and sometimes announcing a 
series of " cure-alls " which he calls his own, adding the 
title of " Doctor," without the slightest shade df a diploma, 
though one could be bought for a mere trifle, with all the 
'* rights and privileges thereunto belonging." 

At the la^t meeting of our County Medical Society, the 
subject of " Interference in Natural Labor " was discussed, 
Dr. Atkinson, the Secretary, opening the debate, followed 
by Drs. Bell, Nebinger, Atlee, of ovariotomy notoriety, and 
others. The use of instruments in cases of natural labor 
was condemned, and the whole subject very thoroughly 
ventilated. This b the last of the conversational meetings 
of this Association, and the campaign they have just gone 
tliroughlias been particularly successful; all the subjects 
debated were of special interest, and many of the most 
prominent physicians participated in the discussions. It is 
much to be regretted that these debates are not published, 
as much valuable matter is thus lost to the profession. 

The College of Physicians have just issuea a new edition 
of their Constitution and By-Lawp, with an amended Pee 
Bin attached, which is a fine thing on paper. As a general 
rule, the fees are increased, and they nave wisely adopted 
the plan of placing but one fee, the maximum (f\ for each 
operation, etc. Formerly, for instance, the fee for a con- 
finement was "from fifteen to thirty dollars;" now it is 
thirty dollars. Under the old plan, the courts of justice 
uiTanablj awarded the lowest fee mentioned; now they have 
no alternative, and the maximum is obtained. 



But how many of the Fellows of the College will adhere 
to this list of prices, even when the patient can afford it? 
We opine that die whole affair make^ in their estimation, 
a good appearance, and with that they are content. 

Our military hospitals are models of cleanliness and good 
order. From all quarters they extort praise and admira- 
tion, and consequently are Hberally supplied with ddicacJies, 
clothing, and otner comforts, and even from some of that 
persuasion who regard the Union with undisguised horror. 
As a general rule, the surgeons are well prepared for the 
performance of their duties; and as a vigilant eye superin- 
tends the whole, any who are neglectful or incompetent, 
are speedily displaced by our excellent Medical Director. 
We have at present the South St. Hospital, an old silk fact 
tory, with about 250 beds ; the Christian St., with a like 
number ; the Filbert St, about 400 ; the West Philadelphia 
or Satterlee, accommodating 2600 patients ; the Chestnut 
Hill, or Mower, about 3000; the Turner's Lane, the Nice- 
town and the Gkrmantown Hospitals, each of much less 
proportions. Four of these were built as army hospitals, 
and are models of the kind, being splendidly ventilated, 
and supplied with every means to restore the health of the 
sick or wounded patriots who may be brought under their 
shelter. In addition, we have an Officers' hospital at 
Camac's Woods, where officers are furnished with hospital 
attendance at a reasonable rate. 

Philadelphia will long be remembered for her humane 
institutions, but for none more than her military hospitals 
and other estabUshments for the comfort of the soldier. 



DR. WEDERSTRANDT, 

OF NEW ORLEANS. 

TuE example which a distinguished and good man be- 
queathes to mankind is, in some measure, compensatory for 
the loss which humanity sustains in his death. This senti- 
ment dictates the following brief tribute to the memory of 
an eminent physician who nas recently died in this city, far 
away from the field of his active professional labors. 

Dr. John P. C.Wederstrandt was a native of Baltimore ; 
his father was a Captain in the United States Navy, and a 
citizen of Louisiana. At an early a^e he was placed at 
Mount St Mary's College, Emmittsburg, where he 
remained for nine years. He pursued the study of medi- 
cine in the office of Dr. Baker, a prominent physician in 
Baltimore, and he graduated at the Medical College in that 
city. After his graduation^ he spent three years in Europe, 
mostly in Paris, dihgently pursuing his medical studies. 
Returning, he settled in New Orleans, and was soon 
appointed by the Governor of the State to the post of 
Kesident Physician of the New Orleans Charity Hospital 
He held this office, devoting to it all his time and energies, 
for nearly thirteen years. He resigned the position in 1852, 
and, from ,that time to the development of the disease 
which terminated his life, he -was zealously engaged in the 
duties of a large and laborious practice. Early in the spring 
of 1863, symptoms denoted the existence of tuberculous 
disease of the lungs. He came to New York in April of 
that year ; passed the following summer at the residence of 
a sister, at Islip; returned to the city late in the autumn, 

freatly prostrated by his disease, and died on the 9th of 
'ebruary, 1864. 

Dr. Wederstrandt entered upon his professional cafeer 
with large wealth, which he had inherited. The tempta- 
tion to ease and luxury, or to the acc^uisition of still 
greater wealth, had no influence upon him. Daring his 
residence for thirteen years in the Charity Hospital he 
lived in the wards and the dead-house. He became a pro- 
ficient in morbid anatomy, a department of study in which 
he was deeply interested; but his attention was more 
especially devoted to the physical diagnosis of diseases ^ 
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the chest. He prosecuted this braDch of practical mediciDe 
'with great enthusiasm, and with such Success that he 
became justly pre-emiueiit as an auscultator. Afler leaving 
the hospital, a large share of his practice involved the appli- 
cation of physical methods of examination, and his opinion 
in diseases of the ciiest was considered as the highest 
authority throughout Louisiana and the adjoining States. 

As a practitioner, Dr. Wederstrandt labored as few of 
those who depend upon their professional exertions for 
support, labor. Night and day were devoted to his pa- 
tients, the rich and poor alike, and this was continued unre- 
mittingly, until his labors were arrested by disease. His 
was a striking example of an absorbing love of the profes- 
sion ; and his proteasional life appeared to be directed 
exclusively to two objects, viz. progressive general im- 
provement, and the welfare of others. He was twice 
appointed to the position of a teacher in the University of 
Louisiana, once as Professor of Anatomy, and once as Lec- 
turer on Diseases of the Chest The duties of this posi- 
tion, however, were not congenial to him, owing to a diffi- 
dence which it was difficult to overcome ; and, iBUthough his 
services were highly acceptable, he preferred to devote 
himself entirely to the practical exercise of his profession. 

As a man, Dr. Wederstrandt was singularly modest, 
retiring, and unafifected. A ripe scholar, a learned physi- 
cian, a skilful practitioner, he preserved wiihal the ^ile- 
less simplicity of childhood. In his relations with intimate 
friends he was peculiarly winning, and a spirit of kindly 
consideration marked his deportment towards his patients 
and all with whom he was brought into contact It may 
be safely said he had no enemies ; it would be difficult for 
any one to harbor bitterness of feeling towards such a man. 
He was respected and esteemed alike by the pubhc and his 
professional brethren. After the act of secession from the 
Union of his native State, he was one of those who re- 
mained quietly but sincerely loyal to the Government |and 
when, after the capture of New Orleans, the Charity Hos- 
pital was found to be without a Board of Trustees, he was 
appointed by Gen. Butler to effect its reorganization — a 
duty which he satisfactorily performed. 

It was the privilege of the writer of this imperfect 
memoir to visit Dr. Wederstrandt frequently during his 
illness, up to the hour of his death. Appreciating fully 
the progress, in his own person, of the disease which he 
had studied so thoroughly in others, he was completely 
resigned to the will of God, althouffh oHen expressing the 
wish that his life mi^ht be spared for future usefulness. In 
his gradual decline his interest in medicine was unabated ; 
even within a few days of his death it continued to be a 
source of pleasure to converse on medical topics, and he 
often manifested as much enthusiasm as if he were at the 
threshold of his professional career. In the trying hour of 
his illness he was abundantly sustained by his Christian 
faith. He was never married, but all the attentions which 
affection could prompt during the march of his disease 
were rendered by two widowed sisters, to whom he was 
tenderly attached. These and an absent sister, with their 
children, are all that remain of his father's family. 
• The remains were taken to Baltimore for burial, the lead- 
ing physicians of that city acting as pall-bearers. He died 
in the prime of Hfe, his age being 49 years. 

Thus, quoting from a tribute by another, " A sweet and 
most gentle nature has passed away, leaving behind naught 
but a record of kindness and charity to his fellow-crea- 
tures, and of long years of personal self-denial for their 
sake.^ Bequieseat in pace / A. F. 

Jitnior A8SI8TANT8 TO BsLLsyuE H08PITAL. — The fol- 
lowing gentlemen have been appointed junior assistants in 
Bellevue Hospital : J. W. Southaok, Jr., H. C. Eno, N. 
Db p. Dat, H. G. Bitfard, E. G. Janewat, W. A, Lock- 
wood, Edward Farrele, H. G. Harrison, Darwin Eve- 
rest. 

E. Bbown-Sbovabd arrived in this city in the Persia on 
Wednesday last 
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ORDBBS, CHAN6K8, 4a 
Snugeon Heonr A. Martin. IT.S.y., has been rellered from dntr m 
Chief Medical Offloer, clUet of Norfolk and Portamoath, Ya., and will 

{>rooeed to Kewbern, K. C, and report to Bonwon D. w. Hand, U.8.T., 
br datj in the Diatriot of North Carolina. 

Burgeon B. B. Breed, U.S.Y., haa reported for datf at 8t Lonla, Mo., 
and been aaal^ed to the charge of the Gratiot Street Milltanr Prtaoa 
HospiUl In that dtr. 

Burcreon U. B. Back, U.S.y., has been relieved tntm the eharce of 
the Military Prison Hoepltal. Canp Morton, Ind , and aaatgned to do^ 
as 8aperint4>ndent of Hospitals, Csmp Botler, IlL 

Bnrigeon William Wateon, U.8.y.. having doeed the Jaokfon Hoepltal 
at Momphia, Tenn.. is, by order of Assistant Sorgeon-Oeneral Wood, aa- 
Bicned to the Crittenden U<Mpltal, Loalsvllle, Ky. 

Bnrgeon R. L. Stanford, U.9.y., has been relieTed as Superintendent 
of Hospitals at Knozvllle, Tenn.. and has reponed to Artttrant Bargeon- 
General Wood, at Loalsville. Ky., for dot/. 

Twenty daysMeave ot absence has Seen granted Bugeen T. Boah 
Bpencer, U.8,Y. 

Bargeon L. C. Rice, U.S.Y., has been assigned to doty in charge of the 
Hospital Transport, Charles McDoo^sll, at LoolsTille, Ky. 

BDrseon Charles O'Leary, U.B.Y., to duty In dme of the General 
Hospital, CbristUn street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Snrgeon James Bryan, U.B.V., has been rellered from eperatlon of 
orders assigning hira to the Department ot Ylrglnia and North Caro~ 
lina, and will report In person without delay to the Commanding Gene- 
ral, Department of the Monongah<pla, for assignment to dnty. 

Bursraon Bernard Benst, U.3.Y. has been rDlicTed from dnty at Pfttt- 
burg. Pa., and will report in person without delay to Aaslstant Snrgeon- 
General K C Wood, U.S.A., at IxmisvlIK Ky., for assignment to 
duty. 

Burgeon John F. Head, U.S. A., will relieve Burgeon W. Grinfited, 
U.8 VI, in his duties at Cindnnatt Obia Burseon Grinsted will report In 
person to Assistant Burgeon-General B. C. Wood, U.8.A., at LouUvtUe, 
Ky., for assiffnment to duty. 

Bargeon Gideon B. Pslmer, U.S.Y., has been relieved from duty in St 
Louis, Mc and will report to AssUtant Bnrgeon-Gencral Wood for 
duty. 

Aseistant>8urgeon 0. J. Wilson, U.S.A., has been relieved from do^ 
in the Department ot Washington, and will report in person to tM 
Commanding Genen^ Army of the Potomac, for asaignment to duty. 

Hospital Steward Jacob Fenstcrer, U.B.A., hu been tranaferred from 
New York to the Army of the Potomac 

Hospital Steward Samoel Haight from LooisvlUe, Ky., to Padncah, 
Ky. 

Hospital Stewards Bradford S. Thompson, from New York, and Jamea 
H. D. Shaw and R. H. McCarthy, from Waahington, D.O, to th« District 
of Key >^est and Tortngaa, FIsl 

Bargeon William A. Banks. VA.Y^ will report to the Commanding 
General, Department of Western Ylrglnia, for duties with Batteries B and 
L, 5th Artillery. 

Burgvun A. H. HoflT, U.S.Y.. haa been assigned to duty as Medical 
Director of Transportation in New York city, relieving bargeon J. CL 
Daltun, U.8.V. 

Burgeon £. P. Morong, U.S.Y„ has reli«>ved Asstotant-Snrgecn J. H. 
Frantz, U.8.A., as Medical Purveyor at Newbem, N. C. 

Aasistant^Surgeon Frantz has been assigned to the charge of the Balfonr 
HospitaL PortMnonth, Ya. 

Burseun John H. Phillips, U.B.Y., to the 1st Division, Cumberland Hoa- 
pital, Nashville, Tenn. 

AasistantSnneon J. Sim Smith, U.8.A., to the Sd Division, Mh Army 
Coipe. Army dr the Potomac 

Assistant-Surgeon Edwin Freeman, U.S.Y., te Calnmbua, Ohio, attend- 
Ing sick and wounded officers and «'xamining recrultc 

Burgeon Gedrge W. Ho«eboom, U.S.Y., to the District of Bmitk Went 
Missouri, at SprliM^eld, Mo., as Meilical Director of the DlatHok 

Burgeon B. W. Pease, U.B.Y., has returned from leave, and resnmed hia 
duties OS Medical Director, Cavalry Corps, Armyjif the Potomac. 

Burgeon F. Y. Havden, U.B.Y., has arrived at Washington, D.O, and re- 
ported for duty in tne Medical Inspectur-Generers Department. 

Assistant-Surgeon W. W. *Wyihes, U.S.Y., has arrived at Knozvilk, 
Tenn., and been aasigned to duty at General Hcepital No 4 

Burgeon C. F. H. Oanipbeil, U.6.Y., has been assigned to the charge of 
the Cnecapeake Hospital, Fort Monroe, Ya. 

Assistant-Surgeon J. W. Applegate, U.B.Y., to the cl»rge of thn G«i*> 
ral Field Hospital, Morris IsIandTsTo. 

Burgeon B. W. Gross. U.B.V., to Jacksonville, Fla. 

Burgeon G. F. French, U.S. V., to Huntsvllle. Ala., aa Post Swgeon. 

Bargeon Jabcs Perkins, to the Chief of Cavalry, Army of th« Onmbar- 
land, as Medical Inspector of his command. 

Burgeon John T. Carpenter. U.B.Y., haa been relieved frmn dnty at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and ordeesd to report to Assistant BoifSOB G s ne sal 
Wood, at Louisville, Ky. 

Assistant-Surgeon Bolivar Knickerbocker, U.S.A., has been relieved 
tram dnty at Philadelpbia, Pa., and ordered to report to the Commanding 
General, Army of the Potomac 

Assistant-Surgeon S. A. Storrow. U.8.A.^has been relieved from dn^ tn 
the Army of the Potomac and ordered to report to the Conmianding Ge« 
neral. Department <tf tht Bosqaehanna. 

Burgeon William B. King, U.B.A.. haa been relieved from dntf ■■ 
Medical Director, Department of the Ohio, uid ordered to report to the 
Medical Director. Northern Departasent, for dnty aa Bnperlntandant of 
Hoepitalt at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Assistant-Surgeon Harrison Allen, U.S. A., has been tmnsfotred from 
the Lincoln to the Carver General Hospital, Wnshlngt<in, D. U 

Assistant-Burgeon Cyrus Bacon, U.S.A., has been assigned to 4nty with 
the Invalid Corps, Camp Lafayette, Baltimore, Md. 

Assistant-Borgenn Roberts Bartholnw. U.8.Am has been aasigned |o dnty 
M Medical Inqieotor nod Assistant Medical Director, Aimy of iIm Com 
berland. 
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To CoKKB8POKi»KHTS.— Dk. Butus Kijio Bbowi*^ P«P^ on ** TrlchinM 
DleesM In Oenn^y,** baa Ix-en receired, tad will Appear n«xt week. 
We are ander great oblicatioas to the author for his timelv and Inte- 
resting •omiminlcation ft«iri Berlin.— CoMnnncATiom hare been 
received and will appear as follows:— "Is Yellow Fever Endemic in 
^'ew Orleans r by Geo. M. SfmrBmo, Asat.-Suiveon, U.S.A.—^'Vbit 
to the Hospitals on the Field of Cbaneellorsville,'' by 0. K. Ibwin, 
Surgeon in-Cblef, Excelsior Brigade.—*^ The McHberson (General Hosid- 
taU Vieksbnr^'' by M. K Wikoaill, M.D. — -CoaamaDloatlimt have 
been reoeiyed lh>m Wbl O^Meagber, M.D., Borgeon 69th H.T.Y. 



DiSD.— Dtnnrv—In Hew ToA, on Tneaday April 9^ J. HnraT DvTLiif, 
M.l)., of typhus feTer. Dm, Dstun was one of the Sesldent Medical 
fitaff ofBiilevme Hotpitd. 



MCTEOEOLOOT AND HEOROLOOT OF THB WEKK OT THE OITT 

AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 

AbsCrMt of the Official Report. 

Fmm tbo tStbiay of Mareh to the 4th day of April, 1864. 

Deaths.— Men, 129 ; women, ISS ; boys^ 116 ; glrla. 114. Childr«n of nattre 

S rents, 46; foreign, iTi ; not stated, 16; touT, 4S1. Adtilta, 851 ; children, 
9; males, 245; females, 286; oalored per8(«a, 14. In&ots under two 
years cTaf 6,184. 

A«uog the cansea of death we notice :•» Erysfpelas, 7; albuminuria, 
11 ; apoplexy, 4;infhntIlecuuvuUlona,2d; croup, 16 ; dlphthorite, 11 ; scarlet 
fever, 29 ; pueip^ral l^ver, 4 : tyithtts and typhoid fevera, 47 ; consumption, 
69; amall-poz, lO; measles, 5; dropsy in heiid, 17; infisaUle marasmns, 8; 
whooplag-oubgh, 5: intlammation o( brain, 17; of bowels, 10; of longs, 41 ; 
bronchitis, 6 ; diarrlHaa and dysentery, UL 268 deatha occorred fh>m acnte 
diseasea. and 80 fh>m violent causes. 801 were native, and ISO foreign ; 
•f wbiMD 114 came tnm Ireland ; 96 died in the City ChariUes; of whom 17 
waro in BoUeroe UoapltaI,aod Jl died in the Immigrant Institution. 

Abamot of tbo Atmoanhericat Record of the Eastern Dispensary, keiJi in 
§ tiM Market Btiildinc Mo. 67 Essex stroet,New York. 
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RsMijuLa.— 29th, Cloudy. 80th, Batn-atorm all day, with liglit 
and hall a.u, Blst, Sturm a.m.; aloody day. .1st, Clear am.; elondy 
r.M.; rain Ute; fhssh wind all day. 2d, Rain-storm. 8d, Cloudy, with 
fresh wind ; clear lata. 4th, Clear a.m. ; ckmdy p.ii. ; wind trmk, 

"Drooklyn City Hospital, Raymond St., 

V March, ISOl'—The post of Resident Physlofan will l>e vacant on the 
laih ot ApriL Oaadlda^aa wUl pleMa apply to the President, Richard 
Field, Na 109 WUlow street, or at the UuepltaL 

JOHN T. E. NICHOLS, 
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Medical Practitioner of Age and 

reputation, wishes to give to a yomig M.D. the benefit of his expe- 
by opaniog jointly in town an offloe. Address personally to 

Baillikke Brothus, 520 Broadway, N. T. 

The "Elixir of Caiisaya Bark"— 

•i- was Introduced to the nodco of the Faculty in 1880, by J, JiUkau, ths 
tol$ Jnitmtor. None of those numaroiu firms wor^ in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new article, have t^uMX it more convenient with- 
in a few yeara to umroprlate the abore extenaively known title ; it is there 
for* prtMinaUe that physicians In prescribing, as for orer thirtv years, 
haY« leiers p ee solely to the ortginal article ouJe by J. Miluav & bon. 

Alan, the CHALYBEATE ELIXIR OF OALIdATA BARK (oopy- 
eifhtedl betag the above preparatlnii with the addition of two grains of 
Iho mU^nlea PffophoepMte ^Iron to eaca wioeclassfhl. 

Bole SMMT for JrssMou AnrinoiAL Em from tne leading Paris nsaanflw- 
tnMT. MngU eyaa to order. 8«ta of 120 for oculists^ 

J. MiLuau ft SoK, 
Drvfil'** Md PhansaoentUts, 188 Broadway, N.T.. neir Oorllandt it 

Either agents for or importsrs of all the Vrsnch medicines and fine pre- 
parationa in Togna. 

ew York Academy of Medicine, — 

Transaetlona, Vol. L 8vo. cloth, |l50. YoU II. (ready in a Ijpw 
days) ,$2.00. ttobscripdons rrcetved for the Transaetlona at $2.00 per 
▼oluBe. BaUeUn,>oLl., 1661-02, 8vo. doth, $2.00. If sMit by mail, 86 
«Ritk ejEtra most be remitted for postage on each volume. 

Baxlusix BsofxsBa, 880 Broadway, N. T. 
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St, Regis Water, from Massena 
SPRINGS, St. Lawrence Co.. N. T. Theae waters are richly Im- 
pregnated with medicinal salts, possessing singular Tirtnes as remedial 
agenis in the treatment of the fullowinc complaints :— Cutaneous Erap> 
tions, Rheumstlsm, Scrofala, Affections of the Kidneys, Jiysteria and 
ail Female Irregularities, Const! iiaiion. Piles, etc 

MoCOKD A PI^E, Proprietore, 

Maasena, V, T. 
General Agency, 868 Boweiy, oor. Fonrih at, N. T. dty. The bottled 
waters may be had from all reapectable Drugglsta, 

COlfCENTRATED FLUID MAOIVEtlA 

Is eamestlr and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
superior article. Evvry flnld ounce cunts ina fifteen grains of noagnesia tn 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vsatly iiicrraaed 
medicinal properties. It Is furnished at a lower prioe than any similar 
article of Fitreign or domestic manufitcture. As a c<»Tecior of acidity, an 
inTlg«>rating tonic, and ssfo aperient In all disorders of the dlgoMive organa, 
it is without a rival and has elicited unquallilod approhatioB. 

PTLE* BROTHER, 

Cbemlata, 
. Brooklyn, N. T. 
FOR BALE BY 
JA8. 8. A8PINWALL, 86 William 8t-N. Y. 

8CHIEFFEL1N BROTH KRb ft CO., William, cor. Beekman St, N. T. 
CASWELL, MACK ft CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport R. L 
HEGEMAN ft CO., Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sta., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, oor. Gatea and Vanderbilt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, oor. Filth and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia. 
H. C. BLAIR. onr. Eighth and Walnut 8ta., Philadelphia. 
W YETH ft BROTHER, 1412 Walnut StTPhiladelpbia. 
And by DriiCKl*t* seuerailjr. 
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r. Mimde's Water-Cure Establish- 

MBNT AT FLOBRNCB, MASS. (near Northampton). Is pteaaaat- 
ly •aitnated in a healthy mountain region, amply aupplled with the pureat 
Bofteat, and coldest granite water, bhady walks and drives, with pleasant 
views all around ; lM>wling alleys; boats : billiard table ; pianoa; gymnaa- 
tics ; ssTeral hundred feet of covered piaxxas; rooma ail light and aiyy ; 
diet plain, but nourishing, abundant and well prepared ; the whole of the 
Institute managed with care, order, and neatnesa. Dr. Munde, though the 
oldest disciple of Pcieaaniti. and one of the first writers on his syaten, 
does not claim for It a areater scope than really belongs to it; but as a 
healthv Bnv^ck of the Healing. Art based entirely upon physiological 
pinciples, he considers it welf worth the attention or the Prufeteioo, who 
ought not to confound the go«Hl cause with its many bad advooatea. 
For Terma, etc.. apply m above. 

JW. W. Gordon's Spring Yacci- 
* Bator.— We solicit the attention of Physicians to this Ingenious 
instrument <^ simple construction, cutting the skip and inserting the 
virus in one operation, which is Instantaneona. It has met with the un- 
qualified j^roval of every Physician who haa used it 

Baltimore, Mi,, Kofo. 19, 1S68L 

Dn. J. W. W. GouDoir : 

Dear Sir ;— 1 have used your Vaealnator the law five yoara, and I valno 
it highly for the following reasons : — 

1st It is a great eoonomiacr of time and matter. 

Sd. The operation is sure to soooeod when the Tirua is good and tbo 
system In a suitable condition, as the matter Is deposited In immedlau 
contact with the abaorbenta. whero it must remain, there being no htt* 
morrhage to remove it neltner can it be affected by friction on the arm, 
which the patient is so apt to indulge In after the operation. 

8d. It Is admirably adapted to timid children, the operation being in> 
stantanoous. and aoeompaoied with so little pain aa in many Instances not 
to disturb cnildren when asleep. 

4th. It is of inestimable vaJue by enabling the Phyalclan to detormlne 
whether the operation Is snccesaftil, fur this reason : the wound Infiicted 
by the instruaent is so trivial, that the too early aiq;>earance of inflamma 
tlon would proTO to be the result of spurious matter or of a vitiated eye- 
taui. 

Very retpootfhily, 

8. T. EiNIOHT, M.D., 

ffecUtk Cfftnmieei&rur, 

The following ia the testimonial of PhyslelMS in Callibmia, where the 
instrument was first introdneed : 

San Frandeoo, Oal, April tS, 1857. 

** We have used Gordon*s Spring Yaodnator, and express oor approval 
of the same aa a auperior instrument nnd can with c o nhdenoe reogsansend 
it to the profession. We have norer known it to fail.** 

E. 8. COOPER, M.D., Pres*t Med. Chlr. Socletv. 



J. M. WILLIAMSON, M.D. 
J. P. MACAULY, M.IX 
LOREIIZO HUBBARD, M.BI 

A. ATKINSON, M.D. 

Pkiob— $8.00, sent by mall If desired; 
S.B,— Freeh Vaccine Virus constantly on hand—Price fl.60L 
All Orders should be addresacd to 

W. J. M. GORDON ft BRO., 
ManuflMturing Chemists snd Drunristi, 
N.S. Oor. Oentral Avanao aad Stahth «tSMt 

ciScucfASLa 



J. M. tewksbury:m.d. 

J. IBOWBLL. M.D. 
M.&A]ioLR,MJ>. 
M. W. FIKER, MJ>. 

a liberal discount to tho tntde. 
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6EOKGE TIEMAKN A CO. 



Manufactiirers of Surgical Instru- 

ill MENTS, Ajo, I 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 




OTTO & BETNDERS, 
Manofkotorers and Importors of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New Tork. 

TbeTariouBSnllntii for Morbas CoxaHus. Abdominal Supporters, Shoalder- 
Irraoea, Stockings for Varicose Veins, Electric Machines, Kar-Truuipets. 
Fraetare Splints, Crutches, Syringes, Enenias, Skeletons, Fine Catlery, etc 

tA rtificial Legs and 
-JlX. Arms. Selpho's Patent The best sab- 
stitates«for lost limbs the world of soienoe 
baa ever Invented. (I^atablished 84 years.) 
Can be had only of 
WM. 8ELPH0, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Bend for pamphlet 616 Broadway, N. T. 

ll.B.— A Silver Medal Jnst awarded at the kte Fair of the American 
InsUtnte for the best ArtUlcial Limbs. 

VACCINE 

Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this city ; put up in 
the best form fw transmission to any part of the world. Prices— sinffle 
tube, 70 ots.; three, |i; single ohaige of eighth-day lymph, on pointed qaiUs, 
15 ots: flftven points, f) ; single charffe, on convex sorj^ee of section of 
quill, 80 eta. ; Utn, $1. Crusts from fl to $3 aoeordlMr to weight 

Address, Eastern Dispensary, 67 Essex dtreet 14 ew Tork. 

I^o the Medical Profession. — Dr. J. 
PARIGOT, late CommlMioner In Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
fessor of the University of Brussels, offers to consult with Gentlemen 
«i the Profession, and to give advioo on Mental Disorders and Medico- 
Legal Cases. 
Covrespondenee can be addressed to the care of 

BaiLURS BftOTHKBS. 080 Broadway, N. Y. 
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THE DISEASES OF THE EAR: 

THEIB DUlONOSIB AND TBEATUENT. 
A Text-Book of Aural Surgery, In the Form of Academical LeotoreSk 

Bt BR. ANTON VON TROLTSCH, 

Aural Surgeon and Lecturer in the Univerrtty in Wonburg, BartrU. 

Traoalated flrom the German, and Edited by 

D. B. St. JOHN ROOSA, M.D., 

Assistant Surgeon to the New Torit Eye Infirmary. 

lUuatrated with Wood Engrarlnga 

From the Second and Last German Edition. In one handsome 
8va Volume. Price $2.00. 

WM. WOOD 4( Co., ei Walker Street, New York. 

Sent by Mail, Free of Postage. 

The London Uedical Ttms* and OasetU^ in a review of Troltseh's 
book, says : ** Of the volume published by Dr. Yon Ttoltsoh, we are glad 
to be able to q>eak very highly. Ue brings large resources' to illustrate his 
•ubjeot, and treats it in a thoroughly comprehensive manner. In his case, 
too, there is not wanting the knowledce, which noihins else can supply, ot 
the morbid oundiUuns of the ear which are met with after deatL and 
theivfore may be pobitlvely known to have existed, some of them at least, 
during life.*' 

The J}ubUn QuarUHi/ Aumal says : ** Yon Troltsob enjoys the repu- 
tation of being at present the Jlr»t auritl in Oettnatfy, and forms one of 
the Staff of the Wurxburg^Univarslty, which numbers umong Its Profits- 
sura, BCANZONI, KOiXIKklK, HErNKICU, MULLEU-names already 
well known to the British medical public** 



MESSRS. BAILLIERE BROTHERS 

Beg to inform the 

MEDICAL PROFESSION 

And STUDENTS, that having purchased a stock of the publications of 

MESSRS. BLANCHARD & LEA, LIPPINCOTT A 
CO., LINDSAY <b BLAKISTON, Etc. 

They are prepared to sell all the publications of these Mouses at a tsrY 
LIBIT St. maooum voa oaaa. Prioas will be given on application and 
•rdar»afe r as y se t ftUly solicited 



WADE ft FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVXTE; AND CITY HOBPITAIA 

Manufacture and Import all kinds <^ 

SUBGIOAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 

STKINGE8, BTO, 

85 Fulton §tr«4l, Now York, 

W. Jb F. begleave to call the attention of the Faenltj to tfa* latett and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which thev have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. Jambs E. Wood, a fbll description of which wlU be 
forwarded npon application. Also, Dr. Lbwis A SATBB*i ImproTed out- 
door Splint for Morbus Coxabivs. Directions for measurements will b« 
forwaraed when requested. 

Rtf6ronce»:—AkMm VL Wood, M.D., Lswn A Satbb, li.D., Stbpbcm 
Smith, M.D., B. F. Baoub,M.D. U.S.N. 

PRICED QA1AL00VE8 WILL BE SEKT TO AITT ADDRESS. 

J^T" Agents for Jewett*s Artificial Limbs, which are Mperior to all 
otlK^rs 

Sole Agents for '* Fermlnlchs Irritation Instrument** Price HM. 



ELEMENTARY TREATIES 
ON PHYSICS, 

EXPERIMENTAL AND APPLIED: 

FOB THE USE OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS. 

By PBOFESSOE GANOT. TransUted and Edited from the Ninth Edi- 
tion, with the Author's sanction, by I. ATKINSON, Ph. D^ F.CB., 
• Lecturer on Chemistry and Physie^ Boyal Military Collega, 
Sandhurst, England. ISmo. 780 pages and 665 woodcuts 

London, 186a V calt $«.M. 
Bailltbbb Bbotubbs, 690 Broadway, N. T 

For Medical Students and ParmacevHsU, 






COLLEaE OF PHARMACY, 

IlDiversity, WashiDgton Square. 

A GLASS FOR 

DEMONSTRATIONS IN PRACTICAL PHARMACY 

WITH 

BOTANICAL EXCURSIONS 

Bjr Proi: PBBD. P. MATBB, 

wlll*be opcBed on Fbidat, Afbil 15, at 6 o'clock p.k., to eoatlana «■ 
TueBilay and Friday afternoons during the sununer. 
TickeU $15. 

Applications may be made to 
Messrs. W. Neergaard, XSth straet and Broadway. 

Thos. T. Green, Unlun Square and Bruadway. 
J. W. Gabaodan, 679 Broadway. 
J. A I. C'Oddiogtofl, Broadway and Washington Placa. 
P. W. Bedford, 745 Sixth Avenue : ^ 

and at the office of the Amkbican DBCooms' CiBOiJi.aB, 86 Beeimnn at 

WI^BBBaBBiSiaBBaSBi^BSBS^B^BBBEBBa^BBKHHHi^BP 

TgBMS O F THE AMKBIOAg MBDICA L TIMM. 

dtf tnd Canadian Subscriber^ $8150 per annum, payable la adranee. 
^ Mul Subscribers, $8 |)er annum, payable in advance. 
" Bemittanoes must aooompanir an onler for the Journal 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible for tka loiB Bf 
moneys inclused in unregistered letters. 

There are two voluuies a year, cuuimendng ob the lat of Jaavaiy bb4 
July ; but subsoipUuns may begin at auy date. 

TnosB who desire to have the series oooipleta eao be luppUed witfa tbm 
back numbers at the original subecriuUon price. 

The lasi volume, nicely bound in cloth, may be had at the <riBea, for ft 08, 
and ttve by mail fi»r |<.8S; cIoUi cases for binding may be had at the uifiBa 
tta & cents, and Dree by mail for 84 cents. 

%* Tub Mbuical Timbs Is published svery Saturday BMimlBg, bb4 to 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of tlie ooumtry. As a 
medium for iiiimediute oitumiuuicatlun with the medical prufessiun of the 
United States, it utfers unsuriMSsed (iicillties to those deeiriBg to adrertlaa 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Suiiglcal Anplianoes, InstnuneBta 
of every kind. Drugs and Medicines, eta, eta 1 be toUowins terasa of 
trunsient advertisements may be modified by special contraet for ytmmt^ 
neut insertion: 

% ooluBSB, or leas, BMk insertioB $1 80 

M ** *• 1 00 

5^ •» •» 800 

1 " •» T 80 

A daductioo of 10 par cent is madt for iBiarttons. 

•» 28 •* •• •* 18 •* 

•» 80 •• •» •» 86 " 

U g5UHU^M 

Communicattona should be addrssaed ** Ofllee Amerieaa Madtonl Tboat^ 
50) Bioadway, H. Y.** BAILLIEHE BKOTHEUS, 

Pul ilUk t f and 
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JUST RECEIVED AND FOR SALE, AT THE PRICES AFFIXED, FOR CASH, BY 

BAILUERE BROTHEBS, 520 Broadway, N.Y. 

If the books are to be sent by mail, 5 per cent, additional must be remitted. 

BOUCHARD AT. — Forroulaire magistral Yeterinaire, contenant lea formules des medecins veterinaires fhiD9ai8 et etrangera. ISmo. 
Paris. 1849. Goid, $1.00. 

BOULEY et REYNAL. — Nouveau Dictionnaire pratique de Medecine de Chirurgie et d'Hygiene Veterinaires, publie avec la col- 
laboration dune Societc de Professeurs Veterinaires et de Veterinaires PracUciens. Tom. 1 & 6. 1856-1861. 8vo. Paris. 

CARSON (J. C. L )— The Form of the Horse, as it lies open to the Inspection of the Ordinary Observer. 2d ed. 12mo. Lend. OiUd, 90a 

GOODWIN (J.) — A New^ System of Shoeing Horses. With an account of the various modes practised by different nations. Mora 
particularly a comparison between the English and French methods, and observations on the Diseases of the Feet, connect- 
ed with Shoeing. 8vo. London, 1824. Odd, $1.50. 

HAYCOCK (W.)— Treatise on the Principles and Practice of Veterinary Medicine and Sursrery. Part L 8vo. Lend. 1858. Gold, $9.00. 

HURTREL D'ARBOV AL —Dictionnaire de Medecine, de Chirurgie et d'Hygieoe Veterinaires. 2e edition, entierement refondae, 
6 vola 8vo. Paris, 1838-39. Gold, $15.00. 

LUPTON, J. I— The Anatomy of the Muscular System of the Horse. 8vo. London. Gold, $1 25. 

MAYHEW (EDWARD).— The Illustrated Horse-'noctor; being an accurate and detailed account, aocompanied by more than 400 
pictorial representations, of the various diseases to which the equine race are subjected ; together with the latest mode of 
treatment, and all the requisite prescriptions written in plain English. Svo. pp. 590. London. Cloth Currenet/^ $3.00. 

MORTON, (W. J.) — Manual of Veterinary Pharmacy, for the Student of Veterinary Medicine; containing the Substances employed 
at the Royal Veterinary College, with an attempt at their classification, and the pliarmacopoeia of that institution. Fcp. 
Svo. pp. 554. London. Cloth. Gold, $3.60. 

OSMER. — A Treatise on the Horse ; its Diseases, Lameness, and Improvement ; in which is laid down the proper method of shoe* 
ing the different kinds of feet ; also, some new observations on the art and practice of Farriery, and on the nature and differ- 
ence in the several breeds of speedy horses. 5th edition, newly rewritten, with considerable additions. By L Hinds, V.S. 
12mo. London. 1830. Gold,%\,t(i. 

PERCl VALL (W.)— The Anatomy of the Horse, embracing the Structure of the Foot 8vo. London. Gold, $1.20. 

PKRCIVALL (W.)— Hippopathology, a systematic Treatise on the Disorders and Lameness of the Horse, with their most approved 
Methods of Cure; embracing the doctrines of the English and French Veterinary Schools, etc., with illustrative woodcati. 
2d edition, corrected and improved. 4 vols. 8vo., in six parts. Gold, $31. 

SMTTH (N. H.>— Observations on Breeding for the TurC etc 8vo. London. Gold. $1.25. 

STEWART'S (JOHN) Stable Book ; a Treatise on the Management of Horses, in relation to stabling, grooming, feeding, watering, 
and working, construction of stables, ventilation, appendages of stables, management of the feet, and of diseased and defeo- 
tive horses. By John Stewart, V a With notes and additions, by A. B. Allen, adapting it to American food and dimate. 
12mo. New York. Currency, $1.00. 

8TUBBS.— The Anatomy of the Horse, including a particuUr Description of the Bones, Cartilages, Muscles^ Veins, and Glandu 
Folio. London. Gfdd, $10.00. 

STONE HENGK— The Horse in the Stable and the Field; his Varieties, Management in Health and Disease, Anatomy, Physiology, 
etc. Svo. London. 1862: Currency, $5.00. 

TABOURIN.— Nouveau traite de Matiere Medioale de Therapeutique et de Pharmacia Veterinaires. 8va Paris, 1853. GoU, $2.60. 

WILKINSON.— A Treatise on two of the most important diseases whioh attack the horse. In two parta Part L coutainiog an 
accurate account of the cause, progress, and termination, together with the mode of treatment found most successful for the 
cure of that dreadful disease termed LockedJaw and Tetanus. Illustrated. Part IL A Treatise on the Epidemical Dis- 
ease, or Catarrhal Affection, whteh sometimes prevails among horses, wherein are described the cause, progress, and termina- 
tion of the disease. Illustrated with cases successfully treated. 4ta Newcastle, 1818. Gold. $8.00. 

TOU ATT (WM.)— The Horse ; with a treatise on Draught. Revised and enlarged by K N. CKibriel, M.R.a&, etc. 8ra London, 
1863. Gold, $3.80. 
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PHARMACEUTIC GRANULES AND DRAGEES 

{Sugar Coated FiUs) 
of 

GARIf lER, LiAIflOUREUX A Co. 

Members qf the CoUege <^ Pharmacy^ ofParU. 

These Graniiks and Drawees are reeognlsed, both In Europe and in the United States, as the most reliable way of dispensing valnable medicines 
Phjsicians will find many worthless imitations, and they must be careful to see that the Pills dispensed by the druggists are made by Messrs. Gamier 
Lamoorenz & Co., members of the College of Pharmacy of Paris. The following are some of the principal preparations : 

DBAGEES 

F. 8. P.! F. B. r 



U 






V. 8. P. 

i^loes and Myrrh 4 grs. 

Compound Cathartic 8 

^ •* * IX 

Aloetic .4 

Aaeafoetida 4 

Aloes and Assafoetida 4 

Dinner, Lady Webster's 8 

Compound Calomel, Plommer^s 8 

****** WC 

Blue Pills .'.*.!.'.!..*... 8 

Opium Pills 1 

Calomel Pills 2 

Opium et Acet Plumb, each 1 

Extract of RhatKhy 2 

Compound Khubarb 8 

Compound Colocynth 8 



Compound Squills 4 gra. , Valerianate of Iron 1 grs 
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Aconltine. ^ , 

Atropine. 

Bigitallno. 

Tartar Emetic 

Codeine. 

Confclne. 

Lupnline X S>m* 

Extract Nux Vomica X ** 

Veratrine 1-24** 

Arsenious Acid 1-24 *• 

Bulphate of Morphine % ** 

Corrosive Sublimate 1-12 ** 

Copaiba, pure solidified. 
Copaiba and Cubebe. 
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Dover's Powders 8 

Carbonate Iron, Vallet's formula 

Carbonate of Mangatiese and iron 

Kemies 1-5 

Santonine X 

Bi-Carbonate of So<Ia 4 

Magnesia and Rhnbarb 1 

Quevenne's Iron Reduced by Hydrogen 1 

Meglin 1 

Cy noglosse 1 

Proto-lodide of Iron 1 

Lactate of Iron 1 

Sulphate of Quinine 1 &2 

Valerianate of Quinine .1 ** 

** ** Zinc 1 

GBANUIiES 

Qf 1-60 of a grain each. 
Morphine. 
Strycunine. > 

0/1-ti qf a grain each. 
Extract of Belladonna. 
** ** Hyosciamus. 
** ** Ipecac. 

Nitrate of Silver K grn. 

Extract of Hyosciamus X ^ 

Extract Rad. Aconite X 

Emetine X 

Iodide of Mercury X 

Valerianate Morphine >^ 

BUAGEES 

Copaiba, Cnbebs and Citrate Iron. 
Cubebs, pure. 
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Citrate of iron and Quinine 2 

" ** Iron 2 

Willow Charcoal 2 

Dlascordium 2 

Ander8on'*s Antibilious and Purgative 2 

Extract of Gentian 2 

Iodide of Potassium. 2 

Calcined Magnesia 2 

Rhubarb 2 

Ergot Powder, covered with Sugar as soon 

as pul v'd 2 

Phyllandria Seed 2 

Washed Sulphur 2 

S. N. Bismuth 2 

Tartrate Potassaand Iron 2 



Valerianate of Atropine. 
Voratiine. 



Extract of OpiuoL 
Proto-lodide of Mercury. 

Acetate Morphine X gm 

DljdtaUne 1-24 '• 

Strychnine 1-12 ** 

Colchicum (each granule equal to two ^ 
drops of tincture). 



Cubebs and Alum. 
Cubeba, Khatany, and Iron. 

To be had at the principal Druggists. 

bole wholesale agent, 

F. A. EEICHARD, 

60 John Street. 



The Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 

-L Philadelphia, south side of Logan Square, Baoe street, between 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth. 

Open for the examination and reoeption of patients every Monday and 
Friday at 11 p.m. 

Operations every Wednesday at 11 a..x. 

BVBOfiONS : 

Dr. T. Q. Morton, Dr. R. J. Levis, 

Dr. A. D. Hall, Dr. D. H. Agnew. 

Dr. E. Kinder, having devoted him- 
self to the investigation and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly quaUfle<l as well by his 
aclentifie attainments as by his great experience lo apply it in the most 
effectual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the profession. Pa 
tients sent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remait 
under the charge of their attending physicians. Uis business is free 
from all charlatanism and quackery. 

141 FOURTH AVENUE. 



rThe Anatomical Ball and 
Socket-Jointed Leg. 
with lateral motion at the ankle, like the natural one. 
Also: 
THE U.S. AEMY AND NAVY LEG. 

The latter is fbrnished to soldiers by the U.S. Government, without 
charge, by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the following 

£laces:— 6A6 Broadway, N. Y., Rochester, N. Y., Cincinnati, O., or St. 
ooia. Ma 
Address DR. BLY, as above. 

The "Fifth Avenue Pharmacy/' 

167 FIFTH AVE., BET. 8l8T and 8«d ST. 

J. P. FILER Pbopbictor, 

JOHN CANAVAJJ, Phaiuiacbutist. 

The Undersigned would beg to Inform the Medical Profpssion t|iat h« 
is again in business at t)ie a]>ove establishment, where, having the 
entire oontrol of the Pharpiaceutlpal Departm9nt, he will be enabled 
to carry on bnslnes9 4s ^rmerly for IximseK 

BespectfUUy, 

JOHN CANAVAN. 
N.B.->Medleines at aH boors, day and night. 



1) uffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

A> A MONTHLY PERIODICAL. 

The Buflhlo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews, Cor- 
respondence, Armv News, etc., etc ; including the usual variety of Me<li- 
cal Periodical Publicationa. Specimen copies eent on application. Terms 
$8.00 a year, in adwmce, 

J. F. MINER, M.D., 
Editor Buffalo MetL and Surg. Jow^ 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

^■1' ■-■ ■■■■■■■■III ^ - — 1^ ■— _■ II, ,1 — ■ ■ 

St, Regis Water, from Massena 
SPRINGS, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. These waters are richly im- 
pregnated with medicinal salts, possessing singular virtues as remedial 
agents in the treatment of the following c^impiaints : — Cutaneous Erup- 
tions, Kheumattsm, ScrofUla, Atfectiuns' of tlio Kidneys, Hysteria and 
all Female Irregularities, Constipation. Piles, etc 

MoCOKD & PINE, FroprUtcre, 

Massena, N. Y. 
General Agency, 868 Bowery, cor. Fourth st, N. Y. city. The bottled 
waters may be had from all respectable Druggists. 

FYLE'S 

CONCENTRATED FJ.VID MAGNESIA 

Is earnestly and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
superior article. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen grains of magnesia In 
an elegant and permanent solution. 'V^'hilst ix>s8essTng vastly incrcai^ed 
medicinal proiMfrties, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
article of Foreign or domestic manufacture. As a corrector of acidity, an 
invigorating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
it is withoal a rival, and has elicited unqualified approbation. 

PYLE & BROTHER, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
FOR SALE BY 
JA8. 8. A8PINWALL, 86 William St, N. Y. 

8CHIEFFEL1N BROTHERS &, CO., William, cor, BeekmanSt, N. Y. 
CASWELL, MACK A CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Kewport, R. L 
BEGEM AN & CO., Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M, BApSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sts., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Vanderbilt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, cor, Fifth and Chestnut Sts^ Philaddphia. 
H. C. BLAIR, cor, Eighth and Wahiut Sts., Philadelphia. 
W Y£TH <fe BROTHER, 1412 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
And bjr Unigglsto seiierailjr. 
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<£)ri{tinal frriurrs. 

LECTURES ON 

GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE CHEST. 

Bt frank H. HAMILtON, M.D., 



LECTtlRE v.— PART L 
PtTNCTTRED wounds of the lieart are, like j?unahot woiinda 
or tliis orj^n, in most casps qiiickij fatal ; but duaLh u the 
result of these injuries ia not f;encrally quite so iminediale, 
and a few examples are recorded of fmd and complete 
recovery. Admirai Villeneiive committed suicide by 
thrusting a long pin into his heart, and his death is said to 
have taken place almost immediately. Upon examination 
a(Wr death the Burgeons covild scarcely discover a trace of 
the wound. On the other hand it is well known that 
needles hare been introduced into the hearts of aniiiaU by 
ex perime liters, and a current of galvanic electricity sent 
through them without doing any harm. Dr. Babington 
relates a case in which the patient survived a bayonet 
wound of the heart twenty-four hours. Dr. Featheratone 
reports an example of the same kind, in which death 
occurred afler forty-eight hours, Mr. Guthrie examined 
the body of a man who had been wounded by a lance at 
the battle of Waterloo, and who died in consequence of an 
attack of pneumonia, in Nov., 1815. The lance bad pene- 
trated the left lung, the perieajdium, the heart, the dia- 
phragm, and tlie liver, all of which wounds had completely 
cicatrized. The wound in the heart was indicated by a 
sort of flap which bung down from the outer wall of the 
right ventricle, indicating that the weapon had not pene- 
trated the entire thickness of the wall, but merely sliced 
off a small portion. Breschet mentions an example of 
laceration or the pericardium and slight wound of the 
lieart, in which the patient survived twelve days. Du- 
puytren and Begin have each reported one example of 
complete recovery ader punctured wounds of the heart. 



ADDITIOHAL CiaSS 

Cam I. — JUaatrating the ^ 

mtue Jrom limple coneiisnon of the Thorax, nnmtly, hce- 
tiuiplytiSjpneumolhorax, aad empyema. — Michael Macklynn, 
Bt. 46, was struck by a shell on his back, at the battle of 
Gettysburg. The blow was received on the right side of 
the spinal column, between it and the base of the scapula. 
The skin was not broken, but a dark red discoloration 
remained. He was thrown down, and for a few moments 
was unconscious. Blood came from his moutli freely, and 
he continued to spit blood during two or three days. On 
the third day he experienced a good deal of pain in that 
Nde of the chest, and began to cough. These symptoms, 
no doubt, announced the accession of pleuritis. About 
three weeks from this time he suddenly felt as ifsomething 
had given way in his back, the sensation being accompa- 
nied with pain and soreness. By the courie>y of Surgeon 
Clemens, U.S.A., in charge of the Central Park General 
Hosp., New. York, I was permitted to examine this patient 
OD the 13ih of March, 1864, nearly nine months after the 
receipt of the injury. He was looking rather feeble ; hia 
cough was severe, and accompanied with a copious puru' 
leut expectoration. During the act of coughing, air, min- 
gled. with a fluid, could be beard rushing out through an 
opening in tlie back of his chest, and it could be seen to 
form a broad and slightly elevated tumcCiction under the 
integument. It is probable that matter had formed in the 
right pleural cavity, and after having first penetrated into 
the bronchial tubes, it at length made its way through Ibe 
pleura Kioatalis ; iu this direction it is gradually appro^-hing 
the surface. 

Am. Mki>. TiHES, Vol. VIH., No. 16. 



Case II. — Hound ftaaket haU tarntd andt by Iht riiii. — 
George C. Flandei-s, 20lh Mass. Vo's., wounde 1 at Antie- 
tam by a round bull, which entered the right side, juat 
above the nipple, and passed out on the t>ack near the 
inferior angle of tlie scapula, bavinz- made a circuit of one- 
fourth of the circumference of the thorax. This man csjue 
under my observation at Frederick city, Md., twenty-three 
days after the injury was received, and he informed me 
tiiat he never expectorated blood, that he had bad no 
cougb, and in sliort that he bad experienced only the 
most trivial inconvenience from the wound. The orifices 
were still discharging pus, but he seemed well. 

Case III. — Round 'mutket ball turned oxide by the rihi. — 
Norman Johnson, a private in the 1st Mich. Int, received, 
on the 21st of July, 1861), a round ball upon the right side 
of his thorax, three inches below the centre of the ciavicle, 
which, glancing off from the ribs, was found under the inte- 
guments, upon the anterior aspect of the arm, four inches 
below the acromion proi^ess. Tne ball having been removed 
by Surgeon Joseph R. Smith, at the Seminary Hospital, in 
deorgetown, I found him on the ninth day without any 
thoracic symptoms, and apparently doing well. 

Case IV. — Slugs nol pinetraling the luaUtnf iht Chett, 
— Embarrassed respiration. — On the 3d of Oct., 1862, 
Tony Rice, a private in the regiment c^led " Les Enfana 
Perdus," was shot near Yorktown Ta., by a gun loaded 
witli small slugs, each of about tlie size of a buckshot. 
We counted seven wounds on various parts of his body, 
several of which were upon his chest. None of them had 
pa.<ised entirely through, and it was apparent that none of 
them had fairiy entered tlie thoracic cavity. He had no 
bloody expectoration or cough, but at first and for several 
days he breathed with difficulty, owing, no doubt, to the 
injury inflicted upon the mu^ular parietes. 

Cafb V. — WoJind of the Lungs by round haUt, tnthovi 
bloody expectoration. — Wm. Lathrop, private, of the 12th 
N. Y. v., was wounded at the battle of Blackburn's Ford, 
July 18, 1861, by a round ball, whicli entered the outside 
of the toft shoulder, and passing through the left lun& 
escaped upon the back on the right side of the spine. I 
saw him on tlie same day, and found him pale, suQering 
severely from the shock ; the wound on his back was dis- 
chsrging a little blood of a light scarlet color, and air was 
passing m and out freely, but he had not yet expectorated 
any blood. The wound was dressed by Surgeon Palmer, 
U.S. v., with a compress of lint, wetted in cool water. On 
the 20th I saw this man again. His condition was consi- 
derably improved, a fur reaction having taken place, but 
up to tills moment he had not expectorated blimd. 

Cask VI. — On the same occasion also I examined pri- 
vate Oakdcn, of the 12Lh N. Y. Inf, who had received » 
ball, probably a round ball, between the seventh and eighth 
rihs, and which remained within the cavity of tLe chesL 
In this case my attention was called also to the fact that 
he did not expectorate blood. 

It wilt be noticed that in both of the above example! 
there were reasons to believe 
and smootll. 

Case VI — Perforating loou 
Tfcnvery. — A, W. Bumham, 2d 1 
Run, July 21, 1861. The ball » 
the chest, in front, and passing i 
under the integuments of the 1 
his surgeon, and dressed with li 
He expectorated blood fi-eely in 
was received. This man, whor 

Alexandria ten days alter the 1 „ . 

■t the end of Ave weeks he was di-icharged cured. 

Case V\1.— Pistol baU through the cavity of the Chett 
and rapid reamery. — Michael Shales was shot by a pistol 
ball on the 17th of April, 1855, the ball entering between 
the fifth and sixth riba, a litUe to the riglit of the sternnm, 
and pushing out at a point directly oppoiitc on the back. 
Soon after he wiis wounded he spat a veir little blood, 
but there was no bloody expectoration after thio. His 
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breathing wu »t first somewhat embarrassed, and be 
looked pale and alarmed. The wound was dressed with a 
compress wetted with cool water, Euid he was placed mode* 
rate^ under the influence of morphine. Very little inflatu- 
mation of either the lungs or pleura followed ; nor did any 
other accident delay his recovery. On the Ist of Sept., 
1855, a little more than four months after tha injury was 
reeeived, be told me he woa in the enjoyment of perfect 
health. Auscultation and percussion gave no indicalioas 
that the lun^ had suffered any lesion. 

Ca3« VIIl. — Perforating wjund of Lung foUovied ty 
enipywna.— Melchior Brcitel, private, ]2ih N.Y.V,, was 
wounded at the battle of Chance llorsville, by a conical ball, 
which entered the lower lobe of the left lung, and was 
found beneath the integuments of the opposite side, having 
broken the seventh rib near the sternum, at the point of 
exit Eight months aRerwarda I found the rib necrosed, 
and the wound still discharging pus. Several fragmiots of 
bone have escaped from time to time. His breathing is 
unembarrassed, and his general health is good. 

Cask IK-^Per/araling giin$hol wound resulting in em- 
pyeina, etc, compHcaUd iidlh six addilional wounds in 
variovt parla of the bodi/. — James Brownlee, a private in 
the 12*th N.Y.V,, 11th Corps d'Arrode, was wounded at 
the battle 6f Gettysburg on the 1st of July, 1863. The 
wound in his chest was made probably by a conical ball, 
which entered the sternum about one inch below the top, 
and, passing downwards and outwards underneath the 
■ecuaa, third, and fourth ribs, perforated the upper lobe of 
the right lung superficially, and efcaped between the 
fourth and fifth nbs upon the same side, about three 
inches to tlie right of the nipple. The third and fourth 
ribs were broken, probably by the ball. In his opinion, 
however, they were broken when he fell. The bleeding 
from tlie wounds was free, but whenever they were closed 
blood flowed from the mouth. Three buckshot took effect 
above the pubes, some of which passed through the 
bladder. One ball entered the right tnigh, and has never 
been removed or found. A conical ball entered the left 
thigh, and passing nearly through, was removed by a sur- 
geon on the fourth day. A ncai 1y spent conical ball struck 
ufHDn the hack of his sacrum, near its' middle, and buried 
itself slightly beneath the skin, and was pulled out by him- 
self immediately. This bmve fellow received in all four 
balls and three buckshot. The wounds have all, with the 
exception of the chest wounds, healed cooipletely, but the 
scars remain to confirm the accuracy of his statemenls. 

In addition to all this, Brownlee afiirnis that he was 
finally struck on Jii.s back, the blow being received directly 
upon his knapsack, and knocked down, by a piece of rail- 
road iron about eigliteen inches in length, which was dis- 
charged from one of the enemy's guns. He says he saw 
the piece of iron ns it was falling, and tried to escape from 
it, but did not succeed. Having been made a prisoner 
■Iso very soon after, he observed that the railroad iron was 
taken up from the track, an>1, aa he beUevcs, for the pur- 
pose of breaking it into fragu^unts to be used in the guns. 
' ~ a seijeant that at the battle of 
rom the earth a piece of railroad 
hid thrown, and which, striking 
I an officer wai sitting, knocked 
d tha officer, and then buried 
kfy only purpose in meniioning 
am attentioo to tbb new missile, 
After removing fragments of Wie 
nd of exit, the uounda in his 
CoijfBderale surgeon into whose 
up pledgets of hot and pushing 
le pledgets tping renioved every 
hour or two. He observed that when the lint was reraovea 
be breathed with great difficulty, and that he experienoje 
immediate relief whan Ihe pledgets weip replaced. 

This man has now, after the lapse of nine months, a 
copious purulent discharge from both orifices, and tlie walls 
of the thor*x upoq tb«t side have alratdy contraeled con- 



wderably. The posterior portion of the right lung admita 
air freely, nearly to its base. In front no ausculcaWry 
sounds are detected. When he stands erect the right 
shoulder falls considerably. Most of the time he has a 
troublesome diarrhoea, yet he is grodually gaining in 
strength and health, under tlie management of Dr. Stephen 
Smith, one of tile surgeons aElaohed to tiie Central Park 
General Hospital. Brownlee is now taking four quarts of 
milk, one pint of port wine, and two beefsteaks daily. 

Case X. — Perforating wound of both sides of the Chest 
— Empyema — I'riAable recuveri/. — John llclntyre was 
wounded at Bull Run, July 21. 1861, by a round ball, 
whiuh entered the left shoulder, and without emerging 
from beneath the skin, penetrated the chest, and was found 
by me on the right side of the spine, under (he skin of the 
neck. I removed it from this point by a counler-incision, 
and having dressed it with lint and cool water, he subse- 

Sientty found his way to Alexandria and Washington, 
is breathing was difficult at first, but never very greatly 
embarrassed ; and on the 29ih of Julv I found him at ihe 
hospital in Georgetown, with somewhat improved respira- 
tion, but the wounds were open and discharging, end his 
expectoration continued bloody. It is not probable that 
the ball opened fairly into more than one pleural cavity. 

Cask XI. — Gunshot wound of the Thorax resulting in 
empyema and death, after ten tntwitt*.^ Lieut, Mulligan, 
a gallant young officer of the 2lRt N.Y.V., was wounded 
at Manassas, in August, 1862, the ball entering the thorax, 
over the middle of the clavicle, and emerging near ihe 
lower angle of the scapula upon the same side. In its 
course the ball fractured the lirst and filth ribs, and the 
lower angle of the scapula. This brave boy lay upon the 
field seven days without receiving any sui^cal aid. Ha 
says he never exjiuctorated blood, yet there can be no 
doubt, from the direction which tlie ball took, that the 
lunga were perforated. Empyema ensued, accompanied 
with a chronic diarrhoia, and afier ten months of suBcring 
he died. By request of bis attending surgeon. Dr. J. R. 
Lathrop, of Buffalo, I saw young Mulligan in March, 1863, 
seven months after the receipt of the injur}', and found him 
greatly emaciated, tlie pus discharging Ireely from the 
lower oriffi^, tlie upper oilfice having been closed for soma 

Upon examination ailc-r death the lung was found col- 
lapsed, and flrmly bound by adhesions to the anterior sur- 
lace of the thoracic walla. The pleural cavity was em;)ty, 
the matter hating drained off freely when Le was lying 
upon his back ; most of the pleuial surface was of a dark 
color; it contained no foreign mat ti.-r except a lew necrosed 
fiagmenis of tlie first rib, which were projecting inwards, 
near the wound of entrance, and similar ni-crosed frngtnenta 
from the fifth rib were found near the wound of exiL Por- 
tions of the intestinal tube were much contracted uid 
thickened, as is usual after chronic diarrhaa; the liver was 
greatly eiilarged, and its structui-e changed by fatty dege- 



Although it would be improper to attribute (he long 
persistent purulent secretiou in this case entirely to the 

firesence oi the necrosed bone, yet it is apparent that these 
ragments were sources of irritation, and tie history of the 
case cannot but impress upon us the importance of remov- 
ing, by early and free incisions as fiu- as ipoesible, ail the 
pieces of broken ribs, and especially at the ppint of en- 
trance. When the patient was seen by mo the upper 
orifice had closed, and the ribs had apparently united, so 
that we had no reason then to suspect the exibtenoe of 
necrosed bone in that vicinity. At this point it wa-i, how- 
ever, that Ihe fragments were sent in, and were therefore 
most capable of doing harm. At the point of e: ' 



necrosecT fragments were verv little displaced, and if they 
bad been more, they could oa^ have been thrown outwards, 
in whicl) direction Ihey would do much less mischieC 

Dft, SiHRLEim has been appointed physician to the 
futtue Bmperw of Mexico.— &t'fL jVM. Jour. 
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CASE OF AORTIC ANEURISM. 

DEATH FROM LARTNOEAL SPASM, WITH REMARKS. 

By AUSTIN FLINT, M.D., 

nor. or pmirciFLBS ahd raAcncx or mkdioiks, bkllstttb hospital 

MEDICAL COLLKOK, AND IM TUX LOKO ISLAKD OOLLEOS HOSPITAL. 

Daniel Lauohlin, aged 42, was admitted into the United 
States Army HospitaL Lexington Avenue, under charge of 
Surg. Alex. B. Mott, Dec. 8, 1863. He stated that he had 
been ofl'duty for thirteen weeks, the chief subjects of com- 
plaint having been pain in the chest and difficulty of breath- 
ing. The latter had steadily increased ; the patient^ at the 
time of his admission^was much enfeebled, keeping the bed 
almost constantly. The difficulty of breathing was the 
most prominent symptom. It was paroxysmal and evi- 
dently due to laryngeal spasm. The paroxysms occurred 
freaueutly during the day, and still more so during the 
nighU Ihe fact that there was no permanent obstruction 
was shown by his ability to breathe freely when not in a 
paroxysm, and the presence of a well evolved vesicular 
murmur over both sides of the chest 

On examination of the chest, dulness on percussion was 
found over a circumscribed space on the right side of the 
sternum, at the second and third ribs. In this space a loud 
double murmur existed. A feeble impulse, without thrill, 
was perceived in the second intercostal space. There was 
no inequality of the radial or carotid pulse in the two 
sides. There was no congestion of the upper extremities 
and head. The pupils were equal. No difficulty of deglu- 
tition. The voice, except from the difficulty of controlling 
the breath in the paroxysms, was unafl'ected, that is, there 
was not aphonia nor huskiness. In view of these facts, the 
diagnosis was aneurism aflecting tlie ascending portion of 
the aorta, and not interfering, by pressure, with the trachea, 
vena cava, oesophagus, or the sympathetic nerve, but giving 
rise to spa2m of the glottis through the recurrent hir^geu 
nerve. 

The paroxysms became more and more frequent and dis- 
tressing. They were at length excited by the slightest 
exertion, such as getting up lor evacuations, eating, or at- 
tempting to converse. The sufferings of the patient were 
extreme. He was obliged to sit up in bed during the 
whole night, and was constantly apprehensive of the parox- 
ysms when not suffering from them. He obtained very 
little sleep, and was able to take but little nourishment. 
His strength progressively diminished, and he succumbed 
January 22d, forty -five days after the date of his admission 
into the hospital 

Ou examination after death, the aorta was found to be 
dilated from a point just above the semilunar valves to a 
point just below the arteria innominata. It was pretty 
uniformly dilated between these points, the width of the 
dilated vessel (not opened) being two and a half inches. 
This was the aneurism represented by the signs obtained 
by percussion and auscultation, which have been mentioned. 
The transverse portion of the arch presented nothing abnor- 
mal; but at the descending portion, commencing just below 
the left subclavian artery, was a sacculated aneunsm project- 
ing from the left aspect of this portion, and extending be- 
yond the vertebral column for about two inches. The sac 
was closely attached to the vertebral column and the ribs, 
and on introducing the finger into it from below, the rough- 
ened exposed bony sur&ce of the vertebra could be felt 
The sac contained considerable dense fibrin and soft coagula. 
It measured transversely four and a half, and vertically 
three inches. The parts were removed in situ with a sec- 
tion of the vertebral column and ribs ; the heart, vessels, 
and sac not being opened in order that they might be in- 
jected and prepared as a cabinet specimen. The volume of 
the heart was slightly enlarged. The lungs were healthy, 



with the exception of the lower lobe and the inferior por- 
tion of the upper lobe of the left lung, which contain nume- 
rous small collections of crude tubercle apparently of recent 
deposit. The larynx and trachea presented no evidence of 
disease. The trachea and bronchi were not compressed. 

The pneumogastric nerve, with the recurrent branch on 
each side, was examined with particular interest On the 
right side these nerves were in no respect involved, and pre- 
sented nothing abnormal. On the left side they were 
somewhat distended by passing around a portion of the 
aneurismal sac, but presented no appearance of atrophy or 
separation of fibres. But at the point where the recurrent 
separates from the main trunk, was an irregular calcareous 
body, with a rough exterior, about as large as a medium- 
sized bean. The recurrent nerve was situated between the 
aneurismal sac and this calcareous body, and the latter waa 
closely united to the. nerve, so that, on making the dissec- 
tion, the two remained attached. 

Other organs of the body were not examined. 

Remarks. — The point of special interest and importance 
in the clinical history of this case, is the persistence of 
laryngeal spasm, the patient's life being destroyed msdnly by 
the protracted suffenng from embarrassed breatfiing, toge- 
ther with the loss of sleep and inanition. And the point of 
special interest and importance in the morbid appearances 
after death, pertains to the left recurrent laryngeal nerve. 
The situation of this nerve in relation to the aneurismal sac, 
and the calcareous body connected with it, affords an expla- 
nation of the laryngeal phenomena during life. The situ- 
ation involved constant irritation of tliis nerve, from the 
impulse of the blood current in the aneurismal sac on one 
side, and the rough surface with which it was in contact on 
the other side. 

It will be observed that the aneurismal d'datation of the 
ascending portion of the arch only was discovered duricg 
life. This did not interfere with the recurrent nerve. The 
large aneurismal sac was not ascertained, nor could the 
diagnosis of this be easily made out b^ physical signs. 
Had this aneurism existed alone, the positive evidence of 
aneurism would have been wanting; yet its existence 
should have been suspected from the laryngeal phenomena. 

The case illustrates the importance of these phenomena 
as pointing to the probable existence of aneurism. It ex- 
emplifies the phenomena due to irritation of this nerve in 
contrast with the effects of compression, the latter being of 
more frequent occurrence in cases of aortic aneurism. The 
phenomena were those proceeding firom spasm^ whereas 
the usual effect of compression is paralysis, giving rise to 
aphonia, together with such embarrassment of breathing as 
depends on the loss or impairment of the respiratory move- 
ments of the glottis on one side. The case is of interest and 
importance in relation to a practical question, viz. the pro- 
priety of resorting to tracheotomy under similar circum- 
stances. The propriety of the operation in the case repeat- 
edly occurred to me, while I was a spectator of the great 
sutierings of the patient, but I did not propose its perform- 
ance. As a result of the after reflections on the case, I 
cannot but think I should have proposed it and, under 
similar circumstances again, I should do so. The patient's 
life would probably have been prolonged by the operation. 
This is, of course, a sufficient reason. But^ aside from this 
reason, the sufferings would doubtless have been greatly 
mitigated, and, with a view simply to euthanasia, it seems 
to me now that the trachea should have been opened. 

Medical Ookorbss of Spadc. — The next meeting of 
this scientific association is fixed for Sept 24th, and will 
continue in session six days. The following subjects are 
proposed for discussion : 1. Importance of Quarantines 
and Lazarettos; 2. Value of the Surreal Treatment of 
Cancer; 3. Causes of Pulmonary Phthisis, and the Means 
of Arresting its Ravages ; 4. Criterion for judging of Moral 
Liberty in the Perpetration of Crime. 

A Frevoh writer reports having cured peritonitis by the 
repeated application or coUodeon. 
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THE TRICHINA DISEASE IN GERMANY. 
By RUFUS KINa BROWNE, M.D., 

or MSW YORK. 

A CASE of trichinse disease has very recently occurred 
here. Prof. Virchow yesterday showed me the varieties 
of meat for food — viz. the ham, sausage, and wurst, which 
contained the dangerous animals, and a piece of which I 
examined under the microscope. This disease has for 
several years engaged the attention of the medical men of 
Germany, and more recently has aroused the interest and 
concern of ihe German public. It arises from the pene- 
tration and lodgment in various parts of the living human 
body, particularly and finally in the muscles, of the young 
of that species of entozoa long known to microscopists as 
trichina spiralis, but reported by them to be sexless and 
harmless. The parent animal enters the body in the meat 
food, gives birth to its young in the intestines, whence 
they penetrate in countless numbers to the other various 
tissues and cavities of the body. There, when they cease 
to advance, they enlarge, become incapsuled, and cause an 
alarming succession oi symptoms, which may or may not 
tei-minate in death. Very recently Prof Virchow has 
caused to be published a sufficiently complete account of 
these animals from the time of their entering the human 
body. Several epidemics from this cause have occurred 
within a comparatively few years in Germany. 

Prof. Virchow reviews the history of the investigations 
within the last ten years of a number of observers of the 
life of the animal, and the characteristics of its career. 
These were undertaken by some to expose its natural 
history merely, and by others with reference to the patho- 
logical consequences it caused in the hving. He himself, 
with Leuchardt of Giessen, is chief of the latter. In 1860 
he published in his Archiv an account of his experiments 
with them (consisting of his feeding ^e meat containing 
thena to Uving animals under observation), which resulted 
in his ascertaining the main facts of the case. A year 
afterwards he comnmnicated a fuller account of the same, and 
other investigations of his, to the Paris Academy of Sci- 
ences.- The investigations .of all those observers were 
many. By these, however, it has been ascertained that 
the older trichinae infect the pig, being lodged in the lean 
flesh of that animal ; that they reach the intestinal canal 
of the human body by having been consumed with the 
pork ; there give birth to their brood. The tdchinte, then, 
first appear in the meat we consume, namely, that of the pig ; 
and the infestation of the human body has as yet only 
been found to occur from consumption of the flesh of that 
animal But there is no security from infestation by ab- 
stinence from pork, for the graminivora are not so peifectly 
select in the character of their food but that they may 
consume flesh ; and if pieces of meat infested by trichinae 
be placed in their mouths by hand, they will not reject 
but readily swallow it, thus becoming themselves infested 
as the meat was. Various herbivorous animals will do 
this. The worms are abo found in other animals, usually 
regarded as strictly herbivorous, as moles, etc ; bait special 
investigations have proved that these animals consume 
smaller animals, as field-mice, groundworms, etc.; and 
hence are flesh as well as grass-eaters, being in this respect 
like rats and mice, etc. Nevertheless, the only flesh man 
consumes which contains the trichinae, is that of the pig. 

Virchow cites from the Annals of Medical Jurispru- 
dence, a number of instances wherein deaths having occur- 
red abruptly without any appearance of the usual known 
causes, were made the subject of judicial inquiry. Though 
led to suspect poisoning, this was not proved; and the 
investigation being judicial, concluded by leaving this sus- 
picion unimpaired but unproved. Chemistry which, of 
course, was powerless to detect these animals by any ana- 
lysis of the suspected food, and finding no known poison, 
suggested the, idea of Aaw-fat poison— a hypothetical sub- 
stance, supposed to arise from the retrograde transforma- 
tion the fat underwent afler entrance into the human 
body. Of course, in none of these instances investigated, 



wus the microscope used to find the trichime in the sus- 
pected flesh in the body of the dead, and thus to point out 
the cause of dtath. Tiiis was first done on the occurrence 
of several epidemics, in which a number of persons simul- 
taneously fell sick and died, without at firet any evident 
cause. These epidemics were groups of caseft of this dis- 
ease since the year 1859. They occurred at Plauen,* 
Calbe on Salie,t Quedlenburg. Burg near Magdeburg, 
Weimar, and Hettstadt near Ebleben, and otlier places. 
Other epidemics of the same character have occurred ; but 
in these, unfortunately, there was no microscopic examina- 
tion of the meat and the dead, as in the first series. Be- 
longing to the first class was that of Hettstadt, in which 
150 persons fell sick, and about twentyt died. In these 
latter the flesh, examined after death, was found by several 
microscopists literally filled "with trichin8e§. In these also 
the meat-^ham and sausage — was suspected. But in these 
cases the meat was consumed by them and their families 
and servants, who had raised, slaughtered, and prepared 
the animal for domestic consumption. In this instance, 
first, the flesh consumed, and second, that of those who 
died, were examined microscopically, and the colonies of 
trichinae were found. 

Virchow cites one striking instance, which exemplifies 
in the clinical experience of one person, the hislory of 
trichinae disease from the time the subject of it first became 
so; and we were without any notion of the subject, except 
the suspicion of poisoning; down to the time when we had 
ascertained, by tne microscope, the truth of the case. The 
person himseu related his story, and it is one curiously 
interesting to even tlie least curious of readers. The case 
also exemplifies how, even though the infestation may 
have been so serious as to nearly prove fatal, it may end 
by the trichin© becoming so closely confined by an adven- 
titious shell, that they are powerless to do further injury 
to the patient, except what injury survives in chronic 
form they did before this entombment. This proce^ 
however, does not occur in less than three months ; and in 
such a case the subject is cured. All cases examined up to 
the year I860 were of this class, and hence arose and spread 
the erroneous impression, that the animal, even in the 
human body, was harmless. Last summer a person (the 
instance referred to) was being operated on by a noted 
surgeon of Berlin, for swelled neck. During the operation 
the bared muscles were seen to be filled with the charac- 
teristic shells or cysts of trichinae, which can be recognised 
with the naked eye. The patient related, in reply to a 
question whether he had ever been very sick, that in the 
year 1815, with the other members of a commission for 
the inspection of schools, he ate a meal of ham, i<ausage, 
cheese, etc., at an inn. All who ate of these provisions 
were soon after taken sick, and, except the relator himself, 
died ; suspicion lell on the innkeeper. A judicial investi- 
gation was held, but without result. Here the survivor 
might have gone to his death, and yet nothing have ever 
been known in his particular case of the infestation by 
trichinie which had killed his six associates, although he 
survived, had it nat been for the knowledge of the 
animal science had gained years afler that fatal meat was 
eaten. 

Virchow points out the more than mere probability, that 
all these cases of death, supposed to have been by ham 
poison, were due to the same cause as the above. In June, 
1851, in the neighborhood of Hamburg, several well per- 
sons having eaten ham, fell sick. Three of them died, and 
others were long in a critical state. A judicial investiga- 
tion was held without satisfaction. Ham -poison was sup- 
posed. Why? Not because anybody had ever seen or ad- 
ministered ham-poison. No ; but because no explanation 
could be given, and hence supposition must arise. But it 
was afterwards shown that the symptoms and other cir- 

* Bfthler, The Trichine DiscuM and its Treatment In Plaucn, in 1868. 
t 6 Simon, PruMl&n Medical Zt'itane, 1862. No. bS to 89. 
i Bchrena, Deutsche Klinik. 1868. No. xxx. 

{ Up to the twenty-third of November, 187 oases of disease sod 24 eases 
of des!ui had occurred in this epidemic. 
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cumstances pertaining to the sickness and death of these 
people, was identical with those subsequently ascertained 
to be trichius infestation. 

Again, the captain of a ship, at Valparaiso, from Ham- 
burg, purchased a pig. It was slaughtered on the first of 
April by the cook. The crew ate thirty pounds of the 
fresh meat. While near Hamburg most of the crew fell 
sick, some lightly, some severely, and two died. In the 
muscles of one of the dead, numerous free living trichinse 
were found. 

The trichinae, in order to infest the human body, must 
be eaten in meat; and it is, so far as we know, only 
through eating of pork that they enter the human body. 

It is not the trichince which are eaten, that enter other 
parts of this body, but their descendants. While very 
young, these latter, which have penetrated the body, do 
not propagate these. They merely augment in size. If 
the body they have entered continues to be hving until 
they are encysted, they do no further injury. They re- 
main in a state of suspension or at least motionless anima- 
tion, but if they are eaten and enter the intestinal canal of 
a human being, they are set free, and there produce nume- 
rous broods of young, which latter penetrate the intes- 
tinul walls; the parents remaining in the intestine. 

The symptoms they cause are various, and vary with 
the conuition or later stages of infestation. Sometimes 
they are irritation of the intestines (intestinal catarrh), 
gastric disturbances, weakness and stiffness of the muscular 
fi}slem ; and sometimes pain, resembUng gout or rheuma- 
tism, with febrile conditions, not particularly unlike those 
of typhus fever. Sometimes the train of symptoms is 
acute, and death occurs in a few weeks; sometimes the 
disease proceeds slowly with progressive emaciation, and 
loss of strength. 

They have been found in great numbers in the bodies of 
persons supposed to have died of consumption, but in 
whose bodies autopsies disclosed no affection of the lungs. 
Ill these there was a great diminution of muscular sub- 
stance. 

There is no known remedy. Experiments have been 
made with a variety of substances, among them benzine ; 
which Prof. Moseler,* of Giessen, found would kill the 
trichiiise. But to kill the trichinie in the muscles of a 
human body is very doubtful If their presence in the 
intestine, before the young have penetrated other parts of 
the body is suspected, purgation is, of course, tlie remedy. 

Experiments showed that those animals, fed with tri- 
chiuized meat, which were purged, survived; while others 
fed at tlie same time, not purged, soon diea. They were 
expelled from the intestinal canal before the young en- 
tered the other parts of the body. The force of the 
symptoms, and* hence the degree of danger in infected 
persons, will only be with the number of trichinae which 
enter the body. There may either be so few that no 
alarming symptoms will arise; or so many that death is 
inevitable. 

The degree of danger, therefore, to the human being 
who may have devoured the meat containing these para- 
sites is least ; should purging take place before the young 
trichinae have penetrated the walls of the intestine, 
the danger ranges between two extremes : namely, 
whether they have eaten few or many. If the latter, 
then miUions of young will penetrate the muscles; if 
the former, then not a sufficient number will have done 
80 to cause alarming symptoms or endanger life. 

If a piece of flesh containing the trichinae be exa- 
mined, or closely scrutinized by the naked eye, as micro- 
scopists are in the habit of doing, the ovoid, opaque 
shell, inclosing the animal, can be barely seen as a yel- 
lowish white granule ; but the animal itself, which Ues 
coiled within, a semi-transparent worm, is not at all seen 
in such a view. If the shell be carefully separated, how- 
ever, from the flesh in which it is imbedded, placed upon 

* llelmiothologlMsbe Studien and Beobachtungen. Yon Fred. Mo6el«r, 
Profesaor In Qlestcn. Berlin, 1861 



a slip of glass, and a drop of hydrochloric acid be added, 
the shell wiU slowly dissolve, and the animal become 
plain under a magnifying power of fifty or sixty degrees. 

The only security, if pork is eaten without satisfactory 
microscopic exami^tion, is to consume only that thorough^ 
ly boiled. 

While I am writing this account^ Prof. Virchow has 
called my attention to a case of trichinae disease just brought 
to his notice, the history of which was in America as well 
as Germany. A physician of Davenport^ Iowa, writes to 
him that a lady had long been afflicted with the symp- 
toms now traced to infestation by trichinae. She was a 
native of Holstein ; emigrated to the United States. She 
recovered, except a disability to use her hands in piano- 
playing. She returned to Altoona (Holstein), and was there 
operated on for malignant tumor of the breast. When 
the muscles were bared by the scalpel, trichinae cysts were 
found in them. She died of the mahgnant disease, but on 
autopsy her muscles were found filled with encysted tri- 
chinae still alive. It must have been ten years since she 
had consumed the trichinae-infested flesh. 

Fjltholooioal Ikstitution, Berlin, Prnasia, Mftrch 1. 






CASE OP 

GUNSHOT INJURY OF THE HEAD. 
By H. C. may, M.D., Act. Asst.-Stjroeon U.S.A. 

The following case of serious gunshot injury of the head is 
to me one of more than ordinary interest, and may influ^ 
ence others having similar injuries to treat, in their inci- 
piency, in determining their course of action. 

William Sheridan, private. Co. M, 1st Missouri Artillery, 
detailed from regular U.S. infantry. Irishman, thirty-four 
years of age, lymphatic temperament, five feet eight inches 
high, weight in health 160 pounds, of fi-ail build, was 
wounded at the siege of Vicksburgh, May 19, 1863. While 
in the act of sighting a cannon, at a ran^e of 200 yards 
from the enemy's works, a charge of canister was fired 
into the group working the Federal piece, killing three of 
his comrades, and wounding himself and another artillery- 
man. The concussion knocked him down, but he soon re- 
covered himself, and walked two miles to the hospital in 
the rear, covered with blood, which flowed freely from a 
wound somewhere in his head. He was at once examined 
with a silver probe by several surgeons, who all said they 
readily defined the outlines and flattened surface of a large 
leaden bullet in the substance of the brain. The missile, 
judging from present appearance of cicatrix, had entered 
the cranium at a point immediately posterior to the coronal 
suture, on the left side, and about three inches from the me- 
dian line or sagittal suture. It passed horizontally inwards, 
a distance of two and a half inches, as judged by the sen- 
sations of the patient on having the wound probed at time 
of injiwy. and his recollection ol the statement of the surgeon 
who had him in charge. 

Four days after receipt of wound, he was put on board a 
hospital boat, and taken to Van Buren General Hospital, 
on the opposite side of the river. During the passage to 
the hospital, the surgeon in charge of the boat put him 
under the influence of chloroform, enlarged the opening, 
and attempted to extract the ball, but failed. He remained 
at this hospital nine weeks, being able to walk about the 
whole time, taking his meals at the general table, dressing 
his own wounds with cold water and a light compress, 
suflfering but little pain ; no heat of head, and, with the 
exception of slight attacks of chills and fever in common 
with most of the other patients there, was in good general 
health. At the expiration of this time he returned to the 
battery, and engaged in light duty about the camp, until 
September 3, 18&, when he was discharged the service. 

At the time, and for weeks previous to his discharge, 
the wound had suppurated freely, occasionally bled a HtSe, 
and often small fragments of necrosed bone escaped. 
** Proud flesh" occasionally appeared, to which burnt «dum 
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■was applied. The wound continued to discharge thus un- 
til November, since when it has never troubled him. 

Afler his discharge from service he went to St Louis, 
remaining there six weeks at leisure ; meantime applied to 
Dr. Pope, at a city hospital, to have the ball removed, who 
at once discouraged the idea, citing to .him the danger of 
the attempt) with which he was satisfied. 

On the third of November he was employed by a Cap- 
tain of the Commissary Department, and, with others, sent 
to this city, and placed at work on the levee. His duties 
were very neavy, that of lifting and loading boxes, barrels, 
Mcks, etc., but with this he succeeded well, his head giv- 
ing him but little trouble, except on the approach and con- 
tinuance of a storm, when he had, and has yet at such 
periods, a dull pain and sensation of weight, referred to 
the locality of the ball in the frontal region of the brain. 

Twenty days afler his arrival in Nairhville, he was at- 
tacked with fever, contracted by exposure, night work, 
and the severity of his duties ; for which he was treated at 
Hospital No. 12, making a rapid recovery. On tlie discon- 
tinuance of that institution, he Was transterred to this hos- 
Sitalj December 28th, and soon aller came under my charge, 
[e IS convalescing satisfactorily, and is now able to walk 
long distances, eats and sleeps well, and makes little or 
no complaint of his head. 

The wound of entrance, through the left parietal bone, 
is oval in shape, measuring one and one-fourtl of an 
inch in length antero-posteriorly, and an inch through 
shorter diameter. The edges of tlie opening through the 
outer table and diploe are quite abrupt, and have the 
appearance of having been made with a punch and ham- 
mer, so regularly are they defined. The bottom is of 
bony harJness, apparently composed of several small, 
thin fragments ot bone which have firmly united, 
and on a level with the under surface of the second 
plate of uninjured bone. The resulting external cavity 
or depression in the cranial wall is lined with scalp tis- 
sue and covered with fine rudimentary hairs, which are 
plentiful enough to conceal the injury firom ordinary ob- 
servation. 

The prominent point of interest in this case, is the 
fact that a leaden missile, probably originally an ordi- 
nary round musket ball, first penetrated the cranial walls 
and meninges of the brain, and has lain buried in the 
brain substance for neariy nine month?, without exciting 
inflammation, undue haemorrhage, or in the least impair- 
ing mental action ; thus vindicating that conservative sur- 
gery practised in his case, and which constantly incul- 
cates the precept^ to " let well enough alone." 

BospTTAL K«w 1, KashTlUe, Tenn., Jan. 8, 1864. 



A CASE OP 

THROMBI IN THE CARDIAC CAVITIES. 
By JOHN H. PAGE, M.D., Acting Asst.-Suro. U.S.A., 

rOBT tOOTT, KAK. 

Private George Washington (a Kaw Indian), Co. L, 9th 
Kansas Cavalry, age not known, probably about 30, was 
admitted to hospital Feb. 9, 1864. When admitted, pa- 
tient was suffering with acute bronchitis, large and small 
crepitation being heard over both lungs, anteriorly and 
posteriorly; expectorated a large amount of yellowish 
green, translucent, somewhat viscid sputa. The sounds of 
the heart were very indistinct, with no pulse at the 
wrist or temples. Appetite eood. Rested well until near 
the last of his illness. Bronchial symptoms continued, the 
^ sputa becoming more opaque and viscid, with increasing 
dyspnoea. On the day before he died the sounds of the 
heart could not be heard at the prsscordia through a double 
ear-tube stethoscope, nor could I at any time locate the 
first and second sounds. Patient died Feb. 26. 1864. 

Aviopay four hmir$ after 2)flo<^.— Thorax. Pleura thick- 
ened and inflamed, with fii-m adhesions at the lower lobes 
of both lungs. Three ounces of serum in the left pleurwl 



cavity ; small patches of red hepatization through both 
lungs ; large and minute bronchi, filK-d with milky-looking 
fluid. The pericardium contained three-fourths of an ounce 
of serum j heart enlarged and flabby ; right ventricle dis- 
tended with clotted blood, and a large thrombus of a grey- 
ish color and Arm consistency, adherent to, and inter- 
woven with the musculi pectinati, passing through the 
auriculo-ventricular opening into the ventricle, filling one- 
third of its cavity, and indigitating firmly with its fleshy 
columns. From this it passed into tiie artery. The walls 
of the right were much thinned and dilated. In the left 
ventricle a small thrombus was found, resembling that in 
the right cavities, but not so intimately connected with its 
fleshy columns. This extended into the aorta for more 
than twelve inches, gradually tapering to a point. At the 
arch it subdivided, passing into the vessels at that situa- 
tion. The left ventricle was somewhat hypertrophied ; 
liver of normal appearance ; spleen dark blue, weight six- 
teen ounces ; other abdominal viscera apparently healthy ; 
brain not examined. Treatment was directed to the symp- 
toms, and consisted in remedies to allay pain, counter- 
irritants, nourishing diet, and in the latter stage of the dis- 
ease, stimulants and beef-tea. The presence of thrombi 
in cardiac cavities we have found to be quite common dur- 
ing the last five months ; in making post-mortem exami- 
nations, we have found five hearts containing these mor- 
bid deposits, but in no other instance were they so large 
and firmly united to the cardiac walls as in the case de- 
scribed above. Yet in all, their formation prior to death 
was fully established to our minds. The large and harsh 
crepitation throughout the lungs may partially account for 
our inability to detect and locate the sounds of the heart : 
but this has no force when it is shown that the normal 
sounds could not be made. 
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DR H. B. SANDS, VICE-PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIIt. 
{Continued Jirom pag^ 178.) 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Dr. Jacobi presented a specimen from a case of 
diphtheria, and remarked: — This specimen was removed 
half an hour ago from a girl 8 years old. The child was 
sent home from school on the 6th of November, because 
she appeared to be sick. She coughed a little that same 
night, and a physician was sent for. The«next day tlie 
child continued to cough, and loose diphtheritic patches 
showed themselves on the tonsils. There was no infiltra- 
tion, neither any croupy cougk The next day the phy- 
sician was able to remove the membrane. The fever had 
not increased, but the cough was more of a croupy charac- 
ter. This was on Sunday, and from that time the symp- 
toms increased until Tuesday. The physician proposed 
tracheotomy, which I performed on Wednesday in the usual 
manner. 1 left the child in a pretty comfortable condition. 
The day following sibilant rhonchi developed themselves, 
and from ten in the morning until six in the evening fifteen 
drops of the tine, of veratrum viride, in addition to opium, 
were given, with the effect of reduciug the pulse from 170 
to 96. The next day the same doses of the tincture were 
taken with the same result of brin^^ing down the pulse. 
The pulse was reduced to 100 per mmute. and the sibilant 
rhonchi were also diminished. For a week following there 
was no pneumonia, the pulse being in the neighborhood of 
96 per minute, the veratrum viride bein^ regularly con- 
tinued. At the end of the first week the right side yielded 
a dull sound on percussion posteriorly, together with 
bronchial respiration. Pneumonia was diagnosticated, but 
the pulse was kept down to 100 by the occasional admi- 
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nistration of veratnim viride. About sixteen hours after 
the operation, the wound was covered with a diphtheritic 
membrane, even to the depressions around the sutures. 
ShorUj after the sutures brote through, leaving the wound 
open. The diphtheritic membrane could then be seen ex- 
tending down into the trachea. The outer muscular septa 
were entirely removed, leaving the muscles with the 
appearance of having been dissected. Part of the skin dis- 
appeared under an almost ganjgrenous process. The wound, 
from being originallj four mches in extent, increased in the 
course of five days to six or seven inches. There was no 
contraction in the tissues after the removal of the tube. 
The wound in the trachea was from one and a quarter to 
one and a half inches in length, by one-third of an inch in 
width. The child during all this time remained in an 
apparently satisfactory condition, eating and drinking a 
little, and taking quinine and stimulants ; the pulse would 
rise occasionally to 120, but would be kept under control 
by well timed doses of veratrum viride. During the last 
week dulness on percussion increased, and the bronchial 
respiration as well The appearance of the wound, how- 
ever, improved, and the patches separated. The smell 
from the breath began about this time to become very 
offensive^ very much resembling the odor of gangrene of 
the lung, and increased up to the day of death. The day 
before death the pulse iucreaf^ed to 130, but there were no 
symptoms of change in the pneumonia. There was para- 
lysis of the pharynx, which had commenced four or five 
QAja before. This latter symptom increased to such an 
extent, that the fluids swallowed would be regurgitated 
through the tube. The^ child died rather suddenly on 
Wednesday morning. 

AtUopsy. — The larynx is still covered with diphtheritic 
membrane, but not to such an extent as to occlude it. 
Part of the trachea was also covered with the membrane, 
and in patches it extended below the bifurcation. The left 
lung is m a pretty normal condition, with the exception of 
a small pneumonic infiltration. The left lung was entirely 
infiltrated, especially at its anterior portion, the posterior 
portion being partly natural and partly emphysematous. 
There is evidence or a recent pleuritis in the snape of adhe- 
sions, between the lower lobe of the right lung and the 
costal pleura. 

MALTORMEn FOCTUS. 

Dr. Fiknell presented a malformed foetus on behalf of 
Dr. Harding. Most of the abdominal organs were exter- 
nal; there was double talipes varus on one side, and 
valgus in the other. Besides this there was spina bifida in 
the lumbar region. 

Dr. Jacobi remarked that cases of hernia of this sort 
were not so very rare. He thought that inasmuch as the 
opening in the median line was very small, the hernia must 
have taken place very early. He advised that a careful 
dissection of the specimen be made, and that the results be 
presented in full at a future meeting. 

The Society then adjourned. 



FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

LETTEB FBOM BUFUS KINO BBOWNE, M.D. 

THE BERLIN SCHOOL OF PATHOLOGISTS AND THEORIES 

OF PATHOLOGY. 

What is characteristic of this school, what distinguishes 
it from all others of a similar character, is its understanding 
of abnormal tissue-growth, and pathological change. In 
the former particular it differs from all the others — a 
difference which is that of the new from some mere varia- 
tion in conception of the old. The understanding I refer 
to dates firom the researches of Yirchow, and originated 
with him. But it is necessary to a proper apprehension 
of the claims of this School, that I should state this differ- 
ence briefly but intelligibly; and to accomplish this 
purpoee most effectually, let us select an example from 



anatomy proper. Let it be morbid growths or tumors. Up 
to the present time the prevailing notion in the pathology of 
abnormal tissue-change, notably of abnormal iissite-grow^ 
was that it originated in, and in its beginnings was formed 
entirely of some morbid substance — some vicious matter 
exuded by the blood-vessels from their contents, at the seat 
of morbid growth ; and this deposit was supposed to be 
capable of development into the texturai structural 
characters which might afterwards be found in that 
growth. This is the oldest doctrine in pathology, and is 
now the prevailing one among the physicians of England, 
France, and other countries. It was easy to question this 
doctrine in the interest of some proposed modification of it, 
but very diflScult to ascertain the truth respecting such 
abnormal growths, and by the truth distinguish it as an error. 
While this doctrine had undisputed sway, questions of the 
kind were rarely referred to the microscope. Yet it was 
alone by this means that the truth could be ascertained, 
and this is what Virchow at last did. True, the microscope 
was used to discern the hist:»logical characters of such 
growths, but then, under the insensible but potent effect of 
the old doctrine, it was used to show how different a 
cancer cell was firom a normal one, suggesting a radicai 
difference in the two kinds of tissue elements, that 
they could not have had a common origin^ thus tending to 
confirm the observer in the old doctrinal prejudice. This 
doctrine Virchow shows to be false. He shows that these 
growths did not arise from any deposit or exudation, but 
were, from their very beginning, the product of the histologi- 
cal elements of the tissues, at the very point where the 
growth begins. The abnormal tissue was in fact their 
growth, and consisted, so far as texture elements were 
concerned, of histological elements precisely like themselves; 
elements of which they were the parents, and begotten by 
the parents precisely where they were found. Hence no 
abnormal growth whatever, no amount of bodily substance 
either in (quantity or texture, other than the perfectly normal 
and physiological, was some foul, effete^ exuded substance 
prone to " organization /" some " plastic form of matter," 
which, once exuded, commenced a career of structural 
growth ; but on the contrary was so much ** excessive and 
perverted," if you will, growth and multiplication of the 
number and extension of the texturai relations of the ele- 
ments of tissue always there, since they had pursued their 
previous career of physiological growth. 

Of course, this understanding was not the product of a 
single discovery in tissue, but the growth of years of 
studies of the elements of tissue, and unlike the other, was 
not at all begotten as a docirinej l9ut was Anally adopted as 
the only explanation of the numerous findings of these 
observations ; and the appearance of the truth in doctrinal 
form was necessiCaled by the older doctrine to be con- 
fronted. It is the ascertained, the true, and its form was 
simply an account of the facts. Virchow never sought a 
doctrine in pathology to combat the old. That process it 
had been again and again subjected to, by doctrines which 
were a more or less bold variation from its form, but always 
retaining its substance. Against these formal modificaUons, 
but not essential denials, it could hold ita own, because they 
were substantially the same.* Of course this new under- 
standing could only be begotten of a more perfect knowledge 
of human histology than preceded it The old doctrine 
was merely conjectural — arose and continued in destitution 
of our present more complete knowledge of elements of 
living tissue, and of course could only cease to live as a 
doctrine, by the substitution of that knowledge, involving 
a correct understanding, where it presented false conjec- 
ture ; and the one is bound, and that very soon, to obliterate 
the other from the medical mind, whatever want of under- 
standing, arising from defects of the knowledge in question 
or entire ignorance, may retard the consummation of this. 
Older, men may be ; they seem to regard ** grey hairs" as a 
perfect substitute — a complete work of scientific wealth. 

* Bee pathologioiil works tod obserratloiw of Paget BronMots, et ale, 
modem and ftnoient, Peaslee^ jwj valnabla Homaa Hlatologj, eCa ata 
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The one is science, the first was surmise ; and so soon as 
teachers of medicine come to a knowledge of the fact, get to 
see the difference here illustrated, so soon will the scientific 
era of medicine dawn. 

But I must condense. This new knowledge in pathology, 
the development of which, from our previous state of mere 
prejudice in some scientific things, and which constitutes a 
real advance, is not only fundamental to morbid growths, 
but finds that other forms of disease of this or that organ, 
which in pathology we have all along deemed to be pro- 
cesses very different from the above, nearly involve the 
very same elements, enacting a nearly similar part in the 
one as the other. Thus for example, in accordance still 
with the old doctrine, the fundamentai portion of which 
remained the same, whatever differences of process, as for 
instance, that between a tubercular mass and a tumor, we 
superinduced upon it ; tubercles of the lung were masses of 
materia morbi. But in accordance with the new pathology 
we know that these tubercles are in minimum, precisely 
what the tumor is in maximum. It makes no difference 
what degenerative changes, and they are various, these may 
undergo — and these are all subsequent to the period of ita 
growth ; but in its elements and their career, in its origin 
and growth, it is the same as a cancroid tumor. Now who- 
ever is inclined to dispute the full value of claims for the 
knowledge of tissue growth identified with the new 
pathology, and its use as enabling us to ctccouni for unex- 
plained diseases, may here find an exempUfication of it. 
Tubercles were found in various parts of the body. It was 
not therefore a diseased state of the pulmonary tissue 
alone ; yet with the fact well known, are we thereby ena- 
bled to account for the origin and nature of tubercles? 
We know the answer. We know the "/^j" ^ we say ; 
and this by the way, is the exact character of the knowledge 
80 vainly heralded as " experience" by many ancient practi- 
tioners; but where was the understanding of the case? 
That was what we lacked. But the moment we had ascer- 
tained, by a more or less complete visual analysis, what the 
formation of this mass was, we had an understanding of the 
case ; we had in other words so much science, so much 

pathology.* 

(7b le OwUniud.) 



Nitrate op Silver in the Paraplegia op Children. — 
Dr. Bouchut employed the nitrate of silver internally in 
the case of a child, aged seven years, in the Hospital of 
Sainte Eug4pie. The patient had had a fall from a height 
of a few feet, and immediately complained of acute pain in 
the dorsal region. From this time the child was unable to 
walk, and when she was placed upright tlie legs bent and 
sank down under the weight of the lK)dy. The speech 
became slow, difficult, and indistinct, and the food partly 
escaped from the mouth during mastication. For nearly 
a month only the expectant treatment was adopted ; but 
Dr. Bouchut then conceived the idea of treating the paraly- 
sis with nitrate of silver, according to the views of Wun- 
derlich, and Charcot, and Vulpian. He therefore prescribed 
one centigramme of the nitrate, divided into two pills, to 
be taken every day; and this treatment (occasionally 
varying the dose) was continued for more than a month 
with success, for at the end of this time the child left the 
hospital perfectly cured. 



* I hopo the reader will have the courtesy to Indulica me en pa^tant 
In aaying that if the former, i.«. the ^*fact,*' was but of ilttle value without 
the latter, <.«. the anderetandiog of It, this latter is precisely what manv 

firactltioners condemn as ^ theory,*^ and proclaim themselres as disregard- 
ng of l>elng devoid of It ; riiat 1», as being destitute of it. But tbis latter is 
precisely what constitutes the whole exact knowledge or science In the 
case. Of course such persons do mean to confess this destitution, by ac- 
knowledging It as exact knowledge. They are instinctively con6trained 
therefore to pronoanoe it ^ theory, in cn^er tbat this destitution of know- 
ledge may not be confessed to themselves, which is pictured by tbehr 
Eirsonal and professional vanity — nor permitted to be palpable to others, 
ut any right-minded man knows by experience, thai vanity is depressed, 
not «xalt«d by exact knowledge; of course the persons I allude to do not 
know their ignorance. To know their ignorance la to have the knowledge 
in tne caae. 
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PLEA OF INSANITY IN CASES OF MURDER. 

The public papers of England, medical and literary, have 
generally given their opinion on the case of Geobgb Vic- 
tor TowNLEY, the murderer of Miss GKjodwin, who was 
tried in December last Although remote from the scene 
of that horrible drama, and the melancholy consequences 
which followed it, in the midland circuit court at Derby, 
and again in the prison, we regard it as our duty to ex- 
press an opinion upon tliis case, as exhibited in the trial, 
the verdict, the condemnation, and finally the com- 
mutation of death for perpetual hard labor, by the Crown. 
Aside from the special interest which attaches to Town- 
LET*s case, it bears some analogy to that of Mrs. Real, 
of this city, who in 1862 killed her alleged husband, on a 
breach of good faith and suspicion of inconstancy. The 
public, and especially its most sensitive part, was at that 
time much interested in the final result of the trial of that 
poor girl Still a just verdict and a merciful pimishment 
vindicated the public morals. Since her trial, the alleged 
insanity of Mrs. Real has vanished, and probably repent- 
ance has also purified her mind and will. We may odd, 
with pride, that instead of an invidious opposition, so 
easily discernible among the English experts in the Town- 
let case, we have, in the testimony of Dr, Brown of 
Bloomingdale, and Dr. Ranney of Blackwell's Island, in 
the case of Mrs. Real, that earnest and conscientious 
regard for justice, truth, and humanity, which should ever 
characterize the members of our profession. 

Whoever reads the details of the Townlet case, must 
feel that a profound moral perversity, or perhaps the most 
brutal self-love and cowardice, were, directly or indirectly, 
the cause of the murder of a young lady who was, it 
appears, untrue to a first love and false to a promised mar- 
riage. As we contemplate on the one hand the unhappy 
victim, and on the other the perpetrator who asserted 
coolly, in self-defence, that this woman was hisy as any 
other chattel with whom he might have done the same, we 
beHeve that human justice, in its first impulse, would at 
once determine her course. She would call for CALCRArr, 
as an aid not only to enforce morality, but to maintain 
social guarantees. To many persons the executioner would 
then appear as a minister of revenge and retal ation. 

But, on sober consideration, a crime like this, which is 
not the result of gross, ordinary ignorance and perversity, 
evidently called for a thorough investigation as to the men- 
tal state of the suspected criminal. And it must be re- 
garded as a remarkable proof of the high civilization of a 
nation, that the test of insanity is apphed in such an aggra- 
vated case as that of Townley. It is in such cases that 
human justice, laying aside all prejudice and passion, 
approaches nearer and nearer to the divine. But it is 
unfortunate that too often justice is thwarted by the igno- 
rance and prejudice of her ministers. In this case we meet 
a judge imbued with the most perverted notions concerning 
judicial precedents, and who falls into singular errors about 
the nature of delusions, making no difference between 
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those which are physiological and those which are morbid. 
Nor, indeed, does he make any distinction between the 
power to distinguish right from wrong. No account is 
taken of the previous state of health of Townley, nor of 
any hereditary taint of insanity in his family, and, above 
all, of any physical symptoms, present or absent In re- 
gard to the question of the prisoner's insanity before, 
during, or after the crime, no one seems to have had any 
knowledge. It was reserved for Dr. Forbes Winslow, 
a man of great scientific ability, perhaps somewhat vain 
and dogmatic in his assertions, but who has never proved 
mercenary, to give evidence on this point. This gentle- 
man declared that he could not vouch for the insanity of 
Townley at the moment of the commission of the deed, 
but that he had suffered since from a delusion about a con- 
spiracy organized against him. He also discovered that 
there were proo& of insanity in the maternal line of the 
prisoner. In spite of these doubts, held by a man of great 
reputation, under the influence of the charge made by the 
presiding judge, the jury, afler five minutes^ consultation, 
returned a verdict of guilty, 

Afler the condemnation of Townley to death, two 
magistrates were led to interfere. They declared him to 
be a man of unsound mind ; and thereupon Sir George 
Grey, the Secretary of State, appointed, with the consent 
of the Lord Chancellor, four experts to examine and 
report on the mental condition of the convicted prisoner. 
Two of these gentlemen are visitors of chancery lunatics, 
the other two superintendents of pubHc and penitentiary 
lunatic asylums. They reported the prisoner in the pos- 
session of all his faculties ; that he entertained no delusion 
on the subject of a conspiracy against him ; that it was 
rather a figure of speech concerning the party engaged in 
the prosecution. They considered the evidence of heredi- 
tary predisposition to insanity, and their opinion of the 
prisoner's state of mind was not thereby altered. Upon 
the rendition of this insufficient and summary report, the 
prisoner was condemned to Hfe-long penal servitude. 

In our opinion, in this case the forms of justice have 
been disregarded, and ignorance has prevented its applica- 
tion. Could it be honestly supposed that the doctrine of 
Dr. Winslow is : "TAc greater the rogue a man is, the more 
entirely is he free from responsibility?*^ The Journal of 
Menial Science^ which is unfriendly to Dr. W., approves 
and reproduces insinuations that such is his theory. We 
maintain, also, that ignorance has prevented an act of 
justice, and we find the proof in the tenor of written affida- 
vits made in England by the majority of psychopathists, and 
even by some of the most eminent And this criticism is 
appUcable also to the evidence given by Dr. Winslow. If 
Townley, in consequence of an hereditary cachexy, be- 
came insane after the commission of the deed, where are 
the symptoms of his disease ? If he is of a sane mind, a 
scientific examination ought to have related and described 
that state. In all cases, the law demands symptoms and 
not assertions — physical signs of insanity, and not suppo- 
sitions on the debatable ground of psychology. And it is 
particularly objectionable, in ca^es of life and death, to 
make reports stating facts, unaccompanied by their con- 
comitant proofs. The ground taken by the Journal of 
Mental Science against Dr. Winslow proves the necessity 
of a real medical diagnosis. Here is an extract from that 
journal : " Science has established that when the soul or 
mind is obviously perverted, there must be some organic 



disease of the brain to account for this. The probability 
is that a man who pertinaciously indulges in evil thoughts 
and passions may afifect his brain with disease.** But the 
journal is not hap^y in its conclusion — that vice in such case 
is already insanity ; and it is still less pardonable for it to 
suppose that such is Dr. Winslow's theory. According to 
its own premises, the journal ought to have concluded that 
organic lesions are necessary to destroy human conscience 
and responsibihty. 

In spite of the irregularities of the court at Derby, we 
feel no sympathy for Townley. At the same time we re- 
joice that he is not to ascend the gallows. Time will 
vindicate the truth ; and Drs. Winslow, Buoknill, Hood, 
Meyer, and Helps may live to learn its verdict 



ARMY OF the POTOMAC. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Loudou Med, Times and Oaz,j 
whose letters from the Army of the Potomac we' have 
quoted, furnishes some interesting particulars in his last 
communication of Feb. 14. He represents the present 
condition of that army in an excellent sanitary state* 
During the winter the troops have been well housed and 
fed, and the sickness and mortality rates are consequently 
very smaU. He thus describes the Division Hospitals of 
the Second Army Corps : — 

" The division Hospitals of the Second Army Corps' 
situated in the neighborhood of Brandy Station, from the 
elegance of the style in which they are got up, resemble 
far more paviUons built for some rural fSte than the cheer- 
less notions one might preconceive of a field hospital raised 
upon debatable ground. All the tents are floored, and fur- 
nished with fireplaces. Requisitions were sent in for stoves^ 
but they were disapproved. In front of the tents are pro- 
menades, garden plots, evergreen bowers, tasteful fancies 
executed in moss. One can scarcely realize that this ground 
in December was a thick-set forest^ yet so it was. This 
hospital can accommodate from 250 to 300 patients. To 
each of its three divisions are attached a well furnished 
sanitary store-room, a commodious kitchen, dispensary, and 
sinks, and to the whole is added a post-mortem room, where 
the bodies of fatal cases are embalmed by the medical 
officers, in order to preserve them, if required, for trans- 
mission to friends in the north. At some little distance 
from the main structure is a pest-house for the small-pox 
cases that may occur in the corps. The establishment is 
altogether a complete aflfair, and certainly sufficient praise 
can hardly be bestowed upon those connected with it for 
the energy and taste they have evinced in its construc- 
tion." 

The rate of sickness and mortality is given as follows : — 

" The following Bgures may give you an idea of the rate 

of sickness and mortality prevaihng in this army during 

the last two months. The camps from which these ratios 

have been deduced contained an average strength present 

during the month of December of 12,000 menj during 

January, 11,900. 

December, Jannarr, 
1808. 18M. 

Daily rate of sickness per 1000 men 

present^ 

Death rate per 1000 men present dur- 
ing the month, .... 
During the month of January, 1864 — 

The percentage of fever cases among sick was . 10*74 
The percentage of deaths among the fever cases 2*28 
The percentage of diarrhoea among sick . . 27*95 
The percentage of deaths in diarrhoea cases . 2*55 " 

Alluding to the arrival of recruits he notices the shame- 
ful neglect of duty by the surgeons on recruiting service. 
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In one company of 600 recruits, eighteen per cent were 
found incapacitated. He recommends that the recruit- 
ing surgeon pay, as in the British service, the expenses of 
a rejected recruit. 

MEW YORK IfXDICAL IKDEPENDEMT. 

We have received the first number of a new medical peri- 
odical, with the above title, about to be issued weekly, in 
this city. From the Prospectus we learn that " The 
objects of the Independent are to elevate the medical pro- 
fession, by advocating improvements and reforms wher- 
ever practicable ; to stimulate a purely American medical 
literature ; to unmask abuses and quackery of all kinds ; to 
urge a higher standard of medical education ; faithfully to 
chronicle discoveries, advancements, and progressions made 
in every branch of medicine and surgery ; to discuss topics 
of interest to the profusion, and generally to be a true^ 
faithful, and independent representative in periodical lite- 
rature of the American medical profession." The editorial 
and publishing departments are conducted without names, 
and the present number is dated May 4th, 1864. This 
number contains the commencement of the translation of 
Yicrhow's work on Tumors; an interesting communica- 
tion from Prof. Perot, on McMunn's Elixir of Opium ; 
a brief introductory; a few "selections," and a short 
review. 

THE WAR IN SOHLESWIO. 

During the first year of our civil war, the Medical Depart- 
ment of our army was for a time the special subject of 
unfavorable comment. At length we have an oppor- 
tunity of witnessing the progress of a small European 
war, between nations which have uniformly boasted of 
their military science and the perfection of their prepara- 
tion. But the reports which reach us from the battle-fields 
are by no means so favorable to their skill and science as 
we had anticipated they would be. The following from a 
foreign medical journal proves that in Schleswig, the Aus- 
trians and Eussians are reacting the scenes which once ex- 
cited their ridicule : — " The correspondent of the Vienna 
Medical Journal, writing from Schleswig, says that, at the 
commencement of the war, the sick and wounded of the 
Austrian army were most ill-cared for, but that things are 
now getting into better order. Wounds, for the most part^ 
heal favorably ; and few deaths, comparatively, even after 
severe wounds, have occurred. Pyaemia has not shown 
itself; but six cases of tetanus have proved fatal We con- 
clude from the letter, that the Austrian sick and wounded 
would be in an evil case, were it not for the attentions 
they receive from Schleswig-Holsteiners. The Prussian 
army is, we also read, in no better condition in its sanitary 

arrangements than the Austrian Another 

correspondent writes from Apenrade a sad account : — ^The 
soldiers lying for two and three days in slushy snow, after 
long marches, were also half-starved. Even officers, with 
money in their hands, were scarcely better oflF. * Besides 
the horrors of a winter campaign, we have had the martyr- 
scenes of wounded lying two or three days in the open air, 
helpless, without food, without attention, and yet brought 
still living into hospital. I saw between Selk and Schles- 
wig, in a field, two wounded Danes and two Austrians 
who must have lain there two or three days. Their first 
word was " hunger." ' The French campaign in Russia has 
been repeated here in a small way. The health of the 
troops is on th« whole, nevertheless, satisfactory." 
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The Transaotions ob the American Medical Ajmcia- 
TiON, instituted in 1847. YoL xiv. Philadelphia : 1864. 
Pp. 416. 

After a recess of two years in consequence of our national 
difficulties, the American Medical Association resumed 
its sittings, by holding its fourteenth annual meeting in 
June last, at Chicago, 111., and has issued a new volume of 
Transactions, which, though it bears but poor comparison, 
both in point of size and contents, with its predecessors, 
nevertheless contains much that is interesting, and may be 
hailed as an indication of returning Ufe to the Association. 
We see no reason why these meetings should not be con- 
tinued with the same, and even more interest than ever; 
and indeed we venture to predict that if the proper spirit 
prevail among the profession, the approaching session to 
be held in this city in June next will be more largely 
attended, characterized with more earnest labor, and more 
fruitful of good results than any' of the previous meetings. 
There has never been a more urgent necessity for the Asso- 
ciation, its working men, collectively and individually, to 
put forth their best energies than at the present time. 
While our civil war has taken men from the peaceful occu- 
pations of private life, and transformed them into great 
generals, it has also taken many of our profession, and 
developed talents in them which otherwise mi^ht have lain 
dormant. It has presented to us subjects for investigation 
on a scale such as has never been known in any country. 
The various branches of mihtary practice, t}ie different dis- 
eases incidental to camp life, with camp and hospital hygi- 
ene, to say nothing of spotted fever, and the various other 
phases that disease has recently assumed, as met with in 
private practice, are all subjects deserving careful study, and 
which we hope will receive full consideration at the next 
meeting of the Association. 

The Address of Dr. Wilson Jewell, Acting President 
of the Association, is eloquent and patriotic. After allud- 
ing in warm terms to the patriotism and self-denial of our 
volunteer army-surgeons, and paying a handsome tribute 
to the memory of the late lamented president^ Dr. EU Ives, 
he selects Hygiene as the subject of his address^ and 
strongly urges its claims upon the profession, proposing to 
elevate it as a branch of study to a separate chau: in our 
medical schools, and the adoption of more effectual mea- 
sures for its general appreciation and cultivation. 

Report of the Committee on General Education, by Chris- 
topher C. Cox, M.D., Surg. U.S.V. — On previous occa- 
sions the attention of the readers of the Medical Times 
has been called to the defective primary education of medi- 
cal men. Dr. Cox points out this evil as tlie first to be 
remedied, and shows the necessity of a high standard of 
preliminary education, as essentiaUy requisite, in order to 
secure a degree of mental discipline sufficient to enable the 
student to pursue with the greatest success his professional 
studies, and to form habits of thought and correct judg- 
ment, by which alone he can grapple with the facts of 
science, and appropriate to the best advantage the experi- 
ence of others. He recommends change in the entire 
system of medical instruction, the number of professors 
increased, the lectures increased to three courses of six 
months each in duration, and punctual attendance obliga- 
tory. Frequent examinations, clinical instruction, and the 
final examination to be conducted by a Board of Exami- 
ners, selected from the first medical talent of the State, 
without the presence of the faculty, are among, the mea- 
sures recommended. 

Report of the Committee on Medical Literature, by 
Charles A. Lee, M.D. — ^The writer gives a general view 
of tlie character of American medical literature, with a list 
of those periodicals at present published, and those discon- 
tinued since 1860 ; and also a list of American and European 
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publications^ from which we learn that "forty-six new 
American medical works have been published since 1860, 
and fourteen ^ew editions of works already issued ; while 
during the same period, eighty-five minor medical publica- 
tions and pamphlets, eighteen reprints of new foreign 
works, and twenty-one new editions of foreign works have 
app^ed." For the purpose of encouraging a national 
medical literature he recommends the establi^ment of an 
association on the plan of the Sydenham Society of Great 
Britain, with as large a body of subscribing members as 
can be obtained, with a competent publishing committee, 
etc.; the State and County Medical Societies and other 
organizations to offer suitable prizes for the best essays on 
special subjects ; medical colleges to do the same for the 
best inaugural tliesis ; the formation of medical Hbraries 
and book-clubs, for the purpose of furnishing at a cheap 
rate all the important medical journals, domestic and 
foreign ; and above all, the raising of the standard of medi- 
cal attainment, by a reform in the present system of edu- 
cation, both preliminary and professional. 

Di€Uhe$e$ : their Surgical Relations and Effects, by Prof. 
E. Andrews, of the Medical Department of Lind University. 
— " How shall a dangerous diathesis be diagnosed in ad- 
vance of any perilous manifestation of its effects ? And it 
being diagnosed, how shall it be corrected with the prompt- 
ness and certainly required to ward off its fatal conse- 
quences?" are questions, correct answers to which the 
writer says constitute the^next great improvement needed 
in surgery. In treating his subject, he confines himself to 
the aplastic, normal, and hyperplastic diatheses, as the three 
most important to the surgeon ; the fir^ of these espe- 
cially so, and readily known by its train of evils, as erysi- 
pelas, phlebitis, pyemia, metastatic abscess, hospital gan- 
grene, etc. " The surgical patient manifests a total loss of 
the power of effusing and or|fanizing plastic lymph. Ulcers 
enlarge instead of diminishmg ; wounds fail to unite by 
first intention : every little scratch or abrasion suppurates ; 
and injuries of a deeper kind terminate in efiusion of pus 
without the usual amount of plastic effusion around the 
abscess." As a cause of this, he gives the excess of alka- 
lies in the system, from the fact that soda and ammonia are 
the natural liquifiers of protein compounds in the living 
body ; and also fi-om the fact that the most powerful and 
rapid cause of aplasticity is an over-crowded ward of 
wounded men, where the decomposition of pus and other 
secretions keeps the air filled with alkaline ammoniacal 
va^rs. The hyperplastic or rheumatic diathesis being the 
opposite of the aplastic, and remedies for aplasticity being 
such as neutralize alkaline solutions, seem to point to aplas- 
ticity as the alkaline diathesis. As an effect of this dia- 
thesis we have the^ erysipelatous poison resulting from the 
decomp03ition of certain tissues and fluids, a depressing 
irritant which gives a typhoid and malignant character to 
diseases with which it may be associated, as is oflen seen 
in puerperal diseases. maHgnant scarlatina, confluent small- 
pox, and the fearfully destructive effects of syphilis. On 
the other hand, if erysipelas is received by contagion or 
accidentally inoculated mto a plastic constitution, it acts 
simply as a violent irritant, setting up a local inflammation 
which is inclosed by a barrier of solid plastic lymph, within 
which suppuration takes place, resulting in furuncle or 
carbuncle. The conclusions are: "The active malignant 
element is the erysipelatous virus. The aplastic diathesis 
gives this virus an opportunity to exert its full destructive 
influence. The plastic diathesis builds barriers around the 
poison, and casts it out of the system." The diagnosis of 
this condition is easy, as every little scratch, pimple, or 
slight wound contributes its share towards declaring the 
patient's diathesis^ either by its tendency to suppurate, with 
a deficiency of solid swelling at inflamed points on the one 
band, or its rapid healing without suppuration, and hard, 
firm swelling at inflamed points on the other. Treatment 
should begin with regimen, and the first requisite is plenty 
of fresh au*. The diet should consist of the free use of 
meat) to increase the acids of the system, and to promote 



plasticity. Vegetables increase the alkalies. The acid of 
fruits is not favorable, as acid fruits contain potash, and the 
acids are digested in the stomach and destroyed, adding 
nothing to the acids of the system, while the potash is 
absorbed. Medication should consist of perchloride of iron 
internally, sulphites of lime and soda internally, bromine 
and iodine lodsdly, mineral acids internally and externally, 
and quinine in malarious districts. The hyperplastic dia- 
thesis is the opposite of the aplastic, and has for its typical 
disease rheumatism, due to an excess of acids in the sys- 
tem, the treatment for which is substantially the same as 
for rheumatism. 

The American Method oftreeUing Joint Diseases and De- 
formities^ by Henrt G. Davis, M.D., of New York. — 
Dr. Davis gives a historical sketch of the treatment of 
these diseases by extension, and gives the distinctive prin- 
ciple of his treatment, viz : — " Procuring to the diseased 
structures support without pressure, and motion without 
fric^on. The treatment itself, concisely defined, consists 
in abtraction of the joint affected, bjr continued elastic pres- 
sure" This apparatus is fully descnbed and illustrated. 

Ccue of Diarrhoea Adiposa, by John H. Grisoom, M.D., 
Physician to the New York Hospital — The description of 
this case is accompanied with an analysis of twenty -four 
previously reported cases. Dr. G.'s case passed a sub- 
stance like melted butter, hardening on cooling. From 
one to two and a half ounces per diem were voided at fre- 
quent intervals, during six years. It followed protracted 
dysentery and anasarca, and yielded to the admmistration 
of six or eight ounces of whiskey per diem. 

Report on American Medical Necrology, by Christopher 
C. Cox, M.D., Surg. U.S.V. — This report, though incom- 
plete, gives us some idea of the vacancies death has made 
in our profession since the New Haven meeting ; and even 
from our midst have gone such men as Isaacs, Hoffman, 
Francis, Ruse, Kissam, Williams, Cheesman, Harson, 
Cammann, Watson, and many others, whose loss is 
severely felt^ both in and out of the profession. 

The remaining portion of the volume is principally occu- 
pied by the Prize Essay on the Physiological and Medicinal 
Properties of the Veratrum Viride, by Samuel R. Percy, 
M.D. This paper will be noticed at another time. 



€mtBijiuk\\tt 



NECESSITY OF MAINTAINING- THE PHYSICAL 
STRENGTH OF RECRUITS AND SOLDIERS. 

[To the Editor of the Axbrioah Mbdioal Tons.] 
"Tbere are, particularly, two important results to be 
obtained fi:om this scrupulous care in compiling the history 
of a war. The first is, that of reducing to less than half 
the mortality of those brave soldiers who so generously 
shed their blood for their country ; the second, merely a 
corollary of the first, that, by reducing the mortality of sol- 
diers, the strength of armies will be proportionallv increased, 
and thus very often the fortune of war decided." — Shrimp- 
ton on the Crimean War. 

" The loss to the Government has thus been inconceiva- 
bly great at every attempt to recruit its armies. Thou- 
sands who, with proper early training, would have become 
capable and efficient soldiers, have fallen victims to the 
diseases induced by the sudden and violent transition from 
a fife of well ordered and systematic labor, and a table 
teeming with various and well prepared food, to the wants, 
privations, and exposures of the camp. We have seen 
regiments, while waiting in these camps, waste away from 
the maximum strength to a mere skeleton. This negli- 
gence is the more inexcusable because the places of ren- 
dezvous are generally located in rich farming districts, 
where every necessity can be readily and cheaply sup- 
plied."— Am. Med. Times. 

The results attending the putting into the field the tem- 
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porary force called out to repel the invasion of Gren. Lee, 
in the early pa^t of the summer of 1863, which came under 
my personal observation, will serve as an illustration to the 
above remarks. This ibrce was collected hastily at Har- 
risburg and Reading, Pa., from New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania. The men all came from healthy 
districts, and lefl their homes in good heallh. Before leav- 
ing Harrisburg, it became my -duty, as Med. Director of the 
Department of the Susquehaniia, to provide hospital accom- 
modations for the sick of this force, for diseases contracted 
during a little over a week's stay at Harrisburg. I esta- 
blished, for this purpose, in' less than two weeks, five 
general hospitals in Harrisburg, which were almost imme- 
diately filled. The well troops then took up their line of 
march to overtake the enemy. 

It soon became necessary to open a hospital at Carlisle, 
for the sick left behind there. So many sick were left 
along the road, and at Shippensburg, twenty-two miles 
distant from Carlisle, that I was obliged to establish ano- 
ther hospital at that place. At Chambersburg, eleven miles 
further on, the number of sick and broken down men from 
this same force, made it necessary to open three hospitals 
at that place, which were soon filled. In addition to these, 
small hospitals were started at Mercersburg, Waynesboro', 
and Hagerstown, where the sick and broken down men, 
left along the roadside and at farm-houses, were collected. 

Although scarcely any of these men died (during the first 
mouth, I believe, not a single case of death was reported), 
yet they were disabled for a time, never reached their des- 
tination, and were unable to return to their homes until 
after their services were no longer required. It must be 
borne in mind that this force was perfectly well to start 
with, the season of the year most favorable, and yet, from 
the suddenness of the change of habits and food, they were 
unable to bear up under the unaccustomed privations and 
exposure to which they were subjected, which would have 
been a mere nothing to them if they had had time to be 
seasoned to their work by a little previous training. 
Owing to the pressure of events, no time was allowed for 
this purpose, and all the arrangements made for them as to 
supplies of every kind were, from necessity, imperfect. 

As the enemy occupied the country in front' of the troops, 
the supplies (except what they could carry, which was 
very limited) had necessarily to be left in the rear, and 
sometimes the commissary supplies, from the difficulty of 
obtaining transportation in the country, were delayed, and 
when obtained, were hastily and badly cooked. From the 
causes mentioned, nearly one-tenth of the troops, I think, 
called out for the emergency, in three weeks from the time 
they left their homes were in hospitals, and lost to the go- 
vernmenL The records of the Surgeon-General's office, 
where accurate reports were forwarded, will show the precise 
number admitted to the hospitals mentioned, from a force 
raised for active service, when, from military necessity, no 
time or opportunity was allowed to make the arrange- 
ments known to be necessary to preserve the health of the 
troops at depdts, camps, or in the field. 

The reform needed is, that the place of rendezvous, 
depots, and camps be immediately improved in every 
respect, and that tne transition from civil to military life 
be as gradual as possible. The food supplied at these 
places should be abundant*, of proper vanety, and well 
cooked by skilful persons. The clothing should be good, 
and the sleeping apartments dry and comfortable. The 
camps for coUecting troops should be well selected and 
properly drained, and every attention paid to the comfort 
of the men, who should be scientifically trained to exercise 
and fatigue, under the direction of qualified officers. 

It has sometimes happened that troops have been ordered 
to points where no provision has oeen made for their 
accommodation, either as to sleeping or eating, and thus 
have been left to provide for themselves or go without; 
and before their wants were supplied a number, unaccus- 
tomed to such exposure and privations, are taken sick. The 
effect of such treatment is to discourage enlistments and 



induce desertion * and many good soldiers, in a fit of dis- 
gust and disappomtment, desert the service at these places 
on finding no arrangement made for their comfort, who 
might otherwise have been retained. These facts I have 
learned from frequent personal intercourse in the discharge 
of my professional duties, while looking Ihto the causes 
affecting the health of the soldier and the interest of the 
service. 

How important, therefore, that in the large levy of troops 
about to be made, the authorities should heed me lessons 
of the past by tnaking more ample provision for the 
future. 

In offering the above considerations it is proper to add 
that, owing to tlie extreme urgency of the occasion for 
calling out this temporary force, the best was done by all 
that the circumstances would admit, and no censure can be 
attributed to any having charge of its management. My 
sole object has been to show Uie influence of unavoidable 
causes upon the health of the troops, and to draw a lesson 
for the future, if happily, in our power to do so. 

W. S. K. 

CiNCINNATL 
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ORDERS, CHANGES, &e. 

Smveon John H. Raucb, U.S.y., has been* ordered to repair to De- 
troit, Alloh.. and asf time charge of the afBiIrs of the Medical Depart- 
ment In that city, reporting ti» Major-Oeneral Helntzleman by letter. 

Hospital Chanlain L. 6. Olmstead. U.S.A., ha«beeii transferred from the 
Clay General lloepital, Loaisrille, Ky., to the General Hospital, Jetliersoa- 
ville, Ind. 

Burgeon C. F. Campbell, U.9.Y., has been assigned to doty as Medical 
Inspector, Department of Virginia and North Carolina ; orders assigning 
him to Chesapeake General UtispitaL, have been revoked. 

Aftsistant-Surgeon W. O. McD<inald, D.S.V., has been assigned to the 1st 
Battery, 15th U.S. I., 14th Corps. Army of the Cumberiand. 

Surgeon Wm. Watson, U.S.Y., to the Hospitals of the Post and Prison, 
Rock Island. Hi. 

Assistant-surgeon John 0. Norton, U.S.Y., to the 16th and 19th Iniho- 
tiy. Army of the Cumberland. 

Captuin J. C. Peterson, 18th U.S.I., Assistant to the Provost Mar- 
shal-General, is directed to examine the minutes of Hospitals and C<n- 
valescent Camps in the States of Ohio and Indiana, and in the Depart- 
ment of the Cumberland, with a view to the selection of men for the 
Invalid Corps, and their transfer to such points as their serrices maj 
be required. 

Surgeon R. M. 8. Jackson, U.S.Y., who accompanied Mi^or-GenenU 
Foster from KnoxriUe, Tenn., to Baltimore, Md., has returned to hie 
post 

The assignment of Surgeon A. C. Schwarzwelder, U.d.Y., to the Gene- 
ral Hospital, Camp Nelson, Ky., has been rvroked. 

Brigadier-General Julius A. White, U.8.Y., is authorized to grant 
furloughs to enlisted meu in hospital at Springfield, 111 , and to order 
them to report at the expiration of their furlough (if not fit for field 
dutv; to the nearest U.S. General Hospital. 

The small-pox broke out among the negroes at New Iberia, La., on 
the first of January, about sixteen cases occurring dally. The epidemic 
has, however, been controlled, the Medical Director there harlng cooeed 
the whole population as well as the troops to be vaccinated. 

Dr. Alexander Love, of New York, to be A.ssistant'Sui^eon 48d regi- 
ment, U.S. Colored Troops, to report to the Commanding Officer, Camp 
William Penn., Philadelpbla, Pa., March 7, 18G4. 

Assistant-Surgeon A. Waterhonse, 7th Maine Yols., to be Bargeon 
48d U.S. Colored Troops, to report to the Commanding Offioer, Camp 
William Penn, Philadelnhla, Pa., March 8, 1864. 

Dr. WatAOo Porter, of , to be Assistant-Surgeon 48d U.S. Colored 

Troops, at Hilton Head, S. a, to date Marcb 11, 1864. 

Christopher J. Crunch, of PennsylTania, to be Hospital Chaplain U.S. A. 

HcMpltal Steward John M. Whitney, U.S.A., dlscbarged at his own 
request, March 8, 1804. 

Hospital Steward Chariot W. Oleson, U.S.A., discharged f^om the date 
of the Aoceptanoe of his i^polntment as Assistant-Surgeon 14th U.8. 
Ci>1ored Troops. 

Dr. Harvey Bussey, Contract Surgeon, discharge to date October 21^ 
1863, the day he left General Hospital No. 7, Louisville, Ky. 

Surgeon E. F. Bates, U.S.Y., Recorder of the Army Medical Board 
for the examination of Asst.-8nrgeons of Yols., died at Washington, D.<*., 
on Sunday, March 6, 1864, tif ileo-oolitis. He was faithfbl and efficient 
in the discharge of his duties, and his medical attainments were nnosual 
in one so young, raising him during a service of about one and a half 
years from the grade of Medical Cadet to that of Surgeon In the Yolan- 
teer Medical Staff. Deceased was, we believe, a resident of Michigan. 

The resignation of Surgeon John C. Dalton, U.S.Y., baa been accepted 
by the President, to take effect March 6, 1864. Surgeon Dalton entered 
the sorvloe August 8, 1861, as Surgeon of Brigade, and after alone service 
in the Department of the South, was assigned to duty in New York oitj 
as Medical Director of Transportation. 

Leave of absence has been sranted Surgeon P. A. Jewett, U.8.Y., with 
permission to visit the city of Washington, for ten days. 
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Euso.— At thfl Brooklvn Gity HoBpftal, April 6th, James Mookb, 
H.D., one of the Hoasc-Borgeons of the Hospital. 

CoxK.--In Philadelphia. March 28d, John Kodman Coxk, M.D., »t 92. 
Dr. Coxk was formerly Professor or ('hemistrj, and afterwards of Ma- 
teria Medica and Pharmacy in the University of Pennsylvania. 

Cums. — At Wobain, Mass., Bknjamin Ourncs, M.D. 

FuMT.— At Lonisvllle, Ky., on Sanday, 19th inst, JosnVA B. Funt, 
liI.D., ttt 68 years. 

DoLBT. — At Boston, Mass., 80th nit. William Dolbt, M.D., »t. 84 

MooEi.— At Waltham, Mass., 80th ult, Mabodb A. Mookk, M.D., ast. 
89. 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 

New York Academy op Medicine (Section on Ob- 
stetrics AND Diseases of Children). — A Stated Meeting 
of this Section wiU he held at the residence of the Chairman, 
Dr. John P. Garrish, No. 40 West 21st st.j on Monday 
Evening^ the \^th inst.^ at eight o^ clock P,M, 

Dr. Q-arrish will read a Paper on Puerperal Mania, 
Subject for Discussion for the Evening — Ovarian I\imors 
and their Treatment. 

P.S. — Punctual attendance is requested. 

The N. Y. Academy of Medicine xoill hold its Regular 
Meeting on Wednesday ^ 2{ith inst Dr. W. H. Draper vnU 
present the Paihology, being the Conclusion of his Paper on 
Cerebrospinal Meningitis^ after which the Discussion wiU 
be entered into &y Drs. A Clark, Enos, Dktmold, Sayre, 
and others, also Dr. B. Yreeland, Surgeon of the U.S.N., 
by invitation. 

The Three Best Tonics, 

IRON, PHOSPHORUS, CALISAYA, 

Bkilftilly and elesantly combined in an amber-colored cordial, transparent 
to the eve, delicioos to the taste, and acceptable to the svstem. 

The Profession are requested to ezamine our beaatinil combination of 
the above inestimable tonics. 

Samples sent on application. 

Bemember the name. 

CASWELL, MACK & CO.'S 

FERR0-PH08PHORATED ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARK. 

CASWELL, MACK & CO., Family Chemists, 

Under Fifth Avenae Hotel 

A copy of each of the following works is for sale by 
MESSRS. BAILLIERE BROS., 520 Broadway. 

Gmelin. — Handbook of Chemistry. 
Vol r. to Xiy. London (pablished by the Cavendish Society). 
Currencpt I&50. 

The American Journal of Pharmacy. 

JL ^YoL L to XV. 1886 to ISOa Ealfboadd. $80. 

k Vow Beady. Priee 60 Centi. 

ADVICE TO A MOTHER 

ON TBS 

MANAGEMENT OF HER OFFSPRING 

nr 
INFANCY, CHILDHOOD, AND YOUTH. 

By p. henry GHAVASSE, M.D. 

BAtLL»B> Bbotqxbi, MO Broadway, N. Y. 
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JUST BECEIYED, A F££3H STOCK OF 

BERNARD 80 HUETTE'S 

OPERATIVE SURGERY." 

COLORED PIiATBS. 
PRICB |20i 
BAHXIEBE BROTUEBS, 6M Broadway. 
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r. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 

MENT AT FLOEKKCE, MASS. (near Northampton), is pleasant- 
ly situated in a healthy mountain region, amply supplied with th^ureet, 
softest, and coldest granite water, bnady walks and drives, with pleasant 
views all around ; lM>wling alleys; boats; billiard table; pianos; gymnas- 
tics ; several hundred feet of covered piazzas ; rooms all light and airr ; 
diet plain, but nourishing, abundant and well prepared ; the whole of the 
Institute managed with care, order, and neatness. Dr. Mnnde, though the 
oldest disciple of Pricssnitz, and one of the first writers on his system, 
does not dttim for it a greater scope tlian really belongs to it; but as a 
healtbv Branch of the Healing Art, based entirely upon physiological 
pinciples, he considers it well worth me attention of the Profesaion, who 
ought not to confuQDd the good cause with its many bad advocates. 
For Terms, etc.. apply as above. 

JW. W. Gordon's Spring Vacci- 
* nator. — We solicit the attention of Physicians to this ingenious 
instrument, of simple construction, cutting the skin and inserting tbe 
virus in one operation, which is instantaneous. It has met with the on- 
qualified approval of every Physician who has used it 

BaUinwr^ Md., JTov. 19, 1868. 

D». J. W. W. GoRDoir : 

Dear Sir ;— I have used your Vaccinatfnr the last five years, and I value 
it highly for the following reasons : — 

Ist. It ib a great economiser of time and matter. 

2d. The operation is sure to succeed when the vims is good and tbe 
system in a suitable condition, as the matter is deposited in immedUte 
contact with the absorbents, where it most remain, there being no he- 
morrhage to remove it, neither can it be afiected by fHction on the arm, 
which the patient is so apt to indulge in after the operation. 

8d. It is admirably adapted to timid children, the operation being in- 
stantaneous, and accompanied with so little pain as in many instances not 
to disturb children when asleep. 

4th. It is of Inestimable value by enabling the Physician to determine 
whether the 0[)eration Is successful, fur this reason : the wound inflicted 
by the instrument is so trivial, that the too early appearance of inflamma 
tion would prove to be the result of spurious matter or of a vitiated sys- 
teuu 

Very respectfhlly, 

8. T. KNIGHT, M.D., 

B«<Uih Commisiioner. 

The fbllowing Is the testimonial of Fbyridans in California, where the 
instrument was first introduced : 

San Frandaoo^ CaL^ April 28, 1857. 

** We have used Gordon^s Spring Yaoetnator, and express our approval 
of the same as a superior instrument, and can with oonndenoe recommend 
it to the profession. We have never known it to faiL^ 

E. 8. COOPEB, M.D., PresH Med. Chlr. Society. 

J. M. TEWK8BURT, M.D. 



J. M. WILLlAMSOit M.D. 
J. P. MACAULY,M.D. 
LORENZO HUBBARD, M.D. 
A. ATKINSON, M.D. 



J. ROWELL,M.D. 
M. B. ANGLE, M.D. 
M. W. FIFER, M.D. 



Pbice— $8.00, sent by mail if desired ; a liberal dlMK>unt to the trade. 
N.B.— Fresh Vaccine virus constantly on hand— Price |L00. 
All Orders should be addressed to 

W. J. M. GORDON & BRO., 
ManufiMturing Chemists and Druggists, 
N.E. Cor. Central Avenue and Eighth Street, 

CINCINNATI, O. 

The "Elixir of Calisaya Bark"— 

J- was Introduced to the notice of the Faculty in 1880. by J, Milhau^ 1h4 
soU Inventor. None of those numeroa<» firms w<jr^ in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to anew article, have fju^id it mure convenient with- 
in a few years to appropriate the above extensively known title : it is there 
fore presumable that physicians in prescribing, as for over thirty yean, 
have reference solely to the original arUcU MjtXe by J. Miluau a Som. 

Also, tbe CHALYBEATE ELIXIR OF OaLISaTA BARK (copy- 
righted), being the above preparation with the addition of two grains of 
the celebrated Pf/rophosphats of Iron to eaon wineghissnil. 

Sole agencv for Fskncii Abtificial Eyes from ine leading Paris mannlho- 
turer. Single eyes (o order. Bets of 120 for oculiftts. 

J. MiLHAU A Son, 
Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 188 Broadway, N. Y.. near Cortlandt at 

Either agents for or Importers of all the Frsnoh medicines and fine ure- 
parations in voeue. 

Tjiphtheria : Practical Observations 

X/ on, and the Treatment of; with caaea. 

▲UBO 

Pyrophosphate of Iron, Preparation 

and Therapeutical Usee of. 

By B. N. CHAPMAN, M.D^ 

Prot cf Therapeutics and Materia Medioa, Prof, of Clinical Obstetrlos, and 

Physichin in the Long Island College Uospital 

Price 25 cents each. 

Baillierc Bbothkbs, 020 Broadway, N. Y. 



A Medical Practitioner of Age and 
reputation, wishes to give to a young M.D. the benefit of his expe- 
rience, by opening Jointly in town an office. Address personally to 

Bailukbx Bbothbbs, 520 Broadway, N. Y. 
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6E0B0E TIEMANN & CO. 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

I'-i MKNTS, &0. 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET. NEW YORK. 

OTTO A REYNDBRS, 
Mannflicturert and Importers <tf 

Surgical, Ortliopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

TbevariooBBpIlDta for Morhas CoxarlcB. Abdominal Supporters, Sboalder- 
braoea, blockings for Varicose Veins, Electric Machines. Ear-Tnmipeta. 
Fraottire Splint^ Crutohes, Syrlngoa, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, etc 

■ ■ . 1 1 

A rtificial Legs and 

J^ Arms. Selpho^s Patent. The best sab- 
sUtntes for lost limbs the world of science 
bas ever invented. (Established 24 years.) 
Can be bad only of 

WM. 8ELPH0, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Bend fur pampblet 516 Broadway. N. Y. 

N.B. — A Silver Medal jnst awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Institate for the best Artificial Limbs. 

VACCINE 

irus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 

most reliable, nsed by the leading physicians ot this dty; pat ap In 
the best form for transmission to any port of the world. Fnoea— single 
tube, 76 Ota.; tbree, $i; single charge or eighth-day lymph, on pointed qallu, 
16 ots: fifteen points, $1 ; single charge, on convex surJQuM of section of 
quill, 80 cts. ; ten, $1. Crusts from |1 to $8 according to weight 

Address, Eastern Dispensary, 67 Essex Street, New York. 
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^o the Medical Profession. — Dr. J. 



PABIQOT, late Commissioner In Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
fesaor of the University of Brussels, offers to ctintiult with Gentlemen 
of the Profession, and to give advice on Mental Disorders and Medloo- 
Legal Cases. 
CtfrreqH>ndcnee can be addressed to the care of 

Bailubbb Bbotbxbs. 620 Broadway, N. Y. 

"D uffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

X) A MONTHLY PEBIODiCAL. 

The Boflklo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews. Cor- 
respondence, Army News, etc, etc ; including the usoal variety of Me<li- 
cal Periodical PuMications. bpedmen oopiee tent on application. Terms 
$2.00 ft year, ti» aUvcmc^ 
•^ ' • J. F. MINER, M.D., 

Editor Buffalo Med, and JSurff. Jovr^ 

BulIUo, N. Y. 



St. Regis Water, from Massena 
SPRINGS, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. These waters are richly im- 
pregnated with medicinal salts, possessing singular virtues as remedial 
agents in the treatuieni of the fullowinic uuuiplaints : — Uutaneuos Erup* 
tltins, Kheumatism, Scrofula, Afl'ectlons' of the Kidneys, Hysteria and 
all Female Irregularities, ConstipaUon, Piles, etc 

MoCORD &P1NE, ProprieU>ra, 

Massena, N. Y. 
General Agency. 808 Bowery, cor. Fourth st, N. Y. city. The bottled 
waters may be had from all respectable Druggists. 

€OII€EIfTRATJBI> FJ^UID IIIAG1VJB8IA 

la earnestly and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
superior arncle. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen srains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vastly Incrifased 
mediolnal proi^frtiea. It is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
article of Jrurei(tn or domestic manufacture. As a corrector of acidity, aa 
Invimtrating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
it Is withoot a rival, and has elicited unqualified approbation. 

py LEA Brother, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, M. Y. 

FOR 8ALE BY 
JAB. 8. ASPINWALL, 80 William 8t-N. Y. 

SCHIEFFELIN BROl'HERS & CO., William, cor. Beekman St, N. Y. 
CABWELL, MACK A CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, R. L 
H£GE\IAN A CO., Broadway, N. Y. 

JOHN MEAKIM, 070 Broadway, N. Y. , 

F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sts., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, ©or. Gates and Vanderbllt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, wr. Fifth and Chtstnut Sts., Pblladelphla. 
11. 0. BLAlfUoor. Eighth and Walnut Sts., Philadeiphia. 
W VETH it BR0TIiEK,U12 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
And by llrumi«t« geuorsiliy. 



WADE & FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUE; AND CITY HOSPITAIfl^ , 

ManoHsoture and Imp<nl all kinds of 

SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIAyCES, 

SYRINGES, no, 

86 ISiUoH Hreet, Kw> York, 

W. ft F. begleave to call the attention of the Faculty to tha btert tad 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged sadar 
tbe supervision of Dr. Jahes R. Wood, a Hill description of whidi will ba 
forwarded upon implication. Also, Dr. Lewis A. Sjltrb^s improTed out- 
door Splint for MoaBua CoxAmius. Dlroctlons for measurementa will ba 
forwaraed when requested. 

A^/'araficM;— JjLMBB R. Wood, M.D., Lswn A. Satue, M.D., Bi MWim 
SMirm M.D., B. F. Baoul M.D^U.S.N. 

PRICED OAIALOGVBS WILL BB SENT TO AITF ADDBKSa. 

Agents tot ^^vt9lW% Artificial Limbs, which are soperlor to all 
Sole Agents for ** Ferminiohs Irritation Instrument*' Price $8.01. 
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The Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 

J- PhiladelpbiiL south side of Logan Square, Raee street^ betWMB 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth. 

Open for the examination and reoepti<Mi of patients every Monday aad 
Friday at 11 p.m. 
Operations every Wednesday at 11 x„u. 

avBoxoMs : 
Dr. T. G. Morton, Dr. R. J. Levta, 

Dr. A. D. Hall, Dr. D. H. Agnew. 

Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 
self to the investigation and application of Eloctridty as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly qualified as well by hit 



scientific attainments as by his great experience to ai^ly It In tb« 
efl'ectual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the professloa. Fa 
tients sent to him for this modo of treatment, will otherwise reoMdt 
under the charge of their attending physicians. His bnainoat to fret 
fh>m all charlatanism and quackery. 

141 FOURTH AYENUB. 

— The Anatomical Ball and 
rT^ Socket-Jointed Leg^. 

J / with lateral motion at the ankle, like the natural oa«. 

-c<Sl , Also: 

THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG. 

The latter Is ftamished to soldiers by the U.S. Government, wlthovt 
charge, by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., at either of the foUowlnf 

£Uices:— 6»8 Broadway, N. Y., Rochester, N. Y., Clndnnatl, O^ or St. 
ouls, Ma 
Address DR. BLY, as above. 

New York Academy of Medicine. — 
Transactions, Vol. I. 8va doth, $9.60. Vol. IL 8va cloth, ||L|SO. 
Subscriptions received for the l>ansactlous at $8.00 per volume. SiiU* 
letin. Vol L, 1801-08, 8vo. doth, |2.0a If sent by mall, 80 centa ezto 
must be remitted for postage on each volume. 

Bjlilukbb BKOTUBH^ 580 Broadway, K. Y. 

TERMS OF THE AXERIG AN MEDICAL TIMEI. 

City and Canadian Subscribers, $8.50 per annum, payable In advaiMiw 

Mail Subscribers, $8 per annum, payable in advance. 

Remittances must accompany an mier for the Journal 

The Pubiishera will not hold themselves responsible Ibr tha loit af 
moueys ludoeed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes a year, commendng on the 1st of Jaaoaiy aad 
July ; but subsaipUons may b^n at any date. 

ll^ose who desire to have the series complete can be supplied with tW 
back numben at the «»riginai subscription price. 

The last volume, nicely bound In cloth, may be had at the office, for ft 01^ 
and ft«e by mall for $8.88; doth cases for binding may be had at tha attM 
ftff 85 cents, and free by midl for 84 centa. 

%* Thv Msdical Tuiss Is published every Saturday morning; and to 
transmitted direct by mall throughout every section of the countiy. Aa % 
medium for immediate cummunicatiun with the medical prufesolon of th« 
United Statea, it ofl'en unsurpassed flscilities to those desiring to adrerttoo 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical Anpllanoes, Instnunaot* 
of every kind. Drugs and Medicines, etc, etc '1 he lollowlng temia al 
truusleut advertisements may be modified by special contract for 
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A fine Microscope by Smith and Beck, of London. Has li in. f and i object glasses, three eye pieces, polarisoopes, 
and all the necessary apparatus. The stand is of the largest student's size; the whole in a mahogany case. The 
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the fbllowlnf teatlmonlal of Ita merita. We omit hia name, knowing It 
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LECTURES ON 

GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE ABDOMEN. 
By prank H. HAMILTON, M.D., 
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U.8.A. 

LECTURE VL— PART L 

Second^P^rfarating Gfunskot Injuries of the Abdomen. 
Of these there are two classes, namely, those in which 
all of the important viscera have escaped a rupture or 
other serious lesion, and those in which more or less of the 
viscera have been wounded. 

Let us consider, first, those in which da the important 
viscera have escaped a rupture or other serious lesion. 

In the vast majority of cases, no matter what missile 
has been employed, if it has actually passed through the 
abdominal cavity, some of the contents of this cavity have 
suffered absolute lesion. The most frequent exceptions are 
found in the case of the smooth, round ball, and of smaller 
shot The conical ball and the larger shot rarely turn aside 
themselves, or permit any of the viscera to move out of 
their way, in their course through the abdomen. But even 
these projectiles furnish a certain number of rare and almost 
unaccountable exceptions. 

Much will depend upon the region through which the 
ball has penetrated, in estimating the chances that the 
viscera may have escaped. Thus it will be found that 
lesions of these organs occur most frequently in either of the 
hypogastric regions; and these wounds furnish the largest 
number of fatal results. In the remaining regions the 
serious internal lesion and the fatality of the wounds may 
be arranged upon a descending scale in nearly the follow- 
ing order :— Epigastric region umbilici, right and lefl 
lumbar, hynogastric, right and left inguinal. Indeed so 
frequently do the viscera escape injury when the ball has 
passed through the inguinal regions, we cannot but con- 
clude that, in very many of the examples, the missile has 
made its trajet below and outside of the reflections of the 
peritoneum. 

My notes furnish me with six of these fortunate cases, 
five of which occurred in the inguinal region, and in all of 
these latter the bones of the pelvis were penetrated; one 
occurred in the lower part of the left lumbar region, and 
the bones of the pelvis were not injured. The cases are as 
follows : — 

Case I. — Clement Grant, a private in the 22d N. Y. 
Vols., Inf, was wounded Sept. 17th, 1862, at Antietom! 
by a ball which entered the right CToin, above Poupart's 
ligament, between the external and internal inguinal rings, 
and escaped on the nates, a little to the outside of the right 
tuber ischii He walked one mile after being wounded. 
About three weeks after the receipt of the injury I saw tliis 
man at Frederick City, Md. The wound upon his nates 
was then discharging pus quite freely, and he only com- 
plained of occasional pains in the right thigh. It is pro- 
bable that some of the pelvic bones were broken, but no 
firagments bad escaped. None of the viscera of his abdo- 
men had suffered iiyury, and there was no tenderness over 
the abdomen, except near the anterior wound. 

Case IL— George Knoll, of the 7th Va. Vols., was 
wounded at WiUiamsburg Va., in May, 1862. A ball 
entered just back of the left trochanter major, and passing 
forwards and towards the centre of the body, made its 
escape in front near the situation of the internal abdominal 
ring. The wounds were treated with cool water dress- 
ings. He was only confined to his bed five days, and in a 
short time he returned to his regiment perfectly sound. I 
saw him after the battle of Antietain, lying in the hospital 
under treatment for a wound of the thigh which he had 
just received. 
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Case III.— Jasper Haynes, private, 157th N. Y. Vols., 11th 
corps, wounded at Gettysburg, first day (July 1, 1863), by 
a conical ball, which entered just above the anterior supe- 
rior spinous process of the ihum, on the left side, and 
escaped on the back, passing through the left side of the 
pelvis, near the sacrum. He immediately fell to the 
ground, and felt numb over his whole body and faint The 
wound bled very fi-eely, but he soon arrested the deeding 
by a silk handkerchief made into a wad and secured by a 
towel tied about the body. He lay upon the field twenty- 
four hours. No treatment was subsequently adopted, ex- 
cept the application of a piece of adhesive plaster and cool 
water dressings over the whole side of the abdomen. Peri- 
tonitis was developed within a short time, and then warm 
flaxseed poultices were substituted for the coLd water 
dressings. A number of fragments of bone have escaped, 
and other fragments can still be discovered in the woimd. 
Suppuration continues after the lapse of nine months. 
Faeces have never escaped through either wound. 

The firagments of bone in this case have, no doubt, per- 
petuated the suppuration ; and, as they came alone from 
the pelvis, near the point of exit of the ball, and must have 
lain between the bone and the interment, they ought to 
have been removed at the first dressing, by the isun^eon. 

Case IV. — A Confederate soldier of the 51st Ga. was 
Wounded at Antietam by a conical ball weighing one 
ounce. The baU entered back of the ri^t troOhanter and 
passed out through the left side of the abdomen in front, 
about opposite the internal abdominal ring. The patient 
found the ball projecting partly through the skin, and 
pulled it out himsdf. Twenty-three ^ays after, I found 
him free from fever and with but very little inflammation, 
the wounds discharging jnoderately. No fssod matter or 
urine had ever escaped by the wounds. He had been 
treated by rest and cool water dressings alone. 

Cask V. — While I was stationed at Yorktown, Va., on 
the staff of that gallant and vigilant officer, Major-General 
Keyes, the enemy made frequent attempts to surprise and 
drive in our outposts. On one of these occasions, the 9th 
of September, 1862, a force of rebel cavalry fell suddenly 
upon the camp of the 6th Pa. cavalry, stationed near Wil- 
Uamsburg. Among the wounded who were brought in 
and placed under my care was private Jacob Walter, who 
had received a round ball, perhaps a large pistol ball, 
through the ri^ht wing of his pelvis ; after penetratixig the 
bone it passed forward about four inches, and made its 
escape just in front of the anterior superior spinous process 
of the Uium. The hole through the bone was round and 
smooth, admitting easily the forefinger of my right hand ; 
and it was evident, from its course through the integuments 
muscle, and bone, as compared with its course after it had 
entered the cavity of the belly, that its direction had in 
some way been changed, the deflection ft^m its original 
coutse being, at the point of exit, at least fifteen degrees. 

The viscera of the abdomen were not wounded ; the 
shock from the injury was very slight ; and when I last 
saw this man, a few days later, the wounds were doing 
well 

Case VI.— On the same occasion I dressedi^e wounds 
of E. A. Hass, a private in the same regiment, who 
was shot through the lumbar region, on the left side, 
just above the top- of the pelvis, ttie wounds of entrance 
and of exit being about seven inches apart. In this case 
also the intestines were uninjured and the wounds closed 
rapidly. 

There are many cases in which we are not able to 
declare at once, in the first examination, whether the vis- 
cera have been ruptured or not It will seldom if ever be 
proper to introduce a probe or to lay open the wound for 
the sole purpose of deciding this point If blood passes by 
the stomach or bowels, or if the contents of the hoDow 
viscera escape externally, the diagnosis is clear ; the pre- 
sence or absence of tympanitis is also a sign of great im- 
portance, and in some cases the internal ^^ions can be 
plainly made out Very much may be inferred, moreover, 
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firom the severity of the symptoms and from their persist- 
ence or steady increase in gravity ; but it is possible that 
very grave symptoms may ensue, and even death may 
result speedOy, when there has been no such lesion. It will 
be impossible, therefore, in some instances, to make out the 
diagnosis fully until the results have been obtained, and 
even then it is oflen a negative rather than any positive 
testimony upon which we must rely. 

I£ then, no blood is thrown from the stomach or is passed 
by tne bowels ; if tJbe faintness, nausea, and prostration are 
only moderate ; if the patient suffers but little pain, and 
there is no tympanitis ; if the consequent peritoneal inflam- 
mation is not great and percussion nves no indication of 
efiusion ; finafly, if after the lapse oi several days none of 
the contents of the viscera are found to escape through the 
wounds and the general symptoms continue to improve, it 
will be fair to assume that no important internal organs 
have suffered serious lesion. And to this conclusion we shall 
arrive wit h additional assurance if the wound is situated in 
the inguinal region or in the lower part of the lumbar. 

The treatment of these injuries ought always, at least so 
long as a doubt remains in relatipn to the exact diagnosis, 
to be based upon the same principles which are to govern 
the treatment of gunshot wounds penetrating the viscera. 
After having made such an examination of the wound of 
entrance as may be necessary and proper to determine 
whether any foreign substance has entered and been left in 
the track near the point, both orifices should be immedi- 
ately closed. The patient should be laid in bed in such a 
position as to secure rest and relaxation of the muscles ; 
the stomach should be kept empty and the bowels quiet 
with opium ; warm fomentations should be applied, and 
such antiphlogistic remedies employed as the circumstances 
may indicate. In no case ought the probe or the fingers 
to be introduced beyond or through the walls of the abdo- 
men in search of foreign substances or for the purpose of 
determining the nature and extent of the injury. Upon 
all the?e points I shall speak more at length hereailer 
when treating of tliose examples in which the viscera have 
been a<rtually wounded. 

In tlje Jimnary number, for 1859, of the Buffalo Mediad 
Joumdif I f)ublished an account of a case of perforation of 
the belly by an iron rod, which occurred in the practice of 
Dr. Thioop, Luzerne Co., Pa. The report is substantially 
as follows : — In February, 1845, a young man, aged about 
twenty-five, a harness and saddle- maker by trade, got upon 
a table for the purpose of speaking through a trap-^)or 
with a shoemaker who occupied the room above him. The 
shoemaker, in sport, offered to throw a last at the saddler's 
head ; in dodging to avoid which, the latter lost his 
balance, falling forwards, and encountering in his descent 
an iron rod used for filling collars, which was four and 
a half feet in length, nearly half an inch in breadth at the 
point, and expanding rapidly to a breadth of five-eighths of 
an inch, but slightly flattened in the opposite diameter. 
The surface of the rod was rough, having been only 
recently forged by a common blacksmith. It entered the 
abdomen four inches below the umbilicus and two inches 
to the right ^ the median hue, and came out upon the 
back on the same side, two inches from tlie centre of the 
spine and about opposite the last dorsal vertebra. He 
immediately arose and pulled out the rod himself; he then 
walked across the street and sent for Dr. Throop ; Dr. T. 
examined the wouodj*, which had bled only a few drops, 
and closed them with adhesive plaster. The patient was 
ordered to be kept upon a low diet, and his bowels were 
to be moved occasionally by an enema. 

Dr. 4-. Knapp, who reported this case to me, saw him on 
the eighth d^y after th^ accident^ and found him sitting up 
in bed amusing hipiself ^itli his viohn. He declared that 
he had suffered no pain except a slight stinging sensation 
when he drew out the rod, and that he now felt no incon- 
venience except from hunger and the consequent exhaus- 
tion. Subsequently Dr. feiapp saw him at "work at his 
trade as U9ua\ his recovery being complete, 



Guthrie relates a very similar case, a soldier having 
been completely transfixed by a ramrod. The small end 
entered about two inches below the umbilicus, and, pene- 
trating the second lumbar vertebra, protruded an inch and 
a half on Uie opposite side. It was removed, and his 
recovery took place in a short time and without a single 
grave symptom. 
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OERTAIN POINTS IN TIM 

SURGICAL TREATMENT OF DISEASES OF 

THE RECTUM.* 
By W. H. VAN BUREN, M.D., 

PBOraSOK 09 AKATOMT IH THK IRDIOAL OKPABTlflEirr OF THB TOITSB- 

BITT OF TBS OITT OF NSW TOBK. 

My motive in asking the attention of the Academy to <w- 
tain points in the surgical treatment of diseases of the rectum 
is to elicit the experience of its members, and to determine 
the actual value of certain remedial measures I have em- 
ployed for some time past, which seem to me to possess a 
decided advantage over the modes of treatment in general 
use. I have- nothing original to propose, and shall simply 
give my own experience in carrying out the ideas of others, 
which have not received the degree of attention which 
they appear to me to deserve ; hoping thereby to contri- 
bute to the more ready relief of some of the most common 
and painful diseases encountered in the practice of our artb 

My first point involves the consideration of the best 
mode of 'exploring the rectum by the aid of the speculum. 
Before the employment of ansesthetics, even with the vari- 
ety of specula devised for the purpose, this procedure was, 
in my experience, unsatisfactory. The power of render- 
ing a patient unconscious has proved of immense assistance ; 
but, in order to effect the object thoroughly, it is necessary, 
after the full influence of the anaesthetic has been produced, 
to place the patient in a particular position, as well as to 
secure the best possible Ught The position which I have 
found most advantageous is that employed by our col- 
league. Dr. Marion Sims, in his very sucoessfiil operations 
upon the vagina and neck of the uterus, the superiority of 
which he first recognised and pointed out, as detailed in his 
paper on " Silver Sutures." 

The patient is placed with the upper part of the trunk 
in a prone position, the front of the thorax in contact with 
the oed or table, the head on its left side, the left arm 
brought out at the lefl side and carried behind the back, 
the pelvis on its left side, with the thighs flexed at a right 
angle, and the buttocks exposed towards the light, and 
elevated sufficiently to permit the abdominal viscera to 
gravitate towards the diaphragm. These details may seem 
unnecessarily minute, but those who have witnessed the 
operations of Dr. Sims will bear witness that they are 
easily carried out in practice, and that the position secures 
great advantages to the operator by permitting the air to 
enter and freely expand the vagina, thus reheved from the 
pressure of superincumbent organs. In exploration of the 
rectum the same advantages are obtained as soon as the 
sphincter ani is dilated by the introduction of the speculum. 
The speculum I employ is a modiflcation of that used for 
the vagina by Dr. Sims ; the modifications consisting in 
the notch at its angle intended to receive the sphincter 
muscle, and thus to resist the tendency of the instrument 
to shp out when the muscle is put upon the stretch, ami 
the alteration of the handle, which is so shaped as to dear 
the buttock when it is swept around, so as to bring all 
sides of the cavity of the gut into view. To facilitate still 
further this latter manoeuvre, and to protect the stretched 
mucous membrane from abrasion, the edges of the blade 
are carefully round ed and turned inwards. 

* Eosd bdfora the N. T. Aoademj of Medicine, December 141, 1868. 
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The speculum being introduced and the sphincter put 
upon the stretch with one hand, the other hand is used to 
^aw away the parts on the opposite side of the orifice ; 
and, the handle of the instrument being then eradually 
swept around, the li^t falls successively upon afi sides of 
the exposed and expanded cavity. By the use of this 
manipulation applied to a patient in the position just de- 
scribed, I have frequently obtained a satisfactory view of 
the whole extent of the cavity of the rectum as high as its 
upper curve. 

The next point to which I would ask your attention is 
the treatment oi fissure^ or, as Uie disease is more properly 
nAmed, irritable tdcer of the rectum. 

Fissure of the anus, or laceration of the mucous mem- 
brane of the rectum just within tlie anal orifice, is, I sus- 
pect, an accident of frequent occurrence, and it is almost 
mvariably produced at stool by the eflbrt of straining to 
extrude a mass of hardened feeces. Most simple fissures 
thus produced probably heal at once and give rise to no 
subsequent trouble ; but when the subject of the accident 
is in a disordered condition of system, or when the costive- 
ness persists, and the passage of the hardened stools is of 
constant recurrence, the fissure is prevented from heal- 
ing, and is transformed into an unhealthy and irritable 
ulcer, which soon becomes the seat of severe and stinging 
pain of a peculiar character, and singularly disproportioned 
m amount to the trifling extent of the lesion. This disease 
is well described by Curlmg, Quain, Ashton, and other writers 
on diseases of the rectum. The ulcer is generally, although 
not invariably, situated on the posterior wall of the gut, 
and it takes an oblong shape from that of the fissure in 
which it has its origin. In many cases its lower extremity 
can be brought into view by gently forcing apart the bor- 
ders of the anal orifice. ^ 

The treatment advised by the authorities above cited for 
this most painful affection comprises two plans. 

The first includes laxatives^ enemata, and escharotics or 
healing ointments applied directly to the ulcer. If these 
means do not succeed, and their success is a rather rare 
exception to the rule, division of the sphincter ani by the 
knife, as first proposed by the French surgeon, Boyer, 
many years ago, is the alternative. This remedy is gene- 
rally prompt and certain ; but it is a cutting operation, 
requiring some Uttle time for recovery, and patients, 
through exaggerated fear of the knife of the surgeon, will 
often continue to suffer rather than submit to it There is 
another operation, not involving the use of the knife, and 
bloodless in character, which is equally prompt and sure, 
and which need not confine the patient to his bed more 
than a single day. I refer to forcible dUatcUion of the 
sphincter ani muscle. This process has been employed, I 
am awarCj by several of my surgical friends ; but I think 
that its simplicity, safety, and thorough efiSciency as a 
substitute for the knife is not as generally appreciated by 
the profession as it should be. According to my belief, it 
is the proper remedy for the disease under consideration, 
and a glance at the pathology of irritable ulcer and the 
physiological condition of the sphincter muscle, will, I 
think, establish the position. 

The immediate cause of the peculiar and insupportable 
pain of an irritable ulcer of the rectum is the constant and 
mvoluntary spasmodic contraction of the sphincter ani 
muscle, by which the sensitive sore is continually squeezed 
and pinched. This explanation is in accordance with the 
latest pathological researches. In the Transactions of 
the Academy of Sciences of Paris, of the eighth of June 
last, the result of certain experiments made in hb labora- 
tory bv MM. Gianuzzi and Newrocki was presented by 
Prof. Bernard, of the College of France, as to the " influ- 
ence of the nerves upon the sphincters of the urinary 
bladder and anus." This is their conclusion : — 

" The preceding experiments appear to us to demonstrate 
that the sphincter muscles of the bladder and anus are,during 
hfe, in a constant state of tonic or involuntary muscular con- 
traction, which state is due to the influence of their nerves." 



Now, it is fair to infer that the presence of a painful 
ulcer, seated on that portion of the mucous membrane of 
the rectum which is grasped bjr its sphincter muscle, 
through the medium of reflex action, greatly intensify the 
nervous influence which stimulates this contraction. And 
the fibres of the muscle thus stimulated to constantly 
increased spasmodic effort are continually subjecting the 
already tender sore to the mechanical violence of compres- 
sion and bruising, by which it is at the same time prevent- 
ed fropi healing and rendered so exquisitely painful. It 
must also be remembered, as shown by Todd and Bowman, 
and Brown-Sequard, that the fibres of a muscle, when 
stimulated to action, either by the will directly, or indirectly 
by reflex irritation, do not contract simultaneously and 
then relax altogether ; but that each separate fasciculus or 
bundle of ultimate fibres (the aggregate of which make up 
the muscle) contracts and relaxes by itself, each, to a cer- 
tain degree, independently of its neighbor ; and thus, like 
the keys of^ a piano under the fingers of a rapid performer, 
all these separate fasciculi, as long as the stimulating cause 
continues, are playing in succession upon the painful ulcer. 

The pain thus produced varies both in degree and in 
duration. It may be slight and transient, or it may be 
almost insupportable in severity, and last eight or ten 
hours. The act of defecation itself is often accompanied 
by a slight degree only of soreness, and there is generally 
an interval of ease after the defecation before the pecuUar 
pain of the disease sets in, and this interval is longer if the 
stool be solid in consistence. 

If this view be correct as to the cause of the pain in 
this disease, it follows that any means by which the con- 
tractile power of the sphincter is interrupted or tempora- 
rily abolished will relieve it at once. Its division by the 
knife illustrates the fact. Now, it is well known that for- 
cible stretching of muscular tissue will temporarily impair 
its contractility. The paralysis of the bladder which so 
often follows its over-distension in retention of urine, is an 
example of this. And thus it is explained why forcible 
dilatation or stretching of the anal orifice arrests at once 
the pain of an irritable ulcer of the rectum, and is followed 
by its speedy cure. That this result is safe, sure, and reli- 
able, can only be demonstrated by clinical facts, and these 
I will endeavor to furnish. 

Richard Quain, in his excellent treatise on diseases of 
the rectum, after stating that the interval that elapses 
between the evacuation of the bowels and the occurrence 
of pain varies from ten minutes to two hours, adds : *' I 
cannot explain at all satisfactorily why an interval of time 
elapses between the application of the exciting cause and 
its effect ; nor can I account for tlie variations in its length.'* 
To me it seems plain that the dilatation to which the ori- 
fice of the anus is subjected by the extrusion of fbces dur- 
ing the act of defecation is sufficient to prevent the fibres 
of the sphincter muscle from resuming their full tonic 
contractility for a short interval, and that the length of the 
interval depends entirely upon the size and hardness of the 
mass extruded, and the amount of stretching to which the 
orifice has been subjected. 

Now, the operation of forcible dilatation, as I have been 
in the habit of performing it, by introducing the two 
thumbs into the anus, flexing them so as to include the 
breadth of the sphincter muscle, and then, taking a pur- 
chase with the outstretched hands ^om either buttock, 
drawing them forcibly asunder until arrested by the ischial 
tuberosities, effects such a stretching of its fibres as to pa- 
ralyse the sphincter for at least a week, during which time 
the ulcer assumes a healthy appearance and rapidly heals, 
the pain ceasing entirely from the time of the operation. 

Case. — ^A gentleman of 46 was undtr my care for chro- 
nic phthisis in 1^1, and, through change of diet and habits, 
and removal to the country, improved very much in 
hetdth. Early in the present year ne came to tlie city for 
relief, having relapsed for several months in consequence of 
suffering severe "agonizing'* pidn after going to stool, 
which had led him to neglect the calls of nature. His 
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appetite was gone, and he was losing flesh. The present 
to!Ouble has its origin in costiveness. He had no great pain 
at the time of defecation, but aboat half an hour aherwards 
an indescribible smarting, stinging, and boring pain would 
come on, and last for three or lour hours. I suspected the 
caose of his trouble, and the next day, with the assistance 
of Dr. Foster Swift, had him etherized, and explored his 
rectum. On its coccygeal aspect, just within the verge of 
the anu& we saw an imheaitby looking ulcer, about the 
size of tne flnger-nail, with elevated edges and a dirty, 
yellowish surface. I stretched the anus with the thumbs, 
m the manner above described, and ordered a dessert-spoon- 
ful of castor ol at bed-time. The operation was followed 
by no pain, and the next morning he had a stool without 
pain — "just the slightest possible feeling of soreness" — as 
he described it, and much to his gratification there was 
none of the " agony" afterwards. It has never returned ; 
and with proper care he has regained a very fair condition 
of health. He was confined to the house one single day. 
Case. — An English lady of 35 was sent to me by my 
friend Dr. Sabine, in 1861. She had been suffering exces- 
sive pain after defecation for more than a year, to relieve 
which she had resorted to the use of opium m considerable 
quantities. She was a woman of strong character and 
excellent morale, and, mortified by the habit she had 
acq^uired, she had determined to break it, and bear the 
'' bitter pain," as she termed it, by embarking on a voyage 
to China to join her husband, without any opium in her 

r>8session, and with this resolution had come to New York, 
examined the rectum, and finding an ulcer in the same 
part of the gut as in the last case, dilated the sphincter on 
the root A thrombus about the size of an English wal- 
nut lormed around one side of the anus within a few 
minutes after the operation, but she complained of no after- 
pains. The next morning, accustomed to their use, she 
took an enema of tepid flaxseed tea, had a free evacuation, 
with very slight inconvenience, and no return of the 
" bitter pain." She went out every day, complained of 
little or no local soreness, and started on her voyage with- 
out any opium, and without any necessity for its use. 

The thrombus in this case resulted from the rupture of a 
superficial vein. I have also, in several instances, lace- 
rated the mucous membrane in dilating the anus, but have 
never seen the slightest trouble follow either of these acci- 
dents. The paralysed and quiescent condition of the 
sphincter after dilatation secures rest and protection from 
yiolence to the parts within its grasp, and the process of 
repair takes place at once, and is rapidly completed. 

Case. — ^A perfectly healthy young lady was married at 
22, and within a month after her marriage injured herself 
whilst straining at stool. From this time the act of defe- 
cation was always followed at a variable interval by in- 
tense and insupportable pain of several hoards' duration. 
To avoid this she resisted the desire to hare a passage, and 
gradually lengthened the interval to a week or ten days, 
when she would take a dose of medicine and suffer for 
twen'^-four hours. She was treated in a western city 
at dif^rent times for piles and stricture, and was even sus- 
pected to have cancer, but, procuring no relief she finally 
came to this city last spring, having sufiered more than two 
years. She described her sufiering after stool as excruciat- 
ing ; it lasted fi^m eight to ten hours. Her husband told 
me that sexual intercourse brought on her pain. I found 
the sphincter ani very much contracted, but the introduction 
€£ the finger discovered none of the hardness of cancer, 
nor any eyidence of stricture within its reach ; but a rough 
and exquisitely sensitive spot towards the coccyx suggest- 
ed the existence of irritable uloer. With the assistance 
of my friend Dr. Emmet^ she was etherised, and by the 
aid of the speculum the ulcer was brought readily into 
view, presenting the appearance described m a former case. 
There was no other evidence of rectal disease. I dilated 
the sphincter at once and thoroughly, and in doing so pro- 
doced two Unear lacerations of the mucous membrane, 
eoeh three-quartera of an ineh in length. Very dight 



soreness followed, and the next day, by the aid of a dose 
of castor oil, she had several large passages, which, for tiie 
first time in two years, were followed by no pain wnatever. 
At my next visit her expressions of gratitude and surprise 
were very pleasant. At the end of a week we again used 
the speculum, and found the irritable-lookin? ulcer trans- 
formed into an innocent, healthy sore, witn thin white 
edges and a granulating centre, presenting half its previous 
size. The lacerations produced by the operation had en- 
tirely healed, leaving no trace. She used daily enemata 
for another week, and then a dinner pill at nij^ht, as re- 
quired, and when she left the city at the end of a month^ 
was perfectly well. 

Her long continued and severe suffering had giyen to 
this lady*s face a painful expression, characteristic of her 
disease; and her complexion was sallow from habitual 
constipation. After her cure, the change in her appearance 
was remarkable. 

I have been asked whether the paralysis of the sphinc- 
ter ani, produced by forcible dilatation, is ever followed 
by incontinence or loss of control over the contents of the 
lower bowel. The relaxed and flabby appearance of the 
orifice of the anus after the operation certainly suggests 
this idea, and the fact that when the patient is asked to 
contract bis sphincter by voluntary effort he generally 
expresses his inability to do so, looks in the same direction* 
But, in answer to the question, I must say that in upwards 
of twenty cases which have come under ray observation. 
1 have never seen any indications of incontinence, and 
that I believe the internal sphincter to be equal to any 
emergency likely to arise during the temporary suspension 
of the functions of the more powerful external musde. 

I have reason to believe that in some cases th€lnuscular 
ibres of the sphincter are actually ruptured or torn in the 
stretching process ; but no harm or delay in the cure has 
resulted from this. My colleague, Dr. W. R. Donaghe, 
tells me that, after doin^ the operation, he once felt dis- 
tinctly through a laceration in the mucous membrane of 
the rectum a gap in the substance of the sphincter. The 
case did well, and the cure was perfect.* 

This remedial measure has a wider application than to 
the treatment of irritable uloer of the rectum. In inflamed 
hsemorrhoidal tumors, or any painful inflammatory affSec- 
tions of the anus, where the spasmodic contractions of the 
sphincter constitute the principal source of the pain and 
obstruction to the circulation, the stretching of the sphinc* 
ter, with or witho ut the intervention of an antesthetic, 

* The following is a not« of Br. Donagke's case, i^feh lie hae kindly 
ftarniabed me :— 

Cabs.— Timothy MeMahon, aged 4Si, a stoat, well hnilt laborer, came to 
the Demllt Diepentary, August 1, 1802, complaining of '^pain la the lower 
end of his bowel after a paBsace.*^ He stated that hla bow^ had been 
gmierally regular, and that during the last tovr years he had been troubled 
with bleeding ouce or twice a Fear, lasting four or five days. His present 
complaint began six months before his ^slt to the dispensary. He said 
that ne had a passage every morning, causing some sense of soreaeas as It 
came out, and that when it was over, foithovi aitfr inUrwiL there began 
^ a great pain,^ which he likened to that felt by a woman tn labor ; that It 
lasted about four hours; that after Its cessation he felt perfectly well until 
the next day ; but when the pain was upon him he could do nothing, so great 
was hi$ suffering, and consequently he had been obliged to give up his 
daily labor. On examination with a rectal speculum 1 found several small 
Internal piles; and In front of the coccyx, on the upper part of the mucooa 
membrane lining the external n)hincter, there was a small round ulcer, a 
little larger than half a pea, with a reddish and ungranulatlDg surfiftce and 
slightly thickened edgea. I touched it thoroughly with nitrate of ailvert 
but without relict On August 28d I gave him ether, and, introducing the 
index and middle fingers of both hands into the rectum, 1 pre«8ed slowlj^ 
but firmly towards the tuberosities of thelschia. Durinr tms movement 
I felt a distinct sensation of something giving way, which 1 supposed to 
be the sphincter muscle. After this occurrence there was nu furtner resiat- 
anoe. but the maigin of the anus beinuone very lax. I examiBed with 
my finger towards the coccyx, and recognised a distinct laceration of Ita 
mucous membrane, the rough edges of which could be easily felt; the 
Joint of my finger imbedded Itself In the submucous cellular tissue. He 
complained of severe pain when the eflfects <^ the ether paaed off, and I 
gave him a grain of opium. On the third and fourth days he had passages, 
and said that the ^ straining was not felt" On the eighth day I saw him 
again. He had hsd a passige avery dav without subsequent suiferinc. I 
examined the part with a Sioos speculum. In ttont of the coccyx uera 
was a vertical, oblone sore about three-quarters of an inch in length and 
half an inch In breadth, covered with healthy granulations. 1 did not sea 
him asain for several weeks, at the end of vrhicL time exaulnatton showed 
that the sore had enUrelv healed and the mucous membrane was in a stata 
of peifect integrity. I nave seen him a number of times during this year 
(186S), and he baa bad noUgn of ralapaaw 
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will afford prompt and certain relief. It is equally appli- 
cable to the affection described by some authors as " spasm/' 
and by others as " painful contraction" of the sphmcter* 
and also in the ^^ neuralgia of the anus" of nervous subjects 
and hysterical women. 

I have been in the habit for several years past of employ- 
ing this manoeuvre after the operation for the cure or hee- 
morrhoidal tumors, whether by ligature or the use of the 
ecrcueur. The result has been ^ways favorable. The 
patient is entirely saved from the severe pain, generally 
lastiBg .several days, which is caused by the pinching of 
the tender and inflamed parts by the spasmodic contrac- 
tions of the irritable sphincter. By throwing it out of 
play, the suffering after the operation is reduced to a very 
moderate degree of local soreness, and the necessity for the 
employment of the catheter, through sympathetic disturb- 
ance of the sphincter of the bladder, is abolished. 

Case. — I was requested by Dr. R. F. Clow, of W. 27th 
street, to see one of his patients, who had been suffering 
for many years with " bleeding piles," and who was at the 
time confined to his bed with a very painful aggravation of 
his malady. I found a gentleman of thirty, ptJe, nervous, 
and broken down by loss of blood, complaining bitterly of 
throbbing and lancinating pain at the anus, accompanied 
by almost constant desire to go to stooL When he did so, 
he voided nothing but a little bloody mucus without relief; 
and this had lasted more than a week. On placing him in 
a position in which I could inspect the parts, I found a 
mass of inflamed rectum and bssmorrhoidal tumors pro- 
truding beyond and embraced by the sphincter ; and de- 
tected also an elongated and unhealthy ulcer situated 
between two of the tumors. I greased my thumbs and 
gently introduced first one, and then the other, into the 
orifice in the centre of the protruding mass, and, grasping 
either buttock with the outstretched fingers, steadily and 
forcibly stretched the sphincter muscle. The pain was not 
as severe as might be supposed, and he allowed me to 
reduce the inflamed parts within the orifice. I promised 
him relief from his pain, and advised an operation for the 
radical cure of his piles and prolapse as soon as the inflam- 
mation should have subsided, and meanwhile that he should 
use a daily injection of tepid flaxseed tea with a Davidson's 
tube, to secure soft stools. At the end of a week I was 
informed that my operation had reheved the severe pain, 
and that he was ready to have his tumors removed. 1 ex- 
plored his rectum the next day under ether, and found, in 
addition to the haemorrhoids, not less than tnree ulcers, not 
very unhealthy in appearance, and situated between the 
tumors. I applied the ligature to four tumors, and finished 
by dilating the sphincter a second time. The patient had 
no severe pain after the operation, recovered rapidlv under 
the iudicious care of Dr. Cflow, and presented himself to me 
at the end of a month entirely well and very much im- 
proved in health and appearance. He had a daily stool 
without pain, protrusion, or loss of blood, and was exceed- 
ingly ^teful tor the result. 

i might continue to relate cases in which forcible dilata- 
tion of the sphincter ani has been employed with results 
not differing from ^ose already stated, out fear to tire vour 
patience. The cases I have described embrace most of the 
prominent points in connexion with the operation which 
my experience furnishes. I will only add that I have 
acquired great confidence in its efficiency as a substitute for 
the knife, and that its simplicity and the facility with which 
it is effected, together witn its wide range of application as 
a prompt remedy in a common and very painful class of 
diseases, appear to me to justify its more general adoption 
as an estabhahed operation of surgery. 

This operation was originally proposed by Recamier, of 
Paris, but I have been unable to fina any record of its em- 

• Borer, Tra4U d4t Maladist Ohk-waicalM, «te. 4th edltioii. Tome 
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ployment by his immediate successors. Some fifteen years 
ago I saw in the Gazette des Hdpitavx^ of Paris, a proposi- 
tion on the part of Maisonneuve to cure fissure of tne anus 
by introducing the hand into the rectum, closing it firmly, 
and then withdrawing the closed fist by main force. Tnis 
mode of operating met with no favor, although Maison- 
neuve states that he employed it successfully. Shortly after 
this I was told by my fhend Professor Metcalfe, of this dt^, 
that he had stretched the sphincter ani in painful oonm- 
tions of the anus with benent. 

Sedillot) in his Operative Surgery, published in Paris in 
1855 , speaks of forced dilatation as a remedy for fissure 
of the anus, and describes an operative process, but pfives 
no results. Kelaton, of Paris, also alludes to it in highly 
favorable terms as worthy of trial since the discovery of 
ansssthesia, but gives no experience. I have heard of its 
employment in this city by Dr. Gurdon Buck, Dr. John 
Burke, of East Broadway, Dr. Isaac Cummings, and others. 

On the other hand, I can find no allusion to it in any of 
the English works on Diseases of the Rectum. 



CASE OF EQUINEA. 

BEPORTED BT 

JOHN A. SPENCER, F.R.C.S.I. 

SVSOSOH 89th XSGOnNT (k. y.\ 8d bsigadb, ttlse*s Dxvmojc, 9iD 

AAMT 00RP8, PAIKPAX tTATIOlT, TA. 

Peteb Brxnkan, 8St 46, of intemperate habits, a private in 
Company K, 69th Regt, was admitted into hospital on 
March 23, 1864. 

Symptoms on Admission, — Pain, referred to the lower 
ribs on the left side, weakness, muscular trembling, cos- 
tiveness. Pulse 75, fair; tongue moist and clean* tem- 
perature of skin normal ; respiratory murmur and rnythm 
of heart natural. B Magn. Sulph. J i. 

History of the Case. — On the 15th inst Brennan came to 
me with the statement that he was detailed to attend to 
an officer's horse, but that for the past few days he had 
not felt able to ao his duty. Nothing abnormal could be 
detected on examination, and there were no data upon which 
to act, save the man*s own story — tliat he did not feel well, 
and had a pain in his side ; the question then arose, as to 
whether he was malingering, or suffering fi*om pleurodynia. 
Finally it was decided to give him the benefit of the doubt, 
and accordingly he was relieved from duty for a few days 
and ordered to report occasionally, the following being 
prescribed : R Ext colch. fl. 10 min. ; every two hours till it 
operates. R. Morphise sulph. gr. ss. each night at bed-time. 
On the 18th he came again, saying that he still felt unweU, 
though the pain was partially relieved ; on this occasion a 
blister was applied to the affected part His next visit 
was on the 20tn, his complaint the same : R. Quin. sulph. 
gr. v. ter in die. The coichicum to be discontinued. On 
the 23d he was sent to hospital by Dr. Nealis, the Assistant 
Surgeon, who saw him in camp ; he had to be oairiecl 
thither on a stretcher. 

Daily Reports, — ^March 24tb. — He lies sunk down in the 
bed, on his back, with the knees drawn up; pul«e 80, 
weaker than yesterday ; tongue shows some disposition to 
dryness about the centre ; does not answer at once when 
addressed ; spei^ of having great thirst ; trembles Uke one 
in an ague fit : has had no ngor, as far as can be ascertained. 
Ordered the " Imperial" drink to be given him at intervals ; 
a pint of beef tea tor dinner. R Liq. ammon. acet, a table- 

rnfiil every third hour. 25th. — There is a dusky red hue 
it the nose and forehead ; pulse 88, weak and compres- 
sible : tongue brown and dry in centre, red at edges and 
tip ; bowels acted freely last night ; motion healthy. Liq. 
ammon. acet to be discontinued. R. Sp. frumenti J ii.. 
quin. sulph. gr. v., four times a day ; body to be sponged 
with tepid water : hair to.be cut close to the head. 26th. — 
Perspired profusely yesterday evening; the trembling per- 
sistent ; pulse 80, not so weak as before ; tonrue brown 
and dry ; there are three unhealthy-looking pustules noticed 
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on the face, one at the root of the nose, between the eye- 
brows, almost large enough to fill this space, another on 
the forehead, and a third on the upper hp, below the left 
nostriL These three are precisely alike in appearance, and 
are each surrounded by a broad, dark Hyid margin. The 
attendant reports that the patient " wandered*' during the 
night Whiskey and quinme as before. 27th. —Last night 
he passed the feces inyoluntarily; answers incoherently 
when spoken to ; pulse 90, irregular and thread-like. Thel 
pustules noticed on the face yesterday have broken and dis- 
charged a thin, reddish, samous fluid. The integument of 
the back is of a Uvid color, and there are patches of a simi- 
lar hue on the lower limbs, which are also covered with 
pustules of about twice the size of those in small-pox ; the 
scalp, too, is studded with these pustules. On the upper 
and anterior part of the left thigh is a tumour from one and 
a half to two inches in diameter ; it is moderately hard, and 
if touched, the patient, semi-conscious, cries out. 8 p.m., 
pulse 120, intermittent; his faeces pass from him so fre- 
quently that it is necessary to have an India-rubber blanket 
kept under him and changed constantly; it is remarked 
that these dischar^s are very offensive. Directed a reli- 
able man to remain up with him through the night and to 
give him an ounce of whiskey each hour as long as he could 
swallow. 28th, 8 a.m.— Could with difficulty swallow the 
stimulant 10.30 a.m. Died comatose. No autopsy. The 
following pointy connected with the case, may perhaps be 
considered worthy of attention : — 

1. The absence of any marked febrile disturbance up to 
an advanced period of the disease. 2. The earher symp- 
toms simulating rheumatism. 3. The true nature of the 
affection being so completely masked tiU the pustules, etc., 
made their appearance. 4. The absence of Uie more aggra- 
vated symptoms of the disease in consequence, I Uiink, of 
the poison acting upon the brain, and destroying life by 
that or^n before the more horrible details of " glanders" 
had. as it were, time to be developed. 

Before closing it is necessary to state that the horse 
Brennan had attended was, beyond all doubt, glandered, 
though in a sub-acute form. The animal (which I exa- 
mined) had a persistent purulent discharge from the nos- 
trils ; small chancrous ulcers on the mucous lining mem- 
brane of those cavities, pustules on the skin, and the glands 
under the jaw were swollen, tender, and aciherent 
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CLAY GENERAL HOSPITAL, LOUISVILLE, KY. 

CASBS OF CSREBBO-SPINAL MENINGITIS, 
Oommnnioated bj Alkx. T. Watsok, M.D., U.8.T., Boi^eon in Charge. 

Case L— Reported by Fred. C. Leber, AA. Suro. U.S.A. 
— Alfred Lockwood, a private of the 41st RegL Ohio Vols, 
was admitted into Branch A, Clay GenenS Hospital on 
March 25, 1864, at eleven o'clock a.m., from the Military 
Prison in this city. I saw him immediately after admis- 
sion. No previous history. I found him lying upon his 
bed, apparently in a semi-comatose condition, the head 
slightly drawn back, and the muscles of the neck rigid 
The eyes were iniected, the pupils dilated and fixed. The 
temperature of the skin was normal, excepting the scalp 
where it was comparatively increased. Pressure made 
over the cervical vertebra gave conclusive evidence of pain. 
Pulse 90, soft and lull ; respiration tranquil ; tongue coat- 
ed with a whitish, cream-like fur; no vomiting; abdomen 
slightly tympanitic. When roused and questioned regard- 
ing himself or relatives, he would invariably give the same 
answer. When placed upright upon his feet, he would 
reel and stagger like a person under the influence of intoxi- 
cating drink, l^eaimeni,— Six cups to be applied to nape 
of neck and temples, and eieht ounces of blood to be ex- 
tracted. The head to be kept constantly covered with 



cold cloths. A drop of oL tiglii, made into a pill with 
bread crumbs, to be administered every hour, until his 
bowels are thoroughly evacuated. March 26th. — The 
nurse informs me uiat the patient has been very restless 
and talkative during the fore part of the night, but slept 
a little towards morning. Four drops of croton oil had 
been given, which produced three lar^ evacuations. He 
has also passed a large quantity of high-colored urine ; and 
I may here remark that during the whole course of the 
disease, the secretion of urine was increased. There is 
some improvement in the patient's condition ; he is more 
rational, and answers questions put to him regarding his 
age, place of residence, etc., etc., pertinently and cor- 
rectly. When left to himself he falls, however, into a 
state of busy, talkative delirium, and in his delirium he 
frequently carries the hand across his forehead, and cries 
out, " Oh^ my head, it pains me so bad I" He is veiy rest^ 
less, moving and tossing himself about in bed, and it re- 
quires the constant attention of one man to prevent him 
from falling out on the floor. Other symptoms the same 
as day before. B. Tart emetic, gr. ij. ; tali nitrici 3ss; 
Aqusd Jiv. M. A tablespoonful eveiy two hours. 
March 27th. — During the night spots of irregular shape 
and various size made their appearance on various parts of 
the body. These spots are of a dark livid hue, not ele- 
vated above the surface, and do not disappear on pressure. 
They are thinly scattered over the entire surface, thicker 
around the joints, and most abundant on the lower extre- 
mities. The patient has been very restless during the 
night, throwing off his bed-clothes and making ineffectual 
attempts to get out of bed. His mind is now constantly 
wandering, and he does not recognise the physician, nor 
does he answer to a direct question. There is decided 
opisthotonos. The muscles of the neck are rigid and ten- 
der, and when attempt is made to raise him up in bed, he 
cries out from pain. The pupils are contracted ; the whole 
face, but especially the hps and alas of the nose, is of a 
dusky hue ; tongue coated with a yellowish white fur ; 
bowels have operated once during the night, and he has 

Eassed urine freely. There is evidently increased thirst, as 
e frequently calls for water. When food is presented to 
him he takes it greedily. Pulse 96. soft;, and rather weak ; 
respiration natural. 1 requested Surgeon Alex. T. Wat- 
son, U.S. v., and A. A. Surgeon D. Cummins, U.S.A., to 
see the patient, which they had the kindness to do. At 
their suggestion, croton oil was rubbed in over the entire 
length of the spinal cord. The medicine and cold appli- 
cations to heaa to be continued. March 28th. — The pa- 
tient is no better ; has passed a restless night, with no 
sleep : spots have somewhat faded since yesterday ; 
bowels have not acted since night before last, but has 
passed urine freely ; the right pupil is irregularly dilated, 
the left contractea ; other symptoms same as day before. 
The croton oil did not produce the desired effect^ in conse- 
qu3nce of which it was reapplied. Tartar emetic mixture 
to be discontinued. A tablespoonful of the following 
medicine to be taken every fourth hour: B. Potassii 
iodidi 3j. ; aq. disL, Jiv.; M. To have beef- tea. 
March 29th.— The report to-day is that the patient rested 
somewhat more comfortably during the nighty but did not 
sleep. Nevertheless, he is perceptibly growing weaker, 
and it is evident, from the symptoms, that the case is 

E regressing towards a fatal termination. The croton oil 
as not produced a very copious eruption, although tho- 
roughly applied. Pulse 106 per minute, soft and weak ; 
tongue coated with a brownish black fur in the centre, but 
still moist. His bowels have not moved since the 27tb, 
and there is now retention of urine. Abdomen tympa- 
nitic ; there is no sensible increase of temperature ; the 
right pupil is still dilated, the left oscillating, and it is also 
ol^rved that there is occasional subsultus tendinuro. 
Ordered the iod. potassii to be continued, and a teaspoon- 
ful of tlie following mixture to be given every two hours : 
R. Tinct. hyoscyami J ss. j aq. camphor» § ij. M. March 
30tli, — At my evening visit yesterday, I ordered the nurse 
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to give the patient a few more of the pills of croton oil, 
with a view to empty his bowels, and although four of ^e 
pills were administered, they did not have the desired 
effect Purgative enemata proved equally useless in over- 
coming the obstinate constipation. The patient has now 
assumed the dorsal position, with his thighs and legs semi- 
flexed: the toes flexed upon his feet, and the thumbs con- 
tracted and drawn into the palm of the hands. The 
subsultus has increased, and the patient is now constantly 
picking at the bed-clothes. His delirium is of a more 
passive character ; he is incessantly talking ; and his arti- 
colation is becoming difficult. His tongue is covered with 
a black crusty and his lips and teeth with sordes. Treat- 
ment to be continued ; the head to be shaved, and a fly- 
blister to be applied to the entire scalp. March 31. — 
Morning visit. The patient is fast sinking. The pupils 
are irregularly dilated ; the eyes hoUow and sunken ; the 
tongue cannot be projected ; pulse 130 per minute, small 
and weak; the hmda and feet are livid and cold; the 
abdomen is excessively tympanitic; there is a short, hack- 
ing cough. Auscultation reveals hypostatic congestion of 
the lun^. Slight bronchial rattles are audible. Discon- 
tinue aU former treatment R. Amm. carb. 3 iss. : pulv. 
g. arab. 3 ij. ; tr. opii 3j. ; aq. dist J iv. ; M. A 
table^oonful every second hour. To have J j. of sherry 
wine every third hour. Evening visit — On approaching 
the patient's bed it became evident that he was dyin^. 
The countenance is haggard and death-like; the eyehds 
are half open, the eyebaUs immovably fixed, and the cornea 
has a duU, glazed appearance; the pulse is very rapid, 
irregular, and hardly perceptible; deglutition is entirely 
lost; the surface is covered with a cold^ clammy sweat; 
respiratory movements are short and rapid, and the bron- 
chial rattles are audible all over the room. Died at five 
o'clock A.M., April 1st N.B. — ^It is hardly necessary to 
state that during the latter part of the disease his urine 
was regularly drawn off by means of the catheter. SecUo 
Cadaveri»^-4en hours after death, — ^The brain and spinal 
cord alone were examined. The dura mater was attached 
to the arachnoid in several places by recent adhesions. 
The arachnoid was thickened, and had lost its glossy ap- 
pearance throughout its whole extent Between it and 
the pia mater was a yellow, purulent mass, which was 
accumulated in the sulci of the cerebrum. The vessels of 
the pia mater were enormously distended with black, fluid 
blood. The fluid in the subarachnoid space was shghtly 
turbid, and in larger quantity than is usually found. The 
ventricles were not distended, nor did they present any 
unusual appearance. The arachnoid of the spinal cord was 
inflamed throughout its whole extent In the redon of 
the third or fourth dorsal vertebra was found a collection 
of thin pusL measuring about half an ounce. Here the 
substance of the cord was decidedly softened : above and 
below it appeared healthy. I have to add that the sub- 
stance of the brain was congested. P.S. — On the morning 
of the patient's death, I was temporarily relieved fi'om 
duty in this hospital, and sent to Madison, Indiana, in 
charge of some sick who were being transferred to that 
point Consequently A. A. Surgeon R. Wirth had the 
Kindness to perform the post-mortem operation, and the 
description of the lesions found is by him. 

Cask II. — REPORTEn by R Wirth, A. A. Surg. U.S.A. — 
Private John L. Smith, of Co. E, 74th Ohio Infantry, was 
admitted in the aflemoon of March 25th, during my tem- 
porary absence firom the hospital. I saw him about half 
an hour after admission, and found him delirUma and 
unable to give an intelligent account of himself. From the 
steward I ascertained that he came from the barracks, and 
was on his way to the front He had given his age as 
nineteen years, but could onl^ with difficulW be prevailed 
on to state his place of residence, name of relations, etc. 
In fact, his mind was confused when he entered the hospi- 
tal. In his delirium he pointed to his forehead and tem- 
ples as the seat of violent pain; the face was flushed and 
ausky ; the eyes injected, and the pupils fixed in a medium 



state of contraction : the tongue was covered with a white 
fur, which changea rapidly to a dry, brown crust; the 

Eulse was rapid, full, but not hard; he breathed rapidly, 
nt on examination of the chest, I found not the slightest 
evidence of inflammation. There was no vomiting nor 
pain in any part of the abdomen. His delirium was of a 
rather humorous character; he was very restless and 
wanted to ^t up, but was easily persuaded to keep his 
bed. In his attempts to get up, he staggered as if under 
the influence of intoxicating hquor. Ordered: the 
head to be shaved and cold applied ; blood to be extract- 
ed from the temples and the nape of the neck by cups. 
R Magn. sulph. Jj. ; tart emet., gr. j. ; aquse Oj;^M. To 
be given at once. R. Tart emetic, gr. vj. ; potass, nitrat 
3j. ; aque Jiv. ; M. Tablespoonful to be given every 
two hours. The cupping had not the slightest effect on 
his condition ; the' cold applications to his head seemed to 
ease him somewhat ; at any rate, he did not resist or re- 
move the dloth- During the night there was no appre- 
ciable change in his condition ; he remained restless and 
did not sleep. His bowels had moved but once. March 
26th, nine o clock a.m. — ^His pulse was slightly reduced in 
frequency (from 130 to 120), and the pain in the head 
seemed to be less violent As there was still great heat 
and dryness of skin, I ordered the medicine and cold 
applications to be continued, and cold, acid drinks given 
as oflen as he desired it Though the tongue was very 
dry, he seemed not to suffer from thirst, and he dranfe 
water^ milk, or lemonade, without apparently noticing 
the difference. During the night of March 26th to 27th, 
he was again restless and did not close his eyes. The 
report of me nurses was that he talked incessantly, and 
attempted repeatedly to get up. At nine o'clock, March 
27th, I found him awake ; his eyes looked dull and heavy, 
and the face somewhat paler; the teeth and lips were 
covered with black sordes, and the mouth filled with a 
tenacious mucus ; he protruded his tongue at my request 
with difficulty, and seemed to have lost the control over 
it; though he talked continually, he could not articulate. 
The muscles of the neck were rigid and painful to the 
touch ; the head was drawn back, and he cried out firom 
pain when I made an attempt to bend it forward ; he 
could not raise himself in bed, nor would he suffer himself 
to be raised. The pulse was considerably reduced in 
volume, but not in frequency ; the bowels had not moved 
since the night before last ; he had passed the urine twice 
in his bed, apparently in large quantities. On examina- 
tion, I found tlie bladder almost empty. There were now 
visible on different parts of his body, but principally about 
the neck and upper part of the chesty dark-colored, irregu- 
lar patches or ipoXA of different hue and size. They were 
not elevated, and had the appearance of extravasated 
blood under a thick cuticle. Ordered : 9 . Olei ricini 5 ii. ; 
olei tiglii, gtt. iv. • M. Tablespoonful to be given until tlie 
bowels move. Emplastrum contharidis over the whole 
scalp. * Dry cups to be apphed to the back, and afterwards 
croton oil to be rubbed along the spine. On tlie morning 
of the 28th I found the patient only weaker, otherwise 
not changed. The croton oil had had no efiect on his 
bowels, nor did repeated irritant injections prove more 
successful At about nine o'clock a.]c. he fell asleep, which 
was looked upon as a favorable symptom ; but it was soon 
apparent that the sleep partook of the nature of coma. 
¥oT the first two or Wiree hours it was possible to rouse 
him sufficiently to take some medicine: after that the 
coma rapidly deepened, and it became evident that he was 
dying. The pulse remained rapid until about an hour 
before death, when it became irregular, intermittent, and 
lost its frequency. He expired at half-past ten o'clock, 
P.M. Post-Moriem examination — sixteen hours after death, 
— On opening the cranium, the dura mater presented no 
evidence of disease. The arachnoid was thickened through- 
out, and thick lymph was collected in the p^rooves formed 
by the convolutions of the cerebrum. It appeared in 
larger quantities on tlie top than laterally. In the sub- 
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arachnoid spaces, at the b^se of the brain, there was an 
increased qnantity of clear fluid. The lateral ventricles 
were not distended by fluid ; but the posterior cornu of 
the right lateral contained a small quantity of pus or 
lymph. All the structures at the base of tne brain were 
smeared over with lymph ; least, however, on the cerebel- 
lum. The substance of the cerebrum was congested 
throughout, evidenced by the very numerous black spots 
appearing on cutting it It was not softened nor other- 
wise changed. The blood in all the vessels had preserved 
its fluidity, and did not coagulate for several hours afler it 
was exposed to the air. The arachnoid of the spinal mar- 
row presented throughout its whole length, the same ap- 
pearance as that of the brain ; in other words, the inflam- 
mation of this membrane was general. The viscera of the 
thorax and abdomen were not examined. 

Cask IIL — Reported by Dr. Wirth. — Wm. S. King, 
aged forty-six, walked on April 6th from the Nashville 
Depot to this hospital and applied for admission, stating 
that he was a citizen of Georgia, that he had been in the 
Southern army, but had taken the oath of allegiance, and 
had come to work for the Government On informing 
him that he could not be admitted without an order from 
the Medical Director, he said, that in that case he would 
have to lie down in the street, as he was too sick to go 
any further. Seeing that he was very sick I ordered him 
to bo taken to a ward. Ho went, however, first back to 
the B. R. Depot, where he had left his blankets, and 
brought them back without assistance. I state these facts 
simply to show the rapid course the disease took in this 
case. Postponing a more minute examination until he 
was brought to bed, I casually ascertained from him that 
he had come with the cars from Nashville and was taken 
sick on the road ; that he felt pain in the head, neck, and 
back, and " in the bones" generally ; the eyes were inject- 
ed, and the face flushed. He had evidently fever, but he 
was perfectly rational, and walked alone up stairs without 
diflSculty. Half cm Jwur afterwards I found him delirious^ 
and could elicit nothing more of his previous history. He 
seemed to suffer great pain, and moved constantly about 
in his bed, throwing; off the cover, rising up and falling 
back again. The pulse was rapid but not strong. Though 
the eyes were congested and the face flushed, there was 
no appreciable increase of temperature about the head. I 
now suspected it to be a case of cerebro-spinal meningitis, 
and looked for the " spot?/' but discovered none. Ordered 
five cathartic pills to be given, the back to be cupped 
along the spine, afterwarc^ friction with croton oil, and 
sinapisms to the calf of the leg and soles of the feet Cold 
doth to be applied to the head, which was, however, soon 
discontinued, as it seemed to distress hioL During the 
afternoon he became somewhat quiet, and showed a ten- 
dency to sleep : but the pain seemed too severe to permit 
him to rest For some minutes he would lie quiet, then 
suddenlv start up as if frightened. He took no nourish- 
ment of any kind, and showed even indifference to drinks 
offered him. During the night his bowels moved, but it 
produced no change in his condition; strong sinapisms 
werts left for hours on the legs without reddening the skin ; 
he was kept in bed with difficulty. On examinmg him in 
the morning, I found on his neck, breast, and legs, dark 
red spots of irregular form and size; they were better 
marked and of a deeper hue than those observed lately in 
two other cases of the kind in this hospital ; they were 
true petechia. At seven o'clock the pulse w&s not per- 
ceptible at the wrist, and it remained so until he died. 
He continued delirious, speaking and moving about inces- 
santly ; but all his movements indicated extreme weakness. 
He could not be induced to swallow anything. About six 
hours before death his head was drawn back, and could 
not be bent forward with a reasonable amount of force. 
At four o'clock p.m. he sank into coma, and died at 6i o'clock, 
thirty hours after admission. Unfortunately no post-mortem 
examination was made in this case, the body having been 
taken away for interment before it could be examined. 
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MORTALITY IN HOSPITALS. 

Ik the first lines of the preface to her admirable work, 
'^ Notes on Hospitals," Miss Niohtikgale remarks: — "It 
may seem a strange principle to enunciate as the very first 
requirement in an hospital that it should do the sick no 
harm." It does indeed seem strange that, in this day of 
the universal recognition of the necessity of hospitals, one 
of the ablest writers on this subject should lay down as the 
first principle in their construction that they do the sick 
no harm. We have been accustomed to regard the hospi- 
tal as an asylum where every arrangement and appliance 
necessarily tended to restore the sick to healtL To the tem- 
ples of the ancients flocked the sick, the lame, the blind, as 
to shrines of health, to be healed of their infirmities. Out 
of this custom grew the modem hospital. Is it really 
true that, after centuries of experience, we have so far 
departed from the original idea in the establishment o^ 
hospitals that we need to be admonished of the real object 
of such institutions ? Must we learn anew that hospitals 
are designed for the cure of the sick ? Whoever calmly 
views this subject in the light of experience, must acknow- 
ledge that Miss Nightingale has stated a truth full of sig- 
nificance and deserving of the most serious consideration. 
It is too true, as she remains, '' that the actual mortality ia 
hospitals, especially in those of large crowded cities, is very 
much higher than any calculation founded on the mortaUty 
of the same class of diseases amongst patients treated out 
of hospitals would lead us to expect" This is especially 
the case with those diseases classified under the general 
head of typhoid, as erysipelas, pyssmia, continued fevers, 
etc Our large metropolitan hospitals always show an ex- 
cess of deaths from these diseases. But there is a still 
more significant sense in which hospitals may be allowed 
to prove harmful to the^ck, viz. by exposing them to local 
causes of diseases, which should never exist in a hospital. 
It now not unfrequently happens that patients enter gene- 
ral hospitals with simple diseases, but contract other mala- 
dies of a more fatal character, of which they die. The 
aggregate mortality of this class firom fever and typhoid 
diseases in large city hospitals is not inconsiderable. In 
every lying-in ward or hospital we find striking proofe of 
the truth of this statement E?ery life sacrificed from 
such causes is needlessly wasted. 

The practical direction which we wish to give to these 
&cts is upon those who are interested in the establishment 
of new hospitals. New York is about to add two large 
metropolitan hospitals to her existing institutions, viz. the 
Roosevelt Hospital, and a new Emigrant Hospital on Ward's 
Island. They are endowed with ample means, and the 
managers of these enterprises will doubtless spare no pains 
to render them models of excellence. But if the Boards of 
Management rightly estimate the value of properly con- 
structed hospitals, they will realize that they have assumed 
no mean responsibility. 

Let us briefly glance at some of the causes of excessive 
hospital mortuUty. First^ and chiefly, is an insalubriou 
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location. A permanent general hospital shonld nerer be 
located in thickly settled parts of the town. The death- 
vapor which overhangs the crowded quarters of a large 
town affects most disastrously the sick congregated in hos- 
pital wards. This fact is strikingly shown in the vast dif- 
ference of mortality between ciQr and country hospitals. 
In England the rate of mortality in the country hospitals is 
considerably less than half that of the London hospitals. 
Secondly, hospitals should be so constructed as to give a large 
amount of air-space to each patient, with the rapid and 
constant renewal of air by night and day. No hospital is a 
proper residence of the sick which does not afford him a full 
and constant supply of fresh and pure air. We have not 
yet reached the ultimatum of hospital ventilation. By the 
means now employed the air in the centre of a ward is 
stirred, but we fall to flush the floors and sweep the comers 
vrith renewed currents of air. Thirdly, over-crowding is an 
evil closely allied to deficient ventilation. The statistics of 
hospitals show an exact correspondence of the rate of mor- 
tality with the number of patients in a single building. In 
a hospital with 100 inmates the chances^of recovery from a 
given severe disease are one-third greater than in a hospital 
with 300 inmates. We see this fact strikingly illustrated in 
the difference in mortality between city and village hos- 
pitals. The former usually have 300 inmates, the latter 
rarely more than 26 ; while the mortality of the former is 
marked at 100 per cent, the latter is rated at less than 50 
per cent. Finally, the admission of contagious and infec- 
tious diseases to general hospitals imperils the lives of the 
inmates. We have on several occasions pointed out the 
danger of admitting typhus to our large hospitals ; it is a far 
more dangerous disease than small-pox, with our means of 
protection against the latter; but if small-pox were admit- 
ted, no other patients would consent to enter the same 
building. Still tjrphus too often finds free entrance to 
large hospitals, and always leaves its foot-prints. It seems 
to be a favorite theory with Miss Niohtinoale that typhus 
should be scattered through the wards of general hospitals, 
and some of the London hospitals follow the practice. The 
result has been that during the past year deaths from fever 
are reported in these hospitals among patients suffering from 
other maladies. Our experience in metropohtan hospitals 
admitting fever is, that, whether scattered or collected in a 
single ward, typhus is sure to claim its victims among other 
patients and attendants. The Qovemors of the New York 
Hospital have for several years rigidly excluded fever from 
its wards, and recently the Commissioners of Charities and 
Correction have determined upon the estahUshment of a 
Fever Hospital in connexion with the institutions under 
their charge. 

In the establishment of the new hospital for the city, we 
trust the facta above stated will have due weight The 
Roosevelt Hospital has not been located. The Com- 
missioners of Emigration have an admirable site for the 
location of their buildings, and it will doubtless be adorned 
with a structure beautiful in architecture. But its real 
beauty will be in its interior construction and its adaptation 
to the recovery of the sick. 



SUCCESS or THE FLOATINa HOSPTTAL. 

Few of the profession are aware of the fact that the 
Floating Hospital in our harbor is one of the institutions of 
which we have just occasion to be proud. It owes its 



existence and its success to m^cal men. On the destruc- 
tion of the quarantine buildings, the Commissioners were 
at a loss what to do with the sick emigrants. The remedy 
was suggested by Dr. W. C. Anderson, of Staten Island, 
a gentleman of extensive and accurate knowledge of all 
that relates to quarantine, and one of the newly appointed 
quarantine Commission, who strongly recommended a floats 
ing hospital His letter of March 1, 1859, on that subject 
is an able vindication of the scheme proposed, and led to its 
adoption. The hospital ship was put in order under the 
direction of Dr. Eusha Harris, who conducted it during 
the first year, and established its real value. It has now 
become, after five years of successful management, a per- 
manent part of quarantine, as will be seen by the follow- 
ing extract from the law of last year : — " The floating 
hospital shall, from the first day of April to the first day of 
November, be appropriated exclusively to the care of persons 
sick with yellow fever ; ft*om the first day of November 
to the first day of April the floating hospital may be used 
for the care of typhus or ship fever ; and until permanent 
provision shall be otherwise made by law, small-pox pa- 
tients shall be sent to, and supported as at present at Black- 
well's Island ; and typhus or ship fever patients shall be 
sent to, and supported as at present at Ward's Island ; and 
cholera patients sliall be provided for by the commissioners 
of quarantine in such manner as they may determine, and 
occasion may demand." 

MEETING OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of the American Medical Association 
is now near at hand, and it is desirable that all necessary 
preparation be perfected as rapidly as possible. It is tlie 
duty of the Committee of Arrangements to verify and 
report upon the credentials of membership, to receive and 
announce all essays and memoirs voluntarily communicated 
either by members of the Association or by others through 
them, and determine the order in which such papers are 
to be read and considered. To facilitate the business of 
the Association, it is very important that delegates 
throughout the entire country immediately forward to 
the Chairman, Dr. James Anderson, No. 30 University 
Place, their names and the title of the body which they 
represent The delegates from the city of New York, 
Brooklyn, and adjacent town?, are requested to register 
their names in the records now at the residence of Dr. 
Andisson, when they will receive their tickets of member- 
ship. It is also very desirable that the authors of essays, 
reports, and memoirs report by letter to Dr. Anderson the 
tiUes of their papers, and the length of time it will require 
to read them. Preparations are being made to render this 
meeting one of the most pleasant and profitable ever held. 
There are abundant evidences that it will be largely attended. 

COMMISSIONERS OF QUARANTINE. 

We learn that one of the last acts of the New York Legis- 
lature was the appointment of the Commissioners to carry 
out the provisions of the quarantine law of 1863. The 
Commissioners are Dr. W. C. Anderson, of Richmond Co., 
Dr. R. Thomi>80N, of Kings Co., and Mr. Cyrus Curtis, of 
New York. The Richmond County QazetU makes the fol- 
lowing comments : — " The fifty-fourth section of the bill, as 
originally passed, provided that the €k)vemor ^ shall nomi- 
nate, and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
appoint three discreet persons, citizens of the State, who 
shall be residents of the metropolitan police district^ who 
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shall be CommissioDers of Quarantine for the purposes of 
this act)* etc. The bill was not signed until after the 
adjournment of the Senate, consequently the Commission- 
ers were not appointed, and the act remained a dead letter 
during the past year. The whole management of quaran- 
tine was left to the discretion of the Health Officer, 
with a supervisory power in the Board of Health of New 
York under the old health laws. The act' had legislated 
the old commission out. They had done all that they 
were permitted to do under the previous law of removal. 
They had provided the floating hospital for the treatment 
of yellow fever patients. They had removed from this 
island, and given to small-poz and ship fever patients a 
new direction altogether. This arrangement was an im- 
mense advance over the system that formerly prevailed, 
and equally consistent with humanity to the unhappy pa- 
tients brought into our waters, and with good neighbor- 
hood and security to all concerned. Having eflfected these 
improvements as temporary measures, the old Conmiission- 
ers could proceed no further without more power than the 
old law conferred." 
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JOHN REDMAN COXE, M.D. 

Dr. Coxs was the oldest graduate of the Medical Depart- 
ment of the University of Pennsylvania, in which institu- 
tion he was for many years a Professor. He was bom in 
Trenton, New Jersey, on the 16tli of September, 1773. 
He was educated in Philadelphia, under the charge of his 
grandfather^r. John Redman, until his tenth year, when 
he went to England, where he remained at school until his 
seventeenth year, when he went to Edinburgh to complete 
his classical education ; while there he attended a course of 
medical lectures at the University. He returned to Ame- 
rica in 1790, and at once commenced the regular study of 
medicine with Dr. Benjamin Rush, with whom he remained 
until 1794, when he received his diploma. While with Dr. 
Rush he was actively engaged in practice during the severe 
visitation of the yellow fever in 1793, at which time three of 
his five fellow-students died of the fever. Immediately after 
graduating he went to London, and became a house-pupil 
at the London Hospital, and remained there nearly a year. 
He then went to Edinburgh, and attended a course of lec- 
tures at the University ; thence to Paris, where he pursued 
his medical studies lor three months. He then returned 
to Loudon, where he spent several months in the hospitals. 
He returned to the United States, and settled in Phila- 
delphia in the winter of 1796-7, when he at once entered 
upon the active practice of the profession for which he had 
been so carefully preparing himself for many years of 
study. 

Dr. Coxe was appointed, by the Board of Health, physi- 
cian to the port during the second visitation of the yellow 
fever, in 1798. He was for several years one of the phy- 
sicians of the Pennsylvania Hospital, and also of the Phi- 
ladelphia Dispensary. He was largely engaged in private 
practice, when, in 1809, he was elected Professor of Che- 
mistry in the University of Pennsylvania, from which chair 
he was transferred, in 1818, to that of materia medica and 
^ pharmacy, which he held until 1835. For many years he 
has been leading the quiet and retired life of a student. 
Dr. CoxK was one of the earliest introducers of vaccina- 
tion into the United States, and was the first to introduce 
it into this city. His name has for more than half a cen- 
tury been a household word in connexion with the Hive 
Syrup {Syrupus ScUke Compositus^ U. S. P.) which he 
invented, and which has proved such an inestimable bless- 
ing to thousands. He has passed away quietly, without 



disease, at the advanced age of ninety years and six 
months, having never been sick in aQ that time. — Eqtorier. 

FRANKLIN BACHE, M.D. 

Dr. Bachb, one of the most eminent physicians of Phila- 
delphia, died afler a brief illness on the 19th April He 
was in the seventh-second year of his age, having been 
born in Philadelphia in 1792. During the greater part of 
his long and industrious life he was professionally connected 
with various public institutions of our city. At the age of 
eighteen he graduated at the University of Pennsylvania 
as Bachelor of Arts, and four years afterwards received his 
degree in the medical department of the same institution. 
Afler spending a year in the army^ as surgeon's mate, and 
two years as full surgeon, he resigned his commission and 
commenced pi-actice in this city. From 1824 to 1836 he 
was Physician to the Walnut Street Prison ; from 1826 to 
1832 a Professor of Chemistry in the Franklin Institute ; 
from 1829 to 1839 Physician to the Eastern Penitentiary ; 
from 1831 to 1841 Professor of Chemistry in the Philadel- 
phia College of Pharmacy ; and in 1841 he was appointed 
a Professor of Chemistry in the Jefferson Medical CoU^;e. 
This last-mentioned position he held during the remainder 
of his life, and performed the duties connected with it in 
the most active and efficient manner. Prof. Bache was 
also formerly President of the American Philosophical 
Society, and at the time of his death was President of the 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum. He has written a number of 
valuable works on medicine and chemistry, of which the 
United States Dispensatory, by Dr. George B. Wood and 
himself, is the most celebrated. As a member of the Pub- 
lishing Committee of the United States Pharmacopoeia, he 
also contributed much of the most valuable matter con- 
tained in that work. His labors extended almost to the 
date of his death, his last illness being quite short He 
attended to his duties during the whole of the last session 
of the Jefferson College, and was even at the party which 
was giv^n on the evening of the last commencement of 
that mstitution, on the 10th of this month. Professor 
Bache was the eldest son of the eldest grandchild of Ben- 
jamin Franklin, a brotlier of Colonel Hartman Bache,* of 
the United States Engineer Corps, and a first cousin of 
Professor A. D. Bache, Superintendent of the Coast Sur- 
vey. A daughter and four sons survive him, three of his 
sons being in the Government service. By the death of 
Prof. Bache Philadelphia loses a learned and scientific 
physician, one who did much towards maintaining her 
character as a centre of medical knowledge. — Reporter, 

%xxi\l PeMtal Intcllijeiue, 

(CIRCULAR LKTTER.) 

Hubobom-Gkkbral's OrncK, I 
WAiuiiifOTOM, D.C., April 22, 1864. f 

The following Order from the War Department is respect- 
fully furnished for your information and guidance. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General : 

C. H. Crane, Surgeon, U.S.A, 



WaE DePABTMBNT, ADJUTAKT-OKinatAL^S Opfics, I 

WA8UinoTo:(, D.C., March 29, 18C4. f 

GENERAL ORDERS, No. 12T. 

I. Medical Directors of Departments will establish a Ge- 
neral Hospital, at some convenient point within their 
respective Departments, for the reception and treatment of 
sick and wounded oflBcers, but no expenditures for the con- 
struction of new hospitals for this purpose will be incurred 
without special authority. They will detail a Surgeon-in- 
Charge, who will make requisitions upon the Medical Pur- 
veyor for medicines, hospital stores, lumiture, &c, accord- 
ing to the standard Supply Table of the Medical Depart- 
* ment, and will hire the nurses, cooks, and laundresses 
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required. Hospital Stewards assigned to Officers' General 
Hospitals will be paid on the regular muster and pay rolla 
IL On the recommendation of the Medical Director of 
the Department, a commissioned medical officer will be 
detailed to act permanently as Treasurer for each Officers' 
G^eral Hospital, who shall not be removed without suffi- 
cient cause. The Treasurer shall have the custody of the 
funds of the Hospital, and shall perform such duties in 
relation to collecting, disbursing, and accounting for the 
same, and such other duties as may be prescribed by the 
Surgeon-General 

III. On the last day of each calendar month, and imme- 
diately on leaving the Hospital, by return to duty, furlough, 
or otherwise, each officer shall pay to the Treasurer the 
sum of one dollar for each and every day he has been in 
the Hospital, and for which he has not ah*eady paid as 
herein provided. When an officer has employed a special 
attendant^ he shall pay thirty cents a day additional for 
each ^ay such attendant was subsisted in the Hospital 
Company officers of volunteers, while in such Officers' 
General Hospital, shall be considered as '' on detached ser- 
vice without troops," for the purpose of drawing their pay 
and setthng their indebtedness to the Hospital, and may be 
paid on separate pay accounts, instead of on the muster and 
pay rolls. 

IV. When an officer is not provided with money, and is 
unable to obtain it, he will give a certificate of indebted- 
ness, in triplicate, to the Treasurer of the Hospital, in such 
form as shall be prescribed by the Surgeon-General, for the 
amount due from him to the Hospital The Treasurer 
shall immediately forward, for stoppage, two copies of the 
certificate to the Chief Paymaster of the Pay District in 
which the Hospital may be located, retaining the remain- 
ing copy for his own reference and security. When an 
officer is discharged from the Hospital to return to a regi- 
ment serving beyond the hmits of the Pay District in which 
such Hospital is located, the Treasurer shall forward the 
certificates of indebtedness which the officer may have 
given to the proper Chief Paymaster, if known to him, 
otherwise to the Paymaster-General, for such reference. 

V. The Chief Paymaster of the Pay District will imme- 
diately cause the certificates of indebtedness to be placed in 
the hands of the Paymaster of the Hospital (or of the regi- 
ment, should the officer have left tlie Hospital), with 
instructions to stop the amounts on the first payment of the 
officers by whom the certificates were given. The Pay- 
master win take the receipt of each officer for the full 
amount of his pay account, and transmit the deducted 
sums to the Treasurer of the Hospital to which they are 
due, who will endorse receipt therefor upon the duplicate 
certificates in the Paymaster's hands, or furnish duplicate 
abstracts of receipts signed by him, and embracing in one 
receipt the names of all the officers on whose accounts the 
sums have been remitted. The Paymaster will also for- 
ward monthly an abstract of certificates thus paid to the 
Surgeon-Gkneral 

VI. Officers of the Subsistence Department will make 
afparcUe abstracts of the sales to each Officers' General 
Hospital during eadi calendar month, and will report the 
same to the Commissary General of Subsistence in the 
manner provided by regulations in relation to sales to 
officers. Payment for stores thus purchased of the Sub- 
sistence Department shall be made by the Treasurer 
monthly, and in cash, when practicable j but when the 
Treasurer has not money on hand sufficient to liquidate 
the entire indebtedness of the HoEpital to the Subsistence 
Department, he shall give to the Commissary accountable 
for the stores sold a certificate of indebtedness, in duplicate, 
for the amount remaining unpaid, which certificate shall be 
a valid claim against the Hospital, and be paid from the 
first moneys received thereafter by the Treasurer, and until 
paid shall be considered as a sufficient cash voucher to the 
Commissary for the amount stated therein. When the 
Treasurer pays this certificate of indebtedness he shall take 
the receipt of the Commissary for the amount thus paid 



him, and shall report his action in this matter to the Com- 
missary General of Subsistence, stating the date and 
amount of each certificate thus cancelled, the name of the 
Commissai-y receiving the money therefor, etc. 

VII. Medical Directors of Armies in the field, when 
necessary, will establish temporary Hospitals in the rear of 
such armies, to be governed by the above regulations. 
Medical Directors of Armies and of Departments and Medi- 
cal Inspectors will frequently inspect Officers' General Hos- 
pitals, and in addition to the usual course of hospital 
mspection, they will investigate the manner in which the 
Treasurer performs his duties, aud promptly report any 
neglect on liis part to the Surgeon-General 

VIIL No officer whose certificate of indebtedness to a 
Hospital remains unpaid by him shall receive pay without 
deducting therefrom the amount of this indebtedness and 
leaving it in the hands of the Paymaster, who shall give 
him duplicate receipts therelbr, one of which the officer 
shall immediately forward to the Treasurer of the Hos- 
pital for which the stoppage is made. A violation of this 
paragraph will subject the officer so ofiending to court- 
martial for disobedience of orders. 

IX. When an officer dies in Hospital, the Treasurer shall 
immediately ascertain the amount of his indebtedness to 
the Hospital, and prepare nn account tliereof in triphcate, 
which shall be certified to be correct by both the Treasurer 
and the Surgeon-in-charge. One copy of this account shall 
be retained by the Treasurer, and the remaining two copies 
be forwarded to the Second Auditor' of the Treasury, in 
order that, upon the final settlement of the officer's accounts, 
the amount of his indebtedness may be deducted from 
any pay due him, and remitted to the Treasurer of the 
Hospitiu. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

E. D. TOWNSIND, 

Assistant A djutantr Chneral. 



CIBCDLAE, No. a 

Medical Imspbctos-Gknxbal's Officb, ) 
WASiiiKOToir, D.C., March 1, 1864. ) 

Medical Inspectors, hereafter ordered from one District 
to another, will turn over to the succeeding officer, or leave 
in the office, all records and official papers (or copies of the 
same) relating to the business of the District or Depart- 
ment. 

A neglect of this course has already given rise to some 
confusion and irregularity. 

Jno. M. Cutler, 
Acting Medical Insp.- Otneral, IT,S,A, 



CnCOULAR, Na 9. 

MxmOAL iNSPBCTOR-OsinSBAL^ OlTTOV, ) 

Wasuikotoh, D.C, April 12, ism. f 

As the season for active operations of the army in the 
field is rapidly approaching, Medical Inspectors will 
promptly ascertain whether the troops are well provided 
with Medical Officers, medical and hospital supplies, trans- 
portation, etc., for the sick aud wounded, and report the 
result to this Office, in order that any deficiencies may be 
brought to the attention of the Surgeon-General in time 
to have them corrected. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ^ 

Jno. M. Cuyleb, 
Acting Medical Inspector- Gen^t U.S,A. 

0BDER8, CHANGES, &o. 

AMIOllMKim. 

Surgeon Bftolie on being relieved will report in person without delaj 
to the Commanding General, Department « the Sosqaehanna, for daty 
in the City of Philadelphia. 

Bnrgeon Caleb W. Homer, U.8.y., If rellevod flrom dntj at Nash- 
Tille, Tenn., and will report in penon to the Surgeon-General at Wash- 
ington for special dn^ 

Auistant'Surgoon w. M. Noteon. U.S.A., will report in person for 
duty to Surgeon Basil Norrl^ U.S.A., Attending Snrgoon- to Officers of 
the Begular Army, at Waehiogton, D.C. 

Hoftpitul Steward Frederiok Bchraok, U.S.A., has been assigned to 
duty w.th Colored Troops In the Army of the Cumberland. 
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Bnrseon A. T. Watson, U.S.V., has been assigned to the charge of 
Branebea and D, Crittenden General HoepltaL Loaisvtlle, Kj. 

AcUns AseisUnt-SuigeoQ C. IL Wltham, U^A, to duty in Braodi 0, 
(Mttenuen General Hospital, Loaisville, Ky. 

Surgeon J. T. Heard, U.S.Y^ to dnty as Sargeon-in-Chiti; Artillery 
Seserve, Army of the Potomac. 

Sorgeon A. M. Wilder, U.S.Y^ to duty as Medical Director, 88d Army 
Corps. 

Soixeon P. A. O'Connell, U.8.Y., to doty as Medical Director, 9th Army 
Corps. 

Asslstant-Sorgeon Andrew H. Smith, U.3.A., as Medical Porreyor, 
District of Arizona, N. M. 

Surgeon George H. Oliver, U.S.Y., as Attending Snrgeon, Fort Crslg, 
If. M. 

Sorgeon W. H. Thorn, U^. Y^ as Sorgeon-in-oharge, General Hospital 
Na 19, NashvUle, Tenn. 

Snrgeon Chas. £. Swasey, U.S.Yn as Sargeon-in-charge, General Hospi> 
tal. Fort Smith, Arlc. 

Snrgeon John W. Foye, U.S.Yn as Snrgeon-in-Ghlef; 2d Division, 4th 
Corps, Army of the Camberlaod. 

Surgeon S. D. Freeman, U.S. Y., as Medical Director, Indian Expedition 
commanded by General Sully. 

Hospital Steward F. Hogarth, U.S.A., to the Indian Expedition to 
Idaho Tenitory. 

Hospital Steward C. McCarthy, U.S.A.. to the Army of the Potonuc 
-^ Hoepital Steward O. Beck, U.S.A., to the Department of Missouri. 

Sni^eon C M. Chamberlain, U.S. v., as Surgeon-in-Chlef, 4Ui Division, 
6th Corps, Army of the Polomac 

Surgeon J. H. Carrey, U.S. Y^ as Sorgeon-in-Chief, 2d Separate Brigade, 
8th Corps, Baltimore, Md. 

Surgeon Wm. Hayes, U.S.Y., as Sorgeon-in-Chiell 1st Division, Forces 
ofWestYirglnia. 

Assistaut-aurgeon Frank Reynolds, UAY., as Snrgeon in«charge. Ca- 
valry Corps Hospital, Army of the Puvomac 

Assistant-Surgeon Alfred B. Huested, 21st New York Cavaliy, to the 
1st Divislou, Forces of West Yirginia. 

Surgeon A. C. Sch wars welder, U.S.Y., as Sorgeon-in-charge, Eroptive 
Fever Hospital, Louisville, Ky. 

lurgeon J. K McDonald, U.S. 
New York. 



Surveon J. K McDonald, U.S.Y., as Medical Director, 9th Army Corps, 



Surgeon F. H. Grose, U.S.Y., as Sorgecm-in-charge of Hospital at Camp 
Parole, Annapolis, Md. 

Surgeon H. B. Dalton, U.S.Y., as Medical Inspector of the Army of the 
Potomac < 

Surgeon S. B. Davis. U.S.Y., as Medical Inspector and Superintendent 
of Hospitals. Department of Kansas. 

Surgeon William Grinstead, U.S.Y., as Surgeon-in-Chiei; 2d Division, 
11th Army Corps, Department of the Cumberland. 

Surgeon Wm. Threlkeld, U.S.V., to Nashville, Tenn. 

Surgeon G. S. Palmer, U.S. V.. as Medical Director, 11th Army Corps, 
Department of the Cumberland. 

burgeon S. K Fuller, U.S.Y., as Attending Surgeon, Sick Befngeeeat 
Nashvtile, Tenn. 

Surgeon J. W. Lawton, U.S.Y., to the Department of the Ohio. 

Surgeon J. H. Phillip^ U.S.Y., as Surgeon-in-Chie(; 2d Division, 14th 
Army Corps, Department of the Comberland. 

Assistant-Surgeon W. B. Trull, to Louisville, Ey. 

Asdsiant-Surgeon W. O. McDonald, to duty with the 1st and 2d Bat- 
talion, 16th U.S. I., 14th Army Corps, Department of the Cuml»er1aod. 

Hospital Steward K. J. Doe. U.S. A., to OiBce of the Medical Director, 
Northern Department, Columbus, Ohio. 

Hoepital Steward C. Nali, U.S.A., to Fort Wayne, Mich. 

Surgeon C. MoMlHiu, U.S.Y., to special duty, examining recralts at 
New York city. 

Assitftaut-Surgeon G. P. Jaqnett, U.S.A^ to McDongall Barracks, Fort 
Schuyler, N. Y. 

Assistant-Surgeon J. C. Bally, U.8.A,, to the General Hoqiltal, Fort 
Columbus, New York Harb<»'. 

Assistant-Surgeon S. U. Homer, U.S. A., as Medical Purveyor, Depart- 
ment ot the Ohio, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Assistant-Surgeon Dallas Bache. U.S.A.. as Assistant Medical Inspec- 
tor, Department of the Cumberland, Nashville, Tenn. 

Surgeon W. Hayes, U.8.V., as Medical Director, Sullivan^s Division, 
Depanment of West Virginia. 

Surgeon G. H. Hubbard, U.S.Y., as, Medical Director in the field. De- 
partment of Arkansas. 

Surgeon A. M^lor, U.S. Y, to duty in General Hospitals, Beaufort, S. C. 

Surgeon S. D. Carpenter, U.S.V., as Medical Director, District of St. 
liOUla, Mo. 

Surgeon J. R. Ludlow, U.S.Y., as Surgeon-in-Chief; 2d DiTiaion, 4th 
Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 

Surgeon S. J. W. Mintzer, U.S.Y., to Nashville, Tenn. 

Hoepital Chaplain W. C. Smith, U.S.A., to General Hospital, Aahland, 
Ky. 

Acting Assistan^8urgeon G. J. Park, U.S.A., to General ^Hospital, 
Leavenworth dty, Kansas. 

' Surgeon James W. Foye, U.S.Y., as Surgeon-in-Chiei; 1st Division, 12th 
Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 

SurMon W. Threlkeld, U.S.Y., as Sorgeon-ln-charge, General Hospital, 
TullaODma,Tenn. 

Surgeon H. A. Schhiefflin, U.S. Y., to the Marine General Hospital, New 
Orleans, La. 

Surgeon J. B. Morrison, U.S.Y., as Burgeon-in-Chle(l Ames* Division, 
Jacksonville, Fia. 

Assifttaut-Snrgeon B. McGowan, U.S.Y., to the Reserve Artillery, 
KnoxvUle, Tenn. 

Surgeon John L. Teed, U.S.Y^ to the Cumberland Hospital, Nashville, 
Tenn. • 

Assistant-Surgeon Wm. CarrolL U.S.Y., as Sargeon-ln-Chlei; 2d Bri- 
gade, Reserve Artillery, Army of toe Potomac 

Hospital Steward 0. ' ~ 

Philadelphia, Pa. 



Hosuital Steward O. L. Cummlng^ U.S.A., to the U. 8. Laboratory, 



Hospiul Steward £. Alexander, U.S. A., to the General Hospital, Central 
Park, New Yoric 

Hospital Steward D. 8. Bolsenger, U.S.A., to tha 0th Regimant U. 8. 
Colored Troopa. 



Surgeon F. N. Burke, U.8.Y., as Health OfOcer at Memphis^ Tenn. 
Hospl^ Steward Chos. Y. Sands, U.S.A., to the 1st Re^mant U. 8. 
Colored Troopc 

▲MSVDBD OBDiaa. 

So much of Special Orders No. lift, March 12, 1864, flrom the War 
Department, as dismissed Surgeon £. L. Fenhain, lOth Missouri C»- 
Talry, is amended so as to read : Surgeon £. L. Feehan. 

So much of Special Orden Nc IOTT of March &, 1864 from the War 
Department, as relives to Snrgeon John F. Head. U.d.Y., is revoked, 
ana Surgeon John F. Head, U.S. A., in addition to nis present duties as 
a member of the Board now in seesion at Cindnnatt, Ohio, for the exa- 
mination of kick officers, is assigned to duty as member of the Board 
now in session in that dty tor the examination of Assistant-Surgeons 
ofYolunteers. 

MISCXLLAXSOUa. 

Hospital Steward J. Nebrich, U.S.A., has been ordered before a 
Board now in session at Washington, D.C, for examination for promo- 
tion. 

Surgeon G. W. Hogeboom, U.3.Y., has arrived at Springfield, Mo., 
and entered upon his duties as Medical Director, District of South- West 
Missouri. 

Surgeon John O. Bronson, U.S.Y., has arrived at Fort Humboldt, CaL, 
and entered upon his duties as Attending burgeon at that Post. 

There are a large number of vacancies exbiing in the Corps of Sur- 
geons and Assistant-Surgeons of Yolunteers. and in the Colored Regi- 
ments the need of Assistant-Surgeons is urgent 

The U. S. General Hospital at GalUpolia, Ohio, Is transferred to the De- 
partment of West Yirginia. 

Surgeon J. D. Straw bridge, U.8.Y., has been ordered to Camp Cope - 
land, Pa., to eiamine certain recruits rejected by the mustering ollicer at 
that place as unfit for service. 

Surgeon B. Benst, U.S.Y., is sick at Louisville, Ky. 

Assistant-Surgeon H. C. Roberts, U.S.V., has returned fhmi leave ot 
absence, and is sick at Norfolk, Vo. 

Surgeon W. M. Chambers, U.S.Y., has returned fh)m leave, and resum- 
ed his dutloa as Surgeon -in-cliarge. General Hospital No. 16, Nashville, 
Tenn. 

General Hospital No. 1, at Paducah, Ky., was destroyed by order of 
Colonel Hicks, oommaDdiog, as it atfurded shelter to the sharpshooters 
of the rebel General Forrest's command, in the late attack on that 
place, whence they killed our guQQers in the fort. The natients 
were all safely removed. General Hospitals Nos. 2, 8, and 4 sulfttred no 
damage. 

Surgeon R. M. S. Jackson, U.S Y., is in New York dty on duty con- 
nected with the Department c^ Ohio. 

Surgeon N. P. Rice, U.S. Y, U at DivU»ion No. 1, General Hospital, An- 
nwpoiis, Md., sick. 

HoepiUi Steward Mark H. Woodburv, U.S. A., now on dutv at Au- 
gusta, Me., has l>eeu reduced to tbe ranks, and will be sent under guard 
to Fort Columbus, N. Y. U.,-.as a general servloe recruit; 

So mucii of Special Orders No. 99, current series, War Department, 
as dismissed Hospital Chaplain John A. Spooner, U.S.A., h»« been re- 
voked, and he has been allowed to resign from February 8, 1^04. 

The Assistant Surgeon-General at Louisville, Ky., has directed Surgeon 
Thomas W. Fry, U.S.Y., Sni>erinundeot of Hospitals at New Albany, 
Ind., to select a suitable building at the latter place, and fit it up in fltst- 
ciass style for the reception of sick and wounded soldiers of AAican de- 
scent * 



£ 




tMtal lltlus. 



At a meeting of the Beilevue Medical Union, composed 
of the Hospital Staff, held April 25, 1864, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted: — 

)f Aersat, our assodate. Dr. George Clinton Dewov, has lost his life 
by pestlientiai disease, while performing his profes:iiunai duty : 

B9Sol4)ed^ That we have tlius been deprived of a kind friend and fel- 
low-laborer, the profesdon of one of its ornaments, and science of an 
earnest and (hithlui life. 

Resolv^y That while we deeply sympathize with the Cunily and 
friends of the deceased, and eliare their loss, we shall ever remember with 
pleasure the qualities of his mind and heart which tmund him to us. 

iSeso^oeef, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the family, and to 
the Amjuuoam Medical Txmss lor publication. 

8. D. Wadswobtii, 
Baylt Dokm^ 
Rdss. B. RaoWXKLL. 

Thi Second Annual Meeting of the Mediccd Asaoda- 
Hon of the Eastern District of Brooklyn was held February 
18, 1864, when the following officeis were by ballot duly 
elected to serve for the ensmng year : — President^ Edwin 
N. Colt, M.D. ; Vice-President, Nelson L. North, M.D. ; 
Secretary, J. Joseph Acheson, M.D. ; Treasurer, Edward 
Malone, M.D. There were also appointed the usual stand- 
ing committees; and two delegates to the American Medi- 
cal Association have been elected. The Association has 
about twenty members, and is in a flourishing condition, 
holding regular meetings on the third Thur^ay of each 
month at their rooms in the Williamsburgh Dispensary 
building. We are glad to feel that this organization has 
become a permanent institution, as its necessity has long 
been felt by the medical men of Williamsburg and vicinity. 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 



BDrEBaiTD.S.A.; Bobtita Butholuw, Antelut-SDrgHn U.B.A.; uil 
O. f«l«n, M.D.. U,8.A. 



Did.— In tUi Mj. April IS. Jwpb MutiD, M.D., nf trphai faver. 
■nd (T jnn. Dr. It. liidbHD kiDeoMdU pnctlHoatrornirdlalDelii 
tbla «ltT fur nu>r« Ibui !D jnn, vu u bosoraa nuniber of tti* Acadsmj 
of Uedloio^ and hii ]<« will bs dMpI; hit 

MtTBOiioLoaT AND NioROLOQT OF rat wiek ik Tni cut 

AlMtrut et tit onelil Beporl 

rnimltialSthdir of April to iheaEth di^roTAprll, IBM. 

0«ttj.—Meii.95; women, M;boTi,ial:Klrl^iaa. ChlMran bono/ u- 

Uve pwrnU. 88 ; tbtrlgii, l§i : nol >ui«d. N : loul, Ut. AdalO. IN; chll- 

dTAD. 2QS; biAlrts MJ; fOmaleA, 219; colurtd ptnoni, fl. Izi^u under 

tw<.7siir« ofi^lM. 

Amuugthe cmKiof dalhwo ootloe i—ErTilnnlu B; ilbomlnarlB, S ; 
kpopleiT, 8; InhnlHs «>DtD)iloBi, it; ocoup, 11; dlphlbertlg, li; iculet 
f^Tar.SS: pDcrperal ruitr, 8; typhui ud Inihold Itvera, H); couunipllsii, 

whooplngH^ungb. C: InHiminitloD of tnvlii. 18; oT boweli, 11; of lon^ 

U; brunclilUi, >: dlurhiEa mid djacnlan, IS. SWdesthi oceumd troia 

■caU dlwuci, ud 8T from vluhnt caoH*. SOT were ullre, ud 18« 

fOTKln ; of whom Sg «me from Irelud ; «5 died In ihe CIV Cluiiilu ; 

of »Eam U were Id BollaiDe Iloeplul. 

Abitnet of Ihe Alruoapherlcel Record of Iba Eutem 

the Mirket Building. So. M EwM lift, Ki 



A merican Medical Association. — The 



Dr. Henry D. Noyea has removed to 
K UhIIkid ATenur, between STIh ud Kth ttreetK 



A Fine Opportunity for a Surgeon. 
—Dr. Swlnbntne, of Albur, H. T., reoantlr ^pointed Heeltta 
OSair to Uie PoW of N»w TortL. offue hi* Una reetdinoe In IbM eltf 

eentbllehei: i>I>ce of nrvlGilbailam, The bnnu^ It pioTlded wlu all 

I eligible lociUofl [or 

world Xhta UiIl ud fur » urgeoo of repnUDon mi eicelltnt oppor- 
tonltj for B good loatfon Sot precflalpff bla profteelon. He lue hIiu b 
MmDMdlou iKble ■HMked, wwoh inar be paroheaad IT deelred. 

' le eddnai Mr. B. Bleeker, » Eagle at, Albonr, or Dr. 



r 



U. S. Artificial Leg Depots, 



its to Bnldlen gntla, o 



o'the V. S.Arm7udNn7 



. 1 BeU uid BocliatJolnted L«f, wbteh haa laieial 

modOB at Ibe ankle like Ihe Datonl one. tK Broadwair, 
tor, N. T., ClnclBBaU, O., and BL Lonla, Me. 



A Liberal Bonus will be given 
Ibr paHiaDlara of an cllflUa npenlng for 1 phiaialan uf abllllr 
within (W mlira of K*w York. Addnw Dr. W. U. U., UlQlaiDlf, 
OfUge Co., K. Y. 



T ife beneath the Waters ; or, The 

-LJ AQUABIUH in AHEBICA. lUnttnlMl bj plat** ud woedenu 
dmwB from Ufa. B7 Aithor M. Bdwarda. Itmu. ILBO. 
Buuubi Biorana, SM Bndwar, N. T. 



Dr. Frank H. Hi 
hit olDce and teddenea to (i 



'^r. Frank H. Hamilton has removed 

to(4UadllonATcna& 



Vaccine Virus from Kine. — One crust, 
ID KOIUi, and one caplllarT lab 
Tlib Tirua la free tttm ajplilliUc 
Hle«ted healthT . - ' ' 
fenble to Ibal In 



Dr. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 
UENT AT FLOBI'NCK, MAS?. (learNnrtbimploD). laplcaunt- 
1; altnaled In a health)' mouclalD rcfliMi, amply anpnllnd with Ibe nnmt, 
Boftfet, andopldrat gnnllt waiFr, t-hndy nBlks BDd dzlvce. with pjHBant 
tiawa Bllaruund; tHwllnir alley a; Ixala; bllbatd table; nlajioa; gyniiiM- 

lUet jtlBiii, but ooutlahlnK, obundant and well ptrpnied; the whole of tha 
I»aUtula mflnBged with rare, ordrr, and DFiIneu. Dr. Mtrnde. tboagb the 
aldril dlbclple ill I'riiaaulli, lod one of tbe fint wiltera un hlaayalem, 

bcnlLb* Branch of the licallng Art, based entlrelr upun phjiiologleal 
pjcclplasheeoiialderell veil wurth the Btteatlno at llie Frofeulon, who 



The " Elixir of Calisaya Bark" — 
waalnlrodoced to tba lotloe <if the FseallTln 1880, br .f. Jf(U<ni, (t« 
thanjl.e a new uaniB to a new attiele. hare fjmia It mun eonvenlent wia- 

foro pnaumable that phTilciana In pr«crtMnt, aa for over iSilrtj yean, 
haTetele™n»wl»ljlo^tfieDr.^?W«rtic/aju.leby 



CHALVBBATK CLIXIU 



rlfihted), bi'lng the above prepnnUi>o vltb the addition of two grainl d 
the c«lebratea /Vro;>AofpAare qf Iron to eacn viar«laaafal, 

tniw-fllngieejea to order. Setaof IM ror'ocii1b.t& 



Diphtheria : Practical Observations 
on, and the Treatment ot, with eiaea. 

Pyrophosphate of Iron, Preparation 

and Therapeutioal Uses o£ 

Bt &. N. CHAPMAN, M.D., 

FroC of Therapenllci and Materia Medina, Ptof. of Cllnlnl ObaMtrlE*, and 

Phjilelao in the Lung laWd College Hoepltal 

Price ttkoenla each. 
Baillieu Burrocu, SSO Broadway. S. Y. 



Jmt PublUhtd. 

THE DISEASES OF THE EAR: 

THEIE DIAOK08I8 AND TBEATHRNT. 
A Tait-Boiik of Antal Snivary, In the Fonn of Acadamlal LMtdre*. 

Bt dr. AHTON VOS TROLTSCH, 

Atiral fiariBon and Leatnrer In Ihe UnlTaralty In WBnba>(, BiratU. 

Tnntlated from the Oeiman. ud Edited bjr 

D. B. St. JOHN ROOSA, U.D„ 

AoUUnt Sorgeou to the Kew York Eye InSnnary. 

Illuatrated with Wood EngiaTlDga. 

Prom Ilia SeaoBd and LaatOarmaDEdlUnn. In one hasdaoma 

Bio. Volume. Prloet^.M. 

Sent by Mall, Free of Pcatage. 

The tenOon KlUcal Umei and aoMetU, la a nrlaw af Troltaeh'a 

to ba able to apeak very hlglily. He bringn large reaonreea to lllnatrate hia 
anbject, and treaia It In a tboronghly comprehcnalve manner. la hIa caafL 

Iberefure may b* poaltlTelj ksown to have eiiated, roma of tbem at leat. 

The Dublin Quarltrtg Jimrnal aays : " Von Troltaeh anjoya tba repn- 
taUon ot balog at preaeat the Jlrtt aurtti in Qtrviary, and fumu ooe of 
tba Staff or the ft unbBrg DnlTeiKty, whieb anmbera among In Proto- 
•uit, b(;ANZONl, KOLLlKtlB, HEINItlCU, ML'LLEB— nwoea alnady 
well known to the Britlah medical pablifL" 

WM. WOOD * Co., 81 Walker Street, New York. 

Gmelin. — Handbook of Chemistry. 
VoL I. to XIT. London (pnbUibed by tba CaTendiah Moiety). 



, GW BtOAdw^i, H. r. 
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0EOROB TIEMANN ic GO. 



Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

I'A • MENTS, &0. 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 

OTTO ft RETNDBRS, 
Monnikctiiren and Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

Abdominal Supporters, Shonlder- 



The Tsrioas Splints for Morbus Coxorl 

braces, S 

Fracture 



lus splints for Morons CH>xanas, Abuomlnal Supporters, Snonlder- 
tocklngs for Varicose Veins, Electric lAacblnes. Ear-Tmmpets. 
Splint^ Crutches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, etc 




7^ Artificial Legs and 

^f -A Arms. Selpho's Patent. The best sub- 
m stitutes for lost limbs the world of science 

li has CTer invented. (Established 24 years.) 
1 Can be had only of 
VL WM. 8ELPH0, 

C*^^ Patentee and Inventor. 

Bend for pamphlet 516 Broadway, N. Y. 

N.B. — A Silver Medal Just awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Institute for the best Artificial Limbs. 

VACCINE 

Yirus of all kinds, perfectly pure^ and 
most reliable, used by the leading physicians of thU dty ; put up in 
the best form for transmission to anv port of the world. Ptioes— single 
tnl>e, 70 cts.; three, $3; single charge of eighth-day lymph, on pointed quiDs. 
15 ots: fifteen points, $1 ; single charge, on convex surmoe of seotioQ of 
quill, 80 cti. ; ten, $L Crusts from $1 to $8 aooordinff to weight 
Address, Eastern Dispensary, 57 Essex Stre^ New 



T 



lew York. 

o the Medical Profession. — Dr. J. 

PABIGOT, late Commissioner in Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
fessor of the Univerdty of Brussels, offers to consult with Gentlemen 
of the Profeesion, and to give advice on Mental Disorders and Medioo- 
Legal Cases. 
Correspondence can be addressed to the care of 

Bailukbb Bbothxbs, 520 Bruodway, N. Y. 

l^uffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

1J a monthly PERIODICAL. 

The BnflUo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthly, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Kevlews. Cor- 
respondence, Army News, etc, etc ; including the usual variety of Medi- 
cal Periodical Publications. Specimen copies sent on applicatipn. Terms 
$8.00 a year, in advance, 

J. P. MINER, M.D., 
Editor JBt^iUo Med, and 8wg, Jowr,. 

BnflUo, N. Y. 

^t. Regis Water, from Massena 

O SPRINGS, St Lawrence Co., N. Y. These waters are richly im- 
pregnated with medicinal salts, possessing singular yirtoes as remedial 
agents in the treatment of the following cumplaints :— Cutaneous Erupr 
tlons, Khenmatism, ScroAila, Afl'ecti<H)s of the Kidneys, Hysteria and 
all Female Irregularities, Constipation, Piles, etc 

MoCORD & PINE, Prcprietore, 

Massena, N. Y. 
General Agency, 868 Bowexy, cor. Fourth »t, N. Y. city. The bottled 
waters may be had trom all respectable Druggistsi 

€0!f€E]VTRAT£I> FJLVID MAGlfCSIA 

Is earnestly and confidently recooamended to those who appreciate a 
superior arncle. Every fluid ounce contsins fifteen grains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vastly increased 
medicinal propt?rties, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
article of Foreiffn or domestic manufhcture. As a corrector of acidity, an 
inrigurating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
It is withual a rival, and has elicited unqualified approbation. 

PYLE A^BOTHEB, 

Chenilsts, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

FOR SALE BY 

JAS. a ASPINWALL. 86 William St, N. Y. 

SCHIEFFELIN BKOTHEKS A CO^ wUliam, oor. BeekmanSt., N. Y. 
i^ASWELL, MACK 4e CO., Fifth Atc Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, B. L 
UEGE>f AN A CO., Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sts., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Yanderbllt Avennea, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, cor. Fifth and Chestnut Sts^ Philadelphia. 
H. C. BLAlk, cor. Eighth and Wahint St&, Philadelphia. 
WYETH dt BHOTH£K,14M Walnut St, Philadelphia. 
And by Dragi^lsU generally. 



WADE & FOJtD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS^ 

Manufacture and Import all kinds of 

SUBGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 

SYRINGES, rro, 

85 litUon ttrtO, New York, 

W. A F. begleave to call the attention of the Facnliy to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which thev have arranged under 
the supervisl<Mi of Dr. JAincs R. wood, a full description of which will be 
f<Mnvarded upon application. Also, Dr. Lawn A. Satks^ improved out- 
door Splint for MoBDus CoxABros. DirectiottS for messurcments will bo 
forwaraed when requested. 

J^^Sfices.'-^AMtt R. Wood, M.D., Lbwis A. Satrb, M.D., Srsranr 
SMTm. M.D., B. F. BAona, M.D., U.S.N. 

PRIOJSD OA7AL0GVE8 WILL BB SENT TO ANT ADDRESS. 

^P~ Agents for $eyt^VC% Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
others. 

Sole Agents for **• Ferminlchs Irritation Instrument** Price l&OO. 



The Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 

■^ Philadelphia, south side of Logan Square, Race street, between 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth. 

Open for the examination and reception of patients every Monday and 
Friday at 11 P.M. 

Operations every Wednesday at 11 a..il 

SUBOBOMS: 
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LECTURES ON 

GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE ABDOMEN. 
Bt frank H. HAMILTON, M.D., 

PSOr. or MIUTABT SUBOBBT AVD PEACTlTBn AT BSLLBTUB II08P. MBD. 
OOLLBOB, AlfD LONG ISLAND COLLEQB BOBPITAL ; SUBOBOlf 
TO BBLLBTDB BOBPITAL ; LATB MEDICAL IN8PBOTOB, 
» U.t.A. 

LBCTURE VL— PART II. 

Per/orctting Gunshot Injuries of the Abdomen, compW- 
cated with Wounds of the Viscera, 

The small intestines, owing to their extent and to their 
central, superficial position, are pecoliarly exposed to 
wounds. The duodenum, however, constitutes an excep- 
tion to this remark. It is not very infrequent also to find 
the small intestines wounded several times by the same 
UlL 

The small intestines, with the exception of the duode- 
num, are almost completely invested with peritoneum, so 
that all wounds which penetrate their walls completely, 
open directly into the great peritoneal cavity. Suspended 
loosely by the mesentery from the posterior wall of the 
abdomen, they float freely within the limits assigned to 
them; and when they are wounded, the orifices which 
have been made in the intestinal tube seldom maintain, for 
any considerable time, an exact apposition to the orifices 
in the parietes. This tendency to displacement is increased 
greatly, immediately upon the receipt of an injury, by an 
increase of the peristaltic motion of the bowels, that is, by 
the alternate contraction and relaxation of the circular and 
longitudinal muscular fibres. The retching and vomiting 
still further promote the displacement of t£a wounded sur- 
faces. 

There is in fact no peritoneal cavity, properly speaking, 
when the organs are all in their natural position and in 
health. Those portions of the peritoneum which invest the 
intestinal tube are in absolute contact either with them- 
selves, or with that portion which lines the walls of the 
abdomen. If this contact could be maintained, no efi\ision 
of the contents of an intestine, or of any of the other vis- 
cera of the abdomen, could take place after the occurrence 
of a wound : but it will be easily understood how, by the 
admission or air fi-ora without through the track of the 
wound, the peritoneal surfaces may be separated, and a peri- 
toneal cavity may be actually formed into which the con- 
tents of the intestine, impelled by peristaltic action, may be 
now freely poured. 

Perhaps this eflusion of the contents of the intestine does 
not always happen in the precise manner which we have 
here supposed. Another theory of explanation may be, 
adopted which is equally plausible, and which may apply to 
a greater or less proportion of these cases. 

The intestines contain always a certain amount of gas, 
upon which their elastic and muscular coats are more or 
less firmly contracted. Immediately upon the receipt of a 
wound these tissues contract with additional vigor, and the 
imprisoned air being displaced along the tube, finds a ready 
exit through the wound in the intestine, but owing to the 
loss of parallelism between the wound m the intestine and 
the wound in the walls of the belly, it is driven outwards 
laterally, the intestine collapses, and the gas is made to oc- 
cupy the cavity of the peritoneum. The ^as having in this 
manner once gained admission to this cavity, the fluid and 
even solid contents of the intestine will not find it difficult 
to foUow. 

In other cases it is probable that the fsecal matter is dis- 
placed and carried forwards by the missile, precisely as any 
other substance may be which happens to lie in its way. 

It is nevertheless important that the surgeon should under- 
stand that, in case this effusion has not cuready occurred, it 
is moat certain to take place, if, in his injudicious zeal to ex- 
Am. Med. Tnm, Vol. VIIL, No. 20. 



plore the wound, he opens freely to the external ^r the 
cavity of the peritoneuno. It is not because the air in itself 
may irritate or inflame the peritoneal surface that we ad- 
vise its careful exclusion — ^indeed I am not fully persuaded 
that it will do any harm in this respect — ^but because it 
opens the way for extravasation of the solid and fluid con- 
tents of the viscera. 

The lar^ intestines, only partially covered by perito- 
neum and immovable, when wounded do not expose the 
patient to such imminent hazard of fsdcal extravasations 
and the results are much less often fatal Indeed it is upon 
these portions of the intestinal canal that surgeons have 
not hesitated to cany their incisions, for the purpose of 
establishing, in certam cases, an artificial anus, and the 
results have fully established the safety and propriety of the 
procedure. 

In view of the statements now made as to certain anato- 
mical relations and peculiarities of these viscera, we are 
prepared to consider, in case they have been penetrated by 
a balL what methods of treatment are most rational, and 
how far such methods are sustained by experience and 
observation. 

Confining my remarks for the present to those examples 
in which the ball has completely perforated the abdommal 
walls and has escaped externally, of course no exploration 
of the wound is demanded for the purpose of extracting the 
missile. If, however, the ball has made its entrance 
through any portion of the bony parietes of the abdomen, 
it may have carried with it fragments of bone which it 
would be exceedingly desirable to remove as speedily as 
possible. 

Balls which have penetrated the abdomen through the 
dorsal region sometimes carry with them, to a certain depth, 
portions of the dorsal vertebras, and especially of tJieir 
transverse and oblique processes, but it is seldom that these 
fragments are driven fairly into the abdominal cavity. The 
numerous strong ligamentous and tendinous attachments 
wL ich cover so completely nearly all the surfaces of both 
the bodies of the vertebrae and their processes, render their 
complete detachment very difficult, if not impossible; 
while the depth of muscular coverings upon their lateral 
and anterior surfaces still further protects the internal vis- 
cera from the projecting points of the displaced spicul». 
There does not exist, therefore, the same necessity for ex- 
tracting these fragments as in some other cases which I 
shall mention. 

When the track of the wound is through the body of the 
vertebra, in most cases the 8s>inal marrow or its immediate 
coverings have been seriously injured, and surgical inter- 
ference would prove worse than useless ; or the large blood- 
vessels lying in front have been lacerated, and death occurs 
as speedily as if the heart itself had been opened. < 

In a few cases a round ball has been known to pass 
through the side of the body of one of the vertebrae, leav- 
ing a round hole or a lateral furrow, without coming in con- 
tact with either the spinal marrow or the blood-vessels. It 
is not probable that we shall be able to diagnosticate such 
a case clearly during the life of a patient ; and if we were 
able to do so, I do not see what benefit could be derived 
from any surgical operation. 

In case, however, one of the transverse processes has 
been broken and sent inwards, although it is not likely to 
have penetrated the cavity of the abdomen, it yet may 
give rise to serious results by the formation of an abscess 
in the bellies of the psoas muscles, which abscess mav 
eventually make its way along between their fibres towards 
the groin, or it may empty itself into the loose areolar tis- 
sue outside of the peritoneum. These results have occa- 
sionally happened, and it is worthy of consideration 
whether, in such a case, it may not be proper to attempt 
the removal of the broken process at an early moment. 
This operation will be rendered the less difficult fi-om the 
fact that the fragment wiU probably not be beyond the 
reach of the forceps, and if it cannot be extracted, it may 

at least be in some manner replaced, so that its extremi^ 
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shall no longer press upon and goad the muscular tissues. 
The danger of the operation wiU be the less, also, for the 
reason that the operator is not so likely here to penetrate 
the cavity of the peritoneum. 

If such an operation should be thoueht justifiable, the 
incision ought to be made at a right angle with the axis of 
the body, across the fibres of the lumbar muscles, and 
directly upon the transverse process, avoiding as much 
as possible the space between the adjacent processes, in 
which situation are found the prmcipal musciuar branches 
of the lumbar arteries. 

It is much more common to meet with examples of 
gunshot wounds penetrating the cavity of the abdomen 
which have entered through the alsd of the pelvis, in which 
cases the ball seldom fails to carry with it firagments of 
bone. 

In most examples the openings made by smooth round 
balls, and even oy coniciu balls through the al» of the 
pelvis, are simple perforations, and are not accompanied 
with much comminution or fracture of the bone beyond 
the margins of the opening ; but numerous small fragments 
displaced at the point of perforation, and a few larger fi*ae^ 
ments spht off from the inner surface of the bone, are usually 
found driven inwards. This is especially the case when the 
missile strikes upon the crest of the ilium. 

In all these cases, even though the projectile may not 
have penetrated the viscera, the cure is apt to be delayed 
by extensive and prolonged suppuration, the numerous 
small fragments bemg with difficulty discharged through 
the wound of entrance, but makmg theh: way easuy 
downwards into the loose areolar &8ue of the pelvic 
cavity. 

If the ball has penetrated either of the alie where they 
are thickly covered by the great gluteal muscles, it would 
be difficult to discover or to remove the fi-agmenta The 
great depth of the muscular coverings, and the size and num- 
ber of bloodvessels with which they are supplied, render 
all surgical interference improper. But in case the perfo- 
ration occurs near the upper mar^^in of the pelvic bones, 
there can be no impropriety in instituting a search for any 
forei|^ substances which may be suppos^ to have lodged 
within. If the edge of the crest only is broken off, the 
finger can be easily and safely carried along the track of the 
wound to a certain extent, and the probe may be intro- 
duced pretty freely without much danger of its doing harm. 
Indeed it is my opinion that, in case the perforation was 
very near the crest of the ilium, constituting only a smooth, 
round hole through which the loose fragments could be 
distinctly felt, but which was insufficient for their extrac- 
tion, it would be proper to apply the trephine, so as to 
enlarge the opening. Certainly there is no more important 
indication than to remove the fitigments, and I do not see 
why the surgeon, under these circumstances, need hesi- 
tate to perform so trivial and safe an operation at once. 
For this purpose a large trephine should be employed, and 
in order to avoid the necessity of dissecting up the mus- 
cles extensively for the purpose of finding a sound piece of 
bone upon which to rest the pin of his trephine, he might 
adopt the excellent su^estion of Mr. Guthrie in certain 
cases of fracture of the skull — namely, to support the crown 
of the instrument in a circular openinp^ maide in a bar of 
iron, the two ends of the bar being held and steadied by 
assistants; or perhaps it would answer equally well to 
employ for this purpose a piece of wood, the opening in 
which may have been previously made by the trephine 
itself. 

With the exceptions which I have now stated, to which 
may possibly be added a few examples in which firagments 
of ribs have been slightly driven in, it will be improper to 
make anything but the most superficial exploration of the 
wound, either with the finger or the probe. In short, it is 
necessary to declare positively that, whenever the missile 
has penetrated or peiforated fairly the cavity of the abdo- 
men, except in certain cases where the ball has penetrated 
the liyer without hnpinging upon any portion of its bony 



parietes, all such deep explorations, for whatever purpose 
instituted, are positively mischievous, or at all events emi- 
nently hazardous. 

I am not aware that any late surgical writer or teacher, 
except Legouest. has called in (question the soundness of 
this maxim. This sux^eon, in his treatise on Army Sur- 
gery, published at Paris so late as 1863, recommends digi- 
tal explorations for the purpose of ascertaining whether a 
ball has penetrated an mtestine. While he can find no 
justification for this procedure in the case of a narrow 
punctured wound^ he proceeds to say : — " But if the wound 
IS pade by a cuttm^ instrument^ or by shot^ we think that 
it is imprudent to place rehance upon the pnenomena pre- 
viously described ; that it is necessary to assure ourselves 
immediately of the absence or of the presence of an effu- 
sion ; and if the effusion is found to exist, it is proper to 
interpose by an operation. The finger oueht, therefore, to 
be introduced into the bellY and moved about ; if it is 
withdrawn without being soiled with intestinal matter, we 
may suppose that the perforation of the intestine is closed 
by the protrusion of the mucous membrane, by the inter- 
position of the epiploon, etc., and we may confine our- 
selves to the eenenu means of treatment already indicated. 
We must not forget, however, that during the first moments 
after the receipt of the wound, the spontaneous contraction 
of the intestine opposes an obstacle to the escape of both 
solid and liquid matter, but that the gas may escape and 
communicate to the finger an odor easily recognised. In 
such a case we should keep the external wound open, and 
compress the walls of the belly, in order to favor the 
escape of the gas from the abdominal cavity. If^ on the 
other hand, the finger is withdrawn soiled by the matter 
which has escaped n'om the digestive tube, we should dilate 
the external wound by an incision, draw the intestine out^ 
and reunite the solution of continuity by the suture. 
Plunged into a wound of the abdomen, the finger often 
encounters the intestinal lesion immediately back of the 
opening made in the peritoneum, and recognises the ends 
of the divided intestine by the spasmodic contraction with 
which they are seized, and which gives to them a hard 
consistence like cartOage." 

The distinguished position which this writer occupies 
renders it necessary that I should give to these extraordi- 
nary statements a careful consideration. 

l!t is unfortunately true that in nine cases out often, 
when^a ball has penetrated the abdomen, the patient dies 
within twenty-four or forty-eight hours ; and it is equally 
true that his death is in a great majority of cases caused by 
extravasation of the contents of the bowels into the peri- 
toneal cavity, and the consequent inflammation, it is 
indeed not certain that a conical ball ever traverses the 
region occupied by the small intestines without both a 
rupture of tne tube and an extravasation of its contents to 
a greater or less extent. 

On the other hand, it is known that a certain number 
recover after such injuries without any conclusive evidence 
having been furnished that the int^^tine was wounded; 
and that a number still larger recover, with either a perma- 
nent, or, as more often happens, with only a temporary 
discharge of faecal matter through the wound ; and these 
results have happened under what has been termed the 
general plan of treatment — that is, without surgical inter- 
ference. 

It was the first duty, therefore, of M. Legouest in 
announcing this novel plan of treatment, to show, by a refer- 
ence to facts, that his method had obtained more fortunate 
results. This he has not done. He has failed to report 
even one example of cure after a gunshot injury b^ the use 
of the intestinal suture. And the records of the mtestinal 
suture, as appUed to this class of injuries, have always been 
found to be nearly equally barren of facts ; for it must be 
understood that the suture has before been employed in 
cases where a protrusion or a complete exposure of the 
viscera seemed to render the practice proper. It is only in 
its application to concealed wounds oi tlie intestinal tube, 
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demanding explorations and incisions in order to bring Ae 
wounds into view, that the saggestions of this author ap- 
pear novel, and seem to demand special attention. 
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STNOPSIS OF 

A REPORT UPON CAMP MEASLES, 

9ASED UPON JOf ANALTSIS OF ONS HUNDRSD CA8IS, HADS TO 

THB 8URGE0N-0ENSBAL. 

By ROBERTS BARTHOLOW, A.M., M.D., 

AflSnTAMT^UBQBOV, V.B.A. 

It has occurred to me that some special investigations into 
the clinical history and pathology of Camp Mbasles might 
be useful, if the cases traced to a conclusion were permit- 
ted to tell their own story. With this view, one hundred 
cases, as they were admitted into the wards of the Oeheral 
Field Hospital. Chattanooga, were submitted to more or 
less careful analysis. The clinical observations were com- 
pared with the morbid appearances after death. The 
course of investigation embraced the— 

Symptoms referable to the inte^mentary system, 
" " " respiratory S3rstem, 

" " " circulatory system, 

" " " digestive system, 

" " ** urinary organs, 

" " " nervous system, 

mode of death, and the examination of the moroid appear- 
ances after death. It was proposed, also, to educe a 
rational method of treatment from these observations at 
the bedside, and in the dead-house. It is a trite subject, 
yet every well informed medical man knows that camp 
measles is a formidable disease, and differs in this respect, 
if in no other, from the epidemics which usually prevail 
amongst children, and which most housewives feel compe- 
tent to treat The measles of civil life and camp meases 
mav be expected to be alike, when the same conditions are 
fulnlled in each. The peculiar poison which produces them 
does not differ. The poison luxuriates amongst recruits 
and in camps, because the objective and subjective condi- 
tions for its development are peculiarly rich in this class of 
patients. 

Camp measles is said to differ from common measles, by 
the fact of its recurring again and again in the same sub- 
ject. The 100 cases analysed do not tell this story, for 91 
cases had not, and 9 supposed they had had the disease. 
It is a disease of recruits, especially young recruits. In 
100 cases, only 4 were old soldiers, in two of whom, it is 
probable, the disease occurred a second time ; 28 cases in 
loo occurred in recruits aged eighteen, and 68 from the 
ages of seventeen to twenty, inclusive 

Attention was directed to the alleged agency of a fun- 
gous growth upon straw in the causation of the disease. 
The statistics of these cases do not support the theory of 
Dr. Salisbury ; 85 had not, and onlv 15 had, slept or lain 
on straw or hay since enlistment All the cases were ex- 
posed to contagion for a period ranging from five to fifteen 
days. Nothing could be more unwise in respect to sani- 
tary considerations than the present system of collecting 
and organizing recruits. The error consists in this, that 
the most thorough and radical change is made instantane- 
ously in the mode of life, diet, and habits of the man. A 
young recruit goes from his home, where he enjoys sub- 
stantial food, a comfortable bed, warm clothing^ and regu- 
lar hours, to the dep6t, where he is placed in crowded 
quarters or tent^*, baoly or not at all policed ; his food, of 
quality to which he is unaccustomed, is imperfectly cooked ; 
he is exposed to the vicissitudes of the weather without ade- 
quate clothing and bedding, and is surrounded at all times 
by animal effluvia. The effects of these agencies are exhi- 



bited in disturbances of the vicarious relation of. the skin 
and kidneys, and of the skin and mucous surfaces, in dis- 
turbances of the respiratory organs and in disturbances of 
the primary assimilation — ^favorable conditions for the recep* 
tion of morbific agents, especially of the poison of measles. 

FoRMATivB Stage. — ^In a period varying from five to 
fourteen days after exposure to contagion, the first symp- 
toms manifest themselves. A chill followed by catarrhal 
affection is the earliest symptom. Then the cheeks, eye- 
hds, and al» of the nose ledden and swell; the nasal 
passages and fauces tumefy : irritation is fell in the bron- 
chial tubes, and the cough is frequent, dry, harsh, and 
stridulent Abundant secretion from Schneiderian mem- 
brane, from conjunctivas and from bronchial tubes follows 
this dry stage quickly. 

Ebuftivb Stage. — ^The eruption makes its appearance in ^ 
the majority of cases on the fourth dav, upon the &ce and 
neck, and spreads thence over the body, appearing last 
upon inferior extremities. The eruption consists of smi^ 
red spots, arranged in crescentic patches, rather dark than 
bright red, slightly elevated, and giving an impression of 
roughness to the nnger passed over the integument On 
the face, upper part of chest and anus, the crescentic patches 
sometimes coalesce, and the redness becomes diffused, 
variegated, however, with spots or islands of darker hue— 
the first points of eruption. The tumefaction of the face 
sensibly increases with the development of the eruption ; 
the eyelids swell, and the conjunctivas inflame. One sec- 
tion of the Field Hospital being devoted to colored sol- 
diers and contrabands, an opportunity was afforded for the 
study of the eruption in tne negro. The difficulty of 
making out the eruption in this class of patients depends 
upon uie depth of color. In the pure negro, the eruption 
appears as vellowish spots shghtly elevated, and giving a 
sensation of rouj^hness ; in the mulatto, as a dusky-brown, 
ill-defined ; and in the lighter shades more distinct, reddish- 
brown spots approaching the characteristics of the erup- 
tion in the wmte. The concomitant symptoms are the 
same as in the white — coryza, tumefaction of the face and 
eyelids, conjunctivitis, etc. Negro recruits seem to be as 
susceptible to the poison of measles as White. The erup- 
tion was well marked in 65 cases ; not well marked or 
slight in 35 cases. The mortality was 8 per cent greater in 
the latter. Characteristic svmptoms occurred in four cases 
without eruption, two of wnich died. 

Desquamative Stage. — ^Desquamation occurred in these 
cases on the third, fourth, or fifth day of the eruption. 
Not unfrequently large patches of epidermis were thrown 
off, and the stage of desquamation was always distinctly 
marked. With the subsidence of the eruption in three 
cases facial erysipelas supervened. But graver complica- 
tions occurred at this stage — bronchitis, capillary bronchitis, 
lobular pneumonia, pneumonia, meningitis, intestinal ana 
renal lesions. These accidents will be further treated of 
under their appropriate heads. 

Symptoms Kefebable to the Respibatort System were 
the most ur^nt in a large majority of cases. The coryza 
was distressmg in all cases, the mucous membrane of the 
nasal passages being tumefied, deeply injected, and not un- 
frequently ulcerated. Laryngeal symptoms were usual, 
but they did not consist of graver lesions than some hoarse- 
ness and aphonia. Cough was dry, loud, resonant, and 
paroxysmal in an early part of the disease, preventing sleep. 
Copious expectoration came on early, consisting lor the 
most part of numerous corpuscles, some casts of the finer 
tubes, and an occasional blood globule. The cough kept up 
during the progress of the disease, or until tlie exhaustion 
of the vital powers precluded the copious exudation into 
the trachea and bronchial tubes, filling them, and the ex- 
tensive congestion of the lungs, lobular pneumonia, pneu- 
monia, greatly embarrassed respiration, preventing aeration. 
In such cases the lips were blue, the face a dusky brown, 
and the countenance anxious. 

Circulatory System. — The febrile action in all cascs^ ran 
high ; the pulse quick and rapid, frequently rose to 140 per 
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minute ; the temperature during the preliminanr fever and 
eruptiye stage was greatly elevated, but in the stage of 
desquamation and decline became correspondingly lowered. 
The action of the heart, though rapid, exhibited little power. 
The blood when drawn was fluid, of a bright red color, and 
not readily coag^able. The number of white corpuscles 
increased very visibly, pari passu with the progress of the 
disease, and the red corpuscles were, in many instances, 
irregular in outline. 

DiQBSTivs SYSTEif. — Thcmucous membrane of the mouth 
and fauces woe red and punctated ; the tongue bright red, 
and loaded at the sides and posteriorly ; filiform papilke 
prominent. There were always more or less deep iniection 
of the soft palate, swelling of the tonsils and uvula, and 
small circular whitish ulcers covered with a sofl exudation 
on the buccal and labial mucous membrane. The swelling 
of thft mucous membrane of the pharynx, involving the 
orifices of the Eustachian tubes, and the considerable en- 
largement of the tonsils, were the cause of the deafness ex- 
perienced in a large number of cases. Deglutition was 
painful and difficult from these causes and from Uie spme- 
times thickened, erect, and inflamed epiglottis; vomiting 
was rare, but diarrhoea existed in two-thirds of the casea 

XJrinabt Organs. — The earliest symptom referable to 
these oi|;an8 was a diminution in the total quantity of urine 
excreted. In three of those severe cases in which the erup- 
tion was either absent or imperfectly developed, in which 
the respiration was greatly embarrassed fi*om congestion of 
the lungs, and in which coma and convukions gave evi- 
dence or serious lesion of the brain, there was total sup- 
pression of the urine. From the occurrence of the first 
symptoms to the acme of the disease the quantity of urine 
constantly diminished, and its specific gravity and morbid 
deposits mcreased. The deposits in the main consisted of 
amorphous Hthate of ammonia, numerous crystals of oxa- 
late of lime, mucous and epithelial corpuscles, and a few 
blood globules. The deposits cleared up in the stage of 
desquamation if convalescence became established, but in 
the fatal cases the turbidity increased and the amount of 
urine diminished. The chlorides disappeared in the cases 
of bronchitis as well as in those of pneumonia. The return 
of the chlorides, and an increase in the quantity of urine 
and a d'minution in the amount of sediment, were satis- 
factory evidences of improvement Sometimes the increase 
in the quantity and changje in the quality of the urine were 
80 sudden as to fairly entitle these phenomena to the con- 
sideration of a critical discharge. iJaily examinations were 
made to detect albumen and casts, but they were not dis- 
covered in a single instance. 

Brain and Nervous System.— In three cases there were 
convulsions and insensibility, terminating in coma and 
death. Delirium, more or less violent, was present in all 
fetal cases ; so violent in many of them as to require the 
constant presence of attendants to keep the patients in bed 
or prevent them doing violence to themselves or others. 
Typhoid symptoms were developed in the stage of desqua- 
mation after the decline of the fever, when intestinal lesions 
supervened to retard or prevent recovery. Then subsultus, 
picking of the bed-clothes, low delirium, came on, together 
with the other signs and symptoms peculiar to the typhoid 
state. The duration of the disease was from seven to mteen 
days. Convalescence was established usually in fevorable 
cases about the ninth day. It was frequently indicated by 
increased discharges from kidneys or intestines or skin (cri- 
tical). ^ 

Death occurred in two cases before the appearance of the 
eruption (necraemia). During the stages of eruption and 
desquamation death happened by the brain (meningitis), 
and by the lungs (bronchitis and pneumonia), later by lasion 
of innervation, enlargement, thickening, and ulceration of 
•olitarv and agminated glands, and a peculiar alteration of 
the follicles ofXieberkuhn, and of the tubular glands of the 
large intestines. The mortality in the 100 cases analysed 
was 28, but the average mortality for the hospital was 22.4 
per 100. It is interesting to contrast the comparative 



mortality in tents and houses. The mortality in 209 cases 
in (General Hospital No. 1, Nashville, was 42. The difier- 
ence is too small to found a principle upon. 
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RXPOBT or THREE OASES 07 

CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS, 

WITH BEMABK& 

Bt a. p. WOODWARD, M.D., 

OP BRAHDOK, TT. 

Some weeks a^o I published a record made of a post-mcn*- 
tem examination held on a case of cerebro-spinal meningitis 
or spotted fever. I now propose to report other case& with 
a few remarks upon the malady, which I think will be round, 
after further experience, mainly correct I make them 
because I feel it obhgatory upon myself to give correct 
directions to the inferences which may be drawn from that 
record. Almost any physician who had never come in con* 
tact with the disease would be led to infer, from the record 
of the post-mortem, that the malady was cerebro-spinal 
meningitis, when in ract the cerebro-spinal meningitis is only 
one of the many forms which the disease assumes. In other 
words, the membranes of the brain and cord are only occa- 
sionallv inflamed ; other organs are often, perhaps, not quite 
as liable to be attacked with inflammation as the membranes 
of the brain and cord. In the few remarks which accom- 
panied my first article, I mentioned that the disease was a 
nervous affection ; further experience more than confirms 
that opinion. It has been called typhus, goat^ ship, and 
spotted fever, but I am convinced that it is a nervous afifec- 
tion 8ui generis, 1 do not think any one has accounted for 
the disease, or in any satisfactory manner explained the cause 
of its appearance. Middle-aged and the young, so far as my 
observation and inquiries have extended, seem most liable 
to it. Neither habit, occupation, nor previous strength of 
constitution seems to influence the attack. You wiU ob- 
serve that the symptoms vary much in the difierent cases. 
The only one tiiat I have observed as in any way common 
is pain, which may in the onset be located in the front 
part of the head (a very frequent seat), or in the back of 
the head, down the spine, in the Umbs, and in various re- 
gions of the abdomen, which is pretty sure to reach the 
bead before the malady is removed. The pain may precede 
the attack for many days, or only for a few hours ; and in 
some cases the patient will not complain of pain until 
somewhat advanced in the disease. Judging from the de- 
scription which patients have given me of the pain, I 
should consider it very acute. The duration of the disease 
is as variable as the symptoms which characterize it^ in 
some instances running on for weeks, before the patient 
finds himself sufficiently recovered to resume his occupa- 
tion. In others, the patient^ from a condition which appears 
almost hopeless, will rally in the short space of forty-eight 
hours sufficient to be able to leave his bed. The spots 
from which the disease has taken its name are not utuike 
the spots seen in enteric and typhus fever; often altoge- 
ther wanting, but when present, presenting in few cases 
all grades, from the rose-colored rash to the deep and per- 
manent (under pressu^) petechias, occupying only a limit- 
ed section, as of the chest or abdomen, or, as in some in- 
stances, almost if not quite confluent. From observation 
and inquiries, I am persuaded that the viscera of the abdo- 
men are occasionally involved, as evidenced during the con- 
tinuance of the disease by tympanitis and strangury 
ef a very distressing character. Of^ the viscera of the tho- 
rax I believe the lungs and pericardium are the only organs 
that have been known to become involved. The hypertro- 
phy of the left ventricle, in the case I reported, no doubt 
existed long before the young man was attacked with 
spotted fever of the brain and spinal cord. It may be said 
tnat they are usually in a state of excitation, which may 
leave, in fatal cases, marks of previously existing inflamma- 
tion. 
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John Eaton, aged 19, American, healthy, complained of 
headache, and confined himself to light duties about the 
house for two weeks. On the 3d of March, 1864, took 
his bed, and soon after became delirious and very restless. 
March 6th. — I saw him in consultation with Dr. Carpenter, 
of Fairhaven. At this time the disease resembled dehrium 
tremens, and had the patient been older, I might have call- 
ed it such. Tongue not much coated ; pulse rapid, easily 
compressed, and of moderate fulness. The pupils were 
natural; eyes open, and seemed staring at the wall. If 
loudly spoken to woujd give his attention for a moment^ 
and perhaps make a remark wholly foreign to the occasion ; 
or he might break out in a musical strain, with an attempt 
at some favorite air. He would persist in having his arms 
upon the bed-covering, and with his fingers keep picking 
the clothing, or reaching and feeling for imaginary objects. 
Occasionally he would make a powerfiil eflfort to get from 
the bed, which would take two or three attendants to con- 
trol ; and again he would become perfectly subordinate to the 
entreaties of a female attendant. The surface was bathed 
in perspiration, which upon his hands was cool, while upon 
his body and such parts as were kept covered, the tempera- 
ture was not far from natural. The characteristic rash did 
not make its appearance during the continuance of the dis- 
ease, which terminated favoraoly in two weeks in a pro- 
tracted convalescence. Treatment consisted principally in 
the administration of diffusible and cerebral stimulants. 

Qeo. W. Bacon, French, aged six, not a very rugged 
boy. March 10th, was noticed to be restless and feverish. 
On the 11th I was consulted^ pulse 144, fiiU, with consi- 
derable strength; tongue slightly coated; pupils slightly 
dilated with suffused conjunctivae ; great thirst and great 

Eain in the head ; mind slightly wandering, with hot skin ; 
owels confined ; urine free, and not highly colored. Hy- 
drg. submur. gr. viij. ; Ipecac, gr. J. To taken at once. The 
extremities and body to be made to perspire freely by means 
of hot brick baths, etc., for two hours ; head to be kept 
cool. Vesper. — Has perspired a good deal ; bowels moved 
twice ; other symptoms much the same. James's powder, 

fr. XX., fiat pulv. iv. : one to be taken every four hours. 
2th. — Pulse 148, full and strong; surface burning hot; 
great thirst ; tongue more dry, and brown in the centre ; 
rose-colored rash upon the chest ; pain still very severe ; 
more delirium through the night ; some tremors observed 
when he takes hold of a cup. Veratrum viride fluid 
extr. ; min. ij. to be repeated every third hour. Head to 
be kept cool, while the body and limbs are again sweated 
for two hours ; afterwards to be wrapped in flannel. Ves- 
per. — Pulse 140; vomited twice to-day. Continue the 
same treatment. 13th. — ^Pulse 120; tongue less brown, 
and thirst less; less pain in the head. Belladonna fluid 
extr. in. li every third hour. Extremities warm and head 
cool. Vesper. — Pulse 144 ; tongue more brown ; thirst 
increasing ; pain in the head superseded by one of great 
intensity m the left side ; no physical signs of disease of the 
chest present Recommended veratrum viride ; blister to 
left side, towards the spine ; TuUy's powder, gr. iij. every 
fourth hour. 14th. — Symptoms much the same. Pulse 
144. Blister has filled. Continue same treatment. Body 
and limbs to be again sweated for two hours. 15th. — Pulse 
120. Pain in the side much relieved. Continue the 
same treatment Vesper. — Marked improvement. 16th. — 
Pulse 90. Pain entirely gone ; rose-colored spots faded ; 
bowels have been composed twenty-four hours. Fluid 
extr. rhei to open bowels. 20th. — Recovered, and at play 
with his sisters. 

Henry M. Graves, aged 30, American, married. Has 
had within the year two severe attacks of diphtheria, from 
which he had apparently recovered. On tlie fourteenth 
of March complained but slightly of a dull pain or heavi- 
ness in his head ; retired at a seasonable hour, and was 
discovered by his wife in the night in an insensible con- 
dition. 17th, P.M. — I met the family physician, Dr. Ross, 
of Middlebury, in consultation. Pulse 100, not full, easily 
compressed; pupils moderately dilated; sight was not 



materially changed so far as I was able to determine; great 
restlessness, with frequent efforts to get fi*om the bed. 
"Would pay no attention to conversation addressed to him, 
nor to the presence of his friends. The entire surface was 
covered with a confluent rash of all grades, from a minute 
red spot to petechias one-eighth of an inch in diameter, 
which could not be made to disappear under pressure. 
There Was little more than a natural heat of the surface. 

As it was almost impossible to open the patient's mouth . 
and as xxv. gr. hydrarg. submur. had been administered 
in the morning, it was deemed advisable to try the effect 
of heat upon me body and extremities, while the head was 
to be kept cool until the bowels were freely opened by 
frequent enemata. 

To the great delight of all who were interested, after the 
bowels moved copiously the patient was restored to con- 
sciousness. 18th. — ^Pulse 80; skin natural; converses 
freely; is now conscious of suffering intensely in his head 
and spine for a few hours before sufficiently restored to be 
able t<) make his sufferings known. From this time the 
patient gradually regained his usual vigor, if indeed you can 
say he has really accomplished so much. For some time it 
was with great difficulty he could walk, and not at all 
without great persuasion. April 20. — ^I have this day seen 
Mr. G-. for the first time since the 18th March ; he has not 
the appearance of firm health, and complains of his back 
and limbs. I directed counter-irritation to the spine. 

In the latter part of February I saw a case, in consultation 
with Dr. Jones of Benson, which resembled case No. 1, 
except there was less sweating and the patient paid more 
attention to surrounding circumstances. The case had been 
bled early and the spine cupped and blistered. In this case 
stran^ry was present (It may have been caused by the 
fly-bhster.) Inability to lie upon his left side and back was 
a marked feature in his case. The case terminated &tally 
about the eighth day. 

We learn from the above cases that the disease runs no 
certain definite course ; that like many other maladies, it 
may be very harmless to all appearance when about to 
terminate fatally ; that every case stands by itself, and. to 
be successful in the treatment, the physician must so unaer- 
stand it Each case is to be judgea by itself, which may be 
influenced by locality, or epidemic, or endemic causes. 

Cases may and doubtless will arise where bloodletting 
will be the only available means with which we can combat 
it with the best prospect of success. 1 think when blood- 
letting is likely to prove serviceable, in order to get the full 
benefit of the remedy, we should resort to it at an early 
period in the disease. When the patient is \mconscious, 
unless he gets to the urinal himself, the bladder should by 
no means be neglected. 

SOME PEACTICAL OBSEETATIONB 

ON SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION, 

AT ROOK ISLAND PRISON BARRACKS, ROOK XSLAICD, ILl'S. 

Bt R. M. LACKEY, A. A. Suro. U.S.A., M.D. 
There are few subjects in the medical world that have 
claimed the attention and study of physicians more than 
small-pox. Every medical writer for centuries pa^ has 
treated of it, some devoting themselves exclusively to its 
study, the most valuable results attending their labors. 
It is, nowever, a source of regret that, nearly three-quarters 
of a century after the achievements of Jenner, small-pox 
should still prevail, notwithstanding we have daily evi- 
dence of the power of vaccination, when properly employed, 
to arrest the ravages i)ff this loathsome disease. From its 
earliest recorded history small-pox seems to have prevailed 
extensively in large armies, the presence of which, in this 
country during the past three years, I think may be re- 
garded as the exciting cause of its general prevalence, the 
contagion becoming more powerfiil by concentration, the 
predisposing cause being negligence in regard to vaccina- 
tion, and the large number of persons who are consequently 
unprotected. 
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The appearance of the disease here was ahnost simolta- 
neous witQ the first arrival of troops for garrison duty, but it 
did not begin to spread to an alarming extent until a fort- 
niffht or more afler the arrival of the nrst lot of prisoners, 
which was about the 6th of December, 1863. From Jan. 
Ist, 1864, to about March Ist, it spread rapidly and almost 
entirely amongst the prisoners : some days as many as forty 
new cases occurred. As there nad been no buildings erected 
for hospital purposes outside the prison yard, some old dwell- 
ing-houses on tbe island were used as a Pest-Hospital, and 
men sick with smaU-pox were crowded into those, where 
they suffered from exposure and insufficient ventilation 
until better accommodations were provided. Although 
there are few who have never been vaccinated, yet the 
number of bad cases that occur is laree ; thus out of 558 
cases admitted there were but 44 that had never been vac- 
cinated ; jet out of this number 166 had confluent small- 
pox. This may be accounted for by the &ct that, of the 
514 that had been vaccinated, there were 107 on whom the 
yaocination had not taken effect, and 59 in whom the matr 
ter used was evidently bad, as is shown by the character of 
the scars ; and in 38 cases the variola and vaccine disease 
occurred simultaneously, making in all 204 that were wholly 
unprotected. The whole number admitted to small-pox 
hospitals to this date is 1165; of these 335 have died, or 
one in 3.17. Of confluent cases the deaths have been 
about 75 per cent. This would show a heavy mortality 
but for the condition of these men when attacked. Many of 
them are almost exhausted by other diseases, and a large 
number die during the first week of the eruption. 

In the treatment of small-pox several plans and remedies 
have been employed, and pronounced by some to have the 
power of aborting the disease. The Sarracenia Purpurea, 
80 highly recommended by Dr. Morris of Halifax, !N. S., 
and ouiers, has been used here to some extent^ but its em- 
ployment has not been followed by the marvellous effects 
claimed for it; as soon, however, as another supply can be 
procured, we propose giving it a further trial, and hope to 
be able to report more favorably. 

It has been asserted by some that vaccination, even 
afler the variolous eruption has appeared, modifies the dis- 
ease, and this course has been recommended ; but observa- 
tions here have not confirmed the truth of this statement 
I have carefully observed thirty-eight cases in which the 
vaccine disease and small-pox occurred simultaneously, and 
there was not a case in which the vaccination seemea to be 
of any benefit ; but in some cases the variolous modified the 
vaccine poison, making tbe vesicle smaller than usual, and 
in others die vaccine vesicle became contaminated with the 
variolous poison, and ran the same course of the small-pox 
pustules. I see no object, therefore, in vaccinating afler the 
variolous eruption has appeared. 

The treatment which seems to be attended with the best 
results here is, to open the bowels freely at the onset of the 
disease, and, if there be much nausea, an emetic may be ad- 
yisable to assist in freely unloading the stomach. Some of 
the saline laxatives are given to keep the bowels soluble 
durinff the course of the disease. For restlessness and 
wakefulness Dover's Powder in 10 gr. doses at bedtime. 
Aller tlie secondary fever has subsided it is necessary to 
use all the supporting means at our disposal-^quinine, iron, 
wine, egg-nogg, and nourishing diet. Por the throat affec- 
tion that so nequently occurs from about the sixth to the 
eighth day, we have been using bromine by inhalation, 
and with venr decidedly beneficial results. Frequently the 
tongue and throat swell enormously in a few hours, so that 
the patient can neither speak nor swallow, and suffocation 
seems imminent. In these cases we have seen the swelling 
diminish as rapidly as it came from the use of this remedy. 
An inhaling apparatus may be extemporized by two tubes 
placed in the cork-stopper of a wide-mouthed bottle. 
From the fourteenth to the twenty-first day pneumonia is 
most to be feared, and nearlj^ all tibe cases in which it oc- 
curs prove fataL Treatment is of but little avail, except to 
palliate as far as possible the sufferings until death rebeves 



the victim. Erysipelas is very prevalent; neariy 25 per cent, 
of the whole numoer of patients are in the enrsipelas ward. 
Fpr this we find the local and constitutional use of iodine 
and bromine, with prompt support, the best treatment. 
Abscesses and slougmng are very common among ahsemio 
subjects. I have seen the scrotum and penis nearly all 
slough away before death took place. For the abscesses, 
when they become extensive and the parts gan^nons, we 
have found the injection of a weak solution of iodine, after 
the pus is evacuated, very beneficial 

We have made use of a variety of external local appli- 
cations — mainly for their soothing effects during the stages 
of maturation and decline. A very excellent soothing ap- 
plication is otive oil and creasote, from ten to twenty drops 
of the latter to the ounce of oil The oil softens tbe sur- 
fiice, and the creasote allays the itching, and, besides, its 
antiseptic properties are of some value. Another local 
remeay that we have used with great advantage, especially 
for the eyes, is glycerine. We usually take equal quantities 
of glycerine and water, and for the eyes the addition of a 
few grains of tannin to the ounce is benefidaL Where 
there are extreme dryness and soreness of the mouth the 
glycerine mixture is an excellent apptication, not only in 
small-pox but in other diseases. 

Of tne 558 cases of which I have taken notes, those be- 
tween 15 and 20 bear the disease best; no bad cases occur- 
ring in those over 40 years of age recover ; and no deaths 
have occurred in those who have a good vaccine mark. 

Vaccination is the s;reat disarmer of this terrible destroyer 
of human life | and the zeal manifested by some physicians 
in extending its blessings soon after its discovery is well 
worthy of imitation. Ab early as 1803 a voyage round the 
globe was undertaken for the sole purpose of extending 
vaccination. An account of it^ translated Grom the Madrid 
Gazette of October 14. 1806, hegrns as follows : " On Sun- 
day, the 7th of last September, Dr. Francis X. de Balmis, 
honorary Surgeon of the Royal Chamber, had the honor of 
kissing the hand of his Majesty on bin return from a voyage 
round the world, undertaken with the sole purpose of car- 
rying to all the Spanish dominions beyond the sea, as well 
as to those of other nations, the inestimable blessing of vac- 
cination.*' The greatest care was taken to have good virus, 
and everything necessary to insure success, as the account 
further states : " The persons attached to the expedition 
were several physicians with assistants, and 22 children, 
who had not had the small-pox, and were' destined to pre- 
serve the valuable fluid by a successive vaccination from 
arm to arm on one afler another in the course of the voy- 

After difiiising vaccination through Spanish America, 
and establishing societies for its preservation, the Doctor 
determined to carry this *' consolation of humanity,'* as he 
terms it) to Asia. A portion of the expediUon was also 
sent to Peru, and it is said the vaccine disease was com- 
municated to 50,000 persons without one unpleasant result 
It is owing to the zeal and energetic labors of such men as 
Dr. Bahnis that we have for a long time been comparatively 
free fix)m those terrible epidemics of small-pox that were 
once so common, and which threaten us again unless we 
carefully use the means to avert such calamities. The 
great evil is in the use of worthless or impure matter, as the 
following figures will prove. Of 558 cases of small-pox 131 
have been vaccinated once, 155 twice, 95 three times, 133 
four times, and only 44 never. Of the 514 vaccinated, 285 
have had the vaccine disease once, 103 twice, and 16 three 
times ; 107 never. In 59 of the cases put down as having 
had the vaccine disease, it is evident that the matter em- 
ployed was bad, as is shown by the sore or cicatrix on tbe 
arm. and from the fact that these men had unmodified 
small-pox : thus making 166 cases in which vaccination was 
unsuccessnil, either from worthless matter, or fi*om careless- 
ness in performing the operation. The virus furnished the 
Medical Department of the Army is very often worthless 
and harmful Of 264 cases vaccinated only 147 were suc- 
cessful, and in these the £ulure I am confident was not 
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owing to the careless or ignorant manner of inserting the 
virus. 

We are accountable for the failures of vaccination, for if 
good virus is used, and the operation performed by an ex- 

g^rt, success will be the rule, and failure the exception, 
ow then is vaccination to be made more effectual ? First, 
it is evident that compulsory laws bearing on the subject 
must be enacted reqwring children to be vaccinated at an 
early age, and no one should be considered protected unless 
pronounced so by some one authorized to vaccinate and 
competent to jud^e. 

We must also devise means for obtaining and preserving 
genuine vaccine virus. We shall constantly meet with dis- 
appointment so long as we depend on that kept for sale in 
the shops, and by those who make it a business to traffic in 
the article. Let the medical societies in every city and 
county appoint as a board a certain number ot their mem- 
bers, whose duty it shall be to always keep on hand, at 
whatever cost or labor, a perfectly reliable article of vaccine 
matter, from which source alone let physicians draw their 
supplies. In this way the traffic in this important article, 
and the impositions so often practised by unprincipled ana 
ienorant persons, will be at an end, and the blessings of vac- 
cmation generally enjoyed. Whatever errors or dereliction 
of duty uiere may be in regard to this matter in future, I 
trust there will be none that may be charged upon the 
medical profession. 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

PUNCTURED WOUND OF THE THORAX — ^PNEUMOTHORAX — 

RECOVERY. 

J. B., ffit 23, was stabbed on the ni^ht of Feb. 20th, be- 
tween the vertebral column and the mterior angle of the 
left scapula. He stated that the stab was immediately 
succeeded by an oppressive dyspnoea and ^;reat physical 

Srost ration. In this condition he was admitted mto the 
ospitaL He was expectorating small quantities of bloody 
mucus, and his face was pallid and anxious. The percus- 
sion note upon the right side was normal, but over the left 
thorax a highly tympanitic resonance was elicited. Aus- 
cultation revealed cavernous breathing over the upper 
portion of the left scapula, with absence of all respiratory 
sounds over the remaining portion of the left cavity. The 
external wound was sealed, and the patient placed in the 
recumbent posture, after which his breatning became 
easy. 

Feb. 23d. — ^He has continued to expectorate a bloody 
froth since admission, but has been verv free from dyspnoea, 
and reports himself comfortable. Auscultation reveals 
distinct metallic tinkles more distinctly in the subclavicular 
region; there is but little fluid in the thoracic cavity, 
which throughout the greater portion of its extent yields 
the same abnormal resonance. Feb. 28th. — Improving ; no 
dyspnoea ; no metallic tinkling, and much less of the tym- 
panitic resonance, fiespiration can now be heard exten- 
sively over the posterior aspect of the left side. From this 
time the- condition of the patient steadily improved, until 
March 12th, when he was discharged entirely well 

This case is interesting on account of the rapidity of the 
recovery which he made from so grave an accident, there 
being but three weeks from the date of the injury to that 
of his discharge. The symptoms indicating a wound of the 
lung, with a complete collapse of this organ, were so well 
deBned that an error in diagnosis cannot be admitted. 
This man had none of the usual sequelae of the accident^ 
such as pleurisy, pneumonia, or empyema, and to this must 
be attributed his early recovery. 

PNEUMONIA. 

There are many cases of this affection treated during the 
year at Bellevue, and consequently the disease is &miliir 



to ns all. Of the diagnosis we do not propose to speak. 
A few words as to treatment It is now generally aamit- 
ted that pneumonia is a disease which tends to debility, 
and therefore recjuires analeptic treatment The older 
methods of sanguineous depletion with antimonials have 
been swept away by the advance of medical science, rather 
than by a chan^ in the t3rpe of the disease ; indeed, we 
seldom meet with a case of pneumonia so sthenic as to 
require or even tolerate a plan of treatment which is 
essentially depressing. A simple case of pneumonia will 
get weU of itself without any medical assistance what- 
ever, provided the system possess vitality sufficient to carry 
the patient through the disease ; and the chief indication 
which the physician is called upon to meet, is, to sustain 
the vital forces when they begin to flag. Antiphlogistics 
are only admissible as palhatives, or checks to certain 
svmptoms, and exercise no control over the real disease. 
Ihese are the principles which govern our practice : — ^For 
a healthy and temperate man, in whom the disease is con- 
fined to one lobe, and the pleuritic pain inconsiderable, we 
firequently do nothing further than Keep him comfortable 
in bed, with diet nutritious and easy of digestion, sufficient 
to meet the demands of the appetite. §udi a man has 
within himself the elements of recovery. Should this 

Satient suffer from active febrile symptoms, with acute pain 
uring the first stage, dry cups to the chest, and a mode- 
rate diaphoresis by means of an oiled muslin jacket and a 
Dover's powder, vnll relieve the symptoms. If the pneu- 
monia be more extensive, we expect a greater degree of sub- 
sequent asthenia, and modify the treatment accordingly ; 
as soon, therefore, as any active symptoms have been 
allayed as above, we begin with the more liberal use of 
food, as strong beef-tea, eggs, etc., reserving tonics and 
stimulants for the flagging pulse. Dr. Loomis, however, 
gives quinine from me commencement of consolidation, 
with a view to support the nervous system till convales- 
cence is established, and thinks the patient under this treat- 
ment recovers more rapidly. Pneumonia in old persons 
and in children, or in persons debilitated fix>m any cause 
whatever, is very apt to assume the asthenic type, and 
requires, besides the above, for its successful issue^ the 
administration of stimulants, graduated to the symptoms 
in the case; for instance, a boy aged twelve years was 
very ill last winter with a pneumonia confined to the 
lower lobe of the right lung ; his pulse had risen to 120, 
and was very weak ; for several days he took with marked 
benefit sixteen ounces of whiskey per diem, with eggs, 
beef-tea, milk, etc., and finally recovered. Most of our 
patients, sick of pneumonia, get more or less of whiskey 
during their illness, and all are allowed extra diet The 
oiled muslin jacket is used in nearly every case, the prac- 
tice bein^ to put it over a flannel shirt, and the two keep 
the skin m a continual moisture. We do not expect to 
lose any patients with a simple pneumonia, unless it be 
confirmed drunkards ; and it is astonishinp to observe how 
this class of patients succumb to this disease. They de- 
mand stimulants cut libiium. We have examined the 
urine for chlorides in many cases, and do not find them 
absent nor diminished near so frequently as some would 
have us suppose. 

BURNS AND SCALDS. 

Under this head is included a class of accidents, ranging 
from the most trivial to the most grave and dangerous, 
with which the surgeon is ca)led to deal. We are con- 
stantly receiving patients suffering from every variety of 
bums and scalds, many of whom die soon after admission 
from the collapse occasioned by either the extent or seve- 
rity of the injury, the former being the most frequent 
cause of early death. 

The treatment of those cases in which the skin is simply 
reddened consists in the application of a rag wet with cold 
water, which is sometimes conducive to the comfort of the 
patient, but perhaps is oftener a placebo, as in these cases 
the pain is sught, and it matters but little what remedies 
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are employed, provided they do no harm. In those 'cases 
where the derma is buraed to a greater or less depth, the 
pain and general symptoms are proportionally agp^avated. 
If the injury is very extensive the patient will be in a state 
of collapse, requiring diffusible stimulants and artificial 
warmth ; if less extensive, the pain, which is often of the 
most exquisite character, demands the immediate exhibi- 
tion of opiates, and in both cases the surface of the burn 
should be protected as soon as possible from the atmo- 
sphere and other external sources of irritation. This we 
effectually accomplish by the following mixture, which is 
used for nearly every bum in this hospital, as well as by 
our neighbors at the New York Hospital : — 3. G-um. ara- 
bic. 3j. ; gum. tragacanth., syr. fusci, aaSiij.; aquae bulli- 
entis Oj. ; M* When cool apply a thin coating. Experi- 
ence has taught us to trust to this mixture in preference to 
any other remedy. This is appUed till suppuration is 
thoroughly established, and the surface studded with granu- 
lations, after which the injury is treated as a simple healing 
ulcer. Simple cerate, spread upon sheet lint or thin muslin, 
is now a very good dressing. Should the granulations be- 
come pale and flabby, the dressing may be changed by 
combining equal parts of simple cerate and balsam Peru, 
which makes a moderately stimulating and pleasant appU- 
cation. These cloths are changed once or twice daily, 
according to the profuseness of the discharge ; it is better, 
however, to change them seldom than to be too officious 
in preserving cleanliness. Of course the propriety of ana- 
leptics during the suppuration of an extensive bum com- 
mends itself to the minds of all . 

Dr. Packard, of Philadelphia, has recently published in 
the American Journal of Medical Science his success in 
immediately alleviating the pain of burns and scalds by the 
application of fresh Lard; while Mr. Skey, of London, 
thinks the best remedy for the early periods of a bum is a 
solution of nitrate of silver, grs. x. to xv. to the oimce of 
water. 

Soon after seeing Mr. Skey*s report of this plan of treat- 
ment, we admitted a patient with an extensive bum upon 
the morax and upper extremities. She was in a condition 
approaching to agony, with pain. As soon as the solution 
was applied she said, " I feel free from pain," and soon fell 
into a quiet sleep ; this application v^as continued until the 
surface began to heal on the edges. We learned, however, 
not to apply the cotton wool recommended by Mr. Skey, 
in conjunction with the solution, as it sticks to the surface, 
and irritates rather than soothes. 

BLOODT TUMOB BENBATH THS SCALP. 

Marv B , »U 29, admitted Feb. 7th, 1864, was found 

upon the street in a state of intoxication. She had a stone 
in her hand, with which she had been beating her own 
head. On admission, a large, fluctuating tumor, covering 
the whole top of the head, was found, and diagnosticated 
as a large extravasation of blood produced by tjae mpture 
of some bloodvessels against which the stone had impinged. 
She was placed in bed, and measures taken to prevent her 
from inflicting ftulher violence upon herself. The bowels 
were kept soluble, and nothing was done locally for the 
tumor. In two days she had recovered folly from the 
debauch, and wished to go home with her friends. The 
swelling had diminished in size somewhat more than one- 
half, and the contained blood was still uncoagulated. These 
bloody tumors between the musculo-aponeurotic layer and 
the pericranium are of rare occurrence, and are apt to be 
extensively diffused, owing to the loose connexion which 
obtains between these coverings. The diagnosis is easy, 
especially when the history of the case can be obtained, as 
in the present instance. The prognosis depends upon the 
sorgeon. 

The invariable rule of treatment among our most intel- 
ligent and experienced surgeons is to abjure the knife, 
leaving the blood to be absorbed, which is usually accom- 
plished in a few days, more or less, according to the amount 
effused ; if any assistimce is needed it will be a gentle sti- 



mulation of the scalp in order to promote this process. 
Cases that have been cut into have resulted in a diffused 
erysipelatous inflammation, gangrene, and sloughing, de- 
nuding the skull of its pericranium, and ultimately termi- 
nating in the death of the patient The difference between 
one of these tumors, before and after being opened, is 
strictly comparable to ^at of a simple and compound 
fracture. 
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Btatxd Mxsroro, April M, 1864. 
DB. JAMES ANDERSON, PBESIDENT, IN THE OHAIB. 

DISCUSSION ON SPOTTED FEVER. 

Dr. W. n. Draper concluded the reading of his paper on 
cerebro-spinal meningitis. His observations of the disease 
were founded principally upon the large number of cases 
which have recently occurred at Carbondale, Pa. In the ma- 
jority of the cases the meninges of the brain and spinal cord 
were intensely inflamed, while in others the pericardium, 
pleura, and even the lungs suffered. The discolored patches 
or spots from which the present epidemic seems to have 
derived its name, were not always present. Opisthotonos 
was a pretty constant symptom. The Uver and kidneys in 
some instances were found to be the seat of fatty degene- 
ration. The disease was generally of short duration, and 
very fatal He was inclined to the belief that it was infec- 
tious. The conclusion of his paper was occupied by argu- 
ments to prove the identity of this disease with typhus 
fever. The paper was a very elaborate and finished one, 
and we regret that we are unable to publish it in full 

Dr. Sortvsn stated that he had met with a few cases 
of cerebro-spinal meningitis since the last meeting. The 
symptoms were in the main similar to those described at 
the last meeting. He referred to three cases in particular. 
The first was that of an old man, set. 71, who was seized 
at first with rheumatic pains, followed by vomiting. When 
Dr. S. first saw him he was suffering from spasm of the 
posterior cervical ipuscles. The pulse was full and strong. 
The features seemed relaxed ; " his whole face seemed to 
hang." His mind was inclined to wander, though at times 
he was able to give some account of himself He com- 
plained of burning pain in the head and down the back. 
The patient was bled to faintness, and the pulse coming up 
after he was laid down, he was bled again. The symptoms 
were all relieved, and the patient at last accounts was 
doing well. The blood showed a buffy coat, and was 
cupped after standing. 

The second case which Dr. S. referred to was that of a 
boy, 8 years old, whom he only saw in a state of collapse. 
Cups were applied to the mastoid process, but little or no 
blood was drawn ; they were also applied to the back of 
the neck with the same result. At the suggestion of Dr. 
Say re, who saw the case, the jugular vein was opened, but 
it was some three or four minutes before the blood was 
made to flow, it being necessary to free the orifice of the 
opened vessel by scraping away the partial coagula which 
existed there. The symptoms were alleviated, but the 
child was already too far gone to rally. 

The third case was interesting in respect to an abscess 
which developed itself in the lumbar region, and seemed to 
extend into the spinal canal. 

Dr. Clark did not think that there had been sufficient 
opportunities to study the disease in and around New York, 
inasmuch as there had been, to the best of his knowledge, 
not more than a dozen cases under observation, and out of 
this number there had been opportunities afforded for but 
two or three autopsies. 

He had met with but one case. This was in the practice 
of Dr. King, and in the person of a young mechanic He 
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was seized on Sunday, three weeks ago, with a feeling of 
malaise, attended with vomiting and headache. These 
symptoms continued until evening, when he retired at the 
usual time. Durine the night he became delirious, and par- 
tiallj paralysed. Dr. King saw him the following morn- 
ing, and found him pretty profoundly comatose ; the pulse 
was exceedingly small and rapid, the face livid, and there 
were noticed blotches upon the neck. At twelve o'clock, the 
time of the consultation visit, stimulants in the meantime 
having been given, the pulse was more appreciable, and 
had increased somewhat in force, but was still very rapid. 
He was then very restless. He refused to speak, probiU^Iy 
on account of an inability to move his jaws, which were 
firmly contracted. The pupils were neither dilated nor con- 
tracted. The respiration was sufficient to aerate his blood 
fairly, and presented no remarkable feature as to character 
or £requency. The blotches varied in size j some were so 
small as to be completely covered by a pm's head, while 
others could not be covered by the end of the finger. 
The more recent and smaller ones disappeared on pressure, 
while the larger' ones were ecchymotic in character. The 
larger ones were dark in their centres, and of a light red 
along their margins. Their tbrm was exceedingly irregu- 
lar, no two resembling each other ; they were notched and 
irregular in outline, and either angular or nearly rounded, 
none having any definite oval form. The eruption appeared 
on the neck three hours before it did upon the feet. There 
was then (12 m ) no opisthotonos. The patient was doing 
pretty well at last accounts. 

Dr. Clark was inclined to doubt as to whether the right 
name had been found for the disease ; in some cases the 
brain and spinal cord were involved in the inflammation, 
and so far the term cerebro-spinal meningitis wte correct 
enough ; but in other cases the inflammation was limited to 
the brain, while in still other cases the brain and cord 
escaped altogether, and the inflammation had spent its force 
upon the pericardium, the pleura, and even upon the 
lungs. That being the case, the disease, in his opinion, was 
due to a condition of the svstem in which there is a ten- 
dency to inflammation, and that that inflammation might 
show itself in one part of the body or the other, dependent 
irpon circumstances which we cannot at first appre- 
ciate. 

He was not able to agree with Dr. Draper as to any 
identity which existed between this disease and typhus 
fever. In typhus fever the eruption rarely or never appears 
before the seventh day from the time the headache and 
chilly feeling commences ; the rate too at which this erup- 
tion travels over the body occupies a more considerable 
space of time ; and then again the inflammation of the brain, 
which sometimes complicates typhus, does not show itself 
until after the end of tne first week, and more generally in 
the course of the second or third week. The rapidity with 
which spotted fever runs its course, and the symptoms at- 
tending its fatal termination, were very different from those 
of typhus. As to the fatty degeneration of the liver and 
kidneys, it was most allied to yellow fever : though the in- 
vestigations of Dr. Thomas have lately tended to show that 
this same condition of things may be met with in typhus 
fever. Why might not this lesion exist in spotted fever 
independent of any analogy that might exist between it and 
typhus ? Taking everything into consideration, he was in- 
clined to look upon the two diseases as entirely distinct 

Dr. Griscom related a case that had come under his ob- 
servation in New York Hospital, and which was still under 
treatment. The patient, after general malaise, was first 
attacked with severe pain in the head, and when Dr. Q-. saw 
him he was suffering from the symptoms of cerebral inflam- 
mation. His pupils were contracted but were dilatable. 
His hce was tne seat of a most intense congestion ; cups 
were applied, followed by venesection, when almost all the 
urgent symptoms were alleviated. The following day the 
patient suffered from an attack of catalepsy, which lasted 
for twelve hours. He had no command over his sphincter, 
and, having an attack of diarrhoea, discharged the contents 



of his bowels in his bed and over the floor. There was no 
opisthotonos present For some time he had been delirious, 
would spit at every one with a seeming maliciousness, while 
at odd tunes he would exercise a musical talent, which he 
seemed to possess, by whistling vociferously. Taking the 
symptoms collectively. Dr. G. was disposed to think at the 
time of reporting the case, that th^ patient was suffering 
from an attack of acute mania. 

Dr. La Rochb, of Philadelphia, made some remarks con- 
cerning the general characters of the disease as he had met 
with it around Philadelphia, which corroborated the views 
of Dr. Clark. 

Dr. HoRSEFiELn referred to a case that occurred in Jer- 
sey City, which proved fatal. The tonic and stimulant 
treatment was resorted to. 

\ Dr. Draper instanced some examples of the contagious- 
ness of the disease, which tended to corroborate the state- 
ments concerning that point referred to in his paper. 

The Academy then acyourned. 



SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1864. 

» 

DISCUSSION ON SPOTTED FEVER. 

The meetings of the New York Academy of Medicine 
have of late, chiefly through the exertions of its Presi- 
dent^ been unusually interesting and instructive. Many 
of the most prominent physicians in the city have been 
enlisted either in the preparation of papers to be read 
before the Society or in the discussion of topics aheady 
presented to it; and the largely increased attendance 
of members shows that the privileges which they enjoy 
are not unappreciated. Of the subjects at present before 
the Academy, the one which has excited most interest 
is the disease known as cerebro-spinal meningitis, or, as 
it now appears more correctly designated, spotted fever. 

This subject was presented in a well prepared paper 
firom the pen of Dr. Wm. H. Draper, containing not only 
the observations of various physicians who have witness- 
ed epidemics of the disease, but also his own, in a recent 
epidemic at Carbondale, Pennsylvania. The discussions 
which have followed this paper have been useful, and in 
the main creditable to the Academy. But every reflecting 
hstener must have noticed with regret that they have 
afforded additional proof of the difficulties which surround 
the investigation of a disease obscure in its causes and 
nature, and alarming in its results. How many absurd 
theories have been broached in reference to the causes 
and nature of cholera? How many spurious cases of 
cholera and hydrophia have been reported relieved by 
remedies which have no appreciable effect upon the genu- 
ine disease ? And it is evident that there is equal liabiUty 
to similar errors in the investigation of spotted fever. 

This is a disease about which the majority of New York 
physicians have no personal knowledge. Their ideas of it 
have been derived chiefly from hearsay and the books. 
For several years past occasional epidemics of spotted 
fever have occurred in various localities throughout the 
country, but on account of their distance they have excit- 
ed but little attention on the part of physicians here. But 
of late a fatal epidemic of this affection has occurred almost 
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in our immediate vicinity ; and from the fact, patent to 
all, that the causes of pestilential diseases abound in 
crowded tenement houses and filthy streets, it is believed 
by many that this city vrould not escape. Accordingly 
physicians were on the look-out for cases of Spotted Fever, 
and it is evident that some of the diseases recently treated 
here as such on account of a certain resemblance in symp- 
toms, were entirely distinct affectiona Here is the danger 
of which we wish to warn the Academy. When such 
cases are narrated in the discussions as genuine, presenting 
perhaps peculiar featiires, they obviously lead to the forma- 
tion of erroneous views. 

As Spotted Fever is not an epidemic in this city, cases of 
it) so far as they occur, are of course sporadic, and there 
is no pathognomonic symptom, no peculiarity of lesion to 
distinguish the disease from those occasional cases of ordi- 
nary meningitis which occur in the practice of any physi- 
cian. The intense pain in the body and limbs, the head- 
ache, the rigidity of the posterior cervical muscles, the loss 
of the senses, the vomiting, the delirium and coma, and 
the inflammatory exudation occur in the one disease as 
well as the other. The only distinctive feature appears to 
be the presence of spots upon the surface, and the occurs 
renoe of these is somewhat uncertain. How great, then, is 
the danger of mistaking the local for the constitutional 
affection ; and there can scarcely bei a doubt that this mis- 
take was made in one of the first cases narrated to the 
Academy, the symptoms and the lesions of meningeal 
inflammation being present, but no spots ? And if there is 
liability to incorrect diagnosis, even with the aid of a post- 
mortem examination, how much greater the danger when 
the knowledge of the case is derived entirely fi-om the 
signs and symptoms. It must have astonished the patho- 
logists in the Academy to hear narrated as probable cases of 
spotted fever, on account merely of resemblance in some of 
the symptoms, severe attacks of sickness in a western town- 
ship, induced by swallowing some of the metallic salts, the 
object of the narrator being to show that unwholesome 
ingesta may be a cause of the disease ; or to hear, as a pro- 
bable case, the history of an obscure and protracted nervous 
disorder presenting unusual symptoms and terminating 
favorably. If such cases be accepted as genuine by any 
considerable portion of the Academy, it is easy to see that 
mischief no less than benefit^ is Hkely to grow>>ut of these 
discussions. We submit that in so important a discussion 
as the one being now held before the Academy, no case 
should be narrated as one of spotted fever unless it occur 
in an epidemic of that disease, or, if it occur sporadically 
unless it present such features as would exclude the possi- 
bility of its being any other disease. 

We have thought it our duty to make the above remarks, 
since the Academy exerts an influence on the profession 
not only in this city but throughout the whole country ; 
and those members of the Academy to whom the above 
remarks are specially applicable, will take our advice kindly, 
since they have, for the most part^ at the meetings of this 
Society never been reluctant to expose any error which 
they believed to be prejudicial to the reputation of the 
Academy or to the interests of the profession. 



OOKFEDEBATS ICEDIOAL AND BUBOIOAL JOmtNAL. 

The London Lancet states that it has received the first num- 
hev of what it believes is the first medical periodical publish- 



ed in the South, having the above title. " It is meant not 
only as the organ of the Southern medical profession, but 
as a means of imparting information to those who have 
been debarred from any intercourse with the sdentific 
world." The contents are : — A paper on traumatic teta- 
nus, by Prof. J. Jokes ; another on resections of the hip ; 
and a third on the external application of oil of turpentine 
as a substitute for quinine in intermittent fever; the re- 
mainder is of local interest. The place of publication is 
not given. We cordiaUy unite with the Lancet in expres- 
sions of sympathy for ^ our medical brethren in the South," 
and trust the time is not distant when they will cease to 
walk in the ways of transgression. 



PAT ACCOUNTS AND CONTKACTrS OP ACT. ASST.^UEGEONS. 

WABiiiKeTON, D.Cb, lUrchM, 1864 

CnouLAX Lrtbs.— The attention of Medical Direeton la speotaUj re- 
qnested to the following pointa reUttre to the Contracta and Paj Ao> 
countaof Acting Aeaiatant-Sorgeona; erroxa and oonfoaion having ariaen 
on these anltleotB: 

I. Contracts with private phyddans should be exeoated In tripUeate ; 
one copy to be retained hj the physician, one kept on file In the elBoe 
of his Medical Director, and the third, immediately forwarded (approT- 
ed) to the Sorgeon-Qoneral, with usoal post-office addreas cf the peiaoa 
contracted with. 

IL Officers terminating these contracts should Immediately notify thia 
Office of the date and caase of such action, and date of the contract 
All notices and orders relatiYe to Acting Assistant-Sargeons should glTe 
their names in ftilL Upon the termination of Ms oontnet, an Acting 
Assistant-Sargeon shonld torn otct to his successor, or to a Medical 
Porreyor, aU medical and hospital property for which he Is responsl* 
ble, and transmit retoms and Tonchers at once to this Office. His ao- 
ooonts will be 8aq>ended nntil this Is done. 

IIL Accounts for medical services under contract must exhibit the fU- 
lowing ikcts : 

1. The place of serrloe. 

8. The dates between which the senrlces were rendered. The Ttea- 
sury Department assumes every month to be composed of thir^ daysi 
and accounts for fractional parts of two sucoesslTe months must be so 
calculated; thus, fh>m the 21st of August to the 10th of September, the 
calculation of time will be fh»m the 81st to the 80th of August, indn- 
sive (ign<nlng the 81st), ten days, and from the 1st to the 10th of Sep- 
tember, inclusive, ten days-Hiiaking the time to be paid for, twenty 
days. 

8. The name of the hospital, camp, post, regiment, or command, la or 
with which the services were rendered. 

4. The dass of persons with whom rendered; whether U. 8. Ibroei^ 
colored troopb, prisoners of war, military pris<merB, raftagees, oimtra- 
bands, or whether the services were rendered in snoall-poz hoepttala. 

6w The date of the contract under which the aervicea were rendered, 
and the name ot the offloer with whom the oontnct was made. 

A. If for service at a post, or with a detachment, the strength ef the 
camnumd must be stated.' 

IT. Acoounts must be made out for periods of one or more oomplete 
months, commencing with the date of entry upon aervice. No aooount 
embradng fkactional periods of a month will vecdve attention, unless it 
^>peara upon the fsoe thereof, either that the station of the physlclaa 
has been changed or hla contract annulled; but accounts ibr any length 
of lime may be presented on one set of duplicates, subJetA oaJtj to the 
exceptions bpedfled. 

Y. Accounts for several months* service, if rendered separately, mutt 
be continuous; for the Treasury Department will not pay an aeoouat 
for one month until that of the preceding month has been settled. 

yi. Officers certifying to acoounts of a ^Private Physician under Con- 
tract,^ must give their official title, and state explidtly the capadty la 
whidi they are serving ; otherwise their authority to inake such a certi- 
ficate may be questioned : e. g., A. B., 8uige(« U.8.A., 4n ckargt 

General BotpUaL C D., Snxg. Vola^ JMUoal J>ir§etar, Isf 

DMHon, %d Army Corp: £. F., Col. 40th Ohio Tola., CommoMd- 
itig Poti^ Gmrriwity Regiment. As they are also held personally re- 
sponsible for the truth of every statement contained therein, oertiflcates 
signed *" By Order"" or *^ For Medical Director** will be disregarded. 

YU. When medicines have been supplied at a per eeatage of the 
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•mount of eompentuttion, • rtntement to the elfeet that they have been 
ftiraiahed •■ nniiilred, mast be added to the uaual oertlfleate of service, 
or the claim for medicines cannot be approved. . 

VIIL All acoowits certlfled by other offlcers than a Medical Director 
««' {;.1Il^S to this Offli through that of the Medical Director 
«f the Department In which the services were rendered, that he may 
endorse his knowledge of their correctness. ^#^«i. 

IX. In an cases of absence from duty, the dates and cause of such 
absence must be dearly stated. If a substitute has been ItamUhed, his 
Bsme In ftiU must be given, with a statement showing that ^J^J^ 
tls&ctortly performed all the duties Incumbent upon the Contract 

'^ X.**mln Instruments are ftonlshed to a Contract Phyridan by a Me- 
dical Purveyor, the kind, and cost price thereof are to be "Parted by 
the Medical Porveyor to this Office. The cost price Is then deducted 
fh>m the first account for services rendered subsequent to such report* 
The Instruments then become the privaU property of the Contract 
Physician, and are In no case to be turned back to a Purveyor or other 
officer without the written order of this Office. , v i;i 

XL Officers requiring medical attendance for their commands should, 
vrhen practicable, apply to the nearest Medical Director, who wll^ If 
ntisfled of Its necessity, at once supply the required aid, or authorize 
such acUon m the Interests of the servloe may demand. When the neces- 
sity tor Immediate medical atUndance Is great, and the service would suf- 
fer by deUy, the officer lu command will employ a private physician, by 
eontnct or otherwls^ as prorlded In Eevised Eegulatlons, and he will 
notify the Medical Director of the Department of the toots, sending him 
two copies of the contract for approval 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-QeneraL 

CIBCULAB LETIEB. 

Sfboioh-Gbnexal'^ Omcu, 
WAsaucoTON. D.C.. April 87. 18W* 

[Copy. J ^^^ D«PA«now*, Adjutawt-Gukbual's Owicn, 

Wabhikoton, March 80, 1864. • 
QnnnAi. Ord«m. No. 129.-The attention of all officers Is called to the 
Army Begulatlons and General Orders In regard to correspondence or 
official mattem. All such correspondence must be conducted through the 
proper official channels, except In cases of pressing necessity, which do not 
leave time for regular communication, and then the necessity must be 
sUted. AUappUcaUons or correspondence, through whomsoever made, In 
violation of this order, wlU not be responded to, and the writers will be 
arrested and tried for disobedience of orders, or recommended to the Pre- 

sldeat for dismissal. 
By command of Lleutenant-Oeneral Grant : 

B. D. TOWHBKSDi, 

AttUtatU Aef^utant-em^ral. 

The attention of all medical officers of the army Is caUed to the above 

order from the War Department, and a strict compliance with the same Is 

enjoined. 
By order of the Acting Burgeon-General : 
' » C H. Cbams, 

Surgeon^ UJS.A. 



0BDEB8, CHANGES, Ae. 

APPOXMTMXZrrS. 

P B Bchrack and J. W. Overacre, of New York, P. Goodwin and 
A. T^Sina^JMa8sachueetl^ C. H. Jones and ?• »• Kelsey, of Ohio. 
»• i^SSuSi AJRAftVM. J 8 McParland, Alfred Ives and Chas. 
S: Uowt^fit^tvol^^yfrn: w't^bboS: U.8.A. B eemck, of 
S^nn^t&uS mSl W. F. Smith, of Ohio, have been appointed Hospital 

**Djrj.''T:^CantwelLJ. R Hood, and ^ Z-^GIH, of Ohio, W O. 



AsslsUntSurgeon Thomas B. Hood, U.S.V., to the U. 8. Hoq>ltal 
Stenmer ** Connecticut ^ ^ _ , . -da* rr^ 

Surgeon J. H. Eauch, U.8.V., as member of Examining Board for Ve- 
teran lieserve Corps, at Detroit, Mich. ,■«■.*., 

Surgeon D. G. Brinton, U.6.V., as Surgeon-ln-charge, General Hoq>lta], 

H^pltal Steward J. Henessey, U.8.A^ to Washlngtpiv D.O 
Burgeon P. A. O'Connell, U.8.V- as Surgeon-lnChK 8d Division, 9th 
Corps, and as Medical In^>ector, »th Corps. . ,. « i 

^^tant-Surgeon W. X Banks. U.S.V., as Suigeon-lnmharge, General 

^8&^bM'u.8.V. to the Headquarter. Department of West 

^ sSl^wn Andrew D. Voorhle^ 11th West Virginia Vols^ to the General 

^ Afung aSs'SSi" uijin W. B. Craln. U.8.A., to the Post Hospital 

^ ALoilSS^^^Jieon A. M. Slgmund, U.8.Vn to Camp Douglas. Chicago, 

^^ Surgeon Thomas H. Bache. U.S.V., to Camp WUUam Penn, Chdton 

™u'f^n^.1^ K^iSwe, U.8.V., as Medical Director. Defences of Vlcks- 

^''SLt^nJ^li^n,VA.y. « Burgeon-m-Ohlei; M Dlvldon,Md 

^sSg^I C. vt^D^n, U.B.V., as Medicd Director, District of Bouth- 

•^SS^^8t2wJ?'^lST8mlth, U.8.A. to the »th BeglmentU.S. 

^A^iSrtJn^sSJieon Alfred Dehmey, UAV., to the Campbdl HoHdtal, 

^sSJJJSn %^k Meadiam, U.8.V, to the 8d Division, ttd Corp^ Army 

oi the OhlOi _ — ^ . r. . « 

Acting Asslstant^urf eon Bobert Peter, U.S.A., as Surgeon-In^jharge, 

^s"ugon jfriiSllSr^^^ - Burgeou-ln-Chlei; Vogdes' Division. 

^^S^g2^J. G. Hatohltt. U.B.V.. as 8urgeon-ln-<Jhlef; 1st Division, DIs-" 

^^si^Jn W^I^Thomnson, UAV. as 8urg«)n.ln-Chle«; Artillery Bri- 
aade, 5th Corps, Army of the Potomaa .« _«.*«! 

*8?rgeon B.TL Stimford, U.8.V„a8 8urgeon-ln-d>arge, General Hospital 

^Ailrt!SSS^*jrA. P. wmiams, U.B.V., as Poet Burgeon, Depot of 
^^iTtsl&^eST J'SlSJr^it as Medicd Purveyor. Depart- 
Tci^^N^ ?*2lii*!^ U.8.V, as8urgeon-ln.Chlef;GenerdHlnks'sDlvl- 
•* Ai^{iitSi2?t J. Baddlffe, U.B.V., to the M Brigade. Artillery 
Beserve, Army of the Potomac . ^ . « . - . .^„ » 

AsSsSait-Surgeon L. D. Sheets. U.8.Vn to the «d Brigade. Artillery Be- 

'*ru%t>TJ«^e?C^llnVul8.V.. to the DlvUdon HoH^ltd, Artillery Be- 

Tu^^^K H^j^uS.V., to the 1st DIvldon. »th Army Corp^ a. 

^'sSSS^lTThomas B. Keed, U.8.V., as Asdstant Medicd Director, Depart- 

ment of West Virginia, Martinsburg, Va. 

Sui^eon S. J. W. Mlnizer, U.8.V., as Surgeon-ln-charge, Generd Hospl- 

^^u^n'^Vm': rB'^nn^etiTaS.V.. s. Medicd Inspector. 90th Cor,-. 
Army of the Cumberland. 

LXAVS or ▲BSUrOL 
Leave of absence has been granted to the following named Medicd 

Officers :— . - 

Assistant-Surgeon W. H. Ensign, tor seven daya. ^ ^, . ... 

Sun^n J.Tfleard, U.S.vf, tor twenty days from the Amy of the 
Potomac with permlsdon to visit Washington, DO. 
sSSeSn C. itLaub, U.S. A., permission tovWgJ^"W»5*»»»?-<^. . ^^ 
SurPon A. T. Augusta. 7th U.S. Colored Troops, tor twenty-four 

^"sJIieon Norman Gay. U.B.V., for dx days, from the MlUtary DIvldon 



fSSsy^KaCo^r BI^l, of New vTrrrP. Wlina^ I. I^- 
£2S^^iSS? AsdiUnt-SuTgeons U.S.A., W. 8. Woods, of Pennwlvanla, 
^l' f^ni^TuT^^ ^ 1. CoSifort, AH Wilson «ii T. A. 
liflGraw Actinic Asslstant-Suigeons U.S. A.; L. D. Sheets, of New York, 
Su^inf,. S^I^ML^J CoUlM and H. B. Goodman, of Pennsylvania, 
td^tL^^'T'oJZi^'J^^^ York, have bSn?polnted Asdstant- 

^"ar^'lU^T? Wd^ of Massadiuse^ to be Burgeon STOi U.8. Colored 
^?J. W. Morgan,of Missouri, to be Asdstant-SurgeonWtiiU. a Oolor- 
•*A^3rA-»dant:8urgeon.Bamuel^B.Wa^^ 

lAadstant 



of the Mlsdsdppl. 
Surgeon W. 0. 



Hv iS&h Ohio Vols., Acting Asdstant-SurKeon Herman Loc 
U.S:A.7i«d Ac5?ngMtil«a CaSet N. M. GlatfAer, UAA., to be 

^'STa tSS^Now York,to be Asristant-Surgeon Mth U. 8. 

Colored Tiroops. 

Asaiommm. 

Hospltd Steward WUUam H. Martin, UAA., to the lOtii U. 8. Colored 

''^'sSion Henry Jane^ U.8.V.. to the U. 8. HoH>Itd Btewner "BtaU of 
Maine** 



^ Bennett. U.8. V^ tor twenty days, from the Department 

'^'^^J^olHktdiltt, U.8,V, for tiJlrty days, from the Department of 

*^S^lSn J. Simpson, U.8. A., Medicd Director, Middle Dcpwjment, and 
AMlswnt.SurgeouXwoodhull, U.8. A., permlsdon to vldt Washington, 

D C 

'surgeon J. H. Stearn^ «2d Massadiusetto Vols., for Are days. 

Asdstani-Surgeon Thomas McMUlln, U.S.A., sick leave for twenty 

burgeon P. A. 0*Connell, U.S.V., for seven days. 

Asslstaiit-Surgenn A. E. Caroibei-s, U.S. V., for ten dayk 

gnrffoon W. 8. Thompson, U.S.V., for two days. «• . . . 

S^n B. A. VandeAlefl, U.iv., permission to vldt Wadilngton 

^ sirgeon John MoNulty, UAV., for dxty days, for tiie benefit ef his 

hedtii. . . 

Bureeon B. B. McCay, U.B.V., tor three dayi. ,„.,_, , j j 

A^dSsnt^orgeon oSiave P. Kavenot, 75tii lUlnds Vds.. pooled pri- 

sonTofwilr, J^wenty day^ at the expliutfon of whldThe will report 

•'SdiLSSSn^^Charlea A. Devendori; ^JStii New ToA Vol^ a 

pi«)lod>lsoneiof war, tor twenty dayc at the expiration of whldi h# 

will report at Camp Parol^ AunapoUa, Md. 
Surgeon C. F. H. Campbell, U.S J., tor ten days. „.^,^«„ *« 

8u^n D. B. Bturgeon, U.8.V., tor sixty days wltii permlsdon to 

^>ply for an extension of twenty day^ 

OUDBBS. <• 

In addition to his present duties Surgeon E. J. Billy, XT A A., 1» da- 
tdled tor duty as member of the Bettring Board, now In sesdon at 
Wilmington. Del, to relieve Surgeon Lewis K. Adwarda. u JS.A. 
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Surgeon Edwards on being relieved, to repair ftt ouce to Portsmouth 
Grove, R. 1^ and resume his former duties in charge of the Lovell 
Oeneral HospitaL 

Burgeon W. 8. Thompson, U.S.Y^ Is relieved from duty at Elmira, 
N. Y., and will report to the Comnutndfijg General, Army of the Poto- 
tnae, for assignment to duty. 

Assistant-Surgeon Roberts Bartholow, U.S.A., is relieved fh>m duty in 
the Army of the Cumberland, and will report to the Commanding Gene- 
ral, Army of the Ohio, for aMignment to duty. 

Surgeons W. 0. Otterson and B. D. Lynde, U-S-Y., are relieved fhNn 
lioq)ital duty at Nashville, Tenn., and will report to the Conunanding 
General, Army of the Cumberland, for duty in the field. Their places 
in hospital to be supplied by Medical Officers of the same Army whose 
health have been impaired by field duty. 

Surgeons John L. Teed and Robert Niccols, XJ.S.V., are relieved from 
dntr at Nashville, Tenn., and Quincy, lU., respectively, and will report to 
AsHstant Surgeon-General Wood, U.S.A., at Louisville, Ky., for assign- 
ment to dutv. 

Surgeon A. M. Wilder, U.S.Y., will report to the Commanding General, 
Army of the Ohio, for duty as Me<tical Director, 2Sd Army Corps. ■ 

Surgeons J. T. Heard and A. L. Cox, U.S. Y., are relieved from duty in 
the Army of the Pot(»mac, and will rep<Tt to the Commanding General, 
Army of the Cumberland, fur assignment to duty. 

Surgeons A. H. Thurston and A. J. Phelps, U.S.Y., have been relieved 
from duty in the Army of the Cumberland, and will report to the Com- 
manding General, Army of the Potomac, for assisnment to duty. 

Lieutenant-Colonel £. P. Yollnm, U.S.A., Medical Inspector, will take 
station at Helena, Arlc, and from thence inspect within the Department 
of Arkansas. 

Surgeon Caleb W. Horner, U.S.Y., in addition to his present duties. 
Is detailed as member of the Army Medical Board for tne examination 
of Assistant-Surgeons of Yolunteers, now in session at Washington, D.C., 
to relieve Surgeon M. K. Hognn, U.B.Y. 

Surgeon Hogan on beincr relieved to report to the Commanding Gene- 
ral, Army of the Potomac n r assignment to duty. 

Surgeon J. M. Leete, U.S.Y., u relieviMl from duty at Wilmington, 
DeL, and will report to the Commanding General, Department of West 
Yirglnta. 

Surgeon George Sndcley, U.8.Y., is relieved from Hospital Inspecting 
Board, and will report to the Commanding General, Middle Department 
to resume his duties at Baltimore, Md. 

The following Medical Officers will report to the Commanding €^ne- 
raL Army of the Cumberland, for assignment to duty :— Lieutenant- 
Colonel U. D. Kittae, Medical Inspector, U.S.A. ; Assistant-Surgeons J. 0. 
Freeman, A. J. Oomrort, H. B. Goodman, J. McCurdy, M. 0. Woodworth, 
8. Kitchen, and T. A. MoGraw, U.S.Y. ' 

Burgeons C. 8. Frlnk, N. F. Marsh, and Henry Eversman, U.S.Y., will 
report by letter to Assistant Surgeon-General Wood, at Louisville, Ky. 

6ui*geon James Laing, U.S.Y., will report to the Commanding General, 
Army of the Potomac. 

Assistant-Surgeon W. 8. Woods, U.S.Y., will report to the Command- 
ing Genera], Department of Missouri. 

Assistant- Surgeon B. McCIuer, U.S.Y., will report to Assistant Sorgeon- 
General Wood, U.S.A^ at Louisvilio, Ky., fur assignment to duty. 

Assistant-Surgeon Edwatd Curtis, U.S.A., will report to the Surgeon- 
General of the Army for duty in his Ofiice. 

The following Medical OOlcers will report to the Commanding General, 
Army of the Potomac, for assignment to duty :— Aslstant-Snrgeons J. H. 
Kinsman and Charles Smart, U.8.A. ; Assistant-Surgeons J. Y. Cantwell, 
J. B. Hood, W. O. Tracey, J. Collins, F. Wolf, G. A. Bingel, J. S. Rad- 
ellffe, L. D. Sheets, A. Van Cleet; A. H. Wilson, M. W. Townsend, U.S.V. 
Assistant-Surgeon A. £. Carothers, U.S. Y., will report to the Command- 
ing General, Department of the Gull^ for assignment to dnty in Texas. 

Assistant-Surgeons A. P. Williams and Alfred Delaney, U.S.Y., will 
report to the Commanding General, Department of Washington, fur 
duty. 

Assistant-Surgeons J. D. Knight and J. C. Carter, U.S.Y., will report to 
the Commanding General, Department of West Yirglnla, for duty, 

Assistant-Surgeon Elliott Cones^ U.S.A., will report to the Command- 
ing General, Department of New Mexico, for duty. 

Assistant-Surgeon H. Z. Gill, U.S. V., will report to the Comnumding 
General, Northern Department, for duty, 

Assistant-Surffeon W. F. Buchanan, U.S.A., will report to the Com- 
manding General, Department of the South. 

Assistant-Surgeon Webster Lindsly, U.S.A., is relieved from duty in 
the Department of the South, and will report to the Commanding Gene- 
ral, Department of Washington, for dvLty. 

A ssistan t-Surgeon Samuel B. Ward, U.S.Y., will report to Sui^eon R. 
O. Abbott, U.S.A., Medical Director, Department of Washington, for 
dnty. 

Assisunt-Surgeons J. Sykes Ely and Herman Loewenthal, U.S Y., will 
report to the Cummandtng General, Amay of the Potomac, for duty. 

Asstotant-Surgeon N. M. Glatfolter, U.S.Y., will report to the Com- 
manding General, 9th Army Corps. 

Asslstant-Suiv^n Q. L. Porter, U.S. A., Is relieved from duty in the' 
Army of the rotomao, and will relieve Assistant-Snrgeon J. Gibson, 
U.S.A., at the Washington Arsenal. 

Assistant-Surgeon Gibson on being relieved, will report to the Com- 
manding General, Army of the Potomac. 

Surgeon George E. Cooper, U.S.A., is relieved from duty in the As- 
sistant Surgeon-General's Offloe, and will report to the Commanding 
General, Army of the Cumberland, to relieve Surgeon Glover Peiin, 
U.S. Am ss Medical Director of that Army. 

Sorgeon Perin on beinff relieved will report to Assistant Surgeon-Gene- 
ral Wood, U.S.A., at Loulsrille. Ky., for assignment to duty. 

Assistent-Surgeon Samuel Adams, US. A., will report to the Command- 
ing General, Army of the PotoouMi having been reUeved from du^ with 
Surgeon-General Hammond. tf 

Lieutenant-Colonel S. P. Yollnm, Medical Inspector, U.S. A., will |»o- 
ceed forthwith up the Red River, and make an Inspection of the condition 
of the wounded in the recent encpagements in that section, and the means 
taken to provide for them. 

Lieutenant-Colonel R. H. Coolidge, Medical Inspector, U.S.A., is reliev- 
ed from dnty in tfie Department of Washington, and will report In person 
to AsslstaBt SorgeoB-General B. 0. Wood, U.8.A., for assignment to 
duty. 



Lieutenant-Colonel G. W. Stlpp, U.S.A^ Medical Inspector, is relieved 
from duty in the Department of the Gulf, and will r^Knrt in person to 
Assistent Surgeon-General R. C Wood, U.SJl, for assignment to du^ 
in the Department of the North-west. 

PROMOTTOIia. 

Assistant-Surgeons C. 8. Frink, G. A. Wheeler, £. Freeman, J. U. 
Laing, 8. Hart, C. J. Kipn, 8. 8. Schultse, J. K. Rogers, J. M. Leete, 
N. 8. Barnes, N. ^. Marsh, H. Eversman, C. B. White, and L LeftT«ma, 
of the U. S. Yolunteers to be Surgeons. 

Burgeon S. D. Klttoe, U.8.Yn to be Medical InspMtor, U.8JL 

SUIOKATIOSa. 

ABslstant-8iirg«on E. Freeman, U.S.Y., to take elTect April 14, 1861. 

snoHABon, DISMISSALS, sra 

Asalstant-Snrgeon P. 0*Meara Edsan, 1st Yermont Cavalry, is hononUf 
dischaived to enable him to aocept a commission in another regimont 

Hospital Steward F. A. Davis, U.S.A., honorably discharged at his own 
request 

Hospital Steward Alberto MarocbettI, U.S.A., Iionorably disehus^d to 
enable him to accept a oommlssion in the Corps d^Afrique. 

Assisunt-Sniveons David Scott and James Fulton, 148d Pennsylvania 
Yols., dismissed, they having declined to appear before a Boa.'-d of Exa- 
mination. 

Assistant-Surgeon Samuel Storer, 99th Ohio Yols., dismiMed by dlroo- 
tion of the President, for drunkenness, April 18, 1861 

Hospital Steward W. W. Dean, U.S. A., honorably dischaised at his owb 
request, April 12, 1864. 

Assistant-Surgeon Herman Craft, 148d New Tork Yols., baring tender- 
ed his resignation on account of physical disability, is honorably dlaehary- 
ed, April 11, 1864. 

Hospitol Steward Theodore Helneman, U.8. A., for physical disabiUtj, 
April 11, 1864. 

On the recommendalion of a Board of Officers, convened at Olnobinotl, 
Ohio, Surgeon Enoch Pearce, U.S.Y., is honorably discharged on aoeoont 
of physical disability, to date March S8, 1864. 

Assisunt-Surgeun Thomas L. Morgan, 10th Missouri YoI&, dismissed 
for habitual drunkenness, gross neglect of duty, and absence without 
leave. 

Asfdstant-Snraeon T. C. Owen, 110th Ohio Yols., honorably discharged, 
having tendered his resiirnatlon on aceount of physical disability. 

Medical Cadet John K Beers, U.S. A., honorably discharged, to aocept 
an appointment as Acting Asslstant-Snrgonn U.S.A. 

Medical Cadet Augustus W. Dodge, U.S.A., honorably discharged to 
accept a oonmiission as Assisi.-Surgeon 4th Maryland Yols. 

Surgeon A. Weidenbach, 87th Ohio Yols., having failed to appear beforo 
a Military Commission as ordered, is dismissed, to date March 8, 1864, for 
absence withont leave. 

Assist-Surgeon Samuel Ingalls, 5th Massachusetts Cavalry, honorably 
discharged April 20, 1864, he havine tendered his resignation. 

Assistant-Surgeon J. B. Thorpe, 9th Ohio Cavalry, upon the represen- 
tation of the Governor and Surgeon-General of Ohio, is dishonorably dis- 
missed; April 18, 186i, for habitual drunkenness and neglect of dnty. 

Hospital Steward John M. McPherson, U.S.A., dishonorably discharged 
for drunkenness and Kcneral bad conduct 

Hobpital Steward George A. Smith, U.S.A., dishonorably discharged for 
forging the signature of hut superior officer. 

Surgeon O. Munson, I08th New York Yols., honorably discharged for 
phvsical disability on the rei>ort of a military commission. 

Assistant-Surgeon Harlow Gornwell, id Massachusetts Cavalry, hon- 
orably discbargeii at the request of the Governor of Massachusetts, to 
accept an appointment in the 6th Massachusetts Cavalry. 

Assistant-Surgeon E. P. Hoover, 95th Ohio Yola^ honorably discharged 
on surgeon's certiflcato of phyhlcal disability. 

Surgeon T. E. Mitehell, 1st Maryland Yols., honorably discharged, hay- 
ing tendered his resignation. 

Assistant-Surgeon William B. Brinton, 4th Pennsylvania Reaerve, hon- 
orably discharged at the reouest of the Governor of Pennsylvania, to 
accept an appointment in another regiment 

Medical Cadet J. £. Painter, U.S.A., honorably discharged. 

Surgfon Finley C. Lattemore, 6th Indiana Vols., disdutrged on aceonnt 
of ab6«nce without leave and for physical disability. 

DXOLINKD APPOINTMEirre. 

Dr. Gnstarus A. Bingel, of Williamsburg, N. Y., the appointment of As- 
sistant-Surgeon of Vulunteeis. 

Sureeon Morris W. Townsend, 4ith New York Vols., the appointment 
of A ssistan t-Sur;rcon of Volunteers. 

Dr. A. H. WiUon, Acting AM>i&tant-Surgeon U.S.A., the appointment of 
Assistant-Surgeon of Volunteers. 

Dr. L. F. J{us!wll, Acting Assistant-Surgeon U.6.A., the appotatment of 
Assistant-Surgeon U. S. Colored Truops. 

MISCfLLAlTBOrS. 

So much of Special Orders No. 101, current series, from tho War Do- 
partment, as mustered out Surgeun Alexander Shaw, 29ch Iowa Yohi, 
is revoked, and he l» re.storea and will rejoin his regiment for do^ 
provided the vacancy has not been filled. 

So mueh of S|>ecl!il Orden No. 142, current series, from the War Do- 
nartment, as disoii^sed Assistent-Surgeon David Scott, I43d Pennsylvania 
Voia, is revoked, and he is honorably discharged upon tender or rsfdc- 
natton. 

So much of Special Orders No. 983, series of 1868. as dishonorably 
mustered out Asslstant-Snnreon Washington Burg, l99d Pennsylvania 
Yols., is revoked opon the reeonmiendatton of a military conomlMton, 
and he is honorably discharged. 

The building recently occupied in Washington, D.G, as an Eye and 
Ear Infirmary, has been reopened as a Genetal Heeplt^ to be known 
«s the Bioord HoenlteL Surgeon Caleb W. Homer, U.S V., is in charga. 

Contract physicians on duty in Small-Pox Hospitals have been plMod 
on the same footiusr relative to pay as those serving "^in the fleld.*^ 

So much of Special Orders No. 182. current series, from the War De- 
partment, as dismissed Surgeon H. Tammage, 84th Kentucky Yols., for 
absence without leave, has been revoked, he having been acquitted of 
that charge by a mihtary commission. 

Surgeon Adolf M^jer, U.S.Y., is in dose arrest at Hilton Head, 8. C, 
for diaobedlenoe of orders. 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 

The Nrw York Aoadbitt or MGDiciNiwiS hold it» regw- 
lar meetiftg on Wednetdaj/ Jivminff, 18A intt. Dr. Parker 
mU inlroduet the topic of Cancer of ih* Iteetum, Dr. Bdck, 
Hmtmatielnjurit* of l}u Rectum, lobe fiUoved by T>R. Post 
and othtn. 

SioTioii or Thmki akd Practice akd Medical Pa- 
vnoioQi or the New Tohk Aoadeiit or Msdicise. — A 
Stated Mating of tkit Section wiS be Mi at the hoiue of 
the Chairman, Db. H. D. Bdu^let, No. 42 East 22i it, 
on Thursday next, the 19ih itul., at eight o'clock P.M. Di»- 
evawm of taiet ofintentt. 

New York Aoadekt or Medicine (SiorroH on Ob- 

STETHICB ASn D1BEABE8 or WoUEM AND ChILDHES). A 

Staled Meeting of this Section vriU he held at the raidenee 

of the Chairman, Dr. John P. Garrisr, Xb. 40 Weet 2] at 

<t, on Monday Etcning, the 16(A init., at eight o'clock P.M. 

Sitbjeetfor Diacutnion — Ovarian Tumori and their Treat- 

Ihmctual attandaiKe m requesUd. 



The Three Best Tonics, 
IKON. PHOSPHORUS, CALISAYA, 

^kllfiillr ud rlrnntt)' comblDsd In m UDt>Fr-«o1ar*d oordtel, 
tn tha ore. ilalipiuaB to tliv taM*. tnd uoopubta to tbe ■jBUm 
Ttas Probidoii In Ti>qii»t«d to auiuliw our bsntUTil coi 



B«DicnilKr ibe nnma. 

CASWELL, MACK A CO.'S 
FERRO-PHOSPHOfATED ELIXIR OF CALISAYA OARK. 
CASWELL, H&CK »> Oa, FunllT CliamKti, 

Undar Flhh Atbdiis HalsL 



e Annual Convention of the Con- 



The 



DB. St. John Roosa, M.D., has 
* r«iwT*dto1VTLailiifrtan ATSDn(i,n«raMh>b 



Wm. Frothingham, M.D., late House 
Bnrinon mi ThjikliD. TI«\)rTne II«pItal, «r. lUth it. ud lOUi 



una, VutlngUn HFlghU, S 



A Fine Opportunity for a Surgeon. 
—Dr. BvlnbaiDs, at AlbuT, !h. T., TManlli ■ppolctcd HpiLlh 
0««r to the FoM ot Nrw Turli. u3en bli floe ruldence la tint dty 

•ace, una bonra ii <rell (diHitod to tlie wanls or k 
^nn. Then Ik probiblr na mote ellglbls loutinn for 
I ■nrEBOn wlio t> illiiriwcd to work b1> vsr Id ths 

loMtInn for pnictlBing hit jinifewlon. Ra bu iObu t 

! MtKbed.iibieb miT bs punhiHcl ItdMlrril. 

ews »1dr«w Mr. E. Bteekar, U £Agle at, AlbUf, or Dr. 



The "Fifth Avenue Pharmacy," 

181 PliTH AVE., BET. Slffr abd •Uta ST, 

J. P. FILKB. F«oniiin», * 

JOHN CAHAVAN, PnAuuciiiTnT. 
Tb« TTndcralgiitd wonid htg to tntoRn tb« Medial ProfbisloR tbit be 

BDttra ooDCrol of the PfavzniiceatleAl DaptrtmeDt, be irll] ba uLAbied 
to aenr od biulDeai ii fbrmprlv Ibr hlnuelL 
ItetpeetAiIlT, 

JOHS CASATAN. 
R.B.— Mtdlduei it AH kmn, dij end olcht 



MESSRS. QRIMAULT ^ CO.. 

, CHEMISTS * DUUuaiSTS, T Bus de lnVeninede, FABIS. 

J. M. BECKER, 58 WiOker Street, N. T., 

Sale Agi^ni fir the United Slatet. 
FOR SALE BY ALL RESPECTABLE DRUOOIST3. 
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DlfdldlIp^ which Inlectlonieiin only dopone toiapomll)'. 
Pamiihlet%ClrciiIaTa, etc, aant free tuall pa^laof tbonnlladBUtel. 

DEPOTS IN: 
rhitndili^ln. Fmrrh, Ilkhaida Ji Co, cor. lOlb and Markat Ml 
-SdMoh, Th. Metcall A Co.. 3V Trsninot Bt. 
BiiUtmoit, Andruna Si, 'Ihmnpaun, S W. Haltlinore at. 
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GE0R6I TISMANN * CO. 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. ^ 

OTTO ft RBYNDBRSi 
Manofootnrert nod Importers of 

Surgical^ Orthopedical^ and Dental 

Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

58 Chatham Street, New York. 

TboTMions BpUntA for Morbus Gozarlos, Abdominal Supporters, Shonlder- 
braoes, Stockings for Yaricose Veins, £lectrio Machines, Ear-Tmmpets. 
yraotiire Splints, Cmtches, Syringes, Enemas, 81celeton^ Fine Cntlery, etc 

tA rtificial Legs and 
^lJL Arms. 8elpbo*s Patent The best snb- 
stltntes for lost limbs the world of science 
has ever inrented. (Established 84 years.) 
Can be had only of 
WM. 8ELPH0, 
Patentee and Inyentor. 
Send fw pamphlet 616 Broadway. N. Y. 

N.B.~A Bllyer Medal Jnst awarded at the late Fair ot the American 
Inatitnte for the best Artifloial Limbs. 

VACCINE 

•Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 

f most reliable, need by the leading physicians of tUs cl^ ; put up in 
the best form for transmission to any part of the world. Prices— single 
tube, 75 ctSb; three, $8; single charge or eighth-day lymph, on pointed qnillS| 
16 cts: fifteen points, $1 ; single charge, on convex suiikoe of section m 
quill, 80 ets. ; ten, $1. Crusts ftt>m $1 to $8 according to weight 

Addrass, Eastern Dispensary, 67 Essex street, Sew York. 
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o the Medical Profession. — Dr. J. 

PABI60T, late Commissioner In Lunacy, and Honorary Pro> 
fessor of the Umversity of Brussels, ofl'ers to consult wiUi Gentlemen 
of the Profession, and to give advice on Mental Disorders and Medico* 
Legal Cases. 
Curreqkondenoe can be addressed to the care of 

Bailubbc Bbothxxs, 680 Broadway, N. Y. 

"D uflfalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

J-> A MONTHLY PERIODICAL. 

The Bnilklo Medical and Surgical Journal is published monthlv, contain- 
ing reports of Medical Societies and Hospitals, Editorials, Reviews. Cor- 
respondence, Armv Mews, etc, etc ; including the usual rarieqr of Medi- 
cal Periodica Publications, bpecimen copies tent on application. Terms 
•8.00 a year, t» aawtne*. 

J. F. MINER, M.D., 
Editor JhifiUo Jisd, and durg. Jowr^ 

Buflklo^ N. T. 

St, Regis Water, from Massena 
SPRINOS, St Lawrence Co., N. Y. These waters are richly im- 
pregnated with medldnal salts, p o ss e s si ng singular virtues as remedial 
agents in the treatment of the following cumplalnts >— Cutaneous Erup- 
tions, Rheumatism, Scrofula, Affections of the Kidneys, Hysteria and 
all Female Irregularities, Constipation, Piles, etc 

MoCORD aTpINE, FroprUtor% 

Massena, N. T. 
Genersl Agency, 868 Bowery, cor. Fourth st, N. Y. dty. The bottled 
wattos may be had fh>m idl resectable Druggists^ 

C01I€£1ITRAT£I> FI.UID JHAGIVESIA 

Is eanestly and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
superior tarndc Every fluid ounce contains fifteen mins of msgnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vastly increased 
medicinal properties, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
article <tf Formgn or domestic manufacture. As a corrector of addity, an 
Invigorating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
It Is without a rival, and has elidted unqualified approbation. 

PYLE ^RROTHER, 

Cbeniists, 
Brooklyii, N. Y. 
FOR SALE BY 

JA8. 8. A8PIHWALL, 86 WiUiam St,N. T. 

8CHISFFELIN BROTHERS A COVWUliam, o(nr. Beekman St, N. Y. 

CASWELL, MACK h CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, R. L 

HEGEMAN * CO.. Broadway, N. T. 

aOHN MBAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. T. 

F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Stiw, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

J. H. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Yanderbilt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

F. BROWN, cor. Fifth and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia. 

H. O. BLAIR, cor. Eighth and Walnut Sts^Philadelphia. 

WTRTH A BBOTHEB, 1418 Walnut StTPhiladelpUa. 



WADE & FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUE; AND CITY HOSPITAIfl^ 

Mannihcture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 

STKINGES, na, 
86 FuUtm tUrtet, New York. 

W. A F. begjeave to caU the attention of the Fteulty to the latest and 
most COMPACT genersl operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. Jamks R Wood, a ftill desortotion of which wHl 1m 
forwarded upon ^>plication. Also, Dr. Lewis A. Savki^s improved out* 
door Splint for Moebus Cozasivs. Directions for measorements wHl b« 
forwaraed when requested. 

i?4^sr«f»ces.*— Jamss R Wood, M.D., Lswn A. SAvmn, M.D., St' f am 
SMrm, M.D., B. F. Baors, M.D^U.S.N. 

PRIOSD OAIALOQVSS WILL BE SENT TO AITF ADDRSSS. 

0^ Agents for Jewett^s Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
others. 

Sole Agents tat ** Ferminlchs Irritation Instrument^ Price $8.00. 



The Wills Ophthalmic Hospital, 

-■- Philadelphia south side of Logan Square, Race street, between 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth. 

Open for tiie examination and recepticm of patients every Monday and 
Friday at 11 PJL 

Operations every Wednesday at 11 A..]t. 

Dr. T. G. Morton, Dr. R J. Levis, 

Dr. A. D. Hall, Dr. D. H. Agnew. 

Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 
self to the investigation and arollcation of Electrldty as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly qualified as well by his 
scientific attainments as by his great experience to apply it in the most 
efl'ectual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the profeation. Pa 
tients sent to him for this mode of trestment, will otherwise remait 
under the charge of their attending physldans. His business is &«• 
ftrom all charlatanism and quackery. 

141 FOURTH AVENUE. 

The Anatomical Ball and 
Sooket-Jointed laeg. 

with lateral motion at the ankle, like the natural one 

Also: 
THE U. S. VEMY AND NAVY LEG. 




The latter Is fbrnished to soldiers by the U. S. Government without 
by applying to Douglas Bij 
nlshmg Artificial Logs to Soldiers. 



charge by ai 
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ers bv tl 

iy, M.D., U. 8. Commissioner for tar- 
. OiBoes— 668 Broadway, N. Y., Cln- 
ebnstl, O., or St Loni^ Mo. 
For instructions address DR. BLY at nearest ofllce. 

Private Medical Instruction. — Want- 
ed a few young doctors or advanced students to Join a select private 
quixx-dass, limited to four or five, under eminent pronorses. 

Address Da. FISHER, 
Station D, Bible House. 

r. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 

MENT AT FLORKNCE, MASS. (near Northampton), is pleasant- 
ly situated In a healthy mountain reeion, amply suppllea with the purest, 
softest, and coldest granite water. Shady walks and drives, with pleaesnt 
views sll around ; iMwIlng alleys; boats ; billiard table ; pianos; gymnas- 
tics ; several hundred feet of covered piazzas ; rooms all light and airy ; 
diet plain, but nourishing, abundant and well prepared ; the whole of the 
Institute mansged with care, order, and neatness. Dr. Mnnde, though the 
oldest disciple of Priessnitx, and one of the first writers on his system, 
does not cmim for it a greater scope than really belongs to it; but as a 
healthv Branch of the Healing Art, baeed entirely upon pbjsiological 
pindples, ho considers it wdl worth tho attention of the Primssion, who 
ought not to ooofunnd the good cause with its many bad advocates. 
For Terms, etc.. npply as above. 

Artificial Limbs, for 

Inferior and Superior Extremities, by 

E. D. HUDSON M.D., 

CLINTON HALL, (up stnirs.) Eighth Street, or Astor 
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CLINICAL LECTURES 

ON DIPHTHERIA. 

By JOHN T. METCALFE, M.D., 
PROP. PKAonoc or MBDicms, mriTKBsrTT msdioal oollsgx. 

LECTURE L 

I WILL occupy your time this morning, gentlemen, by 
Borae remarks on two cases that have lately presented 
themselves to lis. at our Wednesday's clinic. 

The first has tne following history, which I now read to 
you from the case-book : — 

Margaret Johnson, seven years old, a well developed 
child for her age, came before the class complaining of loss 
of power over the vocal organs, and difficulty of deglutition. 

Her mother stated that she had been in good health until 
three months before coming to the college, when she ob- 
served Margaret to be troubled in swallowing her food. 
Not only was the act performed with difficulty and with 
occasional apparent pain, but the fluid portions of her food 
would return through the nostrils, when the pharyngeal 
muscles contracted. Now and then, in vomiting, the food 
would pa«« as much through the nose as through the moutli. 
The child's intellect was apparently in a normal condition. 
She readily understood everything that was said to her, but 
lacked the power of intelligible expression. 

Soon after the symptoms above noted made their appear- 
ance, the patient complained of torpid bowels, of dysuria,- 
and loss oi power over the lower extremities. A few^ days 
later the arras and hands were likewise affected, and it was 
observed that the sight became less distinct than usual. 
There was convergent strabismus of the left eye. Hearing 
unaffected. Lately she has slept uneasily, and snores 
heavily and continuously when asleep. At present the 
partial paralysis above noted exists, but without marked 
mcrease. The skin is cool ; the pulse quicker than natural • 
the head drops forward on the chest, and cannot be raised 
by voluntary effort. On each side of the neck the lympha- 
tic glands, especially about the angle of the jaw, ai*e 
enlarged. Conformation of mouth and tongue normal; 
pharynx red, but without membrane. On questioning 
the mother closely she told us, you remember, that Mar- 
garet had been ailing for some days before the symptoms 
above mentioned had manifested tnemselves. She had had 
pain in deglutition, as evinced by the necessity of drawing 
the head downwards and forwards, and making a sort of 
grimace as one with a sore throat would do. She had been 
fretful, restless, weak, and without her usual appetite. 

Another case which came before us a few days ago I 
find thus noticed in Mr. James Moore's notes : — 

Timothy Quinlan, sdL 8 years, came to the Clinic for 
difficulty about the vocal apparatus. 

He has never been a robust child, but has never had any 
serious illness previously. His parents are people of good 
constitution, without hereditary or other disease. About 
a month ago, his mother observed him to be troubled with 
aore throat, but he had no apparent fever nor loss of appe- 
tite. Under the angle of the jaws she noticed sensitive 
lumps, as large as a hickory nut, which lasted until a phy- 
sician was called in, who gave him medicine. This, his 
mother thinks, cured the lump and sore throat His deglu- 
tition was painful. 

During tno time referred to, lasting about a week, the 
boy was troubled by a harsh, dry cou|^, with great hoarse- 
ness and indistinctness of the voice, so that it was difficult 
to understand him in ordinary conversation ; now he speaks 
Uke a person with cleft palate^ and, according to his 
mother, his intelligibiUty is diminishing firom day to day. 
His throat, on examination, shows great redness of the 
fauces, witn apparent thickening of the mucous membrane, 
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especially of the right side. There is a pendulous condi- 
tion of the soft palate, as though the muscles supporting it 
had lost their tone. There is double converging strabismus. 
His pulse is natural ; skin warm, and slightly moist Anx- 
ous expression of countenance. On attempting to cou^h, 
he is unable to make the short, sharp, explosive expiration 
which should constitute the act It is more like a harsh 
blowing sound. His appetite is not bad; bowels regular; 
urine not examined. 

These cases, gentlemen, are interesting, as illustrating 
some points in the pathology of a disease which has given 
great anxiety to the medical profession in this country as 
well as in Great Britain, during the last few years. 

Diphtheria is not a new disease, as many have supposed 
— partly from the new name by which it is now known, 
and for which it is indebted to Mr. Farre, the Registrar- 
General of England, and partly because many physicians of 
large experience have only of late met with it as an epide- 
mic malady. To the excellent monograph of Dr. Edward 
Headlam 6reenhow, and to the admirable lectures of Pro£ 
Alonzo Clark, published in last year's Medical Times <md 
Qazette, 1 refer you for much interesting matter concern- 
ing its history. 

Most of us who have practised fifteen or twenty years, 
will easily remember sporadic cases of diphtheria. It is 
only as an epidemic that it has been comparatively un- 
known. 

I shall, in the first place, speak to you of the peculiar 
sequelae, so well illustrated in our two patients— I mean 
the diphtherial paralysis — and will then endeavor to antici- 
pate answers to such letters as I ain^ constantly receiving 
from our graduates who have commenced practice, and, 
having fallen in with the disease under consideration, 
desire to know what I consider the best general treatment. 

" Nerve affections following diphtheria consist chiefly of 
impaired, perverted, or excessive sensibility, together with 
a more or less complete paralysis of the muscles of the 
fauces, pharynx, tongue, lips, extremities, trunk, and neck. 
The frequency of the occurrence of these symptoms in the 
several sets of muscles being nearly in accordance with the 
order in which they have been named, those of the fauces 
being the most frequent, and those of the neck least so." 
Doctor Greenhow, fi-om whose article in the August (1863) 
number of the Eaifiburgh Medical and Surgiau Journal I 
make the foregoing extract, does not mention paralysis of 
the eye muscles. This is by no means unfi'ecjuent It ex- 
isted in each of the two cases I have mentioned to you, 
but is not relatively so common as they might lead you to 
suppose. Perhaps in order of frequency we might place it 
after that of the trunk. 

The supervention of diphtlierial paralysis varies much 
with regard to the time of its access. In the cases which 
I have exhibited to you, there has appeared, in one, to be 
scarcely any appreciable interval between the primary and 
secondary affections. But this is not the general rule. 
• As we ordinarily see it, tlie loss of muscular power has 
come on after apparent convalescence from diphtheria 
proper. In some instances, patients have been removed 
irom the physician's immediate care to convalesce in some 
distant place, after whidi the paralytic symptoms have 
developed themselves — in one case as long as two months 
after the first attack. 

The practical deduction to be drawn firom these facts is 
to avoid pronouncing your patient cured until several weeks 
have elapsed after apparent recovery. It is a general 
rule that the probabihty and extent of paralysis bear a 
direct ratio to the intensity with which the antecedent 
diphtheria has manifested itself: and this latter may servo 
also to measure the extent to wnich Iq^ of muscular power 
wiUgo. 

Nevertheless, this is a rule subject to numerous excep- 
tions, as the cases referred tb in this lecture will show. 
Indeed, in one of them it would not have occurred to a 
physician's mind, before our knowledge Of diphtheria was 
as accurate as it nas become of late years, to make any con- 
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nexion between the slight attack of sore throat and the fan- 
ciai and other paralysis. In the boy's case, the child was not 
even obliged to go to bed, and continued to enjoy a good 
appetite during his apparently trivial indisposition. In 
some of the worst cases of diphtheria I have ever seen, 
there was no subsequent paralysis of any sort 

Among the sequel® most calculated to cause anxiety on 
the patient's part is an apparent loss of sight. This depends 
not on any organic affection of the retina, but is a muscular 
affair — the ciliary muscle being the one involved in para- 
lysis. Patients will occasionally be unable to reaa the 
print of an ordmary book, who will yet clearlv distinguish 
objects across a hospital ward. The use of appropriate 
glasses will oflen restore the power of vjision. 

The history of our patients will show you that the para- 
lytic troubles are generally progressive ; that is^ they may 
Ikttack any one part of the muscular system, increase in 
intensity, and subsequently travel, without any seeming 
nile, to others. Usually gradual in its development, the 
paralysis may exceptionally be sudden. 

It IS not idways regular in its march. (Thus, in one of 
my late oases I would find the child able to use her arms 
and legs &irly on one day, on the next there would be 
much less ability to do so. On the following visit she 
would have undergone great improvement So it was with 
the speech and with deglutition. Later in the disease con- 
valescence became steady and uninterrupted. 

In the patients whom you have seen there was no men- 
tion made of ansesthesia. This is not an unfrequent phe- 
nomenon. We may have it manifested in any part or the 
body. Usually I have observed it most markedly in the 
&u<W and palatine mucous membrane. It follows the 
course of the muscular paralysis, and requires no especial 
consideration. 

The same may be said of hypersBsthesia. In the course 
of convalescence from the paralytic sequelfe, there will 
now and then be much complaint from excessive tender- 
ness of the affected muscles on pressure being made. 

In some cases the patient complaind of the skin being so 
tight as to give the sensation of a swollen member. This 
is merely a perversion of sensibitity, as inspection will show 
no change in size, nor to the observer's touch will there be 
anything abnormal. 

Among all varieties of diphtherial paralyas, the most 
interesting and the most dangerous is that in which the 
heart is the organ concerned. At times the pulse will grow 
more and more feeble and infrequent, until it finally ceases 
to be perceptible. In the case of a young lady to whom 
I was called, in New Jersey, death was due to almost 
instantaneous cessation of the heart's action. She was 
apparently in satis&ctory convalescence, when on walking 
across the sitting-room she suddenly dropped down and 
died. There was no previous organic disease of the heart, 
nor was there any brain lesion that would explain her 
abrupt death. 



M. Victor Hugo, of Hauteville, is in the habit of giving 
forty "most necessitous" children a dinner once a fort- 
night Twenty are dined weekly. The dinner is a sound 
meal of firesh meat and a small glass of wine. In this pro- 
cedure M. Hugo is guided by the report of a commission of 
medical and other scientific men appointed in 1848 by the 
French Government to consider the causes of such diseases 
as scrofula, rickets, and impoverishment of blood among the 
children of the poor. This commission gave it as their 
opinion that these diseases were caused by the children 
being almost entire strangers to animal food, and would be 
entirely prevented by their having a meal of fi^ meat 
once a month. M. Hugo goes beyond the requirements of 
Uie report, and «ves the needed meal once a fortnight He 
has been rewarded by undoubted success — the cure of many 
and the sensible improvement of nearly all of the fortunate 
cMldren.— Xonce4 



^riijmal Conimunirations. 

SYNOPSIS OF 

A REPORT UPON CAMP MEASLES, 

BASED UPON AN ANALYSIS OF ONE HUNDRED CASES) MADE TO 

THE SX7RGE0N-0ENERAL. 

By ROBERTS BARTHOLOW, A.M., M.D., 

▲BSIBTAHT-BUBeKOK, V.B.A. 

{CanUnv^d J^rom page 281.) 
Pathology. — Autopsies were performed in twenty-two 
cases, and the morbid appearances recorded by a medical 
cadet or medical officer, as dictated by me. The brain, 
thoracic, and abdominal organs were removed from the 
body ; their size, shape, color, weight, and other physical 
properties carefully noted ; abnormal fluids were removed 
by a syringe and measured ; products of diseased action 
were also^ as far as practicable, submitted to microscopic 
examination. The appearances observed in the brain were 
usually more or less intense injection and hypersemia of the 
brain substance ; engorgement of the vessels of the choroid 

{>lexus ; fluid in the ventricles ; in several instances recent 
ymph upon the surface of both hemispheres ; and in one 
case a large, soft, black coaculum under the dura mater. No 
graver lesion than slight injection of the vessels was found 
in the larynx in any of the twenty-two cases examined. 
Intense redness of the trachea and primarv4)roncbi invaria- 
bly existed. The mucous membrane of the capillary tubes 
was of a dusky brown, the epithelial coat softened and 
easily detached, and the tubes filled with a reddish or 
yellowish white mucus. The lungs in these cases filled the 
thoracic cavity, and were of a pink or rose color anteriorly, 
variegated by spots of dark blue or slate color the size of 
the lobules. Posteriorly large portions of lung-tissue were 
found of this deep blue or slate color, the intervening sub- 
stance being brown, red, or deep rose color. Upon section 
of the lung in this condition, black blood and bloody serum 
exuded plentifully, and from the divided extremities of the 
capillary tubes, yellow pus-Uke fluid. Considerable por- 
tions of this lung-tissue would float in water ; but an isolated 
lobule, corresponding to the blue spots on the exterior 
surface of the lung, quickly sank in water. 

If the patient lived long enough^ these patches of deeply 
engorged lung-tissue went on into red and ^y hepatiza- 
tion, uie pulmonary pleura taking on morbid action, and 
pouring forth abundant exudation, glueing it to the costal 
pleura. The bronchial glands were invariably found en- 
larged, pulpy, and almost diffluent, of a bluish-grey and ash 
color. In one case, examined since this report was closed, 
the bronchial glands, at the bifurcation of the trachea, 
suppurated largely, and the loose cellular tissue posterior 
to the oesophagus became the seat of a nabscess extending 
to the level of the os hyoides. 

It resulted from this condition of the lungs that the 
blood returned firom all parts of the body could get no 
further than the right cavities. These and the pulmonary 
artery were invariably found distended when examined at 
this stage, with large, soft, black coagula, whilst the left 
cavities were empty. 

The blood found in the body after death was always thin 
and black. Examined by the microscope it exhibited an 
increase in tlie white corpuscles. In one subject extravasa- 
tions were observed under integument (purpurea). The 
right cavities in cases dyinff early^ as I have just remarked, 
were distended to their fulTcapacity and their waUs flaccid, 
whilst the left were firmly contracted and empty. In the 
more chronic cases-— those dying from intestinal lesion — 
the heart was generally found softened, its muscular walls 
tearing easily, and the right cavities filled with a yellowish- 
white fibrinous clot. 

The liver and spleen exhibited no characteristic changes. 
The average weight of the liver in twenty-two cases was 
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four pounds three and a half ounces, and of the spleen 
eight and a half ounces. 

The kidneys were always found in a state of hypersemia; 
the cortical substance dark-brown or lead-color ana injected, 
the pyramids deep purple, and the papilkd deep pink or 
red, instead of the lignt rose-color natural to them. Blood 
exuded plentifully on section of the organs. The average 
weight was seven ounces, the right bemg heavier by half 
an ounce than the left. 

The seat of the alterations in the intestinal canal was the 
glandular apparatus of the ilium ; coecum ascending and 
transverse colon. In those cases of death early in the 
disease from brain complication, from capillary bronchitis, 
and lobular pneumonia, or from congestion of the lung^ 
tissue and paralysis of the hearty due to the distension of 
the right cavities and deficient blood supi^ly to the lefl, the 
intestinal trouble consisted of some redness (port wine color) 
of the mucous membrane of the ilium — the vessels being 
arranged in an arborescent manner and symmetrically; 
distension and elevation of the solitary glands, which 
appeared white and glistening beneath the epithelial layer; 
greater distinctness of the follicles of Lieberk^hn ; and a 
light yellow or dark grey deposit about the orifices of the 
tubular glands of the larg^ intestine. Thickening of the 
agminated patches, soflenmg of the epithelial layer over 
the solitary and aggregated glands, and injection and 
hyperasmia of the vessels of the connective tissue beneath 
the mucous coat, follow. Very characteristic changes 
occur in this connective tissue; the corpuscles begin an 
abundant proliferation, granules and minute drops of oil are 
seen amongst the fibres, and the cells thus developed 
furnish the material of the exudation seen on the surface. 

In the large intestine the deposit which takes place 
around the orifices of the tubular glands softensLand ulcera- 
tion is established, which widens eccentrically. The connec- 
tive tissue corpuscle takes on an action similar to that ob- 
served in the small intestine. 

Sequbljb. — The intestinal lesion may go on into incura- 
ble diarrhoea and dysentery after apparent recovery. 
Chronic pneumonia may result from the condensed patches 
of pulmonary tissue, and chronic bronchitis may follow the 
acute. Acute tuberculosis, running rapidly to a fatal issue, 
is the most common sequela. Aphonia, chronic conjuncti- 
vitis, and otitis, are also not unfrequent sequences. Latent 
vices of constitution and tendency, unsuspected, to organic 
lesions, are suddenly developed during the stage of imper- 
fect convalescence, which often follows an otherwise mild 
and tractable form of the disease. 

TREATMKNT. 

Prophylaxis is chiefly important Contagion, it appears,- 
fi*om the story of the one hundred cases, is the sole cause 
of the disease. Cases may occur propagated by sleeping 
on straw, but the straw is a fomites. As I have been at 
some pains to show, the recruit goes fi*om a natural into a 
purely artificial state. He is exposed to the causes of 
disease when in a most favorable state for their action. It 
follows, then, that the recruit should be as gradually 
accommodated to his new life as possible ; he should not be 
exposed to crowd-poisoning; he should have facilities for 
bathing and keeping clean, and his food should be well 
cooked and cleanly served. An essential point is isolation 
of affected individuals or commands. These are points in 
hygiene to which attention is necessary if other zymotic 
diseases are to be prevent^, but especially in the preven- 
tion of measles. 

The rooms or wards in which measles cases are treated 
should be carefully ventilated, and ample air-space^lSOO 
cubic feet — allowed to each patient; but draughts and 
currents of air should be excluded. The temperature of 
the ward or room should not be greater than sixty degrees 
Fah., and should possess, above all other qualifications, 
—equality. 

It is quite dear that we have no specific, no antidote, 
for the poison of measles. The one hundred cases analysed 
exhibit the phenomena of a morbid agent, whose nature is 



unknown, entering the human organiam| and inducing a 
series of characteristic changes, irrespective of any drug 
administered. 

We have seen that the three great centres of life are 
affected more or less in every fatal case. With the light 
afforded by the results of treatment and the post-mortem 
observations, what is the duty of the physician ? Are the 
antiphlogistic remedies and regimen to be used under the 
belief that he has to deal with inflammations of the menin- 
ges of the bronchial tubes, or the lunes, or other or^^ans? — 
or diall he watch the natural meuiod of cure in these 
cases, and imitate and encourage it? I have seen in many 
instances the lamentable effects of lowering measures. 
There is another extreme, equallv if not more common — 
excessive stimulation. The stimulant school of practitioners 
is increasing. Influenced by the example and teaching of 
Dr. Todd, but not possessed of his profound physiological, 
patholo^cal, and therapeutical knowledge, the practice of 
many physicians consists in the administration or brandy. 

Many cases of measles, if left to themselves, terminate 
favorably by the unassisted efforts of nature. An increase 
in the excretion of urine, a smart dianhoea, or a sudden 
diaphoresis, are the phenomena which mark the crisis and 
decline of the disease. We mav have the opportunity, 
when the proper time arrives, of producing, imitating, or 
favoring the occurrence of these cntical dischan;es. Con- 
gestions of organs essential to life occurring suddenly, duo 
of course to some serious lesion of the blooa not cognizable 
by our present means of investigation, are the sources of 
danger. We have seen that coma, convulsions, and deli- 
rium are produced by engorgement of the vessels of the 
brain, by extravasations of blood on the hemispheres, by 
inflammation of the mening^es. In some cases, suppression 
of urine is coincident with the disturbance of the brain. 
These symptoms may be much improved by a copious 
bleeding; but tlie patients died in every instance in which 
this remedy was employee^ Whiskey, no matter how 
freely administered, had no greater efficacnr. The true 
way, in my opinion, to treat this condition of the brain is, to 
excite the action of the kidneys by saline diuretics ; to 
relieve the vessels locally, by cups to the nape of the neck; 
to produce counter-irritation by hot pediluvia or sinapisms 
to the extremities, and by saline cathartics ; and to remove 
from the general circulation^ temporarily, a portion of the 
blood by ligatures to the thighs, applied tightly enough to 
arrest the superficial venous circulation. 

The lar^t mortality is due to pulmonary complications. 
The description I have given of the morbid anatomy and 
the photographic illustration of the text, show that a capil- 
laiy bronchitis, accompanied by copious exudation, lobular 

{)neumonia, an intense congestion of the vessels of the 
ungs, and a gorged state of the right cavities, are the 
sources of danger. The left side of the heart is found 
empty. These pathological facts teach us that stimulants 
could not be beneficial, and in practice they are found to 
produce only injury when administered in this state. 
Here, amn, bleeding produces an immediate amelioration 
in all the symptoms; but the patients die of bleeding. 
Mercurials and antimonials, used ever so faithfiillVj do not 
relieve, but only add complications to the case, and increase 
the mortality. Here, as in the cerebral complication, we 
ought to rely upon counter-irritants and cups to thorax, 
counter-irritants and derivatives to inferior extremities, 
ligatures to thighs to control the venous circulation, ana 
upon remedies to maintain and increase the renal secre- 
tion, and to determine to the surface (minute doses of anti« 
mony, citrate of ammonia, acetate of potassa, etc.). The 
most manageable counter-irritant in these cases is turpen- 
tine applied as a stupe, but not permitted to remain long 
in one place, follow^ by warm, moist applications (cloths 
wrung out in warm water). Active diuretics are not indi- 
cated, and should be avoided, not only on account of the 
hypersemia of the kidneys, but also of the irritable state of 
the mucous membrane of the intestinal canal Bitartrata, 
bicarbonate, and citrate of potassa are the proper remedies 
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of this class. They should be given in small doses, largely 
diluted and frequently repeated. If the affection of the 
kidneys be a prominent symptom, cups and sinapisms 
should be applied to the lumbar region. 

The remedies necessary to control the diarrhoea are saline 
cathartics with tincture of rhubarb, followed by astringents 
and opiates. Local remedies are of value. When in- 
creased heat of abdominal walls and increase of the num- 
ber of dejections indicate increased hypersemia of the sub- 
mucous tissue, and enlargement and tbickening of the soli- 
tary glands and follicles of Lieberkuhn, then dry or wet 
cups, turpentine stupes, or sinapisms, followed by warm, 
inoist applications, are indicated. 

The diet should consist of nutritive matters, which may 
be taken up in the stomach and duodenum. Animal 
broths and small doses of wine are proper. These are the 
main points of the treatment in the formative and eruptive 
stages of the disease. 

During the stage of desquamation, inunctions are useful ; 
olive oil, pure lard, or glycerine may be applied. The 
capillaries of the integuments are active, and a rapid cell 
development takes place from the rete mucosum to supply 
the loss of epidermis^ The use of these applications under 
such circumstances is quite apparent. During ibis stage, 
also, carefully prepared nutriment is necessary, and sti- 
mulants should be judiciously used. With the decline of 
the febrile action there is a progressive lowering of the 
vital powers, the kidneys resume their activity, and diar- 
rhoea frequently supervenes; and these phenomena, although 
often critical, may still further reduce the patient^ and there- 
fore require watching. It is during this stage, also, that un- 
suspected lesions of various organs commence, and proceed to 
the destruction of them, without the knowledge of the physi- 
cian, if he be not awake to the probability of such accidents. 
Daily examination should be made of the organs likely to 
become the seats of troublesome sequelae. The typhoid 
state which results when tlie intestinal lesion goes on un- 
checked, and chronic pneumonia follows the lobular pneu- 
monia, should be treated by the remedies appropriate to 
that state. This typhoid state will be less alarming if proper 
nutriment has been supplied without fatiguing the sto- 
mach from the beginning of the disease, and if excessive 
use of spirits has not so impaired the process of digestion 
as to prevent the primary assimilation. 

It is constantly necessary " to obviate ,the tendency to 
death." That physician will be most successful in the 
treatment of Camp Measles who shall study most carefully ' 
this tendency, and be prepared by appropriate means to 
counteract it 



imparting to the sensorium ideas of perspective and soHd- 
ity. . This is the chief loss to the patient having strabis- 
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ON STRABISMUS.* 
By henry D. NOYES, M.D., 

•ITMKOH TO TUX MKW TOBX BTX AKD SAB IXTnUfAXT. 

It is a quarter of a century since Strom eyer proposed to 
cure Sirabismus by dividing one or more of the external 
ocular muscles, and in the same year the operation was 
successfully done by Dieffenbach. The high repute which 
the operation soon obtained has been tarnished by failures, 
and 80 numerous as to lead some surgeons to abandon 
it. 

Before we admit this verdict, let us inquire into the 
reasons of failure, and try to point out tlie principles which 
should govern the operation. 

A person having strabismus is afflicted with a deformity, 
sometimes slight, sometimes extreme, always conspicuous. 
More than this, he is deprived of the combined use of both 
eyes. This deprivatioo is not so bad as in the case of 
absolute loss of one eye, but he is unable to direct both 
eyes simultaneously upon a given object, and he thus 
loses the great benefit of binocular vision, viz. the quick 
perception of distances and the sense of depth. Mono- 
cular vision can never compare with* binocular vision in 
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The removal of either or of both these disadvantages is 
certainly a worthy object for the surgeon. 

The correction of deformity was at first the simple 
object proposed. It was noticed that many times the pa- 
tient improved in eyesight. But improvement of vision 
was not the primary intent of the operator, because when 
deficient, he was, in many cases, utterly unable to tell the 
reason why. 

i Twenty-five years* experience has set us on the vantage- 
ground 01 being able to decide whether the case admits 
only of impro\ ement in personal appearance, or whether 
we may hope to attain the higher advantage of binocular 
vision. It has also taiTght us more correct methods of 
operating. We thus possess greater precision of aim and 
a more accurate mode of attaining it. 

Let me epitomize the facts we have acquired, or which 
we understand better than formerly. 

The muscles of the eye are, of course, subservient to 
the fiinction of sight, and to understand their action, both 
in health and disease, I must set forth some of the princi- 
ples of binocular vision. The images of objects which we 
are looking at directly, are formed on the retina at its 
central point, which is known as the macula lutea. If an 
object cast an image on the macula lutea of each eye, we 
perceive but one image and judge that there is but one 
object; if in one eye the image be cast upon any other 
point than the macula lutea, we have diplopia. The image 
faUs correctly when the visual line of each eye is directed 
upon the object, for then it is pictured on each macula 
lutea. 

If I am looking at a small and distant obiect, the knob 
of a door across the room, it is only needful that the centre ' 
of each retina be opposed to the subject But I look at a 
man twenty feet distant, and other adjustments must be 
made, for the image now formed on the retina has appre- 
ciable length, instead of being a mere pointj as heretofore 
supposed, and it is not indifierent how Uiat line should lie. 
Suppose the interior of the eye to be divided into qua- 
drants by two lines, one running vertically, the other hori- 
zontally, and intersecting at the macula lutea. The upper 
and lower quadrants on the right hand of each eve corre- 
spond ; the upper and lower quadrants on the left hand of 
each eye correspond. If the image of a man in one eye 
coincide with the vertical meridian, it may not in the other 
fall obliquely across this meridian, even at the macula 
lutea. The two images must be paralleL In other words, 
the vertical meridians must be parallel, and the images 
must fall upon parts in each retina which correspond to 
each other. Let us apply these postulates. 

If the man supposed, be to the right side, the right 
external rectus and the lefr internal rectus pull the eyes 
around, and the vertical meridians remain parallel. If he 
be on tne left side, the antagonist muscles work in the same 
way. 

If the man be above so high as to compel us to look up 
— the sup. rectus pulls the eye up, but at the same time 
inwards — ^the top of the vertical meridian will be turned 
inwards, and the images would not fall upon correspond- 
ing parts of the retina. In the right eye the image would 
fiiU on the supero-dextral and infero-sinistral ; in the lefl 
eye it would be in the supero-^inistral and infero-dextral 
quadrants. This would occasion diplopia. A correction 
must be made in the position of the vertical meridians, 
and this is done by the inferior oblique muscles pulling tho 
lower end of the vertical meridian inwards. The external 
recti can have no influence, for they simply turn the eye 
outwards, and do not influence the vertical meridians. 

If the object be below the horizon, a similar correction 
must be made to keep the vertical meridian parallel 

If the man be so placed that we must look at him ob- 
liquely, say up and to the right hand, a more complicated 
combination of muscles is brought into play. Thus the 
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fight eye is turned outwards by the ext rectus ; in this 
position, the sup. rectus acts to best advantage in directing 
the cornea upwards ; the vertical meridian remains vertical. 
In the left eye, the rect. int. turns the e3^e to right side ; 
the sup. rectus upwards, but at the same time has a power- 
ful tendency to incline the top of vertical meridian inwards ; 
the vert, merid. are, therefore, not parallel. Another force 
must be cfilled upon ; this will be the iuferior oblique of 
each eye. In the right, by its insertion below, it pulls the 
inferior portion of the vertical meridian inwards, tne upper 
portion outwards. In the left eye it has the contrary 
effect ; it counteracts the tendency of the sup. rectus to 
pull the top of the vert meridian inwards, and aids strongly 
m turning the cornea upwards. By this balauce of forces, 
the vert, merid. are kept parallel, while they are inclined 
to the right at their summits. This position has, by actual 
experiment, been found to be assumed by the vertical meri- 
dians when we look in this direction. 

I would not prolong this analysis too far; but allow 
me to show the muscles which act in turning the eyes 
doumwarda and to right side. They are the ext rectus of 
right eye, aided by its inferior rectus. In the left eye the 
int and inferior rectL The inf. rectus pulls the top of the 
vert meridian outwards, and destroys the parallelism with 
its fellow. To correct this, the superior oblique steps in. 
In the left eve it pulls the top of the vertical meridian in- 
wards and helps to turn the cornea downwards. In the 
right eye, it gives the top of vert, meridian an inclination 
inwards similar to the posture of the other vert. meridian. 
The V. m. are thus parallel and have a leaning at the top to 
the left side. 

If the above corrections in the position of the vert 
merid. and of the maculse lutese are not made diplopia 
results. How is this explained ? 

The eye, although a combination of lenses, mav be 
assumed to be reduced to a simple lens of a given focus, 
this lens at a certain distance from the retina, and having 
an optical centre. Every pencil passing through it is 
refracted, so that its axis passes through the centre of the 
lens. If the retinal image could be again refracted from 
the eye and caught upon a screen, it would coincide with 
the situation of the object. The same fact is expressed in 
the phrase, that the projection of images from the eye is 
upon a line drawn from the situation of the image and 
passing through tlm optical centre of the eye. This cen- 
tral point is a little in front of the posterior pole of the 
crystalline lens upon the principal axis of the globe. If, 
now, in one eye tlie image fall on the macula lutea, and in 
the other upon a different spot, the projections will be 
unlike, and each eye will locate the object in a different 
place — hence double vision. For example : i^ with the 
image central in the left eye, it fall to the outer side of the 
centre and upon the horizontal meridian of tlie right, the 
projection of the image for the left eye will be to the left 
of the true situation of the object These images are 
crossed. If, with central image in the left, the image in 
the right lie to the inner side of the centre and in the 
horizontal meridian, the false image will appear to the right 
of the true position of the object These are homonymous 
or corretpondent images. The subject might be elaborated 
into further details, and by an atienti^ study of the two 
images a diagnosis can be made of tne muscles at fault, 
when there is no apparent Umitation of motion or devia- 
tion in the axis of either eye. I have touched upon this 
subject as much as concerns my present purpose. It may 
be interesting to state that careful analysis can determine 
paralysis of the superior oblique muscle. 

When two images are very near together, they appear 
of nearly equal distinctness ; when they are far apart, one 
is often unnoticed. This, for two reasons : the sensibility 
of the retina diminishes as you approach its margin, and 
the image which falls in this region is not only projected 
out o"* the direct range of sight, but is feebler than the 
true ima^. Besides, patients can suppress or ignore the 
Mm image by a voluntary act of consciousness. To aid 



investigation of double images, a piece of colored glass is 
put before one eye. To determine their angular separation 
and to correct diplopia, prisms are employed, and come in 
the box of spectacle glasses. 

What I have said applies. to objects at a considerable 
distance ; when the object approaches within ten or fifteen 
inches, other conditions must be fulfilled to secure correct 
binocular vision. The visual lines, in viewing distant 
objects, are nearly parallel, or but slightly convergent. 
For near objects, the visual lines must converge much more. 
This calls for increased action on the part of the internal 
recti, and they must contract more than the remaining 
muscles, in whatever part of the field the object may be 
placed. But, to see an object distinctly when ten inches 
from the fiice, requires, also, an optical adjustment of the 
eye. The crystalline lens must increase in thickness, to 
bring the rays from so near a point to a correct focup. 
Two adjustments are thus demanded : increased conver« 
gence oi the visual lines, and activity of the ciliary mus- 
cles, to bring about the optical accommodation. Thefe 
two functions are in close association, and we shall see that 
this fact has an important bearing upon strabismus. 

Strabismus may originate in an affection of the muscles ; 
-either spasm or paralysis; or a defect in sight may be 
the originating condition, and the muscular lesion its 
result 

First, when the muscular lesion is the only cause. 
Spasm of the ocular muscles occurs in convulsive diseases 
and produces temporary squint; intestinal worms are 
assumed to cause permanent squint ; this assumption is, at 
least, of doubtful. validity. lu short, spasm may be re- 
garded as having little to do with permanent squint 

Paralysi?, however, is a frequent cause. The external 
rectus is its most frequent victim. Any or many muscles 
may be affected. The eye is given over to the influence of 
the sound antagonist muscles, and may assume any posi- 
tion. When paralysis of a muscle is complete, the eye is 
said to be in a state of luscitas. Paralysis may be incom- 
plete—the muscle can carry the eye a little way, but not 
to the extent of its normal excursion. Whether complete 
or incomplete, paralysis causes strabismus when the eye 
looks towards the side of Uie paralysed muscle. There 
will then be diplopia, and this often very annoying. 

A paralysed muscle may recover its contractibihty and a 
permanent squint result notwithstanding. This happens 
thus : Suppose the right external rectus paralysed, but not 
wholly. In looking to the right side a convergent strabis- 
mus appears and homonymous double images. If they are 
near together, the external rectus, by an increased nervous 
impulse, is stimulated to unusual effort to pull the visual axis 
outwards and relieve the diplopia. But while the right 
external rectus receives increased nerve power, the same 
increase of force is carried to the left internal rectus, in 
virtue of the association of movement belonging to these 
two muscles ; it contracts more strongly, and against this 
effort the feeble external rectus of the other eye is power- 
less; a converging squint results. The right external 
rectus gains power, the left internal rectus hypertrophie?, 
shortens, finsdly undergoes fibrous degeneration, and an 
alternating convergent squint is established. Either eye 
can fix upon an object, but when one fixes, the other 
always turns in ; both will be hmited in their power of 
turning outwards, one, because of the original paralysis of 
the ext. rectus, the other, because its external rectus has 
the shortened and hypertrophied internal rectus to con- 
tend with. 

Another subdivision of this class of cases is one which 
occasions temporary strabismus, and that divergent, name- 
ly, insufficiency of the internal recti. By this term is 
meant something so much less defective than paralysis, 
that no outward deviation appears, no double images in 
distant vision. But when the eyes are directed to a near 
object, after a certain time, pain occurs, vision becomes 
indistinct, letters run together, they become doubled, and 
the eyes are observed to diverge. After a little rest they 
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assume their natural relation. This affection is one of the 
OfMises of asthenopia. 

If one eye have very imperfect sight, or be blind, it fol- 
lows the movements of the other, as it were, mechanically. 
Its muscles do not receive a directing impulse from the 
sensorium, because it conveys no sumcient impression to 
it Under these circumstances, a passive monocular stra- 
bismus often takes place. The eye has fiiU power of mo- 
tion in all directions, but it cannot fix with certainty upon 
the object of sight. This passive strabismus is most Ire- 
quently divergent ; it is also convergent 

Again, it is a frequent observation that strabismus is the 
consequence of opacity of the cornea. The opacity has 
been thought to be the direct cause of the squint, because 
it has been assumed the eye takes an oblique position to 
get the benefit of the clearer part of the cornea; and if the 
opacity be on the inner side, that the eye turns inwards to 
admit light more readily through the clear cornea on the 
outer side. This looks plausible, but it is optically incor- 
rect The light emanatmg from a given object which may 
pass from the margin of the cornea through the pupil, is 
refiracted to the same point as the light which comes through 
the centre of the cornea. If the object be in front, its 
image is found at the macula lutea in spite of the corneal 
opacity : the image is fainter, because less light is transmit- 
ted, and the opacity casts upon the image diffused light, 
which mars its distinctness. But if the eye turn inwards 
to get a better image of an object in frout, the result is 
either diplopia, or monocular vision by suppressing the 
ima^e of the other eye. It is true that, with an opacity 
on Uie inner side of the cornea, indirect sight may become 
relatively better than direct sight. But the act of squint- 
ing is not a voluntary effort to get more perfect binocular 
vision. Rather is it a passive strabismus, because si^ht is 
very defective, or the voluntary removal of a blurred 
image out of the field of view ; or it is the effect of inflam- 
mation extending along the sclerotica to the ac^'acent 
muscle, and causing organic contraction of its tissue. 

{To h6 conUnutd.) 



WEIGHT OF THE LUNGS. 
By H. ALLEN, M.D., 

▲MI8T. SUBOXOlf, U.8.A. 

In a series of post-mortem examinations, 200 in number, 
made at the Lincoln General Hospital, Washington, D.C., 
during the past eighteen months, the weight of me various 
organs was carefully noted. It has since been suggested 
that the conclusions drawn from the weighing of the lungs 
in these cases be recorded, since anatomists have paid but 
little or no attention to the subject 

Out of the 200 pairs of lungs 68 were found healthy. 
The smallest weight of any of this number was observed 
in a case of chronic diarrhoea ; the right lung weighing but 
Si oz., the left 9 oz. The largest weight was seen in a 
case of diphtheria, the right weighing 20 oz., the left lung 
184 <>z. The average weight of the whole number was, 
for the right lung, 15^ oz., for the left lung, 14^ oz. In 7 
out of the 41 cases of chronic diarrhoea, the lungs gave 
small weight.. The aspect of the organ in these cases was 
peculiar. They were shrunken, and occupied but a small 
portion of the thoracic cavity ; the distance between the 
anterior thoracic wall and the lung being in some speci- 
mens as great as 2^ inches. The parenchyma was dry, 
with little bronchial secretion evident, and no appearance 
of the pinkish hue of the healthy lung was presented. 
Owing to the absence of blood and to the presence of pig- 
mentary matter, the tissue was everywhere of a greyish 
color. The remaining 132 specimens were diseased; the 
majority from pneumonia and pleurisy. A large number 
were congested and rendered heavy, the parenchyma 
being charged either with the sero-sanguineous fluid of 
commencing pneumonia, or the greyish oedema of imper- 
fect convalescence from the same disease. It would be 
uninstructive to give the weight of the lungs in each case, 



since no two specimens were alike ; they varied greatly ia 
the degree of comphcation of the congestion or consoli- 
dation. The heaviest organ was observed in a case of 
nearly complete double pneumonia: in which the last 
stage of red hepatization was attained in both lungs, with 
the exception of the apex of first lobe, left side, which 
crepitated under pressure. The right lung weighed 50 oz., 
the left 52. The smallest weight of any diseased lung 
was noticed in a case of phthisis, in which the relative 
weight of right and left lungs was as 8^ oz. to 7i oz. The 
first 75 of these weights were recorded under the auspi- 
ces of Assistant Surgeon G. M. McGiU, U.S.A., the 
remainder by mvsel£ The examinations were all made 
shortly after death, and it is beUeved that no decomposi- 
tion had taken place in any of the specimens. 



BULLET EXTRACTED FROM THE STERNUM, 

IMBEDDED THERE SINCE THE BATTLE OF MALVSBN HILLS, 

JITLY 1, 1862. 

By WM. O'MEAGHERj M.D., 

suBOBOir, <Wth k.t.t.v. 

Private John Kearney, Co. G, 69th K Y. V^ was 
wounded by a rifle bullet at the battle of Malvern Hills, 
July 1st, 1862, the ball entering two inches to the left of 
the mesial line, at the fourth rib, and lodging in the lower 
portion of the body of the sternum. Various efforts were 
made by counter-openings to remove it^ but in vain ; 
and after nine months, during which he was constantly iu 
hospital in Washington and New York, he was discharged 
as unfit for service. The wound had healed to a certain 
extent, and he went to work at his trade of shipwright, 
but afterwards re-enlisted, February, 1864, when, owing to 
dissipation and an active campaign on Riker's Island, where 
he was exposed to all the deleterious influences for which 
that dep6t gained an unenviable notoriety, and which were 
so well calculated to v^fit recruits, and even veterans, for 
active service, the wound broke out afresh, became ex- 
tensively inflamed and painful, and an intermittent attack 
of broncho-pneumonia was superadded. An examination 
with the common probe?, and subsequently by Nelaton^s 
instrument, discovered tne location and nature of the 
foreign substance, which I at first thought was a spicula of 
carious bone, but finally a free incision down lo the bone 
liberated a considerable quantity of foetid pus, and the 
bullet was easily removed by a common dressing forceps. 
No spicule of carious bone were found loose in the sur- 
rounding parts, though several pieces had been previously 
removed while he was in general hospital The bullet 
itself is irregularly flattened down to the second depression 
or ring at the base, with sharp and jagged edges, present- 
ing altogether as ugly a foreign body as could well be 
retained with any comfort in such a position for such a 
considerable period. From its present appearance I should 
say that it must have first struck either his own or a com- 
rade's musket, but of this he had no recollection. 
I think he will be entirely well in a few weeks. 
NxAB Stbtsrsbitso, Ya., Fe\k Sfi, 1S64. 



We regret to leaBi that Prof. C. R Oilman is compelled 
by ill health to withdraw temporarily from the city. Ho 
intends to make his residence for a year at Middleton, Conn., 
hoping to find in the seclusion and repose of a country 
residence a restoration^ of the health and strength which 
have become seriously impaired by a long continuance in 
the arduous duties of a trying profession. He trusts to be 
able to return occasionally durmg the winter, and to come 
to town for four days in the week for that purpose. He 
carries with him into his retirement the esteem and good- 
will of his brethren in the profession, and the respectful 
sympathy and regard of very many of its junior members, 
who for twenty years past have benefited by his teaching 
and experience. His collegiate chair will not easily be sup- 
plied. 
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BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

00N0U8SI0N AND PARALYSIS OF THE DELTOID. 

M. 0., »t 50, admitted Jan. 18, 1864. He stated that on 
the 13th inst he fell fifteen feet, and struck upon the pro- 
minence of the deltoid muscle of the left ann. just below 
the shoulder. From the moment of the injury ne has been 
unable to raise the arm from the side of the body in a direct 
line, and thinks the bone is fractured; he can carry the arm 
backwards and forwards, but not upwards and outwards; 
and when the arm is raised in the fatter direction it gives 
him pain at the seat of injury. No evidence of a fracture 
can be detected ; the arm is not swollen, and there are no 
marks of injury. He was directed to use the cold douche, 
immediately followed by active friction, and was told that it 
would require a long time for him to recover the free use 
of the arm. 

Jan. 30th. — The above directions have been followed with 
marked benefit^ and he is now able to elevate the arm, 
though very slowly, to an angle of 45° with the axis of the 
body. Treatment continued. Feb. 22d. — The arm is still 
very weak, but can be raised to nearly a rig^t angle with 
the bod^ ; there is no pain upon pressure, and the deltoid 
muscle is considerably wasted. March lst.-*He is dis- 
charged to-day at his own request He is able to ndse the 
arm at right angles with the body, but it feels very weak 
and uncomfortable in this position. He is instructed to 
persist in rubbing the affected arm, and to begin to use it 
slowly. 

This case, though spoken of as concussion of the deltoid, 
is strictly a case of paralysis of that muscle from concussion 
of the cuxnimflex nerve which innervates it. These local 
paralyses from external injuries have not received that at- 
tention from surgical writers which they deserve. When 
it is considered that an accident, similar to the one above 
stated, may not only temporarily interfere with the func- 
tion, but also permanently impair the usefulness of a 
limb^ we may begin to estimate the interest of the subject, 
particularly as regards a prognosis. In this case, although 
the patient was told from the first that he had no fracture, 
but would be as long or longer in regaining the use of his 
arm as though the bone were broken, yet. he could not di- 
vest himself for a long time of the idea that his case was 
misunderstood. It is by no means difficult to conceive of 
the annoyance and mischief which a private patient in a 
similar frame of mind might occasion a surgeon who had 
fidled to appreciate the true nature of such a case. Pro- 
fessor Wilfard Parker's " Practical Remarks on Concussion 
of the Nerves," published in the New York Journal of Me- 
dicine for Sept. 1856, and referred to by Gross, is the only 
monograph on this subject with which we are acquainted. 
In this paper he gives the histories of six cases of local con- 
cussion of different nerves, in each of which the functions 
of the organs supplied by these nerves were permanently 
damaged. Prof. Parker says : " Analogous to concussion of 
the nervous centres is what I shall term concussion of the 
nerves. A number of cases have come imder my obser- 
vation which I cannot otherwise explain than on the sup- 
position that the nerve receives a shock, and the function is 
for the time suspended. Whether from actual lesion of its 
tissue, or a disarrangement of its molecular structure, I can- 
not decide. Moderate exercise seems beneficial, but when 
the limb is pressed into active service it has seldom failed to 
become q>eedily and decidedly worse. There seems from 
this circumstance to be a loss of the nervous power of the 
hmb, or an impairment of the inte^ty of the nerves sup- 
plying it The consequence of this condition is, that the 
limb emaciates, the muscles are more or less atrophied, and 
the limb becomes permanently incapable of its former use- 
fulness. The proper treatment is rest, alternating with 
passive exercise, dry finction, and improvement of the ge- 
neral health." 



NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Btatso MKBn»«, Maj 4, 1864. 
DB. JAME8 ANBBBSON, PBE81DENT, IN THE CHAIB. 

INSENSIBLE PERSFIBATION ; ITS IMPORTANCE A8 AN EXCRETION. 

Dr. John C. Draper read a paper on Insensible Perspira- 
tion. By a series of very careful and ingenious experi- 
ments, he proved that the skin was the most important 
emunctory of the body. He was enabled also to show 
that the amount of insensible perspiration was proportioned 
to the exercise that was taken, and that the excretion of 
urea, under such circumstances, instead of being increased 
was actually diminished. It was also shown that insensible 
perspiration was diminished during sleep and increased 
after the taking of a meal, and that most of the products of 
destructive assimilation were disposed of by this excretion. 

BYPUILITIO diseases OF THE RECTUM. 

Dr. F. J. BuMSTEAD read a paper upon Venereal Diseases 
of the Anus and Rectum, dividing his subject as follows : — 

A. — Venereal affections of the integument and mucous 
membrane, including 

1st. G-onorrhoea of the anus and rectum. 

2d. Vegetations, due to the irrit^ion of acrid discharges 
from the genital organs,' but not specific in their character. 

3d. Mucous patches, dependent upon syphilitic infections 
of the system. 

B. — IJlcerations, frequently involving the underlying 
cellular tissue, as well as the mtegument or mucous mem- 
brane ; and including 

1st. The chancroid, with its various complications ; and 

2d. The initial lesion of syphilis, or true chancre. 

0. — Stricture of the rectum, in which the mucous, cellu- 
lar, and muscular tissues are all more or less involved. 

Under the two first heads Dr. B. gave a succinct account 
of the pathology and treatment of that rare affection, gonor- 
rhcea of the rectum, and of the vegetations and mucous 
patches of this region. The latter are so common and so 
well understood Qiat little opportunity was offered to pre- 
sent any new views of special interest. Venereal ulcera- 
tions, which commonly belong either to the chancroid or 
to the initial lesion of syphilis, also received attention. 

The most interesting and important part of the subject, 
however, was stricture of the rectum of venereal ongin. 
Dr. B.*s remarks confirmed, in the main, Qosselin's re- 
searches, first published in the Archives G^n^rales de M€d^ 
cine in 1854. 

At the time when all venereal diseases were confounded, 
this lesion was commonly called "syphiUtic." Modem 
researches, however, have shown that it is not dependent 
upon infection of the system with the syphilitic virus. 
Upon post-mortem examination not the slightest trace id 
found of a deposit of syphilitic tubercle or gummy mate- 
rial, such as infiltrates the tissues in the neighborhood of 
syphilitic stricture of the larynx, trachea, and oesophagus. 
Again, at least half of the patients with venereal stricture 
of the rectum have never presented any evidence of con- 
stitutional syphilitic taint; and in those cases in which the 
two have chanced to co-exist, there has been no uniform cor- 
respondence between them ; the syphilitic symptoms some- 
times belonging to an early, and in others to a late period. 

The correct explanation of the etiology of this affection 
i4)pears to be that given by Oosselin, viz. that it is de- 
pendent upon chancroidal ulceration situated upon the 
perineum or margin of the anus. Chancroids frequently 
give rise to a hypertrophied condition of the neighboring 
cellular tissue, euiibiting a tendency to contraction. This 
is often observed in the prepuce in men affected witli chan- 
croids, the preputial orifice becoming so contracted as to 
occasion partial or complete phvmosis ; in women a similar 
result is seen in thickening of the labia. 
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Now the great proportion of cases of venereal stricture 
of the rectum occurs in women, in whom a chancroidal 
discbarge from sores upon the vulva readily flows upon the 
perinseum and anus, and, since this discharge is auto-inocu- 
fable, may give rise to a chancroid of this region. In fact^ 
in most of the cases of this affection, either such a sore or 
the cicatrix of one has been actually found, or the patients 
have confessed to having had one; and, in three cases on 
record, stricture of the rectum has been developed under 
the observation of the surgeon, in women who were 
affected with chancroids of the perinssum or anus, and who 
presented no evidenceof constitutional syphilitic taint. 

It is, indeed, not impossible that a strictly syphilitic 
nicer might produce the same result, though no instance of 
the kind has been reported. It would thus appear that 
venereal stricture of the rectum is an accidental conse- 
quence or sequela of chancroidal ulceration, without being 
directly dependent upon the chancroidal virus ; and in this 
respect it may be compared to stricture of the urethra, 
which is commonly due to gonorrhoea, without being the 
direct effect of the gonorrhoeal poison. In the one case as 
in the other, chronic inflammation is the active agent in 
producing the contraction. 

The symptoms of venereal strictures of the rectum are 
peculiar in some respecte, although not pathognomonic in 
all cases. Cicatrices, if not ulcerations, are commonly 
found upon the perimeum or margin of the anus. The 
lower portion of the rectum just within the anus is inflamed, 
smeared with pus, and often presents the internal openings 
of fistulas communicating with the perineum. The stricture 
itself is more constant in its seat than other forms of this 
disease, and is almost invariably situated at a point corre- 
sponding to tlie upper edge of the sphincter of the rectum, 
or about two inches within the margin of the anus. In 
extent from below upwards, it rarely exceeds four-tenths 
of an inch. The obstruction is never complete, and will 
usually admit the tip of the little finger. The bowels are 
commonly relaxed. The patients silffer firom gastric dis- 
turbance, and have frequent calls to stool, accompanied bv 
tenesmus. There is a copious discharge of pus, whicn 
either oozes away constantly or is found mixed with the 
stools. This drain upon the system is probably the cause 
of the emaciation and depression which almost invariably 
attend the disease. 

Post-mortem examination shows that the stricture is made 
up of fibrous exudation, deposited chiefly in the cellular tis- 
sue, but affecting also the mucous and muscular tissues. 
The mucous membrane at the seat of the contraction can be 
detected, thickened, and adherent to the cellular tissue 
beneath. The dilated portion of the rectum above the 
stricture is found to be extensively eroded, traces of the 
epithelium and glandular structure of the mucous membrane 
atone remaining. It is, doubtless, from this portion pro- 
ceeds the copious discharge of purulent matter. 

As to the treatment of venereal stricture of the rectum, 
no benefit whatever is afforded by the administration of 
anti-syphilitic remedies, as mercury and iodide of potassium. 
Local treatment by means of bougies and cautious incisions 
of the stricture may prove succ^sful 'at an early period, 
butj in advanced cases, is only palliative. Every effort 
should be made to sustain the strength of the patient by 
tonics and a nourishiaff diet; and the quantity of the dis- 
cbarge may be diminished by astringent enemata. When 
death ensues, it is commonly due to exhaustion, or some 
intercurrent disease, as phthisis. 

DISCUSSION ON SPOTTED FEVER. 

Db. Clark stated that the case reported by him at the 
last meeting was progressing fiivorably, and there was a 
strong probability that recovery would ultimately take 
place. The treatment mainly consisted in following out a 
diaphoretic plan. Ho also referred to another case of this 
fever which had proved rapidly fatal. The symptoms were 
those that are usually considered as belonging to that affec- 
'^ion. 



Dr. Satrb was inclined to disfavor the idea of contagion 
in this disease. He was disposed to think that it might be 
caused by something that had reference to the mode of 
living of the people in the affected district For instance, 
it h^l been ascertained that all the grain used in and 
around Long Branch was grown, and this was either made 
up into bread, or burnt and made into coffee by being 
mixed with a due proportion of chickory. The very grain 
was known to have poisoned horses which had beeu for 
some time fed upon it. He was also inclined to believe 
that the breathing of noxious^apors in close rooms had a 
great deal to do with bringing on this disease, and instanced 
the fact that kerosene had been very much used of late 
for Ughting purposes, and when the lamp was not trimmed 
properly, or " turned to the full," that a very poisonous gas 
was given off. He, however, only referred to this as one 
example of many of its kind. He believed that one of the 
reasons why the disease was inclined to spend its force 
upon the brain was due to the fact that during the present 
state of political feeling the minds of the people were 
wrought up to the highest pitch of mental excitement 
He received lately a letter from a western physician who 
described a similar disease which prevailed in that district 
of countrv last year, which was supposed to be due to the 
eating oi poisoned candy, on the occasion of a largely 
attended holiday feast This circumstance he also consi- 
dered of importance in the chain of evidence as to the 
etiology of the disease in question. As far as he was able 
to ascertain, the disease had not prevailed in New York. 
In conclusion, he referred to two cases of cerebro-^inal 
meningitis which had lately come under his observation, in 
which no spots appeared upon the body. 

Dr. Woodhdll concurred in the main with Dr. Sayre, 
in regard to the questions connected with the etiology of 
the disease. He thought that the grown grain so lai^ly 
used of late in Long Branch tended strongly to predispose 
to, if not actually to cause the disease. The climate, too, 
had been noticed to be very changeable, and the tempera- 
ture had differed very greatly in different portions of a 
rather limited district of countrv. The fact that the dog- 
fish had been extensively used tor manure might have some 
influence. He believed that the disease was a blood- 
poison, and that, if the matter of causation should be pro- 
perly studied, some prophylactic measures might be 
mterposed to stay the ravages of this unmanageable and 
fatal malady. 

The Academy then adjourned. 

[Quinine as a Preventive or Malarial Disease. — ^Dr. J. W. 
Page, Inspector for the United States Sanitary Commission 
in Department of North Carolina and Virginia, reports that 
the greatest benefit to the health of the forces stationed in 
the malarial regions about Newbem has resulted from the 
regular administration of a quinine ration to the men. It 
is gratifying to hear this statement fi-om Dr. Page, whose 
long residence in the malarial regions of North Carolina 
makes him a critical observer. One of the earliest efforts of 
the Commission, in the direction of the prevention of disease 
in the army, was to impress upon commanding oflScers and 
the Government the prophylactic or preventive powers of 
quinine. All who are fiuniliar with the medical documents 
of the Commission will remember the able and exhaustive 
monograph by Dr. Wm. H. Van Buren on this subject 
IVom all the columns operating in malarial regions, we 
have heard nothing to impwr our belief in the value of 
quinine as a preventive of malarial disease. It should be 
taken in doses of three grains at bed-time, and two or three 
in the morning, continuously through the malarial season. 
Its vsdue is enhanced when given in connexion with coflfee. 
It is scarcely necessary to state that the curative power of 
quinine is greatly lessened in the case of those who have 
become saturated with fever and ague poison, by long 
residence in malarial regions ; of course the experience of 
such persons cannot be taken as impairing one s belief in 
the preventive power of the agent — San. Com, BulMn. 
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THE ARMY RATION. 
Ws belieye it may be safely assumed that there exists do 
army in the world better fed, better clothed, and in every 
way better cared for than the army of the United States. 
While the country with remarkable promptness has yielded 
the best of its sons, and poured out its treasures for the 
defence of its institutions and laws, the Government in its 
turn has, thie to its trust, and regardless of expense, fur- 
nished the army with a ration, in quality admirably adapted 
to the demands of the soldier, and in quantity sufficient to 
satisfy the most ravenous. But the inconvenience, ex- 
pense, and loss sustained by the present system of furnish- 
ing our army with rations, is a subject deserving the careful 
consideration of the political economist. Unlike the armies 
of Europe, where the broad, hard, well graded roads and 
substantial bridges render the communication from place to 
place comparatively easy ; where the compact population 
and frequent villages afford ample facilities for the comfort 
and sustenance of the men ; our armies are often compelled 
to travel with their heavy trains over long distances, and 
much of the time through thinly populated and but par- 
tially cultivated districts ; their progress oflen impeded by 
poorly constructed roads, rendered impassable by a recent 
heavy ndn ; streams to be forded, and in short all 
things combining to retard the progress, and detract 
from the comfort of the soldiers. The wagons and beeves 
in the rear of the army are exposed to frequent raids from 
guerillas, thus subjecting us often to serious losses ; or 
escaping this misfortune, the cattle continually on the 
march with an inadequate supply of forage, become fatigued, 
lose flesh, and are often sick, or if transported by rail or 
water, they are subjected to all the inconveniences of 
closely packed cars, or perhaps sea-sickness, from the 
effects of which they do not recover until consigned to the 
butcher. Under these circumstances, what should be served 
up as tender, juicy beef, is oflen of an inferior quality, and 
consequently subject to waste. Some improvement in the 
method of supplying our army ration is greatly needed, 
and we believe fully practicable. The question therefore 
arises — ^How can this be effected with the greatest economy 
to the Government and comfort to the army ? We answer, 
simply by diminishing the bulk, and thereby preserving the 
qu^ty of the material employed. Science has taught us 
not only the method of preserving, but also of so condens- 
ing different articles of food, as to render their transporta- 
tion comparatively easy. Mr. Gail Borden is daily fur- 
nishing many of our citizens with milk, reduced by eva- 
poration to one-fourth its ordinary volume, which enables 
him to bring it from distances so remote, that, were the 
milk in its natural condition, the expense of transportation 
would nearly overcome the profits accruing from the sale 
of it 

Our attention has been called to this method of fur- 
nishing our army ration by a pamphlet * recently published, 

* Tbe Army Batton. How to BimlDlsh its Weight And Bulk, Secure 
Eoonomy in Its AdmlDistrttion, Avoid Waste, and Increase the Comfort, 
£flblen<7, and Mobility of Troops^ By E. N. Hobstoed, lato Biunford 
Professor in Harrtrd Unirsrslty, Cambrldga, Mass. 



in which the author fully discusses the subject of desiccated 
food, with a view to its economy, especially for army use. 
The present ration consists of meat, bread, coffee, and 
sugar, with a sufficient supply of salt, pepper, and vinegar j 
and vegetables also are furnished while in camp. The 
bread may be issued as flour, to be prepared at the option 
of the soldier, or in loaves baked at some of the Govern- 
ment bakeries, or hard bread, crackers, etc., which, though 
imperishable, are bulky, the daily ration of which occupies 
a space of about sixty cubic inches. Loaf bread, when 
firesh, is by far the most agreeable of these preparations 
for daily use ; but in addition to its bulk, containing from 
thirty to fifty per cent, of water, it has the disadvantage 
of soon becoming mouldy, or dry and unpalatable, and is 
rejected as unfit for use. This may be obviated by furnish- 
ing the flour to be prepared extemporaneously by the sol- 
dier as his taste may dictate ; or as the author alluded to 
suggests, the roasted and ground wheat of the Chilian 
mountaineer, or the " cold flour " of the Texan ranger — a 
preparation Of roasted com, ground and mixed with sugar. 
These preparations are easily transformed into wholesome, 
palatable bread, of which there may be no necessary waste. 
The Confederates seem to have recognised this principle, 
for many of the haversacks taken from the dead and 
wounded on the field of Antietam contained nothing but 
flour. 

The waste of bread, however, is not equal to that of 
meat, as the following figures will show : — "An ox in fair 
condition, weighing 1,500 pounds, will lose, by shrinkage, 
600 pounds. The intestinal tiJlow would weigh 100* 
pounds more, and the kidney tallow and' lump fat 50 pounds 
more. Altogether, the dressed quarters, without the kid- 
ney tallow and lump fiit, weigh but half the ox on foot. 
But the bones, gristle, tendon, connective tissue, and loss 
of meat in the sinuosities of the backbone and along the 
ribs, reduce the edible portion to the consumer to three- 
fiflhs of the weight of the dressed quarters, or three-tenths 
of the weight of the whole ox. Of these three-tenths, 
seventy-five per cent, is water. So that an ox weighing 
1,500 pounds yields to the consumer, as ordinarily served 
up, but about 450 pounds of edible meat, with ita water, 
or but one quarter of this, or three-fortieths" of the whole, 
of dry nutritious matter, or 112 J pounds, or 6*8 per cent, 
of the whole weight of the live ox." 

This is the average yield, as proved by experiment upon 
beeves at rest. But when in the train of an army on the 
march, the yield is much less, as our author shows by infor- 
mation derived from commissary officers of the Army of the 
Potomac. "This meat was issued as dressed quarters, 
which were weighed. So that twenty-four quarters of 
beef-cattle in the condition in which they were slaughtered 
in that army, weigh on an average 20,000 ounces, or 1,250 
pounds. Assuming the bone, tendon, and gristle to be 
three-fourths of the whole dressed quarters, which is not 
far from the fact, there would remain 312 J pounds of edible 
meat, or 52 pounds to an ox ; of which one quarter only is 
dry nutriment, or 13 pounds to an ox. And this is an 
average specimen, estimated by the commissary officers, 
from whom I have received the information, to have 
weighed, when purchased by the Government, 1,300 
pounds on the hoof. Six of these must have weighed 
7,800 pounds, and would cost now, delivered at eight cents 
a pound, $624 1 Seventy-eight pounds out of seventy-eight 
hundred/ One per cent, ordy !" 
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We here lose not only the hide, bones, tallow, etc., but 
the country is being fearfully drained of cattle of which the 
soldier, though weU fed, receives but Uttle benefit compared 
to the ezpense incurred. The rational methods of economy 
are suggested by the author of the pamphlet, viz. either by 
desiccation by means of dry heat at the temperature of 
110* to 125** Fah., by which the meat is reduced to its least 
possible bulk and at the same time rendered imperishable, 
or by means of cans excluding it from the air ; or what is 
better, by means of sausage, with which every edible part 
of the animal may be incorporated, the cleaned intestine 
forming the perfect can ; or, in the deficiency of this mate- 
rial, tubes may be made of cotton or linen, dipped into 
gelatine and afterwards into tannin ; or the sausage mate- 
rial may be compressed into cakes, and varnished with 
gelatine derived from the scraps of the hides. Suitable 
establishments in the cattle-raising districts, with the faci- 
lities for carrying out these suggestions, would save to the 
country a large percentage of the cattle now wasted ; and 
to the G-o vemment enormous expense of transportation. It 
would secure to the soldier a wholesome, substantial ration, 
of which there need be no waste, and in so compact a form 
as tb enable him to carry fifteen days' rations with as much 
ease as he now carries five days' rations, and which during 
the entire march will remain as fresh and palatable as when 
first issued* The same holds true of the bread ration. By 
issuing self-raising flour, or roasted wheat, instead of loaf 
bread and '^ hard tack," we may reduce the magnitude of 
•supply trains, and in the same proportion obviate the danger 
of loss by capture or other accident^ and also increase the 
mobility of the army. 



AID TO THE WOUVDED. 

The Volunteer Corps of Surgeons from New York and 
the States in the vicinity have readUy responded to the 
call for aid to the wounded in the recent battles of the 
Army of the Potomac, and are now rendering efficient ser- 
vice at Fredericksburghf Belle Plain, and Washington. The 
number of wounded,, however, is increasing from day to 
day, and the need for even more help is very urgent. A 
great many additional surgeons have volunteered their 
services, and there is still work for more. We hope that 
the supply will be equal to all demands, and that numbers 
wiU avail themselves of the opportunity for doing a good 
work by giving every aid in their power, and reUeving those 
who are already there, and who, ere this, are worn out by 
arduous services. The Surgeon-General of this State, Dr. 
Quackenbush, has recently been in the city to perfect 
arrangements for sending on all the additional help which 
may be called for, and too much praise cannot be given 
him for the manner in which he has performed his duties. 
We have great confidence in the workings of the volunteer 
system, and think it safe to say that the assistance which 
they will be enabled to furnish their brethren in the field 
cannot be lightly estimated. We understand that there is 
also a want for younger men in the hospitals around 
Washington, and we need not urge those who are anxious 
to study their profession to improve the opportunities 
which are now offered them. 

BOOSEVELT HOSPITAL. 

The Trustees of the Roosevelt Hospital are now busy in 
selecting a suitable site for the immediate erection of the 
building, and we learn tHat it is their intention to secure 



an elevated, airy, and healthy location away firom the city. 
All the improvements that have recently been made in 
hospital construction are to be taken advantage of, and the 
community vtrill doubtless soon be able to realize to the 
fullest extent the intentions of the munificent donor. There 
is nothing to hinder its being the model hospital of the 
coontry. It is handsomely endowed^ and the superinten- 
dence <^ its erection has been placed in responsible hands. 

THE central park. 

The Central Park has now become an institution of the 
city, and we are glad to see that its popularity is on the 
increase year by year. Thousands visit it daily, and take 
an airing either in the way of a fitshionable drive, a horse- 
back ride, or, after the more democratic fashion of exercise, 
on foot* This practice cannot fail to tell upon the people 
in a sanitary point of view, and we can confidently look 
forward to the time when our pale, narrow-chested, and 
feeble youth will be replaced by a race of stalwart men 
and women. There is nothing which will tend to bring 
about such a result more surely and rapidly than horseback 
exercise, which we are glad to see is gaining extraordinary 
fiivor with the people. 

MEDICAL OALIGRAPHT. 

We publish in another colunm a letter firom Dr. Studlet 
in reference to the case of death by poisoning, to which we 
alluded in our recent remarks on medical caligraphy. 
Although we are not responsible for the accusations con- 
tained in this letter, we publish it in full, believing it is 
but just that Dr. Studley should be heard, leaving the 
reader to draw his own conclusions. The remarks of 
which he complains, though provoked by the case in ques- 
tion, were intended more as a criticism upon the vague 
and careless manner in which fiu: too many physicians 
write their prescriptions. We venture to affirm that there 
is not an apothecary in New York who would not corro- 
borate what we have said, and testify to the annoyance to 
which he is repeatedly subjected from this very cause. 
Were there a law in force compelling physicians to write 
with a pen and ink, instead of a pencil, the alteration of 
which Dr. S. speaks would not be so easy a matter. We 
repeat^ therefore, that the wel&re of ail concerned impera- 
tively calls for more care on the part of physicians in writ- 
ing their prescriptions. 
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MARTIN E. WINCHELL, M.D. 

It is always a painful duty to announce the death of a pro- 
fessional brother, especially one who has resided in our 
midst, and with whom we have been on terms of intimacy, 
though the severity of the affliction be somewhat miti- 
gated by the fact that our friend has led a name beloved 
by all who knew him, and unsullied by a single blemiedi. 
Martin E. Winchell, M.D., was born in Dutchess county, 
N. Y., in the year 1827, and graduated at the Medici^ De- 
partment of Yale College in 1853. After receiving his 
diploma he accepted the appointment of Assistant-Physi- 
cian to Kings County Hospital, which he held during the 
usual term, after which he was appointed to the New 
York State Lunatic Asyluni. where he remained untU 
July, 1856. He then located for general practice in this 
city, where he remained until within a few months of his 
death. While in practice here, he was connected with 
the North-western and Demilt Dispensaries^ became in due 
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time a fellow of the Academy of Medicine, and a member 
of the New York County Medical Society. He was mar- 
ried in October, 1863, and the following March, with his 
wife and a few friends, he removed South, and at the invi- 
tation of the Government settled upon an abandoned plan- 
tation, about forty miles below Vicksburgh, for the purpose 
of cultivating the land, establishing schools for the educa- 
tion of the negroes, and at the same time affording a reve- 
nue to the Government. Having by his efforts to amelio- 
rate the condition of the blacks become obnoxious to some 
rebel neighbors, his place was attacked by guerillas^ and 
in the skirmish he was shot through the heart He in- 
Btantly fell, but the fiends, not satisfied with their work, 
fired several times at his lifeless body. This occurred on 
Sunday morning. May 1st, as he was about to organize 
his Sunday-schooL It was by remarkable presence of 
mind that Mrs. Winchell escaped sharing the fate of her 
husband. Dr. Winchell was generous and manly in his 
dealings with others, modest in his deportment ; he was an 
industrious student, a conscientious practitioner, an ardent, 
devoted friend, and a sincere Chnistian. The body was 
brought home for interment. 



Corrtspnkntt 



^o the Editor of the AumaioAJX Mxdioal Tnm.] 

In your editorial remarks upon " Medical Caligraphy/' in 
your issue of April 30th, you undoubtedly had reference to 
the case in which my name figured somewhat conspicu- 
ously. However true your remarks may be as regards the 
manner in which physicians generally write their prescrip- 
tions, and to which you are pleased to attadi the term 
''criminal carelessness,'' and however judicious your 
advice thereupon, you certainly can make no just applica- 
tion of them to me. The salient points upon which I must 
take issue with you are, first, the broad statement that my 
prescription was not plainly written; secondly, that a 
badly written prescription amounts to a crime ; ana thirdly, 
that if a dru^st fails to make out clearly the meaning of 
the writer, he is forced into the dilemma of either substi- 
tuting a harmless remedy, or .run the risk of an indictment 
by a grand jury. In regard to your first statement, permit 
me to say that it is an easy matter to charge upon the 
majority of physicians " criminal carelessness in writing 
their prescriptions, and by logical deduction fasten upon 
me, individually, tne guilt of such crime ; but does it not oc- 
cur to you that careless editorial statements, whereby a man's 
good name is aspersed, are equally if not far more criminal ? 
It is true that the jury included in their verdict a clause 
recommending physicians to write their prescriptions 
plainly, clearly, and in full ; but did not one of the jury- 
men, when a false inference reflecting upon me appeared 
in tne papers, deem it but an act of justice to make a 
public statement through the same organs, to the effect 
that it was the undivided opinion of the whole jury that no 
censure whatever was to be attached to me, and that the 
clause referring to physicians was introduced simply as a 
precautionary measure, and intended to reflect upon no 
one ? Did not I, a few days afterwards, state in a card that 
the jury, observing the erroneous opinions afloat^ had 
deemed it their duty, in a written protest, to express them- 
selves unanimously to the effect that the above clause in 
their verdict was suggested simply as a precautionary mea- 
sure, not basing it at all upon any evidence that my pre- 
scription was not written plainly, but on the contrary, that 
it u>peared to them perfectly legible and correct ? And yet 
in me face of all this, you make the unquahfied statement 
that my prescription was not plainly written. You are yet 
evidently in the dark about this whole affair, and it is 
undoubtedly a duty which I owe to the profession as well 
as myself, to make a plain statement of the facts, that all 



may judge from more reliable data than the proverbially 
false statements of newspaper reporters. 

Mrs. F had been under the treatment of the drug- 
gist in question (who claims to be a homoeopathic physi- 
cian, keeps a small drug-shop, and, as I am informed, 
doctors homoeopathically or allopathically, according to the 
desire of the patient), when I was called to take his plaoe. 
The change chagrined him, and he made some very unfor- 
tunate remarks thereupon, as I am informed by the hus- 
band of the deceased. I treated her for uterine ulceration 
and a temporary aggravation of Bright*8 disease, under 
which she had been suffering undoubtedly for years. She 
was getting better, when, as a simple tonic and an aid to 
digestion, I gave the following prescription : — 
B. Acidi Nitrici 3 i. 

" Hydrochlor. 3ii. 
Aquffi Puraa J i. Mix. 

S. ten to twelve drops in a wine glass of water after 
each meal » W. H. S. 

Contrary to instructions, but by permission of 4he pa- 
tient, the nurse took the prescription to the above druggist. 
Hydrargyrum was substituted for hydrochloric acid. Some 
two or three doses were taken; some nausea, vomiting, 
purging, and cramps in her legs followed ; I wag called, 
and upon examining the contents of the pliial I exdaimea 
that she had been taking poison. I *went immediately to 
the druggist, called for my prescription, and upon read- 
ing it over found it as clearly and correctjy a wntten pre- 
scription as I ever gave in my life. I at once charged him 
with making a serious mistake, and told him that I must 
have vntnesses in this matter, and was about stepping to 
the door to call in some passers-by, when he stepped before 
me and told me that I oould not go out of that door unless 
I was stronger than he and his weapon. I then asked him 
to go with me to any respectable druggist, and have the 
prescription submitted for inspection. This request was 
made repeatedly in the presence of witnesses who had 
come in. He refused. 1 then asked him to give me a 
copy ; after some hesitation he consented. I wrote a copy, 
word for word ; gave it to him : told him to compare it 
faithfully with the original, ana sign it, as being a true 
copy. He did so, with the qualificatioii that it was more 
clearly and plainly written. Having some evidence in my 
possession, I now trusted the matter long enough to hurry 
off to Mr. Gould, a most competent druggist in YorkviUe, 
for the purpose of getting him to come with me and a 
policeman to inspect the original prescription. He was 
Dusy at that moment, and I went immediately to Kip's 
drug store, and procured a Mr. Nattan, a very competent 
Grerman druggist, who, with policeman Abbot, accompa- 
nied me. We demanded the prescription, and received for 
our answer that his son had taken it away with him. and 
could not be found. Thus the matter ended, until the 

death of Mrs. F j some two weeks afterwards. She 

seemed to get over the more immediate effects of the medi- 
cine, but in a few days peritonitis set in, beginning in the 
right iliac region, and firom this, as a starting point, it spread 
over the whole abdomen. I called Professor Thomas, of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, and he can substan- 
tiate the latter remarks. At the in(juest the drug^st was 
called upon to produce my prescription. He stated that it 
was in the possession of his son, who lived down town. 
The son was not present, and the inquest was deferred to 
another day, when the prescription was presented, most 
unfortunately for the man, in the following vnretchedly 
tampered, unmeaning conaiUon: — An attempt had been 
made to erase the letters " chlor " in the word Hydrochlor. 
and to substitute something like a " g " in their place, so 
as to make the prescription read : 

Acidi Nitrici 3i* 
" Hydrog. 3 ii. 

etc., etc 
But unluckily the ** g " was in a darker pencil mark, while 
traces of the letters " chlor " are still left plain enough for 
any expert to decide that such letters were onoe there. 
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All you have to do is to go to No. 4 Centre street, the 
Coroner's office, and 'convince yourself of the tru th oi my 
statement by looking at both of the prescriptions —ihe 
original and the copy. Such being the case, I leave it lor 
others to decide whether to charge this unfortunate matter 
at the door of senile incapacity and stupidity or to malig- 
nant villany. 

Certain it is that I have' ample grounds on which to base 
very painful suspicions. I leave the other points for a 
uture communication, 
f W. H. Studlby, M.D. 

99 East Fobtoth stbest, M»7 9th, 1864. 



g^rmj anlr |tabj InttUijgentt, 

CIbAjLAB LETrEB. 

SuBOKOX-GsmisAL^s OmcK, 
Wasuikotuk, D.C, May 8, 1864. 

lo fatnre the retention of $9.00 tram the monthly pay of Contract 
N arses will be disconttnaed, and the pay proper, $18.00, will be given 
each month. 

The total retained pay that may be due these nurses will be stated 
open the ftrst muster-roll -made after the receipt of this order, and will 
be paid by Medical Parreyors upon the duplicate oertiflcate of Medical 
Officers in charge of Hospital, which will be a sufficient yoncher. 

Very respectfuJIy, 

Your obedient servant, 
By order of the Acting Burgeon-General : 

G. H. Obanb, 

Surgeon, U,8,Au 



OSDEBS, CHANGES, Jkc. 

APPOIMTMKMTO. 

Reverend W. G. Leonard, of Maryland, to be Hospital Chaplain, U.S.A., 
at Point Lookout, Md. 

DieonABOics, dismissals, era 

Assistant-Surgeon L. W. Baker, 17th U.S. Colored Troops, honorably 
discharged on tender of his resignation, and on recommendation of his 
superior offloera. 

Hospital Steward Alflred a PetUtt, U.S.A., honorably dlschaiged at his 
own request 

Surgeon H. J. Maynard, 1st Arkansas Cavalry, dismissed for absence 
without leave. 

Assistant-Surgeon Matthew T. Locke, 4th Tennessee Yols., dismissed, 
having Hailed to appear before a militaiy commission to account iot ab- 
sence without leave. 

Surgeon G. S. Osborne, 6th Massachusetts Cavalry, honorably discharg- 
ed at request of the Governor of Maaaachusetts, on tender of his resig- 
nation. 

Surgeon Adolf Mi^er, U.S.Y., dismissed for dlsobedienoe of orders. 

Surgeon Hall Coriis, 2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, honorably dis- 
charged, having tendered his resignation on account of physical disability. 

BWIORKD. 

Surgeon J. 0, Dorr, U.S.Y., Blay 4, 1864. 
Surgeon J. G. F. UoUton, U.S. v., May 6, 1864. 
Surgeon J. T. Carpenter, U.S.V.. May 16, 1864. 
Chaplain W. J. Potter, U.S. A., May 10, 1864. 

LXATKS or ABSKNCK. 

Sd Lieutenant S. Crossby, 118th Co. Yeteran Beserve Corpo, for thhrty 
days. 

Asslstant^nrgeon W. S. Woods, U.8.Y., for twenty days, on account of 
Ill-health. 

Surgeon A Chapel, U.3.Y., for two days. 

Chaplain A G. Thomas, U.S. A, ftv twen^ days. 

Surgeon D. B. Sturgeon, U.S. V~ now on leave, twenty days* extension. 

Surgeon J. licander Bishop, 7th Pennsylvania Beserve Corps, for 
nlne^ days, from June 16, 1864, to assist Mr. C. G. Kennedy, Superin- 
tendent of the Census, in preparing the forthcoming Beport on Manu- 
liMStures, provided his regiment Is in service and that his Medical Di- 
rector can spare him. 

Surgeon 0. B. White, U.S.Y., now on leave, twenty days* extension. 

OBDKBS. 

Surgeon A. M. Clark, U.S.Y.. Is relieved from duty with the Commis- 
sary Ueneral of Prisoners, and will report to the Commanding General, 
Department of Ylrginia and North Carolina, for duty. 

Burgeon C. F. U. Campbell, U.S.Y.. is relieved from duty in the De- 
partment of Virginia and North Carulina, and will report to the Com- 
m^ndmg Genera^ Department of Mi5eourl, for duty. 

Surgeon C. T. Alexander, U.S.A., is relieved from duty in the Depart- 
ment of Misaouri, and will report to Colonel William Hoflbnan, Com- 
missary General of Prisoners, for duty. 

Lieutenant-Colonel S. H. Latbrop, Assistant Inspector-General, SSd 
Army Corps, is relieved from duty as President Ho«»ttal Examining 
Board, oouvened by S. O. No. 414, series of 1868, from the War Depart- 
ment. 

ABSiammrra. 

Assistant Surgeon J. W. App1egat«, U.S.Y., u Sargeon-ln-charge, Gene- 
ral Hospital Na «, Beaufort, 8. C. 



Surgeon William Hayes, U.S.Y^ as Acting Medical Inq>ector, Foroea in - 
the Field, Department of West Ylrginia. 

Surgeon John W. Foye, U.S. Y., as Acting Medical Director, 90th Corp*, 
Army of the Cumberland. 

Surgeon G. F. French, U.S.Y., as Surgeon-in-charge, General Field 
Hospital, Huntsville, AUu 

Assistant-Surgeon P. C. Davis, U.S.A., as Treasurer Officers* Hospital^ 
Georgetown, D.C 

Acong Assisiant-Surgeon J. G. Coates, U.S.A., to McKIm*s Manaton 
Hospital, Baltimore. M<L 

Acting Assistant-Surgeon F. A. Seymour, U.S.A., to General Hospital, 
Jeffer»onville, Ind. 

Surgeon Joshua Owen, U.S.Y., to the Depot for Wounded, Fredericks- 
burg, v a. 

Acting Assistant-Surgeon W. H. Wey, U.S.A., to Clay General Hospital, 
Louisville, Ky. 

Acting AsslsUnt-Snrgeon J. H. Stockdell, U.S.A., to General Hospital, 
Lexington, Ky. 

Surgeon K. R. Taylor, U.S.Y., to General Hospital No. 8, Nsshvilla, 
Tenn., as Surgeon in-charce. 

Surgeon J. M. Leete, U.S.Y., as Surgeon-in-Chie(^ 1st InAuitry Divi- 
sion, Forces of West Ylrginia. 

Surgeon E. W. Thurm, U.S.Y., as Surgeon-in-Chlei; 4th Division, Mth 
Corpa, Army of the Cumberland. 

Surgeon J. B. -Ludlow, U.SV., to Hospital duty at HaahvillcTenB. 

Surgeon J. J. Craven, U.S.V., as Medical Dh-ector, 10th Corps, Depict* 
ment of Ylivinia and North Carolina. 

Surgeon J. T. Heard, U.S.Y., as Medical' Director, 4th Corps, Army of 
the Cumberland. 

Surgeon G. B. Weeks, U.S.Y., as Acting Medical Inspector, Department 
of Arkansas. 

Surgeon P. Cleary, U.S.Y., as Attending Surgeon Ganison Artillery, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Surgeon F. Lloyd, U.8.Y., as Surgeon-ln-Chlef; 8d Division, 14th Corps, 
Army uf the Cumberland. 

Asslstant-Surguon W. W. Wythes, U.S.Y., as Surgeon-in-charge, Gene- 
ral Hospital No. 4, Knoxville, Tenn. 

Surgeun C. S. Frinx, U.S.Y.. to the 88d Army Corps, Army of the Ohio. 

Assistant-Surgeon T. A. McGraw, U.S.Y., to the General Hospital, 
Chattanoog:L ienn. 

Surgeon B. Beust, U.S. Y., to General Hospital, Corps d*Afriqne, New 
Albany, Ind. 

Surgeun J. E. Herbst, U.3.Y., as Surgeon-in-charge, Officers* Hospital 
and General Hospital No. S, Nashville, Tenn. 

Surgeon J. J. De Lamater, U.S. V., to report at Headquarters, Depart- 
ment of Virginia and North Carolina. 

Surgeon N. P. Kice, U.S.V., as Surgeon-in-Chie^ General West's DItI- 
sloD, Dupartment of Virginia and North Carolina. 

Surgeon W. N. Smith, 47th New York Vols., as Surgeon-in-charge of 
Hospital Steamer '* Monitor."* 

Surgeon J. M. Boblnson, U.S. Y., as Bnrgeon-ln-Chief, General Max 
Weber^s command, Harper's Ferry, Ya. 

Assistant-Surgeon F. Wolf; U.S.Y., to Artillery Brigade, 2d Corps, 
Army of the Potomac 

Assistaut Surgeon A Yan Cleei; D.S.Y., to tiie Ist U. S. Cavalry, Army 
ol the Potomac 

Surgeon B. D. Lynde, U.S.Y., to 8d Division, 4th Corps, Army of the 
Cumberland. 

Surgeon A. M. Wilder, U.S.V., as Medical Director, Cavalry Corps, 
Army of the Ohio. 

Asblstant-Surgeon J. A. Freeman, U.S.Y., to General Hospital No. 8, 
NashviUe, Teun. 

Surgeon Wm. Grlnsted, U.$.Y., as Surgeon-in-Chlet 8d Division, 20th 
Corps, Army uf the Cumberland. 

Acting Astastant-Surffeon J. Bradley, U.S.A, as Surgeon-in-charge, 
General Hospital No. 16^ Jeffersoavllle, Ind. 

Aotins AsKlstant-Surgeon J. J. Kincald, U.8.A., to Jefl^rson General 
Hospital, Jett'eraonville, Ind. 

Surgeon S. E. Fuller, U.S.Y., as Examining Surgeon of men transferred 
to the Veteran Beserve Corps, at Nashville, Tenn. 

Assistant-Surgeon H. L. W. Burritt, U.S.Y., as Medical Inspector, 18 
Corps, Army of the Ohio. 

Surgeon E. Shippeu, U.S.Y., as Medical Director, 88d Corps, Army of 
the Oiiiu. 

Surgeon Joslah Curtis, U.S.Y., as Assistant Medical Dhrector, Depart- 
ment of the Ohio, Knoxrille, Tenn. 

Surgeon A. C. Benedict, U.8.Y., as Burgeon-in-Chie^ 8d DiTlsion, 10th 
Corps, Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 

MISOaLLAVBOUS. 

The appointment and muster Into service of Alfred Kelscr, as Assis- 
tant-Surgeon 124th Indiana Vols., have been revoked, it having appear- 
ed ttom examination by a Me<llcal Board that he was unfit lor duty 
when mustered in, and there being no evidence of service. 

The Provodt Marshal-General is authorised to send Surgeon J. H. 
Baxter, U.S.Y., upoo tours of inspection In the different Stat«a, where 
the draft is or may be ordered. 

Assistant-Surgeon C. C. Toplifll 19th U. 8. Colored Troops, has been 
relieved fh>m Uutv at McKlm*s Mansion Hospital, Baltimore, Md., and 
ordered to his regiment 

Surgeon £. McDonnell, U.8.Y., has relieved Surgeon C. W. Jonea, 
U.S. v., in charge of (Jniversity General Hospital, Baltimore, Md. 

So much of Special Orders No. 478, series of 1868, ttom the War Depart- 
ment, as dishonorably dismissed Hospital Chaplain C. H. Powell, U.S.A., 
has been revoked, and he is hunorably discliarged. 

So much of Special Orders No. 117, current series, from the War De- 
part'nent, as honorably discharged Asststant-Stuveon Gerhard SaaL 
U.S. v., has been revoked, and he will report to Vat Sorgeoa-General 
U.S.A., for assignment to duty. 

So much uf Special Orders No. 429, series of 1868, flrom the War • 
Department, as dismissed Surgeon J. Owen, U.S.V., haa been revoked, 
ana he will report to the*Surgeon-General for orders. 

Surgeon F. Greene, U.8.Y., has reported for orders at Louisville, Kj. 

Surgeon G. S. Palmer, U.S.V., is sick at the MassaohusetU Q«iierff> 
Hospital, Boston, Mass. 

SiT^geons P. A. O'Connell and J. G. Hatchltt. U.S.Y., hare returned 
from leave of absence and rei>orted for duty at their former stations. 



Amerioan MedlMl Times. 



SPECIAL NOTICES, 



,Mft7 81,lS64. 



Maseibd.— In Brooklyn, N. Y., on tbo 10th of May, 18M, by the Rev* 
Dr. Llttlcjohn, Rector of •* Holy Trinity,** De. Wm. F. Coenick, U.S. A., to 
Alettft C, daughter of CoL Alex. Patterson, of Key West, Florida. ^ No 



METEOROLOOT AND NEOROLOOT OF THE WEEK IN THE CITT 

AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 

Abstract of the OfDdal Report 

From the 2&th day of April to the 3d day of May, 18M. 

I>satA«.— Men, 112 ; women, 112 ; boya, 129 : girla, 105. Children bom of 
native parents, 84; foreign, 182; not stated, 18; total, 458. Adulta,224; 
children, 284 ; maleN 241 ; females, 217; colored persons, 20. Infknts under 
two years of ago, 181. 

Among the causes of death we notice :— Erysipelas, 9 ; albuminuria, 4 ; 
apoplexy, 8; inlantile convulsions, 22; croup, 24; diphthcrito, 12; scarlet 
fever, 21 ; puerperal fever, 1 ; tvphus and typhoid fevers, 88; consumption, 
b7 ; small-poz, 5; measles, 9 ; dropsy in head, 15 ; infantile marasmus, 18 ; 
whooping-cough, 4; intlammation of brain, 15; of bowels, 8; of lungs, 
66; bronchitis, b: dlarrhieaand dysentery, 8. 287 deaths occurred trom. 
acuta diseases, and 40 from violent causes. 292 were native, and 146 
foreign; of whom 105 came from Ireland; 69 died in the City Charities; 
of whom 10 were in Bellevue Hospital, and 16 died in the Immigrant In- 
atitutioo. 

Abstract ot the Atmospherical Rcc<ml of the Eastern Dispensary, kept In 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York. 
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Bbmabks.— 24th, Clear a.m., hazy p.m. 25th, Rain nearly all day. 26th, 
Variable; rain ttom 9 t« 10 a. x^ and shower at 6 p.m. 27tb. Variable; 
▼eiy light rain at 6 p.m. 28th, Clear, with fresh wind. 29th, Clear. 80th, 
Clear; cloudy evening; light ruin late at night. Rain for the week: half 
an inch ; for the mouUx : %H Inches. 

From the 2d day of May to the 9th day of May, 1864. 
/>mMa— Men, 119: women, 116; boya, 149 ; girls, 125. Children bom of 
native parents, 88; foreign, IKf ; not stated, 47; total, 509. Adults, 285 ; chil- 
dren, 274; males, 268; females, 241; colored peisons, & Inlknts under 

two years of age, 148. „.,.«.._, 

Among the causes of death we notice : — Erysipelas, 5 ; albuminuria, 
7; apoplexy, 9; infantile couvuliions,80; croup, 18; diphthcrito, 23 ; scariot 
fever, 28 ; puerperal fever, 8 : typhus and typht»id fevers, 85 ; consumption, 
74; amall-pox,8; measlcN 6; dropsy in head, 20; InCsnUle marasmaB,20; 
whooping-OKOgh, 8; inflammation of brain, 21 ; of bowels, 11 ; of lungs, 86 ; 
bronchitis, 10; diarrhasa and dysentery, 11. 276 deaths occurred fh)ni acute 
diseases, and 45 from violent causes. 827 were native, and 1S2 foreign ; 
of whom 105 came tnnu Ireknd ; 76 died in the City Charitiea ; of whom 16 
were in BeileTue Hospital, and 12 died in the Immigrant Institution. 

Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the pastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No.. 57 Essex street. New York. 
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R«MAEKa.— 1st, Variable early, dear day. 2d, CieM" day, with iVesh 
wind ; variable erening, rain-storm 19 p.m. 8d, 4th, 5th, and 6th, Clear 
days and nights, with freah wind. 7th, Foe early, clear A.M. ; variable 
P.M. ; sbowen from 4 to 8 p.m. ; dear late. Rain for the week, three-quar- 
tartofaoinoh. 



AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

That the organlxation of the meeting may be effected with as little 
delay as possible, and at the appointed hour of 10 A.M., the Conmiittee 
of Arrangements parUaUarlu request that the secretaries of the several 
bodies purposing to send delemites to the Ai58ociatl«.n, would forward 
their appointments immtdiaUly upon their being made. This will be 
umcher tuT the delegate, and will avoid every embarrassment In re- 







gistration. The delegate may present his voucher from the Secretary. 
Delegates desiring to road ** papers, essays, or memoirs^* will send ear]y 
the Utle and tine required to read them. The Committee will be i' 
session on Monday, 6th from 12 o'clock to 5 p.m., and Tuesday momln «« 
at ^ in the Irving Hall, in Irving Place. 

The Me^Jlcal Periodicals are requested to publish the above, and keep 
It before the profeseion until the time of meeting. 

JAMES ANDERSON. Chairmam^ 

80 University Place. 

A Young Physician, desiring to enter 
into practice in the city, can arrange for an office with another 
young physician, by calling at or addressing, 140 2d Avenue, New York. 



F 



or Sale: Anatomical Museum. — ^A 

— very complete and valuable collection, in fine order, comprising a 
large number of wax preparations made expressly for the owner by 
Towne, of Ouy> Hospital, London, and papier mAch^ preparations manu- 
&ctured bv the best French and English artists. Tne whole collection 
will be sola cheap. A rare opportunity for medical colleges. Can be seen 
at the New York Medical Colleffo building. No. 90 East Thirteenth street, 
N. Y. For permit to view, and for terms, apply to 

OEOKQE DOUGLAS, 

No. 15 Wiiaam St., N. T. 

The Annual Convention of the Con- 

-■- necticut Medical Society will be held at New Haven, Conn., May 
25th and 26th, at the Metiical Institute of Yale College, commencing at 
11 A Mn Wednesday, May 25. 

• M. C. WHITE, M.D., 
Seeretary pro Ump. 

Just Published. 



THE DISEASES OF THE EAR: 

THEIR DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT. 

A Text-Book <tf Aural Surgery, in the Form of Academical Lectorea. 

By dr. ANTON VON TEOLTSCH, 

Aural Snigoon and Lecturer In the University In Wurzburg, Bararia. 

Translated ftx>m the German, and Edited by 

D. B. St. JOHN KOOSA, M.D., 

Assistant Surgeon to the New York Eye Infirmary. 

Illustrated with Wood Engravings. 

From the Second and Last German Edition. In one handsome 
8vo. Volume. Price $2.00. 

Sent by Mall, Free of Postage. 

The London Madieal Timen and GoMetts^ in a reylew of Troltsch's 
book, says : ** Of the volume published by Dr. Yon Troltsch, we are glad 
to be ^fe to speak very bUhly. He brings large resources to Illustrate his 
subject, and treats it in a uboroughly comprehensive manner. In his case, 
too, there is not wanting the knowledge, which nothing else can supply, of 
the morbid conditions of the ear which are met with after death, and 
therefore may be pobitively known to have existed, some of them at least, 
during life."* 

The JhtbUn Qttari&rly Journal says : ** Yon Troltaeh enjovs the repn« 
tation of being at m-esent the JtrH aurUA in Osrmany^ and forms one of 
the StflJT of the Wurzburg^Universlty, which numbers among its Profes- 
sors, SCANZONI, KOLLmKR, HElKUICH, MULLER—names already 
well known to the British medical public.'^ 

WM. WOOD A Co., 61 Walker Street, New York. 

Private Medical Instruction. — Want- 
ed a few young doctors or adyanced students to Join a select priyata 
nuizz-cUss, limited to four or five, under eminent [»x>norsea. 

Address Dr. FISHER, 

StoUon D, Bible House. 

Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 
self to the investigation and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, a£a being duly qualified as well by his 
scientific attainments as by his great experience to apply It In tha moat - 
efiectuai manners brings tills fkct to the notice of the profession. Pa 
tients sent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remait 
under the charge <^ their attending physidana. Ula businesa ia fraa 
trom all charlataniam and quackery. 

lil FOURTH AVENUE. 



TJ uffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 

JJ A MONTHLY PERIODICAL. 



The Buflklo Medical and Surgical Journal la published monthly, contain- 

' " leal Societies and Hosplufs. •""' -^-*- " — ' — ^^ 

jy Newa, etc, etc ; Inoludln^ 

calVeriodlokl Publications. Specimen copies sent on application. Tenna 



Ing reporta of Medical SocieUes and Hospluis, Editorials, Reviews. Cor- 
respondence, Army Newa, etc, etc ; including the nsnal variety of Medl- 



$3.00 a year, <n advance. 



.T. F. MINER, M.D., 
Editor Buffalo Med, and Surg. Jour.. 

Buflhlo, N. Y. 
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GEORGE TIEMANN as CO. 

Manufacturers of Surgical Instru- 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 

OTTO & RBTNDBRS, 
Hami&ctaren and Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

64 (late) 68 Chatham Street, New York. 



Tbeyarloas Spllnto for Morbne Goxarlnv Abdominal Supporters, Shoolder- 

ttooklngs for Yarioose Veins, Eleotrio 'Machines. Ear^Trompets. 

Fraotdre Splint^ Cratches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, etc 



braces, St 




tA rtificial Legs and 
•A Arms. Selpho^s Patent The best sub- 
stttntee for lost limbs the world of science 
has ever invented. (Established 24 years,) 
Can be liad only of 
WM. SELPHO, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Send for pamphlet 616 Broad^My, N. T. 

H.B. — A Silver Medal Just awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Institute for the best Artificial Limbs. 

VACCINE 

Yims of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
most reliable, used by tke leading physicians of this dty; put up in 
the bei^ form for transmission to any port of the world. Ftices— single 
tube, 75 ots.; three, $2; single charge of €aghth-day lymph, on pointed qaills, 
15 cts; fifteen points, $1 ; single charge, on convex suribce of section of 
quill, 20 cts. ; ten, $1. Crusts from $1 to $8 according to weight 
Address^ Eastern Dispensary. 57 Essex Street New Yorfc. 

St. Regis Water, from Massena 
SPRINGS, St Lawrence Co.« N. T. These waters are richly im- 




all Female Irregularitie^ Constipation, Piles, etc. 

MoCOKD A; FINE, FroprUtorB, 

Massena, N. Y. 
General Agency. 868 Bowery, oor. Fourth st, N. Y. dty. The bottled 
waters may be had from all reepectable Dmggista 

€0]V€i:iVTRAT£I> FJ^IJID JUAGJVESIA 

Is eamestiy and confidently recommended to those who appredate a 
superior article. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen grains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vastly increased 
medicUial properties, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
artide of Formgn or domestic manufacture. As a corrector of acidity, an 
invigorating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive <Mgans, 
It is without a rival, and has elidted unqualified approbation. 

PYLE A BROTHER, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

FOR SALE BY 

JAS. S. A8PINWAIX, 86 WiUiam St, N. Y. 

8CHIBFFELIN BR0THEB8 & CO., William, oor. BeekmanSt, N. Y. 
CASWELL. MACK A CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, B. L 
BEGEM AN A CO., Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sts., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, oor. Gates and Yanderbllt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, cor. FiRh and Chestnut Sts^ PhUadelphla. 
H. C. BLAIR, cor. Eighth and Walnut Sts.. Philadelphia. 
W YETH dc BROTH^, 1412 Walnut St, Philadelphia. 
And by Prngglste generally. 

A Fine Opportunity for a Surgeon. 
—Dr. Swinburne, of Albany, N. Y., recently ^>polnted Health 
Officer to the Poet tA New York, offers his fine residence in that dty 
for sale for its market value, without any extra charge for its being an 
established place of surgical business. The house Is provided with all 
the modem improvements, is nearly new. and built by the Doctor for 
his own convenience, and hence is well adapted to the wants of a 
physician or surgeon. There is probably no more eligible location for 



an aspiring young surgeon who is disposed to work his way in the 
world than this, and ror a surgeon of reputation an excellent oppor- 
tnnity for a good location for practising his profession. He has also a 



oommodlous stable attached, which may l>e purchased if desired. 

For reference please address Blr. S. Bleeker, 56 Eagle st, Albany, or Dr. 
John Swinburne, Quarantine, Staten Island. 

Vaccine Virus from Eane. — One crust, 
10 guills. and one cq>illary tube, one dollar each. 
This vtfus Is f^ee ttom syphilitio or other taint Is derived from 
selected healthy country kine. Is powerftil and satisfiMtory. It is pre- 
ferable to that in common use. 

Address EPHRAIM CUTTER, M.D., 

Wobum, Mass. 
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WADE & FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUB; AND CITY HOSPITAMb 

Manufkoture and Impml all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 

SYROTGES, stOm 
85 FuUon Hreet^ New Torh. 

W. dfe F. begleave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. Jahxs R. wood, a full deecm>tion of which will be 
forwarded upon application. Also, Dr. Lawn A. Satbs's improved out- 
door Splint lor Mobbvs Coxjlkivs. Directions for measurements win be 
forwaraed when requested. 

i?e^erertces;— James R Wood, M.D., Lewis A. Satbi, M.D., Stifhkb 
SiOTH, M.D., B. F. BachvM.D» U.S.N. 

PBICED 0A1AL0GUS8 WILL BE BE ITT TO AITT ADDRESS. 

gy Agents for Jewett's Artifldal Iambs, which are superior to aU 
others. 

Sole Agents for ** Fermlnichs Irritation Instrument*' Price $8lOQ. 

The Anatomical Ball and 
Sooket-Jointed Iieg, 

with lateral motion at the ankle, like the natural one. 

Also: 
THE U. S. VRMY AND NAVY LEG. 
The latter Is fhmlshed to soldiers bv the U. 8. Government without 
charge by applying to Douglas Bly, M.D., U. S. Coomiissioner for ttxr- 
nlshhig Artifldal Legs to Soldiers. Offices— 658 Broadway, N. Y., Ro- 
chester, N. Y., Cincinnati, O., or St Louis, Mo. 
For instructions address DR. BLY at nearest office. 

r. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 

MENT AT FLORENCE, MASS. (near Northampton), is pleasant- 
ly dtuated in a healthy mountain region, amply suppliea with the purest, 
softest, and coldest granite water. Snady walks ana drives, with pleasant 
views all around ; Mwling alleys; boats ; billiard table ; pianos ; gymnas- 
tics ; several hundred feet of covered piazzas ; rooms all light and airv ; 
diet plain, but nourishing, abundant and well prepared ; the whole of the 
Institute managed with care, order, and neatness. Dr. Munde, though the 
oldest disciple of Priessnits, and one of the first writers on his system, 
does not claim for It a greater scope than really belongs to it ; but as a 
healthy Branch of the Healing Art based entirely upon physiological 
pindples, he considers it well worth the attention of the Profesdim, who 
ought not to confound the good cause with its many bad advocates^ 
For Terms, etc, apply as above. 

L & W. GRUNOW'S 

COMPOUND ACHROMATIC MICROSCOPE. 

I. and W. Grunow would respectfhily inform the Medical Profesdon, 
and Microscopbts generally, that they have largely increased thdr fkdli- 
ties for manufl&etnring their microscopes by the addition of new and 
improved machinery to thMr eatabHtthment^ and that in consequence 
they are now prepared to fill orders more promptly. 

In order to suit the convenience of a large proportion of thdr patrons, 
and especially of those not redding in New Yoik, they have constituted 
Mb. F. J. EMMERICH, 87 MAIDEN LANE, special agent for the sale 
of their Microscopes and Microscopical Apparatus, and they would re- 
spectfully recommend that hereafter all orders be directed to his address. 

They are convinced that by this arrangement ^ey will hereafter be 
enabled to devote their attention more to the manu&eture and constant 
improvement of their instruments than has heretofore been their pri- 
vilege, when they also had to give attention to business details and to 
lengthy correspondence. 

N.B.— Price lUts can be had fh>m Mb. EMMERICH on appBcaUoo, 
the second and revised edition of thdr Sdentific and Descriptive C^a- 
logue will soon be ready, and will be sent to any address on application 
upon the receipt of 60 cents ot postage currency. 

Mb. EMMERICH will keep on hand a constant and taU supply of 
microscopical objects, slides, thln-g^aas covers, and all ingredients for 
mounting objects. 

Nxw YOKK, May, 1864. 

The "Elixir of Calisaya Bark"— 

-■- was introduced to the notice of the Faculty in 1880, by J. MUhau, HU 
sole JfUD0ntor, None of those numerous firms were in existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to a new artide, have found it mcnre convenient with- 
in a-few years to appropriate the above extendvely known titie : it is th«« 
fore presumable tiiat phyddans in proscribing, as t^t over tnlrtv vears, 
have reference solely to the original arUoU nuide by J. Mxloav « doh. 

Also, the CHALYBEATE ELIXIR OF OaLISAYA BARK (copy- 
righted), being the above preparation with the addition of two grains o 
the celebrated PvropKo9]^U qf Iron to each wineclaseftiL 

Sole agsncy for Fbbii oh Abtiiioial Eykb firom the leading Parte mawiflMt- 
tnrer. Single eyes to order. Sets of 120 for oculists. 

J. MiLHACT A SoM, 
Druggists and Pharmaceutists, 188 Broadway, N.Y., near Cortiandt at 

Either agents for or importers of all the French medicines and fine pre- 
parations in vogue. 
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HAV£ REiflOTCB 

From 440 Broadway to 520 Broadway (Up Stairs). 



MICROSCOPE FOR SALE. 

Improved Microscope by Smith and Bock, of London, with cylindrical fittings for applying all flhimlnatlng apparatos with ease and aeeuraey. 
Body with quick and slow motions. Throe eye-pieces. Stage with Tertical and horizontal motions, sliding and revolTing planet, and fpriag 
clamping piece. Diaphragm with revolving and removable fittings; large, plain, and concave mirror. 

Three object glasses, \yi Inch, two-thirds and one* fifth, with yery fine definition and remariutble flat field. 

Zoophyte trough, small condensing lens, polarizing apparatus, stage forceps, parabolic illuminator, camera luolda, ereotora, dark waUt) «to.| eto. 

The whole inclosed in a handsome Mahogany Case. 

The instrument ia quite new and has been examined by one <tf the leading mlcroecopista, who pronounces it to be a firat-daaa mleroeoope tn eyary 
respect, and cheap at the price at which it is offered. Messra. Smith & Boek*s price is £48. 6a. 8d. It Is offered at |27fi,,oiirr«»o|r. 
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LECTUEB VL— PART IH. 

I HAVE already explained the causes and the manner of 
these faecal extravasations, and we have seen how the open- 
ing of the wound and the admission of air, or the disturb- 
ing of the viscera by the finger or by any other means, is 
liable to greatJy increase this tendency to extravasation. 

In most cases, when the ball has penetrated the small 
intestines, they are found to have been perforated at several 
points. In my experiments, lately made upon the dead 
subject, this has h^pened uniformly. Let us consider, 
then, what will be the probable consequences of this prac- 
tice of M. LeROuest The moment the finger is introduced 
its pressure alone will be sufficient to expel a portion of the 
contents of the intestinal tube ; but in most cases the posi- 
tion of the wound in the intestine will be 00 changed that a 
prolonged exploration will be necessary to determine the 
existence of a wound and its situation, and the fadces will 
continue to escape. Assuming, however, that the surgeon 
is successful at once in finding and securing a portion which 
is wounded, he will now proceed to enlarge the external 
wound, if necessary, and to draw out the intestine ; he will 
remove the contused and lacerated edges of the wound 
with the sdssors or with the knife, apply the sutures, and 
return the intestine within the cavity of the abdomen. 

All this must occupy some time, probably never less than 
half an hour ; and what has been in the meantime hap- 
pening within. While the surgeon was drawing out and 
handling the wounded knuckle of intestine, the contents of 
the remainder of the tube have been pressed back, and . 
have been pouring out from one or more of the other 
wounds ; and it now remains to search for these deeper 
outlets, and, at a time when it is plainly too late to be of 
any use, to secure and close them also. It will not do to 
say that these operations must be done with care ; that^ in 
order to encourage a hope of success, the parts must be 
handled with delicacy; that the opening in the walls of the 
abdomen must be made free by ample inciuons. Any 
surgeon who has had experience in operations huon the 
abdomen knows very well how unmani^eable these* viscera 
ordinarily are when once thev have escaped from the peri- 
toneal cavity ; how difficult it is to restrain their further 
protrusion ; and how difficult it is often to reduce thein 
again, no matter to what extent the abdominal opening is 
enlarged. These difficulties occur, as my expenence has 
repeatedly proved, even when the patient is completely 
under the infiuenoe of an anassthetic, although not quite to 
the same extent In short, delicacy of manipulation under 
these circumstances is oflen next to impossible. 

Be assured, gentlemen, the patient will have a better 
chance for life if you let him entire1j[ alone ; and it surprises 
me that any good surgeon could think otherwise. Serous 
surfaces, when brou^t into oontaot, in general adhere 
quickly ; and if we adopt in these cases that treatment 
which is best calculated to secure and maintain contact 
between the viscera and the walls of the abdomen, we may 
oflen encouri^e a hope of a sucoessfiil issue. 

The plan of treatment which accomplishes these indioa- 
tions most fully, in case a rifle, musket^ or pistol ball has 
penetrated the intestines, is to close the external wound 
with a pledget of lint smeared with cerate, and to secure 
this in place by a broad piece of adhesive plaster ; lay ^e 

Eatient on his back, and instruct him not to turn or move 
imself in any direction, not even to raise his legs or his 
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head b^ voluntary effort ; and to administer to him, at 
proper mtervals, periiaps one grain of solid opium, having 
m view the arrest of all peristaltic action, the reductions 
pain, and the abatement of the nausea ; all of whid^ pur- 
poses are accompUahed as weD, and some of them better, 
by solid opium taan by morphine. No cathartio remediea 
are proper, nor the simplest enemata; indeed, it is beat 
to reqmre that the patient should take nothing into his 
stomachy whether sohd or liquid, except the opinm, fat tha 
first twenty-four hours, since all these things tend to pro- 
yoke that action in the bowels which it is most important 
should be for a time completely suspended. To combat 
the inflammation, warm water, fomentation to the bowelsi 
leeches, and bleeding are sometimes demanded. 

There are certain exs^tions to these rules which hare 
generally been recognised 

If the walls of the abdomen are torn away bj the mis- 
sile in such a manner that the viscera are exposed, and aa 
intestine is found to be wounded, then it will be proper to 
either close the wound in the intestine or to lasten by 
sutures the manrins of this wound to the margins of th# 
outer wound. The same practice ought also to be adopted 
in case the intestine is wounded, and at the same time 
protruded in the form of a hernia. 

Hernial protrusions of the viscera of the belly, as the 
result of gunshot injuries, are not so common as are hemift 
the result of bayonet ana other penetrating wounds. The 
explanation of this difference is probably to be found in 
the fact that extravasations of the contents of the viscera 
are much more fi-equent in t^e former case than in the 
latter. The escape of the gas, Especially into the perito? 
neal cavity, prevents that outward or centrifugal pressure 
which is, no doubt, the principal cause of the hernial pro- 
trusion. 

(William 0*Mea^her, Surgeon to the 87th N.Y. regt, 
reports two cases in which, balls having penetrated the 
intestine, the wounded portion was protruded soon after 
the receipt of the injuiy by the act of vomiting. Death 
took place in each case in about ten hours. — Amxbicak Mx- 
DiOAL Times, Jan. 4, 1862, p. 6 ; April 12. 1862, p. 206. 

The same surgeon reports an extraorainary example of 
deflection of a conical ball within the abdominal cavity : 
entering through the left sacro-iliac symphysis, it haa 
wound^ the coecum near the appendix ; then impinging 
upon the venter of the right ilium, it had been deflected 
upwards, mi^ng two wounds in the transverse oolon ; and 
finally fell down between the bladder and rectum, where it 
was found in the autopsy. His death occurred on the 
sixteenth day. — Ibid. 205.) 

If the hernia exists, and it is not complicated with a 
wound of the intestine, it demands the same treatment as 
if it was a hernia due to any other cause. In case of a 
recent intestinal hernia, unaccompanied with strangulation, 
it should be reduced promptly by careful taxis; and the 
efficiency of the taxis will he greatly increased by placing 
the patient in such a posture as to relax the abdominu 
muscles, and especially by complete anaesthesia. If it is 
strangulated, but not yet in a condition of sphacelation, no 
time should oe lost in relieving the strangulation, and then 
returning it into the cavity of the abdomen. The opera- 
tion wiU be made with tiie most safety by^trodudnff into 
the wound a grooved director, and canyfl^ upon una a 
narrow, probe-pointed bistoury. When it is practicable, 
tlie incision should be made in the direction of the fibres <n 
the muscles, to facilitate the closure of the wound after the 
operation is completed. Mr. Guthrie condemns peritoneal 
incisions in these cases, and in cases where the omentum is 
protruded, on the ground that the strangulation wiU always 
oe completely relieved by cutting the more superficial tis- 
sues, such as the sldn, musde, or tendinous expansions: 
and bec^uise, in his opinion, the danger of peritoneal 
inflammation will be increased in proportion to the 
length of the incisions made in this tissue; while it is 
always desirable, he thinks, to secure adhesion between 
the intestine or omentum on the <»ie hand, and the peritf^ 
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neum on the other hand, as speedily as possible. With this 
view he recommends' that the hernial protrusion shall be 
permitted to remain just within the wounded margins of 
the peritoneum, and " even rising up for the least possible 
distance" into the track of the wound. This advice might 
seem to possess value in case the intestine itself had been 
woundea and returned, but in no other case, so far as I can 
see. Nor doeS my experience in operations for strangu- 
lated hernia warrant roe in the beUef that unless it is 
already adherent it could be maintained in this exact posi- 
tion, however carefully and accurately the external wound 
might be closed. This practice, demanding always a very 
nice application of the knife, will endanger a recurrence of 
the hernia in some cases, especially in gunshot injuries, 
when the exact closure of the external wound is more dif- 
ficult than in punctured wounds; and in other cases the 
part which has been protruded will be at once drawn away 
n-om this poiiit, and the end desired will not be attained. 
Candidly, it seems to me a somewhat dangerous and wholly 
useless refineme't of the operation for simple strangulated 
hernia, and one which I cannot think it proper to recom- 
mend. 

Not unfrequently the surgeon will experience some diffi- 
culty in the introduction of even so small an instrument as 
a grooved director between the edges of the wound and 
the hernia ; and rather than subject the hernial protrusion 
to much contusion in the attempt to force the instrument 
down, it will be advisable to commence the incision from 
the surfiice of the skin, using for this purpose a broad, 
convex bistoury. This Qource of embarrassment is more 
often present in narrow, punctured wounds than in gun- 
shot wounds. 

We recognise the existence of incipient sphacelation in a 
strangulated intestine by its color and feet If it is of a 
pink red color, or even dark brown, and feels firm under 
pressure, or if the blood, being expressed from its surface, 
speedily returns upon the removal of the pressure, it is not 
gangrenous, and ought to be returned into the cavity of the 
belly ; but if it is of an ash color, or black ; if it has a 
doughy feel, or crepitates under the finger; if the blood, 
being pressed out, does not return to the surface, it is pro- 
bably dead, and must be allowed to remain where it is. 
When the evidence of its death is conclusive, it may be at 
once laid open, and then secured to the edges-of the wound 
by a few delicate sutures ; but in case of a doubt it would 
be better to cover it with lint spread with simple cerate, 
or with a sod, emollient poultice. 

Where adhesions have already taken place, if recent and 
tender, they should be broken up ; if old and strong, we 
can do notning more than relieve the strangulation. 

Omental hemise demand certain modifications of treat- 
ment When the omentum is recently expelled, and its 
condition of health is not essentially changed, it ought to 
be at once reduced ; but if it is very much infiamed or 
swollen, or if it is ulcerated or in any degree sphacelated, 
it will be better, having relieved the strangulation, to per- 
mit it to remain, only protecting it by simple cerate or by 
emollient poultices, or other moist appUcations. Removal 
by the ligature is always improper, and excision ought only 
to be practised in case the protrusion is very large, or the 
omentum is m^h disorganized. 

It has often been noticed that a piece of omentum, 
when strangulated, is prone to enlarge or to swell rapidly, 
so that it would require a very free incision of the perito- 
neum to eflfect its reduction. There is much reason to 
suppose, also, that the iiitroduction of such an indurated 
mass into the cavity of the abdomen would act essentially 
as a foreign substance, and cause inflammation. I think it 
was Sir Astley Cooper who first recommended that, under 
these circumstances, although the omentum might not be 
ulcerated or sphacelated, it ought not to be returned, but 
that it should be cut off close to the point of strangulation, 
each artery in the omentum being carefully tied, and one 
end of each ligature being left hanging from the wound. 
He hoped by this method to insure the safety of the 



patient, and, by leaving the omentum resting against the 
oriGce, to secure adhesion and to prevent any future de- 
scent of the hernia, the omentum serving as a kind of 
stopper or plug to the canal. The advice given by Mr. 
Guthrie in reference to the treatment of an intestinal 
hernia, it will be remembered, is in effect the same — that is 
to say, he recommends also that the intestine shall be left 
within the lips of the peritoneal wound. With all respect 
for the opinions of these distinguished gentlemen, I object 
to this mode of procedure in either case. My reasons for 
this objection in case of the intestine have already been 
given. Mr. Cooper's suggestion I have adopted in one 
instance, and so far from its preventing the subsequent 
descent of the omentum, I am persuaded that it determined 
an opposite result. The portion which I removed is now 
in the Long Island College Museum ; it is nearly the size 
of my fist ; but as soon as the external wound had closed, 
the remainder of the omentum began to descend, and in a 
few weeks the protrusion was as large as it was before the 

operation. 

In my opinion, it will be better, having excised the 
omentum and secured the vessels, to push the remnant 
fairly into the belly, only adopting the precaution to leave 
the ligatures so long that they will depend from the exter- 
nal wound. 
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ON STRABISMUS.* 
By henry D. NOTES, M.D., 

BUltQEOlf TO THX WW TOBK KTX Ain> BAB mTIBlLlBT. 

{Continued Jh>m pa^fe 844.) 

Another optical condition giving rise to strabismus is 
hyperopia. This will require some explanation. It is one 
or the most interesting points in the causation of stra- 
bismus. We are indebted to Prof. Bonders, of Utrecht, 
for calling attention to this condition, and its bearing upon 
strabismus and upon asthenopia. Hyperopia is a term 
substituted for byperpresbyopia ; the latter is dropped 
because it implies an untruth — conveying an intimation 
that extreme old age may be involved in the optical defect^ 
whereas it often, if not always, is the person's heritage at 
birth. By hyperopia is meant insuflScient refractive power ; 
the refractive media are too weak to bring parallel rays to 
a focus on the retina without calling in the aid of the 
power of accommodation. The sure test for this is, to 
paralyse the accommodation by a solution of atropine, gr. 
iv. ad Si. dropped into the eye, and then to experiment 
upon the discernment of distant objects. A normal eye 
is not thus seriously embarrassed ; the enlarged pupil gives 
some annoyance, but this may be corrected by looking 
through a small hole in a card. The hyperopic (or hyper- 
metropic) eye can make little or nothing of distant objects. 
Put a proper convex glass before it and everything becomes 
clear. Put such a convex glass before a normal eye and 
every distant thing is indisiinguiahable. I may illustrate 
this readily by these diagrams.. The hyperopic eye, in view- 
ing distant object«, has, by the use ot atropine, been <r*-~ 
covered to be calling the power of accommoaation i 



dis- 
into 



play, while the normal eye, under these circumstances, has 
no occasion for its aid. In viewing near objects, the hyper- 
opic .eye has, consequently, to make a mudi greater draft 
upon its accommodative power, that is, the ciliary muscle, 
than the normal eye needs. If the ciliary muscle be 
robust, the hyperopia induces no morbid symptoms. If the 
ciliary muscle be weafc, or if the hyperopia be great and 
the cUiary muscle of only ordinary strength, trouble arises 
—asthenopia appears, or strdbi&mis, I have spoken of 
hyperopia as if it were a positive force, calling it great or 

* Bead befoM the New York Academy of Medicine, Ifarch 8, 18M. 
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small, and worse when great ; in reality it is a negative 
quality, a subtraction of refractive power, and the term 
great is really to be applied to the convex lens which is 
needed to make up the deficiency. 

Observe, too, that hyperopia causes morbid symptoms 
only when the accommodation is absolutely or relatively 
weak. How does it cause strabismus? Because, as I 
have before said, the strong contraction of the internal 
rectus muscle procures the augmented contraction of the 
ciliary muscle. The associated action between convergence 
of the visual lines and the function of accommodation is 
forced to an unnatural degree; convergence is made so 
great as to become squint, and one eye is sacrificed for the 
sake of giving to the other a sufficient power of accom- 
modation — ^in other words, sufficient refractive power for 
clear vision. This process begins usually at the age when 
we are required to note small things attentively, especially 
in learning to read. The squint at first appears only when 
looking at something near by. By and by the excessive 
contraction of the internal rectus causes its hypertrophy, 
the external rectus cannot antagonize it, and the internal 
rectus finally undergoes permanent shortening and partial 
fibrous degeneration. Then the strabismus is permanent, and 
it is usually alternating. I have, however, seen a person 
at 27 jrears, with hyperopia requiring a convex glass of 
seven mches focus, reading Na 2 Jaoer (pearl) at five 
inches without glasses, but with a strong converging stra- 
bismus. The squint disappeared when she stopped read- 
ing. In such a case the external rectus muscle must 
increase, or, at least^ fully retain its power, to be able to 
counterbalance the excessive contraction of its opponent. 

I have seen a patient eight years old, who on one day 
had decided convergent strabismus, both for near and dis- 
tant objects, and the next day very little ; it was scarcely 
perceptible. She had great hyperopia, and the periodicity 
was a phenomenon belonging to the formation of perma- 
nent squint; the recti muscles were not yet organically 
shortened. 

Besides hyperopia, other defects may exist at the same 
time. The patient employs one eye to the neglect of the 
other ; from disuse, passive congestion of the optic nerve 
occurs; the retina loses its keenness of perception, and 
amblyopia is added to hyperopia. 

Again, I have seen hyperopia combined with astigma- 
tism. By astigmatism is meant a want of symmetry in the 
curvature of the cornea^ or in the structure of (he crystal- 
line lens, by which the fefVjtotive i)Ower in one section or 
meridian is not the same as in another. For instance : in 
a vertical plane, the focal distance may be longer than it is 
n the horizontal plane. One effect of this error of struc- 
ture is, that circles appear to be ovaL Another, that ver- 
tical lines may be seen dibtinctly while horizontal lines are 
blurred, or vice versd. I have seen a family many of whom 
had strabismus, and of these, two had both hyperopia and 
astigmatism of the left eye. 

The catalogue of visual defects which cause strabismus 
is not exhausted. Persons with myopia squint. With 
myopia amounting to — i or — ^2, it is rarely possible, 
without glasses, to converge the visual lines upon the 
object The internal recti are not adequate to the task; 
while one eye looifs, the other remains passive. If there 
be any actual insufficiency of the internal recti, a positive 
divergence results. It may finally become permanent 
Another mode of production is, probably, the peculiar 
shape the eye-ball takes in many cases of^ myopia, and 
which makes the eye myopic. That is, as you see in these 
plates, a protrusion of the posterior portion of the sclero- 
tica, cither as a small tumor or as a general enlargement ; 
technically, this is called posterior staphyloma of Sie scle- 
rotica. It is distension of the eye, localized at its poste- 
rior pole, and elongating its antero-posterior axis. It fol- 
lows, from this change of shape, that there must be some 
hindrance to the rotation of the globe by it« increased pro- 
jection backwards. When it is remembered how much the 
requisite rotation of the cornea inwards is augmented by 



the extreme approximation of the point of distinct vision, 
this change of snape becomes no small item in the difficulty 
of securing binocular vision. I have seen cases where the 
ovoidal shape of the globes was so decided that the above 
explanation of divergent strabismus was undoubtedly cor- 
rect 

Prof. Dokders is very sweeping in his statement that 
myopia is the great cause of divergent squint It does not 
always cause divergence. I have seen a case of conical 
cornea and posterior staphyloma of the left* eye, the right 
eye being normal, in which the left eye had permanent 
convergence. 

Strabismus is said to be produced in infants by permit- 
ting them to look a great deal at things which they cannot 
easily see with both eyes, because they are so far to one 
side, as a bright light, the fire, etc. There may be truth in 
this assumption, but, before it is admitted, a rigid analysis 
should be made of the quality of tlieir sight 

I may remark that this analysis is possible without any 
information firom the patient. The ophthalmoscope can 
determine the refractive state of the eye with an approxi- 
mation to accuracy sufficient for cases of decided error. 

Such are the cause of strabismus : paralysis, complete 
or incomplete, insufficiency of muscles, great defects of 
sight in one eye, inflammation of a muscle at the time the 
globe is inflamed, hyperopia, astigmatism, myopia, vicious 
habits of looking; tumors in the orbit will cause deviation 
of the visual axis, but such causes are not within my pre- 
sent scope. 

Paralysis of a muscle is the loss of its power; insuffi- 
ciency of a muscle an original vireakness ; in keratitis, or 
sclerotitis, the muscle may be inflamed; hyperopia and 
myopia impose on the muscles a task too heavy. In loss 
of sight, the authority which has sway over, the muscles 
has been annulled. Hence strabismus. 

The fact of strabismus is always evident ; the visual lines 
are divergent or convergent Besides converging, often one 
visual axis points upwards. The phenomena of motion 
are worth some study, and from these are derived the sub- 
division of strabismus into varieties. 

The commonest variety is the alternating or concomitant 
strabismus ; it may be diverging ; it is generally converg- 
ing. Either eye may, fix upon an object at will. If you 
cover each eye alternately so that it cannot see your finger 
held up, but so that you can see it, as the other eye fixes 
on the finger, you find that, while the left eye fixes, the 
right eye squints, and while the right eye fixes, the left 
eye squints. The squint is greater for near than for distant 
objects. The associated movements are well performed ; 
if an object be held at the right side, both eyes turn to the 
right, but the angle of their axes to each other is main- 
tained. The arc of movement may be little restricted, but 
the centre of the arc is, in one or both eyes, transposed 
to the right or left of the middle of the palpebral opening. 
Sometimes, when an object passes to the right side, the left 
eye views it ; when it passes to the left side, the right eye 
views it, each alternately converging. This implies equal 
vision in both, and great shortening of each internal rectus. 
Ii^ diverging squint a similar condition is sometimes ob- 
served ; only the right eye looks at objects on the right, 
and the left eye at objecta on the left. 

Strabismus from paralysis is evidenced by the inability 
of one or both eyes to move in a certain direction, and in 
that direction double vision appears. The affected eye can 
fix upon an object brought within its range, and within a 
certain range there is correct binocular vision. 

Strabismus from insufficiency of the internal recti, whe- 
ther firom absolute weakness or fi-om relative deficiency, 
as in myopia, exhibits itself on^ during attention to near 

objects. 

Strabismus from great defect of sight in one eye, is sim- 
ply the want of accurate codperation with its fellow ; there 
IS no restraint of mobility ; it may be divergent or conver- 
gent In looking at near objects, the squint may diminish 
n divergent, it may increase if convergent; for distant 
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clmcts it remans aimja the Bamo. The blind eje is un- 
mUe to llx on B giren point. 

I thiidc it will DOW be clear that the operation for stra- 
bitmiH is not umplj' tba oorrecUon of a derormity ; it 
ahonld, if pos^le, involvo something higher, namely, the 
ngttsttioa of sigbt. 



TWO CASES or 

EXTIBPATION OF POLYPI IN THE LARYNX. 

(fHA Wood^eat TStufrofwM.) 

Bt FRIEDRICH 3EMELEDEK, M.D., 



Cn>ndit«dfti 



I tb* Tluwltadliliiil Hilla, br EpwD. T. CmrcLL, H.D., 



.Iil1a,bT 

of Provldenfla, £. I,j 

[Tbi novelty of theee two cases, ihe.light tbey throw upon 
phfSiologT', the difficultj Bttendin? tfae operatioDEt, and 
the compuaUvelf nicc^Eful resuSs obtained, afibrd, I 
think, a sufBcient reason for making [hem available to the 
m^ority of American practitioners. The few pasaagea 
wluch hare been omitted posaeaa a mere li>cal interest. 
— Tb.] 

Larjn^oscopic Surgery has realized to the utmost those 
vxpedabona which, but four years a^o, were conaidered 
H altogether too sanguine. With pnde can we say that 
this RSnlt is due to the diligence of (Jermana ; and from 
oar school at Tiensa, in particular, an impetus has gone 
forth in all direcUona. LarruKOSCopy has richly fulfilled 
what it promised. Its most brifiiaut achievement is, how- 
erer, the extirpation of neoplasmata. Every contiftiution 
in this direction is of worth and importance. 

Cabi 1. — A young man of about 28 years of age, a 
lawrer by profession, came under my care in the spring. 
He nad Men wont to sing with great pleasure, and prided 
bimaelf upon a beautifil tenor voice. For some time his 
Toice, e^cially in the higher register, was slightly rough 
and shrin ; the (fklsetto tones had become particulikrly bad, 
AJUr any special exertion in sin^ng, or in the practice of 
his profeesian, and after continued speaiiing without wedal 
effort, he would notice at eveninff an unpleasant feelmg of 
beat, tension, and dryness in the pharynx, as well as a 
slight tickling and inchoBtion to cough. 

An ezsmination of both the .pharynx and the larynx 
showed the existence of a sub-acute catarrh of these 
Cleans. The pharynx, especially, was injected whenever 
the patient became somewhat worse; the mucous mem* 
brane was glossy and dry covered with a net-work of en- 
larged veins, and the uvula was slightly codematous. The 
entrance to the larynx, as well as the ventricular* and 
vocal chords, wag reddened in fine streaks, some of which 
were at this time disappearing ; the secretion of the mucous 
membrane was somewhat increased, and occasional small 
masses of a thin, yellowish mucus clung to the vocal chords. 
I commenced appropriate local treatment, blovring into the 
larynx a powder oT alum and nitrate of silver, painting 
the pharynx with iodine combined with glycerine, and 
also with B solution of nitrate of silver, I at first examined 
with the Isiyngoscope daily, and then every other day — 
partly for the purpose of applying remedies, and partly to 
follow the progress of the treatment. In the course of five 
or six weeks the laryngeal catarrh had vanished : that of 
the pharjrnx bad so much improved, that the patient con- 
sidered himself well, and, contrary to my advice, renewed 
hii singing exercises. Our saUsfaclioa did not last 

]Mg. 

After a Ibrtairiit had elapsed, mr patient came again 
to me, and sud there was mil someuiing wrong about his 
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the anterior quarter of the left vocal chord (Pig. I) ; its 
surface was covered vriih 
mucus, was pale-red, nnd 
smooth ; it was notmova- 

I' Me, perhaps indeed from 
its minutene», nor did it 
changeposition during en- 
ergetic inspiration andex- 
ptration, nor during the 
emission of sound, when, 
however, it became pinch- 
ed in the glottis. 

There were in thiscase 
two circumstances whidi 
escil«d my astonishment : 
let That the patient, 
"■- *• in spite of this formation, 

could eing well ; and of this I was convinced on hearing him, 
k few days after, render ihe well known church sria from 
Alessandro Stradella, This selection was, to be sure, very 
favorable for hb voice ; and no one, judging from the voice 
alone, would have supposed that the larynx was diseased, 
or that a neoplasms was seated upon the vocal chord. The 
voice seemed a httle uncertain, but that could have been 
eiplwned on the ground of a slight degree of emtfarrasB- 
ment and of long interruption in practice. The falsetto voice 
alone was altogether bad, a circumstance which seemed 
peculiarly adapted to throw some lipht on the formation of 
the falsetto -register. As is well knovrn, in spite of many 
deviations, the writers upon the formation of the voice 
have held with persistency that, in the chest voice, the 
vocal chords vibrate in their entire extent, is. on their 
free edge, both on the upper surface, the so-called ventricu- 
lar, and on the lower or Bub-giottidean surface- on the 
Other hand, the head voice (ralaetio) is produced by vibra- 
tions of the ventricular surface and of the free edge alone. 
It is manifest that, in our patient, the formation of the cbest . 
voice was not much interfered with, as, of three component 
factors, only one WBS wanting, while the disturbance of the 
falsetto voice is comprehended when we remember that, of 
its two factors, one — and according to many writers the 
more important, viz. the vibration of the Free edge of the 
vocal chord — was wanting. Thus, it seems to me, this case 
aSbrds important confirmation of, the views above men- 
tioned upon the physiology of the voice. Such observa- 
tions are the more important, as they can be_ made but 
rarely. Satisfactory studies upon the formation of the 
voice, and especially upon the differences of register, can 
only be made upon practised singers ; and it is a very rare 
coincidence that precisely such a one should have a polyp 
upon the vocal chord. I leave physiologists to delermiD« 
the value of my concluMons in this case. 

2d. I was ereatly astonished that I had so often, and, as 
I flatter myself, so carefully examined mj_ patient, and that 
then, eight weeks after my first examination, and just after 
a fortnight's interruption, as soon as the mirror was 
introdnced. I should for the first time discover the existence 
of the polyp, and with equsl readiness at nearly every 
subsequent examination. The choice was left me to con- 
clude that for six weeks I had examined carelessly, or that 
thfe neoplasmn had been but verr recently developed. The 
former supposition I cannot readily allow ; that I have the 
right to assume the latter, I cannot positively assert. The 
latter supposition is rendered probable from Uie subsequent 
growth of the formation. But either carries instruction 

The removal of a laryngeal polyp is indicated under sll 
circumstances in this age oF laryngoscopio QperaUons, even 
when the polyp causes as little inconvenience as it did in 
the present case. 1 determined, therefore, to operate, and 
at once commenced the necessary preparations, vis. repeated 
introductions of the laryngeal sound in order to overcome 
the senwbility of tfae parts. I soon accompbshed so much 
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that die pRtient suffered no incoDvenience when I lifted up 
the epigloltis, nnd, gliding down upon it, touched the 
polyp. Thia was the easiest method to briog the ueo- 
pldsina into view. I postponed pcrfonniog the operation, 
aa mj patient wished to make a month's toar among the 
mountains during September, to which I readily acceded 
in coasidcralion of the apparent quiescence of tne fonua- 

In the beginning of October we re-commenced treatment, 
and I gunea by inis delay the advantage of exhibiting the 
patient to iny lionored friend Prof. Wintrich, and of becom- 
ing acquainted with his modified globe iUvmnalion, wliich 
afiorded me valuable assistance. In the meantime, at 
Wintrich's suggestion, LeiCer had modified somewhat the 
blades of the laryngeal forceps, and produced a very use- 
ful instrument. 

The operation was performed Oct 26. [The author states 
that the wife of the patient was present, and aided neatly by 
her encouraging words in keeping the patient calm. — Tr.] 
Although the patient could bear perfectly well the applica- 
tion of the laryngeal sound, and of Bnins's epiglottis 
forceps, still he urgently desired the application of local 
anteslhesia, after my worthy colleague Timik's method, and I 
did not oppose hia wishes. I painted with a solution of 
morphia ana chloroform the interior of the larynx by means 
of a mirror and a curved camel's-hur pencil, and the 
pharynx with the ordinary pencil used by artists, repeating 
the procednre at firat at intervals of a minute, and after- 
war^ as rapidly as possible. Although this operation was 
exceedingly unpleasant to the patient, it was still continued 
until I thought I delected a diminution of sensibiUty, which, 
indeed, did not amount to complete enaisthesia. This 
process of painting, however, developed one new fact 
opposed to the general belief. An almost insupportable 
degree of Bensiliveness might have been anticipated &om 
such long continued mat-treatment of the epiglottis with 
inntruments, and with such irritating Quids as chloroform 
and rectified spirit, hut such was not the case. 

When I proceeded to the operation tiie mucous membrane 
of the larynx was somewnat reddened, and the larynx 
itself, when the epiglottis was well elevated, presented the 
appearance of Fig. 1 ; the neoplasms had increased since I 
first discovered it to the size of a hemp-seed. I had de- 
termined to seise the polyp witii Toltolini'a guillotine.* 

After frequent futile attempts T succeeded m catching the 
polyp in the ring, and in cutting off it^ free protruding 
hall. Now the operation became so much the more diCEL- 
cult. Numerous attempts to catoh the^ remnant with the 
guillotine signally failed. The forceps also were sever^ 
times applied with no better success, and were finally 
thrown aside, in consequence of the weariness of all con- 
cerned, with the hope that the wounded poljp would oer- 
iMps take on retro^de action. The excised piece bod 
been withdrawn sticking to the instrument, but it was 
loatj the fork had not BCized it. 

This operation showed me the great defect in Voltolini's 
instrument. It would be well to have several of these 
instruments differently constructed ; for the prong upon the 
ring must stand towards the free side, otberwise there is 
danger of perforating tlie vocal chord, and of doing it far 
more imury than (he extirpation of the polyp could do 
good. It was a painful experience for me twice during the 
operation to meet with difficulty in withdrawing the instru- 
menL Once, as reflex action was produced by touching the 
vocal chord, the glottis being closed spasmodically, the 
■ prong pierced the chord, and I could only free the instru- 
ment ourin^ the next deep inspiration, for which I had to 
wait Again, in drawing out the instrument, the prong 
aeiced u|ion the lefl arytenoid cartilage. Further, a tungle 
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instrument of this kind is only applicable with fkcility to 
one vocal chord ; to the other it applies itself more or less 
obliquely, so that a protruding tumor cannot be seised 
exactly at its base, as in my own case : or else the opentOT 
must introduce the instrument with his left hand Tor die 
left vocal chord, a procedure which demands still greatw 
facility of execution. The above remarks will be cleariy 
understood, if we consider the position of the glottis in an 
individual sitting opposite to us. If therefore the gniBo- 
tine is to prove a successfiil instrument, it must ne M 
arranged that the ring shall turn in all directions. If th» 
line a 6 V represents the left, and lh« line a e the right 
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lefV) we can only apply toe ring equally^ welt to the right 
and to the left vocal chord, in case the ring admits of the 
adjustment referred to. Such an arran^ment of the ring, 
however, is incompatible with the principle of the pincette. 
The same is true orBruns'a scissors, wliicn, when introduced 
with the right hand, may indeed be placed parallel to the 
line a e (the right vocal chord), bat tliey always must stand 
more or less obliquely to the left vocal chord a b, thus incur- 
ring the danger of cutting the chord itself (wlxich must by 
all means be avoided), or else we must practise using them 
with the left hand 

The expectation that the 
remnant of the polyp 
would shrink away of 
itself was not reauzed. 
The stump, however, 
rounded off, but stiH, 
after four weeks, we- 
served unsltered the form 
and aise represented in 
(Fig, 2). I determined, 
therefore, to repeat the 
operation, and commenced 
on the 26th of November, 
1863, the same preparatory 
oourM aa at the first The 
"* ■■ application of the local an- 

esthetic had the same partial effect. I made use of the laryn- 
geal forceps, to be described hereafter, and, afler numerous 
iiuitiess attempts, tsuccecded in aeizing the polyp, and in ao 
far setting it free that it hunr by only a few fibres. But 
this time there waa to be no haff-way work. When the p»- 
tient uttered a continuous and half-suppressed as, I could 
explore the closed glottis with my forceps, and after re- 
peated efforts I thought I bad actually seited the small 
nodule. That the prong of the forceps had pierced it was 
not possible, for the lx>dy itself was too amall, and I 
was most unpleasantiy surprised not to find it clmging to 
the forceps or ooncealed in the hollow hemisphere. Iseiced 
the mirror and was about to make another attempt, and lo 1 
there was a small lump about as Ini^ as tlie bead of a 
middling-aized pin adhering to the surface of the mirror, 
enveloped in blood, and seeming quite CMnpact when 
pressed l>etween the fingem. It was the remnant of the 
neoplasma wtiich had lieen thrown upon the mirror by the 
impulse of coughing, and had remuned adhering to it. An 
examination showed at once that all the diseaaed part bad 
tieen removed. The instrument had scraped away the qti- 
thelium from a large surface, especially from the left vocal 
chord. On l>oth occasions thelueedingwasnotworthmm)- 
tioning, and there was almost no reaction. At the first 
operation I tiad attempted, as I have stated above, to use 
tne epiglottis forceps of Bruns; by these the epiglottis was 
several times severely pinched in qiots as lai^ as a lentil, 
and upon these places a yellowish exudation nad tieen de- 
posited. Once the forceps had seized only the mucons 
membrane, and acircumscribed swelling was the result By 
this injury of the epiglottis I easily explained the slight dif- 
ficulty in swallowing and couglung, which lasted for a oonple 
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of days after the first operatioiij and, indeed, until the exu- 
dation upon the epiglottis had disappeared. The use of the 
morphia produced its general effects after the first operation ; 
there was dizziness, sleepiness, headache, and nausea. No 
unpleasant effects, howcTer, followed its use in the second 
case. A few days after, the epithelium had been entirely 
restored, and the slight injection and swelling upon the 
place of the operation had vanished. At present I cannot 
recognise, with any certainty, the spot where the polyp was 

seated. 

The removed nodule was submitted to Dr. Schott (Roki- 
tansky's first assistant — Tr.) for microscopic examination, 
and was found to consist of areolar tissue with large loops 
of vessels and of epithelium. 

The patient's head was slightly held by a. trustworthy 

assistant in botli operations. For illumination I 

used a petroleum lamp with Wintrich's globe, and an ope- 
rating spectacle with a concave mirror of nine centimetres 
diameter, and of eighteen centimetres focus. 

T learn with much pleasure that my patient has at last 
gathered courage to sing again, and that nis voice has been 
found, by professional judges, to be as good as before the 
existence of tiie disease. The catarrh of the pharynx no 
longer exists. I do not desire to make the latter fact alto- 
gether dependent upon the operation, but some experience 
inclines me still to give due regard to this circumstance. 
The falsetto voice of my patient before the malady extended 
from F of the upper hne up to B above, inclusive ; these 
tones were lost during the existence of the polyp. Above 
B he could, both before and during the existence of the 
disease, make sounds, but they had no musical value. At 
present, five weeks after the operation, i?te falsetto tones 
which were lost during the sickness are completely restored, 

{To be Continued.) 
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INFLAMMATION OF THE BOWELS AND 

BRONCHITIS 

AS SEQUELJB TO MEASLES, 

By J. B. BELLANGEE, Surg., U.S. VoiA, 

Vf CHABOB OF UAXVWlEhD OINXBAL HOSPITAL. 

DuRTifo the latter part of January we received from the 
XJ.S. Transport Steamer Spaulding, some seven cases of 
measles, new recruits belonging to the 9th Regt Vt Vola, 
garrisoning the post at Newport Barracks, ten miles above 
us on the railroad to Newbem. The disease had made 
its appearance in their camp before leaving home, and the 
eruption was fully developed when they entered this hos- 
pital On the 3d day of February the post at Newport 
Barracks was attacked by the rebels in force ; the sick, to 
the number of some thirty, were immediately sent to this 
hospital, seventeen of them being affected with rubeola, 
all belonging to the same class of new recruits mentioned 
above ; cusease attacking them after reaching their camp. 
From two to three a day were received from the same 
source ; also a few from the 2d Regt Mass. Heavy Artillery 
at this place, who -had also been receiving recruits from the 
North, until the whole number in hospital amounted to 
thirty-nine. All did well until about the 16th day of Feb., 
when the weather suddenly changed from 60° to 18^ above 
■ero, with a cold, chilly wind firom the N.W. Unfortu- 
nat^y, just at this time our supply of wood gave out, and 
the reoent raid of the rebels made it impossible for the 
Quartermaster to furnish us with a new requisition before 
de patients had suffered considerably from the effects of 
the cold. The eruption at this time had disappeared from 
most of the cases under treatment The bad effects of the 
Budden change of temperature were soon apparent ; a dry, 
husky voice and distressing cough were the first symptoms ; 
soon diarrhoea made its appearance, followed in a few days 
by bloody discharges firom the bowels ; in quite a number 
the evacuations wel^ very frequent, aud the poor fellows 
sank rapidly ; great irritability of the stomach was shown 



in all the bad cases, rejecting all nourishment, even the 
small quantities of brandy and water that were given them 
to support the flagging strength ; erysipelas showed itself 
upon the face of some of the worst affected, and spread 
over the nose, cheeks, and ears ; in one cnse it showed it- 
self upon the arm and hand ; that upon the hand seemed of 
a phlegmonous nature, with a tendency to suppuration. 
Of the tliirty-nine affected, eight died ; sixteen of inflam- 
mation of the bowels, one of acute bronchitis, and one of 
sudden congestion of the lungs. It is worthy of remark, 
that in the cases where the bronchial membranes were 
affected, the bowels were not much disturbed. Post-mor- 
tem examinations were made in all the cases. The patho- 
logical appearances were decided, and well marked in all 
the fatal cases examined. After the nature and extent of 
the disease were determined by our first autopsy, the treat- 
ment was reduced to supporting the system, and using 
opium both by the mouth and per rectum ; but .«?o greatly 
was the whole mucous membrane of the alimentary track 
inflamed, that little was absorbed, and large doses fre- 
quently repeated produced but slight effect either in quiet- 
ing the excessive action of the bowels or contracting the 
pupil. These cases were under the immediate care of 
my able assistants. Doctors N. Nickerson and L. Heard, 
who gave them very close attention, and have furnished 
me with full notes; a brief synopsis of two will explain 
them all, and may not be uninteresting. 

Private D. R. Bruce, Co. F, 9th Regt. Vt Vols., a new 
recruit^ set 24, sanguine temperament, good constitution, 
temperate, was admitted to Mansfield General Hospital 
Feb. 2d, 1864, for measles, contracted at Brattleboro, Vt 
He passed through the disease with no medication save an 
occasional cathartic, and was rapidly convalescing, when, 
on the 17th of February, after an unusually cold night, I 
found him presenting the following symptoms : frequent 
alvine evacuations or a muco-purulent character, mixed 
with florid blood, attended by pain and extreme tender- 
ness over the lower part of the abdomen ; a quick^ fiill 
pulse, and a brown coat upon the tongue. Prescribed : 
Chalk mixt | ss. * laudanum, gtt xxx. once in three hours, 
with hot applications to the bowels, and a carefully selected 
diet This was continued until the 21st, the symptoms 
remaining nearly the same, when the case assumed a more 
serious character. The bowels were now tympanitic and 
tender ; the evacuations occurring every hour, very small, 
and composed of altered blood and pus ; the strength, 
however, was good ; the tongue beginning to become dry ; 
the pulse 120, no4 small ; thirst and anorexia. Upon con- 
sultation, he received ft. Sulph. magnes. gr. x, •, sulph. mor- 
Shiae gr. i; acid, sulph. arom. gtt x.; aqu« pur» ^es, 
fix. Every two hours. Brandy J ss. every two hours. 
He was also given, after each movement of tne bowels, an 
injection of laudanum and starch. Feb. 23d. — Patient has 
been nearly the same ; is becoming emaciated. Pulse 120, 
soft and smaller ; stomach irritable, ft. Pulv. opii gr. iL ; 
sulph. zinci gr. i. ; strychniae gr. -fg. Mix. 1 pill every two 
hours. Continued the brandy and injections as before. 
Milk punch, etc., ad Ubttum. This treatment was continued 
until the 28th, varying it according to the endurance of the 
stomach, which was becoming very irritable, and for a 
day at a time rejected everything introduced. The gene- 
ral symptoms had taken a decided downward course for 
several days, and during the last day or two erysipelas 
appeared on the cheeks, spreading over tlie nose, and up- 
wards to the forehead. The dejections were now very fre- 
quent, scanty, and composed almost entirely of florid blood ; 
the abdomen not excessively painful, though tympanitic ; 
the pulse small ; tongue dry ; the surface bathed in a pro- 
fuse perspiration, and the extremities cold. Yet the gene- 
ral strength was sufficient to enable him to help himself to 
stand alone, and his voice was of moderate force. On the 
28th, on a full consultation, it was decided to give him tur- 
pentine as a general stimulant, to suspend the pill,' to con- 
tinue the brandy and the injection ; the latter, however, 
was soon discontinued, as it could not be retained eveo in 
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the smallest quantity, and in fact never could be passed 
over one inch from the muzzle of the injection-tube. 
Mardi Ist — The erysipelas seems to have run its course, 
confining itself to the face, and the skin is now desqua- 
mating. He complains less of pain ; does not have as 
frequent discharges, but the vomiting is more troublesome, 
the voice weaker, and the general appearance of the man 
is of extreme asthenia. March 4th. — ^Died at 3 p.m. 
Mind clear to the last. Not much pain for several days. 

Seetio OadaveriSj twelve hours after death, — Much ema- 
ciation. Thorax. — ^Lungs healthy, except a degree of hypo- 
static pneumonia in the posterior and lower part of each 
lung. No effusion in the pleura. Heart normal in size and 
appearance ; an ounce of efiusion in the pericardium ; large 
thrombi filling both ventricles, and running into the pul- 
monary artery. Abdomen.-^-Liver and pancreas healthy in 
f^pearance and size. Stomach very much congested, and 
towards the pyloric end inflamed, and the mucous coat soft 
and of a dark color. Gall-bladder distended. Small intes- 
tines presenting signs of congestion throughout their whole 
extent, the lower portion being softened, and of a dark- 
brown color ; no enlargement of Peyer's glands. The 
omentum congested in m its vess^ 

Large intestines. — The rectum inflamed, ulcerated, thick- 
ened ; the other portions merely congested. 

Kidneys and bladder normal m size and appearance. 

Private W. P. Palmer, of CJo. C, 2d Regt Mass. Vols., 
aged 16 years; light complexion, brown hair, blue eyes, 
and of temperate habits, was attacked with measles about 
the 27th of January, 1864, with which he was admitted 
into Mansfield General Hospital. The disease was of mild 
character, and ran its usual regular course without com- 

Elications of any kind. At the end of two weeks, after 
aving recovered from the measles, he was assigned to 
light duty about the ward, and assisted in keeping things 
clean and attending upon the patients. He continued to 
serve in this capacity till the 3d of March, when he was 
suddenly taken with dysenteric discharges from the bow- 
els, for which he got, on the 4th, a saline mixture in S ss. 
doses, and also whiskey in the same quantity, both repeated 
every two hours. On the 6th the saline mixture was 
omitted, and in addition to the whiskey he was put upon 
the following: — B. Pulv. opii 3ss.; sulph. zinc. grs. xv.; 
strychninsB gr. L Misce. Fiat mass, in pil. xv. dividenda. One 
every two hours, alternating with the whiskey. There 
was a decidedly asthenic condition of the system mani- 
fested by the non-resistance of the pulse, which varied 
fipom 110 to 120 per minute ; great muscular debility and 
coolness of the extremities. Dejections muco-sanguineous, 
and attended with tx>n8iderable pain ; tongue but slightly 
coated, and moist; moderate tenesmus. March 7th.— 
Much the same; opium having taken some effect, indi- 
cated by the contracted pupil, and" less pain. Omitted the 
above, and gave R. Pulv. opii, quinia sulph. fi& 3i. ; pulv. 
g. acadsB grs. x. M. ft pil. x. One to be given every 
two or three hours, according to the frequency of the 
alvine evacuations. Milk-punch ordered to be given in 
liberal quantities, and fi^quently repeated. Beef-tea, 
milk-gruel, and other nutriment to be taken as the sto- 
mach would tolerate. March 11th. — Up to the present 
time the patient has been kept well under the influence of 
the opium, which influence has, in a measure, been pro- 
ducea by the use of injections of starch and laudanum, 
administered several times during the last thirty-six hoi#b. 
For the last twenty-four hours there has been nothing 
ejected except small quantities of mucus, slightly tinged 
with blood. Tongue clean and moist ; pupils contracted 
from the effects or the opium ; pulse 140, small and weak; 
skin moist, and of natural temperature. Abdomen much 
flattened, with but little tenderness on pressure. Continue 
medicines, with an increased quantity of stimulants, which 
are more frequently repeated, and all the nourishment the 
^ stomach will bear. Opium omitted at noon to-day. At 
3 P.M. profuse perspiration broke out. Skin greatly relaxed ; 
pulse hardly perceptible at the wrist ; cadaverous expres- 



sion of countenance ; much difficulty of deglutition. Died 
at half-past 8. 

Autc^My — mxteen hours after death, — Thorax. — ^No effusion 
in either pleural cavity. Firm and somewhat extensive old 

f>Ieuritic adhesions of the upper and posterior part of right 
ung ; both lungs otherwise healthy. No evidence of recent 
pleuritis. Heart — Amount of fluid in pericardium normal. 
Heart appears natural, except flabby and relaxed. Fibrinous 
clots in right ventricle, none in left. Abdomen. — Liver 
normal in size and healthy in appearance. G«Il-bladder 
full of dark-colored bile. Spleen m all respects apparently 
healthy. Stomach contained half a pint of darK-colored 
grumous-looking fluid ; the mucous membrane, of at least 
one-third of its entire extent and of the pyloric end, was 
found to be minutely injected and inflamed, some patches 
of which were of a very dark color, and considerably soft- 
ened. Small intestines. — Six inches of the first part of the 
duodenum highly injected and inflamed. The remainder of 
this intestine and the whole of the jejunum nearly heidthy 
in appearance, but the mucous structure of the whole of the 
ilium was inflamed, and some twelve inches or so of its 
lower portion were of a very dark color, much softened and 
in a manner disorganized. The lining membrane of the 
colon throughout its whole extent was much inflamed^ 
thickened, and softened ; it easily slipped off* by moderate 
pressure of the fingers. Kidneys. — ^Normal in size and ap- 
pearance. 

Remarks, — The other cases examined were all of the 
same nature, more or less of the whole alimentary track 
greatly inflamed, the mucous coat being of a dark slaty 
color and easily removed with the finger-naiL The fatal 
termination of so many cases leads me to query — Gould 
anything more or better have been done? In one case 
only did the opium seem to affect the system, and that, like 
the others, died. Would blisters over the abdomen and sto- 
mach have assisted in the cure ? Perhaps some one of the 
many Army Surgeons may have encountered a similar 
epidemic with a more favorable result, and may be induced 
by these remarks to give his experience and treatment to 
the readers of the ** Medical Times." 

MOBVBBAD CiTTf N. O. 
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U.S. GENERAL HOSPITAL, CHRISTIAN STREET, 

PHILADELPHIA- 

REPOBT ON BEFLEX PABALTSIS,^ 

Bt S. Wxib Mxtohxll, M.D^ Oia B. MomioiTSc, M.D.; Ain> Wv. 

W. KsKir, Jb., M.D. 

Since the establishment, in May, 1863, of a special hos- 
pitid for the treatment of diseases and injuries of the ner- 
vous system, a vast number of cases of gunshot and other 
injuries of nerves have been studied by Uie authors of this 
paper. The great mass of these will be considered in a 
future essay upon the history, results, and treatment of 
gunshot wounds of nerves. We have judged it wise, 
however, to report separately a class of very infinequent 
cases, in which paralysis of a remote part or parts has been 
occasioned by a gunshot wound of some prominent nerve, 
or of some part of the body which is richly supplied with 
nerve branches of secondary size and importance. So far 
as we are aware, the Medical Histories which we are 
about to record, stand alone as the first reports of sudden 
reflex paralysis fi*om mechanical injuries. How they differ 

SvBaBON-GBimuL'8 OrrioB. ) 
Wabhikqtom, D.C. March 10, 1864 f ^ 

* CncuLAB, No. 8.— The following paper on Bellex Parana, the reealt 
tA ganshot woanda, founded chiefly upon caaoe ohserred in the U.S. 
General Hospital, ChrUtian street, PhtJadelphla, \>j S. Wum MiromiLL, 
M.D.. Obobok B. MoiKHOvBB, M.D., and William W. Kbbv, Jr., BCD., 
is published for the information of Medloal OfBoers, In the Delief that 
immediate and practical benefit may be derived from it 

Jos. K. BARMB& 

AcHng Surgton-Gentral. 
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from the paraljtic affections which result from disease of 
organs, and which have heen so ably treated of by nume* 
rous authors, we shall presently consider. That they have 
^us far e8Ci^>ed notice may be easily accounted for. In 
the first place they are rare : among some sixty or more 
carefully studied instances oi wounds of nerves, we have 
met with onljr seven cases of reflex paralysis of remote 
orgaxis, in which the influence was prolonged or severe. 
In the minority of cases, the reflex effect is either very 
sUght or very transient, and, for one or both of these rea- 
sons, unlikelv to attract notice from surgeons on the battle- 
field or in Division or Corps hospitals, where their brains 
mad hands are taxed to the utmost by the palpable misery 
of wounds in the eariy stages of treatment Had it been 
otherwise, we do not doubt that numerous cases of reflex 
paralysis from injuries to nerves would have been recorded. 

The various eflects produced upon the nervous system 
by gunshot wounds have received, it seems to ua far less 
attention and far less study than their interest and imports 
ance appear to call for. Among them are some which 
must clearly be classified with the results illustrated by the 
oases reported in this paper; but there are also others 
which are &r more numerous, in fact venr common, and 
which are mgnally exemplified on every battio-field. These 
have been more or less vaguely treated of as shock, com- 
motion, stupor, eta The lurger part of those who receive 
flesh wounds involving no important organ, are but UtUe 
affected at the time, or may even be unconscious <^ having 
been hit, and at all events exhibit no well marked imme- 
diate constitutional disturbance. In other cases, and par- 
ticularly in wounds of graver nature, the patient instantly 
falls senseless, and so remains during a few minutes or 
many hours, reviving again either completely, or suffering 
from a continued state of depression known as the result 
of shock, and marked by the usual features of great well- 
ness, feeble drculation, pallor, etc. In other cases these 
last named symptoms come on at once, and vvithout the 
intervention or accompaniment of unconsciousness. These 
very interesting states of system may be due, it seems to 
us, either to an arrest or enieeblement of the heart's action 
through the mediation of the medulla oblongata and the 
pneumogastric nerves, or to a general functional paralysis of 
the nerve centres, both spinal and cerebnd, or finally to a 
comMnation of both causes. Arrest of the heart move- 
ments is producible, as is now well known, by any violent 
irritant directly addressed to the trunks of the pneumo- 
gastric nerves, or to the medulla oblongata, and it is con- 
ceivable that sudi axL effect may be brought about by any 
yery severe ii\jury of an extemu parU In fact it has long 
been known that the sudden crushing of a limb in inferior 
animals will stop the heart or make it act slowly for a 
greater or less length of time. Now if we add to this M. 
Bernard's experiments^ in which he showed that irritation 
of the posterior roots of spinal nerves suddenly checks the 
cardiac motions for a time^ and that like irritation of the 
anterior or motor roots gives rise to no such result^ we 
shall be able to see how it is possible that a gunshot 
wound of a large limb may be competent to effect a like 
result We should remember, too, that in nearly all of 
these cases ther hemorrhage fi*om huige vessels, sudi as are 
usually opened by accidents of this nature, is sufiGid^it, 
even during syncope, to add to or deepen, so to q>eak, the 
e£Eects of the reflected nerve impression. Where small 
vessels only have been wounded this might not occur, but 
it is proper to state that men who have Men senseless at 
the mstant of the wound, frec^uently awaken after a time 
to find themselves drenched with blood. Supposing sudi 
an arrest of the heart movements to have taken place, a 
continuance of their stoppage, even for a brief period, 
would naturany eive rise to cerebral anaemia, pallor, uncon- 
sciousness, and the remaining phenomena of shock. 

Again, as we have said, a severe injury, as a gunshot 
wound of a Umb or the neck, may produce its enects of 
unconsciousness and loss of power, by greatly weakening 
or fof a time destroying vrith various decrees of complete- 



ness, the functions of all the nerve centres, and of their 
oonaucting cords. The influence of shook in thus causing 
temporary paralysis of nerve trunks is veiy weU known to 
every experimenting biologist Thus, after opening the 
spinal cavity, it is very common to discover that the sensi- 
tive nerves are for a tune unimpressible by stimuli But, as 
a ^neral thing, this is not so as regards the nerve centres 
within the skuU, which are rarely su disturbed by the ope- 
ration of uncovering them as to refuse all reply to imt»- 
tions. The majority of physicians will no doubt be dis- 
posed to attribute the diief share in the phenomena of 
shock in its various forms to the indirect influence exerted 
upon and through the heart There are, however, certain 
facts, which, duly considered, will, we think, lead us to 
suppose that in many cases the phenomena in question 
may be due to a temporary paralysis of the whole range 
of nerve centres, and that among these phenomena the 
cardiac feebleness may play a laiige part, and be itself in- 
duced by the state of the regulating nerve centres of the 
^eat circulatory organ. The loss of consciousness, and 
the appearance of a state outwardly resembling sync<^, 
prevent us in most cases from feeUng sure that the great 
nerve centres suffer ISBS of function primarily and not 
through want of nutrition fixHn feeble or arrested heart 
action. But there do exist certain cases, more rare it is 
true, in which singular affections of the nerve centres, other 
than those of the hearty occur as a consequence of wounds. 
These are weU described by L'JS^ouest, m his Surgery of 
the Crimean War, page 219, and, in somewhat varied 
shapes, must have been seen by all whp are familiar with 
the early history of gunshot wounds. The patients to 
whom we refer do not fall when struck, but become 
insanely excited or almost hysterical. The author abovo 
alluded to supposes that this form of nervous excitement 
occurs chiefly among those who are already excited by 
immediate conflict and who are actively eneaged. One 
well known instance has been related to one of the authors 
of this paper as having taken place in the Mexican War in 
1846. An officer of well known courage was wounded in 
the heel^ and was thrown at once into a state of alarm, 
which caused him t6 exhibit signs of the utmost trepida- 
tion. His character for courage was such that the favor- 
able verdict of a subsequent Court of Inquiry was scarcely 
needed. No cases, such as the above, or such as L'Egou- 
est has related, have been met with by us, so that they 
must be of very exertional occurrence ; yet as they show 
the possibility of cerebral disturbance, without preceding 
or accompanying feebleness of the heart, it is enough to 
prove that they do now and then take place. 

We are tempted to add the following case as a still bet- 
ter proof that cerebral disturbance, the Tesult of a shock 
other than traumatic, may give rise to the most profound 
prostration, vrithout any prolonged continuance of cardiac 
weakness : A well known Bpothecary m Philadelphia was 
making a mixture of certain medicines in a large mortar, 
when they exploded with such violence as to break the 
windows of the store, crack bottles and jars, and deeply 
indent the board on which stood the mortar. Both b^ 
and his assistant were thrown down. Both suffered rup- 
ture of the tympanal membrane of the right and left ears. 
The assistant felt no marked constitutional effects, and got 
well with good hearing, but with a constant buzzing in the 
left ear. The apothecary himself, of a more nervous tem- 
perament, and, perhaps, also because he was standing 
nearer to the point of explosion, was, he thinks, insenaiUb 
for a moment When seen by one of us a few minutes 
later, he was lying on a bed, with a pulse of rather remark- 
able strength, but now and then losing a pulsation, and 
altogether irregular as to rhythm, beating seventy one 
minute, and ei^ty the next His manner was excited and 
hysterical. He talked inoessanUy. and his Umbs were in 
continual agitation, with occasional twitching of the facial 
muscles. The tympanal membrane was split across in his 
left ear, and on the right side presented a triangular open- 
ing. He had no headache, but complained of tiie roaring. 
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hiflsiiig, etc^ whicfa seemed to be ecmroes of the uttnoet 

annoyance. Despite his desire to move about^ bis muscles 

were extremely feeble, and for twenty-four hours he was 

unable to walk without aid. He recovered readily ; both 

membranes healing completely, and his hearing none the 

worse for the acdoent 

(2b »< O imH mi$ a ,y 
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Tbb leading article in the April number of this journal is 
by J. Forsyth Mei^ M.D., etc^ of Philadelphia^ on Heart" 
Vlot at a Uatise of Death in Diphtheria, — Dr. Meigs believes 
tliat thrombi are something more than post-mortem clots, 
and r^)0rt8 three interesting cases of diphtheria in which 
be regards their formation as ante-mortem, and the direct 
oauie of death. The three cases occurring in his own 
practice lead him to the belief that the cases of sudden and 
unexpected death, taking place during apparent convales- 
cence from diphtheria, and supposed to be the result of ex- 
haustion or syncope, are examples of the kind he has 
described. In suggesting a cause of the coagulations, he 
refers to an opinion expressed a number of years ago by 
his father. Dr. Charles D. Meigs, concerning " the accidental 
formation of heart-dots in parturient women, as a result 
of s3mcopal conditions occurring in subjects who had 
already lost blood by hsmorrhage during or after labor,*' 
supposing the loss of blood to increase the coagulability of 
what remains in the sjrstem by the slow movements of the 
heart during the fiunting condition. He believes, how- 
ever, that in cases simikr to those he reports, "some 
peculiar change takes place in the constitution of the fluids 
or tissues more or less akin to that which gives rise to the 
exudation of the diphtheritic deposit on the mucus sur- 
laoes, which does, m certain instances, by an analogous 
power or action, induce the formation of coagula upon the 
mterior structures of the cardiac cavities." As we' are 
entirely ignorant of the particular variety of the disease 
in which we should anticipate the formation of these clots, 
the only directions for their prevention that can be given 
are, to make use of every effort to get rid of the disease as 
rapidly as possiblt. In regard to the question of recovery 
after a ooagulum has formed in the heart, the author is dis- 
posed to hope that in some rare instances nature may be 
able to effect a cure. In one of the cases reported an 
effort of this kind was being made, as shown by the irre- 
gular and broken appearance of the clot, indicating a pro- 
cess of slow diont^^Uon. This is in accordance with M. 
YnoHOw's theory of the disintegration of thrombi formed 
in the large vessels ; that they undergo a softening process 
from the centre outwards, which reduces them to '' a puri- 
form but not purulent substance," and the minute particles 
conveyed into the small vessels. 

II. — Neurcdgic AficOofu foUowing Injuries of Neroee, 
By J. Masov Wabrkiv, M.D., Surgeon to Uie Massachusetts 
General Hospital — Tne rational treatment of these affec- 
tions. Dr. Warren regards as based on the fact that their 
natural tendency is to recover, if we can keep the patient 
comfortable dunng the time necessary for recovery to take 
place, either by division of the nerve, or by ihe general or 
foeal use of narcotics, of which the nypodermic injections 
of morphia have the preference. He reports several cases 
ooourring in his practice, in wluch the injury seemed to 
have been in the tissues surrounding the nervous trunk 
ratber than the trunk itselfl In one ofthese cases the nerve 
was firmly g^ued to the surrounding tissues. These adhe- 
■ions being separated, perfect relief from pain followed, 
which, however^ returned in a diminished degree when 
oicatriaatioii again commenced. The pain was then con- 
txoQed for six moQthg by tho daily use of hypodermic 



Ejections e( morphia. Other cases illustrate the powerfbl 
effect of these injections, not only in reheving the pain, but 
in actually curing it. 

m.-^Swrgiea* Notm 0/ Came of Gtmehat Jt^riee occur*' 
ring dming ^e Advance of the Army of tk§ Oumberkmd t» 
ihe Summer of 1863. By J. Mosw, M.D., Surgeon U.S. Y., 
Medical Director. — These oases are arranged in a tabular 
form, and some of the most interesting are described some- 
what in detail. When gangrene app^tred, it was generally 
arrested by the application of escbarotks. Nitric acid, bro- 
mine, and the persulphate of iron were all used with advan- 
tage ; but bromine seemed best adiq[>ted to the greatest 
number of cases. Its application, though painful, should be 
thorough, even to the sound tissue after tne dough is care- 
fhlly separated. Glen^t>us diet, stimulants, etc, should not 
be neglected. Conservative sm^ry was as far as possiUe 
adopted, and generally with good results. 

IV. — A De&eription cfeome Inetaneee of the Paseage of 
Nerves acroee ihe Middle Line of the Body, By Jkffriis 
Wtmax, M.D., Hersey Prof, of Anatomy in Harvard Oel^ 
lege. 

V. — On the Disease produced hy Ms IHcJbtnta SpiraUs^ 
By William Esllbr, M.D., of Darmstadt, formeriy of Phi- 
ladelphia. — An interesting historical and descriptive account 
of this disease. But as the subject has been recently pre- 
sented to our readers, we shall not attempt any synopsis of 
this article. 

YI. — On the Major Amputations for Injuries in hoih 
OivU and Military Practice. By Jobn A. Lidbll, M.D., 
Surg. U.S. Y.^ in charge of Staunton Hoq>ital, W^ashington, 
D.C. — ^In this article Dr. Lidell advocates the practice of 
primary amputations, and gives many strong reasons for 
the support of his views. 

YIl. — Report of Oases of BbspiUd Oemgrme treated in 
Dovalass Hospital. Washingtony 1), G, By W iluam Tbomp- 
soN, M.D., Assist. Surg., U.S. A. — This disease was generated 
by want of pure air, and of strict police^ and an unscientific 
method of dressing the wounds, rancid ointments being 
used instead of the ordinary water dressing. By strict 
attention to cleanliness, improved diet, and careful dressing, 
the epidemic was checlced. There were two grades of the 
disease, one mild and characterized by ulceration of the 
tissues, the other rapid in its course, fatal, and distinguished 
by sphacelus of the invaded tissue. In treatment a' nou- 
rishing diet with tonics and stimulants was found to over- 
power the feeble digestive organs^ causing vomiting and 
diarrhoea. Hydrochloric acid gtt iv. and tinct opii gtt 
xvi. were then given every three hours, when the tongue 
became moist and clean, and the appetite returned suffi- 
cient to cause the patient to ask for and enjoy his food. 
The local treatment was at first the nitric acid, followed 
by an antiseptic wash. A solution of bromine in water 
was afterwards used, and found successfld when nitric acid 
had failed. 

Yin. — Observations upon One Hundred Cases of Inttr- 
mitteni Feverj in whid^ the Sulphate of dsychonia vxu us^ 
as a Substitute for Quinia. By A. Paul Tubnxb, M.D,, 
one of the Physicians to the Howard Hospital and Infir- 
mary for Incurables. — Of the cases as reported, 79 per 
cent, did not present a single paroxysm after the treat- 
ment commenced. The others, with one exception, reco- 
vered afler from one to three paroxysms. T'he smallest 
quantity given during a single intermission was five grains 
to a child two years of age, m doses of one and a half grains 
every hour, preceded by a mild cathartic of hydrarg. cum 
creta. The maximum quantity given during a single inter- 
mission was thirty grains to a female aged thirty years, in 
doses of five grains every two hours. The largest dose 
given at one tune was fifteen grains to a stout man, in 
whom the paroxysms were of unusual severity. After a 
brisk pur^tive the above dose, suspended in tmd iavand. 
CO. was ^ven three hours before the expected paroxysm, 
which did not return. It was generally administered in 
solution with some mineral add, or with tinct ferri ohlor. 
U.S. P. Nausea and vomiting followed its use in five 
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cases, and cephalalgia in six cases. As an antiperiodic he 
considers it fully equal to quinia. 

IX. — Miasmatic Typhoid Fever, By James Lkvicil M.D., 
one of the Physicians to Pennsylyania Hospital — In this 
paper the writer describes typhoid fever as sometimes 
associated with symptoms of well marked miasmatic remits 
tent fever, characterized by suddenness of attack, intense 
pNain in the head and back of the neck. periodicaJ remis- 
sions and exacerbations, and its amenability to quinine. 

X — Loss (Hysterical) of Speech and Bearing suceessju^ 
treated by the Inhalation of Ether, — Reported by James H. 
Hutchinson, M.D., one of the Physicians to the Episcopal 
Hospital. 

Verthro-Spincit Meningitis, By A. P. Morrill, M.D., 
of Memphis, Tenn. — A short account of the disease, as 
it appeared among the negroes brought to Memphis by 
the Federal army in. 1862. The only treatment from 
which he derived any benefit was the tincture of aconite, 
in such doses as to produce some degree of toxical effect, 
r^>eated every three hours, and its continuance for three 
or four days, with an occasional dose of calomel, and 
strong liniment to the spine. 

XI. — Case of Pott's Abscess of the Brain — T^rephifdng — 
Necrosis and Removal of the Right Parietal and Part of the 
Frontal Bones — Recovery, — Reported by H. Raphael, M.D., 
House Sui^on, Bellevue Hospital. 

XII. — Two Successful Cases of Ovariotomy performtd by 
A. DuNLAP, M.D., of Springfield, Ohio. Reported by J. C. 
Rebve, M.D., Dayton, Ohio. — ^Dr. Dunlap has operated 
upon nineteen cases, with a result of fifteen recoveries. 
The cause of death in one of the four fatal cases was 
hsmorrhage \ in one, peritoneal inflammation ; in one, con- 
gestion of the brain on the seventh day ; and in one debi- 
Uty on the tenth day.* This compares very favorably with 
the published statistics of the best European operators. 
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PRESCRIPTION WRITINa. 

The recent case of death at Yorkville in consequence of a 
mistake in compounding a prescription, to whidi we have 
already alluded in our editorial columns, and to which the 
correspondence of Dr. Stttblet, published in our last issue 
relates, should arrest attention. It is probable that the pre- 
scription, in this instance, was as legible as the penmanship 
of New York physicians ordinarily is, and that the drug- 
gist was the censurable party in the miun ; but the fact 
that, in the present mode of prescribing mistakes similar to 
that at Yorkville not unfrequently occur, sometimes pro- 
ducing the most melancholy consequences, should lead the 
profession to inquire whether there is not some remedy or 
some safeguard against this evil Only a^ few years ago, 
at one of the best known and best patronized drug stores 
in Broadway, the clerk "put up'* antim. tart, in place of 
antim. pulv., and as a consequence an interesting child 
with scarlet fever was vomited to death. At another store, 
powders containing poisonous doses of opium were dis- 
pensed, and the druggist, culpably remiss, gave no warn- 
ing, so that the victim, an infant, was [narcotized beyond 
recovery. Again, a liniment containing the most poisonous 
ingredients was administered to a child, through the fault 
of a physician or druggist^ or both, and immediate death 
was the result. These cases, among others, have been 
made-pubKc through the city prints, and almost every phy- 



sician in general practice is aware of instances which have 
fallen under his own observation, but which-few knew 
beyond the circle of those immediately interested, in 
which the lives of patients were hazarded, even if they 
were not lost by similar mistakes. 

Aside from the danger which attends the administration 
of a wrongly prepared medicine, the effect of such mis- 
takes is very bad, particularly as regards public opinion. 
Probably the proportion of these mistakes to the number 
of prescriptions dispensed is not greater than one to hve 
hundred, yet in consequence of the publicity given to some 
of them, a widespread fear, a distrust of the present system 
of prescribing and dispensing, pervades all classes of the com- 
munity. How often does the physician find that the medicine 
which he ordered the day before has not been given^ or has 
been given in reduced doses and at long intervals, through 
the fear that it was improperly prepared, and this, too, when 
it is very important, in order to arrest or control the disease, 
that the remedy should be given regularly ? How often, 
too, do we hear the wish expressed, through fear of these 
mistakes, that physicians would carry medicines with them, 
as is done in the country, or in smalter cities, or as was cus- 
tomary in New York in olden times? No doubt, the 
dread of being poisoned or injured by incorrectly prepared 
medicines operates as an inducement to the employment of 
irregular practitioners, who' provide their own remedies ; 
and yet, with proper care on the part of physician and 
druggist, and a proper relation between the two, the sys- 
tem of written prescriptions is as safe as any; since 
although there are two to ^make mistakes, there are also 
two to detect them. 

We purpose to mention some particulars, by attention to 
which on the part of physicians, the number of deplora- 
ble cases of &ta] errors will be materially diminished. 
We trust enough has been said in our former article in 
reference to the miserable 8[)ecimens of penmanship which 
can be seen at any of our retail drug stores. Druggists are 
often puzzled with prescriptions coming fi'om men eminent 
in the profession, prescriptions more resembling Egyptian 
hieroglyphics or the queer marks of a phonographer than 
the writings of educated men. For such penmanship there 
can be no excuse. 

There is another particular in which physicians are even 
more reprehensible, for it is the result of gross carelessness. 
There are many physicians in this city in large practice 
who rarely write the directions on prescriptions, or even 
the doses. The directions are given to the ftiends at heme, 
who in their grief or excitement frequently forget what is 
said, and as the druggist cannot enlighten them, the medi- 
cines are very likely improperly administered. It is so 
easy a matter to write full directions on prescriptions, and 
thereby prevent much mischief that any practitioner is 
censurable who neglects to do so. 

There is the greatest liability to mistake in the adminis- 
tration of medicines in those cases where several are sick 
in a family at the same time, as oflen occurs when con- 
tagious diseases are prevalent The medicine designed 
for one may be given to another. The German physi- 
cians avoid this risk by writing the name of the patient on 
the prescription, which is transferred to the label on the 
bottle. It would be well if all physicians would do the 
same. The physician cannot justify himself bv saying, that 
if such mistakes are made it is not his fault, but the 
fault of the family. It is his duty to remove as fkr as poe- 
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sible, the liability to mistakes, whether on the part of the 
druggist or the Mends of the patient 

Let him not only write plainly, but if necessary use the 
vulgar terms rather than the classic, if thereby he can avoid 
the danger of error. 



VOLUNTEER SURGICAL AID. 

There have been several occasions, during the progress of 
the present war, when the emergency created by great 
battles has demanded a large force of volunteer surgeons 
from civil life. After tlie second Bull Kun, Antietam, and 
Gettysburg battles, the calls made upon the country for 
immediate temporary aid were promptly responded to by 
large numbers. The need of supplementary aid is created 
by the immediate advance of our forces aQer a great battle, 
or the removal of the wounded from the field to a ddp6t 
unprovided with organized hospitals. In either case the 
wounded would remain temporarily without surgical aid 
were there not some reserve force to meet the emergency ; 
for the surgeons in the army are compelled to remain with 
their commands, and there is no adequate corps disen- 
gaged. 

Hitherto the call of GU)vemment for voluntary aid has 
resulted in an indiscriminate rush of medical men to the 
field, all doubtless animated by patriotic and philanthropic 
motives, but not all equaDy qualified to give the required 
aid. Many and serious were the complaints made against 
the conduct of the volunteer surgeons after the battles of 
Antietam and Gettysburg. It was alleged that they were 
incompetent, that they were negligent of the duties assigned 
to them, and that they visited the field firom curiosity rather 
than from a desire to serve the wounded. That many of 
these accusations were true we have no doubt, and we are 
not surprised that the volunteer surgeon feU into disrepute. 

To remedy this evil and still fiimish the required aid, we 
advocated the adoption of the following plan : — Let the Sur- 
geon-General of the United States invite the Surgeon- 
Generals of the different States to select a given number of 
reputable surgeons, who shall, when required, go to the 
designated place on temporary service. These, surgeons 
shall receive the pay of a surgeon of volunteers during 
their term of service, with transportation. Each surgeon 
shall be entitled to hye assistants, who shall each receive 
the pay of Act Assist Surgeons. If this plan were fully 
carried out, only the most responsible and best qualified 
surgeons would go to the field, and each would have a suf- 
ficient number of assistants to organize and administer 
effectively a hospital for 200 or 300 patients. 

This plan was adopted only in part. The State Surgeon- 
Generals were authorized to issue State Commissions to a 
given number of surgeons, who were to be placed on the 
same footing as Act-Assist Surgeons, having no rank and 
a minimum amount of pay. It is evident that this arrange- 
ment is but a slight improvement upon the former. It will 
not command the best surgical aid of the country. Sur- 
geons of high standing will, it is true, respond to the call 
from a sense of duty, but they must be few in number and 
their term of service will be brief. The recent demand for 
volunteers at Fredericksburg, Va., illustrates well the im- 
portance of the system which we have proposed. Within 
the brief period of a week four or five thousand severely 
wounded men were brought to that city, where there were 
but few surgeons to care for them. The number of qua- 



lified surgeons who volunteered to give aid was far too 
smaU, and those who went forward were not accompanied 
by the proper number of assistants. As a consequence sur- 
geons had to devote time to hospital details, and to slight 
dressings, that ought to have been given to the severely 
wounded. We believe that twelve surgeons, with a proper 
number of expert dressers selected by themselves, would 
have accomplished far more thanthe retinue of medical men 
and irresponsible nurses who visited t^e town. 
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Rational Medicine: Its Past and Present: Its Trub 
Rrlationb to Spbolllists, to the Partibaiis or Exclu- 
sive Systems, and to Empirics. By Timothy Childs, 
M.D., of Pittefield. 

This pamphlet, read at the annual meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society. May 19, 1859, contains a brief 
but eloquent review of tne history of medicine, with the 
improvements recently made in its various branches ; com- 
pares the present condition of the science with the past ; 
points out with carefiil discrimination how and to what 
extent the cultivation of specialties should be encouraged ; 
shows the fallacy of the numerical method ; and deals ably 
and severely with that fascinating, yet most consummate of 
all quackery, homoeopathy. 

Medical Logic : An Introductory Lecture to the Medical 
Department of the XJniversi^ of Michigan, Session of 
1863-64. By S. G. Armor, M.D., Professor of the In- 
stitutes of Medicine and Materia Medica. 

True medical logic consists in the inductive method of 
reasoning ; and hence the progress of the science must be 
necessaruy slow. Well observed and carefully studied 
facts form the only true guide for the medical logician. It 
is by departing from this course, and adopting ideas instead 
of facts for our data, that we become theoretical and vision- 
ary, sectional and narrow-minded. 

Death : Its Economy and Beneficence. An Address de- 
livered before the Medical Class of the University of 
Vermont, Tuesday Evening, June 9, 1863. By Henry 
M. Seely, M.D. 

An interesting essay on the necessity of death for the sup- 
port of life. Beginning with tie solid rock, the surface of 
which crumbles and dissolves under atmospheric influences, 
to give support to the humble Hchen, which in its turn 
dies, and, mm^ling with the disintegrating rock, forms a 
thin film of soil for tlie support of the next higher class of 
vegetation, we have presented to us the subject of death 
supporting throughout every degree of vegetable and ani- 
mal existence. 



An Address delivered before the Alumni Association 
or THE College of Physicians and Surgeons, etc. March 
12, 1863. By Wm. C. Roberts, M.D. 

This address pays a handsome tribute to the memories of 
the departed Alumni, and closes with a few congratula- 
tory remarks to the members of the graduating class. It 
is written in Dr. Roberts's usual elegant and gracefiil style. 

The Sunbeam and the Spectroscope. By Howard Town- 
send, M.D., Professor of Physiology and Materia Medica, 
Albany Medical College. Kead l^fore the Albany Insti- 
tute, Feb. 17, 1863. 

This pamphlet is an interesting discussion of the various 
discoveries in solar science since the time of Newton. The 
sunbeam is divided into three distinct principles, viz. light, 
heat) and actinism or the chemical ray. and the conditions 
under which each function is exerted iUustrated. 
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TURPENTINE IN HOSPITAL GANGRENE .♦ 

[To tbe Editor of the Amhuoan Mkoioal Tkios.] 
Sib: — Permit me to state to 70a my experience in the 
use of spiiits of torpentine in the treatmrat of ho^ital 
gangrene. Believing that the fre<^uent application of tur- 
pentine would meet almost all the mdications in the topical 
treatment of this disease, I have ventured on its use. It 
gives me pleasure to saj that my experience with the 
remedy has fulfilled my most sanguine expectations ; and 
my good opinion of it is further confirmed by uniform good 
results obtained from its use, where I liave elsewhere 
recommended it In conjunction with the sustaining con- 
stitutional remedies now m vogue, we apply the turpentine 
thoroughly every three hours into the wound; and where 
there are fistulous openings involving the wound, they are 
at the same time well injected with it, the wound, how- 
ever, being first cleansed with warm water and any of the 
ordinary disinfectants ; likewise where the fascise are in- 
volved, and are in the way of a thorough application of the 
remedy, they are dissected out. In the application of this 
remedy, though the wound may be perfectly saturated 
with it, little or no pain in most cases is cause d. The only 
precaution necessary is, to keep the turpentine confined 
within the limits of the wound, not permitting it to come 
in ocmtact with the skin adjacent to it : otherwise, and par- 
ticularly when the parts are excluded nrom the air, it causes 
pain, and may in time produce cutaneous inflammation, if 
not vesication. When the turpentine has been regularly 
used for a few days, the character of the wound becomes 
changed. The slouffh falls out, and the discharges become 
laudi3>le, leaving a dean basis, with an active tendency to 
granulation. At the same time, the constitutional symp- 
toms become more favorable. Fever has a tendency to 
subside, the appetite returns, pain disappears, the patient 
sleeps, and the countenance a^ain appears cheerful 

The therapeutical properties of spirits of turpentine, 
which make it. perh^, the most vnduable agent in the 
treatment of nospital gangrene are the foUowinff: — 1st. 
Its permeability. 2d. It is a ready solvent of the broken- 
down adipose tissue of the wound. 3d. It has local altera- 
tive, stimulating, and sedative effects. 4th. Its anti-zymo- 
tic properties. 5th. It is aDtisepUc and styptic. 6th. It is 
non-escharotic in its effects. It causes no immediate or 
chemical eschar, as do bromine, nitric acid, and some 
other remedies, which are often the means, unhappily, of 
the retention of vitiated secretion of the wound. 

With my most respectful submission of this brief com- 
munication to you, leaving it at your disposal. 

Yours, &c 

G. P. Haohxnbero, 

A. A, Swy. U.£LA. 

U.8. Oisr. Hosp. No. 1, Nashvillb, Tshk., Maaoh 80th, 1861 

^rmj anlr |iabj |ntdlijtutt» 

OBDEB8. CHANGES, ko, 

▲snomiBifTi. 

SuigeoD ^0h«rl68 If cMlllaa, U.8.Y., «8 member of the Army Medlcel 
BofMdM New York, for the exemi nation of AtaletMit-Siugoone of Yolon* 

Surfeon W. 0. Ottereon, n.S.Y., as Medioal Dtreetor, SOth Corps, Army 
of the Cumberlead. 

AsBistent-Sargeoa H. a Roberts, U.8.Y., to Chesapeake Hospital, Fort 
Monroe, Ya. 

SnrgeoB C. A. CewgUI, U.S.Y., as Sorgeon-in-charge, Foster Hospital, 
Newborn, N. C 

Aselstant-Snrgeon N. K, Olatfeltor, U.S. Y., to the Beserve Artlllerj, 9th 
ArmyCorpSk 

Aseistanl-SnrgeoA J. A. White, U.S.Y., to Camp of Transfer, New Or* 
leans, La. 

Bnrgeon C. "L. Alleii, U.8.Y., as Medleal Pnnreror, Department of the 
South, Hilton Head, sTo. 

* This ptfpsr waa reported to tke Surgeon OeaecaL 



Surgeon 8. D. Fkeeman, U.8.Y., as Mediesl Dlrsotor, Dlstriet of lewa, 
Sionx Citr, Iowa. 

Aaslstant^aigeon J. MoCnrdj, nj9.Yn ss Assistsnt Xedlesl Direotor 
14th Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 

Bnrseon James MoNnlty, U.8.T., to Fort Marof , N. IC, temponriljr aa 
Post Surgeon. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Charles A. MeQoesten, U.S.A., to Fort Wla- 
gate, N. M., as Poet Surgeon. 

Asttistant-Smgeon J. H. Shont, 1st CsTahry, N. IL Yok., to Foci Union, 
N. M., as Post Snigeon. 

Surgeon £. J. Whitney, U.S.Y., aa Chief Burgeon Ezpedttloa acalBsk 
Northern Apaohes. N. 11. 

Surgeon 8. W. Jone^ U.S.Y., to report to Ifi^Jor-Oeneral Bhexmaa, U*. 
Tislon of the Mississippi. 

AssistantiSaigeon uTS. Goodman, UjS.Y., as Snigson-la-Chis^ M Dl- 
vUdon, 90tb Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 

Burgeon B. B. Bdinlts, U.S. Y., to ^eoial duty with tke ProTOit-Mankal* 
General of Ohia 

DISOHABOn, DI8MI8SAI8, HO. 

Prirate Aaron Gleason, lOlst Co., 9d Battalion, Yetenm Beserve Oens^ 
honorably discharged, to enable him to aooept the positioa of Acting Aa- 
dstant-Surgeon. 

Medioal Cadet A. P. Esselbom, U.8.A., honorably dlscfaaiMsd to aoaept 
the commission of Assistant-Surgeon in a regiment of Ohio vols. 

Medical Cadet Charles H. Weaver, U.aA., honorably disoharged at hll 
own request. 

Buigeon Frederick Seymour, U.8.Y., dismissed by sentence of Geoaril 
Court-Martial, Special Ordera No. 81, oorreat series^ Departasent of tha 
Cumberland. 

Assistant-Burgeon John a Fruit, 64tk Peansytranla Yols., homuMf 
dischsrged to accept a oonunission ss Surgeon of another regiments 

BBSIONATIONS. 

Assistant-Surgeon Boberts Bartholow, U.B.A., to tske effset May 14, 
1864. 

ApponrmzTTB. 

J. E. Cobb and J. L. Linsley, U.S.A., Wm. Chard, W. H. C. John* 
son, D. 8. Bolslnger, F. A. Baldwin, H. N. Mycat, £. D. Melntaah, 
and J. A. Moynhan, U.B.Y^ snd J. T. Simpson, of Massachusetts, to be 
Hospital Stewards U.S.A. 

OBDKBS. 

Assistant-Burgeon Gerhard Baal, U.B.Y., will proceed to Columbus, O., 
and report for dn^ to ttie Commanding General, Northern Department. 

Burgeon James D. Btrawbrldge, U.8.Y., is relieved from duty ss Exa- 
mining Bnrgeon of Recruits at Harrlsburg, Pa^ and will report in per- 
son to the Commanding General, DepMtmeat of Ylrglala and North 
Carolina. 

Bnrgeon George Kez, U.8.Y., Is relieved from duty at GenersI Hoa- 
pltal, Chester. Pa^ and will report to the Commanding GoMfal, De- 
partment of Missouri. 

Asslstant-Suigeon Theodore Artaad, U,8.Y^ is reHered from da^ at 
Benton BarracM, Mo., and will report in person to the Burgeon-Qene- 
ral for assignment to tety. 

**Vin BATTLB.** 

Lsrge Depots and Field Hospitals for the wounded have been esta- 
blished at Belle PhUn and Fredericksburg, Ya. Those at Frederickv 
bnrff are in charge of Burgeon K. B. Dalton, U.8.Y., and at Belle Plain 
in cnarge of Lleutenant-Colonol J. M. Cuyler, Medical Inspector U.S.A. 
]h^vlous to, and awalUng the battle, extensive preparations were made 
for the reception, care, and comfort of the wounded, so that in Waah- 
ingtoo, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York, a vacant bed Is ready 
for every wounded man. Of course, a large number of aeveie eaaea 
must remain in Yirginia until they are able to travel They are arriv- 
ing at Washington rapidly. All skulkcrt are sent badi to the flroat 
Immediately upon receipt of intelligence of the locality of the wounded, 
immense supplies were forwarded, with a large number of Army Sur- 
geons, Cooks, and Nurses. In addition to these Acting Burgeon-Gene- 
ral J. K. Barnes has also gra ited, up to noon. May 14^ passes to 71 
volunteer dtizen-physicians who offered their services, and to 878 nnrset, 
also volunteers. The names of the physiciana are aiqpended ; In many 
cases their ftoll names are not known. 

FaoM Naw Tobx.— Dra. Yanderpoel, Seymour, Selmana. DetaMiM, 
Hamilton, Gurdon Buck, Stephen Smith, nnnell, H. B. Bands, Wolcott, 
Walser, E. Harris, E. Mead, Qoodale, E. W. Abbott, J. M. Camochan, 
J. R. Wood, Markoe, Donaghe, Alcot, £. Yondersmith, Booth, T. G. 
Barton, Johnson, and Kraokowizer— SS. 

Fbom Ybbmoitt. — Dr. Woodwabd^I. 

¥w>H MASSAonusRm.— Drs. Ordway, Psga, Treadwell, Blgelow, J. B. 
Taylor. A. H. Blanchard, F. Winser, A. Coolldge, Alfred wtchooek, J. 
a Harris, M. C. Greene, A. Millett, W. D. I^mb, F. Lehmd, B. T. B. 
Goodwin, 0. O. Davis, and E. B. Pierson— 17. 

Fbom rENKS)'LVAMiA.»DT«. Coffey. Mowry, MoCook, Qodge, ChlH 
McKeonsn, H. F. Martin, J. Rowland, D. N. Rankin, D. D. Kennedy, 
J. £. Shaeifor, J. K. Yan Kirk, James King, Wallaee, Hunter, Hanrta, 
Bt Chilr^eed, Bavery, Blood, Cook, Elllria, and Bracket 

Fbom Distbict Columbia.->-H. Yon Tsffen and C. Mas<tt. 

Fbom Nbw Jbbsbt.— Drs. Corson and Hodge. 

Fbom Ikdiaiia.— Dr. Clipplnger. 

MtSCBLLAHBOITa. 

Immediately after the late battle on Bed River, Assistant Smgeoii- 
General Wood despatched the U. 8. Hospital Transports ''R. a Wood" 
and ** C. McDougair to the scene of action, loaded with plentifril sup- 
piles of medicines, stores, and comforts for the wounded. 

Burgeon A, B. Mott, tJ.B Y., has been ralleved tnm duty aa member 
of the Army Medical Board now In session at New York for the ex»* 
mination of Assistant-Burgeons of Ycriunteers. 

Offlcera whose wounds will not permit ttiem to rdoln their regi- 
ments in a less period than thlr^ days will be granted leave to go 
home for treatment 

Those whoso wounds are sllsht will be sent to Annapolis, Md., and 
as soon ss fit for servloe will be so reported to the AqJataat-GeBa iB l 
by the Medical Director, who will also mve an order to the offloer to 
n^oliihisreglaeat 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 
Tb> New York Acadhit or M edioini unS hold itt regu- 
lar m«etittg on Wednetdag Evening, June 1«(. Db. Jobh 6. 
Adamb vn& read a Memoir of our laU FWow, Jacob Har- 
■M, M.D., a/ltr uAtcA T. B. Oukkino wi3 preient a few 
etuei of Fracture of the Lower Jaw, vjith kit appUanea for 
trea^nent. 
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(latnthm. The delepl* maj pmaot biB nniebar rrom tlia fjccreUrr. 
DtaMalM tWirlte lo-«ad "p^w^ «»«)■•, « memoln" will »nd .torlj 
tha Utla and tlma nqolrad to nad Uum. Tba ConiolttM vlM b« \a 
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The Three Best Tonics, 
IRON, PHOSPHORUS, CALISAYA, 

SUIftiUTBBdelMaDUr«omblnadlBao*mb*P4ol<indoocdlBl, tnB*|ianit 
to th« an, daitaCna to tba taat^ Bbd aiwpUbl* to tba iiitam. 
Tb* niifBMliin m nqnoatad to uamliM am beaalUnl mmbliiatlim of 



CASWELL, MACK & CO.'S 
FERR0-PHO8PHORATED ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARK. 
CASWKUk MACK * CO., FbdiIIt Cbamlata, 

^^ UBdH Flftb ATaoD* HoleL 



Dr. Heniy D. Noyes has removed to 
fl) Uaditan Arantie, betwaen ITth ud nib MnsA. 

Dr. Frank H. Hamilton has removed 
bh ofllo* and r^dwMw to H MadlKHi ATCBoa. 



Wm. Frothingbam, M.D., late House 
Barpno aod PhyaldaB, BallaTna BonlM, oor. ISWi it, wd lIMk 
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The "Fifth Avenue Pharmacy," 

No. 167 FIFTH AVE. (BET. Slw AM) S3d 8TS.X 

HEW TOBK. 

JOHN CANAVAN, Pharmaeetttitt. 



American Medical Association.— The 
ISOt AbbubI Meeting Of tha ■■Anuour Hidical AuooiinoM' 
will be bald at Imng Hafl. eonar of IBlh (L Bad IrrlBa Plaea, In tba 
dlj tt New York, oommaDdBC on Taaadaj, June I, l»A, at 10 o'tloek 

aulDO FUBMAN.M.P, StertUry. 



DA COSTA'H 

MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS. 

JVBT PDBLISQBIH 

UEDIQ&L DIAGNOSIS : WITH SPECUL REFERENCB 

TO PRACnCAL BBDICINE. 
A Guide to Qye Kuowlodg* »nd DitcrimiDttion of DiacMea. 

Br J. It S& 008TA, VS., 

LMtun oa OlBleal Uadlalna and PbTdolaa to tba PblladalpbU 

BoatXtil, tin. tt*. 

JlhMrattd mtk Nvmtrout ingramngt. 

OnaToUSro. W>.00. 



Dr. Jerome Kidder's Improved Elec- 
TRO-MEDIGAL APPARATUS receWed tba premlom otbt all 
otben In oompetltloii at tha lata Iklr of tba Ameiioan lostltnu; and 
tba aam* bu baan awarded It at all bin whareTer (iblblled. 

Wa bare cha bIgbrBt leatlmonlBla tegardlag thia maeblna from Prot 
Bllllman and man; olber tdentlfle men. 

Tbia mielilDa la naed by tbe pnotltlanan 1b Haw Toik isd otba 
plaoaa wbararar It la koowB. 
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VACCINE 

Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
moat nll>bl«,iiaedbr tbalaadCigpbfiloIuM^ tUaot^; potnpla 
tbe beU form foi tnuumlaalaD to uf nut of tbe world. PriCM— aburla 
lobe. TS Ota.; tbrea, %% alngle cUff^ o/dgbtb-ilBT ly^lp^ on pointed qBlUt, 
le ota; flftwD pulnta, fl ; tingle ehaise. ob eunvei turllwe oT Beotlun ot 
qnlLL W eiBi ; ten, |1. Cntuftom (I to IS, (ooonllB« to welgbL 
A new aloek of tiocIim on band, Mb/ lltb; two remuTe* from (be 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 
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OEOBeS TXEHAKN ^ CO. 

Ifanufacturerg of Surgical Instru- 

iUL MENTS, Ac 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 

OTTO A REY^DBRS, 
ICAnofootoren and ImporteTB of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

64 (late) 58 Chatham Street, New York. 

The TarioQB BpllntA for Horbas €k>xarlua, Abdominftl Supporters, Shoulder- 
bracee, StocUogs for Varicose Yeln^ Electric Machines, Ear-Trumpets. 
Fracture Splint^ Crutches, Syringes, Enenoas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, etc 



A rtificial Legs and 

^ni Anns. Selpho's Patent The best sub- 




^•1- Arms. Selph< 

•tltates for lost limbs the world of science 
has ever invented. (Established S4 years.) 
Oui be had only of 

WM. SELPHQ, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Send for pamphlet 016 Broadway. N. T. 

N.B.— A Silver Medal Jusf awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Instltate for the best Artificial Limbs. 

t. Regis Water, from \Massena 

SPRINGS, St Lawrence Co.,- N. T. These waters are richly im- 
pregnated with medicinal salts, possessing singnhir virtues as remedial 
agents in tb^ treatment of the following complaints : — Cutaneous ^up- 
tions, Kheumatism, Bcroftila, AlTections of tne Sidneys, Hysteria and 
all Female Irregularities, Constipation, Piles, etc 

MoCOBD A PLNE, Propridori, 

Massena, N. T. 
General Agency, 868 Bowery, oor. Fourth st^ N. Y. dty. The bottled 
waters may be had from all respectable Drugglsbk 
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F Y L E ' S 

€OII€£lVTRATC]> FLUID ISA«J«CSIA 

Is earnestly and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
superior article. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen erains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst* possessing vastly increased 
medicinal proiH^rtiea, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
artido of Foreign or domestic manufacture. As a corrector of acidity, an 
invigorating tonic, and safo aperient In all disorders of the digestive organs, 
it is without a rival, and has elicited unqualified approbation. 

PYLE it BKOTHER, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
FOR SALE BY 
JA8. a ASPINWALL, 86 William St, N. Y. 

BCHIEFFELIN BK0THEK8 A CO.rwiUiam, cor. BeekmanSt, N. Y. 
CASWELL, MACK & CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y> and Newport S. L 
UEGEMAN & CO., Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway. N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and AtlanUc Sts., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, eor. Gates and Yonderbllt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
' F. BROWN, cor. Filth and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia. • 
H. C. BLAIR, cor. Eighth and Walnut St&, PhUadelphia. J 
WYETH A, BROTHER, UU Walnut St, Philodolpbia. a 
w And by ]>riigicl«to s®nerally4 J 



WADE ft FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY H0SPITAI4 

Manu&etnre and Lnport all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIAlTOBS, 

SYRINGES, nCn 
85 FutUm Hreet, New York. 
W. A F. begjeave to call the attention of the FSenlty to the latest and 
most COMPACT genenl operating case, which thev have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. James R. Wood, a fall description of which will be 
forwarded upon application. Also, Dr. Lewis A. Sateb^s improved out- 
door Splint for MoKBus CoxABiva. Directions for meamrements wiU be 

forwarded when requested. 

I X^er&neei.'—JjLMwa R Wood, M.D., Lewis A. Satbx, M.D., Swuu 
Smith, M.D., B. F. Bachb, M.D., U.S.N. 
PRICED CA7AL0GVE8 WILL BE SENT TO AITT ADDRESS, 

t^^ Agents for Jowott's Artificial Lmibs, which are superior to aU 
others. 

Sole Agents for ^ Ferminichs Irritation Instrument** Price $8.00. 



A Fine Opportunity for a Surgeon. 
— Dr. Swinburne, of Albany, N. Y., recently appointed Health 
Ofl^cer to the Poet of New York, offers his fine rebidenoe in that city 
tnr sale for its market value, without any extra charge for its being an 
establisheii )»lace of surgical business. The house is provided with all 
the modern improvements, is nearly new, and built by the Doctor for 
bis own oonreuience, and henoe Is well adapted to tbe wants of a 
physician or surgeon. There is probably no more eligible location for 
an aspiring young surgeon who is disposed to work his way in the 
world than this, and for a surgeon oL reputation an excellent oppor* 
tunlty for a good location for practising his profeasion. He bos also a 
oommodions stable attached, which may be purchased If desired. 

Fot reference please address Mr. E. Bleeker, 6B Eagle st, Albany, or Dr. 
John Swinburne, Quarantine, Staten Island. 

The "Elixir of Calisaya Bark"— 

JL was introduced to the notice of the Faca Ity in 1880, by J, MUkau^ 1h€ 
BoU In/omtor. None of those numerotis firms were In existence, who, rather 
than give a new name to anew article, have found it more convenient with- 
in a lew years to appropriate the above extensively known title : it Is there 
fore presumable that physieiaas in prescribing, as trtc over tnlrtv years, 
have reference solely to the onginal article came by J. Miuiav i Son. 

Also^ the CHALYBEATE ELIXIR OF OaLISAYA BARK (copy- 
righted), being the above pre(>aration with the addition of two gndat o 
the ee'\e\>nX«a PvrophoejAate <^ Iron to eaoa wineglassAil. 

Sole agencv for Fbbmou ABturioiAL Eyes from too leading Paris manulho- 
tnrsr. Single eyes to order. Sets of 190 for oculists. 

J. MlLAAU d. SOK, 

Druf^sts and Pharmaceutists, 188 Broadway, N.Y^ near Cortlandt st 
Either agents for or importers of all tho French medldnes and fine pre- 
parations in vogue. 
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r. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 

MENT at FLORENCE, MASS. (near Northampton), is pleasant- 
ly situated in a healthy moanuin resion, amply supplied with the poreet, 
softest, and coldest granite water. Shady walks and drives, with pleasant 
views all around ; bowling alleys; boats ; billiard table ; pianos ; gymnas- 
tics * several hundred feet of covered piazzas ; rooms all light and olrv ; 
diet plain, but nourishing, abundant and well prepared ; the whole of nie 
Institute miUiaged with core, order, and neatness. Dr. Mundo, though the 
oldest diboiple of Priessnitx, and one of the first writers on his system, 
does not claim for it a greater scope tlian really belongs to it ; but as a 
healthy Branch of the Healing Art based entirely upon pbyslologioal 
pinclples, he considers It well worth tne attention or the Profession, who 
ouirbt not to confound the good cause with its many bad advocates. 
For Terms, etc, apply as above. 

Vaccine Virus from Kine. — One crust, 
10 quills, and one capillary tube, one dollar each. 
This virus is free from syphilitic or other totnt Is derived Ihnu 
selected healthy country kIne. Is powerful and satladToctory. It is pre- 
ferable to that in conomon use. 

Address EPHRAIM CUTTER, M.D., 

Wobnm, "' 
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?or Sale : Anatomical Museum.-^A 



-L very complete and valuable collection. In fine order, comprising a 
large number of wax preparalloos made expressly for tne owner by 
Towne, of Qoy^s Hospital, London, and papier mAcb^ preparations manu- 
&ctnred by the best French and Enj^rnsh artists. Tne whole collection 
will be sold cheap. A rare opportunity for medical colleges. Can be seen 
at tbe New York Medical College building. No. 90 East Thirteenth street, 
N. r. For permit to view, andffor terms, apply to 

GEOitGE DOUGLAS, 

No. 16 WUllam sL N. Y. 
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o the Medical Profession. — ^Dr. J. 

PARIGOT, late Commirsloner in Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
fessor of the University of Brussels, offers to consult with Gentlemen 
of the Profession, and to ^ve advice on Mental Disorders and Medloo- 
L^^l Cases. 
iA>rrespondenee can be addressed to tbe care of 

<y Bailukbs Bbutucks, 620 Broadway, N. Y. 



TEBm OF THE AICEEICAM MEDICAL TDCSS. 

City and Canadian Subscribers, $8.50 per annum, payable in advonoo. 

Mail Subscribers, $8 per annum, imyabie in advonuo. 

Remittances must accompouy an order for the Journal. 

The Publishers will not bold themselves responsible for the loaa of 
moneys inclosed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the 1st of Jonnoiy and 
July ; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

Tliose who desire to havo the series complete can be supplied with the 
back numbers at tbe original subscription price. 

The last volume, nicely bound In cloth, may be had at the office, for fdOQ, 
and free by mail for $3.82; dotU cases for binding may be hod at the oflSee 
fMT 96 cents, and free by mall for 84 cents. 

%* Tna Mkuioal Timbs Is published every Saturday morning, and 1» 
transmitted direct by moll throughout every section of the countiy. As a 
medium for immediate oommunicailon with the medical profession of tha- 
United States, it otters unsurpassed facilities to those desiring to advertisa 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical Appliances, Instruments 
of every kind. Drugs and Medldnes, etc, etc 1 be following termsr'of 
truisient advertisements may be modified by special contract for perma- 
nent Insertion: 

% column, or less, each Insertion «1 00 

^ "^ - 180 

itf ** - 800 

1" •* TW 

A deduction of 10 per cent is nwde for InaertloDik 
M 26 ** ** *^ 18 ** 

« so M U H 20 •• 

•• 86 •* *• *» 63 « 

Communications should bo addressed ** Offlce American Medical Tlm«*» 
eao Broadway, N. Y.*" BAILUERE BROTHERS, 

PubUehere and Propriei»re» 
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PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF VENEREAL DISEASES: 
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SPERMATORRHCEA, 

Binco ▲ 

LECTURE DELIVERED AT THE COLLEGE OF 

PHYSICIANS AKD SURGEOKS 

DURINO THE SESSION OF 1863-4, 

By WILLARD PARKER, M.D., 

pxomsoB or thx puxoxplis akd pbaoticx of bvbokbt akd suvoioal 

PATHOLOay. 

Gentlemek : — I propose to offer you a few remarks upon 
the subject of spermatorrhoea, because I am convinced of 
the importance of your understanding something concerning 
the characters of this common and oftentimes vexatious 
malady. Spermatorrhoea may be defined as an involuntary 
discharge or semen, associated with dreams, and of course 
occurring at night I shall consider the subject under two 
heads. First I shall refer to that form which occurs in 
full health, and is the result of ^ purely physiological con- 
dition of the system. Under the second head I shall con- 
sider that form which is the result of exhaustion of the 
nervous system, associated with a local irritation in the 
prostatic portion of the urethra. This local difficulty is 
denominated irritable urethra, in contradistinction to ure- 
thritis or an inflammation of that canaL 

First, as regards the spermatorrhoea of health. In order 
to supply the physiological wanfs of the system we have 
given us certain appetites. For example : — Individual life 
must be preserved, and we have hunger: the species must 
be taken care of and propagated, ana we have sexual 
desire. When the stomach desires food the vessels of the 
great <cul de sac, as well as those of the cardiac orifice, be- 
come congested, and the sensation which is thus produced, 
the desire for food,cannot be appeased until something eatable 
is actually placed into the stomach. If the person goes to 
bed hungry this sensation, reflected to the brain, will cause 
him to dream of eating, and during his sleep he will make 
away with many a palatable dish and many'a dehcious viand. 
The occurrence of seminal emission, during sleep, can be 
explained in the same manner. The natural desire for 
sexual intercourse not being indulged in, causes a plethora 
of the seminal vessels, the sensation is referred to the 
brain during sleep, when it is least able to resist such im- 
pressions, and the imagination easily manufactures a dream 
to suit the emergency. If a person indulges more or less 
regularly in intercourse with a female, as in married life, 
the necessity for these emissions does not exist. I believe 
the great mass of men, after arriving at full puberty, have 
these emissions more or less frequently, the average being 
about once in from two to four weeks. If a person^s sys- 
tem is any way overtaxed he is not so liable to be subject 
to these emissions as if he were in the enjoyment of health- 
ful leisure and fidl diet It is strictly a physiological pro- 
cess, as is shown from the fact that the nervous system is 
thereby simply relieved rather than deprened. This, how- 
ever, is not the case with the pathological spermatorrhoea, 
which we shall next consider. 

When this flow of semen is very frequent, and is at- 
tended with symptoms of impairment of health, then it 
comes to be a disease. 

The causes of this disease are both predisposing and ex- 
citing. Under the head of predisposing causes I may men- 
tion that some systems, are more prone to suffer from it 
than others ] for instance, we meet with it most commonly 
in the nervous and lymphatic temperaments. 

The exciting causes may be summed up under the fol- 
lowing heads :~1. Masturbation ; and I may say in pass- 
ing, that the earlier this habit is begun the more serious 
will be the conseijuences. 2. Excessive venery. 3. Occu- 
pation of the mmd by lascivious subjects and improper 
associations, i. Hsemorrhoids and constipation. 5. Asca- 
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rides. 6. Eczema, with its attendant itching. 7. Stricture 
of the urethra ; and 8. Full bladder. 

The symptoms, too, natu^y divide themselves into local 
and constitutional 

The local symptoms are few ; you have of course the 
emission, and, besides, there is considerable pain in the 
situation of the caput gallinaginis, as is proved by 
the introduction of an instrument When the instru- 
ment passes through the prostatic portion of the urethra, 
the suffering is sometimes intense, actually causing the pa- 
tient to scream out It will be found, too, in almost every 
case, that, if the finger be introduced into the rectum while 
there is at the same time a bougie in the urethra and the 
prostate compressed, there will exist there an undue 
sensitiveness, and that sensitiveness will be found to extend 
upwards and backwards to the vesicular seminales. The 
constitutional symptoms are as follows : General prostration 
of the whole nervous system, manifested by an aversion to 
physical and intellectual exertion ; a dull pain in the back 
and front part of the head ; also pain in the loins, feebleness 
of the memory, paJlor of the fUce, more or less of a sunken 
eye, skin quite cold, hands and feet clammy, capillary cir- 
culation feeble, aversion to society, hypochondriasis, indi- 
gestion, and constipation. The urine is often copious and 
watery, of low specific gravity, 'feeble acid reaction, and 
loaded with phosphates. Sometimes in the urine there are 
found spermatozoa. In the evacuation of the bowels, espe- 
cially if they are constipated, the pressure of the faeces 
upon the vesicuke seminales squeezes out a fluid which the 
patient regards as pure seminal juice ; it is, however, mostly 
an excess of secretion firom these vesiculae seminales, there 
being usually but a few spermatozoa contained in it The 
immediate cause of this abnormal flow of semen is due to 
the very irritation which is present at the termination of 
the ejaculalory ducts, and excites the secretion of the tes- 
ticles. W^e see this principle illustrated very often in the 
case of irritation of Steno's duct, the secretion of the parotid 
gland being largely increased in consequence. Agam, if 
any irritating substance be taken into the stomach and 
passed undigested into Uie duodenum, we know that not 
unfrequently An excessive flow of bile is induced, which 
gives rise to the very common domplaint, cholera morbus. 
And after all, gentlemen, what is this cholera morbus due 
to ? The irritating substance, as it passes down the duo- 
denum, comes in contact with the opening of the ductus 
communis, and an irritation is produced there ; that irrita- 
tion is reflected to the gland, which in this caae is the liver, 
and the superabundance of bile is thrown out, and vou have 
the cholera (the flow of bile). The irritation at the caput 
gallinaginis being the cause of the spermatorrhoea, you 
will of course be prepared to appreciate the value of the 
local appUcations to tnese parts which are made use of for 
the cure of the difficulty. 

The diagnosis of the affection is, in the main, not diffi- 
cult the patient being generally only too willing to tell you 
of m his troubles. 

Now, Gentlemen, we come to speak of the prognosis. 
I may say that ordinarily the prognosis is good, more espe- 
cially when the patients are made aware of the character of 
the difficulty, and take, proper measures to overcome it 
But if the causes still remam and are not properly looked 
after, the system becomes enfeebled both intellectually and 
physically, the whole character of the individual is changed, 
the true objects of life become perverted, and a goodly 
number of these become the subjects of our lunatic asylums, 
either as confirmed hypochondriacs, maniacs or idiots. 
Understanding, then, that one of the most fruitftd causes of 
pathological spermatorrhoea is Masturbation, we can com- 
prehend how it is that this vicious habit becoming more 
and more confirmed, drags down the nervous system into a 
condition which amounts to a species of insanity. 

I am quite certain that a very large proportion of these 
cases can be saved from such a sad condition if the subjecta 
be fully apprised of Ae danger and injury of such a de- 
basing habft, and occupy the epefgies of their mind in pro- 



266 American Medical Tlme< NOEGGERATH ON DISEASES OF FEMALES. 



Ja&e 4, 1S€4. 



per intellectual pursuits, and their bodies in vigorous out- 
door exercise. I may say, in passing, that all kinds of 
treatment and medication, without the above course, are 
comparatively inoperative or unavailing. 

Sometimes connected with spermatorrhoea there is im- 
pwrment of the vigor and force of the generative capacity, 
and patients often m this depressed condition of the system 
fieill into a state of mind which is mono-maniacal upon the 
subject of virility. Every surgeon must be more or less 
teased by this class of patients, some of whom will not be 
convinced as to the error under which they are laboring. 
But of this we shall speak more in detail as we proceed. 

Having, then, duly considered the different cnaracters of 
this disease, we shall be prepared to study its treatment. 

{Tobs conUnued.) 
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REPORT OF 
SIXTY OASES IN PROP. NOEGOERATH'S CLINIC 

FOR DISEASES OF FEMALES, AT THE N. Y. 

MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

WITH BEMARKS 

Bt 0. C. TERRY, M.D. 

The following tabular statement presents the character and 
frequency of the diseases observed in these cases : — 



Infaffldent deTelopme&t of the 

uteras f 8 

SnperinYolation 8 

BuDinvolntlon 1 

£Ddoinotrltis 6 

Perimetritis 8 

Metritis 6 

Ovaritis « 

Ovarian erst 1 

n vdromemt 1 

Fibroid tamor 8 

Ouicer uteri 3 

Anteflexion 6 

Betroflezion 4 

Antevereion ' 3 

Lftteroversion 5 

Betrovereion 8 

Descensus ateri 8 

Prolapsns " 3 

Constriction of cervical canal. ... 3 

Cervical catarrh 7 

Inflammatory hypertrophy of 

cervix 1 

Follicular hypertrophy of cervix. 1 
Erosions, excoriations, and granu- 
lations of the os 9 



Uterine hflpmorrhage 4 

Amenorrhcsa 5 

Dv8menorrh(Ba 14 

y Icarioos menstraation 3 

Sterility 8 

Epilepsy 1 

Hysteria 1 

AnsBmia 8 

Chlorosis 3 

Yaginal catarrh ^. 3 

Vulvar catarrh 3 

Yulvo-vaginal catarrh 1 

Pruritus vulvflB 3 

Cystocele 3 

Catarrh of Cowper^s glands.. 1 

Abscess of recto-vaginal septum.. 1 
Varicose dilatation of pelvic veins 1 

Cystic catarrh 8 

Cutaneous nauralgia 3 

Infhi-mammary pain 10 

Mammary secretion '. 1 

Secondary syphilis 3 

Cerebral congestion Arom scanty 

menstruation 1 

Fluctuating abdominal tumor.... 1 



INSUFFIOnCNT DEVELOPMENT OF THE UTERUS — EPILEPST. 

L Margaret C, »t. 21 years, native of Scotland, unmar- 
ried. Menstruation commenced at 15, and occurred three 
times at regular intervals of a month, then entirely disap- 
peared, and remained absent nearly three years. Recom- 
menced at 18, and continued a year with no nervous dis- 
turbance. Epileptic attacks then made their appearance at 
irregular intervals, commencing with muscular spasms in 
the right hand, the aura passing thence to the head. Nau- 
sea and intense cephalalgia continued more than an hour 
after the momentary attack. From the first the menses 
were exceedingly scanty, being a mere ** show," with a 
great deal of dysmenorrhoea, continuing but three days at 
the most. A moderately firm hymen closed the posterior 
two-thirds of the ostium vaginae. The uterus was little 
more than the prepuber^ size, very movable, the cervix pro- 
jecting into the vagina, and presenting the characteristic 
nipple shape. The sound entered the narrowed canal of 
the cervix with difficulty, and showed the dimensions of 
the uterine cavity contracted in all its diameters. The 
most constant symptoms were cephalalgia of the rieht side, 
and shifting pains in the lumbar and right iliac regions. 

n. Helen B., aet. 26, native of New York, has been mar- 
ried eight years, but without becoming pregnant She 



began to complam of vague symptoms soon after marriage, 
expressing her condition as " feehng poorly." Constipation 
and tympanites were specially distressing. Menstruation 
commenced at about 16^ and continued at regular intervals; 
but the duration was short, usually 8hly half an hour, and 
the quantity inconsiderable. The uterus was found healthy 
but of smaU size, movable, with a nipple-shaped cervix and 
minute os externum. A considerable and constant pain in 
lie abdomen had existed almost since marriage, and the 
quantity of urine voided was excessiyiely increased before 
and aft/cr the menstrual discharge. 

III. Mary C, est 23, unmarried. Menstruation com- 
menced at 18, and continued at regular intervals of about 
foiur weeks, lasting but two or three days at the most, 
merely a show. From the first she has suffered great dys- 
menorrhoea, so that at each period she " would rather be 
dead." Added to this were cephalalgia^ dizziness, back- 
ache, pain of a burning character in the hypogastrium and 
left iliac region. The patient was a stout, plethoric servant 
^rl, accustomed to labor, but of late unable to retain a Situ- 
ation on account of her frequent illnegs and incr Asing stu- 
pidity. She was also subject to habitual constipation. The 
external genitals were fuUv developed, ostium vaginae ad- 
mitting a good-sized speculum, and vagina capacious. Ute- 
rus small, dense, very movable ; the cervix high and form- 
ing a conical projection into the vagina ; the os not distin- 
guishable by the touch. The speculum showed the vagina of 
normal vascularity, the cervix pale, the os a mere dot at the 
apex of the oone, and so small that the ordinary pocket 
probe could not be introduced. When its introduction was 
attempted, the bulbous point barely entered the orifice, and 
the uterus moved away out of reach. 

In these three cases of the so-called incomplete develop- 
ment of the womb, neither uterus presented the foetal 
shape, but all were pear-shaped, with shortened conical 
cervices j in fact difibring from the fially developed adult 
uterus, by a deficiency of all their diameters and a denser 
consistence. All were in females of otherwise good deve- 
lopment and appearance, and could be traced to no consti- 
tutional disease. In the first and third, the cerebral function 
had evidently suffered severely, as evidenced hy the epi- 
lepsy of the one, and the confusion of the other. While the 
first remained taciturn, yet capable of sensible and connected 
conversation, the other was constantly running into a dis- 
connected and scarcely intelligible discourse, interrupted 
occasionally by a peculiar unmeaning smile. 

Abundant experience has shown that the suffering and 
symptoms presented by these patients, are directly referable 
to an insufficiency of the menstrual secretion ; Jience the in- 
dication in these cases was two-fold : 
1st To increase the secreting suriietce ; 
2d. To increase the secretion. 

In order to effect the first of these objects— increase of the 
secreting surface, advantage was taken of the general law 
which prevails in uterine therapeutics as well as in uterine 
pathology and physiology, viz. " Continuous and increasing 
irritation and expansion of the uterine cavity or uterine 
walls leads to increased growth of the organ and of its 
cavity ;" for if there be any hypertrophy of the uterine 
parietes, it is readily indicated by the enlarged cavity. No 
matter whether that body be a growing ovum, a polvpus, a 
fibroid tumor, an hydatid, the accumulation called hydro- 
metra, a blood-clot, or tlie ordinary dilating sound, the same 
law holds good, although the irritation and dilation, to be 
successful, must be employed fi*equently, and often for a con- 
siderable time. A very small uterus, and especially a 
uterus whose development has been not only imperfect 
but irregular, would make the prognosis less favorable 
than a regularly though somewhat imperfectly developed 
uterus. 

In the first case no other treatment than the sound was 
used. The first introduction was somewhat painful and 
caused a little irritation; but each succeeding application, 
at intervals of several days, grew less irritating, and the 
canal gradually enlarged to the normal size. The sound 
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was allowed to remain in tbe uterine cavity for twenty or 
thirty minutes each time, and the patient was required to 
rest a few hours after each introduction. Gradually the 
epileptic attacks lessened, and finally ceased altogether. 
The countenance brightened, the menses appeared in full 
quantity, the symptoms one after another yielded, and in 
less than five months she was perfectly recovered, save an 
occasional headache, which however was of Httle moment. 
In the third case more diflSculty was experienced. The 
smallness of the cervical canal and the patient's reluctance 
caused much delay. The constipation yielded to a mild 
electuary j the cervical canal became sufficient to adtnit the 
ordinary sound ; the pallor and hardness of the uterine tis- 
sue gave place to a more normal color and consistence ; two 
menstrual periods passed with very great relief; and the 
patient expresses herself as "a great deal better." The 
second case was ordered powdered cubebs. 

The remarkable circumstance in this was the increased 
urinary secretion at each menstrual crisis, constituting a 
" metastatic or vicarious menstruation." This is one of the 
less common manifestations of menstrual digression, and de- 
serves notice as being one of the many succedanea by 
which the vascular system rids itself of its periodic super- 
fluity. It is not always easy to determine whether an ab- 
normal •quantity or quality of secretion or effusion from a 
tissue or organ, be vicarious menstruation, or the result of 
some pathologic condition of the part engaged. At all 
events, amenorrhoea and periodicity of such phenomena, 
combined with an examination of the part involved, will 
usually determine the question. Periodic haemorrhages 
from the nose, rectum, vulva, ears, ulcerated surfaces of the 
cervix uteri, gums, and even the skin, with no diseased 
condition of the parts engaged, have undoubtedly occurred, 
not only in chlorotic and plethoric persons, but also in fe- 
males of apparently ^ood health, who have had some form 
of amenorrhoea. Epistaxis is probably tbe most common 
form of haemorrhage connected with suppressed menstru- 
ation. Various mucous surfaces take on increased action at 
periodic intervals oqrresponding with the menstrual crises ; 
thus the bronchial and intestinal mucous membranes pour 
out an excessive quantity of their peculiar secretion ; the 
vagina becomes catarrhous, and the renal secretion, as in 
the case before us, becomes much augmented. Aitnough 
the period of life at which menstruation commences is 
widely different in different individuals, depending upon a 
variety of causes, we may conclude, from Dr. Whitehead's 
analysis of 4000 cases, that the average age is about fifteen 
years and seven months, the variation l^ing usually from 
twelve to eighteen years. Insufficient development of the 
uterus is regarded as a frequent cause of tardy menstruation. 
The first and second of the above cases commenced before 
16, the other at 18. Sterility is not a necessary conse- 
quence of abnormal development of the uterus, provided the 
other essential organs are competent. Pregnancy has taken 
place before the exceedingly tardy menses appeared in the 
small uterus, in the unicorn uterus, and even a twin preg- 
nancy in a uterus bicomis. 

(2b bs eonHnu^.) 

ON STRABISMUS.* 
Bt HENKY D. NOYES, M.D., 

•VBOBOH TO THS HXW TOBX STS AKD BAK IlflllMAmT. 

{OofUinu«d/rom page 966.) 

The c^nestions to be settled before the operation are, is 
sight imperfect — can it be improved ? If yes, Uie squint 
can be perfectly corrected. If not, we must be content 
with paitial success. In the former case we restore bino- 
cular vision^ in the latter we obtain an improvement in 
personal appearance. 

The only successful mode of treatment is the division of 
one or more muscles. All other attempts by glasses and 
diaphragms are of no value. The operation is not the divi- 
sion of tne continuity of the muscle ; it is cutting the tendon 
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from its insertion, and causing it to adhere to a point further 
back on the sclerotica. Division of the belly of the mus- 
cle, or at any point behind the insertion, results in ex- 
treme shortening, and perhaps renders it impotent to move 
the globe. The bit of tendon remaining attached, does 
not grow again to the posterior portion, but shrivels up, 
and the remaining part either grows fast to the globe very 
far back, or may shp into the capsule of Tenon and be able 
to act on the eye only by the medium of this fascia. A 
brief allusion to the anatomy will explain this, and show 
that this was the great error of the early operations for 
squint 

The oculo-orbital fascia, when reflected from the wall 
of the orbit, passes behind the globe in a cup-hke form. 
The globe rests in this cup as the head of the femur in the 
acetabulum. The muscles and nerves perforate the ocular 
portion of the fascia in their passage to the eye. The mus- 
cles carry with them some of the fibrous membrane, 
which gets thinner as it passes forward, and finally is lost 
as the sub-conjunctival areolar tissue. The distance be- 
tween the point where the muscles perforate the fascia, 
or capsule or Tbnon, and their insertion into the globe^ is 
from i to i inch. It is evident that the further its insertion 
is carried backwards, the weaker is the muscle made. It is 
shortened, and its contractibility made less effective, and 
its power is also exerted to less advantage, because the sine 
which represents its mechanical power is shorter. (Illus- 
trated by diagram.) 

How should this tenotomy be done ? So as to separate 
the muscle with little disturbance of the fibrous tissue 
•around it. A simple tenotomy can only be done with 
small scissors and a small hook. I use these instruments : 
hooks of three sizes, curved at right angles, the tip probe- 
pointed ; scissors straight, small, and the points ^ound off*; 
fine clawed forceps. I do not think it mattenal whether 
the conjunctival wound is made vertically or horizontaUy, 
provided it be small, not more than a quarter of an inch 
fone. I make it just in advance of the insertion of the 
tendon, and vertically ; run the scissors backwards to cut 
the areolar tissue overlying the tendon, then pass in the 
hook with its point downwards if desiring to pass under 
tRe lower border of the muscle : keep it dose to the scle- 
rotica, and when fieu: enough back, turn it upon the tip and 
sUp it under the muscle ; dn^ ihe insertion into view and 
cut the tendon between the hook and the globe. AU the 
insertion is not severed at the first clip, but have another 
hook ready to take up the remainder of the insertion ; 
holding the eye in command by the first hook, divide what 
is caught by the second, and thus sever the whole insertion. 
Such a tenotomy can be managed so as to produce not 
more than li or 2 lines alteration in the visual axis. It is 
well, before the operation, to measure the deviation upon 
the border of the lower Ud. Here is a measure con- 
trived for this purpose ; its middle point is applied to the 
centre of the palpebral opening, and the point upon it, 
which is reached by the centre of the pupil, gives the 
amount of squint in lines. The tenotomy^ I nave describ- 
ed may, by cutting the adjacent fibrous tissue, be made to 
effect a correction of 3 lines. 

It is not safe to push the effect of one operation too far. 
Too free incisions wiU render the muscles utterly unable to 
influence the eye. If the squint be more than 3 lines, the 
correction must be divided between the two eyes. This is 
a point of difference between present and former practice. 
Since the purpose of operatine is to restore equilibrium, it 
would not seem just to do aU the subtraction of force on 
one side. 

I can, however, demonstrate this, by the wd of this dia- 
gram. I suppose a converging squint of the right eye, of 
about 4 lines, expressed by its an^le amounting to about 
55 degrees. At tliis point the turning power of the right 
rect. iut is not equal to that of the lefl rect. int., because 
the lever on which it acts is so much shorter than that of 
the other eye. The lever, or the line which represents its 
mechanical power in the left eye, is the radius of the circle, 
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and coDtiDues to be, nntil the eye turns in to the point 
where the insertion of the muscle becomes a tangent. In 
the right eye, the line which measures its power is no longer 
radius, but is the sine of the arc included between its m- 
sertion and the point of impact on the circle, of the line 
which unites the centre of motion to the origin of tlie 
muscle. This is the sine of the arc and is less than radius, 
because the arc is less than 90°. Now, suppose the whole 
correction of the squint is put upon the left eye. The in- 
sertion of the muscle is let back until the visual axis is paral- 
lel to that of the other eye. The insertion goes to this 
point What happens? In movements towards the left 
side, the right rectus internus is at a great disadvantage ; 
its turning power is represented by a very short sine, while 
ihe left external rectus has radius for its turning power. 
Moreover, the left rectus internus, by slipping back, has 
brought its two extremities nearer together, and it has less 
contractible power. This defect appears again in efforts 
at convergence ; hold up the finger at five or six inches 
from the face ; the short sine of the right side contrasts 
painfully with the fiill power of the left, and, as a conse- 
quence, the right eye ultimately ^ves up the effort and 
lapses into divergence. By dividmg the effect between 
each eye, since the right rectus internus is hypertrophied 
more than the left, it will bear a greater reduction in me- 
chanical advantage than the left, and the two internal recti 
will then be able to do their work harmoniously. 

In strabismus of 5 or 6 lines, both eyes may be operated 
on at one sitting. For 3 lines it is better to give an inter- 
val of two or three weeks, that the effect of the first ope-« 
ration may be correctly known. The effect is less dunng 
the first week, than during the succeeding month or two. 
After this, the effect is again increased. This correspond^ 
to the primary healing, the contraction of the cicatrix, and 
its finsd relaxation. For converging strabismus of more 
than 8 lines, three operations may be needed — two on one 
eye and one the other. For diverging strabismus^ I have 
twice had to do four operations — two on each external 
rectus. The effect of tenotomy on the external is not so 
great as on the internal rectus. 

When the cure is partial, vision being good, the patient 
complains often of double images. By the help of prisms 
you can determine the angle of deviation yet remaining, 
and get a hint as to the extent of a subsequent operation. 

If the patient have hi^eropia, the cure is not complete, 
nor will it be permanent^ if convex glasses be not used in 
reading, writing, sewing, etc. The necessity for glasses 
depends on the degree of hyperopia and tne power of 
accommodation. In a person over 20 years, I should give 
classes if the hyperopia be more than + 20. For a person 
below 20, the hyperopia might be + 10 and glasses not 
needed to prevent relapse of convergence. But always 
warn such persons that a tendency to relapse of squint 
means the necessity of wearing convex glasses, and that^ 
irrespective of age. For astigmatism, cvhndrical glasses. 

In myopia the rule cannot be applied with equal force, 
because many of these patients have impaired perceptive 

Sower from atrophy of the choroid and retina; and other 
isadvantages attend the employment of concave glasses 
for near objects. If, however, me perceptive power be 
good, and there be no lesion of the choroid, weak concave 
classes will aid the muscles in keeping the advantage they * 
have gained by division of their antagonists. 

I do not think it well to operate under five years of age, 
because young children cannot give accurate data about 
their sight. 

I have supposed improvement of sight to be possible. 
If, now, this be not the case ; if one eye be greatly defec- 
tive, and the operation is desired to improve its position, 
do not promise to make both eves " perfectly straight," as 
the phrase is ; but you mav sarely promise a decided im- 
provement. Aim, if there be convergence, to leave a little 
remaining, the visual lines meeting at the distance of six 
GC eight inches when viewing things at moderate distances. 
A slight convergence is scarcely noticed, but a little diver- 



gence is very disagreeable. If the operation be for diver- 
gence, operate so ireely as to convert it into slight conver- 
gence, performing the operation on both eyes. By this 
proceedmg, cases will be left in a more satifflactory condi- 
tion, and surgecy will not have the censure of making a 
deformity worse than it was before. 

If the effect of a tenotomy is greater than was antici- 
pated, it may be retrieved by putting a stitch into the 
loosened end of the muscle and fastening it to the conjunc- 
tiva. This may be done immediately tdler the operation, 
or even the next day. If chloroform is used it occasions 
loss of time, and, to ascertain the result, you must wait 
until its effect has passed away. To test the effect of the 
operation for converging squint, see if the patient can still 
converge both eyes to the finder held witnin six inches ; 
if he cannot fix steadily at this point, the operation has 
been too firee ; then put in the suture. A more accurate 
test is the study of double images and what prism he is able 
to overcome. If you have operated for converging squint, 
and the patient have diplopia in .seeing near objects, ana 
the images be crossed, then put in suture. So^ too, if the 
conjunctiva has been widely opened and there is danger of 
the caruncle sinking, put a stitch obliquely through the 
wound and pucker up the conjunctiva. 

From a large conjunctival wound granulations sometimes 
sprout ; they may be snipped off with scissors. 

Treatment of insufficiency of the internal recti is for 
slight cases by prisms, when their angles need not be more 
than 8®. If more serious, tenotomy of the external recti, 
partial or complete, will regulate the matter. 

For luscUaSj division of the antagonist is practised, but 
the result is not pleasant : the eye springs forward out of 
the orbit, and it remains nxed and staring. If any power 
remain in the paralysed muscle, it may be helped in its 
function by bringing its insertion farther forwards — just 
the reverse of tenotomy. Dr. Simrock, of this city, has 
practised this operation a number of times. I have done it^ 
It consists in first dividing the antagonist, and then sepa- 
rating the paralysed muscle at its insertion, dissecting it up 
fi'eely, passing a thread transversely through it ; then, hav- 
ing a needle at each end, carry the ends oi the thread un- 
der the conjunctiva, around the margin of the cornea, and 
come out of the conjunctiva at the opposite side of the 
cornea; then pass one needle back again and run it through 
the conjunctiva at the wound, and tie the thread firmly. 
The conjunctiva is drawn up over the cornea like the mouth 
of a purse, and the muscle is pulled forwards. The sclero- 
tica needs to be laid bare in front of the tendon of the 
muscle, up to the edge of the cornea, and the muscle must 
be loosened from its attachments to the fibrous tissue. It 
grows fast in its new location in twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours. At the time of operation the antagonist 
muscle is also separated. The thread may be left in situ 
for that time without serious reaction. Pretty smart in- 
flammation, perhaps with chemosis, does not destroy the 
good effect of the operation. Its beneficial results are suf- 
ficient to warrant its performance in such cases as have 
reached the period when medical treatment and the vis 
medicatrix natursB have nothing more to offer. This will 
be in, say, twelve months after the original pu^alysis. I 
could relate a most interesting case in which I performed 
this operation, and also divided four other muscles, to cure 
a partial paralvsis of the superior and internal recti of the 
right eye. Tne result was very satisftu5tory. 

Lastly, we are sometimes called upon to rectify the 
errors of former surgery, in attempting to restore an eye 
to its normal position which has been badly operated on 
and the muscle has lost all control over the eye. I have 
seen some painfiil cases of divergence following operations 
for the cure of convergence. I have operated three times 
under these drcumstances. In one case nothing could be 
seen of the cornea of one eye, and the glaring sclerotica 
presented a ghastly appearance. 

The relief of this condition is by searching for the extrem- 
ity of the divided muscle, and the dissection is always diffi- 
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cult loosening it from surrounding adhesions and drawing it 
well forwards ; denude the sclerotica in front of the mus- 
cle of the conjunctiva that it may grow fast, and the next 
step is to retain the muscle in place. When there is but 
little of the muscle left, too little to permit the attachment 
of a suture, as in the operation of Dr. Simrock, the method 
which Mr. Critchett and Prof^ Graefe use, is to be chosen. 
Expose the tendon of the opponent muscle ; pass a thread 
transversely through it and tie it fast, then cut the tendon 
behind the thread ; this gives command over the eye ; now 
carry the thread to the opposite side of the face and fasten 
it there by sticking-plaster. I have always operated for 
the benefit of the internal rectus, and have once passed 
the thread leading from the tendon of the external through 
the skin of the nose and tied it The eye must be kept in 
this position for twenty-foiur hours, and more, if reaction 
do not prevent. An excessive correction of position as the 
immediate result need not create anxiety. The eye begins 
to turn back very soon, and I have found the ultimate con- 
dition a decided improvement There is. of course, dimi- 
nished mobility, but the arc of movement nas been brought 
around to the useful position. If the operated muscle has 
long been disused, it may have atropnied or undergone 
fatty degeneration, so as to be imable to contract ; but it is 
right to give it a trial. 

I think I may be allowed to conclude after this some- 
what, elaborate discussion, that the operation for strabis- 
mus, ^operly estimated and rightly performed, should not 
be abandoned, but deserves a place among valuable surgical 
operations. The deformity is to be regarded no longer as 
always constituting the essential disease, but frequently 
only a symptom of visual disturbance. ' The operation may 
be done, either for its own immediate results alone, or as 
ministering to a nobler result in the restoration of sight 
A quarter of a century has, therefore, brought the opera- 
tion for strabismus to higher dignity and usefiilness than 
its originator propounded. 



TWO CASES OF 

EXTIRPATION OF POLYPI IN THE LARYNX. 

{mth Wood-cut lUustraUons.) 

By FRIEDRICH SEMELEDER, M.D., 

or TXINITA. 

[Translated tnm the Yieiinft Hedlilnel HaUe, bv Edwd. T. OifiwxLL, ILD., 

of Provideooe, B. I.j 

^ {OonUnusd from pags S68.) 

The instruments which I have hitherto applied to opera- 
tions upon polypi in the larynx are three— the forceps, a 
guillotine, with a sickle-shaped knife, and, finally, an instru- 
ment so arranged that any one of several blades may be in- 
troduced, the blade being at the same time concealed. As 
these instruments have rendered good service, I will devote 
a few words to their explanation. Joseph Leiter, Instru- 
ment Maker and Bandagist, No. 76 Alser street, Vienna, 
can furnish any of them. 

L letter's laryngeal forceps 

(Fig. 3, two-thirds of the actual size), is the result of 

manifold alterations and improvements. 

The Spring foroepe a.» when oloaed, resembles the hslf of a hollow 
sphere ; the catting edgesj which shnt upon one another (Fig. 4) are dnU. 
Each blade of the f^ocpe has in Its ooneaTlty a q>ear-point which does not 
extend beyond the cutting edge. At the end of the ^>ring the foroepa 
terminates in a screw-thread (Fig. S, actual size) of six millimetres In 
length : bv means of this the blades are firmly screwed into a little tube at 
one end ofa wire, the other end of which is firmly held In the handle b 
(Fig. 8) by the screw o. The metallic tube dy which can be bent if neoes- 
sary, moves over this wire and is shoved forward by preMure upon tha 
lever «, and thus the blades of the forceps olose quiekly. When toe lever 
e is f^eed ttom pressure, the tube d is driven quickly back by a q>iral 
spring placed within the box / and thus the forceps are readily opened. 
The cutting edge of the foroeps a esn be turned so as to seise a polyp In any 
direction. If the instrument is to be ti^en apart the blades a must first b« 
unscrewed, then the screw e loosened, and thus the wire wUi be set ftoa, 
and finally the milled head of the box/ most be unscrewed. 

The rounded sickle-shaped knife invented by me (Fig. 6, 
two-thirds the actual size), is intended to take the pla<^ of 
Bruns's scissors. It may be applied in any direction. 




The blade a (Fig. 8), like the forceps in Fig. 5, it listened to a wire, the 
«Bd of which, p ast in g throngfa the handle o, is flutened by the screw & to a 
tnbe d^ which moves in the handle. By a q>iral qiring ooncealed in the 
handle c, the tube d is pressed against the short fbrk^like end of the lever e 
which lies in the bos/ The blade a is oorered by a doable two-leaved 
ibeath i i. Both leaves of the sheath are attached to a round tube, which 
termlnatea in a icrawthread fitting into the double sorew K This doable 



screw h is fkstened to« and tons apon the end of tiie tabe ^. whleh is sta- 
tionary but which may be bent If pressue li applied to tne lever e the 
laUfe slklea suddenly oat^and Is again covered by the leaves of the aheath. 
When the double sorew \ is onsorewed, the blade may be turned in any 
dirsetion, tast as In the case of the foroeps a in Fig. t; then the blade 
being heldby its sheath in the left hahd, vi» doible aoraw Is agate tt^t- 
ened with the right) and the laitnuDantliraady for appUfatloQ. 
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lie. T la ■ double ring betirMD lb* Ihtm oT which 1 liDi-abiiprd blad* 
plin. Tliia moMTua, rnunbllng tha TonslllotoDir, mi;^ Knw«d dq 
to lu tnMnuiwnt, Fig. S, lulead or Uie stcklo-kiilfo. ud It 017 bs ma- 
ilpnUMd Ib lh« HiDB miDBBr. In Fig. T, o npnMnti Ihe double rliiE. * 
■■•UiDiritliiU«ei«ws,' tbe tworlnra >» beld In pltca on ttaemiBalila 
— - slum il, ud on the ottatrbf ih* saaw al b; <Ib U» knife dnwn 

ud/ Ml tonnlful Hrew, 
luc lutnmants, Fin. Smdl, IU7 bo taken ipart bj DDMnwIng Ont 
tiM anttw, thai Uu leTar, ud fluUr tba Kr«w 6. 

Neither the guiUotiue nor the Bickle-Bbsped knife is pro- 
Tided with tiie apear for pJerciDg a polyp. I bave atnted 
ftbove the injurious effect which these spears may^ioduce, 
and I think we attach altogether too much importance to 
the falling down into the air passages of A small polyp or a 
fra^ent of one. The experience ot Moura-Bourouillou 
confirms mv opinion. He removed a small polyp from the 
Tocal chord b^ means of a wire sling ; on the end of the 
instrument there was a small arrow-head for piercing the 
tumor. But he bad reckoned without tlie hoai, and the 
tumor fell into the trachea ; it did not, however, cause the 
slightest iccoDvenience. In the case of larger formations 
thu point would demand greater consideration, but in all 
Buch cases neither of these two instruments would come in 

FJR. 8 (two-thirds the actual size) represents Leiter'a co- 
vered knife, which may be applied in all directions, and into 
which cutting instruments may be introduced, either probe- 
pointed or lancet-shaped, or like an ordinary scalpel 

irlra la a«ompllflbed aa afaown In 
I llie blade la attactieil moiu Id the 
I II It futeaad 10 the tube d by liiB 
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The tubes of aQ these instruments are colored black, bo 
as not to interfere with the refiex image in the mirror. 
I can recommend these instruments from my own ex- 

Erience, and I believe that with these the operator would 
quite well provided for all cases. 

Out n. — The case here recorded may indeed be consi- 
dered aa one of the most difficult for larfngoscopic opera- 
tioa 

A lady (her age I did not ask), a govemesa, came to 
me lest autumn to be examined and to ask my advice. 
' She had suffered for five years from complete aphonia, 
which had been gradually developed. On a careful exa- 
mination, I discovered three 
formations of various sizes, as in 
I Fig. 10. Th© largest o( Ihese 
was spherical and was sealed in 
. the vicinity of the left vocal 
chord' a second, smaller and 
club-ebaped, projected Irom the 
anterior angle of the glottis, and 
lay with its free estremity upon 
the Grst ; the third and smallest 

protruded from the anterior sur- 

rto. 10. liuieortbe right arytenoid carti- 

lage^t abotit the level of the vocal chord, and extended into 
this latter structure.* 

I stated to her that 1 was inclined to operate ; that I 
-could not insure success, so iar aa the reEtoration of tlie 
voice was concerned; but that by the operation, even as 
regarded the voice, nothing was to be lost, since she was 
already voiceless, a circumstance sufficiently unfortunate 
for a governess. To my amazement, I must confess, there 
was no dyspnoea, not even an abnormal murmur to be 
heard on auscultation. 

(The author goes on to state that the patient had been 
examined by two laryngoscopists, one of whom made the 
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at a time when the formation was not so 

^_, iderodan operation impracticable ; the other, 

huwiiver, looked forward to an operation at a later dat«. 
The lady bad also been advised by another physician to 
go at once to London or Paris, where he thought the might 
long ago have been freed from her polyp ; while in point of 
fact, up to that time, no iaryngoscopie operation had been 
undertaken in either of those cities, — Tr.] 

The formation had at first, from its pale, reddish-yellow 
color, from its dim lustre, and from its uneven raspberry- 
like surface, led me to regard it as an enchondromatoua or 
a fibroid tumor, but as 1 studied it more carefully with 
reference to a future operation, I found by the ud of 
the sound that it had something of the conastency of 
fleslL and, finally, I concluded that it must be composed of 
areolar tissue. The largest of the tumors proceeded, ss I 
have said, from the left side of the ventricle of the larynx, 
and covered the lelt vocal chord in such a manner that 
only a small portion of the posterior part of the chord 
could be seen ; this fragment seemed to have a normal 

3)pcarance. The anterior extremity of the left vocal 
lOrd was covered by the polyp No. 2. As the palient 
was so sensitive under the exammation, I could not deter- 
mine whether the polyp No. 1 lay free upon the left, vocal 
chord, or whether it was intimately connected with it. 
When the glottis was closed all three of the polypi were 
shoved over each other. Thus much, however, I could 
observe. By the attempt to utter sounds, the polyp No, 
1 was rolled up around its broad basis, so that it would 
tlien lie upon the right vocal chord, and would be wedged 
in between the ventricular and the vocal chorda of both 
udcs. The polypi fsos, 2 and 3 proved to be quite frealy 
movable, foUowing the respiratonr current; No. 2 particu- 
larly, with its free end guded down over No. 1, and waa 
again thrown upwards by a forcible expiration. 

The patient, aade from thisloc^ trouble, was apparently 
in perfect health, and there were no reasooable ground 
for supposing n connexion between the local disease and 
any cachexia, or for the preexistence of any special dia- 
turbtng cause. 

(7b »* C 
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U. S. GENERAL HOSPITAL, CENTRAL PARK, N.T. 

Snrgeoa B. A. CLEUESTB, T.S.A., la Chaiga. 

BY UiNIPULATIOS. 

SEhTioi or SB. QBO. T. BHBADT. 
The following case of dislocation into the thyroid foramen is 
reported, not so much on account of its rarity of occurrence 
or of any original plan of treatment that was instituted, as 
for the sake of adding to the statistica of the accident: — 

A. B., German, pnvale, while walking at night over a 
tressel railroad bridge, fell between tlje sleeners, a distance 
of forty feet, and waa rendered insensible. When he reco- 
vered, he found himself lying at the foot of one of the hol- 
low main supports of the bridge. He was soon ailer aesisted 
to rise, and after being temporarily cared for, was sent to 
the hospital On being carefully examined, he was found 
to present the following symptoms: — The right lower ex- 
tremity was everted, advanced before its fellow^ abducted, 
rotated slightly outwards ; the knee and hip bemg sUghtly 
flexed. He was capable of moving the thigh only to a 
very limited extent, and there was noticed a marked pro* 
mincnce at the inner upper third, just below the flexure 
of the groin, while, instead of the usual prominenoe created 
by the trochanter, there was the characteristic flattening of 
the hip. The swelhcg on the internal aspect of the thigh 
was hard and globular, and over its most prominent por- 
tion, the tendon of the adductor magnus muscle stood 
out disUnctlj. The foot maintained its natural relatioiu 
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to the line of the limb. There was a good deal of aching 
pain along the whole outer aspect of the thigh. The 

gatient being etherized, Dr. Shrady proceeded, forty-eight 
ours after the accident, to reduce the dislocation in the 
presence of, and with the assistance of Drs. Clements and 
Fernandez. 

Extension was first made in the line of the limb, and the 
thigh was gradually flexed upon the pelvis to a point oppo- 
site the centre of the thigh of the opposite side, when the 
limb which had been kept abducted was rotated inwards. The 
head of the bone then slipped into the acetabulum. During 
the latter part of the manipulation the head of the bone 
was crowded firmly outwards by pressure with the hand. 
The two extremities were then bandaged together, a thick 
compress being placed between the thighs high up. The 
patient was kept confined to bed for seven or eight days, 
at the end of which time he was allowed to use his lower 
limbs cautiously. At the expiration of fifteen days he M'as 
able to walk about without the aid of a crutch, and with 
but a slight halL 

The patient did not recollect in what position he was at 
the time he recovered his senses; he might have been 
prone or supine, and in either condition it would be some- 
what difficult to judge as to how the injury was inflicted. 
It is probable that he either struck upon his feet, with his 
legs spread apart, or else falling feet foremost, his legs also 
being abducted, the right one during his descent struck 
against some of the projecting bars which formed one of 
the main supports of the bridge. 

The lower and internal portion of the capsular ligament 
must of course have been torn, and the round ligament 
severed. It was not necessary to use any undue force in 
the reduction, as the head of the bone, after a little coax- 
ing, followed the usual course around a small segment of 
the inferior rim of the acetabulum, being finally tilted into 
that cavity by rotation and adduction of the hmb. 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

FHACTURES OF THE LEG. 

We do not propose to write the history of any given 
number of cases of this accident, but merely to describe 
the method of treatment which at present holds the prece- 
dence in this hospital. Various sphnts have been em- 
ployed, and the experience thus accumulated has produced 
a decided partiality for certain surgical appliances, and also 
disabused us of the idea that every fracture of the bones 
of the leg may be successfully treated by any single 
apparatus; for the practical surgeon is often obliged, in 
particular cases, to exercise his best judgment in the selec- 
tion and application of gome one of the approved dressings. 
For most simple fractures of the tibia and fibula, uncom- 
plicated with any very serious lesions, we prefer some 
material which can be made pliable by moisture or heat, 
and in this condition moulded and secured to the limb, so 
that when it dries or cools, a firm, accurately fitting sphnt 
is obtained, which meets all the indications of this class of 
cases. This may be accomplished with sole leather, felt, 
binder's board, and gutta-percha. Of these, sole leather is 
by far the least objectionable in most cases, as it can be 
adapted easily, is firm, clean, and agreeable to the patient, 
and does not confine the exhalations. The same splint can 
be used for an indefinite number of cases by again making 
it pliable with water. For other fractures of the leg, such 
as the compound, and those with serious coraphcations, the 
fracture box, with its modifications, is ordinarily used. For 
the leather sphnts, besides the above-named merits, it is 
claimed that they are as efficient in preserving the coapta- 
tion of the fractured bones as any other dressing, that a 
requisite amount of extension may be maintained when 
required, and that the patient is not compelled to keep his 
bed, hut may get up, and with his crutches go about and 
attend to his business. But, the more fully to appreciate 
its worth, let us compare it with other dressings which are 
in use in the hospital. Pott's splint, or its counterpart the 



double inclined plane, has for its object the reduction of the 
anterior displacement of the upper fragment of the tibia, 
by the relaxation of the posterior muscles; but what 
surgeon docs not know that he is too often baffled in his 
eflbrts to effect a reduction of the bones by this postural 
method? For what is gained by relaxing the muscles 
which act upon the lower fragment, is often lost by the 
tension of the quadriceps extensor muscles upon the upper 
fragment, through the ligamentum patellae. Moreover, the 
employment of this apparatus obliges the patient to remain 
in bed. Now this displacement of the fragments of the 
tibia can be much more satisfactorily corrected by simple 
extension than in any other way ; and that dressing which 
will subserve this purpose with the least inconvenience to 
the patient and surgeon, is the one which should be pre- 
ferred. This we claim for the leather spHnt, by cutting 
out of firm sole leather two pieces, which can, when wetted, 
be neatly adjusted to the foot and leg so as nearly to 
surround the hmb, and with a roller firmly securing the 
foot pieces to the foot. Giving the foot thus bandaged 
to an assistant, who makes the desired amount of extension, 
the surgeon continues the roller firmly upwards till the knee is 
reached. The mechanism of the extension thus obtained can 
best be expressed by supposing the leg to represent a trun- 
cated cone, with its base upwards, and corrresponding to the 
greatest diameter of the leg; now by confining the sphnts 
to the foot, which is acted upon as a poirU cPapputy we 
next ensheathe the conical limb above in a firm mould, and 
it is easy to conceive how difficult it would be for any given 
segment of this graduated cone to approximate the foot, 
even though the natural support afforded by the bones be 
absent, as in oblique fractures; for this could not occur 
without forcibly wedging the cone with an increasing 
circumference above into the mould, with a decreasing 
circumference below. In sliort, the unyielding leather, 
supported by the roller, is ihi extension, and the conical 
shape of the limb the counter-extension. This explanation 
of the manner of extension is pleasing in theory, and the 
results obtained in practice demonstrate its correctness. 
These sphnts, when applied, not only allow the patient a 
greater degree of mobility and comrort in bed than either 
Pott's sphnt or the inchned plane, but also allow him to 
leave his bed and go about Thus we have the indications 
answered with less inconvenieuce to the patient than 
when treated on the postural plan. It may be objected 
that a considerable portion of the tibia extends above the 
base of this cone, and in consequence extension cannot be 
made at the upper part of the bone ; and further, that th© 
prominences about the foot will not endure as much pres- 
sure as is presupposed. To these the answer is, first, that 
most fractures which require extension are those which 
override from the obliquity of the fracture, and such arc 
almost always situated below the greatest circumference of 
the leg, those above this point being transverse, or so 
nearly so as to occasion but little displacement; and all that 
is required in these cases are splints of coaptation, which 
the leg-pieces of the leather readily furnish. If, however, 
it be found necessary to make extension, the prominence 
at the head of the tibia will be found a sufficient means for 
counter-extension. The second objection is disposed of bjr 
padding the leather with cotton- wool over all the promi- 
nent portions of the foot. 

{To be OmHnued.) 



The Binocular Mickoscope. — ^The binocular microscope 
is fast growing into favor with the microscopists of New 
York and the vicinity, it being pretty generally conceded 
that it is much superior to the ordmary single-tubed 
instrument. The stereoscopic effect which it is enabled to 
produce is truly wonderful, even with high powers. We 
nave seen with one of ifr. Grunow's instruments the 
human blood-globules having that degree of projection as 
to appear actually tangible. The edges were rounded out 
to that extent that we could almost see behind them.j 
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KEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Statbo Mbkteno, May 18, 1864. 
BB. JAMEB ANDBRSON, PBESlDENT, IN THE OHAIB. 

Dr. Notes exhibited a specimen of the Calabar bean, ^nd 
referred to its botanical and therapeutical properties. 

CANCER OF THE BlOnnf. 

Dr» PaRke& opotted Hie discussion on cancer of the 
tedbam. The substance of his remarks may be summed up 
as follows : The most frequent seat of cancer of the rectum 
ie about one and a half inches from the sphincter, and usually 
gives rise to stricture of the gut at tliat point. The symp- 
toms at first are exceedingly vague, there being generally 
only a slight sense of uneasiness about the anus, with 
twinging pains and some aching about the sacrum. As the 
disease progresses, there is an involuntary discharge of 
mucus ^om the anus, with impairment of the general 
health. The diagnosis is easy if the stricture can be 
reached with the finger. Sometimes bougies are used to 
detect the existence of the stricture when high up. The 
finger is always the best instrument if it can reach far 
enough. 

The best position to place the patient in for examination 
is either lying upon the side^ with thighs firmly drawn up 
against aodomen, or squattmg upon, and over the edge of 
a chair. The treatment principally consists in the use of 
palliative measures. If the gut is occluded, the deposit 
may be broken down by the finger ; if partially closed, 
injections may serve to liquefy the faeces above and give 
an easy passage. Sometimes it is necessary to nick the 
edges of the stricture, and afterwards resort to gradual 
and eareftd dilatation with a bougie. Active or forcible 
dilatation is always bad, as it may cause a rupture of the 
gut and peritonitis. Amusat's modification of Calisen's 
operation is sometimes resorted to. 

Dr. Post referred to a case of cancer of the rectum, in 
which there was entire occlusion of the gut for twenty- 
nine days. He had seen but one such case. In most 
instances nature liquefied the feeces, and a diarrhoea 
oB^en alleviated the distressing symptoms. He had known 
of some cases where the disease had existed for a long 
time, and caused a large deposit in the intestine without 
occasioning any inconvenience. 

nSTULA IN ANO. 

Db. Post then proceeded to offer a few remarks on the sub- 
ject of fistula in ano. He divided fistulas into three classes — 
1. Complete; 2. Incomplete external; and 3. Incomplete 
internal He believed that in very many of the cases that 
were supposed to be of the incomplete external variety, 
an internal opening could be found, if the probe was maae 
to search for it lower down than is usually done. He 
advocated the use of a probe provided with a handle, as the 
instrument by that means was prevented from twisting 
itself as it followed the tortuosities of the fistulous tract In 
most of the instances, he had found the internal opening of 
the fistula so near the anus, that the point of the knife could 
be made to pass through it out of the anus ; the parts could 
then be divided by a catting process, and this is by far 
less painful than the ordinary method. 

Dr. Parker asked if the ligature had been oflen used by 
the members for the treatment of such cases. 

Dr. Peaslee stated that he had made use of the Hgature 
in probably ten cases, but on account of the tediousness of 
the cure, and the want of that uniform success which some 
claimed for it, he had abandoned it for the knife. 

Dr. Underhill had seen the ligature tried, but with no 
good efiect. He much preferred the knife. 

Dr. Parker uses the ligature in cases where the fistula is 
superficial, but prefers ihd knife for those that are deeply 
seated. 



Dr. Hutchinson favored the use of the ligature, even 
when there was a very considerable amount of tissue to 
cut through.- He advocated its employment, especially 
in cases where there was a tuberculous diathesis present^ 
and where it was necessary that the cure should be. a 
gradual one. 

Db. Foster referred to the case of a medical man who 
was cured by the ligature without the loss of an hour's 
time. There was no pain or inconvenience attendant 
upon the treatment. 

Dr. Garrish preferred the knife for the superficial fistula, 
but relied upon the ligature when considerable tissue had 
to be divided, because he thought that haemorrhage by 
that means could be prevented. 

Dr. Batchelder recommended the use of the sponge- 
tent in the treatment of stricture of the rectum. 

Dr. Foster offered some resolutions concerning the 
death of Dr. M. E. Winchell, after which the Academy 
adjourned. 



NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.J 

Stated MsmifO, Jaanaiy 18, 1864. 
DE. D. 8. CONANT» PBE8IDENT, IN THE CHAIB. 

ANEURISM OF THE ASCENDING AORTA, ETC., ETC. 

Dr. Flint presented three specimens. The first con- 
sisted of an aneurism of the ascending aorta, insufficiency 
of the aortic valves, with hypertrophy, and dilatation of 
the left ventricle. The cavity of the aneurism contained 
no fibrine, but abundance of calcified plates. The patient 
was admitted into Bellevue Hospital two months ago, and 
while there was attacked with typhus, and died. The 
diagnosis of the cardiac trouble was readily made out. 

AORTIO ANIUBISM AND ANEURISM OF THE LEFT COBONABT 

ARTERY. 

The second specimen was one of commencing aortic 
aneurism, but inasmuch as the patient died suddenly shortly 
after admission into the hospital, no history of his case 
could be ascertained. The left ventricle was hypertrophied 
and dilated, the dilatation predominating over the hyper- 
trophv. There was considerable dilatation of the aorta, 
and also a rather abundant deposit of calcareous matter. 
Some aortic insufficiency was also noticed, but the point of 
interest in the specimen was the existence in the left 
auricle of a calcareous tumor, the size of a hickory nut, on 
the projecting part of which the endocardium was 
removed. The interior of this tumor contained coagula^ 
which belonged to an aneurism of the left coronary artery. 

The case, as far as. this latter condition of things was 
concerned, |was to Dr. Flint a unique one. The calca- 
reous degeneration prevented a rupture of the aneurism, 
but an interesting question presents itself— What woidd 
have been the ultimate resist had the walls of the sac 
given way, and thus virtually opened a communication 
between tne affected artery and the cavity of the left ven- 
tricle ? The substance of the heart would certainly have 
been deprived of part of its supply of blood. 

DISEASE OF THE AORTIO AND MITRAL VALVES. — ^MITRAL DI- 
RECT MURMUB. 

Dr. Flint presented the third specimen, in order to 
place upon record some remarks with regard to the mitral 
direct murmur. 

The heart was taken from a patient^ a female, ast 40, 
who died at Bellevue, having been under observation for 
three years. She had three murmurs, the aortic direct and 
regurgitant, and the mitral direct. 

Concerning the very existence of the mitral direct mur- 
mur, Dr. Flint remarked that there had been a considerable 
amount of discussion in this city, but he wished to present 
this as a case in point, and one which a great number of 
medical men, together with his private classes, had had an 
opportunity of seeing. He was strongly inclined to think 
that the direct murmur was often confounded with the 
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mitral regurgitation, inasmuch as he was satisGed that the 
ftrmer was not so rare as those who believed in its exist- 
ence were in the habit of supposing it to be. The dis- 
tinctive points connected with this murmur are, that in the 
first place it immediately precedes the systole, and is 
instantly arrested on the contraction of the ventricle — ^in 
other words, it is pre-systolic ; seooodly, there is a distinct 
interval between the ending of the second sound* and the 
commencement of the murmur. The murmur is sscudly a 
rough one. Dr. Flint was aware that he had stated the 
contrary to be the case in his book, but a more extensive 
experience with the murmur enabled him to correct the 
error there made. It has a peculiar vibratory, or " blur- 
ring " character, the sound much resembling that produced 
by throwing the lips and tongue in vibration. The condi- 
tions which are necessary for its production are obstruction 
of the mitral orifice and flaccidity of the nritral curtains. 
In this specimen the mitral orifice is contracted to the 
" button-hole slit." The auricle, contracting just before the 
ventricle propels the blood through this contracted orifice, 
throws the valve into vibration just previous to the systole. 
This murmur may exist without organic disease of the 
mitral valve, simply as the result of insufficiency of the 
aortic valves. As the result of the regurgitation, we have 
the ventricle, immediately after contraction, sufficiently filled 
with blood to float up the mitral valve far enough to be 
thrown into vibration by the auriculo-ventricular current 

In connexion with Dr. Flint's second specimen, Db, Post 
remarked that there was a specimen of coronary aneurism 
in the Museum of the New York Hospital ; he did not, 
however, recollect as to whether its walls were composed 
of calcareous matter. 

Dr. Sands referred to a case of mitral direct murmur, 
which he had met with while an interne in Bellevue Hos- 
pital. The relation of the murmur to the first sound could 
clearly be made out. 

In answer to questions from Drs. Bibbins and Jacobi, 
Dr. Flint made some explanatory remarks concerning the 
general characters of the mitral direct murmur. 

{To b0 ConHnusd.) 
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MEETING OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

The assembling of the American MEnioAL Association in 
this city during the ensuing week must prove one of the 
most interesting as weU as important events in the current 
history of the profession. Though feeble in its beginning, 
and exercising only very limited control over the great 
mass of medical men, the Association gradually grew 
in power and influence, until, at the commencement of the 
Rebellion, it had achieved a position little if any inferior 
to that of a legislative body. Its decisions on aU matters 
pertaining to the ethics of the profession, to medical educa- 
tion, to the character of the schools, etc., were received as 
final, and respected as authority. It had, in fact, become, 
as its friends were proud to designate it, the National Me- 
dical Congress. The Association was the only voluntary 
national organization at the outbreak of the war which 
remained in all its integrity, in spite of the growing sec- 
tional feeting which had violently thwarted all other efforts 
at national brotherhood. We are n<it aware that the me- 
dical profession of the Southern States have entertained 
other than the kindliest feelings towards this great central 
organization ; and its power must be considered, therefore. 



as simply suspended, as were its annual meetings, by ouf 
civil dissensions. 

Every medical man, solicitous for the honor, dignity, and 
progress of his profession, seems cordially to welcome the 
return of the annual meetings of this Association. Like 
the French and English national associations, it gives com- 
pactness and uniformity to the great mass of medical minds, 
and concentrates their sympathies and eflbrts on all reforms 
and improvements. But the American Medical Associa- 
tion serves a atiU higher and nobler purpose than other 
similar societies. It is our Coait <>f Appeal in all questions 
rela ing to medical ethic?, the status of schools, in di f i da ab , 
voluntary organizations, etc., etc. Such an organization is 
eminently necessary to preserve the integrity and harmony 
of the profession. England has its Medical Council, which 
under the statute legislates with the power of a corporate 
body, and this is in accordance with her institutions. But 
the nearest approach to such a medical governing body 
•we can attempt, is a voluntary organization which carries 
sufficient inherent moral force to render its decrees bind- 
ing. Such is the position attained by the American Medi- 
cal Association, and such is the character with which every 
one should strive to clothe it ; to this end we must foster 
its growth, and the extension of its influence. Every 
question affecting the great body of the profession, and 
every cause of dissension that cannot be settled by local 
societies without creating discord, should be referred to this 
body, and its decisions should not only be respected but 
faithfully followed. Thus the Association will truly be- 
come a great National Medical Congress in which every 
interest is represented, and whose annual legislation will 
elevate, purify, and strengthen the profession, and bind 
more closely the bonds of fellowship. 

The division of labor by the organization of sections was 
dispensed with at the last meeting. At the previoas meet- 
ing at New Haven these sections had been found to work 
well, giving larger scope and more thoroughness to the 
discussions. There can be no doubt that if properly 
managed the sections will be found an essential part of the 
scientific proceedings of the Association. They admit of 
the reading of papers which would otherwise be noticed 
only by their titles, and give ample opportunity for the 
consideration of the practical or theoretical questions which 
are presented. 

The necessity of a permanent Secretary becomes more 
and more evident as the business of the Association accu- 
mulates. Under the present sysftem it is quite impossible 
to secure the despatch that is required. The important 
duties of the Secretaryship, resting upon two persons widely 
separated, and firequently not acting in harmony, can never 
be faithfuUy discharged. The whole responsibility of this 
office should be placed upon a single person, and he should 
be held rigidly accountable for the prompt and correct ful- 
filment of his obligations. The office should be permanent, 
or at least should continue for a number of years, in order 
to render the Secretary entirely familiar with the business 
matters of the Association. The brief term of a year does 
not permit of any preparation, and whatever qualifica- 
tions the Secretary may have, naturaKor acquired, they do 
not seem to render him a capable officer at once. As this 
office, well discharged, can be no sinecure, the perminent 
Secretary should be liberally paid. The Association is now 
able to give a high character to its permanent officers, and 
in no way can it do so more advantageously and justly than 
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by placing its Secretary upoa a firm financial basis. If it is 
decided at the present meeting to establish a permanent 
Secretaryship, we trust the Association will exercise more 
than ordinary care and discretion in tbe selection of this 
officer. He should be a man of elevated character and re- 
putation in the profession, of great business habits, sincerely 
devoted to the interests and welfare of the profession, and 
resident at some accessible point No mere pnrvenu should 
be allowed to attain to an office of so much imporlance to 
the future success of the Association. Men of high position 
can be found who will fill the situation with dignity and 
with honor. 

An effijrt was made at the last meeting to secure the 
adoption of a rule prohibiting the selection of a president 
from the locality where the session of the Association . is 
held. We are not aware of the considerations which 
prompted the advocates of this proposition, and can treat 
the question only in its abstract sense. In every view that 
we can take of it such a rule is uncalled for, and would be 
both unjust and unwise. It is uncalled for, because there 
Las not been a settled policy on the part of the Association 
to select its President from the locality where tlie sessions 
are held. At meetings previously held in New York and 
elsewhere, the President has been chosen from other loca- 
lities. In the instance of the session in this city, the claims 
of several of the most eminent members of the profession 
resident in New York, were dibregarded, and Prof. Knigot 
of New Haven, was elected. Such a rule will frequently 
operate very unjustly by preventing worthy men from en- 
joying the honors of the Association. The position of Pre- 
sident is no mean distinction, and there are few who do 
not esteem it worthy of the highest ambition. Finally, 
any such limitation of the Association in the selection of its 
officers would be unwise and impolitic. This body should 
be entirely free, as should every voluntary organization, in 
the selection of a presiding pfficer. 

Many subjects of great general interest to the profession, 
as medical education, examining boards, specialism, etc etc., 
will be brought forward for discussion and adjudication. 
Subjects also of more immediate interest to the army me- 
dical service will probably be introduced, and the opinion 
of the Association will be solicited. It is not our province 
to discuss these questions in advance, but we may state 
that they should all receive full and impartial consideration. 
The Association should pass no matter by unnoticed, or 
slighted, which has been respectfully referred to it for a de- 
cision. Nor should its decisions be hastily given without 
due discussion and investigation. If its conclusions are to 
be respected they must be based upon an impartial as well as 
thorough and exhaustive examination. Most questions 
should be referred to committees to report at a subsequent 
meeting, thus giving ample time for investigation. 

In behalf of the profession of New York we most cor- 
dially welcome the delegates and members of the Asso- 
ciation to thb city. As it was here that the first steps were 
taken in its organization, and that its largest and most en- 
thusiastic meetings have been held, it is eminently proper 
that New York should give the Association renewed life 
after a season of suspended animation. Every needful ef- 
fort has been made by the profession of this city to render 
the session pleasant and profitable, and we anticipate being 
calle8 upon to chronicle the proceedings of one of the most 
successful meetings of this body ever held. 



THE TRANSFER OF THE SEVERELY WOUNDED. 

Wb are glad to learn that the severely wounded are to be 
transferred to the hospitals throughout the North and East^ 
and have no doubt but that the move wiU be attended 
with great benefit It has heretofore been the practice of 
sending North crowds of incorrigible malingerers, who 
manage by well contrived artifices to be on the sick list for 
months at a time. The fact is, this class of individuals are 
determined never to get well of their various pains and 
aches so long as they.can be near enough to their homes to 
get to them on passes, or to receive visits of sympathizing 
relatives and friends, or occasionally to rusticate on a fur- 
lough. It is on account of such inmates as these that the 
General Hospitals of the North have acquired the unen- 
viable reputation of demoralizing the army by affording 
places of refuge for so large a class of cowards. This could 
all be remedied by keeping such patients as near to their 
commands as possible, and have their places in our wards 
supplied by men who, by virtue of their honorable wounds 
or severe indispositions, are entitled to all the advantages 
which a Northern climate can confer. To such deserving 
ones the proximity of their friends acts beneficially and 
tends greatly towards a rapid recovery. They are either 
too sick or too badly wounded to be constantly asking for 
furloughs, and are content patiently and quietly to submit 
to treatment. If we have our hospitals well filled with 
such as these, we can answer for it that the lumbagoes, 
rheumatic attacks, and side-aches can be as well, and a great 
deal better, treated further from home. As an example of 
the beneficial effects of climate upon disease, we need only 
instance that of chronic diarrhoea, which, as is well known, 
sometimes only requires northern air to establish a cure. 
We see no reason, either, why wounds should not heal 
quicker under the same influences. In properly constructed 
vessels, the transportation to New York and the vicinity is 
easy, and we understand that such transports are being 
rapidly fitted out, each supplied with a competent surgeon- 
in-charge. We are exceedingly anxious to see the expe- 
riment tried, as we are confident of its success. There are 
a number of hospitals throughout the Department of the 
East, which, by their location and surroundings, are pecu- 
liarly adapted for the reception of such severe cases as may 
be sent 

OUR CONTENTS. 

Wb have no doubt but that our readers will be edified by 
the perusal of the lecture by Dr. Parker in our present 
number, as also of the report of Prof. Noegobratb*s 
Clinic. We are happy to state that both these gentlemen 
intend in future to contribute more or less regularly to our 
columns. The remaining portion of the journal also con- 
tains interesting articles, each of which will show its 
special claims to attention after having been read. 

THB PAY OF ACTING ASSISTANT-SURGEONS. 

On account of the present depreciation in paper currency, 
tlie pay of our Surgeons is necessarily narrowed down to 
quite a small figure, and the Acting Assistant- Surgeons, 
who, as far as remuneration is concerned, are at the bottom 
of the list, necessarily suffer the most This being the 
case, we can easily understand why the demand for this 
class of medical laborers is still urgent Until the Govern- 
ment chooses to increase the pay, it cannot expect to have 
its wants supplied. No respectable practitioner can, for 
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simply a hundred dollars a month, be tempted to leave his 
business for any length of time, even for temporary service ; 
and the hospitals of the country will necessarily soon get 
filled with young irresponsible medical striplings. If the 
Government wishes first-class men it must pay first-class 
prices. 

NEXT PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

There is already an active canvass of the claims of mem- 
bers for this high position. A number of names have been 
suggested, and each has its special and earnest advocates. 
But there is one name which transcends all others, and to 
which we must accord the most profound respect. It is 
the name of Mott. He whose life is contemporaneous 
with American surgery, and whose genius has done so 
much to advance it and give it an exalted position among 
foreign nationalities, still lives among us, hale and hearty, 
and as much alive to the interests of the profession as 
when lie commenced his career, half a century ago. His 
name cannot be rendered more illustrious or his fame more 
enduring by any honors which we may bestow ; Jbut we 
believe the Association might well be proud hereafler to 
point to the name of Mott among her Presidents. 



^rlitos. 



Transactions of the Illinois State Medical Society 
FOR THE Years 1861, '62, and *63. ' 

The eleventh annual meeting of this Society was held in 
Jacksonville, May 5th, 1863. The first paper is a Report 
on Typhoid Fever, by H. Noble, M.D., of Hey worth. His 
opinion is, that the disease is located especially in the mucous 
coat of the intestines, but not necessarily associated with 
ulceration of Peyer's glands, or any other tissue. In- the 
fatal cases he has seen death result from perforation 
of the intestine, exhaustion of the vital forces, or from 
the complication of other diseases. He does not be- 
lieve in curing^ as some do, in from four to six days, but 
directs his treatment first, to the correction of the supposed 
lesion of the intestines, and next to sustaining the patient. 
After evacuating the bowels with a mercurial, combined 
with from one to three grains of quinine, he gives nitric 
acid, diluted to about the strength of good vinegar, in tea- 
spoonfiil doses, repeated in four or six hours. Should the 
tongue become red and shining, the natural color is restored 
by the use of turpentine, in doses of from twenty to sixty 
drops, from two to four times a day, when the aoid is 
resumed, and continued until convalescence is established. If 
the secretions become deranged, they are restored by calo- 
mel. — Report of Ihe Special Commihee on Diseases of the 
£ye, by E. L. Holmes, M.D., of Chicago, is an account of 
some of the diseases coming immediately under the notice 
of the Committee, no communication having been received 
from any member of the Society. — Minor Menial Maladies, 
by Andrew McFarland, M.D., embraces some account of 
tho^e numerous vagaries we meet with, whether social, 
political, or reli^ous ; and while *' Moral Insanity,'* as a 
plea to screen villany, is denounced, the author believes 
that the physician too often overlooks an incipient mental 
malady, which would mitigate some minor offence for 
which the accused suffers punishment. — Report of the Com- 
mittee on Surgery, by Prof. E. Andrews, of Chicago. 
recounts some of the recent improvements made in civil 
surgery, especially in the treatment of fractures, and gives 
some account of the military practice seen by a portion of 
the Committee. — Delayed Union of Fractures, with Cases 
and TUustrationSj by David Prince, M.D., is a iDrief resum^ 
of the different methods of treating this accident; with a 



history of a case successfully treated by drilling, followed 
by compression of the fragments by means of Malgaigne's 
spike, drilling employed by itself having proved unsuc- 
cessful. • 



FREDERICKSBURGH. 

Special Correspondence. 
By direction of Surgeon-General Quackenbush of the 
State of New York, the following surgeons of New York 
City reported on the 10th inst. to Surgeon- General 
Barnes, at Washington, for duty at Fredericksburgh, Va., 
viz. Drs. Gurdon Buck. Wm. Detmold, H. B. Sands, Ste- 
phen Smith, Frank H. Hamilton, and T. C. Finnell. From 
Washington to Belle Plain they were accompanied by 
CoL. Cutler, Act. Med. Inspector-General, who visited the 
latter place to focilftate the transfer of the wounded. The 
wounded had just begun to arrive at this point, and as there 
was neither house nor wharf) it required all the efforts of 
this energetic officer to introduce any system into the 
chaos that reigned on his arrival. All the soldiers who 
reached this point were but slightly wounded, and most 
of them had walked from Fredericksburgh, about ten miles 
distant Belle Plain is but a landing at the mouth of Por 
• tomac Creek, without a house or sign of habitation. The 
Sanitary and Christian Commissions had preceded us, 
though we were but a few hours later than the first boat 
that reached the place, and had established their kitchens 
and were busy feeding the weary and exhausted multi- 
tudes which constantly streamed over the hills. A ride of 
four hours over a most disagreeable road brought us to 
Fredericksburgh at six o'clock p.m. of the 12th inst, where 
we reported to Surgeon R B. Dalton, Medical Director. 

There were at that time not far from four thousand 
wounded in the city, scattered throughout all the available 
buildings, as churches, hotels, stores, warehouses, etc., etc. 
On first entering these suddenly extemporized hospitals, we 
were struck with the utter destitution of all medical and 
hospital supphes. The patients lay thickly upon the floors, 
with only their dirty, tattered, blood, and pus-besmeared 
garments under and around them, and neither banda^^e, 
lint, nor old linen could be obtained to dress their offensive 
wounds. There was also great destitution of food, espe- 
cially such as the severely wounded require. There can, 
however, be no blame attached to the Medical Department 
for this absence of hospital supplies. It was the design of 
the military authorities to gather the wounded at Rappa- 
hannock Station, and transport them by railroad to Wash- 
ington, but the first train was intercepted by the rebels, 
and compelled to turn back. It was only after repeated 
attempts to reach a railroad station that it was decided to 
go directly to Fredericksburgh, which was then picketed by 
the rebels. This town had been stripped of everything 
available for the sick by the rebels, and the nearest point at 
which supplies could approach it by water was Belle Plain. 
To notify the authorities at Washington that Fredericks- 
burgh was to be the dep6t for the wounded, to ship and 
unsliip supplies to Belle Plain, and to transport them over 
a most difficult road, necessarily required time. Every 
effort was, however, being put forth by the Surgeon-Gene- 
ral to forward rapidly the requisite material. It should be 
added, also, that as soon as the Fredericksburgh road was 
opened it was occupied, as was the wharf at Belle Plain, 
by the ordnance trains of the army, to the exclusion for 
two days of the medical train. 

The Sanitary Commission, however, with that hghtness 
and ficetness which characterize all its movements, pressed 
through three wagon loads on the second day, and almost 
immediately began to distribute the precious gifts to the 
suffering. On Uie following days its supplies came in in 
greater abundance, and relieved the immediate wants. It 
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was interesting to notice the affection of the soldiers for this 
great charity. It was a common remark among the 
wounded, ** If the Old Sanitary is around we shan't suffer." 

The Christian Commission was also early on the ground, 
and furnished a large variety of indispenstble articles. Its 
agents visited the hospitals with pitchers of miik-punch, 
which was very grateful to the severely wounded. 

Whatever may be said against these organizations, they 
are truly worthy of the earnest support of the people. 
They furnish aid that does not come within the duties of 
the Medical Department, and they were certainly on this 
occasion earlier on the ground than the latter. 
Mat 15, ISei 



^rmj anlr Uabj Intdlijtnft 

CIBCULAB LET PER. 

BUROKON-GXNEBAL^S OmoX. 

Washington, D.C., May 24, 1864. 
The follow! Dg Order from the War Department is respectfully Airnlshed 
for your informatioo and guidance : 

WaB DBPARTirBNT, 

Wa8Bin«tom, D.C, May 90, 1841 

Acooants for newspaper advertising for the Bureaux of the War Depart- 
ment must be rendered in duplicate, and state upon their face— 

The name of the publisher or firm ; 
£ The name of the newspaper, and the place where published; 

The dates between which inserted ; 

The amount of matter and number of insertions charged for, and 
rate per square or line; and must be accompanied by a full schedule 
of the customary advertising terms of the newspaper, unless the same 
aholl have been previou^y fUcd with the Assistant Secretary of War. 

Accounts must then be verified by the officer by whom the adver- 
tisements are signed, stating that the publication was authorized by 
him, and the number of insertions ordered. 

Advertisements copied from other papers, toUhoui awfhorUy^ will not 
be paid for. 

The attention of officers is directed to the fkct that the practice of 
ordering advertisements to be inserted ^^till day^ of sale, eta, involves 
a useless expenditure, in cases where the station of the officer is remote 
fkom the place of publication. 

Officers issuing advertisements for publication will, at the same time, 
transmit copies of the same to the Assistant Secretary of War, stat- 
ing the newspapers in which they are to be published, and the num- 
ber of insertions ordered ; and whenever only a portion of the official 
newspapers in anyjocality are selected to publish any advertisement, the 
officer will state his reasons for selecting the particular papers in 
question, and also his reasons for not advertising in the other official 
papers in that locality. 
^ By order of the Acting Surgeon-General : 
*" (Signed; C. A. Dana, 

AisUUifU SeoreUry of War. 

By Order of the Secretary of War : 

a U. Gbamb, 

Surgton^ UJS.A. 



(GENERAL ORDERS, Na 198.) 

WaB DkPABTMXNT, AD/fTTANT-OBNBBACs OmOB, 

Wabuimoton, D.C, May li, 1864. 
J>uUe» of A$*i$tatU Surgeon-General: 

To flMmitata the prompt transmission of medical supplies tofpointa 
developed by emergencies, secure the proper distribution and presence 
of me<llcal officers and their assistants where their services are most 
roqaired, and to provide comfortable, abundant, and available hospital 
accooomodation fur the sick and wounded of the Armies of the West 
and South-west, the office of the Assistant Surgeon-General is establish- 
ed at LouisTillc, Ky. 

To ftilly accomplish these Important otjecta, Assistant Surgeon-Gene- 
ral R. C. Wood will have immediate control, under the general direc- 
tion of the Surgeon-General, of the Medical affiUrs in the Military De- 
partment of the North-west, the Northern Department, the Department 
of Kansa^ Missouri, and those composing the Division of the Mlesis- 
sippi, except that officers assigned to duty with any Army or Depart- 
ment win not be removed therefrom, unless by order of the War De- 
partment 

The orders, circulars, and instructions heretofore iMiblished by the 
Assistant Surgion-GeneraL, and such as may in future be required, will 
be obeyed and respected by all under his jurisdiction. 

By Older of the Secretary of War : 

• E. D. TOWKSXND, 

Auittani Ac^utanUOensral, 
Omcial: 



ORDERS, CHANGES, ise. 

MIfiCELLANBOIJS. 

Surgeon R. D. Lvnde, IT.S.V., has been ordered to Washington as a 
witness before a miliiary commission. 

Surgeon A. M. Clarli, U.S.y., has reported for duty to General Butler, at 
Bermuda Landing. 

Surgeon N. R. Derby, U.S.Ym was wounded at the battle of Cane Rirer^ 
while Medical Director to the Red River expedition. 

The Fort Schuyler General Uo^pital, at New York, and the General 
Hospital, at Chester, Fa., have been re-transferred to the Medical De- 
partment. 

Surgeon J. J. De Lamater, U.S.Y., has reported for duty at Fort Monroe, 
Va. 

Surgeon R. Nlccolls, XT.S.Y. Jias reported for duty to Assistatt Surgeon- 
General Wood, at Louisville, Ky. 

Surgeon C. F. IL Campbell, U.S. Y., is sick at his home In Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

The U. 8. Barraoks at Augusta, Me., have been turned over to the Me- 
dical Department for a hospital. 

A hospital of the ci^[>acity of five hundred beds ia being fitted up at 
Montpeller, Yt 

Surgeon G. H. Hubbard, TT.S.Y., has been ordered to resume his dutiea 
as Medical Director, District of the Frontier, Fort Smith, Ark. 

The Barracks at Willett's Point, N. Y., thobe recently occupied by 
the iBt D. C. Cavalry, at Washington, D.O., and the District of Colum- 
bia Armory, have been turned over to the Surgeon-General for hospital 
purposes.^ 

The Board of Inn>eotora, instituted in Special Orders ffl^ series of 
1868, from the War Department, to inspect the Government Hospitals 
and MiUtaiy Prisons in the Department of Washington, has been dis- 
solved. 

The General Hospital at Willett's Point, N. Y., will be known as the 
Grant Hospital 

Bui^n J. G. Eeenon, U.S.A., has resumed charge of the Adams Hos- 
pitid, Memphis, Tenn. 

OBDBBS. 

Surgeon A. H. Thurston, U.8.Y., is relieved from duty in the Army of 
the I'otomao, and will report to the Commanding Genenu, Department of 
Washington. 

Surgeon G. H. Hubbard, U.8.Y., is relieved firom duty in the Depart- 
ment of Arkansas, and will report to the Commanding General, Depart- 
ment of the East 

Surgeon J. Leavems, U.S.Y., is' relieved fh>m duty in the Department 
of the East, and will report to the Commanding General, Department 
of Washington. 

< Surgeon Gideon S. Palmer, U.S.Y., Is relieved from duty in the De- 
partment of the Cimiberland, and will report to Surgeon Josiah Simp- 
son, U.S.A., Medical Director, Middle Departmentto assume the duties 
lately performed by Surgeon Charlos Sutherland, U.8»A., at AnnapoUi* 
Md. 

Hospital Chaplain O. W. Heisly, n.8.A., will report to the Command- 
ing General, Department of the South, to relieve Howltal Chaplain «l. 
WTiite, U.S.A. 

Surgeon C. Sutherland, U.S.A., is relieved fh>m duty at AnnapoHa, 
Md., and will report in person to the Burgeon-General for assignment 
to duty. 

Surgeon Charies Sutherland, U.S. A., is assigned to duty as Medical 
Purvevor at Washington, D.C., to relieve Medical Storekeeper H. John- 
son, U.S.A. On being relieved Medical Storekeeper Johnson will report 
to Surgeon Sutherland for duty. 

Surgeon J. H. Peabody. U.S.Y., is relieved from duty in the Depart- 
ment of the Missouri, and wiU report to the Commanding General, De- 
jiartment of Kansas. 

Surgeon C. F. H. Campbell, U.S.Y., is relieved from duty in the De- 

Kiment of Missouri, and will report to the Commanding General, Middle 
partment. 

DI80HAB0E8, DI8MZSBAI8, BTO. 

Assistant-Surgeon N. S. Drake, 10th New York Cavalry, dismissed by 
sentence General Court-Martial for conduct unbecoming an officer. Gene- 
ral Orders No. 81, Headqimrters Department of Washington. 

Hospital Steward John A. Seaion, U.S.A., honorably aiscbarged. 

Medical Cadet Francis P. Casey. U.B.A., honorably discharged to enable 
him to accept the appointment uf Assistant-burgeon, 8ih New York Ar- 
tillery. 

Surgeon £. M. Seely, Slst Illtnois Yds., honorablv discharged, having 
tendered his resignation on account of physical disability. 

Private C. C. Elo, Co. "" G,'' lOih Maine Yols., honorably discharged to 
enable him to accept an appointment as Acting Asslstant-Surseon li.S. A. 

Assistant-Surgeon James L. Chipman,89th Massachusetts Vols., honora- 
bly discharsed on account of phyilical disability, on recommendation of a 
Board of Officers. 

Assistant-Surgeon James A. Emmerton, 88d Massachusetts Yols., and 
Samutil C Wbittier, 11th Massachusetts Vols., honorably dlschai^ped at 
the request of the Governor of Massachusetts, to enable them to accept 
commihsions in other regimentSb 

BBSIONKD. 

Hospital (%aplain Henry Hopkins, U.S.A., to take effect May 2S, 1864. 

LBAVB OP ABSBNCB. 

Hospital Chi4>1ain James White, U.S A., for sixty days for the benefit of 
his health. 
Surgeons Daniel Meeker and Charles J. Kip, U.8.Y., for ten days each. 

APPOIKTBD. 

Assistant-Surgeon Lyman Allen to be Surgeon 5th Beximent U. 8. 
Colored Troops. 

Dr. William A. Spears to be Assistant-Surgeon 1st R^ment Michigan 
Colored Volunteers. 

Charles Haslam, Robert J. Strong, W. B. Young, and T. D. Smith, 
U.S.Y., and Henry C. Saxton, of Washington, to be Hospital Stewards 
U.8.A. • 
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Dim,— ABabtu^Bargeon Jobn T. Ktler. U.B.A^ on tha Etb oT Maj, 
1861, at UeLeni, Ark., wblk eo riAla rroin LitUe Hock, Ark., lu Lnula- 
TlJla, Kj., liter ■ hw boon' lUncu. 
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Abatrul of th« Offlolil RBport. 
From the IRlli da; of Ui; lo the SSd dsy of Mi^, IBM 

0*ott«.— M«n.m:irom«ii,B8;boj^llO:glrle, «L i;lilldreii bora or 
wUvo [wnli, S4; furglgn, IM; not lUlod, I; totiJ,4W. Adnll*. M«: 
chLliIi«n.20e; n»l<«, !S1; femilci, ISS; coJurcd penoni, 11. 

Among Uw ciDH> ofilMUiwo notice i—ErysVwi. 0; lUbomlnuriii, » ; 
■popleiv. S; InhiaClle conTDMuns. SI ; croiip, S; dipblberLla, «4: Boarlel 
tvrar. l(ti pnerperal fever, 0; typhus ind lypboidfavDi^ IS; consuaiplion, 
C3; eDuII-poi.S: mctsltM^S; dVopsy jd bceil, IT; tnrantll? tnantmns, 11; 
wbooping cough, i; InflimnuHon of brain, B; of bowels •; of lonpi, 
3a; brsDcbllli. fl; dlUTbiBiaod dvKDt0T7, 18. MO di-atbt otonrrHl trfna 
■cms dliaUDa, and BG from violent cauut. sn were natlvs, ud In 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 

AuERIcAH Medioai. AaaociATiON. — DekgattM residing in 
Ihis City or Brooldyn, and thou who may be here, are rt- 
quaUd to eaH at Irving Bail, to praent their crtdentiida 
and renter Ihtir names, etc., on Monday aftenuxm, Jane 6, 
hettoten 13 and 6 o'clock. 

New York Cohntt Medical Society, — A Stated Meet- 
ing of tilt aboire Society will be held at the College of Physi- 
dant and Sttrgeona, comer of 23d street and ith Avenue, 
on Monday Evening next, June 6, at 8 o'clock, Db. Jonab 
P. LoiHES tuill read a Paper on Vaccination, and prtaerU 
aat$ to the Society iltuslraimg the devdopment and matura- 
tion of the vaceiite vaitlt. A/ter which the treatment of 
Membranous Croup by Hot Vapor taill be disctissed. 

The Profession is reiptfifiilly invited to attend. 

AMEBICAN UED1CAL ASSOCIATION 
WUtrntttalOnlMrmaUiiii,, Comer <^ Irvtng Plant ami INk Streel. 
Tbnt Ibe oiyanlutlon of tbe meeting mif ba effactod irlth at IIKla 
iteln; aa iHjaalble, and U the appointed bout of 10 a.K , tbe Cuuimlltf i 
of Arrangetncnt* partU.-uJtirlu ruqneil Ihal tb« sacrolarLefl ofliie aeTprnf 
bodloa puriHHlnK to send debjratua to Ibo AeooclaEkon, woLild forward 
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it. Frank H. Hamilton has removed 



Wm. Frothingham, M.D., late House 
Burgeon aud PhTilclan. Bellerna QMpltal, cor. ISSUi U. and 1Mb 
ATaniH, Waabingtoa Uelgbta, Now York. 



DA CO§TA'tl 

MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS. 

JDST PUBLISHSD, 
MEDICAL DIAGK0SI3 : WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE 

TO PRACTICAL MEDICINE. 
A Guide to the KnoTliidge and DiTCrininatibD of DUeases. 

B7 J. K. DA OOBtA, K.D-, 

LacRirer on Olnleal Uedlclne and Pb;slcUn to tho FUladelpbU 

Ho«p<taI, eW. olc 

JllustrcUed leith Nvmerota Engrailing: 

OnoTol.. Bto. I&OO. 



VACCINE 

Virus of all kinds, perfectlj pure, and 
moac rsliable, aud by tbe leading pbyaiclana of tEia city; pal spin 
.be beat form Itor tranamisalon lo taj imrt of tbo «orld. Pricea— alnrrla 
obe, Tfl eti^ tliroe, t% tingle cbstgeofelgbtb-da)' lymph, nu pointed qaj [la, 
.beta; flfltfcn pointa, %\ ; single charge, nn Donvei flurlkce of avotlon of 
inlll, SO nia. : t,;n. (1. Oiisu from tl to 18, uoordlng to weight. 
A neir Block of nccine on band, May lllh; two remoTes from tbo 



Eaatern DIapenaarj, 



P. LOINES, M.D., 



Street, New Totk. 



The "Fifth Avenue Pharmacy/' 

No. 167 FIFTB ATE, (BET. 3iOT and S3i> STS.), 
NEW T O K K . 

JOHN CANAVAK, Pharmaceulisi. 



D' 



.r. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 

MENT AT FLORKNCE. MASS. (near NoRbamplon), ii plewiant- 
.... — ,.._..i ,.. ™ian^ amply anppllcd wltli IbBpurasl, 



If altnated in ■ healthy m 

■ofleat, and eoldeat granlU 

vle»allaronnd; bowliDg alleya; boata; bllliatd uble; planoa; ^ymnaa- 

tloi; aereral hundred feel of covenKl plauu; rooma ail light and alrr; 



healthy ^roncA nf the Healing Art, baaed entirely upon phjaiological 
plnclp1e^ be conalden It well worth the altenUon of the Profeealon, who 

""^or-ft-lfc, eleTpplj °a...bn"" 

"Hiphtheria : Practical Observations 

jJ un, and the TrealDient oi; with caaet. 

Pyrophosphate of Iron, Preparation 

and Tberapcutical Uses of. 
1)1 E. N. CHAPMAN, M.D., 
^yaielan in 



The Anatomioal Ball and 
Socket-Jointed Legf, 

with lateral motion at the ankle, lite (he natnial one. 

THE U, 8. TRMT AND NAVT LEG. 
Tbe latter l> ttaralafaed lo aoldien by the U. B. Goremmcnt wlthont 
charge by apjiljing lo DouglaK Uly, Mil,. [I. B. Commlaaloner Ibr fUr- 
Dlablng ArtlDcinl Loin lu Si.ldlcra. Offlcra— CAS Bioadway, N. T,, &o- 
Chester, B. V., (Jlnclnnall, (I,. or sl Louis Mo. 
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A Fine Opportunity for a Surgeon. 
—Dr. gwinburno, of Albany. N. T„ r«eenUy appirinCHl Health 

eslabliehed ]>laee of sui>:lcal buttuen. The hnnee Is proTided wHa ill 

his own conienli'nie, an3 hence la well aduptod to Ibu wanu of a 
pbytlclan or eutgeun. 'Ihere it probably do more eligible looUlun for 
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GEORGE TIEMANN A CO. 



Manufacturers of Surgical Instru 

ill MENTS, &c 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 



OTTO & RBYNDERS, 
Mftoufhctarera and Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

64 (late) 58 Chatham Street, New York. 

The yarlons BnllntA for Morbus Goxarins, AbdomlDal Supporters, Shoulder- 
braces, Stockings for Varicose Veins, Electric Machines, Ear-Trnmpeta. 
Fracture Splint^ Crutches, Syringes, Enentaa, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, etc 

tA rtificial Legs and 
-lI. Arms. Selpho's Patent The be^t sub- 
stitutes for lost limbs the world of science 
has ever Invented. (Established 84 years.) 
Can be had only of 
WM. SELPnO, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
8end for pamphlet 516 Broadway, N. T. 

N.B. — A Silver Medal Just awarded at the late Fair of the American 
Institute for the best Artificial Limbs. 

FJ^UID MAGJfCSIA 



WADE & FOBD, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS; 

Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
6UBGICAL AND DENTAL 1N8TBCMENTS, APPLIANCES, 

SYRINGES, rrc 
85 Fulton gtreet, Nw> York, 

W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which thev have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. Jambs B. Wood, a ftiU description of which will be 
forwaraed upon application. Also, Dr. Lkvhs A. Saybs^b improved out- 
door Splint for Morbus Coxasius. Directions for measurements wlU be 
forwaraed when requested. 

J?</'0r«»cM;— James R. Wood, M.D., Lxwis A Satbs, M.D., BrBPum 
SMrrH, M.D., B. F. Bachk,M.D., U.S.N. 

PRICED 0A1AL0GUE8 WILL BE 8EKT TO ANY ADDRESS. 

^^ Agents for Jewett's Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
others. 

Sole Agents for ^ Ferminichs Irritation Instrument** Price $8.00. 




Is eamestlv and confidently reconomended to those who appreciate a 
superior article. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen grains of magnesia in 
an elegant and permanent solution. Whilst possessing vastly increased 
medicinal properties, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
article of Foreign or domestic manufSEicture. As a corrector of acidity, an 
invigorating tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
it is without a rival, and has elicited unqualified approbation. 

PYLE & BBOTHEB, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. T. 
FOR 8ALE BY 
JA8. 8. ASPINWALL, 8« WiUlam St, N. Y. 

8CUIEFFEL1N BBOl^UEBS & CO., William, cor. BeekmanSt, N. Y. 
CASWELL, MACK A CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y- and Newport K. L 
HEGE MAN &, CO., Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atiantic Sis., Brooklyn, N. T. 
J. U. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Vanderbilt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, cor. Fifth and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia. 
H. C. BLAIK, oor. Eighth and Walnut St&, Philadelphia. 
W YETU it. BBOTUER, 1412 Walnut St., Philadelphia. « 
. And by Druffi^sto s^neraUy. 

L & W. GRUNO W'S 

COMPOUND ACHROMATIC MICROSCOPE. 

I. and W. Grunow wonJd respectAilly inform the Medical Profession, 
and Miorosoopists generally, that they have largely increased their facili- 
ties for manufacturing their microscopes by the addition of new and 
improved machinery to their eatablishmentt and that in consequence 
they are now prepared to fill orders more promptiy. 

In order to suit the convenience of a huge proportion of their patrons,, 
and espeoially of those not residing in New Yoi^ they have constituted 
Mi^ F. J. EMMERICH, 27 MAIDEN LANE, special agent for the sale 
of their Microscopes and MicroscopiciU Apparatus, and they would re- 
spectfUly recommend that hereafter all orders be directed to his address. 

They are convinced that by this arrangement they will hereafter be 
enabled to devote their attention more to the manufacture and constant 
iroprovement of their instruments than has heretofore been their pri- 
vilege, when they also had to give attention to business details and to 
lengthy correspondence. 

N.B.— Price lists can be had Arom Mb. EMMERICH on application, 
the second and revised edition of their Scientific and Descriptive Cata- 
logue will soon be ready, and will be sent to any address on application 
upon the receipt of 50 cents of postage currency. 

Mb. EMMERICH will keep on hand a constant and fhll supply of 
miorosoopical objects, slides, thin-glass eivsrs, and all ingredients for 
mounting objects. 

New Yobk, May, 1861 



Vaccine Virus from Kine. — One crust, 
10 quills, and one capillary tube, one dollar each. 
This virus is ftee ttom syphiUtic or other taint Is derived ttom 
selected healthy country kine. Is powerful and Mttisfoctory. It is pre- 
ferable to that in oomm<ni use. 

Address EPHBAIM CUTTER, M.D., 

Wobum, Mass. 
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THE DISEASES OF THE EAR: 

^ THEIR DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT. ' 

A Text-Book ot Aural Surgery, in the Form of Academical Leotnresi 

Bt dr. ANTON VON TROLTSCH, 

Aural Surgeon and Lecturer in the University in Wurzbnrg, Bavaria. 

Translated from the German, and Edited by 

n. B. St. JOHN ROOSA, M.D., 

Assistant Surgeon to the New York Eye Infirmary. 

Illustrated with Wood Engravings. 

From the Second and Last German Edition. In one handsome 
8va Vdlume. Price $2.00. 

Sent by Mail, Free of Postage. 

The London Medical TUnsa and OametU^ in a review of TroItflcb*e 
book, savs : ** Of the volume published by Dr. Von Troltsoh, we are gbd 
to be able to speak very highly. He bringi* large resources to illustrate his 
subject, and treats it in a thoroughly comprehensive manner. In his case, 
too, there is not wanting the knowle<1ge, which nothing ebe can supply, ot 
the morbid conditions of the ear which are met with after death, and 
therefore may be pobltively known to have existed, some of them at least, 
during life.*' 

The DubHn Quarterly Journal says : ** Yon Troltsch enjovs the repn> 
tation of being at present the Jlrst aurist in Germany^ and forms one of 
the Stttff of the Wurzburg^University, which numbers among its Profea- 
BorsL SCANZONI, KOLL&ER, HEINRICH, MULLER— names already 
well known to the Britl^di medical publla** 

WM. WOOD & Co., 61 Walker Street, New York. 

Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 
self to tbe investigation and application of Electricity as a refnedial 
a^ent for the last thirteen yean, ana being duly qualified as well by hie 
scientific attainments as by his great experience to apply It in the most 
effectual manner, brings tills fact to the notice of the profeasioa. Pa- 
tients sent to him for this mode of treatment, will otherwise remain 
under the charge of their attending physicians. Uifl business is free 
fh>m all charlatanism and quackery. 

141 FOURTH AVENUE. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL 

MEETING, 

BSLD AT NEW YOBK, JCMB 7tb, 8lh, And 9th, 18M. 

Tuesday, June Ith — ^Mobnino Session. 

The Association met pursuant to regrulations at eleven 
o'clock Tuesday morning, June 7, 1864, at Irving Hall, 
New York, and was called to order by the retiring Presi- 
dent, Alden March, M.D., of Albany, supportetl by retiring 
Vice-Presidents, Dr. John Cooper, of Delaware ; Dr. David 
Prince, of Illinois ■ Dr. C. C. Cox, Surg. U.S.V. The 
Secretaries, Drs. H. A. Johnson of Illinois, and Guido 
Furman of New York, were also present 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. De Witt of New 
York, after which Dr. James Anderson of New York. 
Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, welcomed 
the delegates and members, and made the following 
report : 

Mb. Prestobnt and Delegates to tiie American Medi- 
cal Association — Gentlemen : — In the discharge of the 
duty devolved upon me as Chairman of your Committee 
of Arrangements, it affords me great pleasure on this, the 
fifteenth anniversary of the Association, in behalf of your 
committee as well as the profession in general, to extend to 
you a cordial welcome. This organization, whose germ was 
first developed in the Medical Society of the State of New 
York, was perfected on the seventh of May, 1847, by the 
election of the venerable Dr. Nathaniel Chapman of Phi- 
ladelphia as its first President, since which time its meet- 
ings have been hold in nearly all the prominent cities of 
our country. Its sole object has ever been the elevation 
of the dignity and usefiilness of the profession, in the 
endeavor to obtain which it becomes us individually as 
well as collectively, by our advice and example, to stimu- 
late each other to higher attainments, and by our conduct 
to command respect. It is now eleven years since your 
last meeting in this city, around which occasion cluster 
many pleasantreminiscences, saddened only by the absence 
of some of the brightest names among your ranks, who 
have passed to their silent resting-place — ^names which 
gave aignity to your body and wisdom to your counsels. 
Your Committee of Arrangements, in due time after their 
appointment in Chicago, organized and invited a repre- 
sentation from the hospitals, colleges, and medical societies 
of this city and Brooklyn, for the purpose of eliciting a 
united expression and procuring a more extensive and 
general welcome to this national reunion, and have ma- 
tured such plans as it is hoped will render your stay both 
instructive and interesting. Guide-book^ will be furnished 
to each delegate, with a programme comprising a variety 
of intellectual as well as social amusements. Among the 
institutions which have sprung up since your former visit 
may be noticed St Luke's Hospital, on the Fifth Avenue, 
with a full and efficient medical staff; also a medical col- 
lege under the auspices of the Commissioners of Charities 
and Corrections, and in connexion with the Belle vue Hos- 
pital and Aims-House ; and in time, through the liberal 
bequest of the late Mr. Roosevelt, a third hospital will be 
added to the list There is a feature, Mr. President, in 
your present assembhng, of deep interest and solemn 
regret I allud^ to that profound silence of several, and 
the diminished response of other States, which will appear 
upon the calling of the roll It would not be proper on 
this occasion, nor becoming the circumstances under which^ 
I appear before you, to ^lude to its cause. Let us trust-, 
however, that, through the interposition of an all-Wise and 
overruling Providence, the time is not far distant when 
we may again offer to our alienated brethreu the hand of 
professional fellowship which it is our privilege to extend 
to you this day. I again welcome you all to this metropolis. 

On motion, the report was received and adopted. Dr. 
Anderson, on behalf of the Committee, suggested that the 
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Association sliould hold two daily sessions during Tuesday, 
Wedtesday, and Thursday— one in the mormng, from ten 
to half-past one o'clock p.m. ; and one in the afternoon, 
from three o'clock until such time as was the pleasure of 
the body to adjourn. On motion, tliis suggestion was 
ordered to b<f embodied in the repoit. 

SrRG. C. C. Cox, U.S. v., moved that Surg. Charles B. 
Tripler, U.S.A., be invited to a seat on the platform. 

It was then moved that the Association should take a 
recess of tin minutes for the purpose of affording an 
opi oitunity to the delegates to select the Nominating Com- 
mittee, w hiih was tairied. After the Inpi^^e of the specified 
time, the Committee elected reported the following names: 

J. C. Weston, Maine; Tlios. D. Marsliall, N.H.; J. N. 
Stiles, Vermont ; H emtio R. Stoi er, Mass. ; Johnson Gar*« 
diner, Rhode Island ; E. H. Catlin, Conn. ; Jas. P. White, 
New York; L A. Smith. New Jersey; A. Nebinger^ 
Penn.: F. E. B. Hintze, Maryland; Henry F. Askew, 
Del. ; B. B. Leonard, Ohio ; Jas. F. Hibbaitl, Ind. ; Wm. 
H. By ford. 111. : S. G. Armor, Mich. ; J. H Bai tlett. Wis. ; 
A. E. McCurdy, Iowa; Geo. W. Phelps, Mo.j NoUo 
Young, D.C. ; Thos. Antisell, U.S.A. ; and TIwm. L. Smith, 
U.S.N. 

RETiRiNa President's Adpresp. 

Dr. Alden March was next requested to read his retir- 
ing address as President of tlie Association. His subject 
had reference to the elevation of the standard of the pro- 
fession by a thorough and proper medical education. After 
a few general and preliminary remarks, and the rehearsal 
of the views of many of those who had devoted consider- 
able time and attention to the theme, he set forth its 
claims upon the consideration of the Association as a body, 
and urged the importance, in tlie first place, of a fitting 
prehminary education, as the grand foundation-stone upon 
which to rear the superstructure, and contended that every 
candidate for the honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine 
should be required to attend three full courses of lectures, 
instead of the two usually prescribed. If this plan were 
carried out, he had no doubt but that the time of study 
thus increased would afford the student an opportunity to 
digest more fully the great principles of our art as given 
to him in the lecture-room. Too many of our young men, 
in his opinion, were allowed to graduate, who, for want of 
these very opportunities, suffered fit)m a mental indigestion 
which troubled them more or less through their whole 
professional career, and prevented them from applying the 
great . truths of science to every-day practice with that 
degree of satisfaction which was the only sure forerunner 
of advancement and success. If each course should only 
comprise a period of four months, he thought that the 
entire time of attending lectures, extending, as it should, 
over a period of three years, would be more than equiva^ 
lent, in point of actual benefit to the student, to the ordi- 
nary two full courses of six months each. 

Dr. Wilson Jewell, Pa., moved that a vote of thanks 
be tendered to Dr. March for his able and interesting ad- 
dress, and that he be requested to furnish a copy for pub- 
hcation. 

The Association then adjourned till three T.U. 

Tuesday — Afternoon SEinoif. 
The Association was called to order by the President, 
after which the minutes of the previous session were read 
by the Secretary. The names of registered members were 
next read. 

Officers foe the Ensuing Year. 

The Nominating Committee then made the ibUowing 

partial report: — 

Fteiident, N. S. Davis, of Illinois. 
W. S. MussET, Ohio. 
Worthington Hooker, Conn. 
William Wheelin. Ind. 
.( F. B. B. Hbintzb, Md. 
Secretary, Guroo Furman, N. Y. 
Treasurer, Casper Wister, Pa. 
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The Committee recommended Boston, Mass., as the- 
place for holding the next annual meeting. 

Dr. GriscoMj N. Y., moved that the report of. the Com- 
mittee be laid upon the table in order to discuss the fol- 
lowing proposed amendments to the plan of organi- 
zation ; — 

lat. ProvldlnK tor the appointment of one permanent Secretary. 9d. 
That the President and Yice-Presfdenta of this Associatiun elected each 
year ahall assume the functions of their respective office's at the beginning 
of the meeting of the year next succeeding their election. 

This motion, however, was, after much discussion, finally 
lost. 

Dr. Eaphael, of New York, then moved that the report 
of the Nominating Committee be recommitted, with in- 
structions that two Presidents be nominated instead of 
one, and that the one who should receive the majority 
of the number of votes cast should be declared elected. 

A lengthy discussion then ensued as to the propriety of 
the measure, and it was eventually voted down. 

The question for the adoption of the report of the Com- 
mittee was next put and carried. 

On motion of Dr. Griscom of New York, the President 
and Vice-Presidents were duly escorted to their chairs. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, on assuming his duties as President of 
the Association, tendered his sincere^thanks for the honor 
conferred upon him, and asked of the members their kind 
cooperation in bis endeavors to perform the duties of his 
office. 

The Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements stated 
that invitations were extended to the members to visit the 
following places:— U. S. Navy Yard, Brooklyn; Green- 
wood Cemetery, Brooklyn ; Collegiate and Polytecbnic 
Institute; Long Island College Hospital; U. S. Naval 
Hospital, Brooklyn ; U. S. Soldiers' Dep6t, N. Y. 

The following gentlemen were announced as members 
by inviution :— Drs. Ed. M. Stein, G. R. Brush, P. H. 
Barton, D. McSweeny, H. H. Gregory, Ehsha Harris, and 
B. Dewitt^ Bradford Co., Pa. 

The President appointed the following Committee to 
examine all voluntaiy communications: — Prs. A. B. Pal- 
mer, H. P. Askew, S. G. Hubbard. 

Dr. Cyrus Ramsay, N. Y., moved that the regular order 
of business be suspended, and that the propo^ amend- 
ments of the Constitution be taken up. Which was car- 
ried, and the following amendment introduced :— 

Amendment of the CoNsniunoN in Relation to Per-^ 

MANENT Secretary. 

It is hereby ordained that Article 4, Sec. 1, of the 
Constitution be amended as follows : — From the 2d line 
strike out the words " two Secretaries," and insert ** one 
Permanent and one Assistant Secretary ;" and in the 6th 
line after word " officer," insert the words ** except the 
Permanent Secretary ;" also add to the same section the 
following : ** the Permanent Secretary shall hold his op- 
pointment for ten years, unless sooner removed by death, 
resignation, or a vote of two-thirds of the members pre- 
sent at a regular annual meeting." 

And be it further ordained Siat Section 5 of the same 
article be striken out, and the following substituted in its 
place, viz. : " The Permanent Secretary shall record the 
minutes and authenticate the proceedings, give due notice 
of the time and place of each next ensuing annual meet- 
ing ; notify all members of Committees of their appoint- 
ment and of the duties assigned to them ; hold correspon- 
dence with other permanently organized Medical Societies 
both domestic and foreign; serve as a member of the 
Committee on PubUcation ; see that the published Trans^ 
actions are promptly distributed to all the members who 
have paid their annual assessment, and carefully preserve 
the Archives and unpublished Transactions of the A^o- 
ciation. 

The Assistant Secretary shall aid the permanent Secre- 
tary in recording, and authenticating the Proceedings of 
the Association ; serve as a member of the Committee of i 



Arrangements, and perform all the duties of permanent 
Secretary temporarily whenever that office shall be vaoant 
eitlier by death, resignation, or removaL 

And be it further ordained, that Article 6, Section 
" second" be added after the word " meetings," in the 
second line, the following, viz. : " including the necessary 
expenses of the permanent Secretary in maintaining the 
correspondence of the Association." 

Alter reading the amendments, Dr, Jewell of Pennsyl- 
vania moved to stnke out from the last clause, ** attend- 
ing tlie regular meetingR." Which motion was adopted. 

Dr. Nebinger, Pa., moved to strike out the word " ten** 
in the second paragraph, and substitute ^' five." Which 
was lost. 

Dr. Griscom proposed to strike out all that related to a 
specified term of years. 

The previous question being called for and sustained, 
the amendment of Dr. Griscom was carried. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the proposed 
amendments as amended, it was nnally carried in the 
affirmative. 

The Association then adjourned until ten am, of the day 
following, June 8. 

During the evening the members were handsomely 
entertained at the residences of Drs. Jos. M. Smith, C. A. 
Budd, Isaac E. Taylor, Gurdon Buck, and Mayor Gunther. 

Wednesday, June 8th. — ^Morning Session. 

The Association was called to order by the President^ 
N. S. Davis, at 10 a.m. 

The minutes of the previous session were then read by 
the Secretary, Dr. Furman, and adopted. 

The following gentlemen were elected members by invi- 
tation, and were requested to take seats on the platform: — 
Drs. C. W. Stearns, N. Y. ; C. C. Knight New Haven ; 
S. H. Casey, Oneonta ; W. B. Southern, Mich. ; Philander 
White, Gswego Co., N. Y. ; P. L. Livingston, Barrett, 
Mass. ; Jno. Green, Worcester, Mass. ; — lu)yes. Nor walk, 
Conn. ; Thomas Cock, N. Y. 

On motion, the following gentlemen were elected perma- 
nent members : — ^Drs. Brown-Sequard, Boston, Mass. ; 
Jno. P. Gray, State Lunatic Asylum, Utica, N. Y. 

The reports of the Standing Committee were next called 
for in regular order and referred to their appropriate sec- 
tions. 

Treasurer's Report. ^ 

The report of the Treasurer, Dr. C. Wisteb, showed a 
balance on hand of $449.02. Only about 120 copies of 
Volume xiv. have been sold during the past year. 

Heport on Cohpulsort Yaooenation. 

Dr. Jas. F. Hibbard, Chairman of the Committee on Com- 
pulsory Vaccination, read a report in which it was con- 
tended that the adoption of the measure was impracticable, 
inasmuch as it was necessary for the people to be convinced 
of its utiUty and harmlessness before they would submit. 
They could be properly educated in this matter by the 
medical profession, who should act as a unit in recommend- 
ing it under all circumstances. The Committee also recom- 
mended that the daily papers throughout the Union should 
be requested to ventilate the matter, and use every persua- 
sion in their power to bring the public to a proper under- 
standing of the power of vaccination in preventing the 
spread of small-pox. The report concluded with the fol- 
lowing resolutions :- — 

£molv4dt That a oommitte* of ibe appointed, to sapenrlse and oon- 
trol ander the direction of this Aisooiaaon, all matters pertaining to 
goneral vaoetnatlon. 

R4toln€dy That a oonunlttee of be i^pointed in eaeh Btaie to eoper- 
intead the measure in its Btate^whieh o<»nmittee shall be salxntlinate^ 
aozillary, and adrisory to the Central Committee. 

Signed, Jab. F. Hibbabsi, CkaUrmam, 

"WiLaoN JnwsLL. 
Jiro. H. Obisoom. 

Adopted, and referred to the section on Public Health. 

Dr. H. H. Childs, of Mass., was invited to take a seat 
on the platform. 
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Medicines and Susoical Appabatus fob the Wounded 
and suitsring in the soxtth. 

Dr. a. K, Gabdner, of N. Y., offered the following : — 

WherMM, It Is the datr and creat dlsttnctlon of Christian nations, and 
in eonfonnity with the hi^est Instinots of humanity, to assaage the suf- 
ferinffs and mitigate the horrors <^ war in every pottlble manner, in 
whien attempt the medloal profession has ever been eminently consplcu- 
ons: and 

wher^aSt The stringeney of our blockade of the Sonthem coast has to 
a great extent deprived the sick and wounded, the feeble babe, the help- 
less woman, the aged man, as well as the safTereis by wounds and disease 
in tlie ranks of our enemies, of needftil appliances to relieve pain and to 
save life ; and 

ITAsrsas, From the same canse thousands and tens of thousands of 
our own brave sons and brotliers, fighting for the holy canse of oar glorioos 
Union, and left wounded on the nattle-fleld in the hands of the enemy, 
have been compelled to have operations performed without the relief ana 
benefit which ehloroform would bring, and have lain in suffering unto 
death in the hospitals of the South from the absolute destitution of the 
country of many needful medicines and instruments of snrsery ; and 

Whir€a$, These articles mo in no respect to be considered ss among 
the ** sinews of war.** and, as has been seen, are not noaterial to a vigorous 
prosecution of rebellions warlkre ; and 

ITAereos, This Association, numbering among its lawful members the 
medical men ot the entire thirty-four .States of the Union, we deem it 
eminently fitting that we should urge upon the Government and the peo- 
ple of the United States to rememoer the universal brotherhood of man 
and the undying attributes of humanity ; it is therefore unanimously 

Be^oUed, That the Association request the President of the United 
States to take such action ss shall cause all medicines and medical and 
Burgical instruments and appliances to be excluded from the list of arti- 
cles called ** contraband of war,** and that such articles in any quanti^ 
may be purchased by any person in any State of the Union, and may be 
conveyed beyond our lines under a flag of truce, after proper inspection, 
so as to give evety iiecessary comfort to relieve any human sufTerlng, 
wbethw of our own soldiers or that of the enemy. 

BMol9ed^ That a copy of the above Preamble and Reeolotion be sent to 
the President and Heads nt Departments, and to each and eveiy member 
of the United States Senate, and attested by the officers of ttiJb Associa- 
tion; and that every member be requested to nse all the influence in his 
power in stripping this fratricidal war of some of its unnecessary horrors, 
and thereby to Inaugurate the re-establishment of more kindly feelings, 
and to smooths away some of the obstructions to the recondliaUon of our 
misguided brethren. 

JtMohed^ TbMt a Committee, representing every State of the Union 
here present, be appointed to present these Resolutions to the President. 

On motion, the consideration of the resolutions was inde- 
finitely postponed. 

Increase op Bank and Pat of Medical Staff of Armt 

AND Navt. 

Dr, C. C. Cox offered a resolution to increase the rank 
and pay of medical officers of the army and navy. 

Dr. Frank H. Hamilton urged the passage of the reso- 
lution by some well timed and appropriate remarks^ after 
which the question was put and carried unanimously. 

The CJhair appointed a Committee, composed of the fol- 
lowing gentlemen, to report upon the same, and prepare a 
memorisd for the action of Congress : — ^Drs. Mk^Gugia. 
Iowa; Antisell, Washington, D.C.; F.H. Hamilton, N.X, 
and Askew, of Deleware. 

The Association then adjourned until 10 a. m. of Thurs- 
day, June 9. 

%ie afternoon was occupied in the meetmg of the diffe- 
rent sections. 

The entertainments for the evening were given by Drs.- 
Willard Parker, James Anderson, Alonzo Clark, and ^red 
Linsley. 

Thursday — ^Morning Sessi^ Junr 9. 

The Association was called to order by the Presidebt 
shortly aft«r 10 A.M. The Secretary then read the minutes 
of the previous session, which were, on motion, adopted. 

SuRO. C. C. Cox, the Chairman of the Committee ap- 
pointed to memorialize the President of the United States 
m reference to the increase of rank and pay of medical 
officers of the army and navy, moved that Dr. Charles S. 
Tripler be added to that Committee, and be appointed 
the Chairman of the same. Carried. 

Dr. Moran, R I., called the attention of the Associa- 
tion to the prizes offered by the Rhode Island Medical 
Society, and stated that they were two in number, 100 
dollars each, and were open to the competition of all. 

Time of next Meetino. 

On motion of Dr. Askew, of Delaware, it was agreed that 
the time for the next meeting of the Association shbuld be 
on the first Tuesday of June, 1865. 



Reports of Standing Committees. 

The reports of the Standing Committees were again 
called for, with the following results: — 

Committee on Insanity. — ^Dr. R. Hills, of Ohio, the Chair- 
man of the Committee, in a note addressed to the Associa- 
tion, reported progress and asked for further time, promis- 
ing an elaborate report if such a privilege were granted. 

It was then earned that the time should be extended ; 
and on motion of Dr. Griscom, Dr. E. H. Van Duser, the 
Medical Superintendent of the State Lunatic Asylum, itala- 
mazoo, Mich., was added to the Committee. 

Commiltee on Prize Essays, — The Chairman of the Com- 
mittee not being present, the calling for the report was 
deferred. 

Reports or Sections. 

Dr. S. W. Butler, of Philadelphia, the Chairman of the 
Section on Medical Topography and JSpidemic Diseases, 
presented a report, whidi was adopted in full, and the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were appointed as members of the Com- 
mittee to carry out the spirit of the resolutions appended 
to report of the Committee on Compulsory Vaccination : — 
Drs. A. N. BcU, Brooklyn ; J. P. Loines and H. D. Bulk- 
ley. N. Y. ; A. Nebinger, Philadelphia ; and J. F. Hibbard, 
Ind. 

The Section on Surgery and on Practical Medicine and 
Obstetrics made no report at this period of the pro- 
ceedings. 

Report on the Practical Workings of the U.S. Law 
relating to the Inspection of Drugs and Medicines. 

Dr. Squibb, the Chairman of the Committee on the 
Practical Worldngs of the U.S. Drug Law, made a state- 
ment to the effect that the gentlemen who composed that 
Committee could not agree upon the report prepared for 
their action ; and, inasmuch as at the time it was presented 
for their consideration there was not opportunity for an 
interchange of views upon the subject, they respectfiilly 
requested that, as a Conunittee, they should be discharged. 

On motion of Dr. Gardner, the report of the Committee 
was accepted and the Committee discharged. 

Dr. Squibb then proceeded, by invitation, to present his 
views upon the subject, in the form of a voluntary com- 
munication. He contended that the practical working of 
the law was to fdl intents and purposes a dead letter, and 
that the Secretary of the Treasury had not acted upon the 
earnest solicitations of the Committees from the different 
Societies and Colleges in New York who had been ap- 
pointed to memorialize him upon the subject, but had 
made an appointment without qualifications, which could 
be ascertained at the time, or which have since been mani- 
fested in the duties of the office, since drugs of very infe- 
rior quality were constantly passed through the Custom 
House. As an example he instanced several articles, 
among which were those of jalap and scammony, which 
were, on examination, found to contain a very small per 
cent, of activeprinciples — ^much below that which the law 
prescribed. He threw out the suggestion that, consider- 
ing the facts of the appointment of the present inspector, 
it would be of little use to make any further requests 
to the appointing power. 

In conclusion, he stated that he alone was responsible 
for the statements contained in the paper, and that Dr. 
Bowditch, one of the Committee, declined to sign a report 
which he considered of a parUsan character, reflecting 
upon the officers of the General Government at the present 
time. Dr. Carson, the other member of the Committee, 
did not wish, as a matter of principle, to sign a paper until 
he was satisfied, fix)m personal observation, that all the 
statements therein contained were correct. 

After some discussion, the report of Dr. Squibb was 
accepted, after which 

Dr. a R. Percy, of New York, remarked that Dr. Bqmbb 
had labored under a false impression in making the state- 
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ments contained in the paper; and further stated that the 
appointment of Drug inspector was niade by Secretary 
Chase in perfect good faith, and with the conviction that it 
would raoet the end for which such an appointment was 
designed. That gentleman had made diligent search for the 
right man, and, as the result of very numerous recom- 
mendations from reliable men of the proi'ession, had se- 
lected the present incumbent Concerning tlie honesty of 
the present Inspector, Dr. Percy was prepared to vouch, 
from a personal knowledge of that gentleman's charac- 
ter, and ne could confidently assert that every endeavor 
had been made to discharge the duties of the re- 
sponsible office with fidelity. Every specimen that it 
was possible to examine was carefully examined before it 
was allowed to pass, and he could not conceive upon what 
foundation Dr. Squibb had made his assertions. In conclu- 
sion, he did not think it came within the province of the 
Association to endorse any stigmas made against any 
one; and as a friend to the Inspector, he felt that it 
was his duty publicly to defend him. 

Dr. Squibb remarked that he was not acquainted with 
the Inspector, and did not allude to any one by name, but 
he merely had presented facts which came to his know- 
ledge, leaving the members to draw their own inferences. 
He only reierred to the two articles, scammony and 
senna, stating that he had examined specimens of the 
former article which contained as low as 15 per cent, of 
active principle, instead of 70 ; and of the latter article, 
which contamed from 10 to 55 per cent, of sticks and 
stones, and which in that condition had passed the Custom 
Hoose. 

A motion was made to refer the paper to the Committee 
on Publication, with discretionary power, which was lost 

Dr. Corrt, of Westchester co., spoke at some length 
against the general practice of referring papers to the 
Publishing Committee, urging as an argument against it 
that many communications would find their way into the 
volume which would not be entitled to it, and thought that 
the Committee should have ample discretionary power in 
the matter. He did not wish it to be understood that his 
remarks referred to Dr. Squibb's paper, but only wished 
the principle of the thing to be discussed. 

The President stated that the discretionary power be- 
longed to the section to which any paper might be referred, 
and suggested the propriety of referring Dr. Squibb's 
paper to the Section on Chemistry. 

Db. McFARLANn, New York, thereupon made a motion 
to refer it to that section, which was carried. 

BspoBT or Skotioxc on Praotioal Mepicine and Obste- 
trics. 

Dr. Stqber. Boston, read a report of the meeting of the 
Section held tne afternoon before, and concluded the same 
by presenting the following resolutions, which were ap- 
pended to his paper, and which we have already alluded 
to:— 

Beaoknd, That In the <^fnIon of the American Medleal Association it is 
«fxpedi<'nt that there thouM be attached to erery pnbUo hospital for the 
insane, one or more consulting phjeicians, whose appointment shonld be 
honorarr, and who may be conanlted at the discretion of the snperintend- 
ent, saen measare being aliko for the interest of the hospital, its mcNdlcal 
officers, and ita patients. 

J?0«o/«Mi, That a copr of the above Besolntions be transmitted to the 
Board of Imsteea of each of onr public hospitals Ibr the intane, and also 
to the Seeretarj of the Association of Amcican Superintendents for the 
Insane, and request that it mav be endorsed hy that body, the action pro- 
posed Deing upon the respectiye boards with which Its members are offi- 
dallj connected. 

Dr. Gbiscom contended that the Association, by passing 
these resolutions, would prevent any medical man who 
should be so appointed from receiving any remuneration. 
He thought that the physician should be paid for his 
services, if he chose to make an arrangement to that 
effect with the managers of the institution ; but if he was 
disposed to accept it as an honorary position, the matter 
was of course only a personal one. These being his views, 
he moved that the clause, " whose appointment should be 
"honorary," be stricken out 



Bemarks were made endorsing Dr. Griscom by Drs. 
Gardner, New York, McCarthy, lU., and others. 

The amendment was then carried, afler whidi the reso- 
lutions were passed upon as a whole. 

The report of the Section was also adc^ted. 

The Completion of toe Beport or the Nominatikq Com- 
mittee. Election of a Permanent Seobetart. 

Before the reading of the report ef the Nominating 
Committee, Dr. Griscom obtained permission to make a 
few remarks upon the duties whicn f hould be required of 
.the Permanent Secretary. He considered that it was of 
the utmost importance that the right man should be select- 
ed for the performance of duties whidi involved so 
great responsibilities. He contended that such an offi- 
cer of the society should hold regular correspondence 
with all the members and with all the different societies 
throughout the country ; that he should attend every meet- 
ing; should procure a systematic reduction of fare orer 
the different railroad hnes communicating with the city in 
which the meeting is held ; that he should give his per- 
sonal attention to the sale of the Transactions, and use 
every endeavor to advance the interests of the Associa- 
tion. Such a man, in his opinion, could only be obtained 
by proper remuneration, and he therefore moved the 
adoption of a resolution to the following effect : 

Bmohoed^ That the Permanent Secretary shall be entitled to the eom- 
penfatiou of dollars per annum, payable o>nt of any surpioa 

funds of the Assoelation after all other alaima for each current year aoall 
be paid. 

Considerable discussion here follorwed as to the propriety 
of adopting the resolution and the amount of remuneration 
to be offered, when it was finally agreed to lay the matter 
on the table. 

Completion of Beport of Committee on Nominations. 

The Committee on Nominations th^i presented the 
completion of their report, as follows : — 

Committee on JSxsection and its Connexums toHh Con-' 
servaiive Surgery (enlarged). — Drs. Sayre, N. Y., G. W, 
Morris, Pa., G. C. Blackman, C, S. H. Tewksbury, Me , 
E. Andrews, 111., Gko. B. TwitcheU, N. H, J. C. Hughes, 
Iowa, G. Clymer, U.S.N., J. B. W. Dunbar, Md., B. H. 
Gilbert, U.S.A. 

On Drainage and Sewerage of Large Cities and iheir 
Influence on Public Health. — Drs. W. J. C. Duhamel, 
D.C., E. C. Baldwin, Md., Cyrus Bamsay, N. Y. 

On Alcohol and its Rehiions to Man, — Dr. G. £. 
Morgan. 

On Microscopic Observations in Cancer^ Cells, — Leonard 
J. Sandford, Conn. 

On Quarantine (continued). 

On Medical Ethics, — Drs. J. A. Murphy, Ohio, M. L. 
Linton, Mo., B. P. Schenck, Pa., Swain Wickersham, DL, 

A. J. Fuller, Me. 

On the Microscope. — Dr. Jas. M. Corse, Pa. 

On Relations which Electricity sustains to the Causes of 
Disease, — Dr. S. Little, Pa. 

On the Morbid and Therapeutic Iffects of Mental and 
Moral Influences, — Dr. A. B. Palmer, Mich. 

On the Cause of JShitinction of the Aboriginal Baoes of 
America (continued). 

On the Causes and Treatment of Un-united lyadures, 
—Dr. F. H. Hamilton, N. Y. 

On Diphtheria, — Dr. Lucius Clark, lU. 

On the Uses and Abuses of Pessaries. — ^Dr. Jas. B. 
White, N. Y. 

On International Medical Ethics. — ^Drs. J. Baxter Up- 
ham, Mass., B. Thompson, Ohio., G. Sbattuck, Mass., G. 
C. E. Weber, Ohio. 

On Climatology and Epidemic Diseases, — Drs. C. W. 
Parsons, B. I., P. A. Stackpole, N. H., T. M. Lc^n, Cal., 

B. C. Hamill, 111., J. C. Weston^ Me., B. H. Catlin, Conn., 

C. L. Allen, Vt., T. Antisell, Washington, D.C. J. W. H. 
Baker, Iowa, Abraham Sagcr, Mich., O. S. Mahon, Md., 
J. W. Bussell, Ohio, D. F. Condie, Pa., H. Towneend, 
N.Y. 



AxnerloAo Medical Times. 



AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 



June 11, ISM. 281 



On AtUopsies in Rdatwn to Medical Jurisprudence. — 
Dr. T. C. FinneD, N. Y. 

On eo-called Spotted Fever. — Dr. J. J. Levick, Pa. 

On the Introduction of Diseaie by Commerce and the 
Meanefor its Prevention.'-'Dr, A. N. Bell, N. Y. 

Dr. WM. B. ATKOraON, OF PHILADELPHIA, PEHMANENT SICRBTART. 

Permanent Secretary American Medical Association, — 
Dr. WiLUAM B. Atkinson, of Philadelphia. 

Aesistant Secretary, — ^Dr. H. E. Storer, AssistaDt Secre- 
tary. 

On Patent Bights and Medical Mm. — Drs. David Prince, 
Illj, Thos. Antisell, D.C., and Stephen Smith, N. Y. 

The report, after much discussion in relation to the elec- 
tion of the Secretary, was finally adopted. 

It was moved Uiat a Committee be appointed to report 
at the next meeting on the Ligature of the Subclavian 
Artery. Adopted, and the following gentlemen selected 
as that Committee : — Drs. Willard Parker, N. Y., Armsby, 
Albany, Norris, Philad., and Mussey, Cincinnati, 0. 

Report or Priee Committee. 

The prize was awarded to Dr. S. I^^eet Speir, for an Es- 
say on the Pathology of Jaundice. 
The Association then adjourned until four p.m. 

Thursday, June 9. — ^Afternoon Session. 

The AflsociatioQ was duly called to order by the Presi- 
dent 

The Chairman of Arrangements announced the follow- 
ing members by invitation : — Drs. Barent Staats, Albany 
State Medical Society ; E. M. Hunt, State Medical Society, 
New Jersey ; H. C. Gcely, Indiana. 

Dr. C. C. Cox submitted the following resolutions : — 

He^olwdj That a Committee of three, oonsfBting of Dr. T. L. Smith, 
of New York, Dr. Wilson Jewell, of PenDsylvanla, tuui Dr. ,B. P. 
Bache, U.B.N.. be appointed to memorialize Congreae upon the rabjeot 
of the attempted wrong to the Medical Corps of the Navy, as Indicated 
bj a widely circolatod protest of the line officers of that branch of the 
service, against the yery moderate increase of rank ciyen to medical 
officers by a General Order of the Department of the 18th March, 1868, 
which increase In rank by no means correq>onds in extent to the ad- 
▼ancement in rank of the officers of the line thus protesting. 

The following resolutions were also offered and adopted. 
By Dr. Raphail, N. Y. : 

Jtetol^ed^ To amend the foorth article of the Constltntion so as to' 
Insert after the word ticket (fifth line) the words, ** except In case of 
the President, who shall be nominated and elected by ballot In <^n 
session of the Society, the member recelrlng a minority of all the Totes 
east to be declared elected.^ 

Dr. Duhamel, Washington, D.C.: 

J^aaolved; That the members of the American Medical Association 
tender their thanks to the gentlemen of the mediosl profession *.4 the 
eity of New York, for the nospitallty and dTllitles extended to them 
daring their stay here. 

Ji0»oi9eck, That wo also tender onr thanks to Mayor Gnnther and the 

Gndemen of the public institnttons, who hare extended to the mem- 
ira of the Association mach kindness and attention. 

Dr. McGugdc: 

XstolwtL That the Committee appointed for the purpose of drsftlnff a 
mutable bill to be presented to Congress tor its consideration and adoption 
•a the snliject of toe relatiTe rank of medical officers of the army be, and 
they are hereby Instmoted to embrace In its provisions a Ibrther separa- 
tton of the Medical Department from the commanding officers of the line, 
In order to have a more perfect and unrestrained .control of ita Interests 
and greater efficiency In that brandi of the serrice. 

Also by Dr. MoG-uoin : 

JZeeolMdL That eaeh member of the Aseodation la hereby earnestly re- 
qnested to ramish to the Chairman, 



or any! member of the Standing Com* 



mittees i4>polnted to report upon the sobject assigned them, at the next 

" ' stsln hlspossessi 
■ol^eet matters upon whleh said Committee are reqdlred to Report 



annual meeting, all fiiotsm hls^ 



lion, and his experience touching the 



Dr. Falmsr, Mich. : 



JSeeolMd, That, ss the representatiTiS of the profession of the oonntry, 
lasting at the moment when the greatest military collision of modem 
time Is at Its aeme, producing almost unprecedented numb«-rs of 
wounded and suflTerlng men, callmg for the greatest skill and devodon. 
Imposing the deepest responsibilities, the most intense labors, and the 
moat praent and j^nfal endurance on the part of the military surgeons, 
we cannot separate without a formal and heartfelt recognition of the ser- 
Tlees <rfour brethren in the field and hospitala, who haye been and are at this 
moment so nobly responding to all these demands— and while cherishing 
their Immenaa and inyaluable serylces as an honor to our proftssion, we 
eomownd these men and the memory of their deeds in the eaiise <ji'9oi' 



0nee and patriotism, of olyll goyemment, of Union, of liberty, of 
hamanity, to the gratitude of the country, whose llfo as well aa that of 
their heroic patienU they are laboring to preserye. 

Thb Subject op Specialtii8. 

Dr. Homberoer, N. Y., offered a resolution for adoption, 
which had reference to defining the relations which shoula 
exist between specialists and general practitioners of medi- 
cine, and movea that the Association, in order properly to 
consider the matter, should resolve itself into a Committee 
of the whole. 

The resolution was favored by Drs. Elsberg and Gardner, 
N. Y., Storer, of Boston, and others ; but was lost, and a 
motion prevailed to lay it on the table and have a special 
Committee of five appointed to report at the next meeting. 

The usual resolutions of thanks to the President, Secre- 
tary, Committee of Arrangements, and others, were passed 
without comment. 

Concerning Dr. Morton^ the alleged Discoverer 

OF Ether. 

Dr. Henry D. Notes, delegate from the New York Eye 
Infirmary, offered the following resolution : — 

Wh€r«a$, There la now pending in Congress an appropriation donating 
to Dr. T. G. Morton, of Boston, the snm of $200,000, for his serriees in 
connexion with the introdnctlon of sulphnric ether as an aniestbetio 
agent ; and 

ITAereat, The said Dr. Morton, br snlta against diarltable medical 
Inetitntions for infringements of an alleged patent covering not only eol- 

Ehnric ether, bnt the sUte of anMSthesta however produced, has niaoed 
Imself beyond the pale of an ho lorable profession and of true laborera 
in the canse of science and hnmanity; 
Rfolvtd, That the American Medical Association enter their protest 



against any appropriation to the said Dr. Morton, becanse of his unworthy 
conduct, also because of his unwarrantable assumption of a patentable 
right to anssthesia, and fbrOier, becanse priTate beneficence m Boston, 



New York, Philadelphia, and other places, baa already snffleienUy re- 
warded him for any elaims which he may Justly nrge. 

i^Mofeed, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the Chairman 
of the Conmiittee of Ways and Means in the House of BepresentatiTes 
at Washington. 

Adopted. 

Dr. Raphael, of New York,belieTed that Dr. Morton 
was generally conceded to be the inventor of anaesthesia, 
and as such ^ould receive a due amount of credit ai^a 
emolument If Congress thought best to vote that amount 
of money to the Doctor it had a perfect rig^t so to do, and 
it was no business of the Association to interfere. He 
hoped that the resolution would not pass. 

gjoud calls for question 1 questioh I) 
R. MoRAK, of R. I., moved the adoption of the resolu- 
tion, which motion was carried with but two or three dis- 
senting voices. 
The reports of the several Sections were on moUon 

adopted. 

Some unfinished business of minor importance was then 
disposed of. afler which the Association adjourned to meet 
in Boston the first Tuesday in June, 1866. 



On Thursday evening the members visited the house 
and laboratory of Dr. Squibb, in Brooklyn, and were ele- 
gantly entertained. Notwithstanding the inclemency of 
the weather a large number were present 

On Friday, those of the delegates who remained in town 
accepted the invitation of the Commissioners of Charity to 
visit tie different institutions under their charge, and on 
Saturday the invitation of Dr. McDoumJ, Medical DimAor, 
Department of the East, was accepted to visit the Military 
Hospitals at David's Island, N. Y. 

Wit iterfittjs flf i\t ^tAm, 

The afternoons of Wednesday and Thursday were d«- 
voted to the meetings of the different sections of the As- 
so(iiation. 

SURGICAL SECTION. 

Wbdhibdat, ^m. 
The section assembled at three p.m., and elected Dr. A. 
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Van Dyck, of Oswego Co., ChairmaD, and Julius Hom- 
berger, N. Y., Secretary. 

Dr. Gurik)n Buck, N. T., exhibited bis case of auto- 
plastic operations of the fa( e, with which our readers are 
already laroiliar. Dr. B. stated, at the conch sion of his 
presentation, that tlie case had aheady been presented to 
the Medical Society of the State of New York, and was to 
be published in the Transactions of that body for 1864. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered to Dr. Buck 
for the exhibition of his very interesting and instructive 
case. 

TREATllSNT OF CONGENrTAL CLEFT PAT.ATK BY MECHANICAL 

ArrLIAKCES. 

Dr. Eingslet, N. Y., read a paper on " The Treatment 
of Congenital Cleft Palate b^ Mechanical Appliances," in 
which he assumed the following positions, viz. " 1st. The 
only necessity of operating at all is with a view of im- 
proving articulation.' "2d. The operation of staphylo- 
raphy in all decided fissures of the velum is without ma- 
terial results in benefiting the speech." "3d. The only 
treatment now known which can produce this result is 
the fiUing of the fissure with an elastic mechanical appli- 
ance." This artificial velum is made of vulcanized rubber, 
and so formed as to restore as nearly as possible the natu- 
ral shape of the hard and sofl palate, reaching the whole 
length of the opening, terminating near the fauces. It is 
so flexible that it may be carried in any direction the mus- 
cles act upon it, and so elastic as to regain its position as 
soon as the muscles are relaxed; and to the eye of the 
physiologist seems to perform as nearly the function of the 
natural velum as could be expected of any piece of mecha- 
nism. The exhibition of the practical application of this 
velum in the mouths of patients present elicited the admi- 
ration of all who witnessed it, and certainly proved that 
it was all that was claimed for it The application of this 
artificial palate renders it possible for a person sufifering 
from this defect to learn tor speak welt. 

The Paper was referred to the Commktee on Publi- 
cation. 

Dr. Musset, Ohio, diflered with Dr. Kingsley as to the 
eflect which the division of the muscles had upon the 
speech, and related three cases upon which he had operat- 
ed by that method with success. 

Dr. Raphael, N. Y., had seen a number of cases in 
which such an operation had been performed, but in none 
of these had the speech been at all improved. 

Du. Buck stated that he had operated upon quite a 
variety of cases of clefl palate,, but he had not met with 
tliat success which Dr. Kingsley had by the employment 
of the vulcanite apparatus alreaoy alluded to. 

Dr. Hombirgsr, N. Y., asked if any of the members 
had operated upon cases of clefl palate by Lang<fnbeck's 
method. 

Dr. Post, N. Y., remarked that in his cases of staphylo- 
raphy he had endeavored to raise as much of the sofl 
parts fi'om the bone as it was possible to> and supposed 
that he had raised the periosteum also. 

The paper was then referred to the Publishing Com- 
mittee. 

KSW 8TRINGE FOR IVJEGTIKG THE LACBRTMAL DUCT. 

Dr. McFarlan, N. Y., exhibited a new syringe for the 
treatment of diseases of the lachrymal duct, and read a 
description of the instrument. It is composed of a silver 
canula the thickness of an ordinary probe ; the whole is 
adapted to a small gutta-percha syringe with the capacity 
of about thirty or forty drops. The tube joins the syringe 
at a given an^le, in order to faciUtate its adaptation to the 
duct into which it is to be introduced. Be thought it 
particularly advanta^ous in the treatment of that condi- 
tion of the canal which often remains after a pre-existing 
stricture has been fully dilated. Under such circumstances 
there was present a muco-purulent discharge, which was 
often, by the use of other measures, inclined to be very 
obstinate and long continued. 



Du. HoMBEROER Stated that his experience had taught 
him that, after the stricture had been fully dilated, the 
discharge which had before existed, and which was coin- 
cident with that condition, disappeared entirely. 

Some discussion here followed bearing principally upon 
the piacticability of injecting the sac, and was partaken 
in by Drs. Homberger, McFanao, Hutdiison, and others. 

The section then adjourned until three p.m. on Thurs- 
day. 

SECTION ON^ METEOROLOGY, MEDICAL TOPO- 
GRAPHY, EPIDEMIC DISEASES, MEDICAL JU- 
RISPRUDENCE AND HYGIENE. 

WSSKISDAT, 8 P.M. 

'"* The section was organized by the election of S. W. 
Butler^ of Pennsylvania^ Chairman, and A. N. Bell, of 
New York, Secretary. 

The first business in order was the consideration of Re- 
ports of Committees. Dr. Hibbard submitted a report on 
Compulsory Vaccination, and reported a series of resolu- 
tions, which, after being amended^ were adopted as fol- 
lows : — 

Jfesohed^ That this Aaeodation deems It a dntj to instltnto metsoret 
looking to the raocinatton, nlttmately, of every person within the limits 
of country over i* hich It exercises Jurisdiction. 

Jtetohed, That a Central Committee of five be appointed to enllffhtoB 
the public mind, by all aTallable means, npon the value and neoesNty ot 
universal vaccination. 

Jtetdved, That the Central Committee be anthorlxed to i^polnt Amo- 
date and Auxiliary Conmiittees in each State. 

The adoption of the Report being in order, afler much 
discussion and some modification, it was voted to refer the 
Report and Resolutions to the Association for publication 
in the Trans^ictions. 

The Report on Military Hygiene was submitted by Dr. 
Andrews of Illinois, limited, however, in its scope to the 
Hygiene of Military Hospitals. 

On motion, it was voted that the Report be referred 
back to tlie Association for publication in the Transactions. 

A voluntary communication on the Physiological and 
Dietctical Properties of Phosphorus was read by Db. Johk 
H. Griscom ot New York. 

Afler a detailed expcfsition of the extent and amount in 
which this substance is found in the various tissues, fluids, 
secretion?, and excretions of the body, there being scarcely 
one in which it is not a constituent, whereby its import- 
ance is properly inferred — ^the practical apphcation was 
made of the influence of a deficiency of phosphorus in a 
variety of diseases of the osseous, nervous, muscular, 
digestive, and respiratory organs. Scurvy, resulting fit)m 
too free use of salted food, was shown to be probamy due 
to the los3 of the phosphates, which Liebig has proved to 
be removed by the salt, and is found in the brine. Freeh 
meat, rs weU as fresh vegetables, proves to be an anti- 
scorbutic, doubtless in boUi cases on account of the phos- 
phoric acid. It was further shown that modem modes of 
preparing food of several kinds deprived it of this element 
to a large extent, to which many evil results are attribu- 
table. Especially is this the case with that " life-preserver 
of the world " — the wheat grain. By the bolting process, 
1400 per cent, of this element is lost. Several specimens of 
Farina CocidOy or roasted wheat, as extensively used in 
South America, were presented to the Section, and highly 
commended as substitutes for superfine flour, retainuig as 
they do all the phosphatic matter of the grain. The pi4>er 
elicited many favorable remarks, and was unanimously 
recommended to the Association for pubUcation in the 
Trimsactions. 

Dr. IUmsat, of New York, submitted a table of sani- 
tary statistics, etc., which, on motion, wa& referred to the 
Association with the recommendation that it be referred 
to the Committee on Publication, with power. 

Adjourned till Thursday, 3 p.m. 
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SECTION OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE AND OB- 
STETRICS. 

Wkdnmdat Amsifooir. 
Prof. B. Fordyce Barker, of N. Y., was eleeted Chairman, 
and Dr. Storer, of Boston, Secretary. 

The Use op the Pkssart in Prolapsus Utebi. 

The meeting being organized, and ready for the trans- 
action of business, Dr. Gardmbr, of N. Y., read a paper on 
" The Use of the Pessary in Prolapsus Uteri." He took 
strong grounds against its use, advocating that it is not only 
of no avail but absolutely injurious, by inducing irritation 
to the vagina, etc. 

Dr. Storkr, of Boston, arose and spoke against the argu- 
ment presented, stating that he had found the pessary of 
rreat value in these cases, and cited instances in v^hich it 
had proved very beneficial. 

Dr. Peaslee, of N. Y., also opposed the views of the 
author, and thought him too general in his statements. 

Dr. Hancock, of N. Y., endorsed the views of Dr. Gard- 
ner, and by him a motion was made to refer the paper to 
the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Mxndenhall, of Cincinnati, hoped the Organization 
would not adopt the views set forth by the author. 

Dr. Gardner said it mattered not so much whether his 
remarks were all true or all not true ; he would like them 
to have publicity, that the profession might be led to give 
the subject their serious consideration. 

Dr. Toner thought the Association should publish no- 
thing except what had the sanction of the majority of dele- 
gates. 

Dr. Storbr objected to this view of Dr. Toner, and 
thought the publication of new theories the only sure way 
to advanccmenL 

A vote was taken on referring it to the Committee of 
Publication, and carried in the affirmative. 

Dr. Levick was next introduced, and read an article on 
"Spotted Fever," as regards the propriety of calling it 
" Cerebro-Sjpinai Menin^is,^^ He very clearly discussed 
this point, and showed that it is a general and not local af- 
fection, and that the cerebro-spinal meninges are no^ always 
affected, but that the lungs^ stomachy and other organs may 
be diseased as weU. He cited a case of a rugged woman 
who took it in a well marked form, and died in twelve 
hours ; and on a post-mortem examination, the brain and 
spinal cord were each found to be in a normal condition, 
while the lungs and other organs were in a state of ecchy- 
mosis. Thinks the term " cerebro-spinal meningitis" no 
more appropriate than to name a genus from one of its spe- 
cies. The term ^^ spotted fever" is characteristic and should 
be retained, though " malignant influenza" would be appro- 
priate. Thought the name important, as it had a bearing 
on the manner of treating it, which he spoke of in a gene- 
ral manner. 

Dr. Lyman, of N. Y., concurred in the remarks just 
made, and thought the views entertained by the author 
correct, and moved their acceptance. 

Dr. Fisher, of N. Y., requested that, as the author has 
already been over tliis subject, he be invited to furnish the 
literature of the same^ with his mode of treatment, etc. 

Dr. Hooker^ of New Haven, was convinced that not 
only the ^'members with grey hairs," but the students 
coming on, would be benefited thereby. 

Dr. Grantz wished to call on Dr. Lyman for the plan of 
treatment he had spoken of, which was briefly given. 

Dr. Levick rose and said he was thankful to the gen- 
tlemen of the *' section" for their kind reception of his 
remarks, and stated that his treatment had been quinine 
and brandy generally; and was of the opinion (though 
without experience) that turpentine would be beneficial 

Dr. McArthur, of Illinois, stated cases in which it ap- 
peared plain that tlie disease was due to miasmatic influ- 
ences, and cited instances of a sugar distillery^ appearing to 
give rise to it. 
^ Dr. CRfTTENnEN, of N. Y., thought no regular course of 



treatment could be pursued, owing to the different phases 
presented, etc. 

Vote taken and carried to refer the paper to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

Dr. Storer next presented an article entitled " The Re- 
lation of Female Patients to Hospitals for the Insane: the 
Necessity, on their Account, of a Board of Consulting Phy- 
sicians to every Hospital." He gave a clear and interest- 
ing account of the manner in which these hospitals are 
usually conducted, showing that all the responsibility rests 
on the medical superintendent in charge j and thought these 
females, inasmuch as their insanity is often due to men- 
strual derangements, should have the benefit of medical 
advice. He thought the Butler Hospital a model institution 
in this respect, and hoped this Association would take mea- 
sures to correct this present existing and unphilanthropic 
evil, and closed his remarks by offering a resolution in sub- 
stance (though not in words) as follows : 

Be9nff>ids That for eaeh hoepital for the iDMne females, a oompetent 
physician be sppointed, ivhoso office shall be honoraiy, to he consulted 
respectinf; sucii femsles, etc. 

Dr. Gardner heartily endorsed the views of the author, 
and moved they be accepted and referred to the Committee 
of Publication. 

Dr. Griscom objected to the part of the resolution offered, 
making the appointment simply an honorary one, and 
thought that the physician should be paid for his services if 
doing public sei-vice. 

Dr. Green, of Mass., also favcfred the honorary appoint- 
ment, and was followed by different members on each side. 
After a vote to strike out the clause making it " honorary," 
which was lost by 21 to 22, it was voted to be accepted by 
the "Section," to be adopted by the Association, and 
handed over to the Committee of Publication. 

An adjournment was then moved and carried, to meet 
again at same place to-morrow at 3 o'clock p.m. 

TinrRSDAT AfTKRNOOlV. 

The Section was called to order by the Chairman. 

Dr. Sands read a paper by Dr. H. 0. Hitchcock, of Ka- 
lamazoo, Mich., upon a case of death from entrance of air 
into the uterine cavities. We hope to be able to furnish our 
readers with an abstract of the same at some future time. 
On motion, it was referred to the Committee on Publication. 
There being other business for transaction, and the time for 
adjournment having arrived, it was voted to hold another 
meeting at 8 p.m. 

SECTION ON HYGIENE, Etc. 

Thvbsdat AnvBMooif. 

Dr. Jonathan Xneeland, of N. Y., presented a voluntary 
report on some of the causes promoting the extinction of 
the Aborigines of America. This paper points out gra- 
phically the manifold evils which are surely moving onward 
towards their certain doom, the Onondagas, one of the 
six nations of American Indians. The power of syphilis, 
scrofula, and the vices of civilization, engrailed upon the 
improvidence of barbarism, are set forth, and the physical 
peculiarities ^ this strange people are ingeniously pointed 
out 

The report was, on motion, referred to the Association, 
with the recommendation that it be sent to the Committee 
of Publication for publication in its Transactions. 

Dr. Thompson, of Ohio, Chairman of the Committee on 
Milk Sickness, presented a report, which, on motion, was 
also referred to the Association for pubHcation. 

Dr. Charles W. Parsons^ of Rhode Island, presented a 
Special Report on tlie Medical Topography and Epidemic 
Diseases of Rhode Island, which, on motion, was referred 
for pubUcation. On motion, the section adjourned. 

SECTION ON MATERIA MEDICA 

ThCBSDAT AfTKSJfOOlf. 

At the meeting of the Section of Chemistry and Materia 
Medica, held at 3 p.m. Thursday, Dr. Griscom, of N. Y., was 
elected Chairman, and Dr. Jas. Hart Curry, of Westchester 
Co., Secretary. 
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Dr. McGowan, of Washington, D.C., presented, through 
Dr. Griscom. a communication upon ** The Introduction 
and Cultivation of the Cinchona Plant into the Island of 
Hayti." 

Keferred to Committee of Publication. 

Db. E. R. Squibb presented his paper from the Committee 
upon the Practical Working of the U. S. Law, " To prevent 
the Importation of Adulterated and Spurious Drugs and 
Medicines." 

The paper was discussed by Drs. Percy, Squibb, Mus- 
sey. Brown, of Providence, and Hutchinpon, N. Y. 

Dr. Hutchinson movedto refer to the Association with a 
recommendation that it be published. 

On motion, an amendment was proposed of striking out 
certain parts of the report in conclusion relating to j)er- 
Bonalities, which was lost, and the original resolution car- 
ried. 

The Section then adjourned. 
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U.S. GENERAL HOSPITAL, CHRISTIAN STREET, 

PHILADELPHIA. 

REPOBT ON BEFLEX PABALTSI8, 

By 8. Wxa Mitgbill, M.D^* Oxa B. Moitioousic, M.D. ; akd Wm. 

W. KsiH, Jb., M.D. 

{Omtinu^/rom pag^ 261) 
Tnt patient, it should be noted, was not injured by his fall, 
and, as we have seen, showed no signs of concussion. He, 
as well as his medical attendant, attributed the phenomena 
which he exhibited to the shock given to the auditory 
nerve. This opinion has since been confirmed by the cases 
reported by M. Brown-S^quard and others. Further on 
we shall show that in rare cases gunshot wounds cause 
partial or very general paralysis of grave type and pro- 
longed duration in parts not directlv injured; we shall 
also show that these protracted paralyses must be due to 
an equally permanent affection of the nerve centres. Now, 
if this be possible, there is every reason to believe that a 
temporary, though general, paralysis may take place in a 
large number of gunshot wounds. When the cardiac 
centres feel the shock most severely, the feebleness will of 
course be greater ; bat there is much reason to suppose 
that the cerebral and spinal centres in general suffer tn 
tnasse in every case of loss of consciousness from shock. 
As we proceed, we shall have occasion to discuss the 
mechanism of tlie more permanent forms of reflex paraly- 
sis. Here we desire only to show that the effect of grave 
wounds is to cause a condition of the centres which gives 
rise to a general and profound feebleness, and that in rare 
cases the central effect is so intense as in some way to 
cause paralvsis, which may last for hours, days, or months. 
Another class of nerve affections demands some notice 
before we discuss the undoubted instances o^eflex paraly- 
sis from wounds which have fallen under our notice. These 
are what the French writers call cases of injury from com- 
oootion. They differ from those we have described in be- 
ing due to the mere mechanical effect produced upon the 
neighboring parts. If, for example, a ball passes near the 
spinal column, it is conceivable that the roll of its motion 
and the resistance of the tissues, may determine in the 
spine a brusque and sudden oscillation of the contents, 
sufficient to cause ver^ grave results. We have sometimes 
seen this illustrated in a very interesting shape, and in a 
less dangerous form. Thus, in the case of a soldier who 
was shot at Gettysburg, July 3, 1863, the ball entered the 
cheek, and passing outside of the ramus of the jaw, was 
cut out of the trapezius muscle. It struck the ramus, but 
did not fracture it^ or interfere with the act of mastication. 
In October, one or two very minute morsels of bone escap- 
ed from the neck^ in front of, and four inches below, the 
jaw. The only injury to the jaw-bone must have been on 



its exterior surface, from which the pieces of bone alluded 
to worked down the tissues of the neck. The shock caus-*^ 
ed complete paralysis of the inferior dental nerve, with 
absolute anaesthesia, analgesia, and loss of sense of tempe- 
rature in the lower lip and chin of the injured side. The 
sensation was for the most part rapidly restored by the use 
of cutaneous faradization, after the nerve had been allowed 
time to recover from the results of the shock it had sustain- . 
ed. A portion of the lip, the skin below it, and the mucous 
membrane within, still remain rebellious to treatment 

The other case of mechanical shock to a nervous struc- 
ture we shall report at length. It is one as to which there 
may reasonably exist some doubt, whether to call it an 
instance of commotion of the spinal cord, from injury of 
neighboring parts, or to regard it as an impression toade 
upon the spinal centre through the injured nerves, and re- 
sulting in a paralysis, as the reflected result of the state 
into which the cenfres were thus thrown. It is impossible 
to be sure that both sets of causes may not have been at 
work. 

(7b be ccmUnwd.) 



BELLEVXJE 'HOSPITAL. 

FRACTURB OF TBB LEO. 
{Conttnnsd from page S71.) 

Dr. H. Raphabl, late House Surgeon of this hospital, has 
published in the American Medical Times, Aug. 15th, 1863, 
a modification of Pott's splint, made by himself, so that 
' after its application to the leg, extension may be made by 
an endless screw. The Doctor published four cases in 
connexion, which had been treated upon the splint thus 
modified, and of these he says : " These cases have been 
examined by some of our most distin^ished surgeons, 
who expressed their entire satisfaction with the results thus 
obtaineo." The modification certainly renders Pott's splint 
a better surgical appliance, and it would be rendered more 
efficient still had there been two nuts instead of one, about 
three inches apart upon each piece, which would correct 
the tendency of the splint to bend upon itself. 

The side or profile splint made of wood, and which is 
employed by nearly every surgeon in the land, cannot bo 
compared in efficiency to the leather splint ; for no matter 
how full be the set with which the surgeon has supplied 
his office, he will oflen find it difficult to get one which will 
fit the leg, besides being more difficult of retention than 
the leather for the same reason. In fine, the leather will 
do all that can be claimed for the wooden splint^ and do it 
too with much more convenience and accuracy. 

Soon afler the publication by Dr. John Swinburne of his 
paper on the " Treatment of Fractures of Long Bones by 
oimple Extension," his splint for firactures of the leg was 
put in use in this hospital, and was pretty extensively em- 
p>loyed up to within a few months of the present time, 
since which it has gradually fallen into disuse. Dr. Swin- 
burne says : — '* I feel that the profession is not fully aware 
of the many bad results of oblique, compound, and commi- 
nuted fractures of the leg ; as for myself astonished at find- 
ing so many (when my attention was called to the fact), 
I was led to investigate the cause. Since this time I have 
not lost sight of the subject., and have treated all my cases 
of oblique and compound fractures of the tibia and fibula, 
and in fine all those where any displacement is anticipated, 
by extension and counter-extension." Precisely what 
class of cases is meant by '' those where any displacement 
is anticipated'' we will not pretend to decide, unless it be 
those cases in which it is difficult to keep the bones in per- 
fect apposition, by means of simple splints of coaptation. 
The practice or the hospital with Dr. Swinburne's splini 
was to apply it to nearly all cases of fracture of the tibia 
and fibula, simple, compound, and complicated, with or 
without displacement, making more or less extension as 
the nature of the case suggested — (for the description of 
the splint and the method of application the reader is 
referred to the original paper) ; and the result of this prac- 
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lice is coDtained in the following criticism i — ^For fractures 
of either the tibia or fibula separately, or of both together, 
without displaoement, the splint is not so available as splints 
of coapta'ion, which are aU that is required in tliese cases, 
and have the advantage over Swinburne's apparatus of 
allowing the patient to leave the bed ; but it is fair to state 
that this class of fractures is not included among those for 
which the author recommends his apparatus. In oblique 
and compound fractures, where the fragments override and 
extension is indicated. Dr. Swinburne^s splint is correct in 
theory, but in practice gives us no better results, with 
greater inconvenience than other dressings ; and, after its 
application in many of these cases, it has been cast aside 
for other and more efficient apparatus. We cannot secure 
the foot so as to make any considerable amount of perma- 
nent extension without raising the heel, so that all the 
stress of the adhesive plaster comes upon the instep, and 
in this way the extension is either nulh6ed or directly pro- 
ductive of discomfort to the patjent, and in some cases, as 
fractures at or near the malleoli, of absolute deformity. If 
it be attempted to secure the heel by strips of plaster, ulcer- 
ation is the consequence; besides, we do not think of using 
the splint without the assistance of sand-bags, which act as 
splints and assist very materially in preserving the shape 
of the limb. The conclusion then, is, that Swinburne's 
apparatus will often accomplish good results, but not so effi- 
ciently and with more mconvenience than the leather 
sphnts. In Pott*s fracture, with luxation of the foot, we 
have obtained the most perfect results with the leather ; so 
much so, that Dupuytren's splint is not used at all in many 
of the wuxia. The following cases may serve to illustrate 

F. Q., set 40, admitted Jan. 22d, 1864. Whije walking 
on the pavement his foot slipped and turned inwards (he 
thinks), and immediately he was unable to walk ; was 
brought to the hospital with the foot and ankle much 
swdlen, and a fracture of the fibula was found about three 
inches above its lower extremity ; the foot was placed be- 
tween sand bags, and cold water dressings apphed. In a 
few days the tumefaction entirely subsided, when it was 
found that a piece was chopped on from the inner malleo- 
lus. At this time the whole foot was dislocated backwards 
by the action of the posterior muscles, and looked as though 
union, with a considerable deformity, must be the inevi- 
table result Two leather splints were moulded and ban- 
daged to the foot, which was then fordbly extended and 
flexed upon the leg, while the aide-pieces were secured to 
the leg. Feb. 14th the dressings were removed, and the 
ankle looked natural. Splints reapplied. March 1st — 
Dressings again removed, and not the least deformity can 
be discoveredL March 6th. — ^Patient is walking about, and 
a medical gentleman could not tell which ankle had been 
broken. 

Cask 2.— M. H., »t. 12, admitted Feb. 13th, had the 
fibula fractured li inches above its lower extremity by 
direct vblence. The foot was displaced outwards at an 
angle of about 45**, and the integument over the inner 
malleolus was tense and ecchymotic ; the foot was reduced, 
and leather splints applied. March 1st. — Dressings re- 
moved, and the ankle in excellent shape. March 18th. — 
The union is firm, and no deformity discoverable. Both 
of these patients were allowed to set up and go about 
on crutches, and in neither could the least deformity be 
recognised. 

The plaster-of-Paris splints now employed in the New 
York Hospital for fractures of the leg, nearly to the exclu- 
sion of all others, have been used occasionally in this hos- 
pital since the publication, by Dr. James L. Little, of his 
valuable article upon " The Treatment of Fractures by Plas- 
ter-of-Paris Splints." Dr. Little, then Resident Surgeon of 
the New York Hospital^ read the letters of Drs. Smith and 
Swan, from Paris, statmg that Maisonneuve had revived 
and modified the use of this material for the treatment of 
fractures. The Dr. next employed the plaster-of-Paris as 
splints in the New York Hospital, and for the success at- 



tending its use the reader is referred to his paper, which 
may be found in the American Msn. Tntss, Dec. 7th, 1861. 
This material makes an excellent dressing for nearly every 
fracture of the leg, and, like the leather, does not confine 
the patient to his bed. Inasmuch as it may not be conve- 
nient for ail to refer to Dr. Little's poper^ we will simply 
describe the method of its use which obtains at present in 
the New York Hospital : — ^A piece of Canton flannel, 
which, when doubled, shall be wide enough to encircle the 
leg for rather more than half its circumference, and of suf- 
ficient length to extend from just below the knee to about 
five inches below the heel, is first wrung out of water, and 
then saturated in a mixture of equal parts of finely ground 
plaster-of-Paris and water ; next smoothe out the Canton 
flannel thus saturated, and spread it upon an even surface 
beneath the fractured leg; now getting the leg in position, 
the flannel is smoothly and expeditioudy apphed to the leg 
upon each side; the portion extending below the heel is 
next brought up against the sole of the foot, and the sides 
over the dorsum of the foot;' the dressing is completed by 
passing a roller from the toes to the knee ; the plaster sets 
in a few minutes, and after it has thoroughly solidified, the 
roller may be removed, and strips of adhesive plaster passed 
around the Umb, which leaves the anterior portion of the 
leg exposed to view. As has already been stated, this 
dressing is applicable to neatly all cases of fracture of the 
tibia and fibula^ except to those cases of Pott's fracture 
witli luxation of the foot, in which the displacement is not 
easily reduced and relained— just the class of cases in which 
the leather splints exhibit some of their besc effects. 

The reason why the plaster is not used more exten- 
sively in this hospital is, because all that can be done by it 
can be accomplished by the leather, which is cleaner, can 
be adapted with more leism'c, and is applicable to a larger 
class of cases. 
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THE LATE MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

The Amerioan Medical Association has closed its Fif- 
teenth annual session and dispersed. As we had anticipated, 
the meeting was a decided success. The attendance equalled 
that of the best days of the Association in ante-rebelUous 
times. Delegates were present from eierj section of the 
loyal States, and from the army and navy. The utmost 
good feeling prevailed throughout the session, and every 
member seemed to regard this great national reunion as an 
occasion of especial personal enjoyment. 

A perusal of the proceedings, which we present a« 
completely as our columns will admit, will give some ides 
of the labors of the Association and the character of the 
questions submitted to its consideration. Every subject 
was fully, we might say superabundantly discussed, and 
in the main the decisions were made with decided majori- 
ties, and were gracefully acquiesced in by the minorities. 

The choice of President fell upon Professor Davis, 
of Chicago, with marked unanimity. As one of the pro- 
jectors of the Association, and as an ardent and earnest 
laborer in the promotion of its interests, he is entitled to 
whatever honors it can confer. To no other member 
is the Association more indebted for the perfection of its 
organization, and for the high and influential position 
which it has attained. "Worthily, however, as Prof. Davis 
fills the office of President, we should have preferred to see 
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this highest position in the gifb of the profession conferred 
upon one whose name to-day confessedly outranks all 
livmg medical men, but whom, in the natural order of 
things, we cannot much longer honor. The Association 
has heretofore acted wisely in selecting a President from 
among" its eminent senior members, and it is a pleasant 
reflection that the names of Chapman, Warrbn, Ives, etc., 
are enrolled on this honorable record. Younger members 
can afford to waive these distinctions for the present^ in 
favor of those whom the universal profession desires to 
honor, but who are soon to pass from the stage of action. 

The Permanent Secretaryship was established by a ima- 
nimous vote, and Dr. Wm. B. Atkinson, of Philadelphia, 
was selected to fill the position. The office is a most im- 
portant one, and, if its duties are efficiently discharged, will 
have a marked influence upon the future success of the 
Association. Ko large and' extended organization can be 
efficiently managed . without the ceaseless activity of a 
capable business officer, who shall constantly and intelli- 
gently supervise the details of its afiairs. In the selection of 
its first Permanent Secretary the Association has, we be- 
lieve, acted with signal discretion. Dn. Atkinson has had 
large experience as secretary of van'ous medical organiza- 
tions, is Permanent Secretary of the Pennsylvania State 
Medical Society, and has always proved untiring in the dis- 
charge of the laborious, tiresome, but responsible duties of 
that office. Under his management the affairs of the Asso- 
ciation will, we believe, assume a more business-like aspect, 
and its general interests will be greatly increased. 

The voluntary papers and the reports were, on the 
whole, creditable to Uieir authors. There was not, how- 
ever, that maturity of thought and expression which re- 
sult firom careful investigations and long continued study. 
This is principally due to the haste with which papers and 
reports were prepared, and will be obviated in part by the 
more regular and systematic meetings of the AisooiATiON. 
A number of prize papers were presented, and it is highly 
creditable to the literary and scientific ability of Dr. Speir 
that he carried off the prize in the face of the powerful com- 
petition. 

Among the distinguished members of the profession 
present we noticed Dr. Brown-Sequard, of London 
Dr. Usher Parsons, of R I. ; Dr. Thomas Cock, N. Y. 
Dr. H. H. CmLDS, of Mass. ; Dr. C. S. Triplbr, U.S.A- 
Dr. J. Knight, Conn. ; Dr. R. La Roche, of Phila. ; Dr. 
C. A. Lee, of N. Y. 



insane colonies in FRANCE. 

The French Government has finally determined to adopt 
the system of free- air treatment of the insane, as carried 
out at Gheel, and so eloquently advocated by Dr. Parigot 
of this city. The Council-Genei*al of the Rhone, according 
to the Med. Times and Gazette, has recently voted the funds 
necessary for placing in families one hundred indigent insane 
persons whose mental condition does not necessitate their 
sequestration in an asylum. The indigent insane recognised 
as incurable and inoffensive in the Antiquaille Asylum, are 
placed out on recommendation of the chief physician. 
" Without doubt," observes M. Garnier, in the Union Mi- 
diccde, " this example will become promptly contagious ; 
and this will be much to be commended, providing that 
there be constituted a medical and administrative inspec- 
tion of these patients, as H the case of foundlings. Unable 



to restore their moral health to these poor creatures, we 
can at least provide for their physical well-being, by this 
family regimen, Ufe in the open air and varied labors, which 
iire more likely to conduce to it than the residence in an 
asylum. For the safety of the families concerned and the 
success of the experiment, care must be taken that the per- 
sons selected are both incurable and harmless." 

TETANUS IN THE ARMY. 

Tetanus has prevailed among the wounded of the Army 
of the Potomac to an unusual extent. Upwards of fifty 
cases occurred within a short period at Fredericksburg 
and in the hospitals at Washington. Nearly every case 
proved rapidly fatal. We are glad to learn that Dr. Brown- 
SEQUARn, of London, now in thi^ country, has consented to 
give a lecture on this disease, at Washington, where it is 
now most prevalent. The great experience of this emi- 
nent physiologist in the treatment of nervous affections 
will thus be made available to the army surgeons in the 
management of this obscure and fatal complication of gun- 
shot wounds. This lecture will be immediately published 
for circulation in the army. 

ADVANCE IN THE SUBSCRIPTION PRICE. 

Bt an announcement in another column of this number it 
will be seen that the Publishers have advanced the sub- 
scription price of this Journal to Five Dollars per annum. 
This is due to the extraordinary rise in the prices of paper, 
printing, etc., which have added more than fifty per cent, 
to the cost of the work. At the former rates this Journal 
was the cheapest medical journal published, furnishing 
from three to eight times as much printed matter as other 
journals of the same subscription price. To continue its 
publication at the former rate, with the present advanced 
prices in all kinds of printing material, would in effect re- 
duce its subscription to mere gratuity. The advance now 
made simply places the Medical Times upon nearly the 
same basis on which it was first established. 
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Records of the Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Maine 
Medical Assocla.tion, Convened in Portland, Junk 10, 
1863. 

The a nnual Address^ by Dr. J. T. Dana, is principally de- 
voted to the discussion of " Msdioal Esprit du Corps^^^ a 
full development of which begets appreciation of the objects 
of the Association, fraternal interest of its members, and the 
recognition of certain obhgations. The only scientific paper 
is a Report upon Pharmacy, by Dr. H. T. Cumming, em- 
bracing some of the recent improvements in pharmacy. 

The Nervous and Vascular Connexion BirrwEKN the Mo- 
ther AND Foetus in Utero. By John O'Rsillt, 2hLD., 
F.R.C.S.L 

WrrH his characteristic originality and ingenuity. Dr. 
O'Reilly labors to prove that there is a nervous connexion 
by which impressions are conveyed from the mother to the 
foetus in utero, a doctrine hitherto ignored by a large por- 
tion of the medical profession. Many curious racts are given 
for the support of his theory^ and cases recited of various 
deformities in the child, following some supposed impression 
conveyed from the mother while pregnant^ \f we are 
always to regard a post hoc as a propter hoc, we must accept 
these cases as genuine illustrations of an established fact ; 
otherwise we may call them remarkable coincidences. We 
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fancy there are few women who pass through their entire • 
term of gestation without being at some time startled, either 
by strange sights or sounds ; and should the impression thus 
produced be conveyed to the foetus, we fear the world would 
be filled with a race of monsters. Yet, however sceptical 
we may be on tliis point, we have been deeply intereste 1 
in tlie perusal of the book, and conmicnd it to the consider- 
ation of our readers. 
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CANCER OF THE STOMACH. 

[To th« Editor of the Ambbioax Mkoical Timbb.] 
Sir — About three months ago a female patient in this in- 
stitution, aged 75 years, began to complain that, after eating 
two or three mouth fuis of food, she became so nauseated 
as not to be able to swallow any more. This extreme 
nausea was the only symptom of which she then com- 
plained. There was very little tenderness on pressure 
over the stomach ; no tumor could be felt in this region 
nor at any time during the history of the case, though fre- 
quent and thorough examinations were made. There was 
no vomiting, unless persevering efforts were made to force 
down food after the stomach bad revolted against it ; and 
then every particle which had been taken seemed to be 
ejected. Pain was not complained of until two or three 
weeks before the patient died, and it continued more or 
less severe till that event took place. The complexion was 
that peculiar to cancerous cachexia. The patient lin^red 
until April SOth, when she died, very much emaciated. 
On post-mortem examination, forty-eight hours afterwards, 
the posterior wall of the left extremity of the stomach was 
found to be the seat of cancer. The deposit was confined 
principally to that portion of the organ which lies in con- 
tact with the spleen. The coats were perforated in several 
places ; one of the perforations was as large as a silver 
quarter. There was very little thickening of the part^ 
which accounts for our inability to detect a tumor during 
life. There was no obstruction of thet passage between the 
oesophagus and the stomach, nor was the pyloric opening 
involved. 

Perhaps it may be interesting to give a brief history of 
another case of the same dis^tse which occurred in our 
hospital, as it contrasts very strikingly in many particulars 
witt the preceding one : — 

John Kerrigan, an Irish laborer, aged 56 years, came to 
us on the 23d of October last, complaining of great sore- 
ness over the stomach, frequent regurgitations of portions 
of the contents of that organ, in a very sour state, and an 
inability to take solid food in consequence of the severe 
pain which it excited. The patient was very feeble and 
much emaciated, and had the complexion so [characteristic 
of the cancerous diathesis. On examination of the abdo- 
men there seemed to be some fulness over the stomach, and. 
dulness on percussion, with much tenderness, which pre- 
vented Uie exploration being thorough and satisfactory. 
In the course of three or four weeks after his admission an 
undue prominence began to be very apparent over the left 
extremity of the stomach, which continued to increase 
until his death, when a large tumor was well defined by 
the elevation of the walls of the abdomen. There was no 
vomiting until twelve or fourteen days before the termina- 
tion of Uie case, and it at once became a prominent symp- 
tom, continuing more or less copiously until that event. 

Tne patient died on the 23d Dec., and the autopsy 
affirmed the diagnosis which was made in the early history 
of the case, namely, cancer of the stomach. The deposit 
was confined principaUy to the l^rge arch of the organ, 
and formed a considerable tumor. There were no perfo- 
rations, but there were some deep ulcers, one of whicn had 
so nearly perforated the wall, it was a matter of surprise 
that the remaining fibres of peritoneal coat should not have 



given way in some of the efforts of vomiting. The orifices 
of the stomach were not at all involved ; there were, how- 
ever, cancerous depodts in other parts of the alimentary 
canal. 

Mabshall Ixfirmakt, Tbot, N. T., 
May 34th, 1861 



VARIOLA UPON ONE HALF OP THE BODY. 

(To the Editor of the Ambrioan Mbdioal Timrs.) 

Sir — Your correspondent, Dr. Raymond, of Michigan, pro- 
pounds some queries in regard to his case of one-sided 
variolous eruption which I propose briefly to answer. 

He asks: — Did the vaccination, tliirty-six years ago, 
onlv affect or protect the right side ? 

I answer — Such a supposition is contrary to aU theory 
and known facts in the history of vaccination. 

Secondly — Would he have escaped had the child slept 
on the right side of him ? 

Ans. — ^No. 

Thirdly — Why should the eruption have been confijied 
to the side on which he was not vaccinated ? 

Ans. — Because the child slept on that side. 

Fourthly — Is it essential to vaccinate in both arms in 
order to be wholhr protected from the contagion of small-pox? 

Ans. — ^No. Yet other things being equal, the greater the 
number of insertions of the vaccine virus the greater the 
immunity from small-pox contagion and serious resulta. 
This fact is proved by recent statistics compiled from a 
large number of cases. 

There is a case at this time in the pest-house connected 
with the U.S.A. General Hospital in tnis city, which, in my 
opinion, explains all the phenomena in the above case. 
One of the nurses has some pustules upon his fingers and 
face, but has no congtituiional symptoms whatever. They 
are the local effects merely of the virus upon the skin. 
Being an experienced nurse in small-pox hospitals, he re- 
gards the eruptions as of common occurrence, and has 
experienced them frequently in his person. 

D. W. Flora, 

A. A. Surg. U.SJL. 
Hadiiov, Ihd., May 1st, 18M. 



CIBCULAR LETTER. 

SUBOBOK-GBirBBAL^ OlTIOB, 

WAAitnfOTON, D.O., Jooo 1, ISM. 

General Orders No. 191, of Maj 7th, 18M, deolare all Prisoners of War 
of the Federal Army, on parole at that date, exchanged; and at the re- 
qaeet of the Commlssary-Oeoeral nt Prlaonera, Sorgeons-ln-chaige an 
directed to take vp on the same rolls as other soldiers, aU Paroled Pri- 
soners who were In any of the United States General Hospitals at the 
date of the General Order, and reporf them to Colonel Hofbnan, Oem* 
missary General of Prisoners of War, as so translarred. 

By order of the Acting Borgeon-General : 

a H. CBAint, 
Surgeant UJLA, 



CIROULAK LETTER. 

8lIBaB0ir«GBMBBAL*S OmoB, 

Washwoton, D.Cn Jane 4, IMl 

The following Circular from the War Department Is respeotfkUly tar» 

Dished for your Information and guidance. 

Wab Dbpabtmbmt, Adjutaxt-Gbhbbal^s Ortioi, 
Wasbibotoii, May SB, 1661 

CnunxLAB No. 41.— 1. The Secretary of War directs, that in cases where 
oflleers and enlisted men (such as exchanged prisoners, eonTaleecents, 
etc.), are to be sent to their regiments in the field, they shall not be 
forwarded, unless it Is probable that they will reach their regiments in 
time to serrc at least tea days before the expiration of their term of 
serrice. 

i. The attention of all commanders Is inylted to the orders from this 
Ofllce, directing that the men whose term of service expire at the ex- 
piration of the original term of the regiment, should be sent to the 
State to which the regiment belongs, to be mustered out nnder the 
Svperintendence of the Chief Mastering Officer of the State. Wh«B 
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the term of service of enlisted men expires At other times, they should 
be mastered out of service by the Commissary or Assistant Conimis. 
sary of Musters of the command in which they ma,y be serving. When 
onlisted men are too sick to travel to the proper place of muster-out, 
they Mrill be discharged for disability, in the usual way, stating in ad- 
dition the fkct that the soldier's term of service has expired. The dis- 
charge of men of tho Veteran Reserve Cor|)a is provided for by Circu- 
lar No. 12, current series, from this Office. • 

E. D. TowNBBinJi, 
AvdtiarU AdjutanUGepsi'cU^ 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General : 

0. H. Cbahb, 

Surgeon^ U.8.J., 



0EDER8, CHANGES, Ac 

AS810N1IEKT& 

Assistant-Surgeon G. M. Btcrulterg, U.S.A., as Surgeon-in«cbarge, Ge- 
neral Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Surgeon J. J. Delamater, U.8.V., as Surgeon-in-Chiei; General 8hep- 
ley's commuid, Norfolk, Va. 

Surgeon M. Goldsmith, U.8.V., to the Bed River Expedition (tempora- 
rily). 

Surgeon Samuel Hart, U.S.Y., aa Suxgeon-in-charge, General Hospital, 
ToUahoma, Tenn. 

Surgeon W. A. Conover, tJ.S.Y., as Medical Inspector, 18th Army Corpo. 

Actinff Assistant-Surgeon W. U. Curran, U.S.A., to Camp Hoq^lial, 
Louiavilie, Ky. 

Aasiatant-Surgoofi B. McCIuer, U.S.Y., to General Hospital, Madison, 
Ind. 

Surgeon G. B. Weeka, U.S.Y., aa Medical Inspector, Department of Ar» 
kansa^ 

Surgeon J. J. Craven, U.S.Y., aa Medical Director, 16th Army Cwpa, 
Department of Yirrlnla and North Carolina. 

Surgeon Henry Erersman, U.S. V., aa Chief Medical Officer at Johnson^s 
Island Ohia 

Surgeon W. D. Stewart, U.S.Y., as Surgeon-ln-Chief^ Reserve Dhrlalon, 
Department of West Virginia. 

Surgeon T. B. lieed, U.S. V., as Aaststaot Medical Director In the field, 
Department of West Virginia. 

Aseistant-Surgoon W. T. Okie, U.S.A., aa Surgeon-lnHShaige, General 
Hospital (Joe HoltX Jeffersonvllle, Ind. 



Acting Asslstaat-Surgeon W. H. Curran, U.S.A., to Camp Hospital, 

rilU ~ 

ospi 

AssMUmt-Sufgeon J. Y. Cantwell, U.S.V., to charge of the Hospital 



LouisviTle, Ky. 

lal ^ 



Hospital Chaplain W. M. Grimes, to Totten Hospital, Louisville, Ky. 

AssMUmt-Surgeon j- — - - 

Transport "*■ Ashland.*^ 

Surseon C. C. Dun 
|iany Indian Expedition. 

buiigeon A. L. Cux, ^.w. « ., 
Corps. Army of the Cumberland. 



Surgeon C. C. Dumreeoher, U.8.Y., to Fort Dallas, Oregon, to aooom- 

' Indian Expe ' 
burgeon A. L. Cux, U.S.V., as Surgeon-ln-Chloi; let Division, SOtb 



Assistant-Surgeon 8. B. Ward, U.6.Y., to 8d Division, General Hospital, 
Alexandria, Va. 

SuTEeon w. I. Wolfley, U.B.Y., as Burgeon-In-Chief; De Bussey'a Divi- 
sion, Arlington, Ya. 

Surgeon A. H. Thurston, U.S.Y., as Medical Inspector of Hospitals, De- 
partment of Washington. 

Surgeon F. U. Gross, UJ9.Y., as Medical Director of Hospitals, Anna- 
polis, Md. 

Surgeon B. A. Christisn, U.S.Y^ to Philadelphia, Pa. 

Surgeon C. F. U. Campbell, U.S.Y., as Medical lospeotor of Hospltal^ 
Middle Departments 

Surgeon A. J. Phelps, U.S. Y., to special duty with the Medical Director, 
Army of the Potomac. 

Hospital Steward G. Palaxatto, 4th New York Cavalry, to tho General 
Hospital, Annapolis, Md. 

Acting Assistant- Surgeon Edward David has been relieved ftx>m duty 
at Elmlra, N. Y., and assigned to duty Fabfuc Seminary Hospital, Va. 

OBDXRS. 

Assistant-Surgeons E. M. Powers and J. H. Ledlle, U.6.Y., to report to 
tlie Commanding General, Department of Missouri 

Asslstant-Surgeona BenJ. Durham, A. McMahon. and J. B. Pether> 
bridge, U.8.V., to report to the Commanding General, Department of th« 
GulfT 

Surgeon Geore# W. Hogeboom, U.S.Y., Is relieved firom dutv In the De- 
partment of Mfosouri, and will report to the Conunaoding General, De- 
partment of Kansas. 

Assistant-Surgeons B. A. Clark, M. B. Cochran, and H. W. Davis, 
U.S.Y., vrlll report to the Commanding General, Department of Ar» 
kansaa. 

Asslstant-Snrgeons D. S. Brower and Geo. Derbv, U.S.Y.. will report 
to the Commanding General, Department of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina. 

Assistant-Surgeon Thomas B. Pooley, U.8.V., will report to the Com- 
manding Geoeol, Army of the Potomac 

Assistant-Surgeon M. F. Cogswell, U.S.Y., will report to the Command- 
ing General, Department of the East, for assignment to duty at Albany, 
N. Y. 

Surgeon B. H. Gilbert, U.8.Y., now on slek leave, will report in person 
to AsdsCant Burgeon-General B. 0. Wood, U.S.A., LonlsvUle, Ky., fbr as- 
signment to such duty ss hU health will permit, as soon as able to 
travel. 

Surgeons O. 8. Trlplsr and H. B. Wirts, U.8.A., and Surgeons Thos. 
Antisell and 0. C. Cox, U.8.Y., are detailed to rei^esent the Medloid 
Defwrtment of the U. S. Army, at the meeting of the American Medi- 
cal Association In New York dty, June 7, 1864. 

Assistant-Surgeon Brlnton Stoue, U.S.Y., will rep(Mrt to the Surgeon- 
General, U.S.A., for duty in his office. 

Burgeon Whitehlll on being relieved will report to the Commanding 
General, Northern Department. 

Surgeon D. B. Sturgeon, U.S.Y., now on leave of absence, will at once 
rc|)olnnis proper station in tho Department of New Mexico. 



• A Board to consist of Surgeon E. H. Abadle, U.S.A., Burgeon Jona- 
than Lettcmion, U.S.A., and Assistant-Surgeon E. S. Dunsior, U.S.A., 
viill aseemble at West Point, N. Y., to examine Into tho physical quail* 
floations of the m«-mbera of the Graduating Ckas. The same board 
will continue in session until they have examined into the physical 
condition of ail newly appointed Cadets, and will report their procoed- 
inim to the War Department. 

The following Officers unconditionally released by the rebel ;authorl- 
tles, will proceed wiihont delay to rfjoln their respective commands: — 

Surgeon N. F. Graham, Irth Ohio Vols., Assistant-bourgeon W. 8. 
Newton, 91st Ohio Vols., Surgeon N. D. FurguSon, 6lli Now York Ca- 
valry, Assistant-Surgeon D. W. Richards, Uftth Pennsylvania Vols., 
Surgeon W. S. Welsh, 16lh West Virginia Vols., Assistant- Snrfeeon J. 
J. Johnson, same regiment, Surgeon C. H. Thatcher, 14th Weat \ Irginia 
Vols., and Chaplain John L. Irwin, same regiment. «» « 

Lsavs or Ajawott, 

Surgeon J. B. G. Baxter, U.S.Y. (20) twenty days leavo tn>m Depart- 
ment of the Gxx\t, with permission to apply for forty days' extension. 

Surgeon N. R. Derby, U.S. V., for sixty days on Surgeon's cortiflcata of 
disability. 

Surgeon A. P. Dalrymple, U.8.Y., for twenty days. 

BVSIG NATIONS. 

Surgeons W. C. Otterson, U.8.Y., to take effect May 2B, 1854. 
Burgeon Bernard Boust, U.S.V., to take effect May 26, 18M. 
Chttphiin Joseph Flalon, U.S.A., to take elleot May 5, 1844. 

DiBOHABaxs, mamssALs, xto. 

Medical Cadet J. W. Magruder, U.S^.A., honorably discharged to enable 
him to accept an appointment as Acting Assistant-burgeon L.8.A. 

H(»spiul Steward J. F. Evans, U.S.A., dishonorably discharged for 
drunkenness. 

Assistant-Surgeon Frederick W. Simpson, 72d New York Vols., bavinc 
failed to appear before a Military Commission as ordered, Is dismissal 
May 9, 18<M, for absence without leave. 

Assistant-Surgeon C. Teal, 26th Iowa Vols., having been examined by m 
Military Board, and an adverse report made in his case, is discharged iha 
service 

Assistant-Burgeons W. I. Woliley. 68d, and H. Z. Gill, IN^th Ohio Yola., 
honorably discharged on tender of resignation, to accept new appoint- 
menta. 

FBOMOnONS. 

Assistant-Surgeons J. T. Osntwell, Wm. I. Wolfley, H. S. Goodman, 
and H. L. W. buxrltt, U.S.Y., to bo Surgeons of Volunteers. 

APPOI1ITMKKT8, 

Assistant-Surgeon David McKay, 79th New York Yols., to be Surgeon 
29lh U. 8. Coloted Troops. 

Dr. L. C. Chapin, of Connecticut, to be Burgeon 28th U. 8. Colered 
Troops. 

HAVT. 

UsQvior Na9f Ord€r%^ 

Sdrgeon John 'HMvnley detached Ihim the Nstval Bendesvoos, New 
York, and awaiting orders. 

Surgeon Robert Woodworth ordered to the Naval Bendesvous, New 
York. 

Suiigeon WUUsm B. Taylor detached tcom the Gsrera and walti&c 
orders. 

Assistsnt-dnisetfi Wm. H. JMies ordered to the Praetloe Steamer 
Murblehead. 

Assistant-Surgeon W. 8. Oberly detached fkem tbo Naval Academy and 
ordered to the Practice Ship Macedonian. 

Assistant-Suigeon AdoJph A. Uoehling detached hoxm the Boanoke and 
waiting orders. 

Assistant- Surgeon George If. Woods ordered to the Boanoke. 

Assistant-Surgeon G. H. E. Baomgarten ordered to the Naval Hospital, 
Memphis, Teon. 

Surgeon H. F. McSherry detached from the Naval Hospital, Memphis 
Tenn., and waitlngorders. 

Surgeon F. M. Potter detached firom the Beeelvlng Ship Ohio, and or- 
dered to the Niagara at New York. 

Surgeon Edward F. Corson ordered to the Receiving Ship Ohio. 

Assistant-Surgeon Edward 8^ Matthews to report at Philadelphia, Fa., 
fbr examination for promotion. 

Assistant-Surgeon Samuel W. Abbott, U. 8. 8. Niagara, resignation 
accepted. 

Assistant-Surgeon Joslah H. Gonnlng ordered to the Naval Hospital, New 
York, for duty. 

* Assistant-Surgeon E. 8. Bogert detached firom tho Naval Hospital, New 
York, and ordered to the U. 8. 8. Niagara. 

VcdunU^ ITawil IM, 

Wm. J. Bimon appointed Acting Asslstant-^iiirteeB, and ordered to the 
Princeton, at Philadelphia. Pa. 

Charles 8. Gisen appointed an Acting Assistant-Surgeon, and waiting 
orders. 

Isaiah Dewling appointed Acting Assistant Burgeon, and ordered to the 
Booth Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 

Edward W. Avery anpointed Acting Assistant-Surgeon, and <Nrdered to 
the Banaltee, at New York. 

Acting Aasistant-Surgeon Henry Shaw, of the Ethan Allen. reslgnatloB 
accepted, to take offset on the reporting of Acting Assistant-Surgeon 
Dewling. 

Aoiine Assistant-Surgeon D. J. Harris detached ttcm the North Garo-' 
Una, at New York, and ordered to the South Atlantic Blockading Squa- 
dron. 

Acting Assistant-Snrfoon W. W. Howard ordered to the Sontb Atlan- 



tic Blockading Squadron. 

Acting Asststani-Surgo 
Blockading trquadron, and ordered North. 

Acting Assistant-Snr; 
kill and waiting orders. 

Acting Assisiant-S 
Untie Blockading Sq 



Acting Asststani-Surgoon Wm. Nick detached ttom the South Atlantic 

ling tr< 
Acting Assistant-Surgeon John W. Hamilton detached fh>m the Oata- 
11 and waiting orders. 

Acting Assisiant-Surgeon Benjamin Marshall ordered to tUb Bonth At- 
uadron. 



AmeiioftB Medical Times. 



SPECIAL NOTICES. 



June 11. 18C4. 



MABEiEp.—In the Baptist Church at East Bethel. Vt, May 24, 1864, Dt 
H. T. Hanks, of Boyalbtoo, Mass., and Mist Martha R FirL of East 
Bethel, Vt. 

Books uoutxd:— Hodge's Obstetrics ; Btunstead on Venereal. 



GoimcnfiOATioN bxoxitko fkom Wna. B. Smith, M.D., Cairo, III 

To CoRBnpoMi>nrrs.~QuKitT.— Will some of your nnmeroos readers 
lnfi>nn roe, throa«rh your journal, as to the poaaibillty of a snake or lizard 
inhabiting the alimentary canal ? 

Bbllbyus, M.D. 

METEOBOLOOT AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK IN THE CITY 

AND COUNTY OP NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report 
From the 88d day of May to the 80th day of May, 1861 
Dsathi.^Ueu, 115; women, 82; boy^ 189: girls, 112. Children bom of 
native pfluwnis, 29; foreign, 198; not staled, 19; total, 44a Adults, 195; 
. blldren, 251 ; male6. 252; Ibmaies, 194; colored persons, 10 ; infimts under 
two years of age, 129. 

Among the causes of death we notice :— Erysipelas, 0; albuminuria, 7 ; 
apoploxv, 2; inflmtile conTulsions, 80; croup, 18; diphthorile, 28; scarlet 
fcTer, 19; puerperal fever, ; typhus and typhoid fevers, 81 ; ooniumption, 
68; small-pox. lO; measles, 10; dropsy in head, 28; infonUle marasmus, 18; 
whooping-cough, 1 ; inflammation of brain, 14; of bowels, 10; of lungs, 
80 ; bronchitis, 2; diarrhtea and dysentery, 7. 228 deaths occurred fhtm 
acute diseases, and 40 from violent causes. 270 were native, and 172 
foreign; of whom 109 came l^om Ireland; 79 died in the City Charities, 
of whom 18 were in Beliuvue Hospital, and 17 died in the immigrant In- 
Btitution. ^ 

Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kepi in 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street. New York. 




RcMABKa.— 92d, Variable; mostly snitrv ; light showers fh>m 4 to 5 p.m. 
28d, Clear, with ft-esh wind. 24tli, Cloudy ; very light rain morning and 
afternoon. 25th, Hard rain early, very light rain during Uie day. 26ilu 
Baln-atorm.-' 27th. Cloudy a.m., Tariable p.m., snltry. £fth, Clear, wln€ 
mostly firtah. Kain for the week three-quarters of an Indi. 



SPECIAL NOTICE. 

tax New York Academy or Mxdioine wiU hold Us Re- 
gutar Meeting^ on We^^Msday^ June 15. Db. Pbablsb will 
read a Papmr on OvariaUmy, 

Section op Theory and Practice and Medical Pa- 
THOLOOY OP THi New Tobk Acadebcy OP Medicinb. — The 
Stated Monthly Meeting of thi$ Section wia he held at Uie 
houee of the Chairman, Dr. H. D. Bulkley, No, 42 Eari 
TUd 8t,j on Thwredaaf neoetj the IQth imL, at eight o'clock 
PJ£. 



The Three Best Tonics, 

IRON, PHOSPHORUS, CALISAYA, 

Bkilftilly aad elefpantly combined in an amber<KX»lored cordial, transparent 
to the eye, d«Ucfoas to the taste, and acceptable to the system. 

Tba Profesalon are requested to examine our beautinil oomblnation of 
tba above ine^lmable tonics. 

8amplea sent on application. 

Remember the name. 

CASWELL, i£ACK & CO.'S 

FERRO-PH08PHORATED ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARIC 

CASWELL, MACK A CO., Family Chemists, 
Under Fifth Avenue Hotel 

r. Frank H. Hamilton has removed 

his ofBoe and residence to M Madison Avenue. 
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Wm. Frothingham, M.D., late House 
Surgeon and Physician, Bellevae Hospital, oor. 108th st. and 10th 
AT0DIM, Washington Uelghts» 11 ew Yorlk 



A Fine Opportunity for a Surgeon. 
—Dr. Swinburne, of Albany. N. T., recently appointed Health 
Officer to the Post of New Yorlc. olTors his fine reBideneo in that city 
for sale for its marlcet value, without any extra charge for its beinr an 
estttblished place of sunKical business. The house is provided with all 
the modern improvements, is nearlv new, and built by the Doctor for 
his own convenience, and hence is well adapted to the wants of a 
physician or surgeon. There is probably no more eligible location for 
an avplring young sunroon who is disposed to work his way in the 
world than this, and for a surgeon of reputation un excellent oppor* 
tunity for a good location for practising his pp»fe»Iun. He Iiaa also a 
commodious stable attached, which may t>e purchased if desired. 
» For reference please address Mr. £. Bleeker, 60 l£agie st, Albany, or Dr. 
John Swinburne, Quarantine, Staten Island. 
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r. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 

MENT AT FLOBKNCR, MASS. (near NorthamptonX is pleasant* 
ly situated in a healthy mountain region, amply suppliea with the purest, 
softest, and coldest granite water, bhndy walks and drives, with pleasant 
views all around ; bowling alleys; bt>itts; billiard table ; pianos ; gymnas- 
tics ; several hundred feet of covered piazzas ; rooms all light and airy ; 
diet plain, but nourishing, abundant and well prepared ; the whole of the 
Institute managed with care, order, and neatness. Dr. Mnnde, though the 
oldest disciple of Prieasnitz, and one of the first writers on his system, 
does not elnim for it's ereater scope tlian really belongs to it ; but as a 
bealthv Branch of the Healing Art. based entirely upon physiological , 
pinciples, lie considers it well wurth tne attention of the Profession, who 
ought not to confound the good cause with its many bad advocatea. 
For Terms, etc., apply as above. 

JW. W. Gordon's Spring Yacci- 
* nator. — We solicit the attention <^ Physicians to this ingonlons 
instrument, of simple construction, cutting the skin and inserting the 
virus in one operation, which is instantaneous. It has met with the on- 
qualified approval of every X'hysician who lias used it. 

BatUmor4^ McL, Sot. 19, 1868. 

Dju J. W. W. OomnoH : 

Dear Sir :^1 have used your Vaccinator the last five years, and I vain* 
it highly for the following reasons : — 

1st. # is a great economlser of time and matter. 

2d. 'nie operation is sure to succeed when the virus is good and the 
system in a suitable condition, as the matter la deposited in immediate 
contact with the abeorbenta, where it must remain, there being no he- 
morrhace to remove it, neither can it be alTected by friction on the arm, 
which tae patient is so apt to indulge in after the operation. 

8d. It is admirably aoapted to umid children, the operation being in- 
stantaneous, and accompanied with so little pain as in many instaaces not 
to disturb cnildren when asleep. 

4th. It is of Inestimable vsJue by enabling the Physician to determine 
Whether the operation is successfoL for this reason : the wound inflicted 
by the instrument is so trivial, that the too early appearance of inflamma 
tion would proTe to be the reeolt of apnrious matter or of a vitiated sys- 
tem. 

Very respectfhlly, 

S. T. KNIGHT, M.D., 

ffealik Comau$9i<m6r» 

The following is the testtmonial of Physicians in CaHfomia, where tba 
inatrument waa first introduoed : 

San rranet900. Col, AprU S8, 1807. 
** We have used Qordeo^ Spring Vaceinator, and express our ai^>roval 
of the same as a superior instrument, and can with confldenoe reocmmend 
it to the profeaBl<nL Wo have never known it to fklL** 

B. S. COOPER, M.D., PresH Med. Chir. Society. 

J. M. WILLIAMSON, M.D. J. M. TBWK8B1JRT, M.D. 

J. P. MACAULY, M.D. J. ROWELL, M.D. 

LORENZO HUBBARD, M.D. M. B. ANGLE, M.D. 

A, ATKINSON, M.D. M. W. FIFER, M.D. 

PsioB— #8.00, sent bv mall if deshred ; a liberal discount to the tnde. 
N3.— Fresh Vaccine Virus constantly on hand— Price $1.00. 
All Orders should be addressed to 

W. J. M. GORDON h BRO., 
Manufacturing Chemists and Druggista, 
N.E. Cor. Central Avenue and EighthStreet, 

CINCINNATI. O. 

XT. S. Artificial Leg DepotSi 

where Govenmoeot ftimlahea tlie 

U. 8. AmiY AND NAVY LEG 

to Soldiers grails, or Its value applied on the Anatomical Ball and 

Socket-Jolntea Leg, which has moaon at the ankle like the natural one. 

668 Broadway, N. Y., Rocbeiter, N. Y., Cinehmati, O., and St Loatoi 

DOUGLAS BLY, M.D., 

U, S. Commimioner, 
Tor inttmctlons address Db. Blt, at nearest Depot. 
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o the Medical Profession. — Dr. J. 

PARIGOT, late Comroistloner in Lunacy, and Honorary Pro- 
lb isor of the University of Brussels, ofllsrs to consult with Gentlemen 
of the Profession, and to give advice on Mental Disovdera and Medico- 
Legal Cases. 
Dr. Parioot has a vacancy for a patient at bla residence. 
Correspondence can be addressed to the care of 

Baii.UCTB Bbotoxis, 690 Broadway, N. Y. 
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QKOROE TIEMANIf J^ CO. 



Manufacturers of Surgical liistru- 

iU. MKNTS, Ac 

No. 68 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 

OTTO A REYNDERS, 
Hanaikctarera and Importers of 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, etc., 

64 (late) 58 Chatham Street, New York. 

The various SiillnU for Morbas Goxarias. Abdominal Supporters, Shonlder- 
broeofl, Stockings for Varicose Veins, Klectrio Machines, Rar-Tmmp^ts. 
fraotore Splints, Omtohee, Syringes, Knemaa, Slceletons, Fine Cutlery, etc 

tA rtificial Legs and 
-^ Anns. Selpho^s PatenL The best sub- 
stitutes for lost limbs the world of science 
has ever invented. (Established 34 years.) 
Can be had only of 
WM. SELPHO, 
Patentee and Inventor. 
Send for pamphlet 516 Broadway, N. Y. 

N.B. — A Silver Medal Just awarded at the late Fais of the American 
Institnte for the best Artificial Limbs. 




CONCEMTRATJED Fl^VID MAGJfESIA 

Is eamestlv and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
superiw article. Every fluid ounce contains fifteen grains of magnesia in 
an elegant and pennanent solution. Whilst possessTng vastly increased 
medloinat pro|>frtles, it Is fumlsbed at a lower price than any simiUr 
article of Jroreiffn or domestic manuihcture. As a corrector of ac||ity, an 
invlgorBting tonic, and soiiD aperient in all disorders of the digestive organs, 
It is without a rival, and has elidted nnqnalifled approbation. 

PTUi: A BHOTHER, 

Chemists, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
FOR SALE BY 
JA8. a A8PINWALL, 86 William St, N. Y. 

SCHIEFFELIN BK0TUKR8 A CO., WUliam, cor. Beekman St, N. Y. 
CASWELL, MACK A CO., Fifth Ave. HoteL N. Y» and viewport B. L 
BEGEMAN J^ CO. Broadway, N.Y. "^ •' *~ •» 

JOUN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. Y. 
F. M. BASSET, oor. Court and Atlantic Sts., Brooklyn, K. Y. 
J. U. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Vanderbilt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
F. BROWN, oor. Fifth and Chestnut Sts^ Philadelphia. 
U. C. BLAIB,cor. Eighth and Walnut Sts., Philadelphia. 
WTETH A BBOTHEIt, 1413 Walnut St, PhiUdelphia. 
And by Ifemgctsts seueniiljr. 



L & W. GRUNOWS 

COMPOUND ACHKOMATIC MICROSCOPE. 

L and W. Gmnow wonid respectftilly inform the Medical Profession, 
and Miorosoopitfts generally, that they have largely increased their fadli- 
tiee for manulhoturing their microscopes by the addition of new and 
improved machinery 1o thMr ettablUhmsnt, and that in conseqnenoe 
they are now prepared to fill orders more promptly. 

In order to suit the convenience of a krge proportion of their patron^ 
and eqtedally of those not residing in New York, they have oonstitiited 
Mil F. J. EMMERICH, 97 MAIDEN LANE, special agent for the sale 
of their Mleroacopes and Miorosoopical Apparatus, and they would re- 
speetftilly recommend that hereafter all orders be directed to his addnss. 

They are convinced that by this arrangement they wiU hereafter be 
ena b l e d to devote their attention more to the manuliM>tar« and constant 
improvement of their Instruments than has heretofore been their pri- 
vilege, when they also had to give attention to business details and to 
lengthy oocrespondence. 

N.B.— Price lists can be had Arom Mb. EMMERICH on appUcattoo, 
the second and revised edition of their Sdentiflo and Deseriptive Cata- 
logue will soon be ready, and will be sent to any address on application 
upon the receipt of 50 cents of postage currency. 

Mb. EMliERICH will keep on hand a constant and ftill supply of 
mierosoopieal ot>}ects, slides, thin-glass eevera, and all ingredlenU for 
mounting objects. 

Nbw Yobx, May, 1864. 



Yaccine Yirus from Kine. — One crust, 
10 quills, and one capillary tube, one dollar each. 
This virus is free fh>m syphUitic or other taint Is derived fh>m 
selected healthy country klne. Is powertal and satlsfictory. It is pre- 
rerable to that in common use. 

Address EPURAIM CUTTER, M.D.. 

Woborn, Mass. 



WABE & FOBB, 

Instrument Makers to the 

NEW YORK, BELLEVUE; AND CITY HOSPITALS^ 

Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMEN'l^ APPLIANCES, 

SYRINGES, wro, 
85 FulUm tirset, If^ut York, 

W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr. James R. wood, a full description of which will be 
forwarded upon application. Also, Dr. Lkwis A. Sayrb^s luiiiroved out- 
door SftUnt for Mobdds Cojcabius. Directions for moasuronients will be 
forwarded when requested. 

^^/^rencM.'— JAiiKS R. Wood, M.D., Lbwis A. Saybb, M.D., Stbpukv 
SuiTiL M.D., B. F. Bacub,M.D-U.S.N. 

PRIOED 0A7AL00UES WILL BS SKNT TO AJfT ADDRESS, 

Elf" Agents for Jewett^s Artificial Lmibs, which are superior to all 
others. • 

Sole Agents for ** Fermlnlchs Irritation Instrument^ Price $8.00. 





Artificial Limbs, for 

Inferior and Superior Extremities, by 

E. D- HUDSON M.D,, . . 

CLINTON HALL, (up stairs,) Eighth Street, or Astor LC! 
Place, New York. 

FEET for Limbs shortened by Hip Disease, an Important 
apparatus, unique and comely. 

Soldiers provided with legs, without cost by Dr. H., the only one com- 
missioned by the Surgeon-General, U.S.A., for the Jiorthsm Division, 

Dr. U., having devoted his attentiun and practice for fourteen years to 
the subject of Artificial Limbs, has made such improvements upon the 
**■ Palmer PatenL^ the right to which is his \>y purchase, as to render his 
treatment in this branch of snrgeiy superior to all others. The Surgical 
Adjuvant sent gratis. 

REFERENCES. 
Ya'lbmtihb Mott, M.D., Wm. H. Yah Bubbm, M.D., 

WiLLABD Pabkbb, M.D., Stxpbbm SMrrH, M.D., 

J. M, Cabnoohan, M.D., Tuomas Mabkok, BLD., 

GuBDOH Buck, M.D., Jambs R. Wood, M.D^ 

F. H. Hamilton, M.D^ Brigade David P. Smitb, MJD., Suigees 

Surgeon of U.S. A., U.S.A. 

The ^^ Fifth Avenue Pharmacy,'' 

No. 157 FIFTH AVK (BET. 9l8T and Sao STaX 

NBW YORK. 
I JOHN CANAVAN, Pharmaceuiigt, 

Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted* him- 
self to the investigation and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly qualified as well by bis 
seientiflc attainments as by his great experience to apply it in the moat 
elfectual manner, brings tms foot to the notice of the profossion. Pa- 
tients sent to him for this mode of treatment will otherwise remaia 
under the charge of their attending physicians. Uis bustness is fhie 
firom all charlatanism and quackery. 

141 FOURTH AVENUE. 

ZSBXS OF IHX AXEBIGAV MEDICAL TIMES. 

C^^ and Canadian Subscribers, |fii50 per annum, payable la advaaesi 

Mail Subscribers, $6 per annum, payable in advance^ 

Remittances must accompany an <Mer for the JoumaL 

The Publishers will not hold themselves roqkonsible for the lost of 
moneys inclosed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the 1st of January and 
Jidy ; but snbscrlptloos may begin at any date. 

Tnose who desire to have the series complete can be suj^led with the 
back numbers at the original subscription prioe. 

The Ust volume, nloenr bound in olotlL, may be had at the office, for fS 00, 
and free by mail for $8.88; doth cases for binding may be had at tha olBee 
for 8fi cents, and free by mall for 84 cents. 

\* Tub liBDiOAL TiMBS is published every Saturday moralng, and ia 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every seoti<Hi of tne eonntiy. As a 
medium for immediate communication with the OAedical prcfesston of the 
United States, it olTers unsurpassed fiusilitles to those desiring to adrertisa 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical Appliances, Instramenta 
of eveiy kino. Drugs and Medicines, etc., etc; 1 ne followiag tenns ol 
tnmsient advertisements may be modified by special oontraoi for pemin- 
uentifisertion: 

^ eolunm, or lesii each insertion fl 00 

X ** - 1 80 

X *• ** 800 

1 •* •» T 80 

A deduction of 10 per cent is made for 8 insertions. 
u 25 ** ** ** 18 ** 

M ^ M U tt 28 ** 

u 85 M « a ^ M 

Oommnnieatlons should be addressed ** Office American yedloal Tim as 
680 Broadway, H. Y.*« BAILUERE BROTHERS, 

JSMi9h0r§ and P^^prUi^n, 
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Maaaitieritti-^ WptpjMt. 



Nkw Yobk : SATURDAY, Jmre 18, 1864. \ wrjS^''» 



OAlOrNAL LECTURES. 

Bpflrmfttorrhfvftt bfllu i li*etar« 
d*[lT<snd u the Csllece ol 
Phyildui ind SBrnonidar- 
iBElheScHlDBoriMB-l. Br 
Wlllvil Puku, H.D. . . . la 

ORIGINAL COMMUNICA- 

DfwrlpUgD oTi Mew PiUern of 



Two Gum* oT EiUrpttlon of 
Pnlrvl ia tb* LiHTDx. (WItta 
Wouisdt Ulutnlfoiia.) Bt 
IMsdrtiili Bnmilader, ILD. . MI 




EDITORIAL ART1CLta.ti 
Hlntt to Be(6i 
HMtlnt of lb« NaUoul Qi 



REVIEWS. 
4Stnr*i on If Adlal EdnMUm, 
M «■ Um Proper Method of 
etwlrlna Medlotn*. Br Stm. 
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8PERMAT0RRH(EA, 
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LECrrURE DEUVEBED AT THE COLLEGE OF 
PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 

DURING TBI 8IS8I0N OF 1863-4, 

Bt WILLARD PARKER, M.D., 

PlORtSOB or THB nUKOIPU* AITD FKAOTIOB OW SUXOUT AMD BUBOIOAI. 

FATBOLOOT. 

(^QmchtdHi/rom page 866.) 
We come now, gentlemen, to speak of the treatment of this 
unfortunate malady, and we shall consider it first in a gene- 
ral point of view. The object of all treatment should be to 
invigorate and strengthen the whole system, and this can be 
acoomnlished only by an entire change in the habits of the 
indiviauaL The patient must be made to live out-doors, to 
occupv himself in vigorous muscular exertion, such as he 
woula have in becoming a civil eneineer, or as he would 
have by going to sea and serving before the mast, or as he 
would have by long tramps on horseback, or by adopting a 
soldier^s life and roughing it. He should also have cold 
ablutions of his whole body, which should be taken once or 
twice in the 24 hours, together with cold douches over the 
lumbar region, followed by active friction. Cold bathing of 
the genitdia is also very good at night, as is also the injec- 
tion of half a pint of cold water into the rectum to act as a 
local tonic He should sleep in a large, well ventilated, and 
cold room, on a hard bed, with plenty of cover on the feet 
and but little about the central portion of the body. The 
food must be nutritious and easy of digestion, such as milk 
and bread, fresh fruit, and meat in m^eration. Aliment^ 
too, should be taken at fixed intervals, in order to give the 
stomach a good chance to rest after it has got thnnigh with 
digestion. Late suppers must be avoided bv all means^ and 
the bowels must always be kept in a soluble condition. 
Patients who suffer fit)m seminal weakness must be careful 
to empty the bladder on retiring ; and if they wake during 
the night and have erection, associated with fulness of the 
bladder, they must not fail to rise and empty it. ^ Let it 
be borne in mind the emissions occur towards morning, 
and there is no doubt but that the priapism, following 
the accumulation of urine, is the first step in exciting the 
libidinous dream which is followed by the emission. 

I have very little confidence in medicines, onlv so far as 
they may act in a general way to give tone to the system. 
Jxk this class of remedies I should place quinine, ergotine, 
iron, nnx vomica, and dilute phosphoric acid. 

Ajs far as the local treatment is concerned, I begin with 
the introduction of the flexible metallic bougie twice a 
week, allowing it to remain for from five to fifteen minutes 
at a time. The effects of this particular treatment are some- 
times very striking. 

The modus operandi is not so much in the coldness of 
the instrument as it is in the metallic oxide which forms 
with the oil in the instrument^ and the simple presence of 
the foreign body to the part, allaying the irritability. We 
notice Uie same result upon the irrit&ihty of a part , when 
the throaty by constant mtroduction of the finger, becomes 
gradually accustomed to the presence of that member, and 
gagging is no longer the result 

In some cases I have introduced an eight or ten 
bougie, which is grooved along its curve, and in which 
grooves I insert a stimulating ointment. Cauterization, as 
reconomended by Lallemand many years affo, has not^ with 
me, been followed by the good results which that gentle- 
man has set forth or claims for it. StilL cauterization is of 
service under certain circumstances, and may be employed 
either by means of the solid nitras argenti or by the same 
salt in solution. I have devised instruments to fulfil both 
indications; by means of one I can ^>ply the solid nitrate 
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of silver, and by means of the other the solution of the salt. 
The first instrument is fashioned afler the manner of a ca- 
theter, through which a slide passes. The instrument is 
open at the end ; the curve and the margins of the open- 
ing are nicely curved and bevelled. The slide is provided 
at the end of its curve with a bead or small ball which fits 
accurately the opening in the catheter. Just below this 
bead are three or four grooves for the lodgment of nitrate 
of silver in powder, yfnen the instrument is to be passed, 
it is first charged by filling in the grooves with the powder, 
and then drawing on the slide until the bead closes the 
opening. You fiien pass down to the prostatic portion of 
the urethra, and when you have arrived at that point, the 
slide is gently pushed, so that the parts can be reached with 
the caustic. ^ means of the ball arrangement at the end 
of the instrument, the catching of any fold of the mucous 
membrane between the end of the slide and the instnmient 
itself is entirely prevented. 

The instrument which I use, and have used for the last 
twenty years for the purpose of injecting the parts with 
nitrate of silver in solution, consbts m brief of a catheter 
arrangement, with a small opening at its short curved extre- 
mity, and provided with a delicate piston, which, by proper 
care, can send, if necessary, not more than two or three 
drops of the liquid at a time against the caput gallinaginis. 

I am in the habit of using the solution in various strengths, 
depending upon the irritability of the case, sav from five to 
forty grains to the ounce of water. Another kind of treat- 
ment IS the injection at night of cold water into the blad- 
der to the amount of J I or J iss. at night and morning. 

I have not a favorable opinion of the various mechanical 
appliances which have been invented to act locally m these 
cases to prevent this pathological spermatorrhoea. The use 
of them IS not based upon a sound philosophy. 

It is the custom wiln some surgeons to recomipend pa- 
tients suffering firom this disease to seek illicit intercourse. 
I am entirely opposed to such a course, first, bec^Mise it is 
ineffectual, since the patient must needs oe placed in a posi- 
tion similar to married life without enjoymg all the privi- 
leges which belong to such a state. It is wrony, on the 
pnnciple that the gratification of a desire once mvites a 
repetition of the same. You eat your breakfast one morn- 
ing, and you naturallv have an equally strong appetite for it 
the next morning, m the second place, the morale of this 
course does not agree with my views of what is right If 
young men ask for virtue, they should be willing to give 
virtue in exchange. This going out into the world and 
seeking promiscuous connexion Is accompanied by a risk in 
which the health, life, and usefiihiess of the individual are 
staked ; but the worst of all is, their misfortunes or iniquities 
do not stop with themselves, but are afterwards visited-upon 
the wife and oflfepring. ^ , 

Before closing my remarks upon this miportant subject 
and its treatment, I desire to refer to two other conditions- 
one physical, and the other mental, and both difficult to 

overcome. 

The first is a discharge firom the urethra while at stool, 
especially when the feeces are hard and dry ; this discharge 
is called seminal, and often excites veryj?reat alarm in th6 
patient, and makes him almost frantic. The fact is, this dis- 
charge is not seminal, or only slighUy so, but is a secretion 
fix>m the vesiculse seminales; and when this discharge 
amounts to much, it is the result of over excitement in the 
parts, or the consequence of urethritis, and connected with 
epididymitis, and is, pathologically speaking, a catarrh or 
land of gleet or leucorrhoea. When this discharge is copious, 
there are present the ordinary symptoms of nervous pros- 
tration both in mind and body. 

The prognosis on the whole is favorable. 

The treatment consists in attention to the bowels, keep- 
ing them in an easy condition. Good food, phosphoric 
acid, and strychn. iron, and ergotine internally, and cold 
water injections into the rectum and bladder. The water 
should remain in the rectum, and not excite action of the 
organ. 
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The second conditioD, or mental^ to which I call your 
attention is a species of monomania. The patient labors 
under the conviction that he is impotent; tnat he is no 
man ; that he is disqualified for marital relations ; that he 
can never procreate, etc., etc., and he broods over this 
idea, and cannot be reasoned out of it, and exhibits his 
unsoundness of mind by his &lse reasoning — it is a gtnilO' 
mania. If under an engagement to marry, as the time 
draves near, he will become much excited and wretched. 
He oflen will say to you he is sure of his impotency, 
for he^ has made the experiment with some woman of 
the town and has failed ; the erection subsided, and he 
retired in disgust and aespair. What are you to do 
with such cases ? Can you, by argument, lead them to cor- 
rect views ? Generally you cannot, and tliey bring for- 
ward their eaoperimentum crucia^ which with them is conclu- 
sive. Some persons cannot pass water if they ihinh some 
one is looking at them. You may take the ground boldly 
that they are not impotent; their experimentum cruda 
proves onl^ that, while their mind was watching the action 
of the penis, they were not in a condition for successful 
copulation. I can say, as the result of experience, I have 
yet to see the first case of impotence among that class of per- 
sons. If engaged and prepared to marry, I recommend the 
consun^mation of the act ; the sooner the better ; and when 
they retire to their nuptial bed, to hs «t«reand keep on their 
own side of it. This part of my advice they never follow 
long ; they soon become sane in mind ; ana oflen, in the 
course of nine months or so, they prove themselves sound 
in body as well as in mind. 
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Thb a^'oining figure gives an accurate representation of a 
small instrument recently constructed at my request by 




Messrs. Tiemann & Co., the object of which is to enable 
the sorgeon to pass curved needles with facility through 
parts that either offer unusual resistance, or are so situated 
as not to be within convenient reach of tne fingers. In cer- 
tain plastic operations upon the eyelids and other parts of 
ihe face, a curved needle presents a decided advantage over 
a straight one ; the only objection to its employment being 
that it is liable to rotate and change its direction while 
being introduced. This difficulty will be found to be obvi- 
ated, I believe, by the instrument figured in the plate, 
which affords a means of grasping the needle with consi- 
derable firmness and force. As will be observed, it bears 
some resemblance to the spring-catch artery forceps, and 
it is used in a similar manner. The double lever power by 
which the blades are closed affords a marked mechanical 
advantasfe, and rotation of the needle is stiU fiirther pre- 
vented by the construction of the jaws, which are like 
those of Dr. Simms's needle-holder. . 

When in use, the spring-catch closes the forceps, and the 
needle is securely held * after the passage of the latter 
through the tissues, the rorceps may be immediately disen- 
gaged by (Ught pressure on uie fore part of the catch (as 
suggested by Dr. Henry J. Bigelow, of Boston), and if 
deaunble, they may be again employed to draw the needle 
completely tlmugh the wound. IXuing the paat year I I 



have had repeated opportunities of putting this little instru- 
ment to the test, and I am now satisfied that it will satis- 
factorily answer the purpose for which it was designed. 



THE INFANTILE RESPIRATION IN HEALTH. 
By J. LEWIS SMITH, H.D., 

rarSICIAN TO TlIS OBPBAVS* HOMB AMD ASnXU, 

It is well known to physicians that it is much more diffi- 
cult to determine the exact nature and extent of thoracic 
diseases, especially in their first stages, in infancy, Uian at 
any otlier period of life. While in the adult the presence 
and limits of these affections can ordinarily be ascertained 
from the observation of a few facts, in the infant a care- 
ful, and in many cases a repeated, examination of all the 
signs and symptoms is requisite, in order to make a pre- 
cise diagnosis. Of the symptoms which aid us in the inves- 
tigation of this class of diseases in early life, the respiration 
is, no doubt, the most important. Therefore the following 
observations, which tend to give a more accurate idea of 
this function in the healthy infant^ are believed to be usefiil, 
since we must fully understand the character of the re- 
spiration in health in order to appreciate the. changes 
which it undergoes in disease. The investigation of the 
normal infantile respiration is beset with a difficulty which 
few would suspect who have not given special attention 
to the subject, and that is, the irregularity of the respirtr 
tory movements at this period oF life. This feature is 
especially noticeable nnder the age of six months, and it is 
the more marked the younger the infant When tlie in- 
fant is asleep the breathing is more regular than when it 
is awake ; still, even in sleep, there is usually more or less 
irregularity. If the respiration in the first months c^ life is 
closely observed, the infant is seen to sigh and yawn often ; 
it bi*eathes pretty regularly and uniformly for a moment, 
and then without apparent cause the respiration is intermit- 
tent It holds its breath when it smiles or moves its head, 
or sometimes even when it moves its limbs. It is very 
subject to hiccup. This is much more common the first 
weeks after birtn than at any other age. So much is the 
breathin&p of the infant disturbed by these causes, that, ex- 
cept ii\ sleep, the number of respirations ordinarily varies 
in different minutes. Particularly is this true during the 
first half year of life ; so that, in order to ascertain tiie fre- 
qnency of the respiration with any degree of accuracy, it 
is necessary to take the average of several observations. 
It has been our aim to make the following statistics as 
reliable as possible, and they relate entirely to the first 
year of life : — 

At birth, while the function of the heart has for months 
been regulai ly performed, the lungs are still quiescent The 
one organ has been active during the greater part of its 
growth ; the other has been silenSy developed, and is yet 
untried. Hereafler, in the new order of things, so inti- 
mate is the relation between the heart and lungs, that the 
proper performance of the function of one is essential to 
that of the other. Therefore, the commencement of respi- 
ration and the return of the circulation, which is modified 
and temf>oraiily arrested at birth, are nearly simultaneous. 
Sometimes the tirst respiratory act precedes a little the 
reappearance of the pulse, attempts *to in^ire commencing 
even before delivery is completed, and ordinarily respira- 
tion begins before the dose of the first minute, the excep- 
tion being after tedious or unnatural confinements, or in 
feeble infants. As the air celh at birth are dosed, the 
establishment of the respiratory process is difficult The 
air at first penetrates but a few pulmonary cells, and gra- 
dually more and more become inflated through the strong 
cries, which providentially occur, till aft^r a variable time 
the respiration becomes easy and regular. If the cries are 
feeble, and espedally if with this fedbieness there be consi- 
derable congestion of the brain, the result of tedious con- 
finement, the full establishment of the re^iration^ ia in a 
corresponding degree gradual and slow. 
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From the fact that the respiratory function is imperfectly 
performed in the new-bom infant, the movements of the 
chest are remarkable. While the infra-clavicular region 
becomes elevated during inspiration, the infra-mammary 
16 depressed. This feature of the respiratory movements, 
which in older children is a symptom of some grave dis- 
ease, as croup, bronchitis, or pneumonia, is always present 
in the new-born, and it continues till the lungs become 
more fblly inflated. The numbers in the following tables 
indicate we frequency of the respiration per minute : — 
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It is seen from the first of the above tables that the num- 
ber of respirations per minute in the first half hour after 
birth is very different in different cases. This is due partly 
to the fact that the respiratory function is sooner fully 
established in one infant tJian in another. In other words, 
the interruptions and irregularities of respiration are much 
more fi-equent in one than m another during the first half 
hour of life. The difference m the above cases was also 
partly due to the fact that some of the infants were crying, 
while others were quiet, nnce crying reduces, for the time, 
tlie number of respirations. Tet there is no period in life 



when the respiration, during the act of crying, is so fre- 
quent as in early infancy. 

The statistics given above for the first weelc^ show an 
exception to the physiological law, that the functional acti- 
vity of organs is reduced by sleep, since the average num- 
ber of respirations per minute is seen to have been the 
same in infants of this age when asleep as when awake. 
In a former paper prepared by us, the same fact was ob- 
served, vTith a slight variation in reference to the pulse. 
After the age of one week, the respiration during sleep is 
more and more reduced the older the child. There is 
greater comparative reduction than there is of the pulse. 
The statistics in this paper, and those already published by 
us in reference to the pulse, show that there is a wider 
proportionate rang^, as regaids the frequency of the respi- 
ration, than there is of the pulse, in all the periods of tne 
year to which our observations relate. 
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It is seen that the ratio of the respiration to the pnlse is 
greater in the first year of life than it is in the adult. The 
frequency of the normal respiration in the infant^ as shown 
by the above statistics, will probably surprise most readers. 
In infiammation of the respuratory organs it often does not 
much exceed the average ^ven in some of the periods. 
The reason why the respiration in these inflammatory 
affections seems so much more frequent than in health, is 

Erobably because its altered rhythm arrests attention forci- 
ly, while the quiet and easy breathing of the healthy 
infant is scarcely observed. 



TWO OASES OF 

EXTIRPATION OF POLYPI IN THE LARYNX. 

(mth Wood-cut Illustrations,) 

By FRIEDRICH SEMELEDER, M.D., 

or TXXKITA. 

rrraaslated from the YlemiaMedizioal Halle, h; BDWik. T. Caswzll, UJ)^ 

ofPiovideDee,B.I.] 

{ConcUtded frcm page 870.) 
On the Ist of November, 1863, I undertook the opera* 
tion, after having forewarned the lady that she must have 
a large stock of patience, and must expect to undergo a 
second operation. The operation itselr was undertaken 
after the same preliminaries as I have described in con- 
nexion with the first case, viz. the local application of 
morphia and diloroform, the fixation of the patient's head 
by a trustworthy assistant, and of the tongue by the .pa- 
tient's own fingers, Wintrich's globe apparatus on a 
petroleum lamp, the operating spectacles above mentioned, 
and the laryngeal mirror held loosely in the left hand. The 
efforts to produce ansssthesia were made at very «hort in- 
tervals for the space of two hours, but with very imperfect 
success ; the epiglottis forceps could not be tolerated. 

I removed, by means of the polyp forceps (see Fig. 3), 
properly adjusted, the formations Nos. 2 and 3, ».«. the one 
seated at the anterior angle of the glottis, and the one up- 
on the right arytenoid cartilage, leaving of the former only 
a very small stump ; accomplishing it^ to be sure, only after 
frequent attempts. The greater part of the polyp No. 2 
was removed by a single fortunate seizure; the wedge- 
shaped growth was about li centimetres in length, and 
was first separated from its attachment, as the forceps 
which had seized it had reached the edge of the epiglotdi* 
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OdIj a small portion of the poljp No. 3 was drawn out ; 
the rest feli down into the 
trachea and wafi lost. The 
bleeding and the pain were 
Tery Plight ; and there was 
Ecarcel; any reaction. When 
the patient visited me on the 
third day after the operaljon, 
the mirror preBented t« me 
the appearance of Fig. 11. . . . 
_ J, "With the closed giottiB, as in 

the attempt to utter souads. 

12™ J 

seemed 

patient was very much amazed 
' that there was etill no improve- 
^ ment in her voice, but I, for my 
' part, could not be much sur- 

The microscopic examination 

of the portions removed, made 

by Dr. Schott,' showed again 

newly developed areolar tissue, 

with large loops of vessels and epithelium. 

On the 15th of November, 1863, 1 applied myself to the 
removal of the largest polyp No. 1, with the same prepa- 
rations as before. I now knew that its consistency was 
quite compact, and was therefore convinced that the opera- 
tion this time would prove vsiy difficult ; for it seemed 
probable beforehand that I should not be able to aeize the 
polyp with the forceps on account of its remarkable size 
and rounded form. I determined, however, tc make the 
attempt, and, if m^ suspicious proved correct, to divide the 
tumor with a knife and findly remove it in fragments 
with the forceps. This soon become necessary. While 
the. tumor, by a continued effort on the part of the patient 
to utter sound, was held firmly in the position shown in Fig. 
12, I succeeded, after one or two attempts, in making, 
with Ihe aid of the mirror, the two cuts represented in 
Pig. II, using Leiter's knife (Fig. 8), after having inserted 
a lancet blade. Tbe edges of the cut bled but little, and 
th^ did not gape at atL 

r then applied the forceps, and removed, piecemeal, the 
greater part of this polyp. On the larger of the removed 
pieces,-ttie smooth surface of the cut could be distinctly 
Been. The bleeding was slight; altogether a couple oftea- 
spoonliits might have been raised, little by little, mingled 
■ vrith mucua. The operation proved very wearisome for all 
of us, having lasted, inclusive of the attempts to produce 
aotesthesia, almost four hours. Stili the reaction was 
limited to a slight pain in the larynx, which lasted about 
shree daya. The microscopic examination showed the 

tame results as before 

When I next exammed the patient, I found the i^pear- 
ance represented in Fig. 13. 
Of the large polyp there was 
only a remnant of about tbe 
breadth of Ihe vocal chord, 
with a projecting lobe on the 
posterior portioa On the an- 
terior angle of the glottis, a 
small nooule had been repro- 
'duoed. To the astonishment 
of both myself and the pa- 
tient, the voice unfortanately 
.was not in the slightest degree improved. I now began 
to fear that the stump of the large polyp might have 
been so attached to the left vocal chort^ or grown out 
of it in such a manner, that the removal of the remnant 
without injury to the vocal chord would be quii« im- 

a possible. 3o I contented myself with blowing into the 
iHynx most assiduously pulverised alum, hoping to pro- 
ce shrinking of the remnant of the polyp. But it was 
' ia vain ; the voice was not restoreiL In laughing 
as well as in quick inspiration, a short dull tone could 
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be elicited, but that was all. Oooasionally in speaking 
the sound was somewhat rougher, but the change was 
only very transient, I now sought lo destroy the stump 
of the polyp by canleiusljon, and twice applied nitrate ot 
silver m substance ; eschan were formed on tbe ^mts 
touched but the voice did not come back. For me it was 
a painful moment ; the patient must be encouraged to hope 
on, and I, for one, had nearly given up all hope. In the 
meantime on the 31st of December, 1363, and on the 2d 
of Jonuar;^ 1864, 1 removed from the anterior angle of the 
glottis the lobe on the posterior extremity of the stump ot 
the targe polyp, and also the small growth which bad 
recently sprouted. Both of these operations wereconducted 
without assistance, and without any pretiminaiT prepara- 
tion. Tbe lobe was as large as a small pea. I could not 
say why the voice did not yet return. 

Meanwhile it occurred to me that when the patient had 
been left to herself for a couple of days, the interior of the 
larynx, especially the right vocal chord, was found some- 
what pallid, and also Uiat the sound of the voica was 
somewhat better. Hence I supposed that the larynx, in 
consequence of the perpetual blowing in of powder, the 
cauten cations, and the instrumental applications, most have 
been kept in a continual state of irritation, which of itaelf 
would at last affect injuriously the formation of Ihe voice, 
I determined, therefore, to try non-interierence with the 
larynx for a period of eight da^s, with the firm reso- 
lution at the end of that time, if no improvement bad 
taken place, to resort to a combined operation with the 
knife and forceps. It was evident that this operation 
would now be much more difficult, as the stump was very 
narrow and flat, and hence that the line of my incision 
must be kept close to that of the ventricular chord, while 
at the same time I must avoid injuring it; and vet if 
I should succeed In all this, and still find the polyp firmly 
attached to the vocal chord, all my labor woald be in vun, 
and the voice would be lost for ever. Although as an ope- 



r I had every ground to be satisfied with my cxperi- 
; thus far, yet, in the opinion of my patient and of the 



would be objects of reproach if 
the voice was not restored. The last trump was, therefore, 
to be carefully played. 

I therefore recommended my patient, who coincided 
with all my suggestions, to visit me agtun after the lapse 
of a few days, when we would come to a final condutdoa. 
Now, I might as well confeM that I was most agreeably 
suiprised at the next visit, after an interval of several days, 
to hear my pntient address me in a voice somewhat hollow 
and not metallic, hut yet quite good and clear. The lady 
told me that for a year and a half ^he had not spoken so 
well as within the last two or three days, but that she was 
easily tired, and then her voice again became hoane. An 
examination showed me that in consequence of the nume- 
rous and repeated appKcaCiona, a superficial ulcer had been 
developed on the surface of the stump, from which I hope 
for a still fiirther diminution of the remnant of the polyp- 
If the voice should not improve, and the patient should 
not be satisfied with its present condition, Z shall be in- 
dined to operate once more. 

I think that this second case is as remarkable in its sur- 

flcal as the first case was in its physiolo^cal relations. 
be "patience and perseverance <^ the Germans, so 
wondered at by the French, and the Qerman " cold-blood- 
edness" which astonishes them so much, have again won a 
triumph. 

Czermak, to whom we owe all our progress in this de- 
partment of surgery, can look back upon the last six yean 
with contentment and pride. His name is for ever united 
with the history of laryngoscopy, and I am proud to 
have been his earliest stuJent. To him I dedicate these . 
_ lines with gratefiil affection and friendly r«r»rd. 

(In the same spirit the translator woidd dedicate this 
English version to bis faitbfiil and esteemed friend and 
instructor, Dr. Semeleder.) 
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UoRGAic Enort, tet 20, farmer, bom in New York, en- 
liaied September, 1861, in compaoy " C," 9ih New York 
Cavaliy, a he&lihj maju August, 1862, had t^hoid fever, 
but recovered perfecUy. On ihe Mventh of Julj, 1863, be 
wu wounded «t Williunsport. The ball paeeed though the 
nwk from ride to vde, post«Hor to the vertebrie, eotering 
the left sida one-half inch below the level of the wiele d" 
the jaw, and two inches from tiie posterior middle line of 
tbe neck and emeipng on the right nde at one-fourth of 
an inch lower down, and two and a half inches Irom the 
Mme middle bne. No bone has been dischaived Irom Ihe 
wound, nor is there an; evidence of injury of the spinous 
proGeeaes of the vertebne. 

B(fftet of wound, — He fell fVom his horse, striking upon 
bis right shoulder, and bruising it slightlv. He was speech- 
less for fifteen minutes, and could neither stand nor move 
either arm. He acquired partial use of his left arm and of 
his legs in three or four days, and in a week could walk ; 
his ripht ann improved very little. Sepfemier 21, 1863 — 
Prennt CitndtUcn. — Willi the esoeption of aligbt numbness 
of the left band, hie right arm is his only trouble. He hu 
nojwner to move tbe right shoulder and elbow joints; the 
wrut and fingers he can move slightly. He has a burm'ng 
pwn b tbe fingers, most marked when the band is coItL 
Sensation of touch is generally good. The circulation in 
both hands is bad — the right is colder than the left — the 
right biceps and pectoralis major are hypernstbetio. 

Oalvanie ?M. — Electro-muscular contractility and elec- 
tro-muscular sensibility, slightly diminished in all tbe mus- 
cles of the right arm. Tlie shoulder-joint is susceptible of 
passive movement, and seems not to have been injured per- 
manently by the fall ; the shoulder rauscles are not wasted. 
It seems that for some days afler the woucd his skin wss 
bypensathetic from tbe level of the wound down to tbe 
waist, BO that a fly on the skin gave pain, although deep 

Sressure did not. The muscular bypenesthesia is of later 
ate. 
lytahnenL — Douche to arms; passive motion and elec- 
tridty to right arm and shoulder. Three weeks later the 
electro-muscular contractility of the shoulder muscles was 
as good as on the other side. In the triceps the electro- 
mnscnlar properties were lessened; in the forearm and 
band both were as usual Continued to farsdixe daily. Tbe 
faradization was used up to November 1st, when he was 
furloughed. At this tjme the electro-muscular contractility 
and sensibility of the muscles were as good on the right 
side as on tne left. He has recovered all the motions 
of the elbow, wrist, shoulder, and hand, but all are more 
feeUe than those of the left arm, which is still a little numb, 
altbong^ &Lr less so than when admitte<L 

The baming pain which at first annoyed him is rarely 
felt, aod hypersstheda ef tbe mnadee is nearly gone, (hi 
his return from furlough he was still better, ana within a 
month was returned to dnty. The fiJl upon the shoulder wss 
incompetent to cause all of the nmptoms here described, 
and nnce, in other oases where tnis element of doubt was 
absent, we have seen paralysis caused by commotion, 
therefore we see little reason to hesitate in asuguing it as 
the producing cause of the paralysis in tbe present case : 
moreover, there was no paralysis of cerelwal nerves, and 
the Ipss of power lajt chiefiy in the range of tfaqse nerves 
over wboM spinal origin the ball passed. 



« of injuries of the brachial plexus 

id, it was quite impossible that the 

; tissue could have been directly injured by the ball, 

n some of these "t IpmI thn rBMilt«n(. hhhiIviuii tniiia 



have been due to brie 
the movement of the 
through the tearitig o 
shall return to this si 
essary here to descri 
ite tnem from thos 



possibly be mistaken , « - ^ ^ ^ 

observer. Men who are forced to use crutches, and to 
tjear heavily upon tbem, are sony*'""™ "fl«^«il with nnmh. 
ness of one or both hands, an< 
in these members. This result 
aziUary nerves. It is most apt 
sons and those of large frame, 
early in the case, ss it may do, 
bnted to reflected irritation. 1 
laying aside the crutches, or by 
a handle by which to support 
the hands. When the cure is d 

aSbrds prompt reUef. We have kbu uim iu wi piuuHuuiiy 
the stale of shock fiom gunshot injuries is a State of gene- 
ral paralysis. We have also seen that in the great mass of 
cases it is temporary. We have now to show that in rare 
instances the paraly^s continues as a more or less perma- 
nent evil, after the general depreieion has passed away. 
When, therefore, a woimd occurs, and the patient^ surviv- 
ing the first effect, is found to have paralysis of a distant 
limb or limbs, it is impossible to deny to such cases the 
title of reflex paralysis. All of the foUowing instances 
seem to us to have tiilGlled eveiy condition, wnich would 
entitle them to l>e so conudered. 

CASE L — Bau. wociid or uoHt sn>i or tbi heck, pboba- 
BLT iNvoLviHO Ko IMPORT AHT KKBvE niiii(7n.r j rRAOTcam 
of BTOin bosk; wounb or tbroat. Esplbx pabalteib 

or LUT AUt ; PROBABLE RirLEX PARAJ.TBIS OF RIOBT ARM ; 
EARLT RECOVERT OF LETT ARM ; PARTIAI. AKD REHOTR Bt- 
COVIRT or RIOBT ABM. 

Captaix R. N. Stehblb, U.S K., nt. 49. While com- 
manding the ram Gindnnad, Hay 10, 1862, the ship was 
attacked by two rebel rams. Captain 6. was ummg a 

Eislol when a baU entered his right neck, broke the hyoid 
one, and, traversing the neck, emergea three and a half 
inches &om the middle line, above ana to the right of the 
superior angle of the scapula^ through the edge of the tra- 
pezius muscle. He fell half-conscious and confiised, but 
soon reviving, fdt that both arms were paralysed. His firit 
impression was that he was shot through both arms. He 
was carried below in great pain, and spitting blood freely. 
The pain in the arms was made worse bv movement nnil 
by passive motion. Pressur 
and shoulder only, and in th 
never entirely absent from ei 
His medical attendant, Dr. 
took charge of his case on t 
as follows: "When firat Be< 
was discharging mucus and 
was hoarse ; deglutition, wt 
third day, was still difficult i 

severe paiD in the supra-hyoiucsu giuu^i ui uiiawies anu in 
the pharynx. His left arm was still slightly paralysed, 
having rapidly improved. On the right side the deltoid, 
biceps, triceps, and brachialis anticus were completely pa- 
ralyscd, and up to the date of this account, Jnlj^ 9, 1862, 
have improved very litUe. The musdes of the right fore- 
arm are nearly as much paralysed as those of the arm, and 
the sensibility of the right arm has become painfully acute. 
Captain S. seems also to have lost to a great degree the use 
of most of the shoulder muadee on the right side." Tbe 
1^ arm was nearly weU in four weeks, tbe sensiUIity and 
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moTements of both improving equally, so that now, July 
18, 1863, he has no loss of function in the member, except 
slight want of tactile sensation in the ultimate distribution 
of the ulnar nerre. The rieht arm was but little better at 
this date, but the fore-arm had acquired CTenr movement 
except supination, which seemed to be limited about one- 
half, not by paralysis, but by contraction of the opponent 
group of pronating muscles. At this period sensation was 
entire in the right limb, but there was soreness on pressure 
in all the anterior arm muscles, and neuralgia in the arm 
and fore-arm. The nutrition of both arms was good, but 
the right was the smaller, measurinc: at the biceps 9f 
inches, while the left measured lOf inches. 

During the slow progress of his case, Captain Stemble 
lost several small pieces of the hyoid bone, and although 
hoarse for many months, has recovered his voice, without 
serious change in its tone or power. His convalescence, 
interrupted by many accidents, and by an attack of pneu- 
monia, continued up to the summer of 1863, and was 
largely due to the skill and care of his able medical atten- 
dant. Dr. Judkins. When placed under treatment, in 
Philadelphia, by Dr. Mitchell, July 18, 1863, Captain S. 
was still sufienng from constant pain in the right arm. 
The left was well, except as to the trifling loss of sensation 
mentioned above. The right fore-arm, though weak, pos- 
sessed every movement except supination, as did also the 
hand, but the arm hun^ at the side useless, because there 
was scarcely any abductmg power and very little flexion at 
the elbow, both the biceps and long supinator being greatly 
enfeebled, and the former muscle, as well as the brachialis 
anticus, almost entirely atrophied and lost to view. Ex- 
cepting the trapezius and rhomboid muscles, all the shoul- 
der group was nearly useless and partially wasted. From 
July 18 to September 9 he was faradized ; at first every 
day, and then every third day, active and passive move- 
ments, which had already been employed, being of course 
continued. The result was a steady gain, ending in a cure 
as complete as could be hoped for in a case so severe. He 
regained every lost motion, and could raise his hand to his 
chm and abduct the arm about fifty degrees. The prona- 
tors alone remained intractable, despite every eflbrt but as 
the supinators- and biceps developed themselves largely, 
even pronation gained somewhat, though not to such an 
extent as the other movements. The pain and hyperses- 
thesia diminished, but the former still exists. It is believed 
that a second course of similar treatment, about to be in- 
stituted, will further amend this case, in which aJl other 
means had utterly failed. 

Dr. Judkins is of opinion tliot the entire paralysis was 
due to reflected irritation. We incline to this belief for 
anatomical reasons, but even though we admit that the 
paralysis of the right arm may have been caused by com- 
motion of the brachial plexus, it is impossible to suppose 
that the loss of power in the left member could have been 
similarly produced. The only permanent lesion on that 
side was the loss of feeling on the ulnar side of the palm 
and fourth finger. With this exception, it«re^ned its 
normal functions within three or four weeks. Whatever 
may have been the cause of injury to the right arm, it ap- 
pears to have involved more or less nearly aU the strands 
of the plexus, which is unusual in cases oflraumatic injury 
ft-om a ball Its results were also more lasting tlian in the 
other arm. A year and two months after the accident the' 
right arm was a useless member. Faradization of the 
muscles affected restored their power very rapidly, so that 
the patient regained every movement of the limb, which is 
still improving; electricity having been temporarily laid 
aside in September, 1863. 

(7b be CofUlnusd,) 



The annual meeting of the District Medical Society of 
Hunterdon Co., N. J., was held at Fleming ton on Tuesday, 
M*y 10, Dr. Matthias Abott, President, in the chair. 
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FUNGUS CEREBRI — ^ABSCESS OP BRAIK. , 
{ComUmu^ from page STS.) 

Dr. Hamilton exhibited a specimen of fungus cerebri 
which was associated with abscess of the brain« The 
patient from whom it was removed received an injury of the 
^kull on the 23d of Dec., and a few hours afterwards was 
admitted to Bcllevue Hospital. A compound fi-acture of 
the right parietal bone was discovered, with a good deal (^ 
comminution. Though the fragments of bone were slightly 
compressed, still there were no signs of compression, save 
a partial paralysis of the lefl arm ; there was no dilalatioa 
of^the pupil. The depressed portions were elevated by 
means of tne trephine and elevator. On examination of the 
exposed dura mater by the finger, no lesion of that mem- 
brane was discovered. The wound was simply closed 
by the ^plication of a bandage, the cold water dressing 
only being used. From this moment the partial paralysis 
of the left arm began to disappear. On the eignth day 
after the injury, the patient was walking about the ward, 
the paralysis of the arm being then scarcely noticeable. 
This condition continued until the sixteenth day, when 
there was complete hemiplegia, and a diq>o8ition to sleep. 
A small hernia cerebri was wen for the first time noticed, 
much to the surprise of Dr. Hamilton, who did not sup- 
pose that tibe dura mater had been lacerated. The mass 
was from a half to three-fourths of an inch in diameter at 
its summit, and had emerged through an opening in the 
membrane about one-fourth of an inch in diameter. It 
had a dark look, and appeared as if it contained coagulated 
blood. Dr. Hamilton directed an application of Lme- 
water^ cold to the head^ warmth to the extremities, and 
low diet On the followmg morning (the seventeenth day) 
the tumor had increased in size, the hemiplegia continued, 
and the patient was conscious, stating that there was no 
pain of any consequence in the head. On the evening of 
the 3d instant there was a gush of cerebral matter to the 
extent of two or three ounces, and death immediately 
ensued. During this period the hernia cerebri had attained 
the diameter of an inch and a half in its summit. 

Dr. Hamilton remarked that the first day that he 
noticed the fungus he suspected the existence of a cerebral 
abscess, and for the purpose of confirming the suspicion, he 
introduced a probe into the mass to the depth of about 
two inches and a half ; still no matter escaped on its with- 
drawal. 

The autopsy was performed by the house surgeon. Lay- 
ers of lymph were deposited upon the surface of the dura 
mater. On laying open the brain, the track of the probe 
was discovered leading into an abscess of the lateral ventri- 
cle, the roof of which cavity was seen to be destroyed. 
The abscess contained about an ounce of pus, and was not 
walled in by any cystic membrane. 

In conclusion. Dr. Hamilton remarked as follows : — 

I have lon^ had a conviction that most of the cases of 
hernia cerebri are caused by the formation of abscesses in 
the brain, and this conviction is founded partly on the fact 
that they occur ordinarily about the period at which sup- 
puration is apt to take place. In the case just related, this 
was on the sixteenth day. I have seen but one case of 
fungus cerebri that recovered, and that was of a man who 
was struck on the side of the head, and whom I saw soon 
alter the injury. The skull was extensively broken, so that 
I was obliged to elevate and remove several fragments of 
bone. The dura mater was wounded, and sone of the 
brain matter was escaping. On the eighth day hernia cere- 
bri commenced, and soon increased in extent^ so as to mea- 
sure three inches in diameter across its summit Some 
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time after, when I was examining the mass one day, and 
pressing my probe around its base in order to discover the 
whereabouts of the pedicle, a sudden gush of matter to the 
amount of a tablespoonful took place. From that time the 
man began to improve, and the paralysis which had pre- 
viously existed commenced gradually to abate. I saw nim 
three years after ; some hemiplegia still existed, but in other 
req)ect8 the patient was doing well. There is another rea- 
son why I have this impression that fungus cerebri is ordi- 
narily the result of the formation of an abscess — and that is, 
that there is no other way to account for it It is not due 
n)ecially to wounds of the dura mater ; they occur every 
cby, but it is only now and then that hernia cerebri takes 
place. If I am right that abscess is the general cause of 
the fungus, it only goes to show how inefficient must be 
the dinerent forms of treatment proposed for its cure, 
especially that by pressure. I believe, when abscesses 
do exist) that they are Uie cause of death, and not the fun- 
gus cerebri 

Dr. Satre thought that it would be a good plan to eva- 
cuate the matter, and in that connexion related a case of 
the sort following compound fracture of the skull, where 
the abscess was punctured by Dr. Buck ; the matter kept 
discharging by means of a piece of sheet lead, which was 
perforated on its centre, and accurately appl^d over the 
softened mass. 

riBBO-RIOURRSNT TUMOR OF JAW. 

Dr. Sands presented a tumor, on behalf of Dr. Parker, 
which was removed from the maxilla of a Massachusetts 
ftffmer, and gave the following history of the case : — The 
patient was 33 years old, of healthy parentage, excepting 
that his mother had suffered for twelve years before deam 
from ulceration of the face, whiA was described as being 
cancerous in character j but it wa» also stated that the 
mother, nevertheless, did not die of the disease. The first 
thing observed by the patient was about eighteen months 
ago, and consisted of a swelling on the right side of the 
roof of the mouth, which he describes to have been about 
as lar^ as a walnut. This he showed ^ a physician, who, 
thinkmg it an abscess, incised it, but nothing escaped but 
blood. The tumor began to increase, and the teeth at that 
side of the jaw became loosened, and came out About 
six months ago he presented himself to Dr. Parker, and 
was then carrying in his pocket one or two of his teeth, 
together with a portion of the alveolar process, an inch long 
and a quarter otan inch thick. There was then evident 
swelling from the interior of the mouth, but not enough to 
interfere with his speech or resniration. Though the nos- 
tril of the affected side was nearly closed, still there was no 
deformity visible from the outside. 

The patient was advised to go home and wait for future 
developments. He returned about four weeks ago, and his 
appearance differed very much from what it was when last 
seen. The tumor had decidedly increased in size, extend- 
ing over to the left side, while at the same time it projected 
downwards an inch and a half below the arch d the palate. 
The mucous membrane seemed to have been pushed over 
to the left side. There was also such an amount of swell- 
ing of the face as to cause conspicuous deformity— the right 
nostril being completely stopped ; the eye was unaffected. 
His general health was exceedingly robust, and there were 
no lymphatic enlargements discoverable. The removal 
of the tumor was accomplished without trouble, a flap 
being formed by two incisions, one from the inner angle 
of the eye to the median line of the lip, the other from the 
commissure of the lip upwards and outwards to the malar 
bone. The flap havmg been reflected off, and one incisor 
tooth drawn, the mass was easily separated. The whole 
cavity of the antrum was involved, except at its upper 
portion. The wound in the integument united throughout 
Its whole extent by first intention, and the patient, on the 
fifth day after the operation, was able to go down town 
and transact some business. 

The tumor is invested inferioriy by mucous membrane, 



is of a rosy hue, elastic, and cuts with some degree of 
firmness. It is composed, microscopically, 1. Of fibres of 
connective tissue, which are not very fuuy formed ; and, 
2. Of nuclei, which are nearly of uniform size, and the 
3000th of an inch in their longest measurement 

These nuclei were generally oval in shape, while some 
were of globular form, and contained one or two nucleolL 

Besides these microscopic characters, stampine the tumor 
as of the fibro-nudeated variety. Dr. Sands had met with 
cells which he had never seen before. They were ^J.^ 

of an inch in diameter, and appeared at first to contain 
serum, but in the centre of each was the appearance cha- 
racteristic of the crystallization of margaline. and this dis- 
appeared totally on the addition of etl^r. In conclusion, 
be stated that he had lately assisted Dr. Parker in the 
removal of a recurrent tumor of the inferior maxilla, which 
had reappeared after the lapse of ten years, eighteen years 
after the first operation. 

Dr. Post presented a specimen of albuminous urine 
fi*om a woman in the eighth month of utero-^tation, 
who has marked pufiiness of the face and extremities. He 
had had no opportunity for examining it for casts, but in 
this connexion referred to a case of ^buminuria in preg- 
nancy, which he met with a year ago, and in which casts 
were actually found ; still the labor terminated without any 
complication, and the urine subsequently became normaL 

SPONTANEOUS PERIOSTmS OF DORSAL SURFACE OF FIKGER — 

PERIOSTITIS. 

Dr. Post presented a specimen of a finger which he 
had amputated for spontaneous inflammation of its dor- 
sum, resulting in destruction of the bone. He regarded 
the case as an interesting one in connexion with the seat 
of the inflammation, never having met with a similar one 
before. 

Dr. Satre thought that a great deal of good could be 
done under such circumstances, by the practice of exsec- 
tion, and referred to a case of des^ction of the last 
phalanx of the thumb, the result of a " felon," in which 
an operation of that sort was attended with a very satis- 
factory result 

In relation to Dr. Sands*s specimen. Dr. Post remarked 
that he had removed a similar tumor from the alveolar pro- 
cess of a colored woman, who several years afterwards 
had no recurrence. 



New Alkaloid from the Calabar Bean. — ^Messrs. 
Jobst and Hesse, of Stuttgart, have instituted a chemical 
examination of the Calabar bean. They found the active 
principle to be contained in the cotyledons only. It was 
obtained by treating the beans with alcohol, and then act- 
ing by means of ether on the residue left after evaporation 
of the alcoholic solution. The ethereal solution after 
evaporation left pure physosUgmine, Physostigmine is a 
brownish yellow mass, amorphous, and in the first instance 
separated in the form of oily drops. It is easily soluble in 
ammonia, caustic and carbonated soda, ether, benzole, and 
alcohol ; less soluble in cold water. From the etnereal solution 
it is entirely precipitated by animal charcoal. The watery 
solution has a faintly burning taste, a clearly alkaline re- 
action J it gives a copious kermes-colored precipitate with 
biniodide of potassium, and a precipitate ot hvdrated oxide 
in solution of chloride of iron; fused with hydrate of 
potash, it evolves fumes which have a strongly alkaline 
reaction. Acids dissolve it easily, and yield solutions of 
salts, which have mostly a dark red, more rarely a dark 
blue, color. The hydrochlorate of physostigmine fields 
precipitates, with tannin acid, reddbh white ; chlonde of 
platinum^ pale yellow; chloride of gold, bluish — a reduc- 
tion taking place; bichloride of mercury, reddish white. 
Twenty-one beans yielded only a little alkaloid. Two 
drops of a watery solution of uie alkaloid placed on the 
eye caused the pupil to contract after ten minutes to about 
one-twentieth of its original diameter. 
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HFNTS TO REFORM. 

DuBiNO the late session of the National Medical Conven- 
tion the inquiry was not imfirequently made by the older 
members — " How can we give more character to the Asso- 
ciation and render its meetings more interesting and pro- 
fitable ? " This is, indeed, a most important question, and 
one that every member who has the welfiire of the Associ- 
ation at heart should seriously consider. We have stated 
that the late meeting was a decided success, and 'such we 
muse regard it when considered as a pleasant national re- 
union of the profession. But when viewed &om a higher 
stand-point) and with a more critical regard to those ele- 
ments which are to render this body the controlling power 
in the profession, elevating its moral, sodal, and educational 
status, the Association failed to answer the just expecta- 
tions of its firiends. The precious hours of its general 
sessions were too much occupied with loose discussions oi 
unimportant subjects; while windy, pretentioiis orators, 
who always float to the sur&oe on such occasions, 
interrupted the progress of business by points of order, 
motions, and trivial questions. The sections failed of 
that degree of interest which they should elicit^ owing 
to the absence of well prepared pi^rs and searching dis- 
cussions by members eminent in the department of prac* 
tise to which such papers belong. But tiaese defects, and 
others that mi^t be noticed, are not inherent in the Asso- 
ciation, and may be corrected if the leading members will 
take a decided stand in favor of reform. We propose thus 
early to present this question to the profession, by offering 
some suggestions, in order to elicit a fuU and free discus* 
sion while the impressions made by the late meeting are 
still fresh in the minds of members. 

The Association has properly a twofold character ; it is 
both an ethical and a scientific body, and it is very 
important to maintain these features in fulU strength and 
harmony. But there is danger of its losing both, and gra- 
dually sinking into hopeless imbecility. It is essential to 
the integrity and good government of the profession that 
there be some great central organization to which it may 
refer all questions disturbing its relations or affecting its 
general welfare. It is not less important that we have a 
great central scientific body which shall be the patron of 
the medical sciences, and shall stand before the world as 
the representative of our national medical literature. To 
both of these positions the Association may attain if dis- 
creetly managed. 

To become the ethical or governing body of the profes- 
sion, one thing above all others is requisite, viz. that the 
Association command the respect of the profession. It 
cannot be the arbiter of medical opinion, nor the instructor 
in morals and professional amenities, without itself being 
above reproach. And as a corrupt body can never be purer 
and better than the individual members, the Association 
must) if it would place itself upon the highest ground, purge 
itself of those blighting excrescences which ding tojt as to 
their last and only hope of req>ectability. In other words, 
the Association must have a more sdect representation. 



At present medical societies exercise too little discretion in 
the selection of delegates ; the position is given to any one 
who volunteers to attend, uid sudi volunteer is generally 
the '' wind-bag" of the Society. The Assodation shoidd 
Iknit its representation to State, County, and well esta- 
blished, legally incorporated bodies, and exdude those 
ephemeral voluntary organizations which too often exist 
only to enable some objectionable person to gain a mem- 
bership. It would do well to establish a title of member- 
ship; and, placing a high qualification upon it, subject its list 
of permanent members to a searching revision. Names 
stand recorded on that roll which are no longer worthy of 
such assodations. If by such or any other means the repre- 
sentatives of the profession could be more select, embracing 
only the better dass, the meetings of the Association would 
be dignified, its discussions deliberate, and its decisions 
would command respect. 

Again, the Association should exerdse more care in the 
sdection of its presiding officer ; and this officer should 
have a longer term of service than one year. Howev^ 
greatly an audience may be annoyed by the vaporings and 
impertinences of a few shallow delegates, there is still some 
relief in the prompt action of an effident Chairman. But 
this annoyance becomes twofold more aggravating when 
it is aided by a stammering, doubting President, wholly 
ignorant of his duties. There are medical men who have a 
good knowledge of parliamentary rules, and such know- 
ledge should have due wc^ht in the selection of the Pre- 
sident. The term is, however, too short, and might advan- 
tageously be extended. A President has little or no oppor- 
tunity to signalize his administration. If he served two 
years there would be a stimulus to great effort to enlist 
the profession and to render the annual meetings profit- 
able. • 

To give the Association a higher sdentific character 
there must be elicited the very best talent of the profes- 
sion in the preparation of papers. The present method by 
voluntary committees will never succeed. Some valuable 
papers have, it is true, been produced ; but there is a want 
of stimulus to writers, which must be provided. Much 
might be done by a system of prizes offered by each sec- 
tion ; but as this plan would involve an expenditure of 
money, it would fail. A wiser course would be to give the 
officers of the sections a longer term of service, and create 
a rivalry among the sections. The chairmen of the sec- 
tions would begin early in the year to select papers for 
the ensuing session firom the most prominent members. 
Promises would be made, subjects would be given out and 
published, other members would be secured to discuss 
these papers in the section, and, long before the annual 
meeting, a general interest would be awakened through- 
out the profession to listen to these papers and discussions. 
It would not be difficult, we are persuaded, to have every 
moment of the time occupied with the reading of the be^ 
papers which the profession of this country can produce, 
and in the discussions thereon by the ablest members. 

There are many other hints to reform which suggest 
themselves as we pursue this subject, but which we for^ 
bear to allude to at present We desire to do little more 
at this time than call the attention of the friends of the 
Association to the necessity of adopting some radical mea- 
sures adapted to devate its character and strengthen its 
position in the profession. We invite discussion of theaa 
topics. 
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MUTINO OF THI NATIONAL QUARANTINS AND 8ANITART 

OONTINTION. 

At the meeting of the American Medical Aflsodation, 
steps were taken to secare a revival of this organization, 
which at one time promised to be one of our most import- 
ant national societies. The last meeting was held at Bos- 
ton, June 17, 1860, and adjourned to meet at St. Louis, 
Mo., we believe in 1861, but, owing to the war, like all 
other similar societies, failed to meet at the appointed 
time. The subject of sanitary science is in its infancy in 
this country, and its study should be fostered and encou- 
raged by every proper means. While in the older countries 
the fruits of a knowledge of hygiene are seen in cleaner 
and healthier cities, an improved condition of the poor, 
and a general elevation of the laboring classes, we are 
but learning the first principles, and have rarely put the 
simplest of them into practice. We need to be stimulated 
to greater efforts in our study of preventive medicine and 
in urging the application of sanitary regulations to Ameri- 
can communities. This great work can only be accom- 
plished through organization, and we trust that every 
friend of reform will encourage this effort to revive the 
Sanitary Association. The meeting is to be held In Phila- 
delphia in October. 

MIDIOAL nSPABTMBNT AND 8ANITABT OOMICISSION. 

There is a prevailing impression in the public mind that 
the Sanitary Commission is esaentiaDy antagonistic to the 
Medical Department, aiming rather to supplant than sup- 
plement its operations. This view is false, and prejudicial 
to the interests of this great voluntary organization. In 
another column will be found a letter from an agent of the 
Sanitary Commission, which sets forth clearly the nature 
of the labors of the Commission, the difficulties which 
often attend the work of the Medical Department, and the 
harmony which exists between the two. The Medical De- 
partment never worked more vigorously than at present ; 
its supplies are furnished in the greatest profusion, it sur- 
mounts the greatest obstacles with the most persistent 
energy, and still there is need of the additional aid fur- 
nished by voluntary societies to fuHy meet the extraordi- 
nary emergencies created by the series of sanguinary bat- 
tles through which we are now passing. 
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Lecturxs on Medical Education, or on thb Proper Me- 
thod or Studtino Medicine. By Samuel Chew, MD., 
Professor of the Principles and Practice of Medicine in 
the University of Maryland. Philadelphia: Lindsay & 
Blakiston. 1864. pp. 152. 

The subject of medical education, and the best means of 
elevating its present standard, has fVom time to time been 
discussed in tne columns of this journal, and indeed is en- 
gaging the attention of the profession throughout the 
country. Hence a manual on the subject, designed as a 
guide to the student in the prosecution of his studies, is 
well timed and likely to attract attention. 

The volume before us consists of five lectures, the first 
of which is merely introductory, with some general remarks 
on the power of industry, with examples, and discusses 
briefly the Question of special talents, etc. — ^Lecture U. 
treats of reading as a means of study ; points out many of 
the errprs in its use, as the improper selection of books. 



too much reading, etc. It discusses the general character 
of books, gives some directions for their proper selection 
and study. — Lecture III. continues the subject of reading, 
and gives some directions for reading to advanta^. It 
shows the ill effects of reading without thinking, in leading 
one to a servile submission to authority, and the conse- 
quent loss of fi*eedom of mind. It recommends the morn- 
ing as the best time for reading, when both body and 
mmd are refreshed by sleep, and tne brain most vigorous. 
It also discusses the importance of lectures as a help in the 
study of medicine, and of reading, notes, dissections, ex- 
aminations, etc., in connexion witn lectures. — ^Lecture lY. 
points out the importance of clinical experience, and urges 
the necessity of a hospital to every medical school. — ^Lec- 
ture V. is devoted principally to medical schools and the 
preliminary education of their pupil& 

We have thus given a brief summary of what the book 
contains ; and would merely add, that while it points out 
no eas^ method of becoming great, but on the contrary 
recognises the fact that excellence cannot be achieved 
without severe and constant effort, It gives some plain 
directions, which, if followed, will enable the student to 
make the best use of his time, and to so arrange his labors 
as to reap from them the most happy results, rle venture 
the assertion that no student will lay aside the work aiter 
a careful perusal, without feelinfi^ encouraged in the prose- 
cution of his studies, and thankful that a volume of Uie 
kind has been placed in his hands. 

It is with profound regret that we have been called upon 
to record the death of the author since his work was placed 
upon our^ table. He has left a valuable legacy to the rising 
generation of physicians. 

The Ear, its Diseases and their Treatment. Illustrated 
by Eneravings. By Franz Adolph Von Mo8chzi^:er, 
M.D., Oculist and Aurist ; Author of a Ghiide to Diseases 
of the Eye and their Treatment Philadelphia : Martin 
& RandalL Boston : Brewer & Tileston, 1864. Pp. 319. 

This little work consists of a brief description of the ana- 
tomy and physiology, together with the diseases of the ear 
and their treatment, to which are added extracts from the 

emphlets of Drs. Toynbee and Yearsley on the Artificiid 
embrana Tympani ; that of Dr. Casper Morris on Scarlet 
Fever ; also a copious glossary and a list of aural litera- 
ture extending from the 16th century to the present time. 
The work appears to be up to the present standard of aural 
therapeutics, and possesses the rar^ quality of brevity. We 
think, however, that its style is more adapted to the popu- 
lar reader than is desirable in any professional work, eepe- 
dally in its parenthetical explanations of such words, fm- 
nitusj otorrhaOj eeromen, eataplaamf etc. ; neither are we 
fond of such words as earshell. We must also beg leave to 
differ from the taste that makes use of the handsome face 
of the author for a frontispiece. However, de gusHbus^ etc. 
The volume is well got up, with a fair readable tjrpe, and 
contains in a small compass much that is found in more 
pretending works. 

Comspntoa 

SAOTTARY GpMMISSIOK AND MEDlCAL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. 

[To the Editor of the Axxbioav Mboicai. Tdos.] 

Sir — ^The following letter, which appeared in the Washing- 
ton Chromeie of to-day, deserves a wide circulation, and I 
send it to you, with tne request that it be inserted in the 

MXDIQAL TnCBF^ 

J. 0. 

OtWi<m U. 8. SAHiTAmT CommooN. 
WASHOfOTON, D. 0., Jnne S, 180< 

Sm — ^My attention has been called to the tone of exagge- 
ration in which some persons, both in public papers and in 
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private circles, speak of the work of the Sanitary Gommis- 
sioD, as if the Commission were doing everything and the 
Government nothing for the wounded soldiers. These 
statements do not emanate from, nor are they endorsed by, 
the Sanitary Commission. On the contrary, while the 
Commission records, and is glad to be able to record, the 
aid it has rendered to the wounded, and while it seeks by 
public reports to assure the people that it is alive and wor- 
thy the trust placed in its hands, the Commission is never 
found depreciating the vastly greater service rendered by 
the Gk)vemmeut through the regular channels of aid and 
supply. 

The Sanitary Commission gives no countenance to that 
tone of wholesale denunciation in which " visitors '* to the 
army speak of the neglect and utter delinquency of public 
officers in caring for me wounded. The Commission sees 
what it considers defects, and it is forced to recognise in 
individual officers and on specified occasions, what it be- 
lieves to be delinquencies and neglect, and the sufferings 
consequent ; but it also sees and recognises, as few others 
can, the immense labor which devolves upon the Medical 
Department in times like these, and the immense work 
which is done. It realizes, as others may not, that the 
transporting of twenty-five thousand wounded men fi-om the 
battle-field to distant hospitals involves unavoidably delays 
jind suffering ; especially when, as now, the army is mov- 
ing rapidly forward with firequent change of base, compel- 
ling, as a *' military necessity," the fnstant transportation of 
wounded men fi>om the vicinity of previously occupied 
fields to general hospitals, no matter bow severe may be 
the wounds or how impassable the roads, or how deficient 
the means of transportation. No man who has not been 
upon the ground, and day after day seen the labor to be 
undergone and the difficulties to be met, can form the slight- 
est idea of the terrific work laid upon the medical ofl^rs 
after a great battle. 

Sometimes at a single wharf) as was the case at Belle 
Plain, a business equal to that of a city of fifty thousand 
inhabitants has to be carried on. There are the quarter- 
masters and the commissaries, with their crowds of boats 
and immense stores ; wagons, in trains a mile long, push- 
ing in fit>m the shore, and impatiently waiting to be 
loaded; reinforcements, five to ten thousand men in one 
single day, arriving to be disembarked and moved forward 
to the battle-field ; prisoners by the thousand also, to be 
brought down to the boats under guard — and meantime, 
with it all, at this same wharf must place and time be found 
for receiving the wounded as they are Drought in, two or three 
hundred ambulances and wasons at once, followed imme- 
diately by as many more, with a crowd of those men, who, 
with wounds less severe, have walked with slow steps from 
corps and division hospitals. This is a mere outline sketch, 
to be filled in with the breaking down of wagons on shore, 
blocking whole trains ; tearing up of corduroy roads, open- 
ing thus the way to mud and quicksands ; the arrival of 
unexpected wounded, and non-arrival of expected boats; 
the rush and moving to and fro of these masses of men, 
and teams, and stores ; the slow cautious handling upon 
stretchers, oome down in long file, of men with amputated 
limbs or terrible wounds ; the feeding of the hungry, and • 
trying to alleviate their sufferings— all this continued by 
ni^ht the same as by day, through the dai'loiess and the 
ram. 

A person who has never been in the midst of all th^s, 
and who has not repeatedly been in the midst of all this, 
has no power and no right to judge of what the officers 
of the medical and of other departments are doing ; still 
less power or ri^t to judge and criticise belongs to the indi- 
vidual who, with excited feehngs of philanthropy, goes 
from some quiet home of his own down to the ** fronts" 
expecting by a week's work of humane and irresponsible 
labor to set everything to right^ and relieve all suffering. 
To such a man the whole scene is, of course, confusion, and 
neglect, and ruin, while in reality it is simply war — with 
what, in a great measure, are its unavoidable consequences. 



The Sanitary Commission knows, from long acquaintanoe 
with such scenes, the work which the Medical Department 
has to do, and the embarrassment under which it labors. 

With a steady hand in its own assigned place does the 
commission sees to cooperate with the Medical Depart- 
ment. All the employ^ of the Commission are instructed 
not to criticise, but to work ; and to work, subjecting them- 
selves to military rule. So far as I know, a spirit of cordial 
good-will is felt by all the officers and r^ workers of the 
Commission in the field for the medical staff with whom 
they have direct relations. The Sanitary Commission, in 
proper place and in authorized manner, does not hesitate 
to point out the deficiencies and neglects which it sees. 
It seeks honestly and earnestly to secure needed reforms. 
It advocates constantly what it constantly sees the call for, 
as, for instance, a larger provision for the sick and wound- 
ed, embracing a larger corps of surgeons and of nurses-— 
more hospital transports, exclusively assigned for the whole 
term of war to the Medical Department; and an inde- 

{)endent and ample ''transportation train," involving a 
arge outlay, as entirely under the control of the Surgeon- 
General and his officers as is the ambulance train. The 
Sanitary Commission thus points out what it considers 
defects, and seeks to secure reforms, yet it works in good 
faith and cordial earnestness, in its own more humble way, 
with the Medical Department as a whole. 

lu order to illustrate this, let me call your attention to 
the following extracts from letters and reports concerning 
the work of the Commission, in which reference is made 
to medical officers. You will see that the tone is that of 
cooperation. I will turn first to the last report received 
fi-om the agent of the Commission, in charee of the work 
at Port Royal, Virginia, a few day^ since. He says : "All 
day Friday we fed and issued supplies to the wounded, 
without stint. All the departments have treated us with a 
cordiality, and more than cordiality, a willing confidence 
and cheer, that makes us quite buoyant in approaching 
them and working with them. Dr. Cuyler, Dr. Phillips, 
the representative of Dr. McFarland, at Uiis post, and Dr. 
McKay, have been especially obliging. Dr. Cuyler, on 
finding us so diligently at work, told me to draw on him 
for anything I needed. He loaned us additional stoves, 
caldrons, etc., furnished us beefsteak and coffee to an^ ex- 
tent that we desired, and facilitated our operations in all 
proper ways, giving us information of the arrival of trains 
freely and promptly. 

" I have never before seen the organic and proper rela- 
tions between the Medical Department and the Commission 
so smoothly, thoroughly, and harmoniously adjusted. It 
was official and responsible ; we were mpplemmUers^ not 
suppUmterSf and the attaches of each seemed to have a 
strong feeling of mutual respect and heartiness.** — Report 
of James A. Anderson, Port Boyal^ Vd,, Mag 28, 1864. 

« ♦ ♦ «♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ m ' 

I am, dear sir, respectfiilly your obedient servuit, 

Frbdebick N. Knapp, 
Assistant Secretary U. & Sanitary Commission. 



REPORT OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION OP PER- 
SONS CLAIMING EXEMPTION FROM DRAFT. 

[To the Editor of the Ambbioax Mkmcal Toisa.] 

Sir — ^I was appointed by his Excellency Governob 
Morgan, in October, 1862, one of the surgeons to examine 
claims of exemption from drad, and reported for duty in 
the district comprising the 15th, I6th, and 18th wards of 
Brooklyn ; and possibTv a short statistical report of the dis* 
eases mund in men daiming exemption may be of some 
interest to your readers. 

We were allowed but fourteen days to do our work^ 
and, with our private practice, we were obliged to hurrv it 
through, and i regret I am not able to give as full a his- 
tory of what I found as I could wish. I examined nearly 
900 men, and 800 of them were passed as unsound and 
their names stricken from the roll. When two .or more. 
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distinct diseases were found in the same person, either of 
which alone would entitle him to exemption, each disease 
was noted under its proper head. For example : — Disease 
of the heart, tuberculosis, and a disabled limb may all exist 
in the same person, and if so, they were classed under three 
heads. Where two diseases exist in complication, or were 
the result of the same pathological cause, they were classed 
together as far as practicable. Of the whole number, I 
found with chronic bronchitis, 10 ; spasmodic asthma, with 
more or less bronchitis, 12 ; cataract^ 7 : opacity of cornea, 
impairing vision in one or both eyes, 17 ; loss of sight, or 
vision much impaired in one or both eyes from causes not 
appreciable, 8; short-sighted and obliged to wear glasses 
to read or write, 49 ; valvular disease of heart, with hyper- 
trophy from acute rheumatism, 46 ; valvular disease of the 
heart, with no appreciable hypertrophy and no rheuma- 
tism, 30 ; hypercardia, with no endocardial or exocardial 
murmur indicating any valvular disease, 8 : incipient 
phthiffls, with more or less hsemorrhage in the majoritjr of 
cases, 69 ; phthisis advanced, 45 ; disabled limb or joint, 
from old fracture or other cause, 133 ; varicose and indo- 
lent ulcers, 21 ; varicose veins, large and extending above 
the knee, 26 ; chronic rheumatism, disabling and distorting 
one or more joints, 23 : sanguineous piles, troublesome, 28 ; 
piles, with considerable haemorrhage monthly, 2 ; varico- 
cele and cirsocele, 14 ; inguinal hernia on one side, 50 ; 
inguinal hernia, double, 9 ; scrotal hernia on one side, 52 ; 
scrotal hernia, double and congenital, 5 : club-foot, varus, 
5 ; valgus, 6 ; pes equinus, 2 ; deformed feet and lapped 
toes, 5 ; hearing lost or much impaired, 35 ; rachitis, 6 ; 
fistula in ano, 7 ; hemiplegia or periplegia, 4 ; hypertrophy 
of hver, with more or less ascites, 37 ; anaemia, with JmtU 
de 9oufflety 7 ; epilepsy and subject to fits, 8 ; amaurosis, 5 ; 
stricture of urethra, 3 ; uremia, 4 ; chronic conjunctivitis, 
8 ; hydrarthrus, 2 ; chronic laryngitis, 2: hypertrophy of 
testis, 3 ; vertigo, and impaired mental faculties from old 
injury to head, 7 ; etc., etc 

It was a matter of great surprise to me that so many 
should complain of short sight, and I began to think it was 
Jeigned ; each man was asked to write his name, which he 
would do with his face close to the paper. A oook with 
fine print was then had, so as to touch his nose, and if he 
could read he was certainly short-sighted. Again, the 
knitting of the brows, when trying to see objects at a dis- 
lance, besides a few cnaracteristic wrinkles about the eyes, 
will help much in making out the case. Neariy all these 
subjects were men of literary pursuits, or engaged in busi- 
ness requiring almost constant use of the eye. Many of 
tl ese cases are congenital, others become short-sighted at 
school, and some have become so since they went into 
business. Query — ^Do these persons choose a pursuit that 
they can carry on with their work close to their eyes 
from choice or necessity ? or do such pursuits, such con- 
itani U9t of the eye, tend to make that organ more convex, 
or the humors of the eye more dense, and thus produce or 
increase myopia? The large number sufifering from en- 
largement of the liver attracted my attention. They were 
most of them German tailors and shoemakers, ana great 
lovers of " lager bier ; " many of them had been treated a 
number of times for ascites, and were still very tender to 
pressure over the liver and stomach. Possibly, three years 
of " active service " would have been_ a cure for most of 
them. 

Another class of men, equally fond of '' lager," but who 
lived an active life and were much exposed to cold and 

^ wet weather, suffered firom acute and chronic rheumatism. 

* and very many of them had heart disease. But they haa 
DO disease of the liver, as a general rule, And no dyspepsia. 
Probably not more than two-thirds of those daiming ex- 
emption from disease came forward to be examined. To 
recapitulate — ^heart disease, 1 in 10 ; phthisis, 1 in 8 ; dis- 
abled limb, 1 in 6 : variooee veins and ulcers, 1 in 17 : 
lueraorrhoids, 1 in 27 ; rheumatism^ 1 in 34 ; varicocele, 1 
in 50; hernia, 1 in 7; club foot, 1 m 60; hearing lost or 
impaired, 1 in 23 ; hemiplegia or periplegia, 1 in 200 ; ra- 



chitis, 1 in 134 ; fistula in ano, 1 in 114 ; hypertrophy of 
liver, 1 in 22; myopia, 1 in 16; amaurosis, 1 in 160; 
cataract, 1 in 100; opacity of cornea, 1 in 47; chronic 
laryngitis, 1 in 100; epilepsy, 1 in 100; Bright*s kidney, 
1 in 200 ; chronic bronchitis 1 in 80 ; spasmodic asthma, 
1 in 66, etc. It is proper to state that all abnormal sounds 
of the heart, with no other signs of heart disease, were put 
down as valvular disease alone ; and where the apex of the 
heart was found more than three and a half inches from the 
medium of the body, with a full impulse over the cardiac 
region, and no abnormal sounds, it was classed as simple 
hypertrophy. 

Tours, etc., 

0. H. Smith, M.D. 

106 Wkst 84Tn snxrr, N. T^ 
Hay 16, 1864. 



PHILADELPHIA 

Special Correspondence.^ 
[To the Editor of the Amkkicau Mbdioal Turn.] 
In previous letters I chronicled death's doings among the 
" medicos," and now I must add yet another name. Dr. 
John Redman Coxe departed this life March 23d, in his 
ninety-first year. For many years Dr. Cox has occupied 
the position of a recluse, in strange contrast with his for- 
mer activity. He was a graduate of the University, hav- 
ing received the degree in 1794, as a student of Dr. Rush. 
He held at various times positions of importance in the 
profession, and in 1809 received the appointment of Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry in the halls of his Alma Mater ; after 
the lapse of ten vears he was transferred to the chair of 
Materia Medica, from which position, in 1835, he was dis- 

E laced by one of those unfortunate occurrences which 
appily are rare in our Philadelphia schools. Some fi?e 
years ago I visited him, and was surprised to find a hate 
and hearty old gentleman, who still dwelt with terrible 
earnestness upon the wrongs he had sufiered at the hands 
of men who, though young, and some of them yet mere 
tyros in the profession, had displayed a degree of vindictive 
feeling scarcely paralleled in any similar mstitution in the 
scientific world. He gave me a copy of his pamphlet 
issued in defence of his position, and I left him, more deep- 
ly impressed in my behef that he had been " more sinned 
against than sinning.'* The vacancy in the College pf Phar- 
macy has been well filled by the selection of Mr. Edward 
Parrish, whose election I predicted in my last This choice 
gives universal satisfaction, and will add materially to the 
mterests of the school. 

The vacancy in the ^' Jeff." has brought forth a host of 
applictots ' among the most prominent may be named 
Alfred L. Kennedy, M.D., Professor and President of the 
Polytechnic College ; B. Howard Rand, M.D., Professor of 
Chemistry in the Central High School, and recently Pro- 
fessor of the same branch in the Pennyslvania Medical 
College and the Philadelphia Medical CoUege; John J. 
Reese, M.D., late Surgeon U.S. Vols., formerly a lecturer 
on Chemistry and Professor in the Pennsylvania ; Robert 
Bridges, M.D.. well known as a private lecturer and author 
of worl^ on this branch ; I^f. Booth, famed as an analyti- 
cal chemist, etc 

The Medical Clubs have been unusually brilliant and 
well attended this season, and have doubtless contributed 
their fiiU share towards the " entmie cordiale'* in the pro- 
fession. May they long continue. 

At present the " Samtary Fair" ooeu]}ies the whole at- 
tention of every one not irretrievably given over to specu- 
lating in stocln, and we '* villagers confidently expect to 
do something. The ladies, especially those known as 

Mrs. Dr. . are earnest and untiring, and we unfortunate 

males, willingly or otherwise, must perforce yield up our 
purses, if not our time, to their urgent demands. What the 
medical department will do I cannot say, though I see Dr. 
C. P. Tuft has been made chairman of a committee to 
attend to Uie '* regulars." 

* This l«ttir hu b««n inaAwtirtmtXj delt/td. 
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I presume you New Yorkers are preparing for the ad* 
veut of a large number of delegates at the meeting of the 
American Medical Association. I learn that very many 
are expecting to go from this city, and already the desire 
to fill vacancies in the various delegations is something ter- 
rible. Should it continue, a vacancy will command a high 
premium. By the way, what a farce it seems to see our 
societies gravely go through the form and labor of electing 
a long list of delegates who do not care even to acknow- 
ledge the honor (?) thus thrust upon them, and rarely 
trouble themselves by resigning, to permit others to be 
elected who will attend to the duties of Uie position. Per- 
haps some excuse might be found when the Convention is 
to meet far from home, but what can be thought of physi- 
cians who coolly suffer themselves to be elected, yet never 
attend a meeting which is convened in their own city ? 
Can such an instance be found in any other learned profes- 
sion? I am sure not, yet year after year the same honor 
is offered them, again to be carelessly apurned. This is one 
cause of the want of vigor, of Ufe, or great deeds in the 
mass of our state and other associations. Again, too much 
time is wasted in frolicking, feeding, sight-seeing, and at- 
tending to other business. Now, m the last meeting of 
the Pennsylvania State Medical Society, the most indecent 
haate was evinced, and particularly on the part of city 
delegates, to wind up the session. I heard one '* Conser- 
yative" delegate express his hope that the morning of the 
second day would adjourn the society, " lest politics ^ould 
be introduced." Valuable reports were passed over with 
a ourpory glance, and referred to the Publication Commit- 
tee ; others, which perhaps had better never been brought, 
were read at their meagre length, and consigned to a simi- 
lar fate. Too much effort is made to entertain the dele- 
gates socially rather than scientifically, and the real object 
oi the session is lost sight oi Let us hope for better things 
this year. 
ArBiLS3,18M. 
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ARMY. 
OBD3SBS, CHANGES, An. 

AflSromfSMTB. 

gaifooo Tbot. H. Baob«, I7.8.y., as Sorgeoo-lii-cliirie, General HoeDi- 
taL Chester, Pa. ^^ ^^^ 

Actinff Asslstont-Snrmon Leon Broekman, I7.8.A., to the General Hos- 
pital, Jeflfersonville, I no. 

Snrffeon N. P. Biee, U.8. A., as SnigeoD-in-Chlei; U. 8. iV>roes at York- 
town, va. 

Surgeon G. B. Weeks, U.^Y^ as Sorgeon-ln-Chie^ Dtstrlot of Little 
Bock, Ark. 

Surgeon H. J. Menuninfer, 2d N. OL Yola^ ss Snrgeon-in-ChieC Snb- 
Bistriet of Mewbem, N. C. 

Bnrgeon 6. D. Tomey, U.8.y., as Post M edleal Director, Mufreesboro*. 
Tenn. 

Anistant^nneon C. H. Hood. U^.Y^ as Sorgeon-in-charge, Blrlsloa 
Na 4, General Hospital, Mnrf reesboro\ Tenn. 

Sorgeoa Wm. A. Conover, U.B.Ym as Chief Operatinf 9i|rgeon, lOth 
Annj Corps. 

Surceon G. F. JTrench, U.S.Y., as Superfntendept of Hospitals at Hants- 
Surgeon W. Threlkeld, U.8.V., as Burgeon-in-charge, Barracks Hospital. 
NashTille.Tenn. *^ ' 

Hospital Steward H. W. Mygatt, U.S.A., to Little Bock, Ark. 

Surgeon J. H. Brinton, V^Y^ Bdward Curtta, U.8.An and Brinton 
Stone, U.S. v., to tennporaiT duU at White House. Va. 

Surgeon S. B. Datton, U.S.Y., as Chief Medical Ottcer, White House, 
Va. 

Surgeon H. A. SchlaeflUn, U.S.Y., as Assistant Medical Purreyor. De- 
partment of the Gulf 

Surgeon Francis Greene, U.S.Y., as Sorgeon-ln-cbarge, Totten HoMrftaL 
Louisville, Kf. 

Assistant-Surgeon Gerhard SaaL U.8.Y.,!i8 Surgeon-in-charge, Seminary 
Hospital, Columbus, Ohio. ^ * ««,«««i«iir/ 

Surgeon N. S. Bsmes, U.S.Y., as Snjqgeon-ln-Chis< Sd DlTislon, 18th 
Army Corps. 

Assistant-Surgeon W. 8. Woods, U.8.y., ss Surgeon-ln-charse. Poet 
Hoapital, Betiton Barracks, Ma 

Surceon William Dickinson, U.8.Y., as member of Board for examina- 
tion of Surgeons and Assistant-Surgeons of Colored Tro(^ at St. Lonla, 
Mo. 

Burgeon A. W. Hrnea, S9th Kentucky Vols^ to the Totten General 
Hospital, LouisTllle, Ky. 

H^JiSf ^ff^^^rSSJlS? ^ ^ Moody, U.S.A., to Joe Holt General 



I Surgeon A. C. Benedict, U.S.Yn as Medical Inspector, 18th Army 
Corps. 

? Surgeon a W. Jones, UJB.Y., as Assistant Medical Director, Depart- 
ment of the Cumberland. 

Assistant-Surgeon C. F. Haynes, U.S.Y., to Artillery Brigade, 6th 
Corps, Army of the Potomac 

Assistant-Surgeon T. A. McGraw, U.8Y., as Medical Inq>ector and Pa- 
thologist of General HcMipitals, (%attanooga, Tenn. 

Asmstant-Surgeon J. H. Janeway, U.SA., as Bnigeon-in-charge, Depot 
Hospital, Point of Bocks, Ya. 

Assistant-Surgeon James Collins, U.S.Ym to General Hoepltal, White 
Boose, Ya. 

Assistant-SoMeea L. D. 8heet^ U.S.Y., to 4th K. Y. Heavy ArtUleiy, 
Artillery Brigade, 8d Corpa. 

Surgeon R. Niooolls, U.aY^ ae Ouigsya in-chaiTge, General Field Hos- 
pital, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Assistant-Surgeon A. B. Chapln, U.S.Y., to ArUMsiy Brigade, 10th 
Corps. 

Surgeon G. 8. Palmer, U.SY- as Medical Director at Annapolis m^ 

Surgeon J. D. Strawbridge, U.S. Y., to 18th Corps. 

Asebtant-Sui^reon A. L Comfort, U.S.Y., as Snrgeon-ln-chaige, Poet 
Hoq)ital, Columbia, Tenn. 

Suxigeon A. M. Clark, U.S.Yn to Head<iuarters of Lleutenant-Geaeral 
Grant 

Surgeon James M. Laing, U.8.Y., as Surgeoo-in-charge, 6th Corps Hos- 
pital, White House, Ya. 

Surgeon L. D. Harlow, U.S. Y., as Suxge(m-in-charge, General Hospital, 
Lookout Mountain, Tenn. 

Burgeon J. H. Grove, U.8.Y., as Surgeon-tn-cluunge, Post Hospttak, 
Camp Douglas, 111. 

Assistant-Surgeon H. Z. Gill,U.S.Y., as EzecutlTe OiBoer, General Hot* 
pital, Camp Donnison, O. 



Acting Assistant-Surgeons P. Glennan. Brinton, Stone, D. B. Brower, 
T. B. Pooley, and Moe^ F. Cogswell, U.S. A., Surgeons £. M. Powers, 
7th Missouri Yols., Beniamin Durham, 73d Illinota Yols., J. B. Petber- 
bridge, 66th New York Yols., E. A. Clark, 8th IlllnoU Yols.. M B. 
Cochran, 1st Iowa Oivalry, H. W. Davis, 16th Illittols Yols., J. U. 
LedlieTwth Illinois Yols., and George Derby. iTth Massachusetts Yola., 
and Dr. A. McMahon, of Ohio, to be Assistant-Surgeons of Yolunteera. 

Dr. D. A. Morse, late of Madison General Hospital, MaillsoiL Ind.. has 
been spt^ointed Surgeon of the 163d O.Y.L, stationed at Camp Chase, O. 

OBOBSa. 

Lieotenant-Colonel G. K. Johnson, Medical Inq>eetor, U.S.An Is re- 
lieved from doty In the Department of Yirglnla and North Carolina, 
and in addition to his duties in the Middle Department is ssslgned to 
duty in the Department of West Yirglnla, with hU Headquarters at 
Baltimore, Md. 

In sddlUon to bis duties In the Department ef the Sooth, Lleutenaat- 
Colonel Peter Pinecs Medical Inspector, U.S.A., is sssicned to duty In 
the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, with Els fieadttoarteca 
at Norfolk, Ya. 

Surgeon George A. Wheeler, U.8.Y., Is relieved firom duty at the 
General HospltaL AnnapoUs, Md., and will report to the Commaadlnc 
General, Army of the Potomaa 

Surgeon B. F. Sanmr, U.8.Y., Is relieved from duty In the Depart- 
ment of the Gnli; and will report to the Commanding Genersl, Middle 
Depiurtment 

Lieut<^nant-Colonel John Wilson. Medical Inspector, U.8.An win make 
a special inspection of the hosnitsis in the Northern Department, aad 
wUl report toe result of such Inspection to the Burgeon-General, UJa.A. 

LBAvn or ABasiros. 

Hospital Chaplain N. West, U.S.A., for three dsya, with permisskm to 
visit Washington. 

DUOBAIOB, DTSmSSALS, VTO. 

Hospital 'Steward W. H. Cook, U.aA., dlahonorably discharged for 
general bad conduct 

Assistant-Surgeon Alonzo Boothby, 8d U. S. Colored Troona, honorably 
discharged, havmg tendered his resignation on surge<»^ cstnfcate of dis- 
ability. 

Aasistant-Sargeon J. L B. Blbble, 8th New Jersey Yols^ to enable JiIbi 
to accept another commission. 

Surgeon J. Leander Bishop, 7th Begtment Pennsylvania Beserve Corps. 
mustered out and honorably dlsduirged IWNn June 7« 186^ the Isfmor 



service of his regiment having expired. 

Surgeon Eugene B. Harrison, 68th Ohio Yols., aad Aaststant-Saifeon 
Jssper M. Grove, 7tb Indiana Cavalry, honorably dischaiged onaoeovnt ef 
physical disability on the report of a Board of OflSeers. 

Hospital Steward John J. Sellers, U.8.A., dishonorably discharged for 
repeated absence without leave. 

NAVY. 
Bsffular Namal Orderf, 

Assistant-Surgeon G. H. B. Banmgarten detached from the Mcooai^ 
hela, and waiting orders. 

Assistant-Surgeon O, 8. Hubbard ordered to the Navy Yard. Boston. 

AssisUu^Surgeon a £. Stedman detached from the Navy Yard, Boatoa, 
and ordered to ue dressslsn, 

VolmnUei' JTrnfol I4&L 

Acting Asslstaat-SurgeoB John P. Scbenck resigned. 

Acting Assistant-Burgeon J. W. Langl^ ordered to the New Haaip- 
shire. 

Isaiah Dewltng appointed Acting AssMantSorgecB, and ordered to the 
Booth Atlantic $]ua4ron. 

Acting Assistant-Surgeon D. J. Harris detached from the North Oaro- 
lina, and ordered to the South Atlantic Squadron. 

Acting AssUtant-Surgeon W. W. Howard ordered to the Booth Atlaa- 
tic Souadron. ^ 

ActingAssistant-Burgeon W. N. PIndell detached from the Hubm, aad 
ordered North. 

Acting Assistant-Surgeon John W. Hamilton detached from th* Osla- 
kiU, and waiting ordem 
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Tbi New Tosk AoADBm- or MiNonn ^ictioh on Ob- 
stetrics AHD DisuBBs or Cbildren). — A Slated Mettmg 
ofOii* Section viU ht htid at ihe rttidenee of llta Chairman, 
Dk. Jobs P. QAHRia&, No, 40 Wat 2\*t A, m Monday 
Ecmittg, (fit 20a mtt, at 8 o'tlock PJf. 

SubjtelfoT (fiKtunon far ihii tnening — Ooofiototay. 



The Three Best Tonics, 
IRON, PHOSPflOEUS, CALISAYA, 



d elfguily ■ 



lUned in u ambar^olond ooidlal, truiurant 
10, uiA HHKptible to tlie ivium. 
1 la eiamlae onr beanUfnl emnblnatkm of 

appUcattSB. 

CASWELL, MACK & CO.'S 
FCRRO-PHOSPMORATEO ELIXIR OF OADSAYA BARK. 
C&8WKIX, M&CK * oa. raratiT Cbemlala, 

ruder FlAh Aranne HoteL 



to the tFe. delicti t 
(be aboT* f eeatliBable tmilaa. 
Bemembtr a» 



An Inquiry into the Physiological 
AND UKDICIHU. FEOPIBTIEB OF THX VEBATSUU TI 



AND UKDICIHU. FEOPIBTIEB OF THX VEBATSUU TI 
SIDB: Ufatbar *lih Jb* Plinlol«*<<*l ood Chemical ObMrmUniH 
vpoB tba Alkaloid Veratria obtained fnm thla and otber ^laciea. B«- 
iDf the priu eaaar to which the Anarteui Medial AiaoelMlon award- 
ed Ibe Sold Uedd br ISet. Br SamaM B. Fanr, UJ}. »n. Ptalla- 
delphU,U««, tlM. 



A Pine Opportnnity for a Surgeon. 
—Dr. BwlBbDine, of Albti^.H. T^ receutl; B|ips4otfi Health 
OOmt tft tb* PMt sf New Torfc, oAtt hli fts* rarideiMe In tint dnr 
far iria lor Iti market Talne, wlUMOt au titn obtfje tat Iti belnc u 
aataUUiei plMe of asitlcal hailnaaa, The hou« la pmrldad with all 
tba mcl»n ImprOTemaDIa, ii neaHr saw, and bnllt ij the Dontor Ric 
Ui awB Maralraea, aai haoe* la well adapted to tb* wula of a 
phjtMaB « laifeOD. Tbara Ii trobablj D« more tllglbia loeaUmi liir 
■B Mpliing foODg nrnon who la dlipoiad to work hi* va; In the 
world tbu tkla, and fur a nugMn of nputadan an aieelliDl oppor' 
~rr a flood tocatloa bi piactlilDff bis pndbialoii. He haa uao a 
■ — itibleatMb«d,vhl«taDMTlMparahMedlIdaBlred. 

»a p l aaea addran Mr. X. Bleaker, W Eula lb, AUmbt, or Dr. 
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m. Frothingham, M.D., late House 

a jj Phvjlclin, BalioToe Hoapllal, oor. UBtb M. ud lotta 

» UilghU, New Tdtk. 



University of Michigan. 

VBDICAL DKPAKTIfEin'. 
BKV. ERABTUS O. HATEN, D.D„ I 
ZINA PITCHBB, M.D., Pmhrnor En 

and Obatetiica. 
ABB AH BAQEB, H 



Protaeor of ClTll ud Mllltarr BDmerr. 



UOBEH GlTNfl, M.D., nweai.. .. 

ALONZO B. PALMUB, M.U., Fnibsaor of the ThMn end Piaotlea af 

MeiUdne and PalhuloKT. 
COHTDON L. FOKO, SD, ProlMaor »f Aiutomr. 
HOS. TIIOS. M. COOLET, Prorcuor i.rUEdtcal Jurllpnidaiwa. 

O. ABMOB, M.D, PrufeMor of the luStoiea of Medl«liia 
!Tfa Unlla. 

I LIWITT. M.D., Daoiaiutntorof Anatonn. 
jujittt, B, PBESCOTT, I -— -V 

HENBT e. OHEETER,B.A., V AaalgtaDla In Iha Chemloal Department. 
SEZTEB T. DEAN, U.A„ I 
im.. . _.. _. .!_ .1 jon,„g55, (in UieUrM d^of Oetober, 

Jf Olleen dollan fOr Incidental flrpentu 
I^■^tbar infiimialloD glTon bj 



r-Cure Establish- 

i. (near Nortbamptiui). la pieaunt- 
in, amply anppllird with ihe pareat, 
d; walka ud drltM, wllb pleaaant 

Jmii^llg 



/in 



udalM>; 



of the Ural writera on hti i;it«tn, 
I than reallj belong* to It ; bat aa a 
baaed aatlraty apon phjalDlogtoal 
a atteatloD ortha i^-*^— ■-.- — >-- 
rlthluinur bad^< 



f 



The Anatomical Ball and 
Socket-Jointed Iieg, 

wUh lataial moUoB at tbe ankle, ttta the nitani aaa. 



The latter b ftmlabed to aoldlen bj tba U. B. i 
ebam hj lamlsing to Douflaa Bit, M.D., U. S. C 
Elabbg ArtOidal Cafa to Bgldlen. Offloea-aH Btoadwar, K. T., Bo- 
abHter.N. Y.,Cli>aluiatl,0.,(ir8t.Lanla,llD. 

for inatmociana addreaa DK. BLF at Deareat offloa. 



Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 
A MONTHLY FEBIODIUAL. 

Tba Bable lUdleal and eorglaal Janraal la pabUabad wntUr, eontalQ- 
Ing leporU of Hedleal SadeUee and Hoeplula, Edllorlala, BavlewB, Gor- 
n^ondense, Armr Newa, etc, ttc : iReladlnc the nasal nrletr of lledi- 
oalTertodkS Pnbllonloaa. Bpedmen oopli ■ ..-—'- 



ippUoatloD. Tarmi 
r. HIDBB, U.D.. 



Editor ^irfidffJCid. mul aurg. J!>w 



VACCINE 

Virus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
moat ratlabla, need bf the leading phjrialanB of thla lUj ; p«t np in 
the beat fonn for trunnlielon to uy put of the werld. Prl-na alnirif 
|qb«, IB eta; three, ft; ilBgta chaise of dgbth-day Ijmph, on poiuMd qami, 
IS ati ; flflaen polnia, 11 ; alngla eharK^ on oonvex aurOM <a ieoUio et 
qnlU, M eta. ; tan, II, Craaia from |t to IS, aoooidlng Is weight. 
A new atoA of Taedue on hand. May ITth ; two tamuna frea tbe 



J. P. LQIBEB, M.D,, 



Baitem Dlipeiuaiy, 6T B«Mi 



TO the Medical Profession. — Dr. J. 
PABIOOT, bate OommlMlener In Lnn^er. and fioBcniy Pro- 
fttenr or the Culvenlty ul Bniuala. offen to enninU with Gaollamu 
of the PnnfeiaiaB, and to Eire adrloa on Mantel Dtauidera ud Madleu- 
I«al OawH. 
Da. Piai. 

ifc™. _._„__._.„ 

BaiLUiu BkonaBB, SM Broadwaj, N. Y. 
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SEOBOX TIXHAHB It CO. 



llfanufacturers of Surgical Instru- 



OTTO t BETNDER8, 
MaDnfKtimn uid Importen at 

Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 

Instruments; Trusses, etc., 
64 (late) 58 Chatham Street, New York. 

ThamtauiSnllaUfiiFUarlMiCauiiaa, AtKloDilu] Supfiorten, Bhnqldir^ 
tnoa, itlocklnga tat Vtrlram Veins, KlKtrie Uichlncs, Eir-TramjicU. 
Jj^Cnn BpliDta, Cnitcbei, Sjrlogis, Kneoiu, lilielewiig. Fine CuIIerj, eta 



■Z~^ ' Artificial Legs and 

^T1 -il Ami. Belpho't PiWnt. Tbabeitnib- — a^^ . 

^ _..._.._ .__ t — !._»._ M.^. — fid of leJauM Ufi ■ ^^ 

wl M yam.) ^■^--^.^ 



11 CubeludoDtrar 



WM. SELPHft 

Bend tat painplilet SIS Unaulwiir. N. T. 

M.B.— &8llTer lleda] jnit UTirdad it the lats Tali ol U 
uUUte rnr tbe bMt AnUIcUl Llmbt, 



luUUtern 



COnCEHTKATUD Fl.tllD nAGlfBSIA 

U «rne«ly ud conldeotl}' recaminaiided to thoee *ba ippnelita ■ 
mperior aiaele. Ktrry fluid oaase coduIiu flflesn cnlna oT inigaedi In 
u eleauit ud permuent HluUon. WbllU potMnTng vaNI; lna»u«d 
mtduJiiid profwnlw, It ti rurnltbtd it i town prloe thu uf ilaillii 
uticle oT Ainiini or domutla muii&ctan. Aa % oonreclor of uddltf, an 
Inrlgonitliig tonle, »od «fe aperient Jb i" " — * '•*- -" — " 



FOR SALE BY 



FILE £ BBOTUER, 

Cbemltti, 
BnwUjn, H. Y 



S.TnUdNa«|wrt,K.L 



eraill'. 



I. & W. GEUNOWS 

COMPOnSD ACHROMATIC MICROSCOPt 

I. ud W. OnuKir wonid mpactfaUr Infora the Hxllal PnfaMkn, 
ud HlsmoapliU gananllf, that the; ban largely laotnei tkelr balll- 
tie* Ot maDa&flCDring their mlsnaoqica (17 Iba addlUoB of b** and 
Improred mashlnerj- to IMr taioWMHMiU, ud that la eouaqnenoe 
they are adw prepvrd ta fltl Ofdert more promptJ/. 

la Older to ault the ooBTenienee of * lais< pivportloii of ttielr petnma 
and (vaelally at Uwat OM nsidlBg la Ntw Tort, the; tuTa unttttaled 
Tt*. r. 1. XUMBKIOH, tT HAIDEK LANE, apenlal agenl (or Um Hie 
o( tketr Weniwopaa ud Mlot«aoDplce] Appsntu, and (bey vonld n. 
■pMttnUy iMmnMBd that hartaftu all ardsn be dlieoted to hli addr^ 

Th»y m erattOMd that by thU urugemeflt tbey wlU benafter ba 
•ubied to diTOta tbelr attention more to the tnuiilhotiire and ooattaat 
laipnTetnepI •( their tutnuneaU Ihu ha> hareiorun been their pil- 
Tlleg*, when thef alu bad to glee itteutloD to bnilneM detilla aad to 
lehfftb; eotrcapoadenea. 

X.B.— Pri« llstl ou be had ftom Hi. SUUXBICH am ippUetUto, 
the aewod and nrlaed edition of tbeb- Bdonilfio aad DeaerlpUTo Oata- 
Icfa* vlll Boon be ready, and will be aanl t« ao; addraw on applleatlan 
apon the r««lpt of ftO oenli at poitage nirreney. 

Ma. BMMKRICU will keep on hud a noutut ud rail anpplf of 
Blooaeoplcal otjeota, alldea, thln-(lui MTtia, and all Ingndlula tor 
monnUng oljeela 

V.WW Yoaa, Kay, IMl 



Yaccine Virus from Kine. — One crust, 
10 qol^ ud one e^iUIarr tube, om dollar wch. 
TUi Ttnta la free from ayphUilla or other talat. Ii deifted Ana 
aalMted healthy doodIit kloe. la pawetfnl and latlalhMoTy. It ia pt*. 
teaU* to that la eosuwn OM. 

AddliM SPHRAIII CCnTER, ILD., 



WADE ft JOBD* 

Instrument Makers to the 

KEW TOBK, BELLEVD^ AHD CITY HOSPITAIA 

MannbeUira and Impwt all kinds of 

BDBOIOAL AKD DXNTAL ISBTBDHSS-tS, AFPLIANOKS, 

BTKINeBB, XTO, 

Sa JWtat atrwl. Jtmt Tort. 

■V. A F, beglea*. 

el COMPADT n 



Fioilty to be tataat ud 
moat COMPAirr geneial opentliiB case, irblGh they bare airaand nndar 
the anparrlalon oTDr. Jmaa bTWoob, a full dOBorFptlon of ohiidi wlU b* 
fttrwanled upon applicatlan. Aln, Dr. Lawia A. S*Tu'a ImptoTed oat- 
door Bpllntfiir Mc ~ -. . - ... . 



aa*. DlrwUooa fkw m 



B^^Tiie—.-~luat B. Wood, U.D., Laws A. 9k.itM, ILIX, Branaa 

Sami, M.D„ B. F. B.OTt M.D, C.B.N. 
PBICSD OA 7ALO0DX8 WILL £E SSST TO AITT ADDRESS. 
»~ AgaoM fbr Jewen*! AitUcUl LuBbe, which an npeitor to all 
E^ Solo Ajfonl* tur "rtmlnlobi InltatloD iDatnuneDt" Pilee n.00. 



c^^jsT 



^Artificial Limbs, for_ 



, ^ laffliior and Boperior ExtremltlBa, by 

\1 B. D. HUDSON M.D.. 

\| CLINTON KALLlCiP ■*!!«.) KIghth Btioet, 



_,A^ FEET 



S HALL^lop ataln,) Eighth 



Boldlen prorided with 1^ 




it, by Dr. H, tbo only 



, , . . _ -Genaiil, tfi.A.,'6Jrthe"j 

iit. B., haTlDB devoted hie attentlua and practlee tar to 

tho inbjeel of iJtIflclal Llmba, haa made aunh Imp 

."Palniet i'ateal,'" Uie right to which li his by pBn„ — , 

tieaimgnt In Ibis bcueh of lurtBry anpBtlar to all othata. The Bai^lal 
AdlDTast aut grsUa. 

BEFEEENOES. 
TALaHTCn Ifon, Jf.D., Wa. H. Tuf Boua, M.D., 

WiLuao Piuaa, ILD., Sraraaa Bana, >A.I>_ 



Burgeon of U.&A., 



Taouit Haiboi, M.&., 
JuB a Wood, V.D., 
Satid p. Buira, MXK, Bi 
U.&A. 



The "Fifth Avenue Pharmacy," 

No. ICT FIFia ATE. (BET. Slsr akd 93d STS.), 

HEW TOBK. 
JOHN CAHAVAH, PharmacaitiA 



Dr. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 
aelf (o the iDTeatlgaaan ud application of Eleetrieitr aa a rsmadlal 
agent for the last thlrteea yeaza, and beiag dnly quaUfled as welt by Us 
sclrntlBa attalnmaiiU aa by his grul eipuienoa to apply It ' ' 
eftectaal munar, brings this fact l( "- " ■' " 



of the prcdMstaa. Fa- 

t, *m — - — I '- 






charge of their stteodlng pbyilclanL Uls bniinees la frea 

--'-' — ' id qnaakery. 

1«1 FOUBTH AVENUB. 



TEBKS Q? TBI ftMSBtC'W KXDICAL lUCB. 



dty ud Cusdiu Bnbectlben, ta.Sa per annnai, psyshle la adTaae*. 

Mall BDbaerttars, tt pei aaam, peyskle In adTsnoe. 

Bomlttuoet miut aeoompuy u oner IW the Jaursal. 

The PnbllabHi will not held themaelTes —f^-'"* tar tha loaa i 

> jtu, oommendng on the 1st of Junacj ai 



Tluitt who desire to haTe the utlH complete am b« aappUod ulA tha 
Mok nnmban at the orlglBal anbaorlption prle^ 

The last Tolnine. nleeg bound In doth, ma]t n had St the ofltao, Kr tl Mb 
md free b* mall fur tUS; olcUi cases fta binding but ■>• l>ad at tb* oSea 
br W oanji, and free by anil for 84 cants. 



IJnlt*detatM,ltairannnsninssBBdlk«IIitie*tatli .-. 

lladhal CoUHoa ud Bthoolalau Woifci, Bntriotl Andlaaeai, Iw 
•£ mmj Uid, I>n«B aad UedMaes, ote, els. lb fcUowliK 
muient advtrtlsemaDit m>f be modULed bf qnmal ooMnsl h 
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ORIGINAL LECTURES. 

LMtoTM on Oanihot Inlnries of 
the Abdomen. By Irank U. 
Hamilton, M.D. 801 

ORIGINAL COMMUNICA- 
TIONS. 

Blsalphnret of Carbon is a B«- 
medlal Agent Br Wm. B. 
bmlih,M.D 808 

On the Ouncentratlon of Light, 



Page 
hy an ImproTed Method, for 
Anral, iMyngoaoopio, and 
other Examinations. Bj M. 
H.H6ni7, M.D 



REPORTS OF HOSPITALS. 

Bbllstui Hospital: 
Erysipelss. . 804 

U.8.6B]mAL HosprrAL, Chris- 

TIAN STSBXT, PHXLADBLBIJer 

Beport on Beflex Paralysis. 



Page 
By 8. Wdr Mitdiell, M.D. ; 
Geo. B. Morahoose, M.D. ; 
and Wm. W. Keen, Jr., M.D. 806 

EDITORIAL ARTICLES. S 

Army Medical Mnsenm. . . . 800. 
Sanitary Bnrrey of New York. . 807 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Three Cases of Diphtheria. . . 807 



ARMY AND NAVY* 

Clroalar Letter lb . 
Orders, Changes, etc 



Page 



. . .807 
. 808 



• . . 



MEDICAL NEWS. 

ManooBOLOOT amb Nboboloot 

<W THB WSXK IH THX CiTT 

Avn CooxTT or ^nw Yoax. 
BraoiAi. Nomoas. 
Index. ' 





IVIessrs. 

HAT£ REinOTEB 

From 440 Broadway to 520 Broadway (Ud Stairs). 



THB 

PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF VENEREAL DISEASES : 

ISCLUDmO THE BE8ULTS OF BECENT mYESTIGATIOKB UPON THB SUBJECT.] 

By F. J. BUMSTEAD, MJD. 

A new and rsYised edition. With Blostrations. 8yo. Fbiladelphia, 1864. $4.50. 

Baiujsbb Bbotbxbs, 690 Broadway, N. Y. 



NOTICE. 

Owing to the enormous and constant Increase of the price of paper and printing, 
the Publishers are reluctantly compelled to raise the Subscription price of the 
Amsrigan Medical Times. 



On and after July 1, 1864, the annual subscription to this Journal will be 
Wive I>ollar§5 in. advance. 

Subscribers who have already paid, will receive the Times until the expiration 
of their Subscription, without further charge. 

As an inducement to new subscribei's, subscriptions for the current year, from 
January 1st, will be supplied at the old price of Tliree I>ollar0a 
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June as, 166i. 



PHARMACEUTIC GRANULES AND DRAGEES 

i V {Sugar CoaUd PiUs) , 
of 

OARIf lER, LiAMOlIREUX Ac Co. 

Members of the CoUsge of Pharmacy^ qfParii. 

' These Grannies and Dragees are recognised, both in Europe and in the United States, as the most reliable way of dispensing valaable medidnes 
Physicians will find many worthless imitations, and they mustbe-careral to see that the Pills dispensed by the druggists are ma^ by Messrs. Gamier 
Lamoureiu it Co., memlMers of the CoUege of Pharmacy of Paris. The following are some of the prindpal preparations: 



u. B. p. 

Aloes and Myrrh 4 grs. 

Oompoond Cathartio 8 ** 

Aloetic !..*..*.*.*.*.!. .'.!!...'..i.4 " 

AssafoeUda 4 " 

Aloes and Assafoetlda 4 ^ 

Dinner, Lady W ebeter's 8 

Compound Calomel, Plummer^s 8 

u u u .IW 

Bine puis .".!!.'.*!.... 8 

Opium PlUs 1 

Calomel Pins 2 

Opium et Acet Plumb, each 1 

Extract of Rhatany 2 

Compound Khubarb 8 

Compound Colooynth 8 



u 

u 



u 
u 



M 

u 



u 



(t 



Aoonltlne. i 

Atropine. 

Dlgitalinek 

Tartar Emetic. 

Codeine. 

Conioine. | 

Lnpullne Xg™- 

Extract Nux Vomica V " 

Veratrine 1-84** 

Arsenious Add , 1-24 ** 

Sulphate of Morphine .' }i ** 

Corroslye Sablimate 1-12 *» 

Copaiba, puro solidified.] 
Copaiba and Cnbeba. 



V. s. p. 

Compound Sqijills 4 grs. 

Dover's Powders 8 

Carbonate Iron, Yallet's formula 

Carbonate of Manganese and Iron 

Kermes 1-6 

Santonine )f 

Bi-CarbonateofSoda 4 

Magnesia and Khubarb 1 

Queyeone*a Iron Beduced by Hydrogen 1 

Meglln : 1 

Cynoglosse 1 

Proto-Iodide of Iron , 1 

Lactate of Iron ...............1 

Sulphate of Quinine ld^2 

Valerianate of Quinine 1 

** ** Zinc r. 1 

GRANCIiBS 

Of 1-50 of a ffrain each. 
Morphine. " 
Strycunlne.{ 
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u 
u 
u 
u 



cyi- 

ellad< 



•hofa grain each. 
Extract of Belladonna. 
** ** Uyosciamufl. 
•* ** Ipecac. 

Nitrate of Silver X gm. 

Extract of Ilyosciamus X 

Extraot B«d.AQpnite X 

Emetine >^ 

Iodide of Mercury X 

Valerianate Morphine X 

BKAGEES 

Copaiba, Cubebs and Citrate Iron. 
Cubebs, pure. 



TT.B. P 

Valerianate of Iron 1 grs 

Cftrate of Iron and Quinine S ** 

" *• Iron 2 •* 

Willow Charcoal 2 •* 

Diascordlum 2 ** 

Anderson's Antlbilloos and Purgative 2 ** 

Extract of Gentian 2 •* 

Iodide of Potassium 2 ** 

Calcined Magnesia 2 ** 

RhubM* 2 

Ergot Powder, oov^^ed with Sugar as soon 

as pulv'd 2 

Phyllaodria Seed 2 

Washed Sulphur 2 

S.K. Bismuth 2 

Tartrate Potassa and Iron 2 



Valerianate of Atropine. 
Veratttne. 



u 



Extract of Opium. 
Proto-Iodide of Mercury. 



u 
t( 
u 
u 



gm 

' u 



Acetate Morphine K 

DIgitaline 1-24 

Strychnine : 1-12 • 

Colchloum (each granule equal to two 
drops of tincture). 



I Cubebs and Alum.| 

I Cubebs, Hhatany, and Iron. 

To be had at the principal Druggista. 

, Sole wholesale agent, 

F. A. BEICHARD, 

60 John Street: 



University of Michigan. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

BEV. ERA8TU8 O. HAVEN, D.D., Presl^nt. 

ZINA PITCHEK, M.D., Professor Emeritus of the Institutes of Medicine 

and Obstetrics. 
ABBAM SAGEB, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 

and Children. 
SILAS H. DOUGLASS, M.D., Professor of Chemistry, Pharmacy, and 

Toxicolofinr. v 

MOSES GUNN, M.D., Professor of CItU and Military Surgery. 
ALO^ZO B. PALMER, M.D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of 

Medicine and Pathology. 
CORYDON L. FORD, M.D., Professor of Anatomy. 
HON. TH08. M. COOLEY, Professor of Medical Jurfsprudenoe. 
SAMUEL G. ARMOR, M.D., Professor of the Institutes of Medicine 

and Materia Medico 
WILLIAM LIWITT, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
ALBERT B. PBE8C0TT, 1 ^ 

SSSSX^'^V.^H^^^^^ ^'^^ V Assistants in the Chemical Department 
DEXTER V. DEAN, M.A., \ *^ 

The Lectures of the term will oommenoe on the first day of October, 
and continue until the last week in March next 

No fees for Instruction; a fee ot fifteen dollars for incidental expenses 
for fiist course student^ and flye dollars for any subsequent course. A 
fee of three dollars, also, for admission to the dissecting-rooms. 
Further information given by 

DR. 8. H. DOUGLASS, 

Dean of the Faculty. 

The "Fifth Avenue Pharmacy/' 

No. 167 FIFTH AVE. (BET. 2l8T and 22d STS-X 

NEW YORK. 

JOHN CANAVAN, Pharmaceutist, 



D 



r. Munde's Water-Cure Establish- 

MENT AT FLORENCE, MASS. (near Northampton), is pleasant- 
ly situated in a healthy mountain region, amply supplied with the'purest, 
softest, and coldest granite water. Shady walks and drives, with pfcattot 
Tiews all around ; bowling alleys ; boats ; billiard table ; pianos ; gyDina*> 
tics ; several hundred feet of covered piazzas ; rooms all light and airy ; 
diet plain, but nourishing, abundant and well prepared ; the whole of the 
Institute managed with care, order, and neatness. Dr. Munds, though Mm 
oldest disciple of Priessnitx, and one of the first writers on bis syst«m, 
does not claim for it a greater scope, than really belongs to it ; but as a 
healthv JBranch of the Healing Art, based entirely upon physiological 
pinciples, he considers it well worth the attention of the Profession, who 
ought not to confound the good cause with its many bad advocates. 
For Terms, etc., apply as above. 



Tir. E. Ringer, having devoted him- 

J^ self to the inrestlgatlon and application of Electricity as a remedial 
agent for the last thirteen years, and being duly qualified t& well by his 
Bclentiflo attainments as by his great experience to apply It in the most 
eftectual manner, brings this fact to the notice of the profession. Pa- 
Uents sent to him for this mode of treatment will otherwise remain 
under the charge of their attending physicians. Uis business is free 
irom all charlatanism and quackery. 
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COMC^NTRATJBD FJ^UID MAOffESIA 

Is earnestly and confidently recommended to those who appreciate a 
superior article. Every fiuid ounce contains fifteen grains of magnesia in 
an elegant ajid permanent solution. Whilst possessing vastly increased 
medicinal properties, it is furnished at a lower price than any similar 
article of Foreign or domestic mannfiicture. As a corrector of acidity, an 
inTlgomting tonic, and safe aperient in all disorders of the digestive otgansi 
it is witliont a rival, and has elicited unqualified approbation^ 

PYLE & BROTfTEtt, 

Cheiuists, t 

Brooklyn, N. T. 
FOR SALE BY 
JA8. 8. A8PINWALL, 86 William St, N. Y. 

fcCHlEFFELlN BROTHERS A, CO-Twilllam. cor. BeekmanSt, N. Y. 
CASWELL, MACK A CO., Fifth Ave. Hotel, N. Y., and Newport, R. L 
HEGEMAN *C0., Broadway, N. Y. 

JOHN MEAKIM, 679 Broadway, N. Y. / 

F. M. BASSET, cor. Court and Atlantic Sta., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
J. H. OLLIF, cor. Gates and Vanderbllt Avenues, Brooklyn, N. T. 
F. BKOWN, cor. Fifth and Chestnut Sts., Philadelphia. 
H. C. IJL Alii, cor. Eighth and Walnut Sts., Philadelphia. 
W YETH A BROTHER, 1412 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
And* by Drusicists generally. 

Vaccine Virus from Kine. — One crust, 
10 quills, and one capillary tube, one dollar each. 
This Tirus is free from syphilitic or other taint Is derived fWran 
selected healthy country kine. Is powerful and satis&ctory. It is pro- 
ferable to that in common use. 

Address EPUBAIM CUTTER, MLB., 

Wobtini, "" 
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LECTURES ON 

-• GUNSHOT INJURIES OF THE ABDOMEN. 
By FRANK H. HAMILTON, Af.D., 

PROF. OF MILITARY BUROEBT AND FRACTURK8 AT BELUTVUX H06P. XKD. 
, COLLEGE, AKI> LONG ISLAND COLLEOE HOBPITAJ. ; BURGEON 
TO BELUYOX HOSPITAL ; LATE IIBDICAL INBPEOTOB, 

tr.8.A. 

LECTURE VI.— PART IV. 
Treatment of Artificial Anus consequent upon Gunshot and 

other Perforating Wounds of the BeUy. 
Many ingenious plans have been devis^ from time to 
time by sm-geons, for the cure of an artificial anus, most 
of which, no doubt, have their application in certain cases. 
Yet I must confess that experience has greatly modified my 
original views as to the urgency of the demand for surgical 
interference of any kind. It is my present opinion that the 
majority of these cases will get well spontaneously, and 
not an inconsiderable proportion very speedily, if simply 
allowed to take their own course ; and I believe, there- 
fore, that in all cases it is best to defer surgical interference 
for a period of several months at least 

The following examples will, perhaps, in some measure 
illustrate the value of tliete remarks : — 

Case I. — Artificial Anus closed spontaneously in eight 
(fay*.— Lewis Morell, 119th N.Y.V., received on the 1st 
day of July, 1863, at Gettysburg, a rifle ball, which entered 
four inches to the right of the umbilicus, and passed out 
behind, at or near the sacro-iliac synchondrosis. On the 
same day, having occasion to relieve his bowels, he noticed 
that faecal matter in a fluid state escaped from the posterior 
wound. During the following eight days, the same occur- 
red whenever he took anything into his stomach. The 
escape of faeces by the woun.d then ceased, and after a lapse 
of eight Bionths, when he came under my notice, this 
annoyance had never returned. Up to this time his bow- 
els had remained uniformly regular, and his health was 
now quite good. The anterior wound had long been 
closed, but the posterior wound had never ceased to dis- 
charge matter.. One large fragment of bone has escaped 
by this opening, and it is probable that others still remain, 
and that this necrosed bone is the sole cause of the perpe- 
tuation of the fistula. 

No treatment was ever adopted in this case, except the 
use of cool water dresdngs^ during the first few days. 

Case II. — At a meeting of the surgical section of the New 
York Academy of Medicine, held Nov. 28, 1863, Dr. Trow- 
-bridge, of Conn., presented a young man who had received 
a ball through the abdomen, and which had resulted in the 
formation of an artificial anus. The wounds closed at one 
time completely, and again opened, but finally closed again 
spontaneously, and now, afler the lapse of several weeks, 
showed no tendency to reopen. The movements of his 
bowels were regular, and he declared himself in the enjoy- 
ment of perfect health. 

Case III.— Sergeant Hank Davy, 100th N.Y.V., was 
admitted into the U.S. General Hospital, at Beaufort, 
S.C., July 24, 1863, having been wounded by a conical 
ball which entered in front, just below the pubes, at the 
root of the penis, and escaped behind, passing through the 
08 coccygis. The posterior wound was one and a half 
inches in diameter, and faeces were constantly passing at 
this opening. The bladder and urethra were not wounded. 

Aug. 15tn. — The scrotum became inflamed, and soon an 
abscess opened at its most depending pointy and discharged 
faeces. Sept 10th. — Both onfices have ceased to discharge 
i'seces. Oct 6th. — He was admitted into McDougall Gene- 
ral Hospital, Fort Schuyler, and I saw him about this time. 
He was then very feeble, and the posterior wound was 
again discharging faeces ; anterior wound discharging offen- 
sive pus. 

Nov. 1. — Went home on a. furlough, and during his 
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absence several small pieces of necrosed bone from the 
arch of the pubes escaped by the anterior wound, and the 
posterior wound closed permanently about the middle of 
January, 1864, the &ecal discharges having continued in 
all about six months. April 18th, 1864. — Be is still in the 
hospital, but completely recovered, except that his strength 
is not fiiUy restored, and the wound through his scrotum 
continues to discharge about a drachm of healthy pus daily. 
The treatment throughout has been simple, no surgical ope- 
ration or interference having been required. 

Several other similar cases have, from time to time, 
come under my notice, but I have preserved no notes or 
them. 

Cases IV., V., VL— Surgeon C. S. Wood, U.S.V., re- 
ports in the Amxrican Medical Times, Apnl 9th, 1864 
three cases which came under his observation after the 
battle of Gettysburg, in which a complete cure has been 
effected spontaneously. Although it is not stated nt what 
precise period the ftecal discharges ceased, it is infeired 
from the report that in none of the cases did the dis- 
charges contmue longer than a few weeks. The treatment 
consisted mainly in the free use of opiates during the first 
few days, employed for the purpose of controlling inflam- 
mation and to prevent extravasations. No surgical inter- 
ference was made in either case. 

Cass VII. — Dr. Waters, A. A. Surg., U.S.A., reports * 
case in which a ball entered two inches above the umbili- 
cus, and emerged three inches from the spine: f«culent 
matter escaped through the posterior orifice ; tne patient 
became greatly emaciated, but both orifices healed after a 
time; the posterior orifice subsequently reopened, and 
again discharged ^eces. Finally this man recovered com- 
pletely, and lefl the hospital " in perfect health." — ^Am. Msd. 
Times, July 4, 1863, p. 7. ^ 

Case VIIL— Dr. Kulison, Surgeon-in-chief to the 2d 
Cavalry Brigade, Buford's Division, has reported in the 
number for November 21, 1863, of the same journal, one 
example of wound by a carbine ball (Serge«mt Gilbert, of 
the 1st Mich. Cavalry), in which the missile penetrated 
near the umbilicus and was lodged. Faeces discharged 
from the wound for several days, and then ceased, the 
wound having closed spontaneously. 

Certain cases will be presented, however, in which sur- 
gical interference will sooner or later be demanded ; espe- 
cially does this interference become necessary when the 
fistula exists in the upper portions of the alimentary tube ; 
in which c&ses it is observed that the greater fluidity of the 
contents facilitates their escape, and the system is more 
seriously impoverished by the withdrawal of the alimentary 
substances before any considerable amount of their nutri- 
tious elements has been taken up by the lacteals. 

At first there exists only an adhesion of the outer wall 
of the intestine to the ab|lominal parietes ; but grfiduaUy, 
as the wound in the intestine cicatrizes, it becomes nar- 
rowed in its circumference, and the inner wall is made to 
approach the external orifice, until at length the tube forms 
with itself at this point an acute angle, of which the inner 
wall constitutes the apex, and projects so far into the ex- 
ternal wound as to form a sort of septum between the 
upper and lower portions of the canal. The contents of 
the intestine in their descent find it impossible to double 
this sharp promontory, and glide outwards through the 
wound. The lower portion of the canal falling into dis- 
use, becomes gradually contracted through its entire length, 
and thus after a time presents another serious obstacle to a 
permanent recovery. 

To these pathological dianges is sometimes added, in old 
cases, a protrusion of the mucous membrane, resembling 
prolapsus ani. 

If the fistula shows no tendeocy to close, the surgeon 
will first endeavor to favor this event by placing over the 
orifice a well adjusted pad, cjvered with oiled silk, so as to 
restrain* effectually the escape of the faeces, while at the 
same time the pressure must not be so great as to block up 
and completely obstruct the natural channel. 
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- Iq the event of the failure of this method, he may, io 
caae the orifice is small, excise the edges of the tegumentary 
wound and bring them together firmly with sutures and 
adhesive plasters, adopting in this case all the necessary 
precautions to ensure speedy union between the opposing 
surfaces. 

Finally, when the fistula has existed a long time, and the 
septum projects so far as to render the reestablishment of 
the original channel impossible untO it has been renjbved, 
a graduated compress should be made to press fairly into 
the wound, until it comes to bear efiectually upon the sep- 
tum ; or a hollow, flexible cylinder, or an elastic cylinder 
composed of curled hair and covered with oiled silk, may 
be introduced a certain number of hours each day, the 
cylinder being well secured from falling into the intestine 
by a strong ligature made fast without 

If none of these methods succeed in overcoming the 
obstacle, or if they occasion excessive irritation whenever 
they are employed, we can only adopt, as our last alterna- 
tive, destruction or division of the septum by a ligature. 
For this purpose we employ to the best advantage a piece 
of silver or other metallic wire, with which we may gra- 
dually, from day to day^ increase the ligation of the por- 
tion of intestine within its grasp, and thus secure its more 
prompt and effectual separation. In making this operation 
it may be necessary to enlarge the original wound, so as to 
enable the operator to introduce the £umb and forefinger 
of the left hand, with which he will seize upon the septum, 
and, pressine it between his thumb and finger, determine 
whether he is compressing anything but this single knuckle 
of intestine ; the needle, supported by a long and firm 
handle, and armed with the wire, will then be made to 
transfix the septum just beyond the finders ; after which, 
being brought out upon the opposite side, the two ends 
will be twisted together only very moderately, sb as to 
make the slightest pressure, it being desirable not to stran- 
gulate the intermediate structures, but only to determine 
sufficient inflammation to secure adhesion between the 
serous sur&ces. After the lapse of a few days the ligature 
may be tightened by a few additional turns, and in this 
way the surgeon may proceed until the separation of the 
ligature is accomplished. Indeed it would no doubt be 
entirely safe, after the ligature had remained in place a 
fortnight^ to cut the septum, and thus release the ugature 
witli a pair of scissors. 

It wul now remain to dose the external wound by the 
game operation, or by some modification of th&t wmch I 
have already described. • 

The forceps or clamps recommended by Dupuytren, and 
employed occasionally a few years ago, has, by almost uni- 
yereal consent, been laid aside as dangerous, from the rapi- 
dity and severity of its operation. 

Mr. Gkithrie calls attention to an instrument invented by 
Mr. Trant, for the purpose of pressing back the septum, 
without interfering with the passage of the fssces through 
the intestinal canal, and which proved successful in one 
instance in the hands of the inventor. He thinks it de- 
serves a further trial 

I ought not to omit also the caution given by Mr. 
Guthrie, not to employ excessive force in the attempt to 
displace the septum, lest we should cause a rupture of the 
adhesions existing between tlie parietes of the abdomen 
and the intestine, and thus give rise to fecal extravasations 
within the peritoneum. The pain, nausea, and prostration 
occasioned by undue pressure will probid)ly always give 
sufficient admonition of this danger. 

.Mr. Longmore mentions one case of permanent ftecal 
fistula as having come Under his notice in the Crimean 
war. He refers also to two similar cases reported-by Wil- 
liamson, as among the wounded returned from India, and 
to one other in a private,- wounded at Caleel in 1840. 

In the following examples, balls have entered the abdo- 
minal cavity and become lodged, but have finally made 
their exit by the anus : — 

Oabb L — ^In March, 1863, 1 saw in one of the hospitals 



at Louisville, Ky., Corporal English, who was wounded at 
the battle of Stone river, three months before, by a large cbni- 
cal ball, which entered the belly on the left side, near the an- 
terior superior spinous process of the ilium, and escaped by 
the rectum on the fortieth day. Matter was continuing to 
discharge by the rectum ; he was still confined to his be% 
and urination w^ attended with some pain, but the exter- 
nal wound had closed, his bowels were regular, and he 
seemed in a fair way for recovery. 

Gases IL and HI. — Surgeon Duchachet reports two 
ctees, one in the person of a lieutenant, 14th Ind. Yds., 
wounded at Chancellorsville by a conical ball, vrhich passed 
per rectum on the fifth day. The ball was " Very much 
battered and out of shape.'* The wound healed kindly, 
and a month later he went home on a furlough. The 
second case was in the person of a corporal of the 2d N. Y, 
Cavalry, who was wounded at Rockville, Md., July 28, 
1863, by a conical pistol ball, which entered the back, 
between the third and fourth lumbar vertebrse, and passed 
by the rectum on the seventh dayr He subsequently so 
far recovered as to be sent home 'on a furlough. — Am. Med. 
Times, Sept 19, 1863, p. 134. • 

Caso I V . — Surgeon Kulison mentions one *other exam- 
ple as having been presented in the person of a Confede- 
rate soldier wounded at Gettysburg, and who remained a 
prisoner in our hands. A Mini^ rifle-ball entered iust below 
the ensiform cartilage, and escaped, jper ano^ on the second 
day. This man had, at the time of the report, so far 
recovered as to be able to walk about. The ball was con- 
siderably battered. — Am. Med. Times, Nov. 21, 1863, p. 
242. 

Case Y. — ^Longmore reported a case of this kind in the 
London Lancet for 1856, vol. i., p. 606, and vol. ii., p. 437, 
in which the patient passed both the ball and a piece or 
cloth. This man died of albuminuria four years after the 
receipt of the wound. 

This is the same case to which Mr. Gkithrie has .referred 
as the only one reported from the Crimea. • 

When a ball enters the rectum, just above the sphinc- 
ters, it is very apt to be followed by the formation of ex- 
tensive sinus and troublesome fistula. Great care ought 
therefore to be taken in all such cases to insure a firee dia- 
charee of matter by large and depending incisions. 

Alter the baji^le of Manassas, on the 29th of August^ 
1862, my attention was called to a wound of the rectum 
near the anus. A private in the 105th N. Y. Tnf received 
a ball in the left nates, which traversed the rectmn and 
lodged itself in the right nates, and could not at first be 
found ; but in a few days after suppuration was establidied, 
it dropped out from the anus spontaneously. An extensive 
abscess formed in the loose areolar tissue of this region, 
which continued to discharge pus and fieces for many 
months, forming thus a complete fistula in ano. 
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Fibrinous Coagula of the Heart are Attracting much 
attention from patiiologists. At a recent meeting of the 
London Pathological S^iety, Dr. Cole presented a num- 
ber of specimens illustrating the formation of fibrinous 
coagula in the cavities of the heart, at a lon^ period before 
death. Most of these had undergone considerable soften- 
ing, the centre of some of them [consisting of a puriform 
fluid, bounded by a firm, smoothish surface like the walls 
of an abscess. Their nrmness, color, adherence to the 
walls of the heart, and changes taking place with them 
seemed to afford conclusive evidence of their formation 
having occurred some time before death. As the increased 
frequency of the heart's action in inflammatory afiections 
prevents the formation of these coagula, it has been sug- 
gested that a too liberal use of arterial sedatives may have 
the effect to &vor their formation. 

Dr. Schreber, of Leipzic, recommelhds the use of day at 
the most " energetic, the most innocent, the most simple, 
and the most economical of palliative applicatiODS to sur^ 
faces yielillng foid and moist discharges. 
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(Bri^inal Communifations. 

BISULPHURET OF CARBON AS A REMEtHAL 
AGENT. 

bt Wm. r. smith, M.D_ 



Th* object of this comrauDicatioii is to call the attentio* 
of tbe piofeaaioD to an article the merits of which do not 
seem to be generaUy Imowii, as it is not meationed in an^ 
of the st«ndard works on practice, nor in anv of the medi- 
cal jounialE. It is, I believe, conceded by.ali^ that our Rrat 
duty to our patients is, if possible, to relieve their suffer- 
ings ; for it is only when persons are racked with excru- 
ciating pain and are suddenly relieved that the true worth 
of the jthyNciim is fully appreciated. There ie not a phy- 
Bcian, I think, who has not felt the want of some arlicle 
that will p.ye immediate relief in severe cases of spasmo- 
dic and bilious colic We have such an article in the bi- 
sulpburet of carbon. It matters not how intense tbe spasm 
or severe the pain may be, within leas than fire minutes 
after the uipiication of the biaol. of carbon tbe patient will be 
eotiiely relieved, and tbe case cah then be treated on gene- 
ral principles. Uy mode of usin^ it is as follows : 9 . Car- 
bon bisuL ji. ; line camphor jiij.; M. With this solution 
I saturate a handkerchief and apply it over the seat of the 
pwn, and tell m^ patient when it begins to burn to 
let me know, for it is then time to remove it, as it bums 
like liquid fire ; but the pain from its appliniton only lasts 
a moment, and with it go all the original pain and spasm 
of the disesM. The part should then be frequentlj; bathed 
with the solution to prevent the return of pain, till your 
general remedieg act, when the cure is soon effected. The 
sdvant^^e of the bisoL of carbon over all other articles used 
for tlie same purpose is, its certuo and speedy action. I 
have used it for the last eight years, and it has never failed 
mo in a single case. Its application and usefulness are not 
confined merely to relieve pain and spasm, but in all col- 
lapsed conditions of the system ; if there be one spark of 
vitality left, it can be roused by applying the solution to 
ankles, wrist^ and spine. It wiU act when sinapisms and 
blisters would be powerless, I could instance other uses 
of the bisul. of carbon, such as its application along the 
track of the affected nerve in neuralgia, and tbe application 
of its vapor in infismmation of the eye ; but this article is 
now longer that I intended it shoald be. All 1 ask of my 
professronal brothers is to give it a trial, with the 
that it wiU not &il them in time of need. ' 



ON THE CONCENTRATION OF LIGHT, 

BT AH IHPROVID HKTBOD, 
TOR AtrSAI, L&BTBSOeCOPIC^ ABC OTHSB EZAUNATlOltS. 

Si U. H. HENHT, M.D. 

No apology need, I think, be offered for askiug a little 
q»ace in this journal for the purpose of laying before' i(a 
readers an account of what I regard an improvement in 
the means of ooncentrating light for aural, laryngoecopic, 
and other examinationa. 

The thought of attaching a lens or bull's-eye condecsor 
in front of an ordinair light, for ezuninlng the external 
ear or throat, suggested itself to me some years ago, and 
I have uaed it with much succesK. 
_ I recentl;f explained to Mr. Tiemann, the ini-trunient- 
~inaker, my idea of attaching a powutrtTL Lxxa on a ball 

AKD 8OCEET-J0IITT, AND THIS ADDED TO A STBOHO KIMa 

wiTB A TBtTHB-scBiw, SO that it might be portable and 
easily placed on any kind of burner fgaa) or lamp. I sug- 
MSted also a shade and reflector combined, to be placed 
behind the flame ; the light beinK thus int«n3ified and pro- 
tected againn cnrrents of air disturbing the examination. 



I hove just read with pleasure and profit the coudading 
Mrt of a " Lecture on the Laryngoscope," delivered at Uie 
Royal College of Physicians by Dr. George Johnson^ Pro- 
fessor of Ueijicine in King's College, and published in the 
London Lantxt of Uay 28, 1864, in which he describes so 
well the different means of producing a powerful light, that 
I am tempted to borrow his deacnption rather than pre* 
sent my own. I am also influenced to do so fiiDm the fact 
that he speaks of the bull's-eye condenser as an excellent, 
means of producing a strong and better light than that ob- 
tained by "Tobold'a Condensor." The illnstratjon will 
convey a more perfect idea of the improvement than any 
word-description I could offer in the same space. 



Dr. Johnson says : — " In the practice of laryngoscopy, 

whether in the examination of one's own larynx or tAst 
of others, it it of jirimary imparlance that tSe optrator 
thovld havt the power of rtadily changing Ott dirtctioa o/ 
the ligM, to at at once to adapt if to tht varying poaiHon of 
tin body, which i* often rtgmred for the thomigh eqihra- 
tion of ttie loryiw^" A feebler light, which can readilybe 
reflected in any required direction, is of more practical 
value in laryngo^opy than a stronger light which is fixed. 
Some laryngoscopista on the continent, and Dr. Walker 
of Peterborough, do not use the reflector for the purpose 
of lighting the throat ; but in place of it they get a direct 
illumination of the fauces by means of a concentrated fixed ' 
light. A globular bottie of water in front of a lamp is used 
Bg a powerful condensing lens. In this way, certainly, a 
very Drigbt light is obtained ; but the objections to this 
mode of illumination are :— Ist. That the apparatut it 
dwnsy and cannot be carried about; and 2d. The diiefob- 
jedion is 0tat the dtrtetton of the light amnot bt readily amd 
.intUmlimeouely made tofblUno the movementtofthtpatienft 
'hewi. The fact of the hght moving with the movements 
'of the operator, which some consider an objection to the 
'method of illuminating the throat by means of the reflector 
.on the forehead, does, in fact, constitute one of its chief 
advantages. 

With regard to the source of light, I find it not difficult 
to see and to demonstrate my own larynx, as well aa to 
examine the larynx of another by the light of an ordinary 
candle; hut a bright light renders the examination much 
earner and more satisfactory. The best artificial light is a 
moderator lamp or an argand gas-burner. The light may 
be much intensified by placing a metallic reflector be- 
hind the lamp and b_ bufl's-eye condensor at the proper 
focal distance in front," the flat side of the lens being next 
the lamp. I find that with a tingle bvlTt eye amdtntor I 
gel a 6dfcr Ught than viA JbftofcT* Condmtor^ which con- 
sists of three lenses in a brass tube, and which is a more 
cumbersome, as well as a more costly apparatus. 

Those passages which appear in italics, I myself marked ; 
for, whatever merit there may be in the improvement, it 
cannot, I think, bo more easily recognised than by con- 
trasting it with the other modes of illumination ; by taking 
into consideration its adaptability to all cases requiring a 
ready change in tiie direction of the light ; and lastly. 
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though not of less importance, its lightness and small size, 
enabling its being placed in the pocket when necessity re- 
quires an examination abroad. 

In using the laryngoscope with this light, there is no 
need of any reflector on the forehead. The hands of the 
operator are perfectly free to depress the tongue and apply 
local remedies. In examinations of the eye, the Ught fall- 
ing on the ophthalmoscope through the lens becomes 
softer, steadier, and of a winter hue — three important con- 
siderations to the ophthalmoscopist, and adding in no small 
degree to the comfort of the patient subjected to the exa- 
mination. 

42 WiOT l«th 8t^ H. T. 
May, 1804. 
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. BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

ERT8IPELA8. 

• 

Simple cutaneous erysipelas is, in this hospital, oftener 
seen upon thejace than elsewhere, though its occurrence 
upon the extremities is not unusual. It is seldom that a 
healthy, temperate person, living in a ^ood atmosphere and 
upon wholesome food, is attacked with this disease; on 
the contrary, the majority of onr cases occur either in such 
as have the equilibrium of the general health disturbed by 
some irregulurity or excess, or, as is more common, in 
those whose constitutions are vitiated ^d undermined by 
privation and intemperance, together with their concomi- 
tant train of evils, which may be comprehensively expressed 
by the term — bad hygiene. 

The constitutional nature of the disease is apparent from 
its mode of access — by headache, chills, anorexia, etc. ; its 
self-Umitation — ^the inflammation and swelling pretty uni- 
formly subsiding by the end of the first week ; and the 
decided tendency to asthenia which invaHably character- 
izes its more advanced stages. Although an attack of 
cutaneous erysipelas weakens and accelerates the pulse, 
and debilitates tne system, yet it is none the less true that 
the natural tendency is to recovery ; so much so, that we 
would not feel justified in losing an uncomplicated case. 
The therapeutics is readily deduced from the pathology ; 
we perhaps have fallen into a routine treatment, probably 
due to the fact that after our method the patients all do 
well. We will suppose a patient just admitted with facial 
erysipelas; after a few clinical inquiries, the nurse is 
directed to apply to the face a cloth wetted with the fol- 
lowing Iption : — B. Plumbiacetati 3 i. ; tr. opii 3 ii. ; aquae 
Oj. ; M. ; and to give internally tr. ferri muriatis, gtt. x. ad 
XV. every two to three hours, extra diet, as eggs, milk, and 
beef tea, with stimulants, are ordered pro re nata, and the 
bowels kept in a soluble state. This embraces the local 
and constitutional treatment through which nearly all such 
patients pass. In speaking of routinism, reiierence was 
specially made to the tinct of iron. The specific efiects 
claimed for this drug in erysipelas are by no means suscep- 
tible of proof; the popular error past hoc^ propter hoc^ has 
crept in here, and, together with usage, has lulled us into 
the indiscriminate exhibition of a remedy which, to say 
the least, is of doubtful eflScacy in a large proportion of 
cases. It is not intended to deny that the iron is useftil in 
a certain class of cases, but that it is'at all necessary or r«- 
qyired in every instance. We have already seen a sufficient 
number of patients affected with erysipelas, to whom no 
iron was administered, recover without an untoward symp- 
tom, to justify whatever scepticijsm we may entertain to- 
wards the ferruginous tonic. | 

Nearly the same remarks are applicable to the local 
treatment. We do not suppose that the lead and opium | 
wash possesses any inherent cumtive virtue peculiar to 
itself. We use it simply for its cooling and soothing in- 
fluence ; cold or tepid water, or any evaporing lotion, is 



just as efficient in mitigating the local symptoms as the 
wash of lead and opium. All that is required in the way 
of treatment is, to watch the pulse and general symptoms 
and support the system while the disease is running its 
natura^DOurse. The practice of endeavoring to limit the 
8preaa%f the inflammation by lines of nitrate of silver 
obtains with us neither favor nor success. 

When the disease upon the face is complicated with ery- 
sipelas of the mucous membrane hning the mouth and 
fauces, the prognosis becomes at once grave and alarming. 
fK the only two cases which have lately occurred in tno 
hospital one recovered after a severe illness, and the otlier 
died. A brief history of these cases may be of interest. 

Case 1.— A. P.^ *t. 18, admitted May 11th, 1863. Was 
attacked with facial erysipelas on the 10th inst ; the face is 
so much tumefied as to entirely close the eyes. Pulse 110, 
and patient irritable. Ordered lead and opium wash to the 
fiice ; tr. ferri mur. gtt x. every two hours, with opiates 
and beef tea. 12tL— She complains of pain and soreness 
in the mouth and fauces, with difficult deglutition; the 
tongue is red and swollen ; but she is unable to open the 
mouth widely enough to allow an examination of the fen- 
ces ; refiises to take food ; retching and vomiting whenever 
an effort is made to make her swallow ; nutrient enemata 
cannot be retained. The tinct of iron is now suspended. 
During the three days following, the pulse ranged firom 112 
to 120, and attempts were persistently made to nourish 
her by the mouth ; but it was vnth the greatest difficulty 
that we succeeded in getting the stomach to tolerate the 
smallest quantities of food ; iced milk seemed to be better 
borne than anything else. 16th. — ^Pulse 120 and very 
weak. She has to-day a noisy respiration; the greater 
part of the food, which consists of equal parts of milk and 
port veine iced, is wasted in efforts to make her swallow. 
3. Morph. sulph. gr. one-eighth every hour, and a blister 
over the stomach. The case is considered hopeless, as she 
appears to grow worse. 

18th. — Pulse 129, but the throat and gastric symptoms 
are better, and the swelling of the face begins to suoside. 
She now began to take more milk and .wine, and gradually 
improved up to the 22d, when convalescence was fairly 
established. In this case cloths vvrung out of whiskey 
were laid over the chest and abdomen, and covered with 
oiled muslin, with a view to get the stimulant absorbed by 
the integument, and we- think with success. No tincL of 
iron was given after the first day of treatment 

Case 2.— James W.. set 42, admitted Jan. 20, 1864. 
Suffering from gonorrhoeal ophthalmia of long standing. 
'Feb. 12tn was attacked with facial erysipel|is, which, during 
the 13th, extended over the entire head ; by the 15th it 
had passed down upon the neck, and he complained of 
dyspnoea. In the p.m. the pulse was 124 ; moderate deli- 
rium, with increased dyspnoea ; mouth sore and very red. 
Milk was now riven fi*eeiy, and he relished it better than 
anything yet taken. 16th. — Passed the night quite com- 
fortably ; breathing no worse ; erysipelas continues to ex- 
tend down towards the chest 17tli. — Died at 1 p.m. ; was 
seen an hour before death ; was then breathing easy and 
died of exhaustion. This patient was treated with lead 
and opium wash, tinct of iron, and the fauces brushed 
with a solution oi nitrate of silver, grs. xx. to the oonce. 

In cellulo-cutaneous or phlegmonous erysipelas, the 
treatment early and imperatively demanded is free inci- 
sions of the tense and tumefied parts, followed by poul- 
tices, with good food, tonics, etc. We are in the habit of 
using, as a poultice, oakum wet with warm water and 
covered with oiled muslin. ' '" 

We will conclude with the following interesting case. 
Richard H., set 40, admitted March 30th, 1864, with a 
lacerated scalp wound over the junction of the coronal 
with the sagittal suture. The wound was about two 
inches in length, and extended to the fpericraniuro. On 
the 31st he was attacked vdth facial erysipelas upon the 
left side, attended with much constitutional disturbance — 
headache, vomiting, and a rapid pulse. By the next day 
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the erysipelas had travelled over the mesian line, and up 
upon the forehead to the edge of the hair. April 6th. — 
The inflammation began to subside, and a rapid convales- 
cence ensued. At no time was the scalp injury at all 
afiected by the disease, although the inflammation extended 
to within an inch of the wound. When we consider the 
liability of scalp wounds to couEecutive erysipelas, and that 
this liability was so materially enhanced in the present in- 
stance by a residence in tlie hospital, it is extraordinary 
that this injury and erysipelas should coexist in such close 
proximity, and mutually remain unafi'ected and independ- 
ent of eacn other. 



dtf.S. GENERAL HOSPITAL, CHRISTIAN STREET, 

PHILADELPHIA. 

KEPOET ON EEFLEX PARALYSIS, 

Bt 8. Wra MiTCHXLi, M.D. : Osa R. Mokxhovsx, lfJ>. ; akd Wm. 

W. KsEM, Jb., M.D. 

iCantinued from page 294.) 
CASE II. — Flesh wound of right thigh, without w^und 

OF ANY LABGE NERVE ; COMPLETE PARALYSIS OF ALL FOUR 
LIMBS ; SPEEDT RECOVERY OF THE LEFT ARM, TARDY RE- 
COVERY OF THE OTHER LIMBS; SUBSEQUENT ANALGESIA OF 
THE RIGHT SIDE. 

Jacob Demmutk set. 21, Swiss, enlisted July, 18G1, com- 
pany " D," 108tn New York Vols., a man somewhat below 
the average standard of height, of lymphatic temperament, 
and moderate inteUigence. Reports himself as healthy up 
to the date of his wound, which took place at Predericks- 
burg, December 13, 1862. He was marching at double- 
quick when a fragment of shell, as large as a musket 
ball, struck his right thigh, at the junction of the upper and 
middle thirds, directly over the femoral artery. The frag- 
ment did not enter deeply, but merely lodged in the leg, 
and was removed a day later without injury to the vessel. 

Effect of Wound, — He fell half conscious, and although 
aware that he was wounded, he could not fix on the site of 
the injury until he had examined the limb. He felt in- 
stantly a burning pain in both feet, in front of the right 
chest and in the right arm, and in the right thigh about 
the wound. At first he "#88 entirely powerless, but after 
a few minutes the power of the left arm returned, leaving 
him paralysed as to mofSon in the right arm and in both 
legs. Ho lay on the field twenty-four hours, the weather 
being very cold. Sensation was defective in all the, parts 
paralysed as to motion. He had no pain in the back, but 
the burning pains alluded to above continued for a long 
time, and were always eased by cold applied to the wound. 
While the wound was healing he had headache and diffi- 
cult, painful micturition. The wound closed in four weeks. 
During this period he regained the power to move the 
right arm feebly and slowly, although perfectly as to ex- 
tent The pain in the side and feet also diminished, and 
the former disappeared altogether at a later period. He 
could not stand, however, or lift his legs from the bed at 
the time the wound healed, but there was then no head- 
ache or difficulty with the bladder or rectum. January 28, 
1863, he was sent to Waskington, where he improved so 
as to be able to walk with the help of a cane. His subse- 
quent transfer to West Philadelphia caused a relapse ; the 
pains returned, the paralysis increased, and he walked with 
difficulty on crutches. June '4, entered the Christian St. 
Hospital. 

Present State, — Movement — The patient is partially para- 
plegic. He has some power to move the thighs when 
wing down, but cannot lift the legs firom the bed. Below 
the knee all motion is lost, except a slight power of flexing 
the smaller toes in both feet. Pressure upon the cicatrix 
caui»e8 feeble twitching of the anterior muscles of the ri^ht 
thigh ; both legs are subject to cramp and twitching, which 
increase at night. The left arm is strong; the right arm 
has all the normal movements, but all are slowly and 
feebly executed. 

tSensation, — He has shooting pains which start from the 
seat of the wound, and dart down the thigh to the knee. 



No other pain exists at present, but there is still a good 
deal of burning sensation in both feet alike. Localizing 
sensibility perfect everywhere. Tactile sensation norma^ 
or very nearly so, in all parts of his body ; no loss of sense 
of pain in the skin. Pressure or pinching of the muscles 
gives him more than the usual pain, so the muscjes (of both 
legs, especially below the knees) may be regarded as 
affected with hyperajstliesia of common sensation. The 
left arm is in all respects normal ; the right arm Is also free 
firom lesions' of sensibility. 

Nutrition. — There is no special atrophy of individual 
groups of muscles, but both legs are slightly wasted ; the 
right arm not at all so. The legs below the knees are 
relaxed and cold ; the feet are congested, but not swollen 
to any marked extent. Along the edges of both soles there 
are singular purple and blue mottled spots, which he says 
existed from the time his boots were fii st taken oflT, twenty- 
four hours after he was wounded. It is possible that these 
marks are due to frost-bite. * The muscles of the legs are 
about equally irritable to induced electric currents. Un- 
fortunately, no very perfect electric examination of their 
condition was made- at this period. 

Treatment, — Regarding the case as one of reflex paralysis 
chiefly, he was ordered to have rough frictions, with cold 
to the spine, and to take the twentieth of a grain of strych- 
nia three times a day. Under this treatment the cramps 
and twitchings increased, so that after three weeks the 
strychnia was abandoned. Every future attempt to repeat 
its employment caused the same increase of annoyance, 
without correspondent benefit, so that it was finally laid 
aside as useless or worge. About the middle of August a 
blister was placed on the cicatrix, with the efiect of greatly 
relieving the burning in both feet At the same time he 
was ordered to use the hot and cold douche to the spine 
alternately, and faradized daily. The electricity was per- 
sistently employed during two months, and a month later 
he was also treated with iron and quinine, porter, and 
liberal diet The electric treatment caused a rapid amelio- 
ration of his case, so that he s^n left his bed and began to 
walk on crutches. Early in November he ceased to im- 
prove, and the treatment was abandoned. At this time he 
could use his right arm well and quickly, and walked un- 
aided, although with a little unsteadiness of gait No 
close examination was made as to his sensibility until Dec. 
3j 1863. because during this time he had been able to give 
aid in tne wards, and made no complaint, except of more 
or less constant aching in the dorsal and lumbar regions of 
the spine. About December 3, he was closely inspected 
fo» discharge, when the following notes were taken : — 

J/(Oft*on.---Go<:Ki in left arm ; not so perfect in right arm. 
Both legs somewhat weak, so that he shuffles a little in 
walking, the worst movement being that of extension in 
the toes of the right foot. 

Sensation, — ^Tactile sensibility feeble in the right leg and 
right arm, but nowhere entirely lost ; it is normal in the 
left leg and left arm. The sense of touch is first found to 
be feeble below the navel, on the right side. It lessens in 
perfection to the knee, and is better below that part, espe- 
cially on the inside of the calf, being worst in the foot 
Tickling the sole causes no sensation of tickl\pg on either 
side. 

Pain, — There is absolute loss of sense of pain in the 
right leg, belly, chest, and arm, with somewhat lessened 
sensibDity to pain on the left side also. In many localities 
he was able instantly to tell by the altered sensibility when 
the needle point crossed the median hne ; in others this 
was more difficult. So complete was this analgesia, that 
the most intense faradization of the nails of the right hand 
or of the right nipple caused not the least sensation. The 
penis remained sensitive, bu* all over the right side he 
could be cut or stuck full of needles without evincing the 
least consciousness of anything but a touch. The sense 
of temperature was good in the left leg, confused and un- 
certain at the upper third of the right uiigh, and lost below 
the knee, where a heat of llO^ Fahrenheit was felt as a 
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touch only when the sponge wetted with hot water was 
appUed. On the foot of the right side this degree of heat 
was unfelt in any form. Higher heat caused reflex move- 
ments, which did not tend to remove the Umb from the 
irritant^ but were merely convulsive in their character. 
Intense cold also gave rise to these irregular movements. 

JSheiric Ejcamiruxtiian, — ^There was some difficulty in de- 
termining the state of the muscles as to their electnc sensi- 
bility, owing chieflv to the want of intelligence in the 
patient) and to the mpt that he spoke an impure German 
patois, which made it no easy task to obtain from him a 
clear statement of his feelings. The electro-muscular con- 
tractility is sli^htlv diminished in the right leg and arm ; it 
is mudi impaired in the extensors of the toes on both 
sides ; everjr where the muscles respond slowly. The pa- 
tient was discharged Dec. 14, 1863. 



^tueritau W^t)ka\ Wims. 



SATUEDAY, JUNB 26, 1864 

ARMY MEDICAL MUSEUM. 

Sir Hsnrt Holland recently remarked to a prominent 
member of Government, that nothing had interested him 
so much in his present visit to this country as the Army 
Medical Museum at Washington. No one who carefully 
reviews this magnificent collection of specimens, iUustrative 
of the improvements in the missiles of war and their de- 
structive effects, and also the pathology of diseases incident 
to armies in the field and in camp, can fail to form a high 
estimate of the value of this national museum. And yet it 
is stated that the remark of the distinguished foreigner 
saved the collection firom destruction. We would fain 
doubt if there can be so slight an appreciation of this 
'great National Museum as this statement would imply 
on the part of any member of Government Of this, 
however, we are certain, that the profession are not suf- 
ficiently informed of the value of this collection of mor- 
bid anatomy and of illustrations of military surgery. ' Few 
medical men have any knowledge of its extent and com- 
pleteness, for Uttle has been published in regard to H, 
and it is seldom visited by physicians. Wie .earnestly de- 
sire to awaken such an interest in the medical profession 
in regard to this institution as shall not only prevent 
its being sacrificed, but lead to its being more vigorously 
sustained by Government 

The plan of the Museum originated with Suboeok-Gi- 
29^AL Hammond, and may be regarded as one of the fiiiits 
of that effort which placed at the bead of the Medical De- 
partment a thoroughly scientific man as well as an accom- 
plished medical officer. The scheme was regarded by many 
as visionary, but the majority of the army surgeons have 
given it their unvarying support The temptation is very 
great to retain those specimens which fall to each surgeon 
in his practice for future study and as trophies of his skill ; 
but the medical staff, with their accustomed generosity, 
have contributed without reserve everything of value 'to 
the Museum. The original project of GeN. Hammond was 
to establish an Army Schookin connexion with the ' Mu- 
seum, at which a course of special lectures were to be 
given on military surgery and hygiene, and on anatomy, 
materia medica, jurisprudence, etc., to those who were 
about to enter the army service. In this part of his 



undertakmg he followed the English and French plans of a 
government school in which the future army surgeon was 
to receive special training for his subsequent duties. A 
corps of competent teachers were engaged, and the com- 
mencement of the course of lectures had been fixed. But 
with the removal of the Suboeon-General firom active 
duties at the head of the bureau, the school was aban- 
doned. This failure to organize a school in immediate con- 
nexion with the Museum wiU prove a great misfortune to 
the future medical staff. No ordinary school can thproug^ily 
prepare its graduates for all the duties of an army surgeon. 
Much of the instruction must be of a special charactei^ 
with means of illustration, such as this Museum and the 
neighboring miUtary hospitals present We hope yet to 
see the plan of an Army Medical School fully carried out 
at the seat of €k>vemment 

The Museum is divided into the Medical and Surgical 
portions, the specimens being arranged upon either side of • 
a gallery. The Surgical Division is in charge of Frederick 
ScnAFBiRT, late Curator of the University of Penn., and 
formerly associated with Lanoenbeok, a most skilful artist 
in the preparation of morbid specimens. Nothing, indeed, 
can exceed the delicacy of touch manifest in the prepara- 
tion and mounting of die specimens in this division. Each 
preparation is so arranged as to admit of the most accu- 
rate study, without disturbing its position and relations. 
The surgical specimens, taken as a series, illustrate for- 
cibly a vast number of disputed points in military surgery, 
and afford abundant food for reflection to the thoaghtful 
surgeon.* Here he may l^am that trephining is not to be 
discarded in gunshot wounds of the cranium ; that balls 
lodged should be early removed, even if an extended search 
is necessary, and especially when in contact with bone ; 
that delay in the union of compound firactures is often due 
to the interposition of foreign Ibodies, as balls, necrosed 
bone^ that resections of the knee-joints after gunshot 
wounds are, for the most part^ failures. We cannot esti- 
mate the value of such a collection, when complete in aU 
departments of surgical praptice, on the progress of Ame- 
rican military surgery. The number of ]^)6cimeD8 now 
mounted exceeds 1200, and there is a large and rapidly 
accumulating collection awaiting preparation. 

The Medical Division is in charge of A. J. Sohafhibt, 
son of the Curator of the surgical portion, who exhibits 
the same rare abilities in the mounting of specimens. In 
this division th^ preparations are for the most part wet, and 
for the first time we here find specimens so displayed that 
we can study them with the utmost ease, and to the same 
advantage as the dry specimens upon the opposite aide of 
the gallery. Though the number of specimens in the me- 
dical is much more Umitedthan in the surgical, yet we find 
here series of the greatest importance illustrating the pa- 
thology of the diseases of the camp and the field. The first 
series represent those diseases of the larynx described by - 
Dr. R. E. Browne, who presented them as "gangrene of the 
larynx." They are regarded by Db, Woodward, however, 
as scorbutic ulcerations — a very common complicadon, in his 
opinion, of many diseases. A second series beautifully 
illustrates the lesions in camp-fever, typhoid, or typho- 
malariaL A third exhibits tubercular ulcerations of the in- 
testines at several different points in the same subject 
But we cannot specify the many subjects for study which 
these beautifully prepared specimens suggest An accurate 
descriptive catalogue is kept, in which is entered the history 
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of each specimeD, as given by the surgeon who presents it, 
and a minute account of the critical examination to which 
it is subjected before it is finally placed upon the shelves. 

The Museum fund is limited, consisting of small appro- 
priations by Congress, but the very best use is made of the 
means at its disposal Great economy is practised in the 
purchase of materials, and by the redistillation of alcohol, a 
supply is obtained from that which is rejected for other 
purposes, or is contraband. 



SAKITABT SURVEY OF NEW TOBK. 

TflE Citizens* Association has undertaken, among other re- 
forms, a complete and thorough sanitary inspection of New 
York City. The work is being done by competent medical 
men, under the direction of a Central Medical Council at- 
tached to the Association. This council is entitled, "The 
Council of Hygiene and Public Health," and the officers are 
— t^sident. Dr. Joseph M. Smith ; Secretary, Dr. E. Har- 
ris. The Sanitary Survey is designed to inquire^minutely 
into the health of the people, rich and poor alike ; the con- 
dition of dwellings, and especially tenement hoyses ; the 
state of the streets, etc, etc. It is intended by this inves- 
tigation of medical men to arrive at positive knowledge of 
the amount of preveutible disease existing in New 'York, 
the location of insalubrious quarters, the peculiar habitats 
of typhus, small-pox, etc., etc., and the conditions on which 
the alarming prevalence of these diseases depends. This 
survey has already developed some startling facts, and will, 
we believe, be productive of a great good, especially to the 
laboring classes. The Association has opened a '* Com- 
plaint Book" at its rooms, 813 Broadway, and the people 
are invited to make their compliunts under promise of 
prompt relief. This voluntary sanitary inspection com- 
mends itself to the medical profession, and, we hope, will 
receive its hearty cooperation. 



THREE CASES OP DIPHTHERIA. 

[To the Editor of the Ambbioah Mxdioal Timsb.] 

Sir — On the 12th day of Februarv last I met in consultation 
Dr. Graettinger, of this place, who a few days previously 
had lost a son four years of age by diphtheria, and was 
greatly alarmed at two more of his children, a daughter of 
nve and a half years and a son of two aud a half years, 
bein^ attacked by the same disease about twenty-four 
hours previously to our meetiuc^. I referred him to an 
article by Dr. Famsworth, published in No. VI. Vol. VIII. 
of the Amxrioah MsniOAL Tncis, recommending the einploy- 
ment of persulphate of iron in this disease, but Dr. G. de- 
dined its use. In the meantime I had been called to a 
patient, a boy six years old, whose tonsils, uvula, and throat 
were entirefV covered with diphtheritic exudation, with 
symptoms of variola. I commenced the treatment accord- 
ing to Dr. Famsworth's method. The following day Dr. 
G. informed me that the disease was advancing in both of 
his children, and requested me to visit them. I found the 
older child was very low, the prounger more hopeful To 
the latter I immediately applied the persulphate of iron, 
and gave the liquor ferri muriat internally. With the 
former child Dr. G. continued his usual mode of treatment, 
viz. caustics locally and tonics internally. After a few 
hours the progress of the disease in the younger child was 
arrested, and perhaps chan^d for the better, while the 
older one was manifestly getting worse, and seemed almost 



beyond hope. In this critical state we commenced with 
her the same treatment, and eighteen hours afterwards I 
found both patients improving, aud in about four days they 
were fully restored to health. My patient with variola 
recovered in about the same time, and two days after the 
disappearance of the diphtheria the variola commenced to 
dr^. The three patients now enjoy perfect health. I 
might also mention that patches of diphtheria appeared 
near the genitals of the boy of Dr. G., but soon nealed 
afler the application of the persulphate of iron. On the 
fiflh day afler the children were attacked, there appeared on 
the right tonsil of the mother a distinct diphtheritic exuda- 
tion, accompanied by a painful tumor, which, however, 
disappeared after one application of the same remedy. In 
the name of my colleague. Dr. Graettinger, I express my 
sincere thanks to Dr. Famsworth, whose article referred to 
above has, I believe, been the means of saving the Uvea of 
these children. Yours, etc. 

R. 
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CIBCULAE LETTEB. 

SURGBOir-QBinEBAL^ OmOB. 

WAUimeTOHf D.G., Jane 18, 1864. 
To fiMrflitate the errest of desertert fh>ai U.S.A. Oenenl Hoeplt»1a, 
the Bo^eoD-tn-charge, as soon as deserUon Is ascertained, will report 
the ;llMt dlreet (and with eopy of Descriptive List) to the ProToet« 
Marshal of the distriet in which the hospital is located, and to sach 
other Provost-Marshals as might he of immediate aid in making the 
arrest. 

This In addition to the Begnlar Beports* of Deserters sent to the Pro- 
Tost-Marshal Ctoneral*s Bareao. 
By order of the Aeting Burgeon-Oeneral : 

0. H. OBAira, 

Swrgto%t VJSJL, 



OIBGULAB LETTEB. 

Hbasquabtzes, Dbpakthknt or tbb Obio,. 

Mbdioal DiniOTOB^s Ofvios, 
Kmozvilub, Txmh., Jvkb 1, ISM. 

Upon the death of a soldier in this Military Department— whether in 
hospital or in the Held— the Chaplain, wherever one Is on duty, and in 
all other oases the Snrgeon, is instructed, whenever praeticable, to cause 
the fUMK rankf company^ regrimefUl, age^ daU^ and oatt§e </ d^th^ 
Lt€ plao4 <^ r4dd0ne4t and any other items deemed of importance re- 
lating to the deceased, to be legibly written upon white paper, with 
ink, and to place this record in a bottle, to be well corked, and depo- 
aited in the oofOn, at the foot of the body, before burlsL 

JOSIAH ClTBTia, 

Surgetm UJS.V,^ Act JUd, JHtsetor, 



OIBCULAB LETfEB. 

8cBenoH>GmnmAL> Omen. 
Wasbimqtom, D.O., June 14, 1864. 

The following extracts from a circular, issued by the Commissary 
General of Prisonera, are published for the information of all medical 
•ffloers oonoemed: 

OmoB or CoMMtiSABT OurnnAL or PBisovm, 
Wasuxotoh, D.C, April 80, 1864 

in.^The hospital will be nqder the Immediate charge of the senior me- 
dical offlcer present, who will be held responsible to the commanding ofBoer 
for its good « order and the proper treatment of the sick. A fnnd for 
this .hospital wUl be created as for other hospitals. It wlU be kept 
separate from the frind of the hospital for the troops, and will be ex- 
pended for the oliject spedfled, and In the manner prescribed in para- 
graph ms, Berised Begulationa for^ the Army of 18498, except that the 
requisition of the medical officer in charg^ and the bill of purchas^ 
before payment, shall be approved by the comnoanding offlcer. "When 
this **ftand'' is sufficiently large, it may be expended also tor shirts snd 
drawers for the sick, the expense of washing clothes, arUdes for pollo- 
ing pufposes, and all articles and ol^ects indispensably necessary to pro- 
mote the sanitary condition of the hoq>itaL 

IT.— Surgeons in charge of hospitals where there are Prisoners of 
War .win make to the OommlMary Qeneral of Prisoners, throng the 
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to 100 rations. 



commanding officer, semi-monthly reports of deaths, giying names, 
rank, regiment, and company ; date and plaoe ct captnre ; date and 
caase of death ; place of interment, and No. of grave. Effects of de- 
ceased prisoners will be taken possession of by the 'commanding officer, 
the money and valuables to be reported to this Office (see note on blank 
reports), the clothing of any value to be given to such prisoners as 
require it Money left by deceased prisoners, or accruing fcom the sale 
of their effects, will be pla^ to the Prison Fund. 
The ration for Issuo to prisoners will bo composed as follows : 

Pork, or Bacon • .. .10 <iz. (In lieu of Fresh Beefl) 

Fresh Beef 14 do. 

Flour, or Soft Bread 16 do. 

Hard Bread 14 do. (in Hen of Floor or 8oft Bread.) 

Com Meal 10 do. (in lien of Flour or Bread.) 

Beans, or Peas 18ilbs.i 

Or Bice, or Hominy 8 do. 

Soap 4 do. 

Vinegar 8 qts. 

Salt SXibs. . 

Potatoes 15 do. J 

Sugar and Coffee, or Tea, will be issued only to the sick or wounded, 
on the recommendation of the Surgeon-in-charge, at the rate of twelve 
(12) pounds of Sugar; live (6) pounds of ground or seven (7) pounds of 
green Coffee, or, one (1) pound of Tea, to the hundred rations. This 
part of the ration will be allowed only for every other day. 

The difference between the ration as above established, and the ration 
allowed by law to soldiers of the U.S. Army, constitutes the " savings" 
from which is formed the '' Prison Fund." 

Y III.— The Prison Fund is a credit with the Subsistence Depart- 
ment, and, at the request of the Commissary (General of Prisoners, may be 
transferred by the Commissary General of Subsistence in manner pre- 
scribed by existing Kegulatlons for the transfer of Hospital Fund. 

XVI.— When prisoners are serloosly ill, their nearest relatives, being 
loyal, may be permitted to make them short visits; but under no other 
circumstance will visitors be admitted without the authority of the 
Commissary Qoneral of Prisoners. At those places where the guard Is 
inside the indosure, persons having official business to transact with 
the Commander or other officer will be admitted for such purposes, but 
will not be allowed to have any communication with prisoners. 
, By o.der of the Acting Surgeon-General : 

a IL CSANB, 

Surgeon^ U.8.A. 



ARMY. 
ORDERS, CHANGES, dec. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Dr. George P. De Grass!, of New Jersey, to be Assistant-Surgeon of Yo* 
lunteers, June 7, 1864. 

Edward Yuelltner, Crane Brush, and Francis "W. McEvoy, of New 
Yoric, Edward Yon Wyck, of Maryland, John Black and James Gra- 
ham, of Pennsylvania, C. L. De Vilieneuve, of New Htimpshire, Gus- 
tavus Bubenzer and Heury Xruger, U.S.Y., to be Hospital. Stewards 
U.8.A 

BV8IO NATIONS. 

Surgeon F. G. Snelllng, U.S.Y., to Uke effect June 11, 1804 

DI80HASGK8, DISMISSALS, BTa 

Surgeon Arad Parks, 8Sd Iowa Yols., honorably discharged, having ten- 
dered his resignation on account of pbyslftal disability. 

Surgeon M. B. Gage, 20th Wisconsin Yols., honurably discharged for 
the same cause. 

Assistant-Surgeon Walter B. Morrison, 8d Michigan Yola, honorably 
mustered out, having tendered bis resignation on account of the expira- 
tion of the term of service of bis regiment 

Hospital Steward Joseph Ashdaio, U.S.A., dishonorably discharged for 
incompetenoy resulting from intemperate habits. 

OBDKRft. 

The following named medical officers are relieved from duty at their 

§ resent stations, and will report in person without dolay to Assistant 
urgeon-General H. C. Wo<»d, U.S.A., at Louisville, Ky.: Surgeons J. 
H. Grove, N. F. Marsh, and John G. Hatchitt, U.S.V. 

Surgeon Ebenezer Swift, U.S.A., is relieved from duty in the Depart- 
ment of the South, and will report to the Commanding General, De- 
partment of the North- WtrSt, to relieve Surgeon Thomas j£ Gutty, U.S.A., 
as Medical Director. 

Surgeon Getty on being relieved will report to the Commanding Gene- 
ral, Department of the East, fur assignment to duty. 

Surgeon 8. W. Gross, U.S.Y., is relieved from dntv in the Depart- 
ment of the Soutb, and will report to the Commanding General, De- 
partment of the So^quehanna. 

A8SIONKXKT8. 

Hospital (Chaplain W. F. Talbot, U.S. A., to the Department of the 
South. 

Surgeon D. A. Morse^ 102d Ohio National Guards, to report to Assis* 
tant burgeon-General >\o<^, U.S.A., for duty with the army under c«>m- 
mand of Major-General Sherman. 

Siuveon K. A. Christiao. U.S. V., as Surgeon-in-charge, General Hospi- 
tals Turner's Lane, rhlludelpbia. Pa. 

Sunjeon F. Wolf, U.S.Y., to Hospitals of 2d Corps, White House, Va. 

Assisunt-Surgeon W. O. MacDonald, U.S.Y., to Depot Hospitals, White 
House, Ya. 

Surgeon H. A. Martin, U.6.Y., as Superintendent of Operative Sor* 



gery, of hospitals and of transportation of sick and wounded of 8d 
Corps, Army of the Potomac 

Assistant-Surgeon J. S. Ely, U.8.Y., to Hospitals of Otb Corps, White 
House, Ya. 

Assistant-Surgeon T. B. Pooley, U.6.Y., to Depot Hospitals, White 
House, Ya. 

Acting Assistant-Surgeon J. H. Coover, U.S. A, to General Hospital, An- 
napolis, M<l. 

Acting Ansistant-Surgeon J. J. Cockrill, U.S.A., to General Hospital, 
Patterson Park, Baltim<»re, Md. 

Snrgeon G. S. Palmer, U.S.Y., as Surgeon-in-charge, Division No. 2, 
General Hospital, Annapolia, Md. 

Medical Cadet H. Lautenbach, U.S. A, to General Hospital, Pattenoa 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 

Assistant-Surgeon G. B. Parker, U.S.Y., to Camp Parole Hospital, Aa- 
napolis, Md. 

Surgeon G. M. Kellog^U.S.Y., as Medical Director (General Crooks* 
command. Department of West Yirginia. 

Surgeon W. D. Stewart, U.S.Y., as Medical Director, General SlgePs 
command, Department of West Yirginia. 

Surgeon W. U. Gobrecht, U.S.Y., as Snrgeon-ln-charge, Officers* Hospi- 
tal. Fairmount, near Cincinnati, O. 

Assistant-Surgeon W. W. Wythes, U.S. Y., as Executive Officer, Asylum 
Hospital, Kooxville, Tenn. 

Surgeon A. L. Cox, U.S.Y., as Sorgeon-ln-charge, General Field Hospi- 
tal Kingston, Ga. 

Assistant-Surgeon M. C. Wood worth, U.S.Y., as Snrgeoa-in-chai|^ Ge- 
neral Field Hospital, Besaca, Ga. 

Surgeon Geo^e F. French, U.S.Y., to doty establishing General Hospi- 
tals, Kome, Ga. ^ 

Surgeon S. E. Fuller, U.B.Y., as Baigeon-ln-chaige, <3eneral Hospital 
Ne. 14, Nashville, Tenn. 

Surgeon R. D. Lynde, U.8.Y., as Snrgeon-in-Chief; 8d Division, 4th 
Corps, Army of the Cumberland. 

Surgeon Adam Hammer, U.S.Y., as Surgeon-in-charge, Marine Hospital, 
St Louis, Ma 

Assistant-Surgeon J. A. White, U.S.Y., to Camp Distribation, New Or- 
leans, La. 

Assistant-Snrffeon J. W. Applegate, U.B.Y., as 8nrgeon-ln-charge, Ge- 
neral Hospital No. 4, Beaufort, S. C. 

Assistant-Surgeon H. M. Kirke, U.S.Y., as Snigeon-in-charge, (General 
Hospital No. 6, Beaufort 6. C. 

Assistant-Surgeon E. D. Bnckman, U.S.Y., as Burgeon-tn-charge, Gene- 
ral Hospital Na 6, Beaufort, 8. a 

Assistant-Surgeon J. F. Huber, U.8.Y., as Siugeon-in-oharge, General 
Hospital No. 8, Beaufort, 8. C. 

SurgeoA Alfred Wynkoop, U.S.Y., as Health Offloer, Hilton Head, 
B. 0. • 

laSOBLLANMUS. 

So much of Special Orders No. 142, current series, from the War De* 
partment as dismissed Assistant-Surgeon James Fulton, 148d Pennsyl- 
vania VoU., is revoked, and he is honorably discharged. 

Camp Fry, Augusta, Me., and the Barracks at, Albany, N. Y., have 
been turned over to the Medical Department for hospital purposes. 

The 'I'reasury Department has decided that the law increasing the pay 
of Cadets at the Al Iitary Academyv West Point, N. Y., does not in- 
crease the pay of*Me< ioil Cadets of the U. S. .\rmy. 

The War Departmiut has decided that under the law of AjmII 9, 1804, 
Chaplains cannot receive commutation of fuel and quarters. 

The Barracks at Keadville, Mass., have been turned over to the Medical 
Department for hospital purposes. 

Plaus and estimates are being prepared for tbe erection of an Eye and 
Ear infirmary at Cbieago for the use of the United States Army Medical 
Department 

Since the commencement of General Grants campaign 1,000 Snrgeons 
and Nurses have been sent to tbe Army ot the Potomac, of whom 194 
were private physicians of the Yolunteer Aid Corjis, ^ Contract or 
Acting Assistant-Surgeons, 9 Kegolar Smgeons, and 775 Nurses. 

By direction of the President the appointment of Gustavfls A. Bingel 
as Assistant-Surgeon U.S.Y., is revoked, he having declined to accept 
his commission as such on account of physical diswiUty. 

The barracks at Camp Parole, Annapolis, Md.. will be turned over to 
the Medical Department for temporary occupation by slightly wound- 
ed (^eers and enlisted men. Colonel A. H. Boot 94th New Yoi^ Yols., 
will continue in command, and organise the troops arriving in such a 
manner that military discipline, correctness of records, and prompt re- 
turn to duty can be secured. * 

I'o complete his record Charles Brackett Is mustered into service as 
Assistant-Surgeon 9th Illinois Cavalry, to date February 1, 1802. 

A Board to consist of tbe following named •officers will assemble in 
Waehington, D.C., on the 15th day of Jane, 1804, to examine into and 
report upon Professor E N< Horeford's invcstlgatiuns relative to the 
Army Marching Kation : — 

It Colonel Charfes Ihomas, Assistant Qnartermaster-Qenera]; J. M. Ooyler, 
Medical Inspector U.S. A ; A. C. Hamlin, Medical Inspector U.8.A. ; M. 
D. L. Simpson, Assistant Com. Gen. bubs. U.S.A.; George Bell, Com. 
Subs. U.S. A ; Captain G. A Pierce, Assistant-Quartermaster U. S. Yols. 
The Junior member will act as Itecorder. 

Husplul Steward O. P. Whurton, U.S.A., has been reduced to th 
ranks for drunkenness, and will be sent under guard to Newport Ba • 
racks, Ky., and delivered to the Superintendent Uegiraental Keemiting 
Service, 13th U.S.I., for assignment to that regiment 

A Board, to consist of ^uIgeon Charles McDougall, U.S.A., Surgeon* 
General W. J. Dale, of Ma^suohnsetts, Captain E, K. C4Mnp,' Assistant- 
Qtuu-termoster U.S.A., will meet at Worcester, Mas^., on the 22d of June. 
IbOl, to procure a lease of the site and buildings, and prepare plaus ana 
estimates of ail necessary additions and alterations for the conversion 
of the Euluctic College at that place into a General Hoepital of one 
th()U^and beds. 

So much of General Orders No. 911, series of 1809, ftrom tbe War De- 
partment as dismissed Surgeon Ferris Jacobs, U.;^. Y., has beea revoked, 
and his resignation aooepted from December 22, 1862. 

Surgeon N. H. Durby, U.S.Y., is sick at Jeflbrson Hospital, Jeffsrson • 
ville, ind. 
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AbdomeD, gunshot wounds of, 16, 217, 229, 253. 

Acupressure,' comparative merits of, 150. 

Allen, Dr. H., on weight of the lungs, 246. 

American Medical Association, transactions o( 190; proceed- 
ings of, 2*71 ; meeting of, 273, 385, 296; proceedings of, 278. 

Ambulance, system for, 8 ; remarks on, 20. 

Amputations, in gunshot firactures of femur, 1, 18 ; of the left 
thigh and lell arm, 122; in St Bartholomew's Hospital, 
146 ; case of double, 29. 

Anesthetic, nitrous oxjde as an, 147, 158. 

Anus, remarks on treatment of fistula o^ 272. 

Aphonia from gunshot wound of the hand, 26. 

Asthma, nature and exciting causes of. 13. 

AzOlarj and subdavial ligations, 161. 

B. • 

Bache, Dr. P., obituary notice of, 226. 

Baylee, Dr. George, on ulceration of the stomach, 41. 

Bartholow, Dr. R., rep6rt on camp measles, 231, 242. 

Bellanger, Dr. J. B., on inflammation of the^ bowels, 258. 

Bellevue Hospital, report of, 17, 235, 247, 271, 284, 304. 

Berlin School of Pathologists, 173, 187, 202. 

Bladder, puncture of, 64 ; abscess communicating with, 55. 

Bowditd), Dr. H. L, notice of work of, 106. 

Bowels, inflammation of with bronchitis, 258. 

Breast, medullary cancer of, case o( 209. ^ 

Browne, Dr. R K., on trichina disease, 184 ; letter irom, 173. 

Bryan, Dr. James, on examination of recruits, 89. 

Bums, treatment o^ 235 ; simple dressings in, 108. 

Ballet extracted frcnn sternum, 246. 

a 

Camman. Dr. G. P., obituary ot, 105, 119, 129, 143. 

Carbon, bisulphuret in medicine, 803. 

Gerebro-spinal meningitis, case ot, 199 ; repCHrt on, 222. 

Cerumen, cases of inspissated, 138. 

Chest, gunshot wounds o( 37 ; Hamilton on, 109, 121, 133, 

145, 157, 169, 181, 193, 205. 
Chew, Dr. S., noiice of work on medical education, 297. 
Childs, Dr. T., notice of address o^ 263. 
Collodium for the sting of vrBsps, 149. 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, commencement of, 156. 
Consumption in New Euffland, 105; treatment o^ 162. 
Condiot, Dr. a L., death o^ 93. 
Convulsions, bromide of potassium in infantile, 194. 
Court^Martial of Dr. Webster, 104 ; surgeons in, 118. 
Coxe, Dr. J. R., obituary notice o^ 226. 
Croup, treatment by the hot vapor bath, 160. 
Cyanosis from malformation, 151. 

. 

Davis, Dr. C. W^ on treatment of diarrhooa, 154. 

Dalton, Dr. John C., death of, 59. 

Deltoid muscle, concussion o^ 247. 

Diarrhcsa, chronic, in the Army of the Cumberland, 102 ; local 

treatment in, 149 ; treatment of, 77, 154. 
Dickie, Dr. J. W., death of, 86. 
Diphtheria, report of a case, 186 ; persulphate of iron in, 64 ; 

report of a case ot, 91, 3CT ; lecture on, 241. 
Dis^Mes, isolation of inactions, 139 ; of camp, 33, 47. 
Dorran, Dr. W. U,, on thrombi in cardiac cavities, 62. 
Dwyer, D#. John, on traumatic tetanus, 27. 

E. 

Ear, notice of work on, 297; methods of examining, 138. 
Elliot, Dr. G. T., difficult obstetrical cases, 195. 
Empyema, paracentseis thoracis in, 28. , 

Enchondroma, amputation for, 56. ^ 



Bugs, Dr. G., report of Bellevue Hospital, 17. 

Epilepsy, treatment by digitalis, 78 ; of the retina, 53, 74^ 90. 

Equinea, case of; 221. 

Erysipelas complicated with labor, 103. 

Everte, Dr. P., obituary of) 120. 

Examiners, State board o^ 93, 118, 142. 

P. 

Famsworth, Dr. P. J., on gunshot wound of the elbow-joint, 
42; on persulphate of iron in diphtheria, 64; expulsion of 
tape- worm, 103. 

Femur, amputations in* gunshot fractures of, 1, 13; resections 
of portions ot, 65 ; cases of fracture of« 208. 

Fever, stimulants in, 89 ; typhus, observations on, 86 ; spotted, 
172 ; yellow, 197 ; rheumatic, treatment of; 6. 

Fibro-recurrent tumor of jaw, case o( 295. 

Field. Dr. H. M., case of erysipelas complicated with labor, 103. 

Flint, Dr. A., on aortic aneurism, 183. - 

Flora, Dr. D. TV., variola on one side of body, 287.- 

Ford, Dr. D., on small-pox, 154. 

Fractures of leg, treatment of m 6ellevue Hospital, 271, 284 ; 
of knee-joint, Miles on, 178 ; conservative surgery in, 60 ; of 
the femur and humerus, 65 ; of the skull, 110 ; of the thigh 
and elbo\^int, 122; (^ the pelvis, 123, 135; of femur, 208. 

Fractures and dislocations,- notice of work on, 214. 

Fredericksburg, special correspondence from, 275. 

Frothingham, Dr. W., on oerebro-spinal meningitis, 207. 

Fungus cerebri, remarks on case o^ 294. 

G. 

Gall-bladder, perforation of, 17, 209. 

Gardner, Dr. H. H., chronic diarrhoea in the Army, 102. 

Garvin, Dr. P. C, case of diphtheria, 91. 

Glycerine in diseases of eye, 81. 

Gross, Dr. S. W., case of synchronous amputation of left thigh 

and arm, 122 ; cases of gunshot wounds, 136. 
Gunshot wounds, cases ot, 3, 186, 172; of abdomen, 16; of the 

hand, 26 ; of the chest, treated by hermetically sealing, 37 ; 

of the elbow-joint, 42; of the head, 61, 73, 86, 97. 185; of 

the chest, 109, 121, 133, 145, 157, 169, 171, 183 ; of ab- 
domen, 217, 229, 253. 

H. 

Hamilton, Dr. F. H, Jr., fVacture of cervical vertebra, 205; 

F, H., on gunshot fractures of femur, 1, 18; note fh>m, 26; 

on gunshot injuries of the head, 61, 73, 85, 97 ; of the chest, 

109, 121, 133, 146, 167, 169, 171,183; of abdomen, 217 ; 

229, 253 ; notioe of work of, 214, 801. 
Hanson, Dr. D. D., on nature and cause of asthma, 18. 
Head, gunshot injuries of. 61, 73, 86, 97, 185. 
Henry, Dr. M. H., improvement in laryngoscopy, 803. 
Hernia, strangulated femoral, 75 ; case of inguinal, 80. 
Homans, Dr. John, resections of femur and humerus, 65. . | 
Homberger, Dr. Julius, on epilepsy of the retina, 53, 74^ 90. 
Hospitals, mortahty in, 224; fever in, 81. 
Hospital gangrene, 4; turpentine in treatment at^ 264. 
Humerus, resection of a portion o( 65. 
Humphrey, Dr. 0. M., axillary and subclavian ligations, 161. 



nimots State Medical Society, notice of transactions of, 275. 

Intus-susoeption, peritonitis fh>m, 66. 

Iron, pereutphate of in diphtheria, 64. 

Iron-olad vessels, ventilation oC 158. 

Irwin, Dr. C K., visit to Chanoellorsville hospitals^ 210. 

X 

Jonas, Dr. T. W., notice of work on ophthalmio medioint, ^i. 
Jugular vein, ligation of, 28, 
Jurisprudence, medioo«legal, 146. 
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Kings Co. Hospital, report of, 43. 
Knee-joint, gunshot fractures of, 50. 
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Lackey, Dr. R. M.,^n small-pox and vaccination, 238. 
Larynx, extirpation of polypi from, 256, 269, 29L 
Lee, Dr. Chas. A., a new disease, 110. 
Le Roy, Dr. F. G., fracture of the skufl, 110; death of. 111. 
Levings, Dr. N. C, sarracenia purpurea in variola, 77. 
Lidell, Dr. John A., gunshot fractures of the pelvis, 135. 
Ligation of right subclavian, 114; axillary, 161, 
Little, Dr. James W., case of hernia, 75. 
Longmore, Dr. T., on gunshot wounds of the chest, 37. 
Lyman, Dr. Henry M., treatment of chronic diarrhoea, 149. "" 
Lyon, Dr. ' J. "W., observations on typhus fever, 86 ; fracture of 
pelvic bones, 123. 

Maine Medical Association, proceedings o( 286. 

Male-fern, oil of, against tape-worm, 163. 

Martin, Dr. Joseph, on prolapse of the funis, 42. 

May, Dr. H. C, on gunshot injury of the head, 185. 

Measles, report upon camp, 231, 242. 

Medical Society of State of New York, 46. 

Meningitis, cerebro-spinal, 207, 232. 

Metoalf, Dr. J. T., lecture on diphtheria, 241. 

Metcal^ Dr. B. P., case of hemiplegia and anasarca, 111,' 

Miles, Dr. B. B., on gunshot frifbtures of the knee-joint, 50. 

Morris, Dr. M., on the treatment of croup, 160. 

Necrosis, central, of cervix femoris, 126. 
New York State Medical Society, report o^ 71. 
New York County Medical Society, proceedings of, 7. ' 
New York State Medical Society, report ot, 70, 80. 
New York Pathological Society, reporU of, 28, 44, 64, 65, 114. 
150, 173, 186, 209, 272. 294. * 

Nitrous oxide, popular use, 126, 162; an anesthetic^ 147, 158. 
Noeggerath, Prof, on diseases of females. 266. 
Noyes, Dr. H. D., on strabismus, 244, 254, 267. 

0. 

Obstetrical cases, difficult, 196. 
Olmstead, Dr. H. G., death of, 12. 

O'Meagher, Dr. Wm., resection of the elbow-joint, 198J extrac- 
tion of bullet, 246. 
0*Reilly, Dr. J., notice of work of, 286. 
Ophthalmic medicine and surgery, notice of Jones on, 214. 
Ophthalmic school, commencement of, 156. 
Ovarian tumor, twisting of pedicle, 44 ; removal of, 44. 

P. 

Paralysis, report on reflex, 254, 284, 393, 305. 

Parker, Dr. "W., lecture on spermatorrhoea^ 256, 289 ; ligature 

of right subclavian, 114. 
Parrish, Dr., notice of pharmacy, 141. 
Parigot, Dr. J., on medicolegal jurisprudenoe, 146. 
Peck, Dr. M. R., oh ligature of the subclavian artery, 54. 
Pelvis, fracture of, 123, 135 ; malformation, 126. 
Persulphate of iron in wounds of carotid, 65: 
Peters, Dr. D. C, casesrof gunshot wounds, 3 ; letter from, 52. 
Pharmaceutical Association, notice of, 176. 
Philadelphia, correspondence from, 154, 299 ; jnortality in, 108. 
Piatt, Dr. B., on cure of sick, 95. 

Pneumonia, treatment of in Bellevue Hospital, 2^6. - 

Porter, Dr. M. G., death of, 12. 
Prescriptions, errors in compounduig, 251, 262. 
Providence, mortality in, 108. 
Pryer, Dr. W. C, on hospital gangrene, 4. 

Q. 
Quarantine, appointment of Commissibners to, 227. 
Quinine, subcutaneous injection o^ 18. 

R. 

Railroads, medical provision for, 141. 

Raphael, Prof, clinic of^ 29. 

Ra3rmond, Dr. J. S., case of variola, 202. 



Recruits, proper trainmg of; 66 ; examination o{ 89 ; necessity 

of good treatment of; 191. ' 

Rectum, surgery o^ 218 ; syphilitic disease of; 247 ; cancer of; 272. 
Resections of portions of the femur and humerus, 66 ; German 

naturalists on, 110 ; of the elbow-joint, 198. 
Respiration, infantile, 290. 
Retinf, epilepsy o£ 63, 74, 90. 
Rice, Dr. G^o. J., on gunshot wound of the hand, 26. 
Roberts, Dr. W. C, notice of address by, 263. 
Robertson, Dr. A., manual on extracting teeth, 201. 
Roosa, Dr. D. B. St John,, cases of inspissated cerumen, 138. 
Rowe, Dr. B. 0., death of, 36. ^ 

S. 

Sands, Dr. H. B., needle forceps, 290. 

Sanderson, Dr. 0. R, report of, 43. 

Sanitary Commission and medical department of army, 297 ; 

fSsurs for, 10 ; letter of; 23. 
Sarracenia purpurea, report on, 7 ; in variola, 77. 
Scarlatina, puerperal, report on, 17. 
Seely, Dr. H. M., notice of address by, 263. 
Semeleder, Dr. P., extirpation of polypi, 256, 269, 291. 
Shrimpton, Dr. C, review of work ot 68. 
Skane, Dr. Alex. J. C, on feigned diseases, 99. 
Skull-bones, contusion of, 26, 49; fracture of; 110. 
Small-pox and vaccmation, 238; treatment o^ 154. 
Smith, Dr. 0. H., report of examination of recruits, '298. 
Smith, Dr. Hanbuiy, on the use of stimulants in fever, 89. 
Smith, Dr. J. L., on infantile respuration, 290. 
Smith, Dr. Stephen, on contusion of the skull-bones, 25, 68. 
Smith, Dr. N. R., bi-sulphuret of carbon, 303. 
Society for Relief of Widows and Orphans, 10, 46, 69. 
Southworth, Dr. J. W., on fhicture of femur, 208. 
Specialists, advertising by, 168, 215. 
Spencer, Dr. J. A., case of equinea, 221. 
Spermatorrhoea, lecture on, 265, 289. 
Spine, curvature with paraplegia, 126. 
Spotted fever, discussion o^ 236, 287, 248. 
Sternberg, Dr. G. M., on yellow fever, 197. ' 
Stomach, ulceration o( 41 ; cases of cancer o( 287. 
Strabismus, Noyes on, 244, 264, 267. 
Studley, Dr. W. H., on errors in prescriptions, 261. 
Subclavian, ligature of right, inside of scaleni, 64, 114, 161. 
Surgeon-General, position o^ 8 ; circular in behalf o? 10. 
Suspensory bandage, graduated compression by, 19. 
Syphilis, case of tertiary, 80. 

,T. 
Tape-worm, expulsion o( 6, 103 ; oil of male-fern, 163. 
Teeth, manual on extracting, 201 ; swallowed, S^9. 
Tetanus, case of traumatic, 27. 
Thigh, case of gunshot woutkfof; 178; dislocation of, 270, 

by manipulation, 270. 
Thorax, punctured wound with treatment, 235. 
Thrombi in cardiac cavities, 62, 186. 
Thumb, cases of dislocation of, 71 
Townsend, Dr. H., notice of paper by, 263. 
Trichinia spiralis, notice of, 91 ; disease in Germany, 184 
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